San Francisco, CA 94110-3531

1238 Vermont St.

The EuroCage™ is based on a
design used by many European
bird breeders. The cages can
be used singly or in stacks of
three high, covering an entire
wall or room, The cages are
light, sturdy, have powder-
coated fronts and durable white
plastic sides. These opaque
sides are an important part of
successful breeding; they sepa-
rate the pairs so they can hear
each other without seeing each
other. Each unit can be
equipped with a fluorescent
light to show the birds to their
best advantage. Nestboxes can
be placed on a platform inside
the cages which assures that
banks of cages can be neatly
fitted together. The design of
the cage allows for maximum
hygiene with minimum effort,
and the high quality aluminum

&
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Call 1.800.456.6780 CUSTOM CAGING SPECIALISTS
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Softbills & Finches
IN STOCK NOW:

Paradise Tanagers

Bearbed Barbets
Red-legged Honeycreepers
Owl Finches

Purple Grenadiers

We Proudly Offer our Paradise Earth
PREMIUM FINCH BLEND, & now our
SOFTBILL DIET.

Our premium diets are complete feeds, |
specifically designed for the dietary needs
of finches and softbills.

A We have worked diligently over the past several years on
M ! l our special feeds, which include Dried Insects, Bee
I Pollen, Vitamins, Dried Fruits, & Dried Vegetables.

‘ ‘ﬁ“‘ ~ Feed your birds our Paradise Earth
Premium Feed & see improved
“ feathers, breeding & overall health.

Buy Softbills, Finches and our Premium Feeds online at

www.BirdProduct.com
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Now available at ladygouldian.com
The newest MASTERWORK by
RUSSELL KINGSTON

The book has over 520 pages, weighs approx. 5.4 pounds and
measures 8.5 by 12 inches.
THE FINCH...a Breeder’'s Companion
Covers 70 species using 400 color photos.
Closely related species are treated separately,
But are grouped together in 25 chapters.

$129.95

10% discount for NFSS members

Available d[a’zd""e; \?\
at ladygouldian.com

770-939-4531 defying the myth of fragile gouldians
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animal take them seriously,
nutrition which is Why
we take their
nutrition seriously.

Exotic animal nutrition

is our business.

For over 20 years,

we've collaborated with

zoo and exotic animal

professionals to conduct

extensive research to

improve nutrition of exotic
Sign up for our

species. Our products are
newsletter today at

MAZURI.COM/NFS14 proven to support the
and be the first to health and longevity of
learn about: exotic animals.

- Latest Product
Information

* Product Promotions

« Tradeshows & Events

©2014 PMI Nutrition International. All Rights Reserved.




NFSS MissioN STATEMENT

The National Finch and Softbill Society is dedicated to promoting the
enjoyment of keeping and breeding finches and softbills to all interested
parties, enhancing our knowledge of the proper care of these birds, encour-
aging breeding programs, and working with other organizations for the
preservation of aviculture in this country.

JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

918 Georgia Ave m@=@s@ Etowah, TN 37331
Published Bi-Monthly by the NFSS

SUBMITTING MATERIALS FOR PUBLICATION. All materials should be submitted
to the editor, at editor@nfss.org. The NFSS reserves the right to edit and/or
reject all written, photographic, and advertising materials submitted. With
the exception of advertising, deadlines are 15th day of December, February,
April, June, August and October.

EDITORIAL POLICY. All NFSS-affiliated clubs have permission to reprint all
articles and photos, with the following exceptions: articles and photos with
either a copyright symbol or "All Rights Reserved" require the copyright
owner's permission. All "Reprinted by Permission of" articles require a writ-
ten permission from the originating source.

Opinions expressed or facts reported in articles and published in the NFSS
Journal do not reflect the view of the editor, the NFSS, or the Board of
Directors. Advertisements published in the NFSS Journal do not imply
endorsement by the NFSS. The NFSS assumes no responsibility for adver-

tiser's claims or the quality of their products and services.

NEW MEMBERS & RENEWALS. New memberships and late renewals (expired

memberships) received by the 15th day of any month immediately preced-
ing an NFSS ]ournal issue will receive six consecutive issues, beginning
with the issue immediately following the month they joined. For dues
received after these cutoff dates, the first issue will be one issue later. Cutoff
dates to receive the next published issue are as follows: the 15th day of
December, February, April, June, August and October.

<£3o65ed>  MEMBERSONLY PASSWORD  <E3eGD-0ee3>

RedSiskin14
WWW.NFSS.ORG/MEMBERS-ONLY

2 NFSS Journal



TABLE OF CONTENTS

4_ President’s Message
Rebecca Mikel

Breeding Softbill Song Birds .
Roland Cristo

|6 Getting to Know Your BOD .

Paula Hansen

& 4 Breeding Triggers for Rare Finches

Nancy Ingram

3 3 Remembering Yesterday
A Nostalgic NFSS Featured Column

5 Volunteers Needed

Open Board of Director Positions

3 Finch Save

Census Information

~\\ M~
On the Coson. &8 by Memban Nangy dngram
Pictured is a juvenile pair of Strawberry Finches perched on a trellis sturc-

ture inside of Nancy's sun porch aviary. They are enjoying some freshly
grown spray millet which is most nutritious at this green stage of the plant.

These fresh live growing foods are just one of the many breeding trig-
gers Nancy has in her aviary for this rare species of finch. Among oth-
ers are live insects, compost, sprouts, nesting structures with plenty of
hiding space, planter boxes with fresh foods to forage through, natural
nesting materials, access to the outdoors and some fresh air, and maore.

Find out just what Nancy feeds her flock to trigger them into breeding and
all of the other many ways she encourages them on page 24 of this issue.

Please consider keeping a rare or not so comman species in your breeding pro-
gram! Even if it's just a single pair you can help the captivity population grow,

NFSS Journal 3



Slowly but surely, in this part of
the country which is SW Michi-
gan we're moving towards Spring.
I don’t move birds into outdoor
aviaries until about the same time
I plant tender bedding plants in
late May/early June. I probably
keep my bird

rooms warmer ’PQ.QQA,Q»

than necessary
through the

winter, and be-
cause [ do that

houy

ausually oboud
JOUIL

DRESIDENT S MESSAGE

Ginny Allen, NFSS member and
prior BOD member, wrote an ar-
ticle about some of her past mem-
ories within the NFSS. In this is-
sue, Bill Parle, President Emeritus
as well as our fellow-aviculturist
and prior NFSS judge, continues
what we hope becomes a regular
feature in future issues of the Jour-
nal. For those of you with memo-
ries or photos to share which shed
some light on this organization in
years past, please contact our Edi-
tor or any member of the BOD.

Although it seems we just finished

think
abilla

with one not
too long ago,
2015 is a Gen-

eral Election

the
elected officers

of the Board of

year for

I worry about Directors. In
the stress of WM gji UL M future  issues
a cool Spring of the Journal
night in an o’wgp (m‘pj\(ﬁ‘w‘@ you'll  begin
outdoor  avi- - } " seeing  infor-
ary. Especially M Sﬁum mation about
since  Michi- that process —
gan Spring notification of

nights can bring heavy frost, and

sometimes a little snow as well.

A couple of Journal issues ago,

dates, job descriptions, requests
for you to consider running for a
position, bios of those who choose
to run, and a ballot to cast your

4
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vote. We are working diligently
behind the scenes to try to be able
to offer on-line voting as an op-
tion for this 2015 General Election

your birds, spend some time at
the NFSS table, or if you might
be interested in speaking on an
avian related topic as an NFSS

so stay tuned!! Representa-
I've served tive, please
on the 50D PLONA QL AS UN- et e
since 2006

and there have
been very few

MW oL 0D

Plans are also
underway for

times  when the 2015 Na-
any of the per- N UGUS wfhldh ), tional ~ Caged
. Bird Show
sons running
for a positiOn QQA.ﬁ bQJqu, hﬁw U,L which is also
on the BOD W being held
ran opposed. w C . | Qnm in the Chi-
As you read M qﬁm cago area this
through those year. The new
job descrip- dates this year

tions to appear in a later issue of
the Journal, please think seriously
about how your skills might fit in
and help improve this Society.

The American Federation of Avi-
culture is hosting their annual
convention in Chicago, IL this
year — ]uly 31st - August 2nd.
NFSS board members are in com-
munication with AFA Representa-
tives about the possibility of host-
ing another Finch Show at that
event. We also plan to have an
NESS table to promote this soci-
ety. If you are able to attend even

one day of that event — to show

are December 3rd through the
5th, and the location is a venue
used previously for a National
Event: Pheasant Run Resort in
St. Charles, IL. Please check out
the NCBS website at www.ncbs.
org as the details begin to unfold,
and certainly plan on attending to
support that event.

Yes, it certainly looks like 2015 is
going to be another busy year!

