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In this issue:

The 1995 annual census is ! A
very big thank you Stephen Hoppin, Cen-
sus Manager. for all the hard work in

compiling this years census information, |
know Steve did anexcellent job in inchud
ing any late arrivals of census forms. But
if yours is not include in the results, con-
tact Steve or myself, I was plaming o
have an attice in "Your Bird's Health”
by Ron Castaner, buthe jusi sentina
worklerful articks on geing your bards
ready for die show season. hsiead we
have 1 very intriguing amiclke for "Your
Bird's Health”, abourt the weather and its
affect on your hirds breeding.

We also have another grear ar-
cle from Mr. Roche on another fascinat-
ing Furopean Finch, Several issues ago a
member wrote in t0 "Flocking Together™
concerniny information on Fire Finches.
There was an excetlent anicle on Fae
Finches in the Finch News, e newsletier
of the Queensland Finch Sociery, from
Australia, o the article is reprinted here
for our mendbership o enjoy.

In the beginning of June, my
wife went ingo premuatare labor, she was 7
months pregrane. She was Hospisalized
for 3 weeks before giving birth @ our
son. Because e was premature he needed
to sty i the hospital for 4 weeks. About
the time s started, my fx went 10 war
with my answering macking, o neither
ore worked. Pomting (o the story: is if
yous tried fo contact me without success,
my apologizes. [ have a new answering
naching asd hope die war is over, so
please oy nie again

Tk ;,"\joﬁz-é

Deadiine for the next issue is
Jitly 1st.
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From the Edltor's

While doing the daily
hosing of my Hanging Parrot flights.
1 began thinking of last months ex-
celient report on the Waxbill Survey.
[ wondered to myself, what exactly
is a waxbil. This commonly used
term, waxbill, is not a taxonomic
grouping. that is. a category used to
classify binds scientfically by genet
ics. The birds we call waxhills are
related though. The authtors of the
Waxbill Survey report did do an ex-
cellent job of defining what they
considered waxbills.

That all seems clear. but
how about. Softhill. A word used in
the very name of our Society. People
new to aviculture ask all the time “Is
that a species of softbii]?” The name
is misleading. | remember the first
time [ grabbed a Barbet. a softhill.
and it grabbed me back with its
beak. | instantly realized that softbill
did not mean the birg had a soft-bill.
1 screamed like a httle girl when that
barbet crunched down on my bare
fingers!

. There was a bird named

Reggie, that T once worked with.
Reggie was a hand-fed Black-billed
Magpie. Very imelligent and suppos-
edly tame. One of Reggie's favorite
tricks was o lure you ingo his

aviary. then pounce on your head
and do a2 Woody Woodpecker imita-
tion. Let me tell you, 1f Reggie ever
woody woodpeckered your head
your' d definitely argue that he was no
softhill.

The name softhill was actu-
ally concocted from the soft foods
some birds ate. Because these birds
were fed. housed and managed simi-
larly, they all got the name softbill.
The name has no scieatific definition
and softhill birds come from many
different Qrders. Different softhills
can be as different 1o each other as
you and | are 1o Whales and
Aardvarks.

Oue result of the soft food
diet is soft droppings. Although with
most of these birds. dropping 1s an
inappropriate name. Squirts are more
iike it. These birds seem capable of
defying gravity at times. With most
softbill diets being high in carbohy-
drates, these birds make me think of
them as hyper-active children with
ioaded squirt guns.

So as [ am hosing my Hang-
ing Parrot flights. 1'm wondering,
" Are these little guys softbills?” |
know they are a type of hookbill. but
with their soft food diet they could
easily challenge most softhills o a
horizontal squirting contest.

Either way we consider the
Hanging Parrots. the birds we call
softhills are sull one of the most di-
verse and inseresting group of ani-
mals there is!
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Flocking Together...

0’0

This issue's letter Is not 50 much a question or answer, but is rather a
commentary to the membership and I feel it fits in Flocking Together.

A Case to Continue the Unflighted Bird Award

[ | had been a bird in another life. my personality tells me {
was likely a Zebra Finch. | am sociable and as somie of you know |
rerd 1o be chaty. T adiit o being extreniely curious: [love to do fre-
quent nest checks. preay much as any Zebra Finch mighs do. and
most of ali. 1 like to be part of 2 "flock ™. in this case. a flock of peo-
ple who give die world the best birds possible.

So what do Zebra traits and “flocks” have o do with main-
taining the awards for "Best Unflighted™ The unflighted award can
appear insignificant und! we examine its basic role in accomplishing
several primary goals of exhibiting and breeding. During a reguiar
show, even if an unflighted entry doesn’t challenge the vividly col-
ored. full feathered mature deportment of older birds. other important
things happen. The young bird, with its new close-band is acclimating
to fagure stresses: the travel. nolse. confusion, strange bird-calis.
"seedy” hotel rooms and other familiarizing rigors of a show. At the
show. the specific vategory of the young class distinguishes close-
banded from all others. it is an additional recognition for the time
spent banding the week old hatchlings. As unflighted they are singled
out not ondy for the judging. but unofficially by other breeders who
criticaily examine and assess these youngsters. This open sharing of
priceless expetiences brings us one of the best aspects of bird raising.
Clarity comes from a breeding suggestion from someone who has
heen-there. done-that. a genetic question is validared. a feeding
pointer is offered for a specific color or condition weakuess, someone
says something thal makes sense about a problent you have had. This
is bird breeding at its best. and it centers around 1he untlighted
category.
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Flocking Together Con’t...

Further, close-banding of birds s still one of the
feast expensive ways to verify the bird's identity, and thus per-
mit aceunsdation of points wward championship. St further.
the unflighted award (young class) is the only aspect of Finch
Showing wiich requires the bird be close-banded (as proof it is
this year's bird). This early close-barding begins the casiest
system of truly tracking whether that Orange-breasted cock
{NFS D8709-G4) and a particular hen (NES D0113-93} pre-
dictably produce strong birds. Birds we'd be proud to ship
cross-counsry upen request of an enthused feliow breeder. The
wntlighted gward is motvation for beginners and the seasoned
breeder 1o contipue close-handing their birds. Oh ves. 1t also
fielps take somw of the embarraysmen away wien the unflighted
pewcomer. you've worked so hard an. puts its head-under-wing
and shivers. hides on the bostom of the cage. squats awkwardly
on the percl, or bears himself sifly when the Judge gazes inw
the cage. Let's keep the award as 15 1s. Enough now. My ZJebras
and | have some aest (o check.

Respecrfaily,
Sally Huastington

Want to correspond with fellow N¥SS members who share your in-
terest in a particular species o7 who may have met a chalignge in their
bird room similar to the one you are facing® Use the NFSS FLOCK.-
NG TOGETHER column to send out to the membership. Mail your
request ¢ the Editor. The AFSS Bultenn

fleaders who can help an ingquirer. can write directly to the individual
if their address is provided. or to the Editor for ferwarding H you
wish, send a copy of your letter 1o the Editor for publication in the
Buffetin where your ideas will reach many othars with the sams or
similar needs,
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Preparing Birds
For Show

by Ron Castanor
West Palm Beach, FL

All Rights Reserved
written speciafly for the: The Aviary
and Cage Bird Soc. of South Florida

Now is a good time to take
a really good fook at ke birds and
seiect which bird (or birds) you
nrght want to consider entering in a
show. Look at the size, color, feath-
ers and disposition of the bird(s).
Cheek their feet for any missing tocs
or e nails. put diese aside they will
not be show guality. Make sure they
stand up correctly. high and proud of
themselves. Start cleaning their feet
with ivermecun. File their beaks if
necessary and make sure to bathe
them at least twice a week, early In
the morming. The diet should be
varied, but not too rich in soft foods.
Otherwise the birds may become
obese or lethargic.

Arrange sefected birds
separately in order to eliminate the
risk of damaged feathers or other
possibie injuries. You will have to
examine the birds daily to see if they
are stit of show quality. Anvthing
can happen. and probably will. That
is why It Is best to select several of
the same kinds, so you can put back
any that should suddeniy lose a
feather. a toe nail. et. Usiag a
small spray boude with an adjustable
nozzle (the ones used (o niist house
plapts are great) and distlled water

and spray the birds. Make sure 10
remove zll food containers before
spraying. Also, make sure the
cageds) 18 clean, to avoid the risk of
the bird sotling it's plumage. The
best time to spray them is the late
moring so they have plenty of time
to dry off before roosting for the
night. As the bird(s) come into
show condition spraying is reduced
to a fiae mist. which s just enough
to dampen the feathers. Two days
before the show, stop misting all to-
gether allowing the feathers to
tighten up and the natural oil to build
up, adding a sheen and better look of
vonditioning.

The preparation cage shoudd
be refatively smali with two perches.
Position one on top aad one near the
cage floor. 1use a regular breeding
cage, and this seems to work well for
me. As the show date gets closer the
perches are placed at the same level
50 the birds become used to the con-
figuration of the show cages. Nor-
mally the show cage for the small
finches measures fifteen and a half
inches fong by twelve and a haif
inches high by seven and a half deep.
Bar spacing between front wires s
half an iach. For the larger birds in
the finch category the cage would of
course be farger: say for example.
the Pekin Robin,

Skow cage training shouid
start earty by hanging show cages in
fromt of she preparation cage door
and providing treats and greens in-
side the show cage. this will encour-
age the bird 10 enter and they will
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s00u fearn that there is always some-
thing special mside the show cage.
This method not only has the advan-
tage of making the bird feel at home,
but the main idea is the bird can
come in and out of the show cage
without being caught. This will pre-
vent the risk of damaging the feath-
ers or injury to the bird.

The bird(s) shouid spend the
day before the show 1n1 their show
cage. They should be moved around
the bird room to simulate the move-
ment and the haadimg that occurs
during the show. Also, do not be
afrard 1o oo in and out of the bird
rooitk. Create maffic and nodse so
they can got use o people. noise and
any other activity. Breeders quickly
realize that exhibiting birds requires
mwore than just taking birds from an
aviary or siock cage and putfing
them in a show. To get the best re-
suits out of their birds, the must have
some 1raining, as to how to behave
in show cages. Exhibiting is anothey
aspect of avicuiture that helps the
breeder improve the standard of the
stock, and promote healthy spir of
competition among members of local
and nationwide chubs.

The cages must be spotless.
The exterior, mcluding the wire
fronts are painted with a glossy black
and these should shine. The interior
ts painted with white vinyl silk emul-
sion and should alse have a shine.
There should not be any spots or ding
agywhere, The perches are cleaned
with sand paper and made sure they
fit tight. No wobbly perches. this

makes the bird nervous and they will
not perch comfortably. Be sure there
are nOt a1ty Water containers inside
the cage. Use only external water
tubes, glass or plastic. The last
thing you wani 1§ (o have a bird all
wet from bathing in the middle of
the competition. Also, and | cannot
emphasize this enough, DO NOT
USE COLORED SEED IN THE
SHOW CAGES. USE PLAIN
SEED! All it takes is for one col-
ored seed to turn a Heght colored bird
red of green and it could lower it's
chances in the competition. Seed
containers are not normally used as
they would tend to slide around
when being carried 10 and from the
judging stand. Generally. what eve-
ryeng does is put a layer of seed on
the floor of the show cage. [ have
found that by putting a paper towel
on the bottom, folded to fit and not
noticeable. thew place the seed on
top. it is much easier to clean after-
wards. Just be sure to use the plain
seed.

lt's time to load up for the
show. 1t it is a short distance, you
can remove the water tubes just till
you get 1o the show. T personally
use storage boxes and put five or six
cages to a box. | have seen a lot of
other folks use the same method and
it is a lot easier than carrying them
individuatly. This also keeps them
free from drafts, easier (o carry and
keeps them from sudden fright. Be
sure to bring exira seed. water tubes.
and extra water. | bring a whole kit
of things | just might need. A large
and a smaii net. | have had birds get
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out in our room when transferring
them to the show cages. Magnifying
glasses. sand paper. tweezers, paper
towel, Q tips. first aid kit that con-
tains surgical glue, naii clippers, lig-
uid vitamin B,.. Qwik stop, scissors,
eve medication, and iast but not least
a pen and pencil. You do not have
10 bring ail of this, but you would be
surprised kow many times | have
saved someone else’s bird or even
my own. Accidents will happen, so
be prepared.

What ave the Judges Looking for:

The judges will be looking
for size. shape. conformartion. pres-
entation and color. also the general
condition plays a part as well as per-
fect, fully developed plumage.
Damaged or missing featliers are
considered fauits. also are signs of
an incompiete mokt, no matter how
smail they are.

Birds must perch i a confi-
dent and proud manmner. They must
also give every impression of being
lively and active without fluttering
nervously around che cage. Pairs
must be chosen so that they comphi-
ment each other and must be of the
same variety. Make sure the bands
of ail show birds are sparkling clean.

The Night Before the Show

1 like to get everything set
up the night before the show. Usa-
atly there I8 & room set up so you can
pay for the bird registration and get
tlie tags for the cages plus all of the

paper work. The paper work is aot
very bad. it just depends on the nom-
ber of birds you intend to show. 1
bring a reference book on finches. so
i kave correct spelling, etc. Each
bird goes into a category. You are
given a booldet of the categories and
you just look up vour bird and fili in
the blanks. Fili out the tag that is
pre-aumbered with tag numbers.

Fill out the type of bird in the cage
you are working with. put your name
on the bottom of the tag and tie it to
the cage. Your name wiil be con-
cealed so the judges and the galley
have no idea whose bird they are
looking at. By doing all the paper
work the night before the show saves
tinnle for everyone and also gives
more time for someone who needs
help. If there 18 a guestion on a bird
species or anything else, there is al-
ways another club member you can
ask.

The Day of t how:

When you arrive at the
show you unload your birds and line
them up on & table, return the water
bottles to the cages, check over the
birds one last ttime. Any broken
feathers, all feachers in place. any
seed stuck where it shouid not?
Okay. now the stewards (the han-
dlers for che judge) look over your
paper work and make sure the cages
and birds match up, and they are cor-
recily labeled. Making sure. for in-
stance. what you called a Shaft-tail is
Jjust that and aot a Parson’s Finch
and so on. If everything is correct.
you will be given the copy of the
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form that is usually yellow. Be suge
£0 hold on 1o tiis copy. kowill be
the only way for you to claim and
pick up your birds at the end of the
show. After they are all checked in
{this procedure is repeated for every-
ongd, the judge takes what is cadied
an over view just 1o see that each
bird is in the right category. After
that i1s compieted the show and the
Judging begins. Hopefully, at the
end of the show, all your hard work
will have paid off and you wiil have
BEST IN SHOW. Bat if not, please
do not be discouraged. There are

other awards equally as important.
But hest of all, we all love gepting
together and seeing our friends who
in some way have become an €x-
tended part of our famsilies. We all
come away with a good feeling of
accomplishment, and perhaps learn-
ing someshing that can help us in our
future shows. You always come
away with new friends and 2 good
fime is had by one and all. The best
of juck to everyone. Please do not
be afraid to show your hirds. Come
be involved with other club members
and _see you at the show!

