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NFSS Mission Statement

The National Finch & Softbill Scciety is dedicated {o the
introduction of the enjoyment of keeping and breeding
Finches and Softbills to all interested parties, enhance the
knowledge of our members in keeping and care of these
birds, encourage bregding programs, and cooperate with
organizations for the preservation of aviculture in this country.
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NFSS President's Message
November, 2003

ELECTION RESULTS
Thanks to all who participated in
the electionli

Congrats to those who won and thanks
for your support of NFSS for those who did not
win this Hme.

The new board beginning January 1, 20604 ...

President: Sally Huntington {re-elected}
1st VP:  Armando Lee {re-elected}
And VP:  Harry Bryant {re-elected}
3rd VP:  Randy Taylor (Neww Officer)
4th VP: Martha Wigmore (re-elected]
Membership Director:  Linda Hughes (New Officer
Executive Secretary: Martie Lauster {New in this office)
Treasurer: Mark Phelps (re-elected)
Liaison Officer: Darla Pandre {New in this office)
Band Secretary:  Pauia Hansen {re-elected}
Region 1 VP: Robert {Chris) Fairchild (New Officer]
Region 2 VP:  Ron Castner (re-elected)
Region 3 VP: Patrick Vance {New in this office}
Regionr 4 VP:  Clint Harris (New officer}
Region 5 VP:  Anna Sinclair (re-elected;
Region 6 VP:  Raspherry {New Officer
Region 7 VP Julio Mateo Boto {re-elected)
Region 8 VP Alfred Mion {New Officer)

FAREWELL to two very dedicated women officers and helpers,
Ginny Allen and Kerri MeCoy, both of whom gave many years of origi-
nal thinking, devotion and good old hard work. We will miss these two
very popular faces on our board.

And for the four board members, James Felix, Harold
McBrayer, Vince Huntington and Vince Moase, who opted to pass their
jobs o someonc new, | personally thank you and extend a sincere invita-
tion for you to retarn.
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EXCELLENCE regarding the Afternoon of Aviculture Program:
Thank you, .Jim Hardin, for your most informative talk on the Red Siskin.
Thank you, Michael Marcotrigiano, for your enlightening preseniation on
the society finch... and also, for Michael; Congratulations for winning
Best Finch/Softbill at the GABS with his beautiful marked-white pied
society finch.

GREAT STU¥F¥ for the 2003 Silent Auction was donated by Julie
Duimsira, Tom Voges, Janis Clark, Darla Dandre, JC Capes, Steve
Hopman, Kateri Davis, Skipio's, and LadyGouldianFinch.com. Thanks to
all the folks who so generocusly donated merchandise for the Silent auc-
tion to hrelp make it such a profitable fund raiser.

Have a great holiday seasont!

Sally Huntington, P ent, National Finch & Softbill Society

Biack-Naped Fruit Doves (Prilinapns melanospilu)
Photo Conrtesy ©ince Hintington
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{317} 984-526% or e-mail: jecage@earthiink.net
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Shipping via FedEx Ground Service
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From the Editor....

Hello to all of yvou. | hope you wili all allow me
to interrrupt the Journal with this once-a-year
message. 1 have so enjoyed this year of work on
our Journal and hope you have enjoyed the resulits
of this effort. [ continue to learn and expiore more,
but sure need all of you to help with your opinions,
suggestions, and ideas for our Journal. i really need to know what you
like, what you don't like, and what you'd like to see us offer. So - please
- let me know your thoughts. I can’t de this alene and am so apprecia-
tive of ail the help, advice and suggestions from so many of you. { wel-
come and truly want to hear all feedback - both positive and negative.

T would like to welcome Michael Marcotrigiane, our new Science
Editor. Michael's first contribution is in this issue and ! hope you will
enjoy it as much as ! did. While Michael mentions in his article that |
badgered him into doing it, he has actually been very enthusiastic and i
hope you will join me in thanking him for sharing his considerable
expertise and experience with all of us.

1 aiso ask you to join me in extending sincere and heartielt apprecia-
tion to Roy Beckham. Roy has not only provided us with the many pro-
fessional photographs we have enjoved for so many of our cover shots
and illustrations, but has alsc been my mentor. He has guided me in
providing a fair and equitable offering for the many advertisers you now
see in our Journal and has provided much encouragement and advice
throughout the time | have been privileged to be your editor. Thank you,
Roy. Your presence and guidance have been invaluabile.

Fo our advertisers - Thank you all for your confidence in and sup-
port of NFSS. We are very grateful for your presence in our Journal and
our members so appreciate knowing about you and your offerings.

And to all of our contributors - who have given so freely of their time
and energy - thank vou all. Without you - there would be no NF3S8

Journal

I wish you all a happy and fun-filled holiday season!

Editor, NFS8 Journal
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| have accepted the role as science
edior {Martie begged me) and have
agreed to review any controversy that
deals with the genetic and other biological
aspects of submitied finch articles. in the
meantime. Il try to add some interesting
notes to each issue of the NFSS Journal
{being prodded bi-monthly by Mariie).
Balow is my first submission.

Sex Ratio Research Reviews

If you are like me, you are perpetually
frusirated that your birds give you more
mates when you want hens and more hens
when you want males. In my case. I've had
a ratio of 2:1 male to female in my society
finches for years and no "old wives tale”
remedies seem to change this. | breed year
round, have fried black (aka UV) lights here
and there, and have naked piciures of both
male and female birds hanging in each
nest box €. |f appears that bird sex deter-
mination is more interesiing and complex
than you would ever imagine and stiff an
area of aclive research. For example, con-
sider these findings published in well
respecied journals.

in Arirnad Behavior, {Volume 56 pages
155.164], R. Kilner reporis that how much
food zebra fledglings receive may have 2
profound impact on reproductive success.
When food was resiricted rather than
unkmifed. cluich ratios were significantly
more male biased. Within chuiches, daugh-
ters hatched sooner than sons and first-
hafched chicks fledged at higher weighis
than last hatched chicks. Chick mortality

Notes From the
Science Editor...

by Michael Marcotrigiano

was female biased when food availabiity
was low but male biased when food avall-
ability was unrestricted. The author sug-
gests that the combined effects will manip-
uizte sex ratios and this can have an adap-
tive advantage for the species.

In the prestigious jowrnal Nature, Ben
Sheiden and colleagizes report (Volume
402, pages 874-877) that ultraviolet color
variation influences blue tit sex ratios. Biue
tits are sexually dimorphic primarily in the
UV {A} color range having blue structural
color in the males. interestingly, females
can skew the sex-ratio of their clutches in
response to UV (A) plumage ornamenta-
tion of maies. Whan they experimentally
masked {he male uliraviolet output they
effectively altered sex ratios in subseguent
clutches. UV (A) reflectance aiso predicied
male sunvival ic the Bllowing season sug-
gasting i may serve as a viability indicator,
The importance of this finding {and no
news 1o me from my years of skewed sex
ratios) is that chromosomal sex determina-
ton may not constrain the sex ralic in
spme birds. As a side note. | am wondering
if this explains why UV lighf does not seem
o have an effect on my sex ralios. Society
finches do not have structural biue color
whereas gouldians, e.g.. do. So when you
read Robert Biack’s testimony to UV light
treatments take in mind he generalizes and
gives no explanation as to why it works.
Any one out there that can telf me how to
alter my sex ratios in socielies geis {wo
boxes of chocolates if % works!