Rabaocco Mikal
I8 Pruaident

NFSS Journal



BREEDING

SOFTBILL 4
SONG BIR

i

ongbirds have long been the most
opular of cage birds in the world.
aneed in Southeast Asia, Malaysia
and through that area they raise softbilled
birds, Shamas, Magpie robins, bulbuls,
White- eyes, Zoothera Thrushes, Pekin
Robins, Leaf-birds, And many other spe-
cies for the gurposes of breeding and hav-

ing songbird contests.

In Brazil and other parts of South Amer-
ica they are working with birds like
Bicudas (great-billed seed finch), Curios
(lesser seed finch) Cuban bullfinches, Ul-
tra- marine Grosbeaks, Cardinals, Siskins,
many of the species in the Sporo hila ge-
nus and others birds. They are Ereeding
these species and many others for their
song. They also use regional song dia-
lects from different parts of the country
to teach their birds. "Fhey even have sing-
ing contests which can’ also help them
with this effort.

seed and take the

r Irr_'F‘- 1
1 ety AL pgwanm

For species such as the Bicudas and Cu-
rios breeding is done with the coopera-
tion of the Brazilian government. Indeed
probably the largest Avicultural organi-
zation in the world is in Brazil. [ have
been told this organization has 30,000
members. They own their own meeting
facilities throughout the country where
they show their birds for confirmation
and song. We have many people from
these cu%tures now living“in the US. In
fact the Asian-American community in
the Los Angeles area holds these same
song contests. And of course the various
canary species are bred in the USA and
Europe for their song and show.

DEFINITION OF "SOFTBILL"

The word “softbill” is strictly an Avicul-
tural term that covers many, many spe-
cies of birds. Anseriformes, Galliformes,
Psittaciformes, Passerformes, etc.

Finches—(Passerformes)  they mainly
feed on seeds, they crack the ‘seed using
their beaks and ton%lue to manipulate the

usk off. Parrot type

=
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;- Red Crested Cardinal

birds do the same thing. Softbill birds
however do not do that. gFhey may swal-
low or break their food open by holding
in their feet and peckin with their beaks,
but they don’t process t‘che seed with their
beaks/tongue _first. Softbills whether in-
sectivorous, frugivorous, or omnivorous,
mostly eat items which require little prep-
aration.

They are called softbill because they feed
on soft food items such as fruit, nectar,
insects, foliage and other food items.
The most critical thing that determines
whether a species is a softbill species
is illustrated by this quote from Rich-
ard Mark Martin’s book, “Unlike most
seedeaters, softbills feed their ‘altricial’
young b placing fresh undigested items

in their beaks, and not by regurgitation.”
SHAMAS (COPSYCHUS MALABARICUS)

This species is from Southeast Asia, rang-
ing from Western India to Borneo in the
east. There are 12 subspecies from various
areas differing mainly in length of the tail
and markings on the head. gFhey’re cate-
gorized as an insectivore species spendin

much of their time in the undergrowth 0

the forest, ranging from sea level to 600
meters in elevation. In areas such as Thai-
land and Borneo the range up to 1,500
meters. Pairs spend their time separatel

only comingvltogether during the breedZ

il’lg season. aies can be Very aggressive

in captivity and if a female isn’t ready
to nest he can do extreme harm to her -
if not watched carefully, he will kill her.
Once they make a nest those problems
are reduced, and they will nest up to 4 or
five times a year. A single clutch consist
of about 4-5 ¢ gs. There are a light and
dark colored females, the latter can be
mistaken at first glance as males. They
are dimorphic.

SNDWY CROWNED ROBIN CHAT
COSSYPHA NIVEICAPLLA

This species is located from western Cen-
tral Agica east to mid Africa. They range
from sea level to 1,500 meters in central
Africa, to 2,500 meters in Eastern Africa.
This is another species like the shama,
spending much of its time foraging in the
lower part of the forest searching for in-
sects. Again like the Shama, males and
females spend time apart until breeding
season. Males can be very aggressive to-
ward their hens. They are monomorphic.

WHITE- EARED BULBULS
(PYCNONOTUS LEUCOTIS)

This species is from eastern Iraq all the
way into Northwestern India. ”Cllhey in-
hag’it dry woodland to semi-desert scrub
from thé lowlands to about 2,000 meters.
There are two subspecies in this genus.
Their diet is mainly Fiuit, flower buds and

NFSS Journal
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nectar consuming some live insects espe-
cially when they have young. They are

monomorphic.

ED VENTED HlIlBlIla
PYCNONOTUS CAFER

This species ranges from Pakistan to
Thailand. They live in dryer deciduous
habitats, forest scrubs, orchards and gar-
dens. Their diet is much like the White
Eared being mainly a fruit eater, feeding
on insects when they have young. There
are 8 sub-species. They are monomorphic

I}EI] CRESTED CARDINA
PAROARIA CORONATE

This species is located from east Bolivia
to Argentina, including Paraguay and
south Brazil. Their habitat includes semi
open forests, scrub forests, agriculture ar-
eas, parks, towns and cities. They eat a
variety of food including seeds, buds, ber-
ries and insects mainiyE foraging on the
Eround. They are considered hy many to
e a super sFecies with the Red-cowled,
pope cardinal in the US (Paroaria domin-
icana). There are 5 color mutations being
bred in Brazil. They are monomorphic.

‘ wy
"
White Rumped Shama Thrush i1 §
& 1 1 1
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PEKIN ROBIN (LEIOTHRIX LUTEA)

They range from Northeast Pakistan in
the west to east China, from 75 meters to
3,400 meters in elevation. Their habitat
includes thick under growth and mixed
forest, and clusters of bamboo. They're
mostly an insectivore species but also
consume some seeds, fruit and berries.
They move about in the non—hreeding
season in flocks of up to 100 birds, break-
ing up into pairs to nest during their
breeding season. They build a neat open
nest laying 3-5 eggs per clutch. There are
5 sub “species, differing in the intensity
and amount of coloring for each. They a
monomophic.

MAGPIE SHRIKES
(CORVINELLA MELANDLEUCA)

They range from Northwest Kenya, south
Zimbabwe and northern south Africa.
Their habitat varies from savanna wood-
lands and scattered acacia trees, more
commonly in moist areas up to 1,800 me-
ters. They feed on arthropods, termites,
insects, Ri,zards, mice, fresh or rotting
meats and fruits.

They are a boisterous species and when
nesting, young birds from previous nests
will help raise the current clutch. They

8
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build a neat open nest Iaying 4-5 eggs per
clutch. There are 4 subspecies, di ering
in the amount of white in their plumage.

They are dimorphic.

BLUE-BLACK GROSBEAK
(CYANDCOMPSA CYANOIDES)

Ranging from south Mexico, Bolivia,
north Brazil and the Guianas, this is a
wide spread species. Their habitat con-
sists of evergreen forest thickets and
dense Vegetation (probably the reason
for being so scarce In captivity) from sea
level to 1,400 meters in elevation. They
are mainly a seed eating species, also eat-
ing green food and some insects. The
builf an open nest and a normal dutch’
consists of 2 e gs. There are 4 subspe-
cies, and the ditference between each is in
the amount of blue coloring on the birds.
They are dimorphic.

BLACK-CRESTED FINCH
(LOPHOSPINGUS PUSILLUS)

This species ranges from south Bolivia,
west Paraguay an%i central east Argentina,
up to 2,000 meters in elevation. They live
in Erassy pastures adjacent to woodlands,
and they forage on the ground in pairs

or small flocks consuming seeds as well
as some insects. They also build an open
nest and lay 2-3 eggs per clutch. They are

dimorphic.
DIET

We are presently working with insecti-
vore, frugivorous, and omnivore species.
All insectivore species are fed using a
high and low feeger. We do this because
the insectivore species can be very ag-
ressive. The maT)es can dominate a hen
and not let her feed. It is very impor-
tant when working with these birds when
they have babies, that they are fed first
thing early in the morning - especially
the insectivores. If they don’t have live
food first thing in the morning to feed
their young, cEances are the young will
be thrown out. So we make it a priority
to be up just after sunrise to feed any of
the insectivore species with babies.

At that time any other species with babies
are also fed live insects. The insectivore
species that have babies are fed every
th)ree or four hour intervals throughout
the day. The fruit eating species are fed
three to four times a day.

AUTOMATIC FEEDER

When we were working a full time off
the premises job, we used an automatic
(battery operated) feeder. It has 5 feed-

ing stations and can be set to come on




at any time interval you wish within a 24
hour period. We would put live food into
each container and set it to rotate every
2-3 hours starting at 7 a.m., then we’d feed
more live food when we got off of work.

NEST BUILDING

We give our birds coconut fiber which we
purc%iase in bundles, along with fine grass
to use as nesting materials. We put enough
of this material into the flights so the par-
ents can complete a nest.” This normall
takes two to five days. If there isn’t enoug
material available ‘while they’re building
their nest, they will tear apart what the
have constructed and start over again. I}’i
is very important that they are furnished
with enough material to "complete their
nest from start to finish! We use wicker
type baskets for the birds to make the nest.
\i;% attach at least one basket to one of the
silk trees and attach another basket into
the homemade half open wooden box that
we construct on site. The nest is a very
neat structure when completely built.

From the time they lay eggs to when the
young ﬂedge the nest” is ept as neat as
when it was first built. The young defecate

in a fecal mucous sack capsuie. Most Of

the nesting-lpasserines do ‘this. The par-
ents take the capsule, fly away from the
nest and drop it. This is done so the pe-

rimeter around the nest shows no sign of

the babies. Predators that might eat the
chicks are not attracted to the nest. Cavity
nesting passerines such as starlings also re-
move the fecal capsules for protection and

hygiene.
FLEDGLINGS

The young come off of the nest at about
12 days oiﬁ give or take. Their tail is barely
Y inch iong at this point. Their ability to

L.

Red Crested Cardinal nest with chicks

fly is limited and it will take 2-5 days be-
fore they can fly to the higher perchés. For
the first couple of days when they aren’t
able to ﬂy to the higiier perches, it’s im-
portant to make sure that they can get up
off of the ground to roost at night.

Therefore there needs to be a lot of branch-
es on the ground for them to roost up off
of the ground. If they roost on the ground
the dampness makes them lethargic and
they don’t respond when the parents go
to ifeed them. %he arents feed the young
that do respond, thus you lose the ones
that don’t respond! This is very important
with the insectivore species, Shama, Robin
Chats, and Pekin Robins. We have gone so
far as to catch the young at dusk, put them
into a small container and into a brooder,
then take them out at day break and the
parents go right back to féeding them. We
do it for a couple of days until the young
are able to fly. We have done that with 4
different pairs of Shamas without a prob-

lem.
FEEDING INSTRUCTIDNS
Softbill Food

2 scoops Purina nutri-blend Pigeon Green
1 scoop Zupreem natural cockatiel

1 Y2 scoops cat food

1%-2 scoops Purina Game Bird Start-
ena crumbles

Place pigeon green in a container, Fill ¥4
with water. Set aside but kee turning it
upside down. Scoop cat food in container
with enough water to cover food. Put lid
on and rotate the same way as the green.
Scoop Zupreem natural cociiatiel in a con-
tainer an piace enough water to submerge
3/4 of the Zupreem natural cockatiel, ro-
tate container. Let sit overnight in the re-
frigerator.

Next day, take off lids and place a large
container (green) and the Zupreem natu-
ral cockatie% in microwave for 3 minutes.
Then piace the remaining large container
(cat food) in the microwave %or 1.5 min-
utes. Do not stop plate from rotating. Mix
all in large bucket, add crumbles and mix
to a friab%e consistency.

FRUIT MIX

We use Apples, Maradol papaya, car-
rots, Blueberries these are processed in a

food chopper, then we add Green peas.
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White RW Shama Thrush

It is mixed well and served as needed. All
birds have a dry mix in front of them at
all times. The fruit eaters (bulbuls, bar-
bets and such) always have a bowl of Zu-
preem’s fruit blend in their ﬂights.

The insectivores always have Mazuri In-
sectivore mixed with Farmers Helger Ultru

Kibble and a little Zupreem fruit blend for

COlOI'.
TOFUMIX

1 pkg. firm tofu (not organic{ the
kg. is 14-17 oz, 1/4 cup of olive oi , 35
%bsp Lory powder, 1/4 tsp vitamin mineral

ical

ks ‘é.' :
Pekin Robin ne

supplement, a pinch of canthraxanthine if
fee(ﬁng birds with red/orange feathers.

Mash all of the ingredients with a pastie
knife, which is faster than a fork, to the
consistency of cottage cheese. You can
keep the mix in a fridge for a couple of
days. Any longer and it %as to be frozen in
order for it to keep.

AVIARY NOTES

*Give extra mealworms to cages with ju-
venile pekin robin, shama an% robin c]hat
*Feed & water finches & conures and
BOB (barbet) in Seed Room

* Feeds:

-Purina Nutri -blend Green pigeon pellet
-Purina Game Bird Startena

-Diamond Cat food Active cat 40%
protein

-Zupreem Cockatiel pellets natural & fruit
blend

-Automatic feeder- Pet-safe 5 meal pet
feeder

-Hearty Bird - Vitamin/Mineral mix, Lory

powder—Any name brand

REFERENCE MATERIAL

-Handbook of Birds of the World
-The photo of the singin birds from
y

Singapore was taken teve Duncan




THE NFSS FINCHSAVE GROUPS

A word from Scott Golden ~ 3rd Vice President & Finch Save Director;

he NFSS needs to shift gears if we are going to keep the FSS program and NFSS
viable and growing. Our online focus for many years has been the Yahoo! groups,
which are closed to aﬁ non-NFSS members. Unfortunately, participation in the %ahoo!
forums has greatly diminished. Most FSS groups have had no activity for months and
the NFSS group has mostly had a few administrative postings for the last several months.

[ feel that we are missing the opportunity to appeal for broader participation and new
members because most people in the Avicultural community simply do not know that the
National Finch and Soth)bil Society and the Finch and Softbill gave program even exist.
We have hidden our existence away to new people.

We will be keeping the current Yahoo! groups for those NFSS members that find them
useful. In addition, we have establishec% the foﬂowing groups on Facebook under the
umbrella of NFSS and FSS. These groups will each have a triad of moderators, be similar
in design and be open to the public (with moderator approval), while advocating for
the joining of NFSS and the benefits that membership provides (bands, Journal, greater
political voice, etc).

[ invite you all to find these fgroups on Facebook! Invite your friends, far and wide to
join us too. With a little bit of time and effort, [ feel we will see a resurgence in member-

ship in NFSS and a greater interest in the hobby which we all hold dear.

Red Siskin Cooperative Rare Australian Finch Cooperative

tacebook.com/groups/294815367360043/ facebook.com/groups/B063052727a7832/

Bulbul Cooperative

Turaco Cooperative
facebouk com/groups/ 3242501078122/ tacebook com/qroups/897220236872727/
Mousebird Cooperative

Blue/Purple Waxbill Cooperative (Uraeginthus) — facebook com/groups/1466950730230663/
tacebook.com/groups/267170073481733/ . .
Serinus Cooperative

Mrican Finch Caoperative tacebook.com/groups/318204341630515/

fﬂCEbUUk.CUm/gFUUpS/'5'4844325394753/ Munia and Mannikin EUD erative
. . facebook.com/groups/1a2383115580602/
Song Bird Cooperative

Java Sparrow Cooperative North America
tacebook com/groups/14al258121801237/ facehqu.cum oot 048126158564/

Strawberry Goldbreast Cooperative Toucans & Aracaris Euugerative

facebook com/groups/4(7376308400282/ facebook com/groups/3701981798723443/

Parrot Finch Cooperative [ebra Finch Cooperative North America

facebnuk_[;um/gmups/PapmtﬁthES fECEbDI]k.EI]ITI/QFI]UDS/75|]49952|EBDEZB/

Society Finch (Bengalese) Breeders USA South American, Gentral American

facebaok com/groups/STB248447454771/ facehnuﬁ_ﬁjume/"‘g"miu”;jﬁnﬁg‘gﬁg%%vgem,ﬁ/

Honeycreeper, Dacnis & Tanager Cooperative NFSS: Avian Legislation, Palitics and Debate

facebook.com/qroups/302219363363351/ facebook.com/groups/327893304038852/
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ATTENTION NFSS MEMBERS!

Do yotn bnsts of 0. petentiol ogglinte cluby on adsertiagn &

w@}%mﬁt@wm@me@mg@m?

. Yotk atiending o gar, consention, meating on. show- &
would like to b 04 6 SUL to
W@Mﬁ%@@ ﬁﬁww@

Send a mailing address + # of copies needed to editor@nfss.org

THE FOREIGN BIRD LEAGUE
The Premier Foreign Bird Keeping Society in the UK
Founded 1932
Overseas Membership 2013 £20 (to be paid in sterling)
PayPal Available
Please visit our website to download a membership form and
to check on the latest membership fees.

www.foreignbirdleague.com

tD BIRD PRODUCTS, ING

“ .
ands & Breedin s |
Le9 BN S Box 376 2 ~UPP heﬁ |
"\t Aukum,CA 956560375 | |
530-620-7440
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YOUR JOURNAL WANTS YOU!

We are looking for member & non-member submissions of articles, photos, or even
re-print suggestions. Anything pertaining to keeping finches & softbills is pertinent
information we could include in our next Journal issue.

* Want te e yotn nome. i the nexdt copy. of the NS dstonal?

* Hase you witten. on anticle i the past gon the NS ot ysu stsn paasnol, uae?
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* Have. ystt puchowed. o. news glock memben and. wonld e te tall wa yow afony?

* Evan wnitten. o bleg peat ot yow webaite/asciol medin. ot asmesne daga?
Send your submissions or suggestions to editor@nfss.org
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JUST FINCHES 2w« Sofrbclls mennne

While focusing primarily on Australasia, this magazine
incorporates what's happening with finches and Softbills
from many overseas locations as well, including, South
Africa, America, Europe and the U.K.