MEALWORMS
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MEALWORMS STORED AT 40-48 dog. BECOME DORMANI AND KEEP FOR MONTHS
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Bt e Slr e Cinby Btk Sizes: Minl, Srmcil, Macium, Lorge & Mixed
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Cefifamia residents plecse add 8.25% Siale Soles Tox

freight FOB Complon - Packing & Hondling Charge
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*Abse Frale Morkeys, Repiles. Hedgehogs
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BO0-777-0476 O Box 4525 [ 126 £ Spruce St Comprton, CA Q0220
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European
Yellowhammer
(Emberiza citrinella)

by Tim Roche
Tewksbury, MA

“A little bit of bread and no
C-H-E-E-S-E". it 1§ said is what the
Yellowhammer is saying as he atters
his short song in late spring or early
summmer. Although not a finch, bz a
bunting, the Yellowhammer is an-
other of Earope’s commonly kept
SpETics.

Measuring a slim 6 §/2
inches. the overall initial appearance
of the male is of a yeHlow-suffused
chestiut colored bird with white
outer tail feathers, which become
very conspicuous in flight. The fe-
male lacks much of the yellow of the
maie and it appears to be more
streaked.

Reing 2 bird of open farm-
land and moorland, the Yeliowham-
mer tends to be much too vigorous
for cage dwelling, unless you are
deating with a hand-reared specimen.
A minimun enclosure of about eight
feet long by six feet high by about
four feet deep will just about suffice
for a pair of birds, but a longer avi-
ary will prove invaluable in breeding
these birds.

Before establishing a pair in
their quarters. great care should be
given to the planting of the areg as

Natural Range of the Yellowhammer
{Emberiza citrineffa) from Birds of the
World by Harrison. C. and Greensmith, A.

this will be 50% of the way toward
breeding this bird. As many low
growing bushes {2-3 & high). heath-
ers and rough cover should be pro-
vided at each end of the aviary.
Grass seeds should be scattered un-
derneath the bushes. This will pro-
vide a number of nanmal sites for the
birds to choose from, as they gener-
ally build in a low gorse covered
ditch in the wild.

Yeliowhanmners, during the
resting season, will do well on a seed
mixtare with a further dish of insec-
tivorous food. They tend to show an
affinity for white seeds, so plain ca-
mary, niilets, wheat, oammeal and
peanut hearts should all be offered.

As they approach breeding
condition much high speed chasing
of the hen by the cock will be in-
volved. After she has accepted him
an uatidy nest. of dried grasses and
moss leaves and lined with animal
hairs will be buiit amongst the wil
grasses at the base of the bushes. The
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ahove is a general yule, but nest sites
should be fixed at higher levels, as
some birds tend to be skittish about
nesting on an aviary floor. Upon
completion of the nest, a typical
clutch of four eggs will hatch after
an incubation period of 1welve days.

age and are compleiely self-
supporting zbout 3 weeks later.

Yellowhammers are gener-
ally double brooders, unless the sec-
ond nest is removed for fostering or
hand-rearing in which case a further

Vast quan-
tities of livefood
wiil be consumed
during this period
and large meal-
WOrms, WaXwormns
and crickets should
be available in
abundance if disap-
pointment is o be
avoided. Any fur-

...Jarge mealworms, wax-
worms, and crickets
should be available in

abundance if disappoint-
ment is to be avoided.

nest maybe at-
tempied. Until
now these birds
have been as
common in US
Aviculture as
rainy days in
the Sahara.
Fortunately
they. and other
European spe-
cles, ars now

ther insect life retrieved from the
wild and fed 1o the birds will be
greatly appreciated. The young leave
the nest at a listle over two weeks of

being made available through Pen-
guin International. whose advertise-
ment appears in the classified sectioa
at the rear of this journal.

MORTON JONES

CAGES & SUPPLIES

Tel. 619.789-1544
Fox 619-789.2740
D25 THIAD STREET

£.0. 10X 122
AANMONR, €A 72065
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Your Bird’s Health

It's The Weather!
Right?

by Kenneth S. Karsten, PH.D.
Spring Hill, Fi.
All Rights Reserved

As a hobbyist breeder of
Gouldian finches the varying behav-
ior of my birds often puzzies me.
Their productivity changes from one
season wy the mexe, Friends often
nlake the samic observartions abom
their birds. Some veterinarians will
say that it's the weather. Recentdy,
the veterinarians I kaow say it's the
barometric pressure and one said,
"We have had such cold weather this
winter and that means high baromet-
ri¢ pressure, "

1 keep my birds indoors and
the temperature varies only a few de-
grees each day year aroumd.  Alr
conditioning system cools their room
in hot weather and it is heated in
cold weather. Humidity probably
varies little, with perhaps drier air
during the heating scason. Lighting
changes hittle with daylight type
fluorescent lighting provided about
12 hours per day. What factors are
not controtiable by the bird owner?
Barometric pressure has to be one of
them.

Alex L. A. Middleton of the
University of Guelph, Departmen: of

Zoology recently published an article
on the sensitivity of birds o environ-
mental factors that influence their be-
fraviors. This article appeared on the
internet as a service by The Canadian
Medical Meteorological Network.
The factors he Hst follow.

Light - Daylength stimulates
breeding cycles, schedules molt and
initiates migration.

Sun and Stars - Help hirds
in therr migratton. Birds canel] the
difference between spring and
autumuy skies.

Polanized and Ulira Violet
Light - Birds use these for navigation
and sight,

Sound - Avian hearing may
inchude ranges different from that of
htmans.

Magnetism - Awareness of
minute changes in earth’'s magnetic
fields is important in bird migration.

Barometric Pressure - Sensi-
tivity by birds 0 changes in baro-
metric pressure may be important in
migration and stimulation o feed be-
fore storms.

Oifaction - Avian sense of
snlel} may be importam in sonie bird
navigation and in finding food.
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Rainfall - Daylength and
other factors in the tropics may be
refatively constant during the year.
Wet and dry seasons tend o control
the life cycles of birds there.

Breeders can controf the in-
door environment for cage birds rea-
sonably well. That may be why Mr.
Midleton did not mention tempera-
ture as a factor. Indoors, the tem-
peratyre can remain relatively
constant within a range of a few de-
grees. Birds may also be sensitive to
changes in feed

uncontrotied factors in aviculture.
We know that it 1s highly variable
but we do not know how or why it
may influence the breeding cycle.
One thing is certain and that is that
weather including barometric pres-
sure is a factor. We can contro
nearly everything about the weather
in the indoor enviroament of avicud-
ture except baromeinic pressure.

Meteorologists measure at-
mospheric pressure by use of a ba-
rometer and thus call it barometric
pressure. 1t meas-

and feeding sched-
ules. | supply

ures the pressure
of the aunes-

food and water on~ WWe can control eVery- phere. When you

a fouting
schedule.

My bhird
room has one win-
dow facing south
aad 1 feel certain
that my birds
sense time of day
am seasons 1o

thing about the
weather in the indoor
environment of avicul- your mouth and
ture except barometric e 2mospheric
pressure.

sk ligwd up
through a straw
you create a ow-
ered pressure i

pressure pushes
the liquid up
through the straw.
When you push a

some extent by

seeing out. They may also sense the
quality of light throughout the year.
even though most of my birds are
not in direct sunlight.

One obvious factor of the
idoor environment over which we
have no contro] is barometric pres-
sure, the pressure of the atmosphere.
The pressure is higher in clear
weather and this winter in Florida
we have had more clear cold weather
than in many previous years. This
appears to be one of the plain

rubber suction
cup oatw a smooth surface you push
the air and you release the cup at-
mospheric pressure holds 1t in place.

Atmospheric pressure is
measured in terms of millimeters of
mercury. Atbr pressure pushes the
mercury up a vacuum wwbe about 760
mm (29.2 inches). I you used waser
instead of mercury you would need a
tube about 34 feet rall. The force of
gravity holds the ammosphere to the
surface of the earth. A column of air
5 miles ftigh would exert a pressure
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of about 14,7 pounds per square
inch,

Weather maps usually list
barometric pressure in miflibars
(mb}, 1013.25 m = 29.92 in. mer-
cury. The leiter "H" on weather
maps indicates a high pressure area.
This oaly shows high pressure areas
compared to adjacent lower pressure
areas on the surface of the earth,

There is a pattern in the
weather, LOw pressure areas pass

over followed by high pressure,
What factors affect Birds? Could #t
be that continuous high pressure in-
hibits reproduction? Or is it the lack
of frequent change from high pres-
sure to low and back to high pressure
again? Consider the bird and its re-
lationship with the air. With all its
air sacs birds are more sensitive to
air guality than humans. So, is it
barometric pressure o some other
factor in reproduction?

Did You Khow?

H Peacock o a male Peaford. The fe-
meale i1 called a Peakenw and a chick a Peackick.
The maleo long tail feathens ane bis back feathens,
wtvang feattiens used to hold his long back feathens
wp, duning ki cowntohip dance.

Thene ane three opecies of Peafoad. The
Tndinn Blue Peajocul io the well knseun species
and orncginates in India. “The Greew Peafawd lsoke
similan to the Tudinn Blue and & can be fownd in
the doneat of Southeast rtaca. “Vhe thind opecica
exist in the nainforest of rprica and o called the

Conga Peafsal.




Warmth is not just Comfort, it's Survivall

Cool room temperatures may stress your birds. This particularly true
of weaning babies, nesting birds or birds that are ill. Be prepared for
climate and health emergencies. Infrared heating will allow you fo
provide nurturing warmth just for your birds while the rest of the family
stays comfortable.

PEARLCO" INFRARED ELEMENTS

* Natural Sun-Like Heat Source. Emits NO Light
+ Shatter & Spiash Resistant

+ 60,100,150 and 250 Watt Sizes

+ Up To 10,000 Hour Life

ENERJOY® INFRARED HEAT PANELS -
» Gentle Radiant Heat. Emits NO Light :

* Only 1 inch thick, Weighs Ounces
+ Includes; Line Cord, Switeh, On Indicator
o Y12 35W 125247 A00W; 18" x24"150W

BREEDER'S SUPPLES

* Pipettes - Easy to use & Sanitary. Small {1.5¢c) Size availabie.

+ "Q"-Ring Syringes - 1¢¢, 3c¢, Sce, 10ce, 20¢c, 60ce, 100cc.

* NutriBiotic™ Citrus Extract - Prevents Sprout Mold & Souring.

» Oxyfresh™ Cleaning Products - Safe and effective cleaning
and disinfecting. Purchase helps IARF research projects.

» Nets - Six Sizes Available.

» Nutritional Suppiements + Dimmers
» Lamp Holders » Thermometers
+ Vita-Lites » Nets
Con N To Order Call:
PO. Box 329 AVITE CH (805) 245-1013

Frazier Park CA 93225 xo+ric mincs FAX: {805) 245-1336
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The African Fire

Finch

(Lagonosticta senegala)
By Jim Pearson

This ariicle appeared in
"Finch News” the official publica-
tion of The Queenstand Finch Society
Inc. February 1996.

The African Fire Finch
(Lagonosticea senegala) is one of the
smaller finches, being about 10cm in
tength and weighing approximately
8.5 grams. {vis guite widespread on
the African continent south of the
Sahara desert. Bving in a sarural
kakitat of bushy savanna or Acacia
scrub. 1o does not inhabit the wetter
or more densely vegetated areas, but
is apparently never far from surface
water.

There are nine sub-species
that, as the name suggests, originate
from West Africa, in or around the
country of Senegal. The birds thas
we 11 South Australia call the Afri-
can Fire Fiach or just plain Fire
Finch, are known in some parts of
Australia as Ruddy, Little Ruddy
Waxbiil, Red-billed Fire Finch.
Common Fire Finch or Senegal Fire
Finch.

Description

Fire Finches are sexuatly di-
morpic. That is, the male and fe-
male are differently coloured. thus
making then: very easy to sex. The

Natural Range of the African Fire
Finch {Lagonosticta seriegala). taken
froem Fnches & Sparrows: An dentifica-
tizn Guide, by Clement. P, Marris, &
and Davis, 4.

male is a very handsome litde bird.
His head. breast and upper belty are
red with small white spots on each
side of the body. The under belly is
a light brown colour. The back and
wings are brown with darker shades
extending into the flight feathers.
The tail is dark brown o black with
tinges of red on the outer feathers.
The rump and upper tail coverts are
aiso red. Legs and beak are lighe
coloured with the fore part of the
beak and feet showing red. A very
definite yeliow eye ring surrounds a
dark brown eye.

The female is an astractive light
brown colour with dark brown in the
flight feathers and brown to black in
the tail. She has a fighter coloured
under belly with a few tnges of red
around the head (mainly above the
eyes) and on the rump and tail.
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mere obvious white spots than on the
male decorate both sides of her
body. Legs and beak are a light ¢col-
our, with red on the fore part of the
beak. The female also has a yellow
eve ring, but this is not as obvious
against her light brown head as the
muale's eye ring.

Newly fledged juveniles are
very small with a stumpy ta and of-
ten with down feathers protruding
from the head and back. In celour
they are similar to the adult female
without the red colours or white side
spots.  Young grow quickly and col-
our up at an carly age. Both sexes,
but possibly more so the females, be-
gin to show white side spots within
six 1o eight weeks of fledging. As
about this age the males begin to
show patches of red around the head
and breast. Full adolt colours are at-
tained by the female at about three to
four months of age.

At this age the male is al-
most fully coloured, but the red on
his head and breast usually has small
patches of brown that persis: for an-
other couple of months.

Housing and Compatibility

Fires can be housed in juss
about any size cage or aviary. How-
ever. I feel they are best housed ina
reasonable sized aviary with some
cover i the form of shrubs, grass
and dry brush. A couple o cleared
floor areas (preferably carth) are also
beneftcial, especially if one or more
of these receives sunshine during

winter. Fires spend quite a bit of
time on the ground. They seem fo
enjoy picking over freshiy tarned
earth or eating dry seeds or green
seed heads scattered on the aviary
floor, They also seem to enjoy con-
gregating iR a sunny, sheitered spot
on the ground, particularly during
cooler weather.

{ have had good success
with Fires in planted aviaries with
earth floors measuring 5.4 x 3 me-
wes of which 1.8 metres is covered
(inswiated} shelter, the remainder be-
ing open flight. | have also had suc-
cess inan aviary with a sand covered
cesnent floor measuring 3,6 x 2,1
netres. 1his aviary has shrubs and
grasses planted in tubs and dry brush
in shelter area.