NESS Mewbee aaed Joweed Soicrec B Mickao! Maecareigione iy « brovder ged oxkibiter of top
sheonraggeadior Socicr fiecios ax weil ax o sl woedee af wadaeioe Zebars, He o fieediy e do e
Doprertecews of Biedugéond Sciveces i Seisde Cedbege do Muassechuseti wx wedl s Dicectoe of (s Botuedc
G, Tie deveee seore afwees Méckecl gead Bis bicds, please wsit iy swebsite qf wmeovoieficces.cooe
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Keeping and Breeding
European and Siberian
Goldfinches

by Salam Hasenin
“*All Rights Reserved™*

introduction

tThe Ewopean and Siberian
Goidfinches (EGFs and SGFs) are one of
the most misunderstood birds in the U.5.
Very few people keep them andfor under-
stand their nutriional and environmerntal
requirements. They are beaulifil birds and
excellent songsters. | am only a novice at
keeping and breeding these birds. Most of
the information below is based on exten-
sive reading, assistance from other more
experienced bird keepers, and my own
exparience. Although { kept EGFs as | was
growing up. this is only my second year
breeding them.

In the Middie East, Europe, and paris
of Africa. the GFs are the main pet bird
singer. Many people keep them, bul never
attempt fo breed them. In those countries,
more people are interested in cross breed-
ing them to a canary hen than o thelr own
kind. The reason is simpie; there has not
been a reason to breed GFs in caplivity as
there are plenty of them ail around at very
cheap prices. In 1934. the Buckmaster Bi#
was passed in England. Among other
things, the bifl prohibited the catching of
these birds or the taking of the eggs from
the nest during the breeding season. So for
the first 8me, breeding of these birds start-
ed in England, bt untif now, in many Coun-
tries in the World. they are still caught and
exported in the tens of thousands.

Acquiring Goidfinches

It is important to know that most GFs
for saie in the U.S. are wikdl caught and
imported from other parts of the world. In
addition, most of these imported birds have
gone through months of horibie condi-
tions. They are being caught. medicated,
put in crowded and unhealthy conditions,
fransported in these conditions to the U.S,,
quarantined. medicated again, and then
being sold to the pet or bird shop.

| always recommend to my fidends to
purchase severat pairs and hopefully they
wil be able to end up with a couple of nice
pairs. | have been lucky as | bought my
birds from a good pet bird store in San
Diego. They have a 7-day health guaran-
tee and a 6-month trade-in policy. So if the
bird is sick.  retum it and exchange it for
another one - Or if | did not ke the bird
within the first few months, | traded # for
another one. Aot of these birds are beat
up and exhausted by the time they come o
us bird fovers. |y addition. we do nof know
their age and breeding status.

H¥ somebody claims that they have
captive bred birds, one must make sure
they are closed banded with the right size
band. { use size E band for my EGFs, the
brittanica race. and size G bands for my
SGFs. it is always betier to acquire caplive
bred birds as one would be abie to tell their
age and aiso caplive bred are more adapt-
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able to captivity conditions, which results
most of the time in a betier singing bird and
better breeding possibilities.

Nutrlition and Environment

Nutsigion is a very important, if not the
most important, element in the well- being
of GFs. They require fatly seeds in higher
guantities than other finches and seem to
never get too fat on them. Throughout the
year, in addition o a good canary seed
mix, offer the GF some hemp, hulled sun-
flower seeds, safflower seeds, andfor
niger. They need fatty seeds or otherwise
they will not survive for long. | have seen
some bird stores that offer them finch seed
alonet

They need fresh water every day with
multi vitamins and probiotics added & few
times a week. { add probiotics almost every
day. The love leafy greens such as kale
and dandelions and shouid be offered
these a few fimes & week. | will taik about
the nutrtion requirements during the
breeding and moiting seasons in their
respective sections.

Regarding their environment, one can
keep a single male in & box canary type
cage if the purpose is just to keep one bird
in the cage for singing ondy; not for breed-
ing. However, it is preferable to keep wild
caught GFs in bigger cages. The cage
should be hung as high as possible in a rel-
atively quiet room. They feel more secure
this way ~ especially wild caught birds. One
can als0 use solid sides and back for the
GF's cage to offer it more privecy and
security.

What | meant by a relatively guiet
room Is that i you place the cage on the
floor in 2 room bustling with kids or visitors
every day, the GF will not survive for long.
Sie will catch a disease from being over
stressed and will die. A home office about
4’ or § high is ideal. For captive bred, you
can fiex these stingent requirements a bit.

Breeding

Patience and persistence on the part
of the hobbyist are necessary to success-
fudly breed EGFs and 3GFs.  You can

breed these birds in an outdoor aviary.
Indoor aviary. or a flight cage. Outdoor
aviary breeding is the best way to breed
these beautiful birds. | have tried an out-
door aviary this year and thankfully it has
been a success for me. The second best
alternative is an indoor aviery or a large
indoor fiight cage. Maybe indoor aviaries or
flights are the best siternative for people
who have pasty weather and mosquitoes
that carry diseases. At least, one can con-
trot the indoor environment by keeping cool
and free of nasty flies and predators.

The third method is flight cages and is
my widely used method. | breed my birds
in an ocutdoor aviary measwing 4’ X 4 X &'
high and ais0o in double breeder fiight
cages measuring 3¢° X 18" X 18" I've
heard of people breeding them in fight
cages as smail as 24" X 15" X 18" The
bigger the flight cage is, the betier. Wild
caught GFs will not breed in a small box
canary-type cage.

Flight Cage Braeding

1. Pick a nice size, as recommended
above, double breeder flight cage. The
wire divider is a must and | wilf explain
why later.

2. Piace the cage as high as possible in
the room without constantly moving or
changing the cage or focation. They like
stability.

3. They need peace and quiet in the
room. A home office would be ideal.
They will not breed in a bedroom or &
family room with people moving in and
out constantly. | have my birds in a bird
room specifically for themn. { used to have
thern in my home office and they did fine
there.

4. Pick strong and young birds that do
not have problems. If they are wild
caught, one must wait 1-2 years hefore
attempting to breed, especially for the
female. The fermale needs privacy and
cover when breeding and incubating
eggs.

5. # they are caplive bred, one does not
nead to wait. it will take them only a few
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months to get used te you and your place
and gst down fo the business of breed-
ing.