Published quarterly, we look at many different species

as well as breeder setups. We also have a Question and
Answer section and provision for comments from a
leading avian vet.

4 Issues for $62NZD (about $52USD) postage paid
Subscribe on-line - Secure credit card
www.justfinches.com * paul@justfinches.com




GETTING TO KNOW

YOUR BOARD MEMBERS

PAULA HANSEN ~ LEG BAND DIRECTOR

sometimes “blunt,” I'm told.

To folks that don’t know me
very well they take a step back. I
think that’s part of my nature of
which I've learned to tone that

I’m a native New Yorker and

down. They say you can’t leave
kids alone and you have to be
careful these days. I could tell
ou stories of
while I was
growing up.
My best qual-
ity I think I
have is hon-
esty instilled
by Dominican
Nuns for 7
years, and
our Catholic
school only
had educatlon
and music
(church choir)
to offer. Our playground was a
parking lot for recess and a dirt
field (weed filled lot) to play
punch ball. I went roller skat-
ing and bicycling with my little
brother on the back fender of
cars or sitting on the handle
bars, climbed monkey bars,
played handball (tennis with no
racket and a pink Spaiding ball),
or punch ball (that is baseball

ng

ngicm NG (ot

with a fist, no bat, using that
same pink ball) and baseball to
us was card ﬂipping and running
races around the block to see
who could run the fastest. This
is how we kids networked back
then.

My parents moved many times

while my dad

n : : was building
4 won vwded i
apartment

building su-
perintendent,
an apartment
manager and
his final job a
co-op manag-
er. We moved
about 7 times
in 7 years.
Mom was a
previous Miss
America when she worked for
RCA. That was before she had 3
kids. Then she was a switchboard
operator and cashier for a hospi-
tal in Queens, then a Medicare/
Medicaid biller/ manager at the
same place for 30 yrs. Maybe
that’s where my perseverance
came from?

When my folks bought a house

16
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A photo of myself & the rest of the West Coast Zebra & Society Show in Sacramento July 2014,

in the suburbs I landed a job

in a pet shop. I was responsibie
for all of the animal care duties
- feeding, cleaning and wash-
ing. Next door was my future
husband Henry, the assistant
manager. We dated and mar-
ried 8 months later. After his

4 yrs in the Air Force based in
Sacramento we returned to New
York. Seven years later Henry
and I ran away from the rat race
in 1984 and moved to Oregon,
God’s country.

Henry bought me a canary for
Valentine’s Day in 1990. A year
later an aviary was built and I

joined a bird club.
MY HISTORY IN AVICULTURE

In 1991 I started with the basics
- Zebra and Society Finches, and
then moved on to Red Factor

and Gloster Canaries. In 1994
my interests turned to breed-
ing Shaftails, Button & Cotur-
nix Quail. The local elementary
school would have field trips to
my house to see the birds. Then
in 1996 I shifted to BH/RH
Gouldians, Cordon Bleus and
Gold-Breasted Waxbills. During
this year I also applied for the
American Federation of Avicul-
ture’s Red Siskin Project. I also

NFSS Journal




was Oregon’s AFA Representa-
tive and Regional Director. Pres-
ently 'm focused on our NFSS
Finch Save program and help-
ing a few folks gets established
with the Red Siskin species. | do
support aviculture through avian
research with the Smithsonian
Research Institute also.

I continue to manage a diverse
gene pool of the Red Siskin and
am now involved more with the
Smithsonian to recover the popu-
lation in their country of origin
and coordinate with their NGO
partners (other non-government
groups) in that effort. That infor-
mation was printed in the Sep/
Oct issue of the Journal. I was

invited to and attended a summit
meeting in Washington DC last
year. That was pretty exciting!

Since 1991 I've attended count-
less shows and bird marts. I've
also served as president of the
Finch Connection Bird Club for
9 years. On the business side of
my life I worked for the state of
Oregon for 25 years and am cur-
rentiy retired.

I continue be a member of 2
local bird clubs and volunteer

at their shows, am a Finch Save
member and Specie Captain. I've
been serving as your NFSS Band
Secretary since 2002 which is the
best office to hold in my opinion.

18
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Eage 3: My grandson and | looking for
aster eggs In our yard,

Left Eg]ttum: A pair of Eraﬂliﬂrhﬂ rdinals in
a e

ang of my aviaries wit iskin perched

behind them.
Abave: A gaggle of my Red Siskins experi-

NFSS Journal

encing a feeding frenzy over a thick bush of
spray millet | hung for them. They are also
housed in one of my aviaries.

Below: Myself and my grandson recently
roller skating together. Look at how much he
has grown!
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THE RED SISKIN SPECIES
NEEDS OUR HELP!

he Red Siskin is one of the
I world’s most endangered birds
and, tragically,

remains a prized target
for wildlife traffickers.
Trapping has eliminated
this species from much
of its historic range in
northern South America
but a few small popula-
tions persist in Venezu-
ela, where it is culturally
iconic and a well-recog-
nized symbol for wildlife
conservation. NFSS sup-
ports efforts to conserve
species under threat in
the wild and has been
actively involved with
international ~ partners

on a plan to recover the Red Siskin
in Venezuela through an innovative
captive breeding and reintroduction
program. There is now a strong team
in place to provide essential scientific
support and execute the recovery strat-
egy, including the Smithsonian Insti-
tution in the US and Parque Zoolégico
y Boténico Bararida, the conservation
NGO Provita, and the Instituto Vene-
zolano de Investigaciones Cientificas
in Venezuela. Also, scientists from
the Smithsonian and the University of

Kansas recently discovered a popula-
tion of Red Siskins in Guyana, which
offers a new opportu-
nity for conservation
of this bird. However,
the long-term success
of any conservation

| effort depends most
a,.;.? critically on sustained
e 2 public suport.

Please express your
support for Red Sis-
kin conservation by
clicking the donation
button and
uting to the recovery
fund.  Contributions
will fund immediate
priorities:
facilities to receive confiscated birds in
Venezuela, assessing reintroduction lo-
cations, educating the public to reduce
trapping pressure, establishing a re-
search population to optimize breeding
conditions, reintroduction techniques,
and building a captive breeding facility
specifically designed for Red Siskins at
Parque Zooldgico y Boténico Bararida.
We will continue to provide regular
updates on project activities and prog-
ress to the NFSS Journal and website.
Thank you for your support.

contrib-

improving

DONATE TO THE RED SISKIN
CONSERVATION & MONITORING EFFORTS

Through Our New Paypal Donate Button @ NFSS.org
And Join the New Red Siskin NFSS and FSS Facebook Group:
facebook.com/groups/294815867360043/

EVERY DONATION HELPS!
SHARE OUR GROUP WITH YOUR FRIENDS!

Donate



The fallowing is an article p%lish&d by Cage & Aviary Birds magazine, submitted for your learning & reading pleasure by fellow Jose Urrutia:

Moving with the times

JIM ADDISON explores the
changing style of zebras

AYING bred and exhibited

zebra finches for more than

50 yaars, | have boan wry

aware of e change in the

shape of exbiblton birds over
That time. The writhen standands have
remanen farky constant,

G0 has the changa 0 type acturred
because we have developed mbmn
linches to maasurs w % our
interpretation of themT For axample, the
wird “cobby” can mean anything we
witnd it to, Think aboul it Does il indicate
howy rounded or plump they must bet |
am asking this because over hall a
century shew birds have certanly
appeared to get deeper hocked and
much mara raunded. | usa the word
“appear” becausg in trath the skefela
frame has only chanrged shighthy, but tha
feathering has changed o bot,

| wrote an article In the Scottish &
Mortiwern Counties £FS 1986 yearbook
EXprRSsEg My vaw on kow | thought
exhihition zenra fnches had changed
from 230 years previousty. Now almast

anather 25 years have passed and it &5
i to consider what bas chinaed
anain.

Iry ey orvgingd article, | gave my view
an hew from the origing wikd-type,
imported bird, selactive bresding had
resulted in a

tadure of mose apen feathering Dulks
aut i shape and resulis in the show
hirds fanciers desire.

Recently & visiting fascier from
Austraia ramarked: *Fven the smalkas!
British show' rebea finches are bigger
than Austrafian

miore sounded - el shaw birds,
bird, st less E By pairing cocks e
acive [l coempEred with
aianaskte  @and hens that have Aussie birds the
st hag GG 1S Poon”
mecwret  |ogser, open feathers  1ovae
atyle of = ft 2 thi braades aof
wxhibition Batish zebra
retira fnches tlme a er tlme’- we firechies do not
come about dhefibier alely sol
because wi are dnuule hUﬁlng ot 10 ditibie
thimk it bauft, Urilike

matches up fo the standard, or is it what
the breeders want them to be? | leave it
to vous b answer my question, but keep
it rised the birds that win on tha show
bench are successiul bacause they are
Fevouned By the vast majordy of us

1T the skelatal frame of zabra finches
hag changsd anly shightly cver S0 years,
what then caused the shape 1o aher so
muck? [Nk | can angwer thal queston
easily. L5 doublz bullirg,; the continus
pairing of the coarser-faathersy (bt a5
opposad o yellow) aebra finches, The

canarkes it is Ehoull bo snme which
zebras are bufl and which are yelloy,
Hovzver, by pairng cocks and hens that
hawe looser, open feathers bme altar
tirrer, wa are doubla buffing withous
Demg avware of i, That is wivy, a8 the
Austraian fangler sacd: “Colour is peor.”
Car the post years the main emphasis
has hean o visuad “substance’

Hiere | 3 e ressing my awn
personal vew whan [ $ay the danger 15
we Gan g too far in the pursuil of bulk, |
saw one pair of zebra finches last year,

could accur in future

which can oniy he described as “feather
dusters”; just 2 roursd bad of feathers
with rg visshde shape, Added Lo thal, (hey
wire 5o lethargic e paking at them
throwgh the wire cage froats had no
efieot Let me make clear, [am nol
criticisEng the fovery pairs of relva
Enches currently gracing the show
hench, but identifang problems Hat

Lasty, | am Sure pou have a vigw on
my artiche and it is your opporiunty o
fiane yousr Say. Al right? Am | wrong?
Honw do yols think 2edra imches will
chasnge?

Jirm Adcison has bred, exhibied and
sudiosd felia fnches for 55 pears.
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BREEDING TRIGGERS FOR

RARE

FINCH SPECIES

MY EXPERIENCE: STRAWBERRY FINCHES IN A SUN PORCH AVIARY

Most people can get Strawberry Finches to
breed once in their aviary; the trick is to get
subsequent nests. It took me 6 years to figure
out a breeding trigger for Strawberry Finches.
[ am sharing my methods in the hope that we
can keep this species in the bird trade. I have

eveloped a nesting structure that makes an
incredible difference in breeding Strawberry
Finches. It must mimic something they would
choose in the wild. My nesting structure, or
something similar to it, is the breeding trig-
ger fgr Strawberry Finches missing from most
aviaries.

For years we have been told that if the im-
portation of birds is cut off, those species will
disappear from the bird trade unless reliable
domestic breeding is taking place. Birds with
the shortest life spans will disappear first.
This is exactly what has happened with the
Strawberry Finch. On February 4, 2004 the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
ordered the immediate embargo of all birds
and bird products from countries known to
have highﬁ)y pathogenic avian influenza. Si-
multaneously, the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture and Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service gave the same order. Strawberry
Finches have disappeared from the bird trade

because their importation from S.E. Asia was

halted due to the H5N1 Avian Flu Pandemic.

I bought two pairs of Strawberry Finches in
2003.gThe each raised one clutch and then
for years these birds did nothing. Many other
breeders had the same experience. V\)e,: were
all lulled into complacency by our early suc-
cess. What was the trigger to get these birds
to nest again? Both of the original nests in my
sun porch aviary had been built in secluded
locations—-one in the lower branches of a split
leaf philodendron overhanging a compost and
the other between two cages. (Philodendrons
are listed as poisonous but are less danger-
ous in an environment with a wide variety of
other plants and plenty of food available.) My
first two pairs of Strawberry Finches died of
old age but I kept four of their offspring, two
males and two females.

I breed finches in a temperature controlled
sun porch. I have divided this 15" x 21" space
into 2 flights. I try to keep the temperature
between 60°-90°F." (It takes about two years
to figure out how much control you ‘actu-
ally have over the temperature of a given sun
porch.) The walls of my sun porch are remov-
able transparent plastic panels. The roof is
translucent Lexan. Screens are slid over the
roof in the summer and woven Mylar blan-
kets are installed in the ceiling in tl?lle winter.
I've put a 3’ in diameter plastic wading pool
in the center of each ﬂigﬁt. I fill these with

dirt, spent seeds, plant trimmings, horse ma-
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A photao of one of my hens enjoying some live fruit flies. | add a new piece of fruit every 3-4 days.

nure, etc. and use them as composts. I hoe
the composts about once a week. There is
a _trellis, arching over each compost, from
which I suspend fruit fly bowls. T have 2 fruit
ﬂy bowls for each breeding pair. I raise fruit
flies in these small screen covered contain-
ers. I add a piece of fruit every 3-4 days. A
I}zlastic milk %ug lid is threaded ‘onto the wire

olding the Truit fly bowl and acts as an ant
barrier when filled” with diatomaceous earth.
I grow plants in my sun porch which attract
insects or are edible (examples: the birds eat
carrot tops and hibiscus bushes supf)ort white
flies). There are 2 four foot long full spectrum
fluorescent lights in each flight. In addition
to the composts I have lots of 2’ planters in

which the birds forage for small insects and

NFSS Journal

L) kets which are about 5” below t

sprouting seeds.

There are problems unique to a sun porch
as | touched on in my last article ang will
exglain more in depth’here. I give my birds
softfood every other day. Birds that eat soft-
food in a cage in the house will usually ignore
it in a sun porch. The female birds in’my sun
porch had egg binding problems because they
wouldn’t eaf the softfood. I have solved this
by stirring a little cod liver oil into their seeds
each week. T put in just enough to lightly
coat the seeds. My sun porch has lots of live
insects available at all times. If there are too
many fruit flies or white flies then there are
too many spiders. I don’t use insecticides. I
don’t grow citrus because it attracts aphids
which In turn attract ants. Ants are always
trying to move in, especially in the late win-
ter. I"sprinkle diatomaceous earth around to
discourage them.

Over the years I have developed several nest-
ing structures to make different finch species
fe§ more secure. Some of these include “cor-
ners,” “tubes,” and “walls” which are covered
with shade cloth or artificial foliage. All the
birds check out every structure I put in the
sun_porch. Different species have specific
preferences. My “wall” consists of 2 pieces
of lath which are cut 2 feet square. The sides
are held apart by 4” high wire baskets. The
lath sides and baskets are tied together with
Flastic covered garden twist wire.% cover the
ath with recycled artificial Christmas tree
V4 screen on top of the bas-

Ee top of the
lath structure and fasten a plastic canary nest
on top of the screen. A plastic fir garland is

branches. I la
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Here is an adult male feeding a juvenile on top of one of my "wall" nest structures in the aviary.

laid over the top of the “wall.”

I left the four Strawberry Finch offspring in
my sun porch. They got along with all "my
otﬁer finches. I never observed any nesting
behavior from them. By 2010 I thought they
were too old to breed; the males were 6 and

the females 5. Late that year I placed one of

my “wall” structures in the far corner of the
north flight. S—E had built this nesting struc-
ture for another species.) Within a couple
weeks one male Strawberry Finch was carry-
ing around grass and building a nest in this
“wall.” These old birds successfully raised 3
chicks in early 2011. The lifespan”of Straw-
berry Finches'in captivity is 5-7 years.

A new pair in my sun porch will spend the
first month exploring the space andP locating
the seeds and water n the cages. These cages
are connected to cages inside the house by
short passageways. All cages are self contained
so if I nee
ple matter to close the door. I put long pieces
of fresh grass out for nest building. A" com-
patible pair will usually start building a nest
in a “wall” within 2 months. 90% of the time

this species chooses to build their nest in one |
of my “walls.” It takes a male 1-3 mornings |
to build a nest. I put out clean pillow feathers |
on the 4th morning. The female lays 3-6 eggs. |
Incubation starts on about the 5th day and

the male and female take turns. Strawber
Finches are dedicated parents. T t
disturb brooding birds unnecessarily. If for
some reason_they abandon their nest I leave
it in place for another 2 weeks. Strawberry
Finches synchronize their breeding cycles in

to catch a bird in one it is a sim- |-

not to |
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a_colony situation. This causes the chicks to
all fledge at the same time. Incubation for
this species is 12-14 days. I band the chicks
at fledging (21 days) or at 10 days if colony
breeding. %trawberry chicks are dépendent on
their parents for another 21 days after the
fledge. In order to be sure I document their
lineage correctly I have to band the chicks of
colony bred birds at 10 days of age.

I still get worried when I have fledglings in
my sun porch because there are so many

laces for them to hide. The parents seem to
Enow where they are and wiHPonly feed their

NFSS Journal



own babies. On about the fourth day after
fledging the chicks will actually chase after
the parents, begging for food. From this point
on the chicks start finding some sprouting
seeds and insects on their own.

My “walls” trigger nest building in a planted
sun porch. Experienced breeders often have
trouble getting their birds to build nests and
lay eggs after their initial success. I have ob-
serve%ga few false starts in my sun porch.
Some pairs will abandon a nest with a couple
eggs for no apparent reason. A little competi-
tion between pairs usually acts as a breed-
ing stimulus. The pairs sometimes argue over
“walls” in s€ecific locations so I have extra
“walls” in place. If I am colony breeding 5

-

NFSS Journal

pairs or more I put end caps on the “walls” to
cut down on traffic through them and make
the nests more easily defensible.

There must be some unexplained factors that
resulted in the near disappearance of this spe-
cies from the bird tradpe. These birds seem
content in cages. Strawberry Finches have a
sequence of nesting behaviors typical of many
finches in captivity however expert breeders
have had trouble’getting consecutive nests.
Breeding triggers for this species have been
elusive. T provided these birds with a ve
natural setting but they didn’t breed for 6
}fears»'until I'put the “wall” in my sun porch.

his nesting structure, which is a dense 2’
by 2’ structure facing an open area, must
mimic _something they would choose in the
wild. Breeding érawberry Finches in captiv-
ity doesn’t seem to be straight forward. T've
had several females select suitable mates and
then lay infertile eggs. (I remove the female
after 3 'nests of infertile eggs to prevent cal-
cium depletion.) I breed only males in nuptial
plumage. The bond betweén a pair is quite
strong if they have successfully raised chicks
together. I've never gotten chicks from males
without at least re(% orange flecks on their
head. My husbandry methods may be out
of the comfort zoné of some peop%]e. These
methods however meet the breeding needs of
Strawberry Finches.

SOFTFOOD: 1 CUP CHOPPED FRESH VEGETABLES, 1
TEASPOON PULVERIZED TURKEY STARTER, 1 TEA-
SPOON MASHED BOILED EGG, 1/8 TEASPOON VION-
ATE ALTERNATED WITH Y4 TEASPOON COD LIVER
OIL, 1 TEASPOON SUNFLOWER SEEDS, Y2 TEASPOON
NIGER SEED, 1 TEASPOON CRUSHED OYSTER SHELL,

AND %2 TEASPOON CRUSHED STERILE EGG SHELL
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IT ALL STARTED WITH MICE TRAPS

How |

HAPPENED UPON

MY NEw ALEXANDRINE PARROT

b

WE ALL SHARE MEMORIES WITH OUR BIRD,
FROM THE VERY FIRST MOMENT WE MET FROM
EVERYTHING HAPPENING IN OUR DAILY LIFE.
I'M SURE EVERYONE HAS A UNIQUE STORY. I
WANT TO SHARE MINE WITH YOU GUYS, EVEN
WHEN THIS IS ABOUT KEITH, MY ALEXAN-
DRINE, A HOOKBILL. THE FOLLOWING WAS MY
FACEBOOK STATUS FROM APRIL 2014.

[ believe everything happens for a reason.

Two months ago [February 2014], I
wasn’t even thinking about having (Farrots
again. As some of my friends already
knew, I'd had parrots in the past an
things didn't work out well, so I kept a
Eromise to myself, that I wouldn't bring
ome any parrot if there's not a sign
from the universe telling me to do"so.

It was a beautiful day in the beginning of
March. I found tracks from rats near my
aviary so I figured I must do somethin

about it. '"Traps,’ I thought to myself. And

[ pulled out my old notebook from the
bottom of the shelf, to find the address
of the store selling my favorite type of
mouse trap. I found it, and ever carefully

lanned my quickest way from home to
?hat store. Everything went down pretty
V\i?ﬂ til I got a phone call from one of my
clients:

"We're so sorry but something went
wrong with the money transfer between
our bank and yours. Can you drop by our
office to take cash instead?" They were
talking about my designing fee, S0 I said,
yeah, why not. Mice traps can wait.

At two in the afternoon that day, I
walked out of their office with a decent
amount of cash in my pocket. I don't
usually carry that much money around.

I prefer bringin my credit cards in m
wallet better. But then again I was laté for
work and I had the traps to buy. I had
no idea how to get there, so I kept going
with my sense of direction, and, obvious-
ly, T was lost! I had to stop many times to
ask for directions, and after I finally knew
where I was going, I recognized the street
[ was in would lead me to an old bird
store that I used to visit all the time in
the past. “Paying it a visit wouldn't hurt,”
I thought, and pulled over.

[ walked in the store and the owner still
recognized me after all those years. She
smiled, and nodded her head. I smiled
back. Everything looked so familiar: the
same old dirty, earthy smell, the cages,
and all the noises from the birds, o
course. I quickly noticed a carton box

full of Alexandrine parrot in the corner,
mostly because the%/ re screaming their
distinctive beg for

ood.
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"Well well, look at what we have here.."
"You already know they're Alexandrine
eh? Want one? As usual, special price for
you, of course."

'T don't know.."

"Tell you what, 'ma leave you alone with
them Tor a while, i you like one, then let
me know, okay?" she smiled.

"Definitely."

When we finally got time on our own,
I took a closer look at the birds. The
were all clean, healthy, and curious about
everythin . At around 3 weeks old, the
weré a little bit too young for my taste
since | was bus wit)ii my projects an
[ didn't know it I could manage to fee
them 3-4 times a day. But then I put m
and in the box to Pick up some birds for
a closer look. And right when my han
is in the box, all of them ran away from
it - except for one youngest ba M in the
middle which seemed interested’in it and
didn't show any signs of scare.

"Woo, look at

little b thing," 1
smiieci at 1’111’1’1 you e e Ing

And then, to my sur rise, he ]umped into
the palm of my hand, with no hesitate, at
all, and then cuddled and made siliy little

noise.

"Well he likes you," the owner said as she
reappeared from nowhere.

"He surely does," I replied. And I brought

him home.

[ don't know where would we be if that
day [ hadn’t been carryin the cash my
pocket, if I didn't decide %o turn that

-,

way, didn't get lost, or didn't choose to
o for the mice traps. I still don't know
it everythii}g was secretiy put together by
a mystery orce to guide me to that ve
moment. I don't know all the possibilities.

[ just know I love my little parrot, more
than I can even put up into words - un-
conditionally. I will have to try my ve
best eve dZty to be his singie parent,riiis
friend, his very best guardian to this big
bad world.

Because at that moment, when everyone
chose to run away from me. He's the oniy
one who did something different.

He stayed.
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REMEMBERING YESTERDAY

NOSTALGIC N

Bill Pordoe
Preaident Emanitiua.

Not So WONDERFUL
JUDGING MEMORIES

Although I have many wonder-

ful memories_of judging over 100
shows around the country, and
meeting so many wonderful people,
some memories you want to forget
but just can't. My friend Nancy
Reed (cockatiels) and I were sched-
uled to judge the Minnesota Cage
Bird Show in
Minneapolis.
We arrived at
the airport in
Hartford, CT
on a sno
November
morning. Our
flicht was
de%a ed but
finaﬁ]y was
diverted to
Boston. After
3 more hours

"Jhe tade og

SS MOMENTS RECOUNTED

a while someone from the show
called the hotel to find out why we
all weren't at the show hall. Turns
out the hotel had checked us into
the wrong room. If we had been in
the correct room there would have
been a fruit basket and set of keys
to a van in the arking lot with in-
structions on how to get to the hall.
The show was a two day event and
I 'udged the finches on day one.
U]Pon completion of the jud ing
an official from the show togd me
that the Canary judge had can-
celed and they had no one to judge
the Canaries on the second day

of the show,
and asked if I
would do it. I
told them I had
only limited
experience in
Canaries but
would do it if
they could find
no one else. It
actually turned
out ok as | put
8 of the top

- 10 from the

WoTL-

in Boston we - ) . previous days
finally took off ]ud ing on the
for I\/{innesota. - ) final bench.
We arrived at m Qﬂd

Minneapolis \ . Mlﬂ,qf Exhibitors

5 hours late. sometimes
The person don't realize
that was to : ' " what judges
pick us up and _ might have

take us to the

show location,

had long since left. Of course, back
then there were no cell phones, so
we were at a strange airport on our
own. We took a taxi to the show

hotel and checked in.

Early the next morning we and
othér judges were standing around
the lo by waiting for someone to

pick us up.. No one showed. After

to go through

to ]udge their
show. They sometimes take time off
from work, sometimes have travel
Problems, usuaﬂy get up on travel
day long before the birds do and
all for free or a small honorarium.
But the trade off is meeting won-
derful breeders and exhibitors from
around the country, making great
friends, and seeing and judging
some of the finest birds.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR AVAILABLE
BOARD OF DIRECTOR POSITIONS

The following (positions are available to all interested & qualified members. Applicants
will be screened and final candidates that are selected will then run for office in the 2015
elections this Summer. For more information contact the Election Committee Chairman

& Advertising Manager Amber Kincheloe at advertising@nfss.org.

WEBMASTER

REE]LIiPEI'I'IEI'I’[S: A fast & steady internet connection, html and/
or WordPress experience is preferred but not mandatory.
Job DESEFiDtiI]I’I: After our recent website re-design the Webmaster position has changed
reatly to become easier to manage. Through the WordPress platform and a custom-
madelayout builder installed into t%1e site, changes and/or updates are made in minutes.

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON

Requirements: A basic knowledge of the legislative process as it relates to aviculture.
Job Description: Shall be responsible along with Regional Vice Presidents in keeping
abreast of both local and national legislative activities that could affect bird own-
ers, breeders, and exhibitors. Further, to report possible efforts that are not in our best in-
terests to the Board of Directors in a timely manner. Shall be responsibie for workin

with other local and national Avicultural organizations in protecting our right to own an§
enjoy our birds. Shall, at Board direction, report all developments to our membership,
in the way then set forth by the Board of Directors.

TREASURER

Requirements: Background  Check, Training, & Professional ~ Experience.

Job Description: The Treasurer shall prepare and submit to the Board at the 4th Quar-
ter Board meeting a budget to be approvedby the Board, indicatin roposed income
and expenditures %or the upcoming year. He/she is responsible for estgbﬁshing and main-
tainintg Society financial accounts. The Treasurer is responsible for receiving and depos-
iting unds into those accounts, and paying the Society's debts in a timely manner. The
Treasurer is required to file in a timely manner all tax information and returns as re-

uired by our %RS 990(501c) status. All funds, records, receipts, and expenditures for
the previous year or shorter period upon relief of the Treasurer, will be reviewed by two
members of the Board of Directors, not to include the current Treasurer, as ap ointed
by the Board of Directors. The results of the review will be presented to the Board) of Di-
rectors upon completion. Further, an audit of the financial accounts will be completed
as above upon the removal or resignation of any Treasurer.

FincH SHOP MANAGER

Requirements: Enough time & dedication to turn around our Finch Shop.
Job DESEFiDtiI]I’I: Shall be responsible for the inventory and sales of merchandise offered
to the general public. He/she must receive and process customer orders, order from
vendors, and work with the NFSS Journal editor and theWebmaster to update the
Finch Shop Cataiog as needed. New products must also be sought and recom-
mended to the Board of Directors for ap roval. Said officer shall be responsible for the
forwarding of funds and reports in a timeﬁ)y manner to the Treasurer. Any Society inven-
tory mustgbe maintained in good order and forwarded in a timely manner upon resigna-
tion or when a newly appointed director has been appointed.
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Finch and Softbill Save (FSS)

A Conservation Program Established by the
National Finch and Softbill Society

Most finch and softbill species are not bred enough inthe US and Canada, leading to a decline in the
number of individual birds and bird species available today. A number of factors have contributed to this
decline, including import restrictions, lack of motivation to breed these species, and difficulty finding other
breeders with whom we can exchange bloodlines. Finch and Softbill Save strives to increase the number
of captive-bred birds by sharing information that may lead to improved breeding success and by providing
away for breeders to work cooperatively.

NEW -Finchand Softbill Save is Going Online!

Finch and Softhill Save is taking advantage of the web to make it easier to fulfill the program requirements
and to improve our ability to analyze the data reported by participants. A web-based application is being
developed that will allow participants to record their breeding results online along with observations about
the environment and conditions that led to those results. The program will include the following features:

< Annual reporting routines will evaluate the data reported by participants and tally the statistics
provided for each species. Such analyses offer a snapshot of the state of aviculture for each
species and can lead to species profiles to assist our breeding efforts.

« A studbook will maintain the documented ancestral history of all birds in the program, providing
pedigrees and tools to help ensure genetic diversity.

= Breeders of rare species can easily network to exchange bloodlines and expand flocks, without.
sacrificing each participant's control over private information.

We Need You!

No conservation effort, no matter how well conceived and well designed, can succeed without
participation from the avicultural community. You can help by joining FSS and sharing your results. All
species of finches and softbills that can be legally kept in captivity in the US and Canada are included
except zebra finches, society finches, gouldian finches, andjava rice finches, which are already well-
established. There is no fee to join, but you must be a member of the National Finch and Softbill Society.

How to Join:

NFSS: Visit the NFSS website at www.nfss.org.

FSS: Ensure your NFSS membership is current and join the Finch and Softbill Save Yahoo! group at:
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/Finch_SoftbillSave/. Software development has just begun, but
progress reports will be made to the Finch and Softbill Save Yahoo! group.

For more information

Vonda Zwick (VondaFSfinchaviary com)
Finch & Softbill Saveogram Director
611 Hingham Ln

Schaumburg, IL
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AFFILIATED CLUBS
CALIFORNIA

Central California Cage Bird Club (www.mycccbe.org)

Meetings: 3rd Sun. of the month at 3800 Cornucopia Way #B, Harvest Hall,
Modesto, CA 95358-9492 / Contact: Jane Perez at janep.p%,ymouth@gmail.com
or 209-245-3582

Finch Society of San Diego (www.finchsociet ofsandiego.com)

Meetings: 4th Sun., 2-4 p.m. Poway Elks glub, 13219 Poway Road, Poway,
CA 92064 |/ Contact: Sa y Huntington—5634 Carnegie St., San Diego, A
92122; 858-452-9423 sdfinchsociety@gmail.com

West Coast Zebra & Society Finch Show (www.efinch.com/show)
Meetings: No club meetings, show committee meeting in July.
Contact: Sally Huntington, 5634 Carnegie St., San Diego, CA 92122
858-452-9423

| © [OLORADD
Mountain States Avian Society (www.msasbirds.org)
Meetings: 2nd Sat. 1 p.m. at Animal Central, 8308 Church Ranch Blvd,,
Westminster CO 80021 / Contact: Gary Morgan, 15341 Kingston St,,
Brighton, CO 80602; 303-659-9554 burdmn@aol.com
NESS Delegate: Jesse Avila, 7910 Greenland Road, Franktown CO 80116
303-664-0399, pjbavila@aol.com

| | FLORIDA
Florida Canary Fanciers, Inc. (www.floridacanaryfanciers.com)
Meetings: 3rd Sun. every other month, 2:00 p.m., Perkins Restaurant,
Davenport, FL | Contact: Ruth Ann Stearns 352-394-3668 or

ra.canary@gmail.com

Suncoast Canary & Finch Club (www.suncoastcanaryandfinchclub.com)
Meetings: 1st Wed. of every month at 7p.m., Collingswood Animal Hospital,
1419 Collingswood Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33948

Contact: Vetagator@yahoo.com

| | ILLINDIS
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club (www.gecbe.org)
Meetings: 3rd Fri., except Nov & Dec, at 204 S. Villa Ave,, Villa Park, IL
60181 /g Contact: Robert Wild, 305 Grosvenor Ct., Bolingbrook, IL 60440
630-980-4416, wild@comcast.net or secretary@gccbc.org

National Institute of Red Orange Canaries (www.niroc.org)
Meetings: 4th Fri. monthly, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Westchester
Contact: druprr@gmail.com

llini Bird Fanciers Inc. (www.illinibirdfanciers.com)

Meetings: 4th Sun. of the month from Noon to 4 p.m. at 3233 Mathers Rd.,,
Springtield, IL / Contact: Karen Williams at 217-391-4648 or
contact@illinibirdfanciers.com
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AFFILIATED CLUBS

Mid America Cage Bird Society (www.mlaucgi.Aorg)

Meetings: 4th Sun., locations vary; Exceptions: No Nov. meeting.

Contact: President - John Thielking, 239-851-8132, JThielking@comcast.net

. . . MARYLAND
Raltimore Bird Fanciers (www.baltimorebirdfanciers.org)
Meetings: 3rd Sun., 2 p.m. at Towson Library, 320 York %(d., Baltimore, MD 21204 /
Contact: Christine Roberts, 11 Prettyboy Garth, Parkton, MD 21120
410-343-1807, compteacher@yahoo.com

. . MICHIGAN
Society of Ganary & Finch Breeders (www.scfbmichigan.com)

Meetings: 3rd Sat. of month, location varies.
Contact: Mary Tarsitano 586-781-6429 or mtarsitano@gmail.com

MISSOURI
EEtEWEy Parrot Club (www.gatewayparrotclub.org)
Meetings: 3rd Sun., 2 p.m. at %arietees Exotic Birc{g Store, 60 Meramec Valley Plaza, Val-
ley Park, MO 63088, (Exceptions: No meetings in June, Aug & Dec)
Contact: Christine A. Kinkade, 2412 Angela Dr., High Ridge, MO 63049
636-343-8097 Boardmember2@GatewayParrotClub.org or
President@GatewayParrotClub.org

Greater Kansas Gity Avicultural Society (www.gkcas.org)

Meetings: 2nd Sunday of each month, 2-4 p.m.

Email: gkcas@live.com
. . NEW HAMPSHIRE
Rirds of a Feather Avicultural Society (www.boaf.com)
Meetings: 2nd Mon. at Villa Crest Retirement Home
Contact: Ray Schwartz, 19 Olde Common Dr., Atkinson, NH 03811;
603-362-6106 President@BOAF.com or Prismsdad@aol.com

. L NEW JERSEY
Garden State Bird Association (www.gsbirda.com)
Meetings: st Fri. of each month, 7:30 p.m., 409 Route 1 & 9 South,
Elizabe%-l, NJ / Contact: Rui Goncalves, 908-868-1605

ruigoncalves65@icloud.com

NEW YORK
Colorbred Eanary Club of New York (www.newyorkcolorbredcanaryclub.com)
Meetings: 1st Sun. each month at 50-21 193 St., Fresh Meadows, NYry
Contact: Jose Zelada, 20 N Goodwin Ave., Elmsford, NY 10523; 914-345-5707
JZelada@optonline.net

Kings County Canary Club

Meetings: 3rd Sun., 5 Frank Ct., Brooklyn, NY 11229

Contact: Kathleen Guise Schaefer, 5 Frank Ct., Brooklyn, NY 11229
718-332-3413, kanarykate@aol.com

New York Finch & Type Canary Club

Meetings: 2nd Sun. each month except July & August
Contact: barstand@verizon.net
OREGON

Columbia EEHEFV Club (www.facebook.com/ColumbiaCanaryClub)

Meetings: 1st Fri. of each month, 7:30 p.m., 409 Route 1 & 9 South,

Elizabe%h, NJ / Contact: Sandra Gregory, 680 Douglas Avenue, NE, Gervais, Oregon 97026-7770
Email is sfoote@pressdata.net and pgone is: 503-792-3582 or 503-310-3133
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AFFILIATED CLUBS

PENNSYLVANIA
Chester County Club (www.ccbirdclub.com)
Meetings: 2nd Sun., E. Whiteland Township Bldg., Frazer, PA

Contact: info@ccbirdclub.com
N TEXAS
Alamo Exhibition Bird Club (www.acbe.ore)
Meetings: 4th Sun. at 2 p.m., Kirby Senior %enter, San Antonio, TX
Contact: alamobirdclub@yahoo.com

[:ﬂﬂﬂf'y & Finch SDEiEtlYl (www.canaryfinchsociety.tripod.com)
Meetings: 2nd Sun. at Sheraton Hotel, Houston, TX
Contact: windsong.hj41@gmail.com

Fort Worth Bird Club (www.fortworthbirdclub.com)

Meetings: 2nd Sun. (except April & May) at Fort Worth Botanical Garden Center, 3220 Univer-
sity Dr. - North of 1-30 in Fort Worth

Contact: Cheryl Burns fwbc@forworthbirdclub.com or

thebirdmart@?cl)rtworthbirdclub.com

Texas Bird Breeders & Fanciers Association (www.texasbirdbreeders.org)
Meetings: March 29th & Nov 1st, Mayborn Convention Center, Temple, T%(
Contact: Barbara Irwin 817-572-6262

... WASHINGTON
Cascade Canary Breeders Association (wwuw.sites.google.com/site/cascadecanary)
Meetings: 4th Sun. of the month in Woodinville (check we%asite for more info)
Contact: dwhite3511@msn.com

. . CANADA
Durham Avicultural Society (www.birdclub.ca)
Meetings: 2nd Tues of every month; Sept-June at Ajax Rotary Park Pavilion, 151 Lake Driveway
W., Ajax, ON 4S 7]1 / Contact: Karen Smith, PO Box 4, Pickering, ON LIV 2R2; 905-839-2157
Email: Karen.Smith@sunnybrook.ca

Essex-Kent [:age Bird Society (www.essexkentcbs.com)

Meetings: Member homes, Windsor, Ontario
Contact: Julianne Mion 519-948-6398; julianne@mnsi.net

BudgerigLar & Foreign Bird Society (www.bfbsbirdclub.com)
Contact: bfbs_editor@yahoo.com
PUERTO RICO

Asociacion de Criadores de Finces, Inc. (Search for us on Facebook!)
Meetings: 7 p.m., Tue., Las Catalinais Mall, Food Court Area

Contact: Juan Alicea, 12203 Urb Serenna, Los Prados, Apt. L-302,
Caguas, PR 00727; 787-479-7405; juanalicea@yahoo.com

THE NFSS IS PROUD TO AFFILIATE WITH THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:

American Federation of Aviculture (www.afabirds.org)
P.O. Box 91717, Austin, TX 78709

Avicultural Society of America (www.asabirds.org)

Contact: Steve Duncan, P.O. Box 3161, San Dimas, CA 91773
Founded in 1927, this is the oldest aviculture society in the US
National Animal Interest Alliance (www.naiaonline.org)

Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (www.pijac.org)
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2014 JUDGES PANEL

b1 \ice PRESIDENT - Jupges PANEL / STANDARDS / RESEARCH
VINCE MOASE - JUDGESPANELINFSS.ORG

NIZAMALI
135-11 114th St.
South Ozone Park,
NY 11420
718-835-8590
917-327-1438

LAURA BEWLEY
3538 S. 65 W. Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74107
918-446-3999
Ibewley@yahoo.com

ALFREDD M. BRUGUERAS
174 CR 2317
Mineola, TX 75773
903-569-6979
elmaridodealba@yahoo

CLARENCE CULWELL

250 Horseshoe Dr.
Springtown, TX 76082
817-220-5568

coculwell@verizon.net

OR. AL DECOTEAU
P.O. Box 546
Hollis, NH 03049
603-878-3435
spbel@aol.com

KENNETH GUNBY

3692 Mandarin Woods
Dr. N
Jacksonville, FL 32223
904-403-3078
gunbybird2@aol.com

ANNETTE (HOWARD)
JERMOLENKOD

1234 Conser Drive

LAURA TINKER

31 Grape Hollow Road
Holmes, NY 12531

Salem, OH 44460 845-855-2662
44460Howardaj78 LKTinker@comcast.net
@yahoo.com
g CHRISTINE VORONOVITCH
(234)564-5964
38 Liberty St.
SALLY HUNTINGTON Manchester, CT 06040

5634 Carnegie St. 860-649-8220
San Diego, CA 92122 Ibtybeagle@aol.com
858-452-9423
LAURA WATKINS
sallych@san.rr.com
PO Box 666
ARMANDO LEE

Banning, CA. 92220
951-453-7671
Iwatkins6108@gmail.com

2146 SW 2nd Court
Cape Coral, FL 33991

239-462-2998
JERRI WIESENFELD
VINCE MOASE 2379 Water Bluff Dr.
1078 Roundelay Ct, Jacksonville, FL 32218
Oshawa, ON,

904-612-6896

jerrisj avas@aol.com

L1] 7R7, Canada
905-723-1978

vkmoase@rogers.com

Interested in Becoming

N NFSS Judge? p
BOB PEERS A\ g’
535 W. 61st St.,, Apt. D "-\ \'\sz&‘;'f/ /“\

Westmont, [L 60559 [,'unta[:t
Phone/Fax: 630-740-7389 Vince Moase
r.peers@comcast.net judgespanelﬁnfss.urg
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NFSS BoarD oF DIRECTORS AND APPOINTED OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Rebecca Mikel
13779 US 12 E

Union, MI 49130
president@nfss.org

PAST PRESIDENT
John Wilson
San Francisco, CA 94110
pastpresident@nfss.org

15T VICE PRESIDENT

Sally Huntington
afadelegate@nfss.org

Istvp@nfss.org

¢ND VICE PRESIDENT
John Wilson
San Francisco, CA 94110
2ndvp@nfss.org

3R0 VICE PRESIDENT
Scott Golden

3rdvp@nfss.org
ATH VICE PRESIDENT

Vince Moase
1078 Roundelay Ct
Oshawa, ON L1] 7R7
905-723-1978
judgespanel@nfss.org

FINCH & SOFTBILL SAVE
DIRECTOR

Scott Golden
3rdvp@nfss.org

AFFILIATE/AWARDS
DIRECTOR

Laura Bewle

LEG BAND DIRECTOR ~ FINCH SHOP MANAGER
Paula Hansen finchshop@nfss.org
2234 Juneau Ct
Salem, OR 97302 TREASURER
bands@nfss.org Lisa R. Murphy
PRESIDENT EMERITUS 918 Georgia Ave

William Parlee Etowah, TN 37331

860-56-0200 treasurer@nfss.org
presidentemeritus@nfss.org ADVERTSING/
RELIONIVE pnoMoTioNS MANAGER
regionlvp@nfss.org A;?;rgir{iheé(t)e
onita
REGION 2 VP Carlsbad, NM 88220

Javier Perez

Tampa, Fl 33625 daydreamin63@hotmail.com

region2vp@nfss.org advertising@nfss.org
REGION3 VP MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Susan Stieve Brianna McCauley
Columbus, OH Lacombe. LA

614-205-3755 985-774-6408

Region3vp@nfss.org
brianna.m.mccauley@gmaﬂ.com
REGION4 VP membership@nfss.org
Cheryl Burns
336 S. Pearson Lane MODERATOR:
Keller, TX 76248 NFSS FORUMS
(H) 817-337-7492 John Wilson
(C) 817-445-2016 _
regiondvp@nfss.org pastpresident@nfss.org
REGION5 VP NFSS WEBMASTER
Doug White webmaster@nfss.org
13013 311th Ave
Sultan, WA 98240 LEGISLATIVE LIAISON
Region5vp@nfss.org legis@nfss.org
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY JOURNAL EDITOR

affiliations@nfss.org 1];;1(?; ]gdcrlngtndst Chelsea Gitzen
rd Stree
MADELEGATE. oo oot Tacoms, WA sBars
Sally Huntington 909-795-1582 509-724-0107
afadelegate@nfss.org execsecretary@nfss.org editor@nfss.org
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