Fires are very docile birds.
They can be housed as pairs or colo-
mes with aimost any other finches in
a mixed aviary. I once tried them
briefly with Crimsons (Neochmia
phaeon) but the Crimsons began to
show aggression toward the Fires so
| separated them, Although a single
pair of Fires in a mixed aviary will
breed’ small colomes of three (o five
pairs seem 0 enjov each others pres-
ence, they have the opportunity 1o
choose their own mates and stimmulaze
each other (o breed. An unrelased
male and female, preferably about
the same age. put together as a pair
wilk generally be compasible and
breed if conditions are suitable. Sin-
gle birds are probably best removed
from mixed breeding aviaries, be-
cause Fires have beea known to
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hybridize with other species of finch
if a mate of their own kind was not
present.

Although they are docile,
Fires will chase other birds away
from their nest, especially after
young have hatched.

Breeding

Unforeunately Fire Finches
are not long lived. Their life expec-
tancy in captivity is generally about
4 years, although some survive
longer. They will breed from six
months of age up o about four years

of age. However, their nmost produc-

tive breeding is from about twelve
months up to three yeass old. They
breed at any time during the vear
when conditions are suitable f.e., if
nesting facilities and materials are
available and a nutritious diet is
provided.

The male’s courtship dis-
piay usually involves the carrying of
a white feather whiist he approaches
his mate with a few bobs and bows.
it is not an elaborate courtship dis-
play, nor does it inciude a courtship
song like some other finches.

Fires build west in dry
brush, shrubs or grasses from ¢lose
to ground level (e.g,, 20 cm from
the ground in Johnson grass or low
dense bushes) ap to about 1.5 metres
from the ground. They will also
build in smaii receptacles such as
wicker basket. cardboard rol nest
(from carpet roiks). wire mesh

cylinders or wooden nest boxes,
They often choose a secluded site for
their nest and will re-use nest for a
subsequent brood. This should be
discouraged by removing used nests
because these may harbor mites or
other ltle beasties that may be detri-
mental to a subsequent chutch,
Young Fires do not return to their
nest after fledging, so used nests can
be removed mmmediately after
fledging.

Their preferred nest con-
structioa material is fine grass (e.g.
swamp grass or fine couch), but they
will also use coconut fibre and shred-
ded hessian. They line their small
dome shaped nest with white feathers
and usually have a feather across the
entrance which prevents viewing into
the nest, This means the only way to
know what is going on is to poke 2
finger into the nest, but this not ad-
vised. Fires do not construct a
roosting nest, so nest building is a
sign that breeding is about to
commence,

Three or four smali white
oval shaped eggs are normally laid.
These are incubated by both parents
for about 12-13 days. Both parents
feed the young who fledge at around
18 days of age. As previously
stated, young develop quickly and
beconie independent of dheir parents
at about 10-12 days out of the nest,
The young do not interfere wish sub-
sequent breeding by their parents. so0
if 13 DO Necessary to remove them
from the breeding aviary for this rea-
son. o fact, leaving the birds ia the
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aviary to observe their parents raise a
subsequent clutch may even form
part of a young bird’s education and
contribute 1o it being a better breeder
as an adult,

There is often an imbalance
in the ratio of male/female Fire
Finches bred. In some years there
are considerably more males than fe-
maies bred, whilst in others the ratio
is reversed and in some years, the ra-
tic is more balanced. 1 know no ex-
planasion for this , but have certainly
experienced it.  During 1994, from
three pairs of Fires in a colony, |
bred about 10 pairs of young (20
hirds) and a further 20 or so males!
When this imbalance becane obvious
1 put the three breeding pairs into 3
holding aviary to stop them from
producing any more sons. Appar-
ently some breeders had a surphus of
females from their 1994 breeding,
because | was able to dispose of sev-
eral of my surplus males o a dealer
who had purchased surplus of fe-
males from one of his customers,

For some ynknown reason my
Gouldians also produced a surplus of
young males during the 1994 season.

Feeding

1 feel that feeding is proba-
bly the single most important aspect
of breeding birds- even more so than
providing suifable accommeodation
and pesting facilities,

§ feed the birds i my mixed
finch aviaries a basic diet of dry
seed. This consists of a good quality

commercial finch mix with extra red
pannicum and extra plain canary
seed. Over the past several months,
perhaps due to the drought. the com-
mercial fix mix used very little ca-
nary seed in it, so the amount of
extra canary seed I use has increased.

Un#l recently I used to mix
the finch mix, red Pannicum and ca-
nary seed together, bat now feed
them separately in divided dishes. |
use four 2 litre plastic milk bottles
with a thin rope loosely looped
through the handles to carry the dif-
ferent seeds into each aviary. Dar-
ing the winter months a ligde rape,
maw. niger and hodled oats are also
supplied, The Fires (and other small
finches suck as Jacarinis and Orange
Breass tend to favour the smaller
seeds in particular red pannicum,

In addition to dry seed, |
feed a small amount of soaked seed
in each aviary every day (this in-
cludes holding aviaries where young
birds are maturing- these birds need
good nutrition too!}. [ soak about
half a cup of seed for 24 hours in
just enough water to cover the seed.
Most of this water is absorbed by the
seed. This seed is then saspended in
the kitclen strainer for a further 24
hours {over the next fot that is in the
water, ina 2 litre ice-Cream cofi-
gainer). ltisrinsedoffina 1%

* bleach solution {I0ml bleach per litre

of water)., This is rinsed off under
running water before feeding the
well drained seed to the birds,
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Another item on the daily
menu for all of my birds is seeding
plants (nos fust grasses) and other
greens. | grow silverbeet. lucerne
{atfalfa), pannicum, white millet, ca-
nary sed and palni grass for this pur-
pose, as well as collecting a wide
variety of seeding grasses and other
plants from my local area (or any-
where else | happen 1o be). A small
scythe and ba are always carried in
the car hoot. for collecting both
seeding plants (mosily grasses) and
nesting materials whenever the op-
pOrtuRnity arises.

Fires do not appear 1o vat 4
lot of leafy greens or fruir ( provide
slices of apple for the parrot
finches). However, they do like the
smatler seeds in green seed heads
such as pannicum znd palm grass, es-
pecially when they have young in the
nest. These they will take from the
aviary floor. However, being dociie
birds they usually do not go down 15
the seed heads until these have been
well picked over by other birds sucl;
as parrot finches, Gouldians, Cubane
and the like. 1t is therefore necessary
to supply green seed heads in suffi-
cient quantity that there will still be
some left by the time the Fires get to
them.

Fire Finches like live foods.
especially when rearing young and
live food is important for good
breeding success of these birds {they
provide high quatity protein with
pletity of moisture), Without Hive
food, some breeding success maybe
achieved if a protein supplement in

the form of cake or egy and biscuit is
used, but they definitely breed better
with a daily supply of live food. Ac-
cording to QFS {Queensiand Finch
Society) Finch Breeders Handbook
{Vol 2} and Russel Kingston { 4
Complete Manual for the Keeping
and Breeding of Finches) Fires ea-
gerly take termites when breeding
and do very well on them. | have
never fed termites. but have achieved
good breeding success with meal.
worns and vinegar fly cubtures.

[ breeding most of the meal-
wormns used {but still occasionally
have o buy sone). Obviously. small
miealworms are more easily handled
by smali birds than big ones. Over
the years [ have tried various con-
tainers for breeding vinegar flies in
aviaries. Some of these resulted in
the birds eating most of the flies be-
fore they had a chance to reproduce
in sufficient nurbers to be of any
benefit, or the culture was invaded
and decimated by black ants,

My present {(aiie success-
fud} vinegar fly cultures are in 46 li-
tre plastic rubbish bins {available
from: supermarkets for about $7.00
each}. These have about 30 one cen-
timetre holes dnlled around the top
10-15 cm of the bin. Inside the binis
a cheap plastic bucket with about 3
cm of bran in the bottom. This sits
on 2 brick which adds a bit of weight
to the whole thing (stops it from
blowing over} and lifts the buckets
st that a Htle water can be put inw
the bottom of the bin to prevent ants
from getting into the bucket. Nice
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ripe {or even rotten) fruit is regalarly
added to the bucket. Peaches, plums.
oranges, tomatoes, grapes, apples,
watermelos or any other fruit is suit-
able. Vegetable peelings can also be
added occasionally. To start a vine-
gar fly culwure, set up the
bin/bucket/fruit and don’t worry
about the flies. They will soon find
your offerings and take up residence.
Vinegar flies are more numerous and
breed more in warm weather than
during the colder months.

The bins are kept in the avi-
aries {in a shaded area) with the lid
on. Vinegar flies {species Droso-
phila. some people call them fruit
flies) breed quite well in this set-up.
and the birds can very ofiens be seen
picking off the flies thas stray out
through the Loles in the bin. Because
birds cannot get inside the bin, quite
a few of the fhes are always present
inside the bins to reproduce and keep
the culrure going. Every couple of
months, the fruit bucket needs clean-
ing out. Fires do not seem to hawk
for flying insects, but forage for
them on the ground or in the foliage
of the shrubs and grasses. A planted
aviary therefore attracts other insects
and provides landing places for vine-
gar flies.

Also supplied daily o my
birds is a protein and vitamin rich
"bird cake”. Among others, the Fires
Finches eat some of this cake. espe-
cialiy when they are feeding young.
For several years now | have been
making a cake for my birds o sup-
plemient their protein and vitamin

needs and breeding results do seem
10 justify the effort. However, | will
not go into recipes or the reasoning
betind them now. I will make "bird
cake” the subject of a future article.

Birds need calcium in their
diet and seeds, greens, live food,
etc.. do not have enough cakcium in
them o satisfy the requirements of
aviary birds, especially breeding
birds. See last month’s issue of Bird
Keeping in Australia for a detailed
discussion on this topic.

A good quality calcium food
{{ consider 1t part of their diet. not a
supplement!) shoutd be available o
all bigds, including Fires. all the
rime. By the far the best calcium
food for finches 1s Calcium Grit Mix
{fine). Neediess to say, this is con-
stantly available in my aviazies.

The most iaportant points
about feeding Fires are good quality
protein {particularly live food, bt
also bird cake) and adequate calcium.
Without enough of either of these
two dietary components, a coupie of
nests per year of ewo or three
eggs/young per nest can he expected.

However, the survival rate
of young on an inadequate diet may
not be good. With adequate protein
and calcium, four or five nests per
year can be expected, often with four
{sometinies more) young per nest and
the survival rate increases
dramatically.
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Finally on the subject of
feeding, please re-read "Drink it!
Lick ! Taste itf Clean ie!” by the
Clean Water Freaks in BKIA May
1996., page 75. To quote their fipal
words... "the only water they get is
what you supply and if you will not
drink it, the birds should not have
t0." My sentiments exactly! Fires
drink and bathe regularly, Their
clean water {in a shaliow bowl)
should be covered - i.e. kept out of
the sun and away from overhead
perches.

Health Problems

i have never experienced
aay heaith problems with Fires
Finches. All of the Fires that have
died in my aviaries over the years ¢i-
ther suffered accidents or were oid
enough that they probably died of
old age. As a preventative measure, |
do worm my birds once or twice &
year with Synamthic (availsble from
Service lems Officer). I have never
had an obvious worm problem in my

aviaries, but with birds that spend a
lot of time on the ground ke Fires,
it is perhaps better to be safe than

SOTTY.

Birds kept in good condition
and on nutritious diet very rarely
suffer health problems. Some avian
veterinarians attribute 90% of bird
health problems to inadequate diet.
In my opinion, dirty water and/or
dirty water containers (especially if
exposed to sun or overhead percbes)
probably account for about half of
this 90 %!

Conclusion

if you have never kept Fire
Finches, | would certainiy recom-
mend them. They are an interesting
little bird, suited to our climate, easy
to cater for, reasonably priced, read-
ily available and they add colour to a
mixed aviary, As a breeder, they
give moderate amount of attention,
but very good results with a bit of
effort on the owner's part,

Turn your breeding success into an even bigger success

Join FINCHSAVE

Aviculture's foremost cooperative

breeding program.
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the advantages of being a more knowledgeable bird owner, and look forward to:

* Intormative Feature Articles & Fun Stories!

* insighttul Commentary by featured Columnists
* Bird Show Listings and Show Results

+ Bird Club Listings and Club News

* Product Beviews and Classified Ads

* A Special Section for Kids!

Subscribe Now & Join The Fun! Only $18 per year!

YES, | want to subscribe to Finch & Canary World.

Name
W« One Year $18
Address 2 Two Years $32
City/State/Zip 71 Sampie Issue $5
1 Check Enciosed
Phone (___) 1 Bill Me Later

I I
I I
I |
: Ll Three Years $48 i
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

oo 24 Hour Order Line 1-800-864-2500
R 850 Park Avenue, Monterey, CA 93940




July--Aug 1996

27

Aracaris

by Robert Petrie
Kansas City, MO

The time hetween the fast
issue of the Bulletin and this one, has
been g really learning experience for
me. I recently had 2 son borned and
he came two months early. He is fine
and healthy, but it made me think of
how of some unfortunate mishaps
can turn it some of the most memo-
rable times in our lives. This months
"softhill” article is fess a natural his-
tory lesson and more of story of a
fond memory of mine, The story is
about some birds called Aracaris.

"Aracari”, Hike so many
other bird names, has quite a few
different variations of how its name
is pronounced. Some people pro-
nounce the ARA as an "R”, while
others, sound it out as "air”. The
other part of the name that is pro-
nounced in different ways is the C.
Some people say the C asan §, the
other people say it as a K, like in
"car”. These different pronunciations
are combined to give four different
Ways (0 say the name, Aracari, Ona
nature program once, { heard a na-
tive in South America, which is
where the name is derived from, say
Aracari as R-a-sorry. So | pronounce
it that way.

For those unfamiliar with
Aracaris, they are small Toucans.
All Aracaris are in the Genus

Preroglossus. There are eleven spe-
cies in the genus and they range from
Southern Mexico 10 Argentina
(Grzimek 1973), They are medium
sized Toucans, about the size of
smxall conures,

A more detailed discussion
of the Toucan family will hopefully
follow in future Bulleting in articles
on the FToucans and Toucaneetes. For
this months softbill article I am go-
ing to talk about a pair of Green Ara-
caris and a chick we hand-raised at
the Zoo.

The pair was originally ob-
tained from a another zoo. Both were
domestic. The male was parent-
raised and the female was hand-
raised. The birds were obtained at
about one year of age. For the first
four years, the birds were housed in
a small aviary { 20" long, 12’ high
and 4" wide) inside 2 bird building,
They were supplied with several dif-
ferent natural hollow logs to nest in.
They frequently used the hoflow logs
to roost in at night and o escape per-
ceived danger. The pair seemed
tightly bonded but no breeding be-
havior was ever observed, Although
the femaile was hand-fed, she was
tame but not imprinted. The closest
she came 1o her keepers was to jump
on the food pan when brought o her
in the morning.

Their diet was chopped ot-
anges, bananas, apples, shredded
carrot. and several balls of ground
horse meat {called bird of prey diet).
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Grapes were offered as a treat every-
now-and -then.

Then one early summer, we
ransferred the Aracaris o an ourside
exhibig that measured 24 wide, 36°
lopg, and 16" high. There was an at-
tached barn that was heated with a
stall ehat was a 1G" cube, The great
thing about the Aracaris was they
could easity be raught 10 go in the
barn when you wanted them to. So
we allowed them outside when the
temperature was above 50 degrees,
and ran them inside below that,

The same nest logs were
moved 10 their outside guarters with
then, They used the narrowest log
the most, 5o all others were re-
moved. Midway through that sum-
mer the pair 1laid an egg. After about
two weeks the egg disappeared.
Nothing more that summer. The next
summer the pair laid two eggs. Ince-
bation went great with the female do-
ing most and the male helping during
the day. After the expectant incuba-
tion period, one egg hatched. The
parents were very attentive and ap-
peared 10 be feeding the chick, Sev-
eral days afier hawhing; though, the
chick was found fimp and lifeless in
the botom of the log, The parents
had still been brooding the chick,
Extremely quickly the chick was
rushed 1o the Animal Health center
where the staff veterinarian worked
some kind of magic (fluids and some
other things in a shot and put the
chick in a2 brooder).

The chick recovered enough
that we could wbe feed it, but not
encugh to put back with the parents.
So from scratch we attempted to
hand-feed this tiny endeveloped
chick. The Toucans hatch a couple of
weeks earlier than other types of
birds there size, They in tum have
weaning ages that are a couples of
weeks fonger than those other birds,
Because of this appear to me to be
premature.

The diet was derived from
an old article from the hand-raising
of a Toucan species ar another zoo,
The diet was two pinkies {newborn
mice), one ggg. mixed vegetabies
and various types of fruits (inchuding
some more rarer tropicai ones). The
fruits and vegetables comprised
about 60% of the diet. A viamin and
mineral supplement was also added,
Just enough water was added 1o
blend the mixture into a thick, con-
sistenit fluid. This concoction was
made fresh twice a day, The amount
for one feeding was heated o 105 F.
degrees just prior to the feeding,

Because he was so small and
weak and had no begging behavior
we fed him with a special syringe
that would go directly into his crop,
or at keast where the crop should
have been. Aracaris do not have
farge storage crops like parrots, 1t
was impossible to tell if he was full
or not. S0 we fed him every two
hours around the clock. He was fed
enough at each feeding that he would
gain 10% of his body weight each
day. As [ stated, he was fed every
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two hours around the clock, even
through the might, for about six
weeks.

Durning that six week period
we did have several bumps in the
road. At one period we increased his
feeding amounts 100 much and he be-
came over-fed. His stomach became
enfarged and his abdomen was very
distended. His other organs were
getting scrunched. Thanks fo the zoo
vet., the weight charts and behavior
records, the problem was corrected
before any damage was done. An-
other time the chick got an infection
throughout his entire body. He be-
came very subdued daring this time.
But agata, with the zoo vet. so close
the problem was noticed and in o
time he was back to his normal seif.

We named the chick Ari.
He grew into a wonder adalt hird.
Having never raised a Toucan type
bird, it was very interesting and re-
warding. The development and men-
tality of Aracans is very remuimiscent
of parrots. Ari was a very curious
and affectionate bird. Had he heen
parent raised like we had planned, |
never would have fully appreciated
the intelligence of these birds.

Upon becoming fully feath-
ered and attaining adule weight, Ari
was moved from the Animal Health
Center 0 the barn near his parents.
There he was weaned and introduced
into the exhibit. | remember his first
flights, he was like a bomber plane
that tock off and only stopped when
it collided with something. Although

thetr bills look heavy and powerful,
they are extremely light and they use
them like & human hand to feel the
world.

Today, Ari lives in a par{ of
the zoo, with other amimals, where
they are brought out during talks and
demonstrations to zoo visitors. Peo-
pie are aflowed to get ¢lose (o him
and he helps gach people about birds
and other wild animals.

Qur original ingent was not
10 hand-raise an Aracari. We only
did so 1o save his life. If it would
have been possibie. we would have
returned Ari 1o his parems for them
to ratse hism. {15 pot that "o against
hand-raistng. A lot of consideration
is needed about the type of iife the
offspring is going to have when it
becomes an aduli. Our original vi-
sion for the Aracari pair's offspring
was for them to be with other Ara-
caris, and therefore they would not
have been handled much by humans.
Because Ari was raised by humans,
we found he was much happier
where he got constant auention by
the animals that raised him. So
whenever you reproduce any animal,
especiaily intelligent ones like Tou-
cans, please consider where they will
be as adults. A bird that is going to
be it close contact with humans, will
be much happier if it was raised by
humans. The reverse is also true.
There will of always be those times
when you kave to do whatever is
necessary to save a life. and some-
times. some of those: times can turn
out o he the best of fimes!
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ing trees. manzanita branch adapters, seed/pet guard. upper shield, floor covers,
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Lessons from fellow Avicuturists

An Unfortunate
Learning
Experience

by Denise Ackley
Walton, IN

The reason | am writing this
is because | hope I may spare some-
one from a similar experience. One
day. while I was servicing a cage. |
had a bird escape. Occasionally, |
have birds escape and they usually
fly to another cage and land on the
outside of the cage, and | cateh them
casily, This particular bird, who
happened to be my only pied, crested
Zebra Finch hen (maturally, a bird |
really wanied to get progeny froml)
chose instead to fly across the room
and down underneath the tops of my
planters. I have a large number of
plants in the birdroom, and because
mice invade in the winrertime, | also
have glue-type mousetraps between
the planters and the wall. [ thought
the birds would not be able to get
down behind the planters to land in
the traps (which is why | had the
plants placed as they werel) Al-
though { am still not quite sure how
this bird in {light managed to
squeeze herself through or hetween
the planters to land in the glue trap
unfortunately, she did.

T took the bird in the trap
downstairs and applied vegetable oil
10 the trap to help free the bird.
Freeing a bird has to be done ex-
tremely gently, as that glue is tough
stuff. She lost guite a few feathers
inclading most of her wing feathers,
her tail feathers and a lot of belly
feathers. Other than that, she seemed
unharmed (as far as § could see))
Then I was faced with the problem
of getting the oil off the bird . §
used warm water with miid dish-
washing soap. but was unable o get
all the oil off of her. 1 put the bird
in the hospital cage (which is quite
warm- as | have found the major fac-
tor in dealing with ill, injured, or
eggbound birds is to provide extra
warnith.) [ never counld get the bird
to eat well, despite a large selection
of appetizing food choices, and foar
days later, I lost her,

The problem | faced after
this incident occurred was how to
hopefully prevent it from happening
again. do not allow the cats into the
birdroom. Because of the risks in-
volved, T will not use poisons either.
The humane live mouse traps can
ogly catch one mouse at a time {and
in the glue traps, | had as many as 5
niice in one trap in one day's Hme,
although the total number of mice in
the birdroom: that [ caaghe this win-
ter was only fourteen - 2 aduits and
the rest juveniles.) came up with
the idea of covering the glue traps.
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! cat the ends from cardboard cat
food boxes, as they were the closest
to the size of the traps that | had at
that time. Then  slid the traps into
the boxes, and then made sare the
traps were right up against the side
of the box closest to the run perime-
ters, right up againss the wall. and
the best way 10 place the trap is
against the wall where the mouse is
most fikely o ran right o &, I deen
piaced the planters up against the
covered traps, The main disadvan-
tage to doing s is that you have fo
etther get down and look in the ends
of the traps to see if there are any
miice, or pickup the box and trap and
check 11, However, there is oo way
a bird van get ineo the rap from the
open euds (and I hope a bird never
tries that one'y With the boxes |
used, there is plenty of room for a
mouse (o get in from the ends- you
weald not want to use a box too
smail. You aiso do not want a box
that is so short that the trap sticks
out the ends- leaving & potential

place for a bird to land. Hopefully |
will sever lrave an mcident like this
one occur again and the idea for cov-
ering the (raps may save someone
from a similar mishap. [ never
dreamed a bird would go down and
squeeze between or behind planters
and fand in a trap - | had arrange the
planters to prevent that very thing
from happening!

Now [ am searching for an-
othier pied, crested Zebra hen for the
pied male who now is without his
mate. This was the only pair of pied
Zebras 1 had, and the only crested
Zebra that [ had- and { had hoped for
progeny froml them. Hopefally. |
will be abie 10 find another mate for
the male. although [ have had littie
success so far. Why is it that when
something happens it happens fo one
of the birds vou value the most, cost
the miost money or is a bird that vou
really seed the most in a breeding
program?

ESTRILDIAN

he Estrildian is an ornithological
ijzrnal produced for the pur /& _'
pose of relating the most gp to £

date information on all species
belonging to the lamily Estrildidae
both in the wild and in captivity. ™my
Within its 124 species are all of ti;e )
Waxbills, Parrol-finches, Manniking and

Australign finches The avicalturist and
the scientist have much to ofler
p each other and the ESTRILDIAN
* brings together Iike- minded

enihuszasts from around the

world. contributing towards keep-
ing the interest in this most fascinating
family of birds vibrantly active.

12 months subscription is £13; Overseas £20 : US.A.- 340, CANADA-350 personal cheque accepted
or for more information write to "ESTRILDID FOREMW'
10, Gable Terrace, Wheatley Hill, County Durham. DH6 3T,

ENGLAND
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1995 Annual Census Report

Census compiled and reported by Steve Hoppin
NFSS Census Chairman

Unfortunately, the status of avian importation has had a detrimental
effect on NFESS breeders trying to obtain diversified bloodlines or mates for
singie birds for breeding. Fortunately, the annual NFSS Census continues o
be 2 valuable tool and beneficial service to finch and softhill breeders by pro-
viding the communication Hink between it's members; it has done so for the
past ten years. Through this voluntary census NFSS is able to identify and
recognize the important NFSS breeders and the finch and/or softbill species
being kept and/or bred in this country. Census results, published annually in
the NFSS Bulletin, provides the neccessary information to assist various breed-
ers 1o make contact with other interested parties, share knowledge, and locate
needed avian stock 10 continue with their preservation efforts.

The 95 Census formn pubkhished in the Jan-Feb "85 NFSS Bulletin may
have appeared somewhat different 1o what you have been accustomed 0. Con-
sidering this was my first aiempt collecting and reporting this information |
decided to create a form that would gather necessary information to publish
the Census results, collect important informagion for future membership use,
and also attow me 10 get to know you betler.

Although the number of participants in the 95 Census has dropped as
compared o the 1994 Census Report, the numbers of species and mutations re-
posted for 1995 have increased significantly. 93 NFSS members contributed
1o these published Census results. In all, 226 various species and/or muta-
tions are included in this report. And yes, after many years of inquiry, NFSS
is pleased to report that the "95 Census includes a dramatic increase in softhill
species recorded.  Softbill enthustasts. . Check it out!

Thanks to all the pagticipating NFSS members and a special thank you
for all the terrific notes that accompanied the completed forms. This inchudes
the notice of area code changes for many members in late '95 and early '96 .
Should your Census listing reflect an incorrect area code or telephone munber,
please drop me a note o correct the original paperwork and 1 will request pub-
lication of changes in the next NFSS Bulietin,

Remember, NFSS was founded on the concept of mutual sharing in
all aspects of aviculwure and the N¥SS Census can only be as good as the par-
ticipation of the membership will allow,
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I would appreciate hearing your suggestions for the next Censas. You
will find my phone number listed on the inside of the front cover of the NFSS
Bulletin or my address and phone number is published with the NFSS Panel
Judges histing.

Tharks Tom Rood for the note of encouragement.... it really was a

treat!

KEY LAST FIRST MI PHONE
AK-2646  Skidmore Donna {907457-3785
AR-3000  Malysa Lani (5013336-9162
AZ-1980 Cox Terry L (602)296.4949
AZ-2355  Gross Walter H  (520)886-4805
AZ-2654  Hinojosa Lori (602)899-1123
AZ-2147 Lowe Robert A {602)838-7%a83
CA-2402 Burge Dylan {916)345-6878
CA-2979  Davenport Yaei ¢415)285-1850
CA-19G2  Mamou Jawad {510y796-7085
CA-779 Payne Steve {510449-1252
CO-2186  Garcia Lais & Andria {719)63G-3785
C0-2721 Nomman Jim & Pamela (303)423-4915
CT-475 Niznik/Vinett Anthony/Paul (203)853-8361
CT-2453  Taniongo/Schwartz  Jerwin/Brian (203)661-9321
DC-2856  Springwater Romnald & Kay {202)364-3068
F1-2829  Aberpathy Hazel {504)343-8248
FL-1876  Almaguer Daniel {407)648-3927
Fl.-~1681 Bastien Cynthia {904)262-5429
FL-484 Bonilla Jr Felipe {407)967-1032
FL-2052  Caseaner Ron & Linda (407)641-8183
FL-3020  De Meillac Roger & Teresa (305)443-4042
FL-2901 Derasmo Vito D (407)388-9762
FL-2913 Floyd John (541)671.7679
FL-316 Gianferrara Rose {941)992-6331
FL-2946  Hopper John R (904)388-2323
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FL-42
F1.-2505
FL-2285
FL-490
F1.-2925
F1.-2997
FL-3069
FL-1406
FL-2638
F1.-1302
GA-2653
L2171
ii.-2184
1L-1932
1.-2706
il.-1868
[1.-2485
i.-43
IN-2539
KS-1832
lLA-1579
MA.-661
MD-2054
MD-1027
Mi-354
MI-442
M1-2878
MN-2924
MN-688
MN-2417

35

LAST
Hoppin
Jones
Karsten
Laird
Long
Mather
Nowicki
Picecola
Scott
Trincado
Brenner
Cassidy
Cybulski
Hopman
Laugherty
Meyers
Pacdman
Rood
Ackley
Cowan
Sraith
Smith
Levi
Sparzak
Clark
Shaner
Wiley
Murphy
Gregorich/Peter-son
Wiley

FIRST
Stephen
Jon
Kenneth
Dale & Eileen
Rich
Hat
Edward
Judy
Lynda
Robert & Nora
Doug
Brad
Susan
Steve
Rochelle
Karen
Aprii
Tom
Denise
Hm
Gwen
Dianna
Pai

Miki
Janis

John & Mary R.

Karl & Jean
Jeanne
Sandra
David

MI
L

L
A

PHONE

(941)867-2237
(407Y724-9498
(352)686-6583
(407)657-7989
{941)644-0086

(904)261-6420

(941)693-5601
(941)939-3680
(941)353-1073
(305)255-2661
(7106)745-3424
(217)563-7218
(708)652-0463
(815)469-8455
(708)354-8868
(847)699.0442
(217)355-1375
(217)774-5265
(219)626-2010
(316)263-8835
(318)837-1028
(508)540-3214
(410)565-8328
(410)282-9233
(517)486-3921
(517)394-1047
(313)326-2424
(612)459-5787
(612)521-4133
(612)884-1517
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MO-2281
MO-1668
MO-1830
MO-2139
MT-2572
NJ-3019
NM-1596
NM.-2500
NY-2004
NY-15817
NY-2151
NY-1864
NY-2301
OH-2391
OH-2045
OH-2570
OH-2043
OH-2969
OK-3001
OR-2379
OR-2233
OR-2399
OR-1620
PA-408
PA-1845
PA-1826
5C-795
TX-2447
TX-2785
TX-2569

LAST
Dickman
Haas
Patterson
Petrie
Joubert
Wiatroski Sr
(alusha
McKinney
Contreras Ir,
Goonan
Holden
Masters
Lygmunt
Baum
Cryberg
Eadsley
Lamp
May
Freeman
Combs
Duimstra
Perkins
Sears
Fino
Reba/Goodling
Trout
Georgi
Hardman
Johnson
Kern

FIRST
Richard & Rose
Nita
Yvonne
Robert
Paui
Robert
Charies
Cindy
Fernando
Patrick
Russel
Mary
Andrea
Larry
Dawn

Larry & Beatrice

Michael
Richarg
Glenn
Brenda
Julie
Shirley
Ursuta
Gary
Gene/Gary
Ned
Laura
Diane
Noma
Valarie

Mi

PHONE

(314)528-3444
(816)331-5285
{816)3533-9964
(816)459-9800
(406)284-6045
(908)273-4639
{305)434-6296
{505)324-23%0
(718)231-6729
{716)288-56353
(816)938-3610
{(11631227-5043
{315)894-7328
(513)892-780G6
(216)283-2172

(4191263-2795

(61417493431
{216)221-3039
{405)879-0014
(503)388-3089
(541)757-3117
(50336590229
{541)557-3607
{717)868-1057
{717)345-8141
{7111)786-7820
(864)654-8388
(214)328-7563
{713)930-9393
{817)599-9349
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KEY LAST FIRST Ml PHONE

TX-1028 McBrayer Harold & Margie (713)338-2814
VA-2905  Black Lyn D (703)369-9278
VA-1660  Hartle Dorothy M (703)347-5192
VA-350 Oja Linda - {804)874-8581
VA-2232 Mills Thomas W (804)721-5459
WA-2595  Nelson Bill & Marylin (206)687-0706
WA-2581  Spencer Kristine (360)253-4572
W1-2819  Boeck Laura K (414)871-4956

National Finch and Softbill Society

1995 Annual Census
Common Name Key

Amethyst (Plumcoloured) Starling  CT-475

Aurora (Crimson Wing)Waxbill KS-1832, OH-2043

Bamboo Parrot Finch (Green-tailed Parrot Finch) NJ-3019

Black Cheeked Waxbill 11-1932, VA-2232, MO-2159, IL-1868, VA-350

Black Chinned Quail Finch MO-2159

Black Crested Finch FL-42, F1-490

Black Crowned (Capped) Waxbill OR-2379

Black Headed Siskin  FL-42

Black Hooded Nun OR-2233

Black Hooded (Red) Siskin FL-490, FL-2925, MO-1830

Black Masked Weaver MO-1830

Black Necked Aracari CT-475

Blue Breasted (Angolan) Waxbill 11-2184, FL-42

Blue Capped Waxbill WI-2819, GA-2653, FL-2052, OR-2379, NY-2004,
AZ-1980, OH-2045M0-2281, OR-2233, NM-1596, CO-2186,
F1.-316, NY-1517, AZ-2355, AZ-2054, NY-2151, 1L-1932,
F1.-2505, FL-490, OH-2043, AZ-2147, NY-1864, VA.2232,
FL-3069, MO-1830, WA-2581, DC-2896, FL-1502, PA-1826

Blue Faced Parrot Finch FL-1876, AZ-1980, M0-2281, OH-2570,
AZ-2355, CA-1902, NY-1864, MN-688, MO-2159, WA-2581,
NI-3019

Blue Faced Parrot Finch, Pied NY-1864

Blue Ground Dove CA-1902

Brazilian {Red Crested) Cardinal MI-354

Bronze Wing Mannikin OR-2233, FL-2913, CA-779

3
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Button Quail CQ-2186, FL-2505, MO-1830

Button Quail, Fawn CO-2186, FL-2638, M0-1830

Button Quail, Pearl FL-2638

Button Quail, Pied CO-2186

Button Quail, Red breasted CO-2186, FL.-42, FL-2638

Button Quail, Red breasted/Silver C0-2186

Button Quatl, Silver CO-2186

Button Quail, Silver Pied CQ-2186

Button Quail, White COQO-2186

Button Quail, White Pied CO-2186

Cbestnut Breasted Mannikin OR-2233

Chestout Mumia FL-2052

Chestnut Throated Seedeater FL-42

Cherry (Plumhead) Finch GA-2653, OR-2233, WA-2595, M0-2159

Chinese Laughing Thrush (Hoami) CT-475

Cinnamon Breasted Bunting FL.-490

Collared Warbling Finch MI-354

Combassou Wydah MD-2094, FL-490, MO-1668, VA-550

Cordon Bleu (Red Cheeked) Waxbill FL-2829, FL-1681, W1-2819,
FL-2052, AZ-1980, 11.-2184, AZ-2355, AZ-2054, FL-42, MD-2094,
CA-779, MO-2159, PA-1845, FL2997, 11.-1868

Crested Mynah (Chinese Crested Mynah) MI-442

Crimson Pileated (Red Crested) TX-1028, FL-490

Crimson Seedcracker CO0-2721

Cuban Melodious Finch (Cuban Grassquit) AZ-1980, MN-688, MQO-2159,
OR-1620

Cuban Olive Finch (Yellow-faced Grassquit) GA-2653, FL-3020

Cutthroat (Ribbon) Finch AZ-1980, FL-2913, NY-1517, AZ-2355, 1143,
NY-2301

Dark Firefinch (Blue-billed Firefinch) 1L-2184, FL-3069

Diamond Dove, Blue CO-2186

Diamond Dove, Blue/White ramp CO-2186

Diamond Dove, Brilliant/White tail C0-2186

Diamnond Pove, Fawn C0-2186

Diamond Dove, Normal CO-2186, NY-1517, FL-2505, CA-1902, NY-1864,
OR-1620, AL-2646, MA-661

Diamond Dove, Silver €0-2186

Diamond Dove, Silver/White ramp CO-2186

Diamond Sparrow (Firetail) Finch FL-2829, GA-2653, CA-2402, AZ-1980.
NM-1596, NY-1517, TX-2447, FL-490, OH-2043, CA-1902,
FL-3069, CA-779, FL-1502

Diamond Sparrow (Firetil) Finch, Fawn OR-2233, TX.2447, OH-2043

Dumont Mynah CT-475
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Emerald Starling CT-475

Emerald Toucanette CT-473

European Goldfinch (GA-2653, OH.2045, FL-3020, MG-2, VA-550281,
C(Q-2186, FL-2505

Firefinch** WI.2819, NY-1517, MD-2094, VA-2232

Gold Breasted Waxbill FL-1681, GA-2653, K8-1832, AZ-1980, 11.-2184,
FL-316, NY-1317, TX.2447, AZ.2054, F1.-42, FL-2508, F1.-490,
OH-2043, MD-2084, VA-2232, CO-2721, FL-3069, M0-1830,
CA.T79, MO-2159, PA-1845, 1L-1868

Golden Song Sparrow  CALTT9, MA-661

Gouldian Finch** IN-253%, WE-2818, GA-2633. NY-1817, TX.2788,
TX-256%, MD-.2094, FL-2925, CA-1902, TX-1028, NM-2900,
WA.2595, FL-3069, CA-779, MO-2159, PA-1845, AL-2646,
LA-1579, ¥1.-1502, PA-1826, MO-1668

Gouldizn Finch. Black head/Blue breast {T-2453

Gouldian Finch, Black-head/Purple breast FL-2829, OH-2391, OR-2379,
NY-2004, KS-1832. AZ-1980. OH-2045. MO-228]. OR-2233,
OH-2570. PA-408, NM-1396, CO-2186. FL316, AZ-2355.
VA-1660, AZ-2054, 1L-1932, FL-42, MT-2572, FL-2285, OH-2045,
1L-2706, NY.1864, OH.2569, VA-2232, CO-2721, CA-T78
OR-2599, WA-2381. DC.2896. PA-1826, MN-2417, NY-2301,
MO-1830, MO-2159, FL-1406

Gouldian Finch, Black head/Purple breast - Dilute OH-2570, NY-1864

Gouldian Finch, Black head/White breast NY-2004, AZ-1980, MO-2281,
OH-2570, NM-1596, C0O-2186, FL-316, VA-1660, AZ-2054, FL-42,
OH-2045, NY-1864, OH-2869, VA.2232, C0.2721, OR-2599,
WAQ-2581, CT-2453, PA1826, MN-2417, M(-2159, FL.-2997,
FL-1406

Gouldian Finch, Biack head/Purple breast/Yellow bodied AZ-1980,
M0-.2281, CO-2186, OH-2043, NY-1864, VA-2232, CO-2721,
OR-1620 '

Gouldian Finch, Black liead/White breast/Yellow bodied AZ.1980,
MO-.2281, C6-2186, FL-42

Gouldian Finch, Black head/Blue breast/Blue bodied C7T-2453

Gouldian Finch, Black head/Purple breast/Blue bodied AZ-1980, MO-2281,
OH-.2570, CO-2186, AZ-2054, FL-2288, F1-490, OH.2969,
VA-2232, OR-2599

Gouldian Fiach, Black head/Purple breast/Blue bodied - Dilute OQH-25870,
NY-1864

CGouldian Finch, Black head/White breast/Blue bodied OH-2391, AZ-1980.
OH-2570, NM.1596. CO-2186, MT-2572. FL.-2285. NY-1864,
OH-2969, VA-2232, OR-2599,. WA.2381

Gouldiar Finch, Black head/Purple chest/Silver bodied C(0.2186
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Gouldian Finch, Black head/White chest/Silver bodied C0-2186, CT-2453

Gouidian Fincly, Black head/Lavender breast/Silver bodied (CT1-2453

Gouldian Finch, Black head/White breast/Silver bodied CH-2570

Gouldian Finch, Orange head/Blue breast CT-2453

Gouldian Finch, Orange head, Lavender breast (CT-2453

Gouldian Finch, Orange head/Purple breast  FL-2829, FL-1681, VA-2905,
K8-1832, AZ-1980, OH-2045, MO-2281, OH-2570, PA-408,
NM-1596, CO-2186, FL-316, AZ-2355, MT-2572, FL.-2285,
OH-2043, NY-1864, OH-296%, C(-2721, OR-2599, WA-2581,
MO-1830, MO-2159, FL-1406

Gouldian Finch, Orange head/Purple breast - Dilute  KS-1832, OR-2233,
OH-2570, NM-1596, NY-1864, CO-2721

Gouidian Finch, Orange head/White breast AZ-1980, MO-2281, OR-2233,
OH-2570. NM-1596, C0O-2186, FL-316, FL-42, F1.-2285, NY-1864,
OH-2969, OR-2599, WA-2581. CT-2453, MN-2417. MO-2159

Gouldian Finch. Orange head/White breast - Dilute  OH-2391

Gouldian Finch. Orange head/Lavender breast/Yellow bodied  FL-42

Gouldian Finch. Orange head/Purple breast/Yellow bodied KS-1832.
MO-2281, OH-2570. CO-2186. FL-42. NY-1864, CO-2721

Gouldian Finch. Orange head/Whige Breast/Yellow bodied  KS-1980.
OH-2045, MO-2281, OH-257G, €0-2186, 1L-2706, CO-2721,
OR-2599, D(-2896, FL.-1406

Gouldian Finch,Orange head/Purple breasi/Blue bodied CO-2i86

Gouldian Finch,Orange head/White breast/Blue bodied CO-2186, PA-1826

Gouldian Finch, Orange head/Purple breast/Silver bodied OH-2570,C0-2186

Gouldian Finch, Orange head/Whise breast/Silver bodied OH-2186

Gouldian Finch, Red head/Blue breast (T-2453

Gouldian Finch. Red head/Lavender breast NM-1596, CT-2453

Gouldian Finch, Red head/Purple breast FL.-2829, FL-1681, OH-2391,
VA-2905, OR-2379, NY-2004, KS-1832, AZ-1980, GH-2045,
MO-2281. OR-2233, OH-2570, NM-1596, CO-2186, FL-316,
AZ-2355. VA-1660. AZ-2054. 1L-1932, FL-42, MT-2572, FL-2285,
OH-2043. [1.-2706, AZ-2147, NY-1864, OH-2969, VA-2232,
C0-2721, 1L-2485, CA-779. OR-2599, WA-2581, DC-2896,
PA-1826. MN-2417, MO-1830, MQ-2159, FL-2997, FL-1406,
VA-550

Gouldian Finch. Red head/Purple breast - Dilute  FL-1681, OH-2391,
K5-1832. OR-2233, OH-2570, NM-1596. VA-2232, CO-2721.
MN-2417, MN-2417, MO-2159%, FL-14G6

Gouldian Finch. Red head/White breast OH-2391. OR-2379. NY-2004,
AZ-1980. OH-2045. MO-2281. OH-2570, NM-15396, CO-2186,
FL-316. VA-1660, AZ-2054. F1.-42. FL-2285, ¥1.-490, OH-2043.
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NY.-1864, VA-2232. CO-2721. 1L-2485, OR-2599, WA-2581,
CT-2453, PA-1826, MO-1830. FL-1406

Goualdian Finch, Red head/White breast - Dilute  OH-2391

Gouldian Finch. Red head/Purple breast/Yellow bodied NY-2004, K3-1832
AZ-1980, OH-2045. MO-2281, OR-2233, OH-2570, CO-2186,
FE-2285, OH-2043, AZ-2{47, NY- 1864, VA-2232, CO-2721,
OR-1620, MN-2417, NY-2301, MO-2155

Gouldian Finch, Red head/Rose breast/Yeliow bodied VA-2232

Gouldian Finch, Red head/White breast/Yellow bodied FL-1681, NY-2004,
KS-1832, AZ-198CG. OH-2045. MO-2281, OR-2233, OH-2579,
CO-2186, HL.-2706, VA-2232, CO.2T21, OR-2599, PA-1826.
MN-2417, MO-2159, FL-1406

Gouldian Finch, Red head/Blue breast/Blue bodied Ct-2433

Gouldian Finch, Red head/Lavender breast/Blue bodied CT-2453

Gouldian Finck. Red Head/Purple breast/Blue bodied OH-2391, AZ-1980.
MO-2281. OH-2570. CO-2186, FL-2285 NY-1864. OR-2599,
WIN-2417

Gouldian Finch. Red Lead/White breast/Blue bodied  AZ-1980. OH-2370.
CO-2186. FL-2285. NY-1864. OR-2599

Gouldias Finch, Red head. Purple breast/Silver Bodied (0O-2186. OR-2599

Gouldian Finch. Red head/White breast/Silver Bodied €0-2186

Greater Indian Hill Mynah (T-475. FL-2638, MD-1027, Mi.442

Green Backed Twinspot  FL-1868

Green Glossy Starling  FI1L-490

Green Singing Finch  FL-2829, OR-2379. OH-2043, 1L-2184. CA-2979.
PA-408, NM-1596, CG-2186, SC-785, NY-1517. NY-2154,
FL-25058, OH-2043, 1L-2706, MD-2094, 11-2485, PA-1845,
OR-1620, AlL-2646

Green Wing Dove CA-1902

Grey Plantain-Eater M1-354

Jameson's Firefinch AZ-1980, 11.-2184

Java Hill Myaah FL-2638

fava Sparrow (Rice Bird). Cinnamon (or Fawn} OR-1620

Java Sparow {Rice Bird), Normal AZ-1980. FL-2913. FL-49C. AXK-3000,
0H-2569, M1-442, MO-1668

Java Sparrow (Rice Bird), White OR-1620

Lavender Waxbill OR-2379, 1L-2184. AZ-2054. NY-1864, VA.2232.
MO-2159. FL-490. F1.-2997

Lined Seedeater (Black and White Lined Seedeater) FL-3020

Longsailed (Glossy) Starling CT-475

Masked Grass Finch  AZ-2335. NY-1864. WA-2595

Meiba Waxbill (Green Winged Pytitia) FL-1876. TX-1028. MO-2159

Moluccan {(Muiia) Mamikin  OR-2233
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Mountain Witch Dove CA-1902

Napolean Weaver FL-1876

Orange Bishop {(Red) Weaver FL-2946, IL-2706, M(O-1830, FL-490,
MD-1027

Orange Cheek Waxbill FL-1681, FL-2052, OR-2379, KS-1832, AZ-1980,
FL-3020, FL-42, FL-2505, 1L-2706, AK-3000, VA-2232, 11.-2485,

" CA-779, MO-2159, PA-1845, FL-490, VA-550

Owl (Bicheno) Finch OH-2391, VA.2905, CA-2402, OR-2379, NY-2004,
KS-1832, AZ-1980, OH-2045, MO-2281, MO-2233, OH-2570,
CO-2186, FL-316, NY-1517, AZ-2355, AZ-2054, 1L-1932,
OH-2043, 11.-2706, MD-2094, AZ-2147, AK-3000, CA-1902,
OH-2969, VA-2232, WA-2595, C0O-2721, FL-3069, MO-1830,
1L.-2485, OR-2599, MN-688, M(G-2159, PA-1845, FL.-490,
WA-2581, CT-2453, PA-1826, FL-2997

Pagoda Mynah FL-490

Painted Finch CO-2721

Paradise Wydah NM-1596, CO-2186, TX-1028

Parson (Black throated) Finch FL-2052, [1.-2184, OR-2233, AZ-2355,
NY-2151, WA-2595, MA-661, PA-1826

Peale’s Parrot Finch FL-2052, NJ-3019

Pearl Headed Amadine FL-2052, 1L-2184, OR-2233, FL-490

Pekin Robin (Nightingale) MI-354, OK-3001, FL-2946, MO-1830

Persa (Green Crested) Touraco FL-490, CT-475

Peter's Twinspot MO-2281, OR-2233, FL-3069, FL-490

Pictorella (Pectoral) Mannikin  FL.2052, FL-42

Pintailed (Nonpariel) Parrot Finch  FL-2052, AZ-2355, CA-1902, FL.3069

Pintailed Wydah MN-2924, CA-779

Plush Crested (Capped) Jay FL-42, MD-1027

Purple Grenadier NY-2004, 1L-2045, AZ-2054, 11.-1932, FL42, CO-2721,
FL-3069, M(G-2159, CT.2453

Quail Finch MO-2159

Queen Wydah  F1-490

Red Crested Touraco FL-490, MD-1027

Red Ear (Black Rumped) Waxbill 1L-2045, VA-1660, FL-2505, 1L-2485,
CA-779, M(G-2159, PA-1845, FL-490, AL-2646

Red Faced (Red Eyed) Crimson Wing M(O-2281

Red Headed Finch NM-1596, MO-2159

Red Headed Parrot Finch  FL-1876, GA-2653, CA-2402, FL-316, AZ-2355,
NY-2151, FL-42, FL-490, OH-2043, CA-1902, NY-1864,
WA-2595, FL-3069, MO-1830, TX-1028, OR-2599, WA-2581,
FL-1502, NI-3019, FL-2997

Red Headed Parrot Finch, Pied NY-1864

Ringneck Dove MO-1668
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Rosey Rumped Waxbiti FL-2829, IL-2045, MO-1830, CA-779

Rothschild's (Bali) Mynah CT-475, MD-1027

Royal Searling  CT-473, MD-1027

Rufous Back (Blue Bilied) Mannikin MA-661

Rufous Naped Weaver MD-1027

Scaley Crowned Weaver NY-1864

Senegal {Red-billed) Firefinch GA-2653, 1L-2184, AZ-2054. 11.-1932,
FL-42, FL-490, OH-2043, AZ-2147, M(-2139, VA-550

Shafeail (Red Beak} Finch, Cream OH-2391

Shafttail (Red Beak) Finch, Fawn FL-484, NM-1596

Shafitall (Red Beak)y Finch, Normal F1.-2829, OH-239%1, FL-484, AZ-1980,
OH-2045, OR-2233, OH-2570, NM-1596, NY-1517, AZ-2353,
AZ-2147, NY-1864, FL-3069, CA-179, MO-2139, PA-1845,
MA-661, FL-1502, FL-2957

Shafttail {Red Beak) Finch, White FL-484, NM-1596

Shama Thrush C1-475, TX-1428

Shelley's Seedeater (Brimstone Canary) CA-T79

Siberian Goldfinch  FL-2829. VA-550

Silverbill, African WI.2819, FL-484, CA-2402, KS8-1832, OH-2570.
SC-795. NY-1517, AZ-2355, CA-T79

Sitverbill, indian MO-2281, OR-2233, OH-2570, PA-408, PA-1845%

Society (Bengalese) Finch®*  IN-2339, WI1-2819, GA-2653, MO-2281,
FL-2913, NY-1517, TX-2785, MD-2094, FL-2925, CA-1902,
VA-2232, WA-2595 CA-779, PA-1845, AL-2646, CT-2453,
VA-350

Society (Bengalese} Finch, Chestout and White FL-1876, OR-2233,
OH-2570, CO-2i86, MT-2572, OH-2969, OR-1620, WA-2581,
MO-1668

Society {Bengalese) Finch, Chestaut and White - Dilute  OR-1620

Society (Bengalese) Finch, Chestout Self  FL-484, 11-2171, OR-2233,
FL-42, OH-2969, WA-2581,

Seciety (Bengalese) Finch, Chocolate and White FE-2829, FL-1876,
OH-2391, 11-2171, Mi-354, NY-2004, FL-3020, OR-2233,

OH-2570, PA-408, NM-1596, CO-2186, MT-2572, FL.-2285,

IL-2706, CO-2721, 11.-2485, OR-1620, MA-661, Wa-2581,

PA-1826, MO-1668

Society (Bengalese) Finch, Chocolate Seif 1L-2171, OH-2045, i1-2184,
MO-2233, OH-2570, PA-408, F1-42, CO-2721, [L-2485, MN-688,
OR-1620, WA-2581

Society {Bengalese) Fiach, Chocolate Seif - Dilute OR-1620

Society {Bengalese) Finch, Crested  FL-1876. M1-354, NY-2004. 12045,
OR-2233, PA-408, PA-408. CO-2186, IL-2706, OR-1620, MA-661,
WA-2581
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Society (Bengalese) Finch, Fawn and White FL-2829, FL-1876, OH-2391,
FL-484, 11.-2171, M1-354, NY-2004, FL-3020, OR-2233, QH-2570,
PA-408, NM-1596, CO-2186, FL-2285, 1L-2706, OH-2969, '
MN-2924, C0O-2721, F1.-490, OR-1620, MA-661, WA.2581,
PA.1826, MO-1668

Society (Bengalese) Finch, Fawn and White - Dilute KS-1832, OH-2570,
FL.-42, OR-1620, MO-1668

Society (Bengalese) Finch, Fawn Self FL-2829, OH-2045, 11.-2045, FL-42,
QH-2969, CO-2721, 11.-2485, MN-688, OR-1620

Society (Bengalese) Finch, Fawn Self - Dilute FL-484, NM-1596, 1L-43

Society (Bengalese) Finch, Tricolor OR-2233, OR-1620, MA-661

Society {Bengalese) Finch, White Self FL-1876, KS-1832, OH-2045,
OR-2233, CO-2186, OR-1620, WA-2581, MO-1668

Spice Finch IN-2539, WI-2819, CA-2402, IL-2045, OR-2233, OH-2570,
FL-2913, AK-3000, IL-2485, CA-779, MA-661, MD-1027

St. Helena (Common) Waxbill AZ-1980, FL-42, OH-2043, VA.2232,
FL-409

Star Finch, Red Faced FI1.-2829, FL-1681, GA-2653, CA-2402, FL-2052,
AZ-1980, MO-2159, MO-2281, NM-1596, CO-2186, NY-1517,
AZ-2355, AZ-2054, NY-2151, FL-42, OH-2043, NY-1864,
OH-2969, VA-2232, CO-2721, FL-3069, MN-688, MO-2159,
F.-409, FL-1502, FL-2697

Star Finch, Yellow Faced FL-1681, FL-2052, AZ-1980, NM-1596,
AZ-2054, FL-42, MO-2159, FL-1502

Star Finch, Pied FL-2052

Strawberry Waxbill FL-2829, W1-2819, OR-2379, AZ-1980, OH-2045,
[L.-2045, CO-2186, 8C-795, NY-1517, AZ-2054, IL-1932, FL-2505,
FL-490, MD-2094, AK-3000, VA-2232, WA-2595, CO-2721,
FL-3069, CA-779, MO-2159, WA-2581

Strawberry Waxbill, Chinese VA-2232

Superb {Spreo) Starling FL-490

Swee Waxbill 11.-2184, AZ-2054

Timor Sparrow  CA-779 :

Tri-colored Nun CA-2402, OR-2233, PA-408, AK-3000, CA-779, FL-409

Tri-coloured (Blue breasted) Parrot Finch CA-1902, FL-3069, NJ-3019

Troupial FL-490

Violet Eared Waxbill NY-2004, NY-1518, 1L-1932, MO-2159, CT-2453

White Cheeked Touraco MD-1027

White Collared Mynah CT-475

White Eye (Zosterop) FL-490

White Hooded Nun QR-2233, CA-779, MN-688

Yellow Legged (Shining) Honey Creeper  CT-475

Yellow Rumped Serin {Gray Singing Finch) OH-2570, VA-1660, OR-1620
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Yellow Winged Pytilia  F1L-490, MO-215%

Zebra Finch®*  IN-2539, NY-2151, FL-2505, TX-2569, CA-779, PA-1845,
Mi-2878

Zebra Finch, Black Breasted FL-484, OR-2233, MA-661, WA-2581

Zebra Finch, Black Cheeked F1L-484

Zebra Finch, Black Faced FL-484

Zebra Finch, Black Cheeked/Black Faced FL-484

Zebra Finch, Chesenut Flanked White FL-2829, FL-484, 1L-2171, OR-2233,
PA-408, CO-21858, TX-2447, OR-1620, MA-661, PA-1820,
MO-1668

Zebra Finch, Chestnat Flanked White/Black breast CO-2186

Zebra Finch, Chesmut Flanked White/Red breast CO-2186

Zebra Finch, Cream  FL-484, CO-2186. MA-661

Zebras, Crested PA-40B, WA-2581

Zebra Fiuch, Fawn FL-2829, FL-484, IL-2171, FL-2913, CO-2186,
TX-2447, MN-688, IL-43, OR-1620, MA-661, MO-1668

Zebra Fineh. Florida Fancy  FL-484. PL-2901, OR-2233, CO-2721,
MA-661. WA-Z381, MO-1668

Zebra Finch, Lightback  FL-484, OR-2233. TX-2447, MA-661 MO-1668

Zebra Fincl:, Normal (Grey) FL-484, 112171, 11.-2045, FL-3020, PA-408.
FL-2913 CO-2186, {1L-2706, CO-2721, MN-688. 1L-43, OR-1620,
AL-2646, MA-661, PA-1826, M(-1668

Zebra Flneh, Orange Breasted FL-484, OR-2233, WA-2581

Zebra Finch, Orange Froneed FI.-484

Zebra Finch, Pastel! FL-484

Zebra Finch, Penguin  F1-484, OR-2233, C0-2721, MA-661, WA-2381

Zebra Finch, Pied IL-2045, PA40R, FL-2913, MT-2572, 1L-2706,
MA-661, WA-2581

Zebra Finch, Sibver OR-2233, MA-661, WA-2581

Zebra Finch, White FL-2829, PA-408, FL-2913, CO-2186, MT-2572

** pot enough specific information reported for species and/or mutations,
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Revolutionary

f Revolutionary really does apply. World renowned chemist Dr. Harvey Ash-
meid has developed a formula, that [ believe will forever change the raising of
hirds. He has been awarded 52 patents on his formulas. T am convinced that
our birds will have much better youngsters from the Breeding Edge formu-
ias that [ am making a money back guarantee. If you don't see significant im-
provement in your birds health and stamina in just 7 days, return the formula

B for a full refund. [f the guarantee isn't enough, or you want more information,
order a cassette tape on which Dr. Ashmeid explains how and why the formula
works. The tape is $2 and you may return the tape for a $2 credit on your first
order. We have lots of breeders using this formula, | get calls every day with
glowing reports! You have nothing to lose and a great deal to gain with this
product.

Bl‘€€dil‘lg Edge is designed specifically for breeders and youngseers.

£ Youngsters will come out of the nest with super heaith. better muscie and

¥ fcather quality. Breeders will undergo much less stress on the Breeding Edge
j formula. Because youngsters will be super health, they will grow gaicker.
The Breeding Edge formuia contains NO drugs.

One months supply (treats 32 gallons of water) $18 U.S. *

I was very skeptical, but the birds look farastic, breeders and youngsters
thrive on the Breeding Edge formula.” 5
Rick Winegar, Salt Lake City, UT K
"My 14 year old foundation hen was on her “death bed’. Afer a week on the g8
Breeding Edge formula. she recovered completely. Amazing!
Bifl Tracy, Fort Washington, MDD

BreakThru Products

" Kyle Bolton
535 W Broadway *Red Lion, PA 17356+(717) 246-0936
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11TH ANNUAL
Great American Bird Show, Inc.
SATURDAY & SUNDAY OCTOBER 5 & 6, 1996

Sanctioned Judging — Saturday 9 AM - 6 PM
Bird Mart ~ Sunday 9:00 AM - 5 PM

JUDGRS
ARG PUDGERIGARS . . WALT HOWARD
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O ABL TYPECANARES | DR FRANK MASTIN
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QRN
o
SA\.ES & %;?{\)UC“S
0¥ $1,000
?‘E\«P‘T ¥
CASH AWARD
BEST BIRD IN SHOW

HOSTED BY,
FLORIDA WEST COAST AVIAN SOCIETY
SARASOTA FLOR:DA

FOR MORE NFODRMATION CONTALDT.
toeal. Shouw, Hotel, Bird smart, v
caft: Tadd Lee Eize!
1943 3232023 Fax (34113277340
Far Kaylee GAHS info:
cad, Qavat Dolkar
Phone 3x (813} 935-3893 1000 Bive of the Arts. Sarasols




NFSS Affiliates,
Delegates & Shows

{Listing as of March 1, 1996}

ALABAMA
Centrat Alabama Avicuitural Society
Ginny Allen {334) 749-7168
Show August 311996
Montgomery. AL
Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert

Rocket City Cage Bird Club

Ron Ciifing (008 RE2.TIRL

CALIFURNIA
Aviary Assn. of Kern County
Willis & Velva Baker {805 T65.6: 14
Show December 7. 1996
Tafl. Ca
Panel Judge: Many von Raesfeld

Capitof City Bird Society
Pare B, Cagle (916) 944-2437
Show Qciober 19&20, 1996
Placer County Fairgrounds
2(th Anniversary Show
Roseville, CA
Panel Judge: Marty von Raesfeld

Finch Society of San Diego County
haron Russell {619) 273-2005
Show November 2. 1996
San Dicgo. CA

¥Frespe Canary and Finch Soclety
Dixie Lea (0% 584-3764

Golden Gate Avian Society
Claudia Salo (310) 455-9909
Show Novemnber 9. 1996
Livermore, CA
Pinel Judge: Clayion Jones

* oy NFSS affiliate. but polsts
carpabie under NVES Panet Judge.

The NFSS Bulletin

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic
Bird Club
Neit Crowley (408) 2584601
Show November 30, 1996
Santa Clara, CA
Panel Judge Marty Von Raesfeld

COLORADO
Rocky Mountzin Society of Aviculture
Juiie Kern (303) 733-6145

CONNECTIHOLUY
Connecticut Association for Avieuliure
Chris Voronoviich {283) 649-8220
Show Qctober 26, 1996
Manchester, 7
Panel Judge: Daren Decoteau

New England Finch Fanciers
Russedt Armiage, Jro (2033 736-1753

Aviary & Cage Bird Society of South
Fiorida
Phil Barth {305) 426-3340
Show August 24,1906
Fo. Lauderdate. FL
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

Central Florida Bird Breeders
Eugene F. Goss, Ir. {407} 857-1274

Colorbred Canary Club of Miami
Armando § Lee {365 270-1806
Show November 30, 1996
25th Aamuversary Show
Hialeah, FL
Panet Judge: Stephen Hoppin

Exotic Bird Clab of Florida
Jonathan lones {4673 724-9498

Florida West Coast Avian Seciety

Florida State Fair Exotic Bird Show
Dale Laird (407) 6577989
Daouble Show
February 13, 1997 Samrday
Fehruary 16, 1997 Sunday
tor infu 1-800-345.3247
Tamywt. FL
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Greater Brandon Avian Society, Ine.

John Floyd (8133 677.7679

Sun Coast Avian Society
Joe Ventimiglia (813) 392.9391
Show Qctober 19, 1996
St. Petersburg. FL
Panet Judge: Tom Rood

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society
Dale Laird {407} 657-7989
Show Qctober 12, 1998
Orlando. FL
Panel Judge: Clarenve Culwell

GEORGIA
Georgia Cage Bird Society
Candy Wright (404) 633-4364
Show November 2, 1996
Muarietia, GA
A0k Anesind Show & Fur
Parel hudpe: Bari Couns

HAWAIL _
Honolalu Canary and Finch Club
Kathy Perreira (808) 839-2249

ILLINOIS
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
Jane Muscato {708) 3059043
Show November 2, 1996
Rolling Meadows, 1L
Pancl Judge: Paul Willlams

Hiini Bird Fanciers
Jap Marcott (217) 347-9696G
Show June 1. 1956
Pane! Judge Clarence Culwell
Shehyville. IL

National Institute of Red-Orange
Canaries (NIROC)
Stephan V. Hopman (R15) 469-8455
Show November 30, 1996
Elk Grove Village, {1
Panel Judge: Clarence Culwell

Springfield Pet Bird Club

INDIANA
Indiana Bird Fanciers
Conrad Memen (219 269-2873
Show Getober 12, 1996
Fi. Wayne. IN

Paunel hudge: Charles Anchor
I0WA
Mid-America Cage Bird Socicty
Rhoda Shirley ¢515) 243-1511
Show October 5. 1996
Des Muoines. 1A
Panei Judge: Martha Wigmore

KANSAS
Kansas Avicultural Society
Iim Cowan {316) 263-8833
Show October 11 & 12, 1996
Wichita, KS
Panel Judge: Laura Bewiey

KENTUCKY
Central Keatucky Cage Bird Society
Patricis Wilking (606} 271-0273

LOUISIANA
Capital Area Avicultural Society
Tim Schexmvidae (304) 362-25374

Gulf South Bird Club, fne.
Jeanne Murphy (304) 833-4241

MARYLAND
Baltimore Bird Fanciers

Marvland Cage Bird Society
Theresa Brown (301) 7357662

MASSACHUSEYTS
Massachusetts Cage Bird Assoc.
Dianna Smith {508) 540-3214
Show October 19,1996
Hanover, MA
Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert

MICHIGAN
Great Lakes Avicultural Society
Diana Hugoe (616) 842.0163
Show Ociober 19, 1996
Rockford, MI
Panel Judge: Miki Sparzak

Mid-Michigan Bird Club
Mary Lou Tewilliger (317} 463.3695

Mid-West Cage-Bird Club, ine.
Patrick Vanee (816} 443.0643
Show September 11, 1986
Roumius, Mi
Panet Judge: Bill Parles
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NFSS
INTERNATIONAL
AFFILIATES

CANADA

Budgerigar & Foreign Bird Society
of Ontario
Jim Marks {416} 292-3852

Cage Bird Society of Hamilton

Burham Avicaltaral Society of
Gatario
Vigcen: Moase (905) 723.1978
Show September 27,28, & 29. 1996
Oshawa, Ontario, Canada
Tudge: Sam Crabbe

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Sociefy
Ajfred Mion {519} 948-6398
Show Cetober 18,19,&20, 1996
Windsor. Ontarie, Canada
Panel Judge: Paul Williams

NFSS
INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDENTS

AUSTRALIA
Queensiand Finch Society
CGavin Dietz, P.C. Box 1608,
Coorparon DC 415!
Queensland. Australia

GREAT BRITAIN
The Estrildian
fan Hinze. Coetrsf, Tyn Loa.
Holyhead, Gwynedd LL6S 3L,
Wales, United Kingdom

The Waxbil Finch Society
Mr. Buzz Hope-Inphis.
16 Litchiield Close, Piympton,
Flymouth PL7 3ULU. England

Zebra Finch Society, England
Margaret Binns, 97 Bent Lanes,
Davyhulme, Nr. Urmston. Manchester.
M31 8WZ England

NEW ZEALAND
New Zealand Finch Breeders Assn.

Moter City Bird Breeders, Inc.
Robert Zalewski {313) 336-3942
Show October 26, 1996
Warren, Ml
Pagnel Judge Harold Bowles

Society of Canary and Finch Breeders
Patrick Vance (810) 443-0643

MISSOURI
Greater Kansas City Avie. Society
Nita Haas (816) 331-5285
Show October 19, 1996
Raymore. MQ
Panel Judge: Patrick Vance

Heart of America Hookbill & Finch
Society
Moses Linn (816} 523-4661
Show June B & 8§, 19960
Grapdview, MG
Panel Judge: Miki Sparzak &
Harold Bowles

Missouri Cage Bird Association
Richard & Rose Dickman
(314) 928-3444
Show November 1&2. 1996
Eureka. MO
Panel Judge: Martha Wigmore
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NEW HAMPSHIRE
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society

NEW MEXICO
New Mexico Bird Club, Inc.
Gail Ranshaw {505) 822-1483
Show September 28, 1996
Albuguergue, NM
Panel Judge: Harold Bowles

NEW YORK
Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association
Rene Rouse (315) 252-7673

New Yeork Finch & Type Canary Club
Marie Grein {718) 468-0881

Rochester Cage Bird Club
Patrick Goonan {716) 288.5653
Exhibition August 10, 1996
Rochesier. NY

NORTH CAROLINA
Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society
April Blazich {919} B31-80T%

Smokey Mtn. Cage Bird Society
Jim Cody (704} 686-5157

QHIO
Cleveland Cage Bird Society
Arnette Howard {216} 337.7654
Show Gctober 12, 1996
Parma, OH
Panel fudge: Tom Rood

Fort Defiance Bird Club
Larry Endsley (419) 263-2795
Show Septernber 28, 1996
Defiance. OH
Panel Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau

Toledo Bird Assn. & Zebra Finch Club
of America
Rick Yunker (419} 691.9432
Show September 28, 1996
Toledo, OH

OKLAHOMA
Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma
Gene and June Miller (403} 3827066
Show September 28, 1996
Oklaitoms City. OK
Panel Judge: Marty von Raesfeld

Oklahoma Cage Bird Society
Doug Paris (918) 446-2447
Show Ociober 26. 1996
Talsa, OX
Panel Judge: Ray johnsoen

OREGON
The Finch Connection
Kristine Spencer (206} 2534372

Rose City Exotic Bird Club

PENNSYLYANIA
Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird
Society
Donald Strause {610) 926-5210
Show Septemnber 28, 1996
Grantville. PA
Pane! Judge Hal Koontz

Chester County Bird Breedors
Lorrame LaBoyne (6105 2696003
Show September 14, 1996
Kimberton, PA

Delaware Valley Bird Club
Kris Kroner (215) 6328-4143

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
Dr. Lindsay Clack (412) 363-6438

Northeastern Penn. Cage Bird Club
Gary Fing {717) 829-389!

PUERTO RICO
Organizacién Puertorriguefia de Aves
facky Civitarese (787) 752-4433
Show December 7, 19%6
Carolina. PR
Panel hudge: Daren Decoteau

Exoticas, inc.
Rafael Echevarria (809 795.3718

SOUTH CAROQLINA
Patmetto Cage Bird Club
Melvin Yoder {803) 459.5319
Shene September 21 & 22, 1996
Anderson. 5C
Panel Fudge: Hurold Bowies
& Conrad Meinent
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TENNESSEE
Middie Tennessee Cage Bird Club
Eva Duffey (615) 361-593¢%
Show October 5, 1996
Nashville, TN
Panel fudge: Conrad Meinert

TEXAS
Bay Area Cage Bird Club
Linda Beeman {713} 4850291

Capitat City Cage Bird Club
Fenton R. Mereness (512) 310-1802

Fort Worth Bird Club
Clarence Culwell (817) 220-3568
Show October 6, 1996
Arlington, TX
Panct Judge: Paul Wilhams

Texas Bird Breeders and Fanciers
Association
Clarence Culwell (817) 220-3568
Show QOctober 26, 1996
Temple, TX
Panel Judge: Tom Rood

‘Texas Canary Club
Chris Davis (713) 361-3364
Show November 2, 1996
Panel Judge: Laura Bewley

YIRGINIA
Peninsula Cage Bird Society
Linda Oja (B04) 874-8581

WISCONSIN
Badger Canary Fanciers Lid,
Evon Van Omum £414) 2334362
Show Ogrober 12,1996
Milwaukee, Wl
Panet Judge: Paul Williams

Changing Your Address?

Ballwin, MO 63022
Club delegates should also send
their change of address
separately to

Let NFSS be the first to greet
you at your new address!
Please sen this form
or this information t0

Lynda Bakula ferry McCawiey
NFSS Membership Chairman NFSS Liaison Officer
P.O. Box 3232 506 Candlewyck Rd
Membership
Name #
New Address
City
State Zip

Phone
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1996 Chronological Show List

2117 FL (1861 entries}
Fiorida State Fair
Exotic Bird Show
Day 1
Darar Decoteau

2/18 FL {150 entries)
Florida State Fair
Exotic Bird Show
Day 2
{Harold Bowles)

4118 WA

Pacific NW Spring Bird

Expo
{Or. AF Decoteau)

4119 WA

Pacific NW Spring Bird

Expo
{Canrad Meinert}

4/19 WA
Pacific NW Spring
Bird
{Harold Bowles)

June

61 4L
#lini Bird Fanciers
{Clarence Cutwell)

8/8 MO
Heart of America
Day 1
thiiki Sparraki

&6/2 MO
Heart of America
(ay 2
{Harpid Bowies}

8/24 Fi
Aviary & Cage Bird of
South Florida
tCharles Anchorj

8/31 AL
Centrat Afabama
Avicuitural Soclety
Conrad Meinert)

8/31 X
Bay Area Bird Show
{Ray Johnsoni

91 TX
Canary & Finch Soc.
{Ray Johnsan}

914 PA
Chester County Bird
Breeders

/21
Patmetie Cage Bird
Dy 1
fHarold Bowlas|

L

Mid-west Cage Bird
Club

{Bif Parlee}

B NH
Birds of a Feather
10, Af Decoteauf

/22 8C
Palmetta Cage Bird
Day 2
{Conrad Merngrt}

B ANM
New Mexico Bird Club
fCharfes Ancheori

2728 OH

Ft Defiance Bird Ciub
fOr. Al Decotesul

B PA
Cantrat Pennsyivania
Cage Bird Club
tHal Kovntzi
B OK
Bird Fanciers of
Okishoma
fMarty von Raesfald)

B FL

Kaytes Great Ameri-
can Bird Show
{Stephen Hoppinf

B A

Mid-America Cage Bird
Zociaty

iMartha Wigrnora)

wTN

Middle Tennessee
Cage Bird Club
fConrad Meinart}

X
Fort Worth Bird Ciuh
{Patd Willlams)

16412 FL

Sunshine State Cage
Bird Society
Clarence Cubtwell)

BN
Indiana Bird Fanciers
{Charfes Anchorf

B XS

Kansas Avicultural
Saociety

Haurg Bewlay|

B OH

Clevelanid Cage Bird
Society

{Tom Roodf

B |

Badger Canary & Finch
Chub

{faul Willlams)
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10719 Dntario
Essex-Kent Cage Bird
Society
{FPaul Williarms)

M CA

Capitel City Bird Sodi
ety inc

Day 1

Region #6 Show
Marty von Raesfeld)

MFi

Sun Coast Avian
Soc.

{Tom Roodi

o MA
Massachusetts Cage
Bird Show

{Conrad Meinert}

o M

Great Lakes Avicuhtural
Sociaty

{NIkP Sparcak)

o MC

Greater Kangas City
Avicuitural Society
{Patrick Vancei

o NY

New York Finch & Ca-
nary Type Club

fLaura Bewleyl

10/20 CA
Capitoi City Bird Soci-
aty inc.
Day 2
Region #6 Show
fMarty von Raesfeid)

10/26 CT
Connecticut
assoctation
for Avicuiture
{Garen Decoteaul

o A

Motor City Bird
breedesrs
{Harotd Bowles!

o OK

Cklahoma Cage Bird
Society

{Ray Johnsoni

o TX

Texas Bird Breeders &
Fanciers Agsociation
{Tom Roodi

November

1141 MO
Missouri Cage Hird
Day 1
fMartha Wigmore)

13/2 CA
San Diego Bird Show
Day 1

o Co

Rocky Mountain Soci-
ety of Avicuiture

{Hal Kaorntz)

IS

Greater Chicago Bird
Cluk

Rl Wiiliams}

o GA

Georgia Cage bird
Society

{Earl Courts]

o LA
Haton Rouge
{Adiki Sparzak)

o MO
Missouti Cage Bird
Bay 2
{Martha Wigmerei

Ml P4 Greatsr Pitts-
burgh
{Conrad Meinert}

T
Texas Canary Club
i aura Bewlfeyi

11/8 CA
Goiden Gate Avian
Society
tClayton Jones)

»FL
- Exotic Bird Club of
South Florida
{Martha Wigmored

11/14,11/15, &11/16M
Nationat Cage Bird
Show
{Stephen Hoppini

11/30 CA
Santa Clara Valiey Ca-
nary & Exotic Bird Club
{Marty von Raesfeldi

o Fi

Colorbred Canary Club
of Miami

{Stephen Hoppin}

oL

MNational Institute of
Red/Orange Canaries
Day 1

{Clarence Cubwelli

December

21 &
Nationatl Institute of
fed/Qrange Canaries
Day 2
{Clarence Cufwell]

12/7 PR
Organizacion Society of
Puerto Hico
tDaren Pecoteaul

1217 CA
Aviary Association of
Karm
{Marty von Raesfeld}
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FINCHSHOP

the National Finch and Softbill Sociely store

# 2 Cage Finches larger than Jebras
# 3 Cage Softhifs

SIZE/! PRICE TOTAL
ITEM Q1Y STYLE EACH AMT

NEW T-Shirt for 19951 M/ALIXE/IXXL $18.00
19 Colorful Finches in {circle size}
Stalks of Grass w/NFSS Al S0/50 White
Video “The Wonderful Members &
Wortd of Finches and Sofi- Affiliates::  §17.00
Bills: An Introduction” Nop-Members::  $22.00
Show Cage Plans {see sizes

helow} $4.60
Al 3 Show Cage Plans $10.00
NS5 Plastic Water Botile $6.00
NESK Zebra Pin 8300
NFSS Gouldian Pin 85600
Eric Peake Lithograph
The Digmond Firetatls
Signed by the artist $35.00
Name Badge (members Print name at

only} botiom of form. 35.00
Past Bulletin Issues-1994 $54.00

apd later 1ssnes

~1993 and eardicr issues £3.060
1993 NFSS Hapdbook Includes Census, Index &
tMembership Yeurbook} much more {TulfAug 95 issue) $4.00
NFSS Tudges Handbook it handsome smail 3-ring
and {fficial Standards "95 binder. Updated in 19951 S10.00

NFS_S SHOW CAGE‘PLN\?S TOTAL S
# 1 Cage Finches up to and including Zebras

- Member '
Name #
Address __
City
State Lip

ko

\

-

Mait form and payment
ipayahie to NFSS) to

FINCHSHOP
/o Julie Duimsira
4400 NW Walmut Blvd, #68
Corvallis. QR 97330

For more information call
{3440y 7873117

S/




THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

GUIDE TO ORDERING NFSS CLOSED LEG BANDS

NFSS walcomes commaents and suggestions far this Guide. Contact the home office.

size "A”
Small Waxbills
Gold-breasted Waxbill
Orange-cheeked Waxbill
Bicheno {Owl) Finch
Quail Finch
Red-eared Waxbill
Strawberry Finch

size "B”
Black-cheeked Waxhill
Cordor Blou Waxinl
Cuban Melodious Fich
Fire Fineh
Lavender Fineh
Olive Finch
Rutfous-backed Maunikin

ize "C”
size o
Black and White Mapnikin
Blue-capped Waxbill
Bronze-winged Mannikin
Cherry Finch
Green Singing Finch
Grey Singing Finch
Heck’s Shaffiail
Painted Finch
Pileated Finch
Pyiilias
" Red-headed Parrot Finch
Shafitail Finch
Silverhilis
Star Finch

size "D”
Blue-faced Parrot Finch
most other Parrot finches
Chestnut-breasted Finch

Gouldian Finch

Protorella Finch

Pin-tailed Nonpared
Yellow-rumped Finch
Zebra Finch

more size “D”

most smaller Mannikins
most Twinspots

size "E”
Black-crested Finch
Diamond Sparrow
Golden Song Sparrow
Nuns
Peter’s Twinspot
Siskins
Society Firach
Spice Finch

size "G”
Buropean Goldfinch
Magpic Mannikin
other large Mannikins
small Tanagers

i iz E J"J ”
Pekin Robin
Silver-eared Mesia
other small softbills

size "K”
Java Rice Bird
Red-crested Cardinal
Saffron
Shama Thrush

size "L"
Diamond Dove
other small doves
Quai}
other sofibills



THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SQCIETY

BAND ORDER FORM

NFSS offers to members only closed traceable alurr
num bands. Avallable only in the NFSS color of the
year, the bands are engraved with the initials MFS,
size code, year ang number. No chaice of numbers.

NG RUSH ORBERS!
Allow 38 days from receipt of
vour order for delivery,
Cashier's Check or Money Or-
der will expedite your order.
Anticipate yvour needs to avoid
frequent re-orders.

Al orders are recorded for permanent reference. Bands are ordered in strings of ten, all
the same size. New members may order before receiving membership number. Write

“New " for membership # on order form.

#OF PRICLY TOTAL

BAND SIZE STRINGS STRING AMT

A ! ! $2.75
B ? §2.75;
c $2.75.
(W $2.75
E $2.75
G $2.75%
J $2.7%
K $2.758
L $2.75
Under $50 - 5.75
From $56 to $100C - $1.60 o s
Over $100 - $2.50 INSURANCE
H you choose not to include this
surn NFSS will_not be responsible FOTAL
for repiacerment of bands lost in R
shipment,
, Membership  Mall form and payment
Name 4 payabte to NFSS to:
Address Mg Eileen Luard
NFSS Band Secretary
City 1166 Village Forest PL
Winter Park, FL 32792
State Zip t407 637 TURY

Phaa
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LEG BANDING PROCEDURE

courtesy of
The National Finch and Softbill Society

The most mporiant thing w0 remember when
banding chicks is to do it over a counter or @ble
so if the chick 1s dropped # doesn't fall o the
floor. The age 1o band varies between species
i butis generally between 5 and 10 days. You can
¢ tell hy fooking at the ankle joint (the joint where
7 the toes come together) and the size of the band.

Have the bands, 4 toothpick (or other small blumn

S instrunient and some lubrivane ready. Be sure

‘}(’4’1 vou Bave the bands “right side up™ for easier
v . reading.

© The band is generally placed on the bird's right
4 leg. Banding just before the parents go o roost
~~ . in the evening will prevent them from picking at
W* - the band. By the nexs morming they will have
/,{7:/ - forgotten about it.

Hold the chick firmly but in such a way as o not
cut off its breathing and so that you don't harm

. it. Remember, their bodies cannot tolerate com-

K(S\P . pression. Put a little bit of lubricant on the

ST - chick’s foot and slide the band over the three

a - front woes and finally over the ankle joint. The

. back toe will probably have to be gently pried

out from ander the band with a toothpick, The

~ bhand now should be in the proper location be-
. tween the ankle and the elbow joints.

;’ﬁ’r/ Cheok on the chigk the next few days (o be sure

e £ thar the band has not slipped off and that there
© are no serapes of irritations on the oot or leg.
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NFSS

Ciassitied ads fexcept FINCHSAVE ads)
are %.15 per word, per issue.

FOR SALE

Gauldians- Normals, White-hreasted.
Dilute/Yellow. Shafitails-Normal. Fawn
& Cream. Starse Normal, Yellow-faced
& Pied. Owils. Plumbeads (Cherries)-

Normal & Fawn, Strawberries. Most

NFSS Banded. Societies.

10, Ken's Exotic Finches
P.O. Box 2324 1{NFSS)
Cincinneil, OH 45223

or €313 341-6411 carly evenings

Send SASE

296

European Zcbras/ Mutations Larger
yDeep-chested. Cobbie Birds, Parsons.
Red-headed Parrots/ split pied. Fawn
Yellow-tailed Diamonds and
Gouldian/Mutations  "95°&'96°  Birds
Bob Vargo eves (908} 2334453 (NI}
1296

i Gowidians, Owls, Fires, Parrot
Finches. Pekin Robins, Silver Button
Quail. Diamond Doves and more. ..
Send stamped envelope for list. Feather
Caii. 1260 Scons Chute. Bl Sobrante,
CA 94803 or call phone(510) 7588884
fax.(310) 223.0928 ndoa

Button Quail: Red-breasted, Fawn,

Pearl & Black. 32.30 @ Can Ship Ex-
press Mail,
Lynda Scott (941) 353-1073 (FL} ja%6

Show Cages-Finch, Canary, Cockateil,
Heokbill, Lovebird. & Budgie - $1 for

price list - Doug Vecker, 13287 2Mxh w1, |

Council Biufs, LA 51503

{7133323.3933 1dS6

§

Blue-faced Parrot, Owls, Goulds, Shafl-
1ails. All Domestic Most closehanded

call Augie or Robert Petric (816)459-9800
(MO

7496

Cuban Black Bull Finches and Cuban
Melodious. cage bred. available in pairs.
Gerry Cherta (FL) (305} 6354800, 810
Spm. ab

WANTED

Wanted: Scaly Crowned Weavers.
Singles or pairs. Call Marie (NY} (718
468-0881. 196

FINCHSAVE classifteds run FREE of

charge to FINCHSAVE participants,

All readers are welcome 0 respond to
FINCHSAVE ads.

NFSS Bulletin Advertising Rates

Display {camera raady} Ads:
Fult page $50dissue; $200/year
Half page $30#4ssua: $120/year
Qtr. page $2{0/issue: $BDjyear
Inside cover $70/issue; $300/year

Classified Advertisernents
FINCHSAVE: fres to participants
Others: $.15 per word, per issue

Peadiines
1201 2290440 841, 8/1, 1011
for next bi-monthly issue,

Send ad and payment
{payable to NFS8i to
Aobart Patrie
MNESS Bulletin Editor
4325 NE ©3rd St
Kansas City, MO 64113
(R18: 459 9800
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Welcomeys Finch and Softhill Breeders and Enthusiasts!
Boe SIMOHINAVE - avivudture s foremost conperative breeding program e
' * Bi-monthly magarzine - The NFSS Bulletin » Annual census o

e Affiliamd clubs worldwide ® Show standards » Panel judges o
* Awards » NFSS traceabie bands in 9 sizes

NAME
ADDRESS

CITY STATE Zip
New Renew
PHONE NUMBER Member? _ NFSS #
Juntor
ANNUAL DUES: Single 820 ___Dual $23* ___ (under 16 yrs) $12.50 __
* 2nd name for dual membership

U 8. ¢& Pucrte Ricoy 1st class mailing. add $5.00.
Capadiar & foreign subscriptions mailed Ist class. Please send US funds,
Canadian. add 55,00 Foreign. add 310.060

Mait apphication and check payable to NFSS
to Lynda Bakula - NFSS Membership Services
PG Box 3232
Ballwin. MG 63022

Sponsoring Member s Namw
NESS #




NFSS Panel of Judges 1996

Charles Anchor S“{Pﬁ% Heppin William G. Parlee
630 Lake Park Drive 3836 Hidden Acres Circle 631 4N TFalcosvilie Rd.
Addison, L. 60101 N. Fort Myers, PL. 33903 Vernon, CT 06066

(312) 543-3757 {941) 697-2237 €203) 569-0200
Laura Bewley Ray Johnson Tom Rood
415 W. Mazin St. 1735 Stoneridge Way 313 N. Broadway
Atlanta, TX 75551-2524  Fayeuevile, GA 30214 Shelbyville, IL. 62565
{903) 796-4521 (4043 461-8675 (217 774-5265
Harold Bowles Claytor Jones Marion (Miki} Sparzak
230 College Circle P.O. Box 266 517 Qld North Point Rd.
Cedartown, GA 30125 Soquel, CA 85673 Baltimore, MD 21224
{71707 7484627 {408) 7188676 {410} 282-9233
Earl Courts Hal M. Koosntz Patrick Vance
1807 N.E. Colburn 2604 Auburn Ct. 18175 Avilla
Lee's Summit, MO 64063  Bakersficld, CA 93306 Lathrup Village, MI 48076
(816) 524-0921 {(805) 872-1063 {810) 4430643
Clarence Culwel Joseph Krader Marty Von Raesfeld
250 Horseshoe Dr. 29831 Weather wood 11335 Chapman St.
Springtows. TX 76082 laguna Niguel CA 92677 San Jose, CA 95126
{817) 220-5568 {714) 692-805% (408) 985-2712
Dr. Al E. Decotean Brian Magndarich Martha Wigmore
Panel Chairman 4743 E. Hedges Ave. 18913 Boston St. NW
P.C:. Box 369 Fresno, CA 93703 Eik River, MN 55330
Groton, MA 01450 {209) 255-6508 {612) 241-0071
Phone (603} 672-4568
Fax {603} 672-3120 Conrad Meinert Paul 5. Williams
1212 E. Cr. 300 8. 763 Donegal Drive
Daren Decotean Warsaw, IN 463580 Papitlion, NE 68046
89 Pleasaniview Ave. {219) 269-2873 (402) 592-5488

Siratford, CT 06497
{203) 377-2049

FOR INFORMATION ON
THE NFES JUDGES PANEL
CONTACT
DA. Al DECOYEAU
PANEL CHAIRMAN