6. Nudrition prior and during the breeding
season: They will require the following:

a. Dry seeds as described under the
nutrition section.

k. Scaked/sprouted seeds and
eggfood on & daily basis, one isp per
bird.

c. Leafy greens everyday.

d. Weeds such as dandelions and
sow thistie. Give them the whole plant.
leaves, fiowers Duds, and roots. They
love o work the flower buds for the
seads. That is why they have long
pointy beaks.

e. Fresh water every day with muih
vitarmins and probiotics.

f. Cultlebone.

g. §donot use grit. oyster shell, or
charcoal. Gther experienced breeders
that | know give their birds oyster shei
and charcoal.

h. Apples, carrots. and broceoli are
good. Do not over-feed your birds.
Remember they are tiny creatures and
will only need very jiftle fo eat as long
as it is the right food.

i. Breeding food shouid be offered
gradually. maybe once a week in
February, unt it is offered every day
sometime in March,

7 Separate the male from the female
with the wire divider in the double breed-
er cage.

8. They require 14-16 hours of dayiight
or artificial {ighting. Start increasing your
lighting gradually in: late February or sarly
March. They come into condition in April
or May. They are lale breeders.

4. Offer an open cup like nest {canary
type) fo the female. Hang it in cne of the
corners on the highest point.

10. Nesting Material: | have noticed that
GFs prefer burlap o anything else. One

should aiso offer them cotton-ike materi-
al. Avoid sirings no matier what others
may tell you. I got burnt this way and lost
a female this way and also almost fost
her babies. Her feet got tangied with the
string materiais.

11. Signs of Coming intc Breeding
Condition: The male will be singing o the
fernale and displaying to her. He wili sing
and sway his tait back and forth with the
wings drooping on the sides. The femals
will also be swaying her tall back and
forth. Both of thelr beaks will turn into
pinkish white with the biack color almost
gone. Some males will feed the female
through the wire. Many GF males wif not
foed their mate or babies in a cage.

12. When all the above signs are noficed
and the female has built her nesf,
remove the wire divider between the two.
Somstimes one will see the mating hap-
pen almost immediately. Just ke magic!

13. Hopefully, eggs will start being laid in
the nest. Every morning, fake the ega
out and replace it with a plastic egg. The
hen will lay 3-5 eggs. When the 4ih egg
is faid. give her the real eggs and jet her
sit on them. Make sure al that fime that
you put the wire divider between the
mate and femate. GF males are known fo
break or eat the eggs in cages. About 13-
14 days later, the eggs will halch.
Continug doing what you have been
doing and el the female raise her babies.

4. Make sure you band the babies
between 6-3 days old depending cn how
fast they are growing.

15. Al about 10 days of hatching. one
can et the mate in by removing the wire
divider. Some will feed their babies.

16. The nestlings will #edge at about 13-
15 days of age. They will become self
sufficient at approximately 28 days. Do
not rush it so you won't lose any babises
this way.

17. Offer the hen a neston the other side
of the cage when the babies are about 3
weeks oid. She will likely go to nest
again. Do not be greedy - two cluiches a
year are encugh.
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+ Uitra fine highly palatable powder does not cake over time

* Penetrates soft foods for accurate dosage administration

+ Contains 14 vitamins and 9 minerais missing in most
seed/vegetable/frolt diets :

* E£xtra vitamin C and E for increased breed-
ing and as antioxidants

+ Caiclum gluconate carrier adds required
catclurn which Is deficient in most other
suppiements

+ Exotic fruit flavoring without added sugar
which can promote pathogenic organisms

s iysine and Methicnine amino acids improve diet protein quality

* Unique combination of enzymes and acidifiers to improve digestion

*» Micro-encapsulated Beneficiai Bacteria {Problotics) keep birds in top
condition

Years of formulating ond field testing have resulted in the most edvanced
ovian supplement. Prime has excelled above off other supplements in
providing all species of companion birds with their required nutrignts.
Prime, however, Is not a dumping ground for every nutrient known to
man - ingredients were selected strictly on the basis of need. This results in
higher levels of those nutrients truly needed by birds. For most

accurate dosage administration, we recommend Prime be sprinkled

over your bird's favorite fruits and vegetables.

MAKES A GREAT ADDITIVE TO EGG AND NEST ING FOODS.

THE BEST WAY TO ENSURE TOTAL E——— :
NUTRITION FOR ALl CAGE BIRDS.

Avallable sizes? #82101 . 20q, #32105 - 70g,
#82106-1 b 482110 - 5 s
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In WS.A. calt Tol Jocal digtribanor.
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Your source for tasty mealworms,
superworms and crickels for your

finches and softbills.
$3% off of your first order with the mention of this ad.

Visit us on the web at
www.superwormiarm.com
The Superworm Farm, Inc.

PO Box 25
Kempton, PA 19529
Telephone: 866-844-9676

Fax: 610-756-3486
E-Mall: info @superwormfarm.com



Michael Sesterhenn (Germany’s
top zebra finch exhibitor) is just -
one of many breeders who have doubled chick

output since using Birdcare Company supplementst Michael
uses our breeder and exhibitor products exactly according
to our "plan”.

Aftfer three years using our system British canary
breeder Malcolm Morley thought he would try
without. His preduction plummeted from over 100
chicks a year to just 37!

To dramatically improve your breeding results get your
very own persenalised plan from our web site

www BirdcareCo.com and click on "free feeding plans”
Or e-mail advice@BirdcareCo.com

Or ring Birds2Grow (209-845-1088)

THE BIRBCARE Company, S

21722 Spring Mill Ind’ Est, \(/ HE .
Avening Road, Nailsworth, Gles., BIRDCARE
5L6 0895_ England, COMPANY

E-mail: advice@BirdcareCo.com .
Web site: www.BirdcareCo.com Leading the way - naturally
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Meet the Companion Finch

by Vince & Sally Huntington
“*All Rights Reserved™

If you had a hand-raised companion
finch. it wouid be sitling on your shoulder
as you read, perhaps afier having super-
vised your shower and sharing part of your
breakdast. As you read, # would fhsiter
down to each page. inspect its colors and.
with ifs varying song or chirp, offer its noisy
opinion. ¥ it could rad the subect of this
article. { am sure i wouid retreat fo perch
on the earpiece of your glasses and sit gui-
elly white you take in the information on
what it is like fo select. hand-raise. and
enjoy the company of a companion finch.

A Companion Finch?

Hand-raised finches will lounge on
your finger, shoulder, nose, or other burap
or iump. and appear genuinely interested
in whatever you are doing. They are dining
companions, will sing for you, falk to you
{sometimes in real words}. and cuddie
against your neck or in your pocket. They
will also often successiully reproduce and,
it many cases, be excelient parents them-
selves, even with non-hand-raised birds of
their species.

Hand-raised finches expose their indi-
viduality by responding to your voice and
presence. You'll pick them out of a crowd-
ed aviary. and they# come fo you in a
crowded room. You get back in foyalty and
adoration what you give in attention and
care. While the zebra finch from Australia
is reported to live about seven years, a
woman from indiana recently telephoned
me looking for a zebra finch to replace hers
that had lived for 14 years. Overall. finch-
es live from seven to 15 years, with 2 mean
age of around 10 years - so you'll have a
iot of time to spend with your hand-raised
companion finch.

When to Hand-Raise

Our hand-raised finches are the prod-
uct of “nature’'s mishaps”™. They say 80 per-
cent of human children are unexpected but
welcomed, itiooks like a smali percentage
of chick hatchings are unexpected but
ignored. Rumor for years was that chicks
were “thrown away” by parents because of
some inherent parental wisdom that the
chick was flawed. and abandoning it would
spare the world a defective bird. Wrong
theory. folks. The term "fighty” is used for
a reason. Finches are small. helpless and
only have quick-fight to save them from
harm. This flight is ofien panic, and they
sirply forget they are parents.

At other limes, an ondy-chick is
ignored when its solifary presence is not
enough to stimuiate the parents into effec-
tive nurturing. Others are abandoned (or
thrown or fall out of the nest) when some
first-time parents hatch babies, get con-
fused, panic and ignore them - often lo
begin a new nest across the aviary.

Those who have aviaries know to
check some nests often to see what is hap-

nugfen



November December, 2003

i8

pening in the private world of birds. &
Some finches will not folerate nest
checks. Theyll fight you off or
abandon # if they even think you
are going to check them. This ¢
makes even more abandoned
babies. If you reach in and feel a
cold chick. chances are it has been
abandoned by panicky dumb luck.
Nonpanicked parents keep chicks
warm.  in other words. while dumb
luck gives us these companion
finches; 2 little common-sense
atteption brings them to the com-

panion stage. :

Keys to Successful Hand-
Raising

The three keys to a successful

and happy hand-raised baby finch are pret-
ty much as they are for a "hand-raised”
human. White there are many vajuable
ways to hand-raise finches. here's what
worked for me in getting the hand-raised
baby to thrive, connect and, depending on
the type of finch, become a companion
bird.  Hand-raising requires warmth,
digestible food and a clean vent.

The ideat is when the baby is “found”
at about 10 days. A 10-day-old finch is
strong, usually has some down feathers.
and is experienced at begging to be fed.
However. idealism is not what we find. At
times, 1 have brought in a cold, unmoving
chick that is hours old. This is when | strict-
iy apply the three rules: warmth (first).
digestibie food (second), and a clean vent
{always}.

Sadly, the success of raising an aban-
doned chick to the companion state is
about 50/50, like gambling heads or tails.
No matter how quickly we get there. we
canviot tell the depth of the damage of eardy
chiff or lack of food and fluids by iooking.
However, the death rate of abandoned
chicks tha! are not nourished by hand is
100 percent.

Warmth

Warm the baby to approximately 100
degrees Fahrenheit. | use a simple electric

| )
Chestnut Breasted Mannikin Baby on a Seale
Photo Courtesy ©Vince Huntington

reptile rock {or heating pad set on low}
available from pet stores. To keep the
chick from being against the direct heat.
piace the heater under a ceramic digh or
bowl (or box, cage, or sheif - whatever
works for you). Above the heat source. in
the bowd, place a pad of two to three layers
of folded Kleenex-type tissue that is
changed after each feeding. Piace the
chick on the pad. To hoid inn the warm air
cover the chick and ali with more tissues.

A small thermometer, with the “busi-
ness’ end nexi fo the chick. will give you
peace of mind about the 100-degree tem-
perature. However. | have found the above
heat sources, plus dish, plus lissue pad.
plus cover, equals 100 degrees of warm.
happy chick. ise this warm source until
the chicks fiedge.

Nourishment

Dont be in too much of a hurry o feed
an abandoned chick. A freshly hatched
baby wil not have to eat for 24 to 48 hours
after hatching. having assimilated the fat
from the egg sac. Warm the chick as
described above. Never feed a baby finch
until it is warm. Once the baby finch is
warm. think of digestible food. Digestible
food is eyedropper soft. the consistency of
cream of soup. And - keep what goes in.
cleaned off coming out.

A good hand-feeding formula comes
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to the rescue.
Embrace™.

We use Zupreem®
Its instructions parallel my

experience, Le. a newly hatched chick wil
emply its ¢rop in one {0 two hours and
shouid be fed every two hours in order to

Baby Zebra Finches at Feeding Time

Photo Courtesy ©FVince Huntington

stay hydrated and grow. Some avicultur-
ists feed chicks every two hours, 24 hours
a day. Observing that finch parents in the
wild and in aviaries stop feeding when it is
too dark fo do so, | slopped feeding at
night, Thelr last meal s around 10 pm.
The first moring meal is no iater than §
am.

| have documented consistent gram
weight increases when this i4-out-of-24-
tour feeding schedule is followed. To feed,
tuse a relatively standard eyedropper
available from drug stores (funny it's not
called a beak dropper}. There is a choice
here between the standard syringe used o
feed some hand-raised birds, expecially
hookbilis, and the eyedropper. | get & bet-
ter feedback of the chick’s resistance fo
opening its throat (or crop} to my fingertips
with the glass or plastic eyedropper than |
get with a bird-feeder syrings.

For the eyedropper, mix the hand-
feeding formuia per directions, 1 part for-
muia fo 4 parts warm water. The ideaisto
get the chick to heg for food, a skit i usu-
ally has when i ks only hours old. Wait unti
the chick is warm and active and responds

by begging when touched on its beak with
the flled dropper tip. Remember, the three
riles are:  warm the chick, then offer
digestible food, then make sure the vent is
clean.

So, even if i does beg when cold, do
- not feed a cold chick, ever - as the feod
will sour in its crop.  Sour food is not
" digested - hence no fluids, no food, no
! growth, and, | might as well say i - the
i bird will die.

The goal is to get the warmed chick o
" open its beak and beg. Then quickly,
but gently, insert the dropper tip into its
mouth between its upper and lower

-, beak, and squeeze very siowly. Watch

as the chick leams o "suck” on the
i feeder, iaking in no more than an
amount of food the size of #s head.
After four fo five feedings, the chick
learns how to take the dropper into s

entire heak, with the tip of the dropper

resting against the bottorm of ifs throat
at the crop.

Build a Relationship

Remember fo change the tissue pad,
and check the bird's vent for cleanfiness
after each feeding. Picking the bird up with
warm hands, holding it gently while you ief
the food flow into #s crop, placing i back
onto the warmih - its belly {crop) fudl - and
returning ¥ to the safe covered warmth, is
what makes this a different relationship.
This builds the companion in the compan-
ion bird,

By the second or third day, i it is get-
ting sufficient nourishment, #ts droppings
will resemble those of an adult bird in terms
of texture, color and form. Never give
more food than the amount of the size of
the chick's head st each feeding, even
though it begs for more and makes you feel
like you are a cruel parent for not stuffing it
full. A primal drive moves the chick to get
all the food it can, whenever it can. You
and | know you will be back when the crop
is emply, bui the chick doesn't know that
yet. it learns over time.

Stay close, and taik. The baby birds
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feel your warmth, hear your voice and see
your face. This connects them to being
safe - your world becomes their haven
Companionship is bullding,

Build Trust

Parenta! birds shove the young out, it
seems, as guickly as they can. How ofien
do we hear wiki baby birds on the back

it

Photo Cowrresy ©Vinee Huntington

fence, leaning over, beaks open and up,
screaming for food while Mom and Dad
bird ignore them? The parents seem to
even peck in the dirt at something for them-
seives in celebration of the "kids leaving”,
giving them back chick-free fives. Within
hours, the younyg get the message. OF
they go. to disconnect from the parents into
a world of autonomous existence.

Hand-taming avoids the pushing away
that parent birds oflen do. Retaining that
parent-child connection, the safe-
ty of being cared for, the structure
of bheing gently touched and
offered food and warmth is what
makes the companion bird a com-
panioss. As long as it has that
sense that is gelling the "good
stuff’ from you, it stays and gives
back.

Don’t Rush Things.

After four days of feeding the
1-to-4 gruei, gradualy over a day,
thicken the formula to 1 in 3 parts

Young Brazilian Cardinal Beggiag to be Fed

warm waler, about the consistency of baby
applesauce. Continue the holding and
talking. Give the bird a name, and repeat
it often.

At 14 days, stowly thicken the formula
to 1~ to 2-parts water, unt the birds fedge.
For 2 connected companion bird, dont
“force the fledge”.

i Affer about two weeks of feeding,

i they begin wing-practice - standing
in one place, flapping away, often
knocking themseives off balance in
the process. Move them o larger
quariers at this time.

At around 18 to 22 days, the wing
praclice becomes more serious.
They'll fly out of the safety of the
warm box, container or cage io
., crash here and there. Be alert to
% safely during these crucial flying
" pragtice days. if your house isn't
afready bird-procf, make it so now.
Theyt fly info anything they should-
n't fiy into. If it is dangerous, they
will find #. They wil crash into glass
windows and sirrors, onte the frying
pan on the stove, into the hot cup of tea at
your side, down onto the cat, and wherev-
er glse there is trouble. Some prefer to ride
on your head, in & pockel, under a blouse
collar, between the collar and your neck.
Whalsver works for you and your bird
works.

Basic Needs

As the haby birds start to perch and fly
gbout when you feed them, they are

A Talking Finch?

{ hand-raised an abandoned red-headed finch
ot Thanksgiving Day and, so I'd given it the
name Turkey. ! said his nama often - as he
was fed, warmed, cleaned tucked in, breathed
on and tatked fo. To this day, ha says cleatly,
“Turkey-Turkay” whenever he is near me.

- Salfy Huntington
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becoming aduits.  Ensure that there is
always finch seed avaiable, a millet stick,
and separale water.  Previously. they
received fivids from the formula. As they
draw away from the formula. they will
require hydration from a predictable water
source. Also begin fo provide an egg food,
which can be found in pet stores. Aduit
finches also need cutliebone and grit. As
an occasional treat. they enjoy smal
amounts of hard-boiled egg. with shel, an
appie or some other fruif, and a lettuce leaf
now and again.

They love bathing often and sunning
themselves. If you set their cage in the
sun, he sure haif of it is shaded. and let the
finch choose between sun and shade.

Naturat sunlight is necessary for birds to
process Vitamin D

A mirgmum cage size rule-of-thumb is
five flaps of the wings from one side o the
other. Continue to hand-feed as long as
they wili take it. | have 5-year-old birds that
will swoop in to a nesting station where |
am raising young to get a sip of the famdiar
formuda, often leaning over and begging for
it as if they were a hafchling again.

Which Finch for Me?

the Report Card below grades A
through ¥ on how finches { have raised
compare with others {'ve raised and traifs
we wish all companions had. Take a look.
Because they vary some in ‘maintaining

Pet Finch Report Card

g § § & 2

§ 5§ & § &y Ty

F § § & FF F ISy

¥ ¥ g 88y s Tl

. Blue-Capped) ¢ g i clc|Aa|F|A]A]|C]|r0C

Cordon Bleu S ' '

Orange-cheeked; ¢ | o | B iCc i C|F | A|A]C g8 A
Waxbill

OwiFinch| B | Al BB C|F A|lA|A| ST A

Red-Cheekedi ¢ B p | D | B F AL A I D |70 C
Cordon Bleu

Black-Cappedi ¢ | A BB |C|F|A|A|?2]|7 A
Waxbill

RedCrested) o | B | B A|A|F | Al A]lC B5|F
Cardinal

A= Excellent, Seems o enjoy.
8 = Great - Often does thebehavior
C = Sometimes. but not refiably.

Report Card Key

G = Seidom will do the behavior.
= Flunked this category.
? = Unknown
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conngciion”, select the closeness or loyalty
that is best for you. A rediheaded finch
{Amadina erythrocephala}, the Gouldian
finch {Chigebia gouldiae) and others are
extremely dedicated and loyal. They wili st
on your shoulder and share your cookie
crumbs as you walch TV, Others. such as
the biue-capped Cordon bley {Urseginthus
cyanocephala and orange-checked wax-
bitls {Estrilda meipoda) will be more likely
to sif on 2 nearhy lampshade. keep its bot-
tom out over the warmth of the light buib
and make only occasionat trips to the top of
vour head.

Finches are about as nolsy as you jet
them be. They're less noisy than a mals
canary and about the size of a garden
sparrow.  The orange-cheeked waxbill is
the smallest at 2 1/2 inches long with a
perky litte squeak of a song. The red-
headed finch is 3 1/2 10 4 inches long with
& warbiing song much softer than g canary.
The sweetest and clearest pleasant fing of

a song comes from the biue-capped wax-
bill and the red-cheeked cordon biew.
When they sing. most lisieners say.
Wowl".

In order to fearn which finch is which,
take a look at the NF33 website
{www.nifss.orgt where you can see more
pictures of finches.

Satly Hunsington has actively bred finches
and softbitls since the wmid-1980%5. She and
her husband. Vince. have made manerous
presentations on Rand-raising finches and
softbilis. and theiv articles have appeared in
several publications. Saily Huntington is the
current president of the National Finch and
Softhifl Society (NFSSh. life member of the
American Federation of Aviculture and the
Fineh Seciety of San Diego County and is
MAP-certified.  Her watercolors of finches
and softbills are reknowned.

FREE CATALOG
1-800-443-5769

OR WRITE Tt

PO BOX 123
RAMONA, CA 92065

BIRD CAGES and SUPPLIES

ALL PURPDSE CAGES » FLIGHT CAGES « STACKING CAGES
NESTS o NETS « STANDS, LEGS « FEED DISHES, CUPS
SUPPLEMENTS » BODOKS «TOYS « WATER BOTTLES
PERCHES » LADDERS « CLEANING SUIPPLEES
and Much More!

Serving the Bird Industry for 39 Years

email: mi®martonjones.com

MORTON JONES COMPANY
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FALL 2003 Finch/Softbill List

Fioyd Barnett, College Park, Georgia, 404-768-0697
Shipping Available -10% discount for NFSS Members

Purple Grenadier. .......... $300.00/pr Fawn-Breasted Waxbit ... ... $150.00/pr
Red.Headed Finch ......... $100.00/pr Biue-Faced Parrot Finch ... .. $225.00/pr
Blue-capped Cordon Bleu ... 3100.00/pr Red-Faced Parrot Finch ... ... $250.00/pr
Blue-breasted Cordon Bleu .. .$100.00/pr ParsonFinch ............. $180.00/pr
Peter's Twinspot . .......... $180.00/pr Fawn Parson.............. $200.00/pr
Star Finch Red-Face ........ $110.00/pr  (uban Melodious .......... $300.00/pr

Yeilow-Face . ... ... $130.00/pr Ciamond Firetail ....... ... $180.007pr
Red Munia (Strawberry) ... .. $100.00/pr Siver Diamond Firetait ... ... $600.00/pr
Forbes Parrot Finch . ....... $350.00/pr  Chestnut Breasted Mannikin . .$150.00/pr
Sidney Waxbill ............ $280.00/pr Zanibar Weaver ... ... ... ... $69.00/pr
OwlFinch ................ $190.00/pr Masked Weaver . ... ....... $69.00/pr
Yellow-Beliied Waxbill (Swee} .$100.00/pr Golden Weaver ............. $75.00/pr
Giant Green Singer ......... $£20.00/pr (ardinal Quelea ............ $50.00/pr
GreySinger .............. $£20.00/pr {rimson Rumped Waxbil ... ... $40.00/pr
Masked Grass Fiach ........ $200.00/pr Abyssinian {rimsonwing ... .. $100.00/pr
Grey-Headed Silverbilt . .. .. .. $1060.00/pr Gouldianfinch .......... .. $150.00/pr
Sitverbifl . ... ... ... ... $50.00/pr White Breasted ......... $200.00/pr
Scaly Crown Weaver ......... $80.00/pr Criole Finch .............. $250.00/pr
Goid-Breasted Bunting ...... $140.00/pr Pintail Non Parie! Parrot Finch $150.00/pr
Red-Face Crimson Wing . ... .. $120.00/pr Yeblow Pintail ............. $250.00/pr
CherryFinch .. ... .. ... 0L $140.00/pr Superb Starling............ $600.00/pr
Fawn Chersy Finch .. ... .. .. $180.00/pr Wattled Starling . .......... $4066.00/pr
Shaftait Finch ............. $110.00/pr Blue-Eared Starfing .. ... ... $500.00/pr
isabel Shaft-tadl ... ... .. $180.00/pr Goid-Breasted Starting . ... .. $800.00/pr
White Shaftfail ............ $240.00/pr

{oming Attractions

teafbirds, Hardwick, Greater, Lesser, Golden-Crested Mynahs, (rimson Blood,
Fairy Biuebirds, Honeycreepers, Tanagers, Fire Finches.

{a# for price and availabifity

Live Delivery Guarasteed.
Prices subject to change due to changing world market, availability.
Payment by bank check, postal money order. Qrders sent USPS, Airlings.




DOLIIDIGAN S:80I0) 1QINQIISIC] B 180081g
WO Lesy eHACKd MMM (BLISTAM 1SIBPI0 PIED HPALD 104

- - . 18 143 OIS PR Epeue)

mnr\-qﬁ N.mm mom .mﬁox& &% ] 6% BRE YSh

060CE T4 PEIISIWOH g90106 X08 Od g51-94§ Ge59T8 525> (2101 S40DIQ

UoNnLINN pug §
ROl jeunuy jejinodd SEO8G (20 2580 - WEaBORR © G6 LS.
B SN UG Sanposd N0 I10GE UDGRWOIU [Butiippe 35anbal 0) Jo daps0 ue aoeid o} m‘sﬂmwnﬂﬁﬁ HEFEX ALY
UCHERGHSSY DO94 Sa0JdW Juswidoraas AUEs) ¥ LR IAMIDT) Paey aatuchuy ABGiEiug Alifean Asangiay SSRasICE Pue whwebin suslioieg
ERIDN LR LU SSSTREI0 DIHEIDES DUUOD [IEMOIT GORBULON0 D ¢ BB ADOG [ BIURUSHNEN |4 AR DSV [ERARG-HY
EHIEINRUS F PR HETHL GRS Ty I T LW I
Wiiusig 2o adURMUID R JRAISALY wONG) o DS Aupbiay asesnu Bupasig E

spaebaueyy amniindiay tadoid Lioddns diay 1243 SIUHING SaPIACIT DA Y w [EHA-CY

‘Butaq pem pue yiteay AJ1ep s,pHG JRCA 10] BUS10EE [B10[0uaR Bul)ddns PUsly SBORIOU x IRIA-CET Puk
SAPAI0IIFE SEISUI ‘SUIBHA [FIUSSSES SUIRIUDDS )] J3IBM 10 POO) U1 PAISISHIIPE S USD PUR SRIRIOS-13J8m
5t 31 (BAUD © (0K “SDIIY PG 1H2 03 DIIRINI0S JUSWHNINS YHEay IMNoAe € 91 PAIE Y IA-OId

SpUE 10§ (BlBI0RE MISHOUSE) PUALE JUOIG0I w, JRIIA-Old LM JUBLIDIANS DIAIOHOMD « [RIGUHW « LLENA

- [N -OAd

paaciddy Apuiisiap

190UDJIDLICI DYL DN M




vy

RARE FINCH & SOFTBILL PRICE LIST - FALL, 260

Coming Soon!!} Please e-mail for availability and price.
Taking Orders now!

ian Fi
Chery Finches
Diamond Firetails
Fawrn Diamond Firetails
Owl Finches
isabeile Red-Face Siars
Star Finches
Fawn Grassfinches
White Grassfinches
Heck's Grassfinches
Yeliow Beak Longtadied Grassfinches
Masked Grassfinches
Sydney Waxbills

EBarrotfinghes
Lutino Blue-Faced Parroffinches
Blue-Faced Parroffinches
Red Throated Parrotfinches
Pinta# Parrotfinches
Peales Parrotiinches
African Finches
Biack Cheeked Waxbills
Biue Capped Cordons
Dybowski's Twinspots
Swee Waxbills
Red Faced Crimsonfinches
St Helenas

Asian

White Bellied Crimson Finches (Rarg)
Strawberry Finches
Great Billed Munias (Rare)
Biack Throated Munias {Rare)
Madagascar Munias {Rare}
Malucsan Munias
Japanese Societies {Large.
show quality;

Cuban Melodious

Bay Headed Tanagers
Biue Necked Tanagers
Green and Gold Tanagers
Paradise Tanagers
Turguoise Tanagers
Saffron Finches

Softbilis

Shama Thrushes
Greater Leafhirds
Lesser Leaftbirds

Dyal Thrushes

Possible Quantitv Discounts Available

Jor Orders over 33000.00.
Please guirel!!

Wil ship via airfines. Approximate cost js $99-3180. No USPS shipping.

Cashiers check or mosniey order giadly accepted.
Major credit cards accepted through Pavpal

Khanh Tran
3439 NE Sandy Bivd #303, Portland, Oregon 97006

503-936-6636 {£-Mail first before calling)

khanhbatran@hotmail.com

www.avesrarus.com
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specializing in finches. S caring for all hirds.

Informational Articles . Free Q&A Message Board
Health Care Products . Dietary Supplements
Breeding Supplies . Cage Accessories
and more..

Www.FinchNiche O™

THE BIRD & CAGE CO.

ONE OF THE LARGEST SELECTIONS OF BIRD CAGECON THE INTERNET

WE AUCET -
vis snsrenenan  EARL & ELAINE WILLIAMS | E
BASCOVER 3023 N. ALEXANDER DR.
AMER I AN EXFRESS 0{ & K’ 1{
BAYTOWN ., TX. 7752 R / \
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| always marvei at birds flying about in
the countryside because they always seem
i be healthy. tight-feathered and active.
Several years ago when | first started with
Gouidians, my birds more ofien than not
became fluffed. As {0 why wild birds seem
s0 heaithy and captive birds become il so
easily was 2 complete msytery tome for a
long time. Bacieriology tesis of my sick
finches droppings revealed that they had
bacterial infection. But in that case, | rea-
soned. why don't wild finches catch bacle-
rial infection as well 7 After all. there are far
more bacterial pathogens out in the wild.

One answer 1o this is that sick birds in
the wiid simply die because of bacterial
infection or whatever bug happens to go
inside their system and only the ones with
sfronger immune systems remain. But the
sheer number and diversity of the
pathogens that wild birds are exposed to.
make this explanation uniikely because if
this were the case. the birds’ immune sys-
tem is not kkely to be able to handie a#
those bugs and the birds would &l end up
dead. Something mwst be protecting the
wild birds from all those bugs.

As it happens, there is increasing evi-
dence to indicate that animals in the wild
make use of substances that we do not
class as food. vet are vital for their health
and wellbeing. | ca#t them self medicating
substances or SMS's for short | will
expiain more about them later.

According to Dr. Cindy Engel. animal
self medication is the way “many species
{birds, insects. and mammals } use planis.
soils. insects. and fungl as ‘medicines’ in
ways that guard against future Jiness {pre-
ventive medicine) and/or relieve unpieas-

ant sympioms {curative or therapeutic
redicine).”

Two years ago. | hit on the idea of
converting a spare room into a free flying
birdroom with the purpose of studying the
behaviours of several different finch
species. But when | bought finches of vari-
ous species § found that quite a few were
sick and more started o become sick. Afler
a lot of trial and error using antibacteriat
herbs and solutions, the breakihrough
came when | e-mailed an Anizona Gouldian
hreeder called Debbie Myers and inguired
about the dose of grapefruit seed exiract
[asy antibactedatl Hquid] she used to treat a
sick bird. She told me of how she cured a
plump fluffed Gouldian hen by giving her
two drinks. One with GSE in it and one of
plain water. and the hen preferred to drink
the GSE soludion to plain water. She
advised me to do the same with my sick
finches. | supplied GSE solution of various
concentrations and found what congentra-
tion the birds preferred. | did the same with
apple cider vinegar solution as well. | also
started to supply herbs on their own rather
than mixed with eggfood as | was doing
previously,

i group al known medicinal herbs.
seeds. inorganic substances that i give to
my birds under the name of self medicat-
ing substances or SM$'s for short. | atways
supply each SMS in its own clean piastic
container. For cages. | use 4 m¥ plastic fin-
ger drawers. narrow enough to be fified in
between cage bars. For my free flying bird-
roorn, | use 40 mi plastic D-cups that { hook
onto a wire rack. Occasionally | also use
piastic ice boxes which | place on sheives,
each compartment filled with a different
iterm,
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Exampies of medicinal herbs are gar-
tic and sage. Examples of medicinal seeds
are miik thistle seeds and perilia.
Exarples of inorganic SMS's are diatoma-
ceous sarth and clay.

The effect of SMS's is to prevent path-
ogenic micro organisms. worms or proto-
zoa in the finches’ gut from thriving. SMS's
alseo relieve unpleasarnt conddions in finch-
es whether internally {e.g. as in diarrhes}
OR exiernally {e.9. as in itches caused by
mites). | amn of the opinion
that it is SMS's that enable
the immune systems of
birds in the wild to maintain

their good heaith.
Otherwise  the  many
pathogens constantly

ingested by wiid birds will
overwhelm their immune
system in no fime at all.

Birds fend {0 hide
sickness until if is too late
for us to save them in most
cases. The beauty of
SMS's is that this late
stage is less likely to come
about because the bhirds
will be able to do some-
thing about ¥ themselves
by consuming the medicine
they need before it becomes a crisis.

It is important fo realize that these
substances are not g cure-all but serve
merely as a first line of defense against
internal pathogens or parasites that the
birds ingest or against external parasites.

Drinking dirty water and looking the
picture of health,

Some peopie say that their grandma's
canary used {o be kept in a cage and fed
just seed. water and isttuce. and if lived for
years in good heaith WITHOUY any self
medicating substances.

The expianation for this is domestica-
tion. After hundreds of years of selective
breeding. the canary's immune system has
beern fairly well adapted fo the germs in a
humtan  environment. # however.  you

Comfrey
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refeased captive bred canaries in the wild
again. # is lkely some will die due to the
germs in the wild environment being differ-
ent fo the ones they have been used fo or
adapted o, in caplivity.

The same thing happens when people
fravel. Even if they immunize themseives
with vaccine injections before traveding.
they could st end up with stomach upsets
for the same reason that | mentioned
above.

BUT. even after having
adapted fairdy well fo the
garms in their environment.
wild animals are observed
to still make use of self
medicating  substances.
Without these substances,
the many pathogens that
wild birds consume daily
wil  overwheim  their
immune system in no time.
This s a very important
point. Next time you go for
a walk in the country,
observe how hirds are con-
stantly browsing amidst
“dit” { soil } and drinking
“dirty” water and yet iook-
ing the picture of health i

I give all my finches seif
medicating substances AT ALL TIMES sep-
arately in a clean plastic container, whether
the finches are sick or heaithy.

You can either buy the herbs in dried
form from health food shops or you can
pick your own and dry them yourseif.
Always pick them up when they are dry
and nof wel. otherwise they will go mouldy.
Let thern dry, then place in a paper bag and
use metal paper clips to keep it shut. Then
| usuadly pick up the leaves and put them in
a coffee mill fo grind. Never aftemp! to mix
any herbs in with the normal eggfood. |
have fried doing this with several antibac-
terial herbs and finches which were il died
for me as a resuit. Herbs must be supplied
separately, in individual containers and
kept well away from water sources. | go
through the herb cordainers every week
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with a ciean knife in order o remove the
odd dried dropping from the herb contain-
ers and replenish where necessary.
Another reason why i is necessary {0
check the containers every week is
because of what g good friend of mine.
Christine Kurnar, has rightly pointed out
when keeping dried herbs exposed fo air
all the time. Some herbs. like for example
garlic. tend to absorb more moisture from
the atmosphere than other herbs do. You
will know this because the powder or bils
wil| become a solid mass. ¥ left ke this,

this can lead to molds developing of 5

course. | find that it is better {0 give
a lithe fresh dry clean herb each %
week. then a whole lot every month, ff&x

I{ is important to supply each
herb on its own and not serve i as
a herb mix because each herb
has a particutar effect on the
kird. You have to let the bird
choose what herb it needs at
the time. If you supply an herb
mix, you are robbing the birds of
making their own choice.

Do not buy the tabiets or capsules

or tinctures because you pay much much
more. The only excepfion | wifl make here
is Grapefruit Seed Extract which is itself a
tincture that is made of GSE dissolved in
Glycerin.  Shop around until you find an
cuilet that sells dried herbs. These are nor-
maly kept in large transparent plastic bot-
tles with a wide diameter lid. Oried herbs
are very cheap when purchased this way.

I{ is important to bear in mind that the
therapeutic or toxic effects of herbs on
himans may or may not appear in our
finch species. The reason for this is that
each animal species absorbs and metabo-
lizes nutrients differently and can show dif-
ferent toxic reactions to a certain food.

for example. it has long been known
in the Mediterranean. that the volatile oils
found in oreganc have an imporant role in
preventing the spoflage of food and in
reducing the risk of ingesting harmfud bac-
feria. fungi. and parasites. Pizza tradition-
ajly contains oregano sprinkled on il | must

Ot

stress here that these claims have nof yef
heen scientifically proven.

It is aiso found that oreganc oil works
in chickens against Salmonella, E. coli.
Staphylococcus. and Campylobacter to
mention but a few. When this ol was mixed
in feed at & certain dose, this led to
reduced diarrhea, increased growth and
improved feed conversion. Bul sven so.
few scientific studies have been published
on the therapeutic effects of herbs in gen-
eral on even economically imporiant birds

ke poultry and {urkeys.
e A product based on oil
7 if.  of oreganc is indeed available
*\i/ for pet birds. Does this mean
that the eHect that was
observed in humans and chick-
ens is going to be the same for
our finch species? Not necessari-
iy because each finch species do
a0t have exactly the same physiolo-
T gy but i is likely that o# of oregano wilt
have the same basic effect,

My experience of mixing antibacterial
herbs with eggfood has been a very nega-
tive one_ Healthy finches seem (0 be able
to cope but sick finches in most cases can
easily be killed due fo 4 toxic reaction fana-
phylaxis] or become worse. Thatis why itis
safest not to mix any antibacterial herh with
eggfood. The strangest thing that | have
seen is that finches of varous species
seem to be able to sense whether a herb or
plant is toxic if i¢ is not mixed in eggfood
and will consume otherwise very danger-
cus herbs or substances ke GSE with per-
fect safety if it is provided optionally and on
its own. ¥ you fry mixing GSE powder with
eggfood and feed it fo a sick finch. that
finch will in most cases become worse or
dig within a few days. On the cther hand, if
you supply that sick finch wth an optional
solution of GSE. it will quite safely drink the
amount that £ requires.

| would ke t0 add that some herbs
may serve not only 1o suppress pathogens
or stimulate the immune sysiem or help
regenerate the lver but to act as food for
the gram-posifive bacieria which keep the
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gram-negative, potentially pathogenic.
bacteria from spreading and causing ill
health in birds. These are known as prebi-
ofic herbs.

Apart from herbs and other self med-
icating substances mentioned in this arti-
cle. t would like o stress the imporiance of
providing probiotics that will adhere to bird
intestines. Many probiotics that are on the
market are not good enough because they
cannot adhere to the interior lining of birds’
intestines. The Lactobacitus sirains they
contain are derived from cows or pigs and
nof birds.

Lactobacillus strains that are derived
from bird guts will adhere o bird intestines
and for this reason are called avian derived
probictics. Linda Hogan. a canary breeder.
has found avian derived probiotics not
only safe but highly therapeutic. She
wrote” | have long been a proponent for
use of avian-derived Lactobaciius { probi-
ofics) in canaries. In my experience over
16 years, | have been able to prevent dis-
eases which | alinibute to use of avian-
derived Lactobaciftus and good nulrition. ™

Linda Hogan recommends that avian-
derived probiotics are fed to sick birds by
medicine dropper or crop tube. A concen-
frated amount is vital in order to bring the
bird around. Scientists have found that
merely adding it to the bird's drinking water
is useless. You should also add the dry
probiotics fo eggfood and not add any
water to it.

Self Medicating Substances

This section will explain SMS's in
more detailt and will show a ink that seems
to exist between daily consumption of
acidic drinks, probiotics or sour yogurt and
herbs and keeping fit 1o a ripe oid age. an
observation that we could use to our birds’
agdvantage.

Here is a st of the various types of
SMS’s that can be made available option-
afty.

Antibacteriai SMS’s
Antibacterial SMS's are mostly herbs

that destroy or suppress the growth of bac-
teria, whether they are pathogenic or other-
wise. Sorme can kill fungi. yeasts and virus-
es as well. The best seem o be grapefruit
seed exiract, [GSE for short. NOT grape-
sead extract], apple cider vinegar [ACV for
short]l. garfic. sage. mangold. echinacea
and wormwood.  These are followed by
acacia. aloe. cryplolepsis. eucalyptus, gin-
ger. goldenseal. honey. juniper. licorice.
myrrh, thyme, thuja. usnea and wild indigo.

ALWAYS REMEMBER that antibac-
teriai herbs are to be given oplionally in
their own separate plastic container ie.
with plain fresh water in a separate drinker
available at alf times and NEVER mixed in
with eggfood otherwise dead finches will
be the resull. This at least was my experi-
ence with sick finches. Mealthy finches
tend to cope somehow but not sick ones,

Antibacterial SMS's that § found to be
excellent are GSE and ACY. Sick finches
drink several fimes more of these drinks
than healthy ones do.

Grapefruit Seed Extract {GSE} | found
that healthy birds seem to prefer 0.4 mls
GSE nutribiotic grade and sick birds prefer
aither 0.4 mis or 0.7 mis GSE nutnbictic
grade per 100 mis of water depending on
the species.

Apple Cider Viregar (ACV). | found that
healthy birds seem to prefer 0.6 mis ACY
and sick birds prefer 12 mis ACY per 100
mls of water.

For the record. so far { have used
GSE. ACY. garlic, sage. marigold. echi-
nacea. wormwood [Artemisia pontical.
thyme and ticorice.

Antheimintic SMS3’s

Anthelmintic SMS's are mostly herbs
that kill or suppress the growth of worms
but they are not as effective as chemical
wormers e.g. Ronidazole. praziguaniel,
moxidectin etc,

Examples of anthedmintic SMS3's are
Diatomaceous Farth, Wormwood
FArtemisia anngal. Pumpkin Seed. Garlic,
Thyme and Quassia.
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Diatomaceