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NFSS Mission Statement

Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society

Advertising Rates

The National Finch & Softbill Society is dedicated to the introduction of the enjoy-
ment of keeping and breeding Finches and Softbills to all interested parties, enhance 
the knowledge of our members in keeping and care of these birds, encourage breed-
ing programs, and cooperate with organizations for the preservation of aviculture 
in this country.

Publisher: The National Finch & Softbill Society - www.nfss.org 
Issue Editor: Tom Keegan
Designer: J. M. Tavenner

NFSS Principal Address: 918 Georgia Avenue Etowah, TN 37331 

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society is published bimonthly by NFSS. 

Submitting Materials for Publication: All materials should be submitted to 2nd Vice 
President Tom Keegan, 21 Oakcrest Rd., S. Weymouth, MA 02190, (781) 335-3927, 
2ndVP@nfss.org. NFSS members are encouraged to submit articles, drawings, and 
photographs. NFSS reserves the right to edit and/or reject all written, photographic, 
and advertising materials submitted for publication to the Journal. Deadline for time-
sensitive submissions: 15th day of Dec, Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, & Oct for following issue.

Editorial Policy/Disclaimer: NFSS-affiliated clubs have permission to reprint all articles 
and photographs with the following exceptions: All articles and photos labeled “All 
Rights Reserved” require the copyright owner’s permission and all “Reprinted by Per-
mission of” articles require written permission from the originating source. Opinions 
expressed or facts reported in articles and published in the Journal do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Editor, NFSS, or its Board of Directors. Publishing of advertise-
ments in the Journal does not imply endorsement by NFSS. NFSS assumes no respon-
sibility for advertisers’ claims or the quality of their products or services.

Journal and NFSS Dues: New memberships and late renewals (expired membership) 
received after the fifteenth of the first month of Journal publication will receive six issues 
beginning with the following Journal. Cutoff dates are as follows: January 15, March 
15, May 15, July 15, September 15, November 15.

Cover: Photo courtesy of Vonda L. Zwick.

Covers (color – inside & out) $90.00/Issue or $450.00/Year; Full Page (B&W) 60.00/Issue 
or $306.00/Year; Half-Page (B&W) $40.00/Issue or $204.00/Year; Quarter-Page (B&W) 
$20.00/Issue or $102.00/Year. Ms. Gail Benson, – 144 N. Clyde Ave., Palatine, IL 60067, 

(847) 963-1926, or Email advertising@nfss.org 
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The National Finch and Sofbill So-
ciety tries to be more than just a 
journal for its membership, even 
if it is one of the best journals of 
its type. While the journal is infor-

mative and entertaining, NFSS has other 
benefits available to its members such as 
the husbandry forum NFSS@yahoogroups.
com where members discuss topics and 
share information of their choosing, such as 
breeding, housing, care, bird availability 
and any other bird related subject they can 
come up with. NFSS-P-P@yahoogroups.com 
is another forum dedicated to the discussion 
of politics and policies of NFSS. 

 NFSS.org is the website of The National 
Finch and Sofbill Society and here you will 
find a wealth of information that can’t be 
printed in every journal. An Education page 
will lead you to information regarding such 
things as Safe Aviary plants, clipping birds 
nails, how to band your birds with open or 
closed bands, and links to out of print book 
sites. A Legislative page provides alerts to 
bills that are potentially harmful to avicul-
ture and other pet owners’ rights. You can 
also find links to other websites that include 
bird food, other avian clubs, breeding, 
sexing labs, cages, finches, softbills, zoos, 
and much more. Also listed are the clubs 
that affiliate with NFSS and their upcom-
ing events, a good place to see shows and 
fairs taking place in your area. View avian 
webcams of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
and others. 

The Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) is explained 

and lists of flora and fauna covered. Embroi-
dered shirts, bags, and other merchandise 
as well as the new NFSS lapel pins can be 
purchased at the FinchShop.Did you ever 
think you might want to be a NFSS judge? 
You’ll find the judges handbook that explains 
how you can make that happen.

And if you just want to see some beautiful 
photographs of the birds we love, check out 
the links to some awesome photographers. 
Barbara Jaquez is our new Webmaster who 
has done some wonderful work on other 
sites. I am certain we will see an even better 
website in the not too distant future.

In this issue you will find the 2009 cen-
sus. Take a little time to fill it out and share 
as much information as you feel comfort-
able with. One thing this can do for us is tell 
us what birds are where and who you may 
be able to share with.

Please don’t forget to send in your Gen-
eral Election ballot that was printed in the 
Jul/Aug 2009 journal. I hope to see many 
of you at an upcoming NFSS event.

Respectfully,

Bob Peers
President 

President’s Message
Not Just a Journal
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Message from your Band Secretary

This is your NFSS Band Secretary. I just wanted to remind you that NFSS does have 
all 2009 bands in stock. However, A’s & B’s are going fast. BTW: Whatever you’re 
doing its so terrific with these smaller birds! Keep it going!
 
NFSS has mailed in bands so far for 2009: “A” - 920, “B” -1,150, “C” -2,500, 
“D” -13,540, “E” -2,770, “G” - 820, “J” - 190, “K” - 560, “L” - 320. Compared to 
2008: A, B, C and L has increased while D, E and G decreased. K and L remained 
the same.
 
New 2010 bands: I’ll announce the new link off the main band page soon for 2010 
bands. The 2010 color is black with white lettering. I will keep the availability 
updated for color and sizes as best I can. 2010 bands will be released Christmas 
week as usual. 
 
Bands will carry new numbering. Due to the expansion of the aluminum when 
struck and some issues with bands not being consistent in size, I’ve spoken with Mr. 
Hughes. He and I feel this will help in keeping all bands consistent in size whether 
you receive band 1 or band 13,000 in size “D” or other sizes. This will eliminate 
those who have been frustrated with inconsistent sized bands. I actually think NFSS 
is the only bird group who asked him to do this. 
 

Here’s examples of different sized band strings with the new sequencial numbering: 

“A” string: 001, 002, 003, 004, 005, 006, 007, 008, 009, 010
“B” string: 0001, 0002, 0003, 0004, 0005, 0006, 0007, 0008, 0009, 0010.
“C” string: 0011, 0012, 0013, 0014, 0015, 0016, 0017, 0018, 0019, 0020.:
“D” string: 01001, 01002, 01003, 01004, 01005, 01006, 01007, 01008, 

01009, 01010.

NFSS has 2 large bulk band orders in place one for December’s release and a 
second order to arrive in January which will include more plastic bands. If your not 
seeing the colors you perfer you can check back. 
 
*Don’t forget to renew your membership or this will definitely delay your band order. 

*Don’t forget NFSS ballot is in your Journal.
 
Any questions you can e-mail me: bands@nfss.org
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CHIRPS FROM THE FINCH FORUM
NFSS Yahoo!® Discussion Groups

Did you know that NFSS runs two discussion groups on Yahoo!® Groups? NFSS 
currently sponsors two distinct forums:

	 1. The Husbandry Forum, for bird husbandry and breeding discussions
	 2. The Politics & Policy Forum (known as the P&P Forum)

These groups are easy to join, and you can participate as much 
or as little as you like:

	 • Participating in these forums is free, but open only to NFSS members
	 • Receive messages as e-mail or read them on the web
	 • Send messages to the entire group if you have questions or need advice
	 • See birds-for-sale listings 
	 • Post announcements to the group, such as birds for sale or your own successes

For the husbandry group, go to http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/NFSS/

For the P&P group, go to http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/NFSS-P-P

Some Recent Messages from the Husbandry Forum

Message #52280
Turaco Survey - Final Call!

Hi Turaco People,
Thank you to everyone, zoo & private, who has shared their turaco info and 
filled out the online survey! 

I will be wrapping up the results on the 15th of this month, so, please, if you 
haven’t taken the survey yet, check out the links below. 

It is fast and easy, and can be totally anonymous if you want. The important 
thing is that turaco info is shared. Even if you only have one turaco, your feed-
back is important so we have a more accurate picture of turaco aviculture.

Please feel free to send and crosspost this to any other group or individual that 
you think may have turacos.

http://tinyurl.com/turacosurvey1
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http://tinyurl.com/turacosurvey2

Let me know if you have any questions or problems with the survey. Thank you 
very much!

Kateri Davis
Davis Lund Aviaries, Specializing in Softbilled Birds
http://tinyurl.com/davislundaviaries
Near Eugene, OR, USA
Author of Mousebirds In Aviculture by Birdhouse Publications
http://tinyurl.com/birdhousepublications

[Note: links containing “tinyurl” will not work when typed into your browser that way. –Ed.]

Message #52238
WCZSFS 2009

The show in Sacramento was everything and more than we had hoped for. 
Very nice entry, good attendance, wonderful judging, the best folks, good food, 
fine wine and as much fun as we could handle. We had twice the space in the 
show room and it worked well. More sales area, room for a few vendors and 
just some more “elbow room”. Clarence was very complimentary of the birds 
that were presented, answered our questions and shared some information on 
details of conformation and staging with those of us who are new to the show 
world. He, along with the rest of us had a very good time. The quality of the 
birds was exceptional, with Sally and Richard reaping top awards as a reward 
for their hard work and effort. There were some new exhibitors, some first time 
top bench placements and the fun of watching our junior exibitor take the num-
ber one spot in the Society Division. As always the crew of wczsfs really pulled 
out the “stops”, went the extra mile and put on a great show. They are all to be 
commended for continuing to build a great reputation.

Early planning for WCZSFS 2010 is underway.

Please watch for the official results to be posted soon!

Chryse
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Message #52230

Jamie Yorck

1920 23rd Street

San Francisco, CA 94107

Contact me directly at 415.824.3594

or email jyorck@rcn.com

Current Price List July 25, 2009

Join the Yahoo! group to get regular for-sale updates from Jamie Yorck, 

Singing Wings Aviary, and more! 

If you have any problems joining the forums or questions about how it works, email 
Forum Moderator John Wilson at jwilson153@aol.com.
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West Coast Zebra and Society Finch 
Show 2009

by Chryse Seeman

Beginning in 1997, Nita Haas and Tom 
Rood organized a Zebra and Society 
Finch show in Kansas City. Their idea 
was very popular with breeders/exhibi-
tors and the show was successful. 

The Kansas City specialty show was 
held almost every year until 2005. They 
sure must have been great gatherings, 
as those who were lucky enough to be 
a part of this show are still talking about 
them. After a few years, Jamie Jackson 
stepped up to manage this event, and 
was joined in his efforts by Charlie An-
chor, Martha Wigmore and Clarence 
Culwell. Jamie says, “When Charlie, 
Clarence and Martha joined the effort, 
it really legitimized the show.”

The Kansas City Zebra and Society 

Show was instrumental in placing the 
Zebra and Society finches in the spot-
light and enabled them to be more 
appreciated and respected than had 
been the case before this “specialty” 
type show. Some of those in atten-
dance at the 2005 Kansas City show 
were Bob Peers, Raspberry and Rich-
ard Renshaw. A discussion was started 
about the possibility of having a show 
of this type a little closer to “home,” 
at least for Richard and Raspberry. 
Raspberry put the word out about hav-
ing a show, patterned after the Kansas 
City event. There were conversations 
going on about a West Coast show 
for a few months, and the idea really 
gained steam when several members 
of the soon-to-be-formed West Coast 
group found themselves again in the 
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same room at the Santa Clara show in 
December ’05.

A casual group was formed online 
among those who shared similar inter-
ests and enthusiasm. The West Coast 
group started the planning phase for a 
summer 2006 event. As there was no 
treasury at this time, we all “kicked in” 
what we could and begged, borrowed 
and stole the rest from other supporters 
from all corners of the US. Many dona-
tions of money, fundraising items and 
general support have helped to main-
tain a solid financial base for the show 
to continue into the future. We have 
held the show each year since 2006.

The 2009 West Coast Zebra and Soci-
ety Finch show was held in July of this 
year, and once again we were pleased 
to see that the attention and interest in 
the event continues to grow. While the 
group has gained a few members and 
lost a few, it has continued to have a 
core group of dedicated breeders/ex-
hibitors, who will work hard to see that 
the show and weekend flourishes. Each 
member brings his/her talents and en-
ergy to the table, and all work together 
for the sole benefit of the big weekend 
in July.

As the group members arrive from 
many different directions on the day 
before the show, the tasks of setting up 
the rooms, staging the raffle and auc-
tion, and finding a space for the sales 
area begin and the anticipation begins 
to build for Saturday. John Wilson sup-
plied the work crew with snacks and 
beverages to go with the non-stop bird 
conversations that ran late into the night 
before the show. 

There is usually a casual dinner Friday 
evening and a guest speaker to start off 

the event. This year Mr. Clarence Cul-
well was our honored judge and guest 
speaker. He captured the room with his 
stories and information and answered 
as many questions as we could direct to 
him. Richard Renshaw gave a presen-
tation on photographing birds with a 
homemade cage and a point-and-shoot 
camera. The audience was pleasantly 
surprised to find that very good results 
are possible without a lot of technical 
skill or expensive equipment. 

On Saturday morning, Clarence did 
a great job of sorting, switching and 
placing the birds that were presented 
for his opinion, all the while sharing 
tidbits and big bites of good informa-
tion with the gallery. As has been the 
tradition, the judging was relaxed and 
anyone wanting to ask questions during 
the process was accommodated.

This atmosphere has prevailed at each 
of our shows and this seems to be one 
reason that those who attend once will 
become regular visitors to the event. 
Some of the new exhibitors who had 
visited just to watch have returned the 
following year with entries. Good spir-
its, good sportsmanship, good times, 
renewed friendships and great birds 
are to be found at this gathering….
what’s not to like?!

Why breed Zebra Finches? For two 
days, you don’t have to explain.
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Sacramento, California
July 25, 2009

Judge - Clarence Culwell

Official results
 

69 entries (57 zebra finches, 17 society finches)
10 exhibitors

 
Division 1 – Standard Zebra Finch Varieties

 

 
Best Unflighted – Sally Huntington – Normal Gray
Best Pair – Sally Huntington – Normal Gray

Division 2 – Rare Zebra Finch Varieties
 

 

West Coast Zebra and 
Society Finch Show Results

The friendliest finch show in the West!

1st	 Sally Huntington		  Normal Gray
2nd	 Sally Huntington		  Normal Gray hen
3rd	 Sally Huntington		  CFW
4th	 J. Edmonds/S. Huntington	 Normal Gray
5th	 Janet Edmonds		  Normal Gray
6th	 Chryse Seeman		  Lightback
7th	 Jami Arndt		  CFW
8th	 Sally Huntington		  Normal Gray pair
9th	 Jami Arndt		  CFW hen
10th	 Roy Beckham	 	 Lightback Fawn

1st	 Sally Huntington		  Orange Breasted Fawn
2nd	 Sally Huntington		  Orange Breasted CFW
3rd	 Sally Huntington		  Continental CFW pair
4th	 Roy Beckham	 	 Penguin hen
5th	 Roy Beckham	 	 Penguin
6th	 Chryse Seeman		  Black Cheek
7th	 Chryse Seeman		  Black Cheek
8th	 Richard Renshaw	 	 Black Breasted
9th	 Janet Edmond		  Black Face
10th	 Richard Renshaw	 	 Continental CFW hen
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Best Unflighted – Sally Huntington – Orange Breasted Fawn 

Best Pair – Sally Huntington – Continental CFW

Judges Special Award – Laura Watkins – Black Breasted
 
 

Division 3 – Standard Society Finch Varieties
 

Best Unflighted – Dezirae Lord – Chestnut Self 

Special Junior Exhibitor Award – Dezirae Lord
 

 
 

1st	 Dezirae Lord		  Fawn Self
2nd	 Sally Huntington		  Fawn & White Pied
3rd	 Richard Renshaw	 	 Chocolate & White Pied
4th	 Dezirae Lord		  Chestnut Self
5th	 Mario Talamantes		 Dark-eyed White
6th	 Desiree Lord		  Fawn Self
7th	 Mario Talamantes		 Fawn Self

Judge Clarence Culwell with Junior Exhibitor Dezirae Lord
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Division 4 – Rare Society Finch Varieties
 

 
Best Unflighted – Richard Renshaw - Creamino 

Judges Special Award – Richard Renshaw - Pearl

1st	 Richard Renshaw	 	 Pearl Gray
2nd	 Richard Renshaw	 	 Pearl
3rd	 Richard Renshaw	 	 Pearl
4th	 Richard Renshaw	 	 Creamino
5th	 Sally Huntington		  Pearl
6th	 Sally Huntington		  Pearl
7th	 Sally Huntington		  Pearl Gray
8th	 Lily Curd			  Bonten (Crested)
9th	 Sally Huntington		  Chiyoda frill
10th	 Lily Curd			  Bonten (Crested)

Some Comments from Attendees of the WCZSF Show

I was so excited to see the quality of birds at the show. I was glad to see such a great 
group of people working together to improve their birds. The group was very recep-
tive to suggestions that I made that would help in their breeding programs. There is 
a tremendous amount of knowledge in your club. You guys can expect good things 
to happen if you keep on sharing birds and ideas. Roy is a great resource person 
who is willing to help anyone. Sally is always willing to share.

7th-Black Cheek, Chryse Seeman
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 Thanks again for inviting us. We enjoyed our time in Sacramento very much. The 
meal at the Brewing Co. was excellent. We loved the cool weather. It was cooler 
here when we returned but it is really heating up again. 
 
Thanks again and keep in touch.
 
Clarence Culwell, 2009 WCZSF Show Judge

We truly had fun at the show. Birds were all in condition for show. Birds for sale 
were in clean cages, all well lit cages, healthy, clean and well kept. Hall was air 
conditioned and comfortable and raffle items were outstanding. One person com-
mented they liked to place their ticket in the items they wanted to win rather than 
draw for all from one container. New folks to birds were given good information 
how to start. Everyone was helping not having to be asked. Very relaxing show. 
Good judge with good information and knowledgeable about the birds he was 
placing. What the birds were suppose to look like and what they should be paired 
with. Auction was the funniest and great items to bid for.
 
Paula Hansen

I loved the extra space for bird sales and tables for lunch! Very much appreciated 
Mr Culwell’s willingness to share his thoughts and constructive criticisms throughout 
the judging. The camaraderie from judging to the raffle and auction to ice cream 
social at the end is the best part for me. 

Gwynne Willison

Penguin Pair
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As a first time participant in the [WCZSF] event, I had a great time! My husband also 
attended with me for the first time ever going to any bird event and he found it to be 
very educational. He even pushed me to purchase a pair of Finches and if you knew 
my husband, adding more birds to my collection is the last thing you would ever ex-
pect him to do!!! Meeting Sally Huntington and Clarence Culwell was such a treat, 
they are so approachable, helpful and knowledgeable. I found the other members 
that I met to be wonderful and so willing to share their experiences, and tips. As a 
novice I left learning so much about my own birds as well as about other varieties 
and what were good traits for show finches. As a first time enterant I was so thrilled 
to place and win a couple of ribbons. And yet as amazing as that was, beyond the 
ribbons the biggest award was the knowledge gained, and the friendships made.

Lily Curd

Massachusetts 
Cage Bird Assoc
2009 Annual Show
and Bird Mart Too!

•Birds    •Toys    •Supplies    •Raff les
October 17

Elks Lodge, Weymouth, MA
1197 Washington Street  02189

9am – 4pm

Divisions:

Border & Fife Canary, Gloster & Misc. Type Canary, Colorbred 
Canary, Finches & Softbills (NFSS), Parrots (SPBE), Cockatiels 

(Cockatiel Foundation)

Contact Tom Keegan at 781-335-3927 or thomkeegan@aol.com
for details or to reserve vendor tables

See www.masscagebird.org for directions & more details!

All Photographs courtesy of Roy Beckham, efinch.com
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NCBS HAS SOMETHING FOR 
Every NFSS Member:

Education, Showing, Sales, Birds’ stuff 
and best of all we get to TALK BIRDS for 3 full days!

T H U R S D A Y
Registration, begins at 10 am

All entries MUST be registered by 9 PM thursday
Afternoon of Aviculture (AOA) from 12-6 pm.- Granda room. 

Relax, talk birds, ask questions of top breeders, and socialize. This is NFSS’s edu-
cational event as well hosting the judges clinic. $10 members, $40 non member 

(includes 1 years membership).

4th Quarter Board meeting 7 pm, location tba.

F R I D A Y
All birds entered must be in show hall no later then 6 am

Judging begins promptly at 8 am 

Bird Sales room open 10 am to 6 pm 

Hospitality Night, 7:30 pm; Band, refreshments and the lively Bird Auction, birds are 
donated by last years winners

S A T U R D A Y
NFSS general Meeting 1 pm, Seville room 3:

The results of the election will be announced, awards presented & suggestions taken 
from the floor

Silent Auction ends (time tba) watch the NFSS list for items 

Awards Banquet 7pm: Time to dress up and honor the winners, after which birds must 
be removed from show hall

 THE END ... until next year

61st National Cage Bird Show 
At the Renaissance Tulsa Hotel & Convention Center

November 19 - 21, 2009 
5808 S 107th East Ave., Tulsa, OK 74133

 
Single and Double $125.00 

Use Promotional Code: National Cage Bird Show when booking
1-800-264-0165 Hotel Central Reservations, or log on at

 Renaissance Tulsa Hotel & Convention Center
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2009 NFSS Annual Census

The 2009 online census will be open from Nov 1 – Dec 31, 2009. I want to en-
courage everyone with the means to participate in the Census online to do so. The 
online system takes only a few moments to complete, the data is collected and tallied 
immediately, and you can log in at any time to change your data as long as the 
Census is open. You will also be able to view the overall totals as they come in. Your 
personal information is not disclosed unless you choose to share contact information 
with other fanciers.

While online participation is encouraged, mail-in Census forms will also be ac-
cepted for those without Internet access. 

The Census is an important function of the NFSS. The data collected will help us 
assess the state of aviculture in the US and Canada, as well as analyze trends over 
time. Everyone’s participation is encouraged no matter how many birds you keep, 
whether you breed or just enjoy, whether you are an NFSS member or not. The more 
data we get, the better we can understand our hobby.

2009 Census Instructions

To participate in the Census online (preferred), simply visit www.nfss-fss.org/Census 
between November 1st and December 31st, and follow the instructions to create an 
account, log in, and submit your data. Returning participants may choose to log in 
with their previous account information or create a new account.

To participate in the Census via mail, fill out the form included in this journal and 
mail it to me at the address below. 

Tracking mutation data is not a goal of the Census. Limited mutation data is col-
lected only to help connect breeders. Mutation combinations are not supported, so 
you much choose which mutation to enter such birds under. You are free to enter 
all your birds as Normal (or Other) rather than enter them by mutation to keep the 
process simple. 

Supported mutations are as follows:

Gouldians (body color only): Normal, Blue, Dilute, Powder Blue, Silver, Yellow, Other.

Red Throated Parrotfinch: Normal, Pied, Seagreen

Society Finch: (All White, Chestnut and White Pied, Chestnut Self, Chocolate and 
White Pied, Chocolate Self, Crested (any color), Euro Black Brown, Euro Grey, Euro 
Red Brown, Fawn and White Pied, Fawn Self, Pearl, Other.

Star Finch: Normal, Isabelle (Any Head Color), Pied (Any Body/Head Color), 
Yellow-faced.
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Zebra Finch: Normal Grey, Black-breasted, Black-cheeked, Black-faced, Chestnut-
flanked White, Cream, Crested, Dominant Silver, Eumo, Fawn, Fawn-cheeked, Florida 
Fancy, Lightback, Orange-breasted, Other, Penguin, Pied, Recessive Silver, White.

The Census is open to both NFSS members and non-members in order to get the most 
accurate portrait of the birds we are keeping in the fancy. Please help to contribute to 
the success of the program by participating and spreading the word!

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or comments about the Census. 

Vonda Zwick, FSS Director
611 Hingham Ln
Schaumburg, IL 60193
VondaFSS@finchaviary.com
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Take a walk on the wild side and visit us at

www.Mazuri.com
or call us toll free at 1.800.227.8941

EXOTICS RULE
OUR ANIMAL KINGDOMOUR ANIMOUR ANIMOUR ANI AL MAL M KIKIK NINI GDOM

MAZURI® BIRD DIETS:
Small Bird Maintenance

Small Bird Breeder
Parrot Maintenance

Parrot Breeder
ZuLiFe™ Soft-Bill Diet

ZuLiFe™ Bird Gel

We know exotics rule. In the grand scheme of things, we 
produce more food for more exotic animals than any other
company in the world. 

MAZURI® BIRD DIETS:

 and is produced in the United States   
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First Impressions:
Keeping and Breeding the Orange-
Cheeked Waxbill (Estrilda melpoda)

Orange-cheeked waxbills have been 
plentiful at bird fairs for a long time. 
They are inexpensive because they are 
imported in large numbers from Puerto 
Rico where feral populations have be-
come established. Despite their relative-
ly low price, they are a complex species 
that is easy to maintain but that can be 
a challenge to breed successfully. They 
are a great aviary bird, mixing well in 
a community and possessing their own 
unique subtle beauty. They are very 
showy birds, small and tight feathered, 
that love to show off by flittering back 
and forth and flicking and fanning their 
tail feathers.

Orange cheeks will do very well on 
your typical finch diet. Start with a good 

finch seed mix. I have found that, like 
many other small waxbills, the orange 
cheeks prefer the smaller millets. When 
presented with a choice of seeds offered 
in separate dishes, the orange cheeks 
showed a strong preference for Siberian 
millet. After the Siberian millet, they also 
liked German millet, followed closely by 
Japanese millet. White proso and red mil-
let were consumed more moderately, and 
rape, canary, and nyjer were taken only 
in small amounts. Thus, to avoid waste, 
try to find a seed mix high in the top three 
seeds, but including the others in lesser 
amounts for variety. I cut EM Spec Finch 
Mix from Herman Brothers with addition-
al Siberian millet to reduce waste when 
fed to my waxbills. In addition to a good 

by Vonda L. Zwick

Domestic-bred orange-cheeked waxbill.
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seed mix, orange cheeks will take fresh 
egg food (although new imports may 
need to be trained to do so), fresh greens, 
and small mealworms. Mealworms are 
not required for non-breeding birds. I mix 
an avian vitamin (Nekton-S) in with the 
fresh egg food. I also offer oyster shell at 
all times as well as a constant supply of 
dry commercial egg food so there always 
is a good protein source available. 

I have experienced very few health 
problems with orange cheeks – they are 
a very hardy bird and a good choice 
for beginners if breeding is not the goal. 
They can be prone to egg binding, so 
calcium sources should be offered at all 
times. Orange cheeks are also overzeal-
ous preeners and can potentially preen 
a partner until they have bald patches 
– even when offered excessive protein. 
If you remove the plucked bird imme-
diately, the feathers will usually start to 
grow back in a week or two. But if the 
plucking persists, the follicles will be 
damaged and feathers will not regrow. 
This does not seem to affect their health 
or their breeding performance, but can 
be unsightly. In rare cases, I have no-
ticed the plucked feathers to come back 
in white, giving the bird a false pied 
appearance around the head , neck, 
or shoulders. I have also noticed a fad-
ing of the intensity of the orange in the 
beak and in the cheeks in a few older 
birds – I am not sure if this is due to 
age or if perhaps those birds did not 
consume as balanced a diet as the oth-
ers in the flock. 

Probably the biggest concern for new 
orange cheek owners is finding appro-
priate accommodations for them. They 
are lively birds and will benefit from 
having a lot of flight space, but they 
are also small birds and can easily slip 
through the bars of a standard cage. 

When I quarantined my initial stock in 
36”-wide canary double breeders with 
½” bar spacing, it was not unusual 
to find one or two birds sitting on top 
of the quarantine cages. In an unsafe 
environment, this can be a problem. 
Attaching greenery or a solid material 
to the sides and top of the cage may 
help confine the birds. Three-eighths 
inch spacing is more appropriate for 
this species – but it is almost impos-
sible to find spacious cages with this 
bar-spacing. Chicks can even squeeze 
through this bar spacing if there is any 
give. If you build a flight yourself, ½” 
square hardware cloth (I like the PVC-/
vinyl-coated variety) will safely confine 
the birds – and even the young cannot 
escape through ½” x ½” openings. 

While orange-cheeked waxbills are one 
of the easier species of waxbill to keep, 
they are also one of the most difficult 
to breed. In Australia where the species 
cannot be imported, one pair costs more 
than 1000 US dollars. However, the fact 
that they still can be found in Australia is 
an indication that breeding the species 
is difficult, but not impossible.

Here in the U S, the orange cheek is 
rarely bred. Breeding success is dif-
ficult and costly, frequently requiring 
vast amounts of live food and large 
enclosures, but prices remain low due 
to market oversaturation with imports. 
Thus, there is little incentive to breed 
the species. H owever, should the U S 
pass legislation prohibiting importa-
tion of wild-caught birds, the ubiqui-
tous orange cheek will be one of the 
first species to disappear. Thus, it is im-
portant to make an effort to work with 
this species now and share our experi-
ences with other aviculturists.

I started my orange-cheek breeding 
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program with 27 birds, all imports. At 
the very end of the breeding season, 
one clutch of three parent-raised chicks 
somehow miraculously managed to 
fledge before I retired the birds for the 
season. I considered this seemingly 
dubious accomplishment to be an un-
mitigated success. After having spent 
untold money on the initial stock, on 
building the bird room and the breed-
ing aviaries, on excessive amounts of 
live food being shipped to me every 
few weeks, on light fixtures and heat-
ing bills, and on fan installations and 
air cleaners, what did I have to show 
for it: three domestic orange cheeked 
waxbills that had a street value of may-
be $20 a piece. But those three orange 
cheeked waxbills were more valuable 
to me than all the money spent getting 
there. Because I had proven to myself 
that it could be done, and perhaps more 
importantly, to the birds themselves that 
they could raise chicks in captivity.

The first problem that needs to be 
overcome when beginning an orange 
cheek breeding program is determining 
how to pair them up. Orange-cheeks 
are monomorphic and tricky to sex. 
The most common physical indicator is 
the coloring of the vent area, and to a 
lesser degree, the size and intensity of 
the orange cheek patches on the face. 
Cocks are more likely to have a bright 
orange patch at the vent area. Hens 
are more likely to be more buff or less 
brightly colored on the vent than cocks. 
However, there is much variation here, 
leaving a large number of birds in the 
muddled middle and this method may 
not always be reliable. I have found it 
to be most marked in juveniles that have 
just gotten their adult plumage and red 
beaks. Thus, the best time to sex may 
be at this young age.

Orange cheeks also form tight bonds 
with their chosen mates and may not 
accept the mate chosen for them – espe-
cially if a preferred mate is within ear-
shot. Most of my pairs consist of birds 
that were initially quarantined together 
– indicating that despite being given 
opportunities to choose new mates 
when I moved much of my initial stock 
to a large free flight, they still chose to 
stick with the bird that they first bonded 
with. There is always the exception, of 

Same birds – Cock (Left) and Hen (Right)

Cock (Left) and Hen (Right)
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course, and I have had one male suc-
cessfully raise chicks with one hen, then 
switch to a newly introduced hen the 
next year and raise more chicks.
Because of the potential difficulties pair-
ing the birds up, I choose to commu-
nity breed. This requires an aviary en-
vironment. When I first acquired stock, 
I quarantined them six birds to a 36” 
cage, trying to place an even number 
of hens and cocks in each cage based 
on my loose estimation of vent color. 
When quarantine was complete, the 
same six birds were moved to their 
own 4 ft x 4 ft x ceiling height aviary. 
I kept the same birds together to try to 
preserve any bonds that started to form 
during quarantine.

Once the birds have paired off, it be-
comes possible to sex them by observ-
ing nest building behavior. Orange 
cheeks are very flighty and will not usu-
ally be found near a nest if you are in 
the bird room – so you have to be a 
little sneaky. I setup a camcorder aimed 
at new nests in progress and allow it to 
record the nest building while I am not 
in the room. In this way, I learn which 
birds are paired and which nest belongs 
to which birds (at least at first – as they 
will eagerly abandon nests and new 
pairs are more than willing to take up 
the old nests). I have found that cocks 
are more likely to gather nesting materi-
als while hens tend to stick around the 
nest and arrange the materials.

In a community environment, I need to 
be able to identify the individual birds 
and keep records. I use split aluminum 
numbered bands on my imports and 
close band all young on fledge so that 
I can keep accurate records. To visu-
ally distinguish the birds by sight and 
on video, I use colored plastic bands. 
Orange cheeks easily lose their plastic 

bands. I have found that if you put the 
plastic band on the same leg as the alu-
minum band (either split or closed) with 
the aluminum band closest to the foot, 
the aluminum band, which will not fall 
off, will keep the plastic band from slip-
ping off as well. 

Once the birds are banded and placed 
in their community environment, they 
will quickly start building nests with 
enthusiasm. In fact, orange cheeks will 
build one nest after another without ever 
laying an egg, and will deconstruct old 
nests to build new ones if necessary. 
When they do give me eggs, they are 
frequently abandoned without incubat-
ing and the birds move on to another 
nest leaving behind clear eggs. It was 
a huge accomplishment for me when I 
finally got my first tossed day-old chick. 
It is hard to say I celebrate a tossed 
chick, but when all you have gotten for 
months are empty nests and occasion-
ally clear eggs, getting to hatch is a big 
step forward.

I allow all my birds to build their own 
nests and do not offer prefabricated 
nests. This allows them to choose the 
location, the direction, the height, the 
size, and the amount of light they need. 
I provide large amounts of coco fiber 
along with sisal, switch grass, and 
white feathers from a feather pillow. 
Nesting locations include ledge plant-
ers at various heights, silk ficus trees, 
and artificial Christmas trees. By choos-
ing this method, instead of trying to 
make the birds adapt to our choices, 
we can learn from the choices the birds 
make. Different waxbill species make 
different choices.

Orange cheeks will build at any height. 
I have had chicks fledge from nests built 
on the floor, from nests at eye level, and 
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from nests midway between. They are 
more flexible than blue caps, which al-
ways build at eye level, and from rosy 
rumps which usually build on the floor. 
Their nest usually faces out into the avi-
ary. They do not usually stick tight in the 
nest when you enter the bird room – they 
are out before you ever get a chance 
to see them near the nest. They share 
this behavior with rosy rumps, both of 
which differ from blue caps, which usu-
ally will sit tight in the nest even when 
you get close. It is my guess that they 
flee the nest because they frequently 
build on the floor. Birds that nest on the 
floor are more vulnerable to predators 
as well as to accident (being stepped 
on) and thus have a strong flight reflex 
when they sense vibrations that indicate 
you are coming.

Orange cheeks build a dome shaped 
nest with thick walls and a tiny open-
ing that is usually funnel shaped and 
is sometimes quite long. At times this 
tunnel can become so long, the nest 
becomes top heavy and falls from the 
nesting site. They will often build a 
cock’s nest on top or on the side that 
they love to decorate with feathers and 

dried droppings, paper scraps, and 
any other material they can find. The 
main chamber of the nest itself is rarely 
lined or decorated. The cock nest usu-
ally has a wide opening, whereas the 
actual nesting chamber has a narrow 
opening. It is nearly impossible to see 
inside the nest, making nest checks im-
possible except for a quick feel with a 
finger through the opening. I have no-
ticed that both orange cheeks and rosy 
rumps build thick dark nests (although 
a little different in style), whereas blue 
caps build looser more transparent 
nests that are difficult to see into, but 
that let in a lot of light. It is notewor-
thy that rosy rump and orange cheek 
chicks have iridescent nodes on the 
sides of the beaks and that blue cap 
chicks do not. It is my estimation that 
the darkness of the orange cheek nests 
make the reflective nodes a necessity 
to find the mouths of the chicks inside, 
whereas the openness of a blue cap 
nest does not require such assistance.

Once you have nests, it becomes a 
waiting game. It may be a very long 
wait as they are eager to build and 
lay, but incubate – not so much. T his 

is quite a contrast 
with the rosy rumps, 
who tend to be very 
good parents and 
if they lay, they will 
usually incubate and 
raise chicks. When 
orange cheeks do 
incubate, there is a 
high likelihood they 
will toss the chicks 
at first hatch. The 
good news is that if 
they don’t toss after 
the first day or two, 
then they will likely 
raise the entire 

An orange cheek nest in a Christmas tree. The cock nest is on the left, the actual nest is on 
top and to the right. This nest has an unusually wide opening and you can barely make out 
a chick inside.
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clutch just fine. Even if they toss a chick 
or two at hatch, they may go on to rear 
the remaining chicks. They have never 
accepted a tossed chick back for me – 
if I replace it in the nest, it will be tossed 
again shortly thereafter. I do not foster 
with societies – however, I might consid-
er fostering with rosy rumps if they had 
similar aged eggs or chicks. Because 
of the similar nest styles and the similar 
mouth markings and presence of the 
iridescent nodes, it is possible that rosy 
rumps may accept an orange cheek 
chick. I have not tried such an experi-
ment yet, but I keep an open mind. It is 
always my preference to have parent-
raised chicks.

In a 4x4 breeding aviary, I will not nest 
check unless they happen to nest where 
I can reach from the feeding tray door. 
Entering such a small aviary creates a 
huge disturbance. With a species that 
is so quick to abandon a nest, it would 
be a disaster. Thus, when breeding or-
ange cheeks in small aviaries, I do not 
recommend entering for any reason. 
Fresh food and water is best provided 
without entering – I slip it through a 
hinged swing up door on the floor. I do 
not clean the aviary until chicks fledge 
or until video surveillance indicates it is 
unlikely anything is going on. As long 
as the food area is kept clean and the 
water is kept fresh, I haven’t had any 
problems caused by a messy aviary 
– but I had no breeding success at all 
when I attempted to clean periodically.

I have also bred my orange cheeks in a 
large free flight (12 ft x 10 ft, with an at-
tached 4x8 aviary that is left open). In 
this environment, I have no choice but 
to enter, because my mealworm farm is 
kept inside, along with other supplies. 
However, in this larger environment, my 
presence is not as disturbing, and many 

of the birds flee safely into the adjoining 
aviary while I do my business and then 
return once I have left. I have even been 
able to finger check nests when there 
are eggs and chicks without deterring 
the birds from returning to their nest.

Even if you don’t nest check at all, there 
are clues that will tell you that you may 
have chicks. Orange-cheeked waxbills 
will consume large amounts of meal-
worms – even when not breeding. How-
ever, when a pair has chicks, that pair 
may be extremely eager to get to the 
mealworm dish before the other birds 
can ravage it. I will frequently see the 
same pair come close to the feeding 
location when I enter and wait there 
for the dish of worms. They may even 
start consuming them eagerly while I 
am still sitting there – usually they are 
not so bold. If one or both birds have 
a crooked tail, you can almost be cer-
tain that you have chicks somewhere. 
The best news is that if you have gotten 
to that point, they will almost certainly 
raise the chicks to fledge. Even better, 
once they have successfully fledged 
chicks, they are more likely to go at 
it again and successfully rear more. 
It seems that once they have raised 
chicks, they gain the confidence they 
need, and become more prolific.

I used to believe that large amounts of 

One-day-old orange cheek chick tossed at hatch.



September / October 2009

33www.nfss.org

White coloration on wing of F2 fledges

mealworms are required to breed or-
ange cheeks. I no longer believe it is 
as important as I at first thought if the 
pair has successfully raised chicks in 
the past. I had one surprise clutch of 
orange cheeks fledge in an aviary that 
had only been receiving minimal meal-
worms. This was from a proven pair. 
Since then, once a pair has raised chicks 
for me, I will experiment with reducing 
the quantities of mealworms offered, 
with the hope that eventually, I can get 
them to breed on eggfood alone. But 
for pairs that are first- timers, I always 
replace mealworms several times a day 
so that they believe they have what they 
need to raise their young. 

It seems to me that less live food is taken 
when it gets close to fledge. Sometimes 
this decline in live food consumption 
has tricked me into thinking I was mis-
taken about a pending clutch only to be 
surprised later in the week. I have read 
that this may happen to help encourage 
the chicks to fledge, but perhaps it is 
just that their need for live food at this 
stage declines.

When the chicks fledge, I am usually 
greeted in the bird room with a char-
acteristic “flutter flutter flutter thump” 
sound as the disturbed fledgling star-
tles and can’t manage a safe landing 
and bounces off of walls and onto the 
ground with a thump. Orange-cheek 
chicks are incredibly small and can 
squeeze through narrow bar spacing, 
so breeding environments should be 
prepared for this. They fledge with black 
beaks, iridescent nodes on the sides of 
the beaks, pale orange cheek patches, 
and a splash of crimson on their rump. 
They have short stubby tails and some-
times may be sparsely feathered on the 
belly – depending on how early they 
fledge (I usually estimate about 19-21 

days, but one clutch fledged for me at 
17 days). I have been able to band all 
of my chicks at fledge with size A bands 
without incident. Others have reported 

 An OC juvenile (right) with Mom (left).

An orange cheek fledge.
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to me that they cannot get size A bands 
on at fledge, so keeping some size B on 
hand is probably a good idea. Once 
the chicks have fledged, I can clean the 
breeding aviary. I usually do so after 
banding, before returning the chicks to 
the flight. If space will be tight, I will 
remove other birds from that flight (un-
related pairs or the previous clutch). 
If space is not an issue (as in the free 
flight), I have left previous clutches with 
the parents. They have not interfered 
with subsequent breeding attempts so 
far, and may be learning good parent-
ing skills by watching their parents raise 
subsequent clutches.

My second year breeding orange 
cheeks was more successful than the 
first. I was able to get three unrelated 
pairs breeding multiple clutches in the 
season, including the successful pair 
from the year before. One “pair” was 
a unique arrangement of three birds 
working together to raise multiple 
clutches. This was unusual, because 
while the orange cheeks are normally 
very peaceful, when breeding, they will 
aggressively defend their nesting site 
from other orange cheeks – including 
the curious and those wishing to loot 
nesting materials.

Of the imported birds, my largest clutch 
to fledge has been three chicks. A 
clutch of four was hatched once, but 
two chicks were tossed and two were 
raised. In all other cases, only two 
or three chicks hatched. This may be 
caused by the age of my imports. 

In my third year of breeding, I at-
tempted to pair some of the F1 young 
in the 4’x4’ breeding aviaries. The F1 
young were more willing to incubate, 
but were also quick to toss at hatch. At 
the end of the season, I finally got my 

first clutch of four F2 young (five chicks 
hatched but one was tossed immedi-
ately). This clutch was raised solely on 
eggfood. The fledges seemed to fledge 
a little early as they were small even 
for orange cheek fledges and had fairly 
bare stomachs. They also fledged with 
white patches on some feathers on the 
wing. It is possible that because they 
were raised on eggfood, they may not 
have been fed as well as chicks raised 
on plentiful mealworms, thus resulting in 
the smaller size and perhaps the odd 
white feathers. I suspect that when the 
fledges molt into adult plumage that 
they will lose this white coloration.

While some of my imports have pluck-
ing issues, so far, the young have not 
been affected. In fact, the young really 
stand out in the crowd with their perfect 
feathering, bright orange cheek patch-
es, and dark orange beaks. 

Exhibition is an important part of my 
breeding program. While it is true that 
when working with difficult species, I 
cannot exercise the same level of selec-
tion that those working with free breed-
ers can, I still must decide which of the 
young to keep for my own program 
and which to part with. The reality of 
the situation is that if I part with a bird 
and do not know the new owner, it is 
likely they will not be kept in the prop-
er conditions to actually breed and 
perpetuate the line. Therefore, I need 
to make sure I keep the birds with the 
most desirable traits and allow those 
with less desirable traits to fall into the 
pet bird market.

When I first started working with orange 
cheeks I didn’t think there was much 
variation other than condition. With 
time, I learned to recognize subtle con-
formation and coloration differences. In 
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captivity, the potential to perpetuate ir-
regular features increases dramatically. 
Since a conservation effort focuses on 
perpetuating species in aviculture as 
they exist in the wild, it is essential that 
we not only breed the birds, but select 
birds to keep based on the wild-type 
standard. Exhibition will train your eye 
to recognize positive traits as well as 
potential genetic faults so that the birds 
in your line improve with subsequent 
generations and do not fall off from the 
wild type standard.

Orange cheeks should be small dainty 
little birds. But some that I have seen 
are a little too lanky and angular. Some 
get a little chesty and some have a little 
dip at the neck. I like a small, but well 
filled out bird with smooth lines and a 
little substance while still remaining a 
sleek, tiny, and active little bird. I have 
noticed that there is variation in richness 
of color of the cheek patches and some-
times the beak, as well as a variation in 
the size and shape of the cheek patch 
that cannot be accounted for by gender 
differences. An orange cheek’s feathers 
should be tight and sleek – but occa-
sionally they are not quite as polished 
as I would like. Behavior is also impor-
tant. A waxbill should be an active bird 
that is quick to display. A waxbill that is 
calm and inactive may not be an ideal 
representation of its species – even if it 
is nearly perfect in form and color.

I will add that orange cheeks are much 
easier to show if you keep them in aviar-
ies. In a cage environment, they will fly 
from side to side of the cage and flick 
their tails against the bars, fraying the 
tail feathers. An orange cheek’s tail is 
critical to the overall appearance of the 
bird and frayed tail feathers will cause 
the bird not to show well. Thus, it is 
harder to learn about the conformation 

defects when the condition faults get in 
the way.

Someday, I will perhaps be an expert 
on breeding this species. Today, I learn 
more each day. I thought it beneficial 
to share what I have learned so far, 
even if I haven’t mastered the species, 
because, as far as I have yet to go, it 
seems I have come a long way from 
where I started. 

Keep in mind that this is not a “How 
To” article. When I started, I started by 
doing what felt right to me and what 
worked for my lifestyle based on my 
existing knowledge of the species. I 
adjusted my practices based on what I 
thought the birds were telling me until 
I finally got that first clutch, then later 
additional lines. The birds will teach 
us more themselves than we can learn 
from an article as long as we study 
their behavior and try to understand 
why they do what they do. Because I 
have had some success breeding or-
ange cheeks in a community aviary 
on my diet doesn’t mean you won’t be 
successful breeding them in pairs in a 
cage on yours. Where we can help 
each other is to share our successes 
and failures and thus create new op-
tions for each other. When my way 
isn’t working, what can I change to get 
a little closer? Hopefully, I have pro-
vided some options to consider.
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In Memorium: 
Meeting G.A.Abbate

by Ricardo M. Pereira, Portugal

When cheking my recent emails, a 
couple days ago, I could not help hav-
ing a strange feeling of loss over the 
news of G.A.Abbate passing away. 
Even if we had only once met in per-
son and, since then, seldom kept con-
tact by email over the years.

Meeting G.A. Abbate was an experi-
ence that I retain and will always re-
member with a smile. Although I’ve 
been involved with birds since I was 
16, when I received an email from 
G.A., back in 1999, saying that he 
would come to Portugal and would 
like to meet some breeders, I was not 
exactly sure what to expect. That May, 
on a grey, rainy day I met him and his 
wife at the Sheraton Hotel in Lisbon, 
like we had agreed. I remember pick-
ing up my mother’s car as mine was 
probably too small and too old for 
what I had planned.

After the usual introductions, we left 
his wife in Lisbon and started our tour. 
We met several breeders, from finches 
to canaries and European finches. On 
every stop, G.A. would take the time 
to share his opinions, knowledge and 
experiences, take photos and observe 
the birds closely. Not only did we visit 
breeders but also importers when wild 
bird imports were still common and le-
gal in Europe. Again G.A. shared his 
thoughts about the differences between 
Europe and the USA.

We ended the day at my place, curi-
ously night time had already fallen. 

Still I keep a picture in my mind of G.A. 
looking up a ladder with a lantern in 
his hand to peek at a goldfinch nest 
over my porch. It was only then I heard 
of G.A.’s true age, which he proudly 
confirmed with his documents.

Over a dinner that lasted for several 
hours, one could see just how young 
of spirit he was, always willing to help 
and learn. Never did he place his 
much longer experience, knowledge 
or opinion over mine – a complete 
beginner. We kept in touch every now 
and then over the years, and he would 
always have a word for the friends he 
met that day, which is how he called 
everyone that he had met for just a few 
hours. But that is exactly how I remem-
ber him; someone who loved not only 
birds, but also other bird-lovers who 
shared his passion. A friend to all of us 
that has now departed but will surely 
be remembered by many.

[Gino Abbate passed away on July 17, 
2009. He was 78 years old. – Ed.]
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Photos of G.A. in his New Jersey offices courtesy of Shelley Ortman
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It’s Show Season!
Below is a list of upcoming shows for the fall 2009 show season. For complete de-
tails, see the affiliated clubs listing below and be sure to visit the web sites of these 
clubs for late-breaking news or corrections.

Sept 5-6 	

Sept 26	

Sept 26	

Sept 26	

Sept 26-27

Oct 3	

Oct 4	

Oct 10	

Oct 17	

Oct 17	

Oct 17	

Oct 17	

Oct 18	

Oct 31	

Oct 31	

Oct 31	

Nov 6-8	

Nov 7-8

Nov 7-8	

Nov 14	

Dec 12

Central Alabama Avicutural Society Show & Bird Fair (AL)

Finch & Softbill Breeders & Exhibitors Club Annual Show (IL)

Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society Fall Show (NH)

New York Finch & Type Canary Annual Show (NY)

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society Annual Eastern Canadian Classic (ONT)

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic Bird Club Annual Show (CA)

Fort Worth Bird Club All Bird Show (TX)

Canary & Finch Society Annual Show (TX)

Baltimore Bird Fanciers Fall Show (MD)

Massachusetts Cage Bird Association Annual Show (MA)

Michigan Society of Canary & Finch Breeders Show (MI)

Greater Kansas City Avicultural Society All Bird Show (MO)

Canary & Finch Club of Minnesota Show & Expo (MN)

Central California Cage Bird Club (CA)

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club Show (IL)

Chester County Bird Club Annual Show & Mart (PA)

Asociacion de Criadores de Finches del Este Winter Regional Show (PR)

Columbia Canary Club Show (OR)

Canadian Finch & Softbill Society Annual Show (ONT)

Empire Finch & Canary Club Show (NY)

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic Bird Club Annual Show (CA)
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NFSS Affiliated Clubs/Events
Liaison Officer - Alfredo Brugueras

174 County Road | Mineola, TX 75773
affiliations@nfss.org

Alabama
Central Alabama Aviculture Society, Montgomery, tedsexton@bellsouth.net, www.caasociety.com, 
256-892-3072. Events: Show & Bird Fair, September 5-6, 2009, Quality Inn & Suites, 2705 East South Blvd, 
Montgomery. Judge: Paul Williams. Other Divisions: Two day NCS Cockatiel Show, Two day SPBE Show. 
Event Contact: Ted Sexton, tedsexton@bellsouth.net, 256-892-3072.					   
							     
California
Central California Cage Bird Club, Modesto, chryse95320@yahoo.com, www.mycccbc.org, 
209-838-2466. Events: 56th Annual Finch & Canary Show, October 31, 2009, S.O.S. Club, Modesto. 
Judge: Sally Huntington. Event Contact: Chryse Seeman, chryse95320@yahoo.com.

Finch Society of San Diego, sbodde@ucsd.edu, www.finchsocietysandiego.org, 858-452-9423.

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic Bird Club, Santa Clara, santaclarabirdclub@gmail.com, 
www.santaclarabirdclub.org, 408-716-7776. Events: 48th Annual Cage Bird Show, December 12, 2009, 
Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose. Judge: TBA. Other Divisions: Type, Colorbred, & Amercan 
Singer Canaries, ABS, NCS. Event Contact: Barry Cohen, cohenbarry@aol.com.

Florida
Tri State Avian Society, Tallahassee, BarryL7523@comcast.net, www.tristateaviansociety.org, 
850-364-4666. Events: Spring Exotic Bird Fair, May 30-31, 2009, North Florida Fairgrounds, 441 Paul 
Russell Rd.,Tallahassee. Event Contact: Barry Laster, BarryL7523@comcast.net, 850-364-4666.

Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club, Stuart, FL, tm50et@yahoo.com, 772-380-9882 www.tcexoticbirdclub.com. 
Events: TBA.

Illinois
Finch & Softbill Breeders & Exhibitors Club, Palatine, gailsgouldians@comcast.net, www.fsbec.finchfiles.com, 
847-963-1926. Events: Annual Finch & Softbill Show, September 26, 2009. Location: Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Mundelein, IL. Judge: Laura Tinker. Event Contact: Gail Benson, gailsgouldians@comcast.net, 847-963-1926.

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club. Club website: www.gccbc.org. Meeting Schedule: 3rd Friday of the 
month. Location: 215 S. Riverside, Lombard, IL. Show: October 31, 2009. Location: DuPage Expo Center, St. 
Charles, IL. Judge: Cecil Gunby. Info contact: president@gccbc.org.

Iowa
Mid America Cage Bird Society, Des Moines, thielking@iowalink.com, www.MACBS.org, 239-851-8132, 
Events: Bird Fair, March 22, 2009, Des Moines Botanical Center. Event Contact: John Thielking, 
thielking@iowalink.com, 239-851-8132. Bird Fair, May 17, 2009, Des Moines Botanical Center. Bird Fair, 
August 23, 2009, Des Moines Botanical Center. MACBS Show, October 3, 2009, Best Western Airport 
Hotel, 1810 Army Post Rd, Des Moines, Martha Wigmore, Hookbills, Budgerigars, Type & Colorbred 
Canaries, Lovebirds, John Thielking, Thielking @Iowalink.com, 239-851-8132.				  

Note: Events may be held in states other than the home state of the club. Regional affiliates are 
those with no steady location, but should be checked for events near you.
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Maryland
Baltimore Bird Fanciers, Baltimore, robertmehl@aol.com, www.baltimorebirdfanciers.org, 
443-834-3224. Events: Spring Mart, May 16, 2009, Tall Cedars Hall, Parkvile, MD. 
Event Contact: Robert Mehl, RobertMehl@aol.com, 443-834-3224. Annual Fall Bird Show, October 17, 
2009, Tall Cedars Hall, Parkville. Judge: TBA. Other divisions: Lovebirds, Cockateils, Hookbills. 
Event contact: Robert Mehl, robertmehl@aol.com, 443-834-3224.

Massachusetts
Massachusetts Cage Bird Association, So. Foxboro, AUDREYO2@msn.com, www.masscagebird.org, 
781-335-3927. Events: Annual Show, October 17, 2009, Weymouth Elks Club, 
Event Contact: Tom Keegan, thomkeegan@aol.com, 781-335-3927.

Michigan
Michigan Society of Canary & Finch Breeders, Detroit Area, tielnmore@aol.com, 313-247-5900. 
Events: Bird Fair, September 19, 2009, Quality Inn, Plymouth Rd, Livonia. Bird Show, October 17, 2009, 
Quality Inn, Plymouth Rd,, Livonia. Judge: TBA. Events Contact: Jim Heffernan, tielnmore@aol.com, 313-247-5900.

Minnesota
Canary & Finch Club of Minnesota. Events: Bird Show Expo, October 18, 2009, River Heights Motel, 1020 
US Hwy 10 Prescott, WI (Tel: 1-715-262-3266). Event contact: Darlene Witt, 507-645-8984.

Missouri
Greater Kansas City Avicultural Society, Grandview, dayforthebirds@aol.com, www.gkcas.org, 
816-252-1120. Events: The GKCAS Fundraiser, April 19, 2009; GKCAS Spring Bird Fair & Bazaar, April 25, 
2009; The GKCAS Summer Bird Fair & Bazaar, June 27, 2009; The GKCAS Spaghetti & Casino Fundraiser, 
August 9, 2009; The GKCAS All Bird Show (All Birds), October 17, 2009. Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau. 
Events Contact: Anthony or Shiela, dayforthebirds@aol.com, 816-252-4120 (for April Fundraiser, contact 
Maria 816-763-5935 or 816-803-1874, mcmbirdsetcmichel@kc.rr.com). 
All events at Coronation of Our Lady Church, 13000 Bennington, Grandview.				  
		
New Hampshire
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society, Manchester, President@BOAF.com, www.boaf.com, 603-362-6106. 
Events: Spring Bird Mart, April 19. 2009, Nashua National Guard Armory; 22nd Annual Fall Bird Show & 
Mart, September 26, 2009, Sheraton Wayfarer Convention Center, Bedford, NH. Judge: TBA. 
Events Contact: Ray Schwartz, prismsdad@aol.com, 603-362-6106.
		
New York
Empire Finch & Canary Club, West Hempstead, irmanperez@aol.com, 516-593-2841, Events: Empire Finch 
& Canary Club Show, November 14, 2009, St. Mark’s Church, 200 Hempstead Ave, Rockville Center. Judge: 
Manuel Popa. Other Divisions: Color-bred, Type, Gloster, Fife Fancy. 
Event Contact: John Lund, irmanperez@aol.com.

New York Finch & Type Canary Club, NYC, barstand@aaahawk.com, 718-967-6899. Events: Feather Show, 
June 28, 2009, Averill Blvd Park Meeting Hall, Elmont (Long Island), 
Event Contact: Stan Kulak, barstand@aaahawk.com, Annual Show, Sept. 26, 2009, St. Jude Church (Coyne 
Hall), 1677 Canarsie Rd, Brooklyn.
					   
Oregon									       
Columbia Canary Club. Events: Show, November 7 & 8, 2009, Tigard National Guard Armory, 6700 SW 
Oak Street, Tigard, OR 97223. Judge: Ken Gunby. Other Divisions: Type & Colorbred Canaries Club/Event 
Contact: Linda Brown, jeeperspeepers55@aol.com, 503-266-7606.
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Pennsylvania
Chester County Bird Club, Frazer, PA. info@ccbirdclub.com, www.CCBirdClub.com, 610-647-4632, Events: 
21st Annual Show & Mart, October 31,2009, Church Farm School, Exton. Event Contact: Doris Rickards, 
rickards@quixnet.net. Cockatiel, Lovebirds, Parrots & Finches. Zebra & society finches again under separate 
judge, Double Points shows for cockatiels, lovebirds & parrots.
									       
Puerto Rico
Asociacion de Criadores de Finches del Este, Caguas, Puerto Rico, acfeinc@onelinkpr.net, 787-633-1215. 
Events: Summer National Show, June 5-7, 2009, Centro Comunal, Alturas de Villas del Rey, Caguas. Judge: 
Ken Gunby	 Event Contact: Orlando Rivera, riverao1@wyeth.com, 787-485-1810; 2009 Winter Regional 
Show, Nov 6-8, 2009, Centro Comunal, Alturas de Villas del Rey, Caguas, Judge Cecil Gunby, 
Contact: Orlando Rivera 787-485-1810 riverao1@wyeth.com

Tennessee
Southeast Tennessee Aviculture Society, Niota, TN, www.stasbirdclub.com

Texas
Canary & Finch Society, Houston, TX. lisashepholmes@verizon.net, http://canaryfinchsociety.tripod.com, 281-
576-0574. Events: 14th Annual Show, October 10, 2009, The Baymont Inn, Bush Intercontinental Airport, 500 
N Sam Houston Parkway, Houston, TX 77060. Judge: Cecil Gunby. Contact: Lisa Holmes, lisashepholmes@
verizon.net, 281-576-0574.

Fort Worth Bird Club, Fort Worth, TX, www.fwbc.org, coculwell@wccs.net, 817-220-5568. Events: All Bird 
Show, October 4, 2013, Azle Community Center. Contact: Clarence Culwell, coculwell@wccs.net, 
817-220-5568.
		
Foreign
Canadian Finch & Softbill Society, Ontario, Canada. Events: 3rd Annual Canadian Finch and Softbill Society 
Show, November 7 & 8, 2009, Brampton Fairgrounds, 12942 Heart Lake Rd, Brampton Ontario. Judge: Rick 
Crook (England). Contact: Vince Moase, vmoase@rogers.com, 905-723-1978.

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society, Windsor, Ontario, Canada, julianne@mnsi.net, www.essexkentcbs.com, 
519-948-6398. Events: Young Feather Show, May 31, 2009, Colasanti’s Tropical Gardens, Ruthven, Ontario, 
Event Contact: Julianne Mion, julianne@mnsi.net; 34th Annual Eastern Canadian Classic, Sept. 26-27, 2009, 
Foglar Furlan Club, 1800 E. C. Row, North Service Rd, Windsor, Ontario. Judge: Ken Gunby. Other divisions: 
Type Canaries, Colorbred, Hookbills, Budgerigars. 
Contact: Dave Sylvester, 519-727-3766, d.sylvestr@gmail.com.

Regional/National
American Dove Association, dennyjoyce@aol.com, www.doveline.com, 812-923-3483. Events: Nat’l Young 
Bird Show (pigeons & doves), October 31,2009, KY State Fairgrounds, Louisville. 
Event Contact: Denny Stapp, secretary@doveline.com.

West Coast Zebra & Society Finch Show, chryse95320@yahoo.com, www.efinch.com/show, 209-838-
2466. Events: WCZSF Show, July 24 (mart & speaker) & 25 (show, mart, awards), 2009, La Quinta 
Downtown, Sacramento. Judge: Clarence Culwell, Event Contact: Chryse Seeman, chryse95320@yahoo.com. 
For reservations, call the motel directly 916-448-8100 (specify “bird show” for special rate).
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NFSS Panel of Judges - 2009
4th Vice President - Judges Panel/Standards/Research — Laura Bewley (pro tem)

3538 S. 65 W. Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74107
Contact Laura Bewley at lbewley@yahoo.com

Nizam Ali
135-11 114th Street
South Ozone Pk, NY 11420
Phone: 781-835-8590

Laura Bewley
3538 S. 65 W. Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74107
Phone: 918-446-3999
lbewley@yahoo.com

Alfredo M. Brugueras
174 CR 2317
Mineola, Texas 75773
Phone: 903-569-6979
elmaridodealba@yahoo.com

Clarence Culwell
250 Horseshoe Drive
Springtown, TX 76082
Phone: 817-220-5568
coculwell@wccs.net

Dr. Al Decoteau
P.O. Box 546
Hollis, NH 03049
Phone: (603) 878-3435
spbe1@aol.com

Julie R. Duimstra
618 North Nesmith Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
Phone: 605-332-5054

Cecil Gunby
8121 Route 1, Hwy. 54
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
Phone/Fax: 770-254-1261
cgunby@bellsouth.net

Marion (Miki) Sparzak
945 Rosedale Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21237
Phone: 410-687-8915
mjs5295@comcast.net

Laura Tinker
31 Grape Hollow Road
Holmes, NY 12531
Phone: 845-855-2662
LKTinker@comcast.net 

Patrick Vance
18175 Avilla
Lathrup Village, MI 48076
Phone: 248-443-0643
spartanfinchman@cs.com

Christine Voronovitch
38 Liberty Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Phone: 860-649-8220

Jerri Wiesenfeld
2379 Water Bluff Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32218
Phone: 904-714-2133
jerrisjavas@aol.com

Martha Wigmore
18913 Boston Street NW
Elk River, MN 55330
Phone: 763-241-0071
newdlwig@mindspring.com

Paul S. Williams
101 Linden Drive
Eufaula, AL 36027
Phone: 334-687-1713
pwilliams@eufaula.rr.com

Kenneth Gunby
3692 Mandarin Woods Dr. N
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Phone: 904-403-3078
gunbybird2@aol.com

Annette Howard 
P.O. Box 404
Salem, OH 44460
Phone: 330-337-7654
howardaj78@yahoo.com

Sally Huntington 
5634 Carnegie Street
San Diego, CA 92122
Phone: 858-452-9423
sallych@san.rr.com

Armando Lee
2905 SW 38th Terrace
Cape Coral, FL 33914
Phone 239-242-7675
Fax: 239-242-0333
alee21@comcast.net

Dennis J. Lewis
7446 Glasgow Road
Brooksville, FL 34613
Phone: 352-596-3376
dennis_14519@msn.com

Brian Mandarich
4743 E. Hedges Avenue
Fresno, CA 93703
Phone: 559-255-6508

Conrad Meinert
1212 E. 300 South
Warsaw, IN 46580
Phone: 574-269-2873
B i r d m a n o f w a r s a w @
embarqmail.com
 

Are You Interested in Becoming an NFSS Judge?
Contact Laura Bewley at 4thVP@nfss.org
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The 2009 NFSS
Board of Directors & 

Appointed Officers

President
Mr. Bob Peers
535 W. 61st St. Apt. D
Westmont, IL. 60559
(630) 740-7389 
president@nfss.org

1st Vice President           
Regional V.P.’s, Education
Mr. John Wilson
San Francisco, CA 94110 
1stvp@nfss.org

2nd Vice President, Publications 
—Journal and Website
Mr. Tom Keegan
21 Oakcrest Road
Weymouth, MA 02190
781-335-3927
2ndvp@nfss.org

3rd Vice President
NFSS Finch/Softbill Save 
Program/Census Mgr.
Ms. Vonda Zwick
611 Hingham Lane
Schaumburg, IL 60193
3rdvp@nfss.org

4th Vice President - Judges 
Panel/Standards/Research
Ms. Laura Bewley (pro tem)
(918) 446-3999
lbewley@yahoo.com

Liaison/Awards Director
Mr. Alfredo Brugueras
174 County Road
Mineola, TX 75773
(903) 569-6979
affiliations@nfss.org

Band Secretary
Ms. Paula Hansen
2234 Juneau Court South
Salem, Oregon 97302
bands@nfss.org

FinchShop Manager
Ms. Sharon Dvorak
(919) 266-4935
finchshop@nfss.org

Treasurer 
Ms. Lisa R. Murphy 
918 Georgia Ave.
Etowah, Tennessee 37331
treasurer@nfss.org

Advertising & Promotions 
Manager 
Ms. Gail Benson
144 N. Clyde Avenue
Palatine, Illinois 60067
847-963-1926
advertising@nfss.org

Moderator, NFSS Forums
Mr. John Wilson
jwilson153@aol.com

NFSS Webmaster
Barbara Jaquez
loyaltonjaquez@psln.com

Membership Director
VACANT
Contact President Bob Peers if
you are interested in filling 
this position.

NFSS Journal Editor
Currently Vacant
Contact 2nd V.P. Tom Keegan 
about journal matters
editor@nfss.org

Legislative Liaison
Mr. Roland Cristo
legis@nfss.org

President Emeritus
Mr. William Parlee
860-569-0200
presidentemeritus@nfss.org

Region 1 V.P. (Northeast)
Mr. Tom Keegan
781-335-3927
thomkeegan@aol.com

Region 2 V.P. (Southeast) 
Mr. Michael Gravely 
mgravely@therefinegarden.com 

Region 3 V.P. (Mid-Central)
Mr. Jason Crean
beaksbirdhouse@aol.com 

Region 4 V.P. (Midwest) 
Ms. Laura Bewley (pro tem)
(918) 446-3999
lbewley@yahoo.com

Region 5 V.P. (Mountain)   
(Pro Tem)
Currently Vacant 

Region 6 V.P. (Pacific Coast) 
Mr. Doug White
dwhite3511@msn.com

Region 7 V.P. (Caribbean) 
Mr. Ernesto Polidura 
tequilatequila@yahoo.com 

Region 8 V.P. (Canada)
Mr. Vince Moase
(905) 723-1978
vmoase@rogers.com

Executive Secretary
Ms. Rebecca Mikel
13779 US 12 E
Union, MI 49130
Phone: (269) 641-7209
execsecretary@nfss.org
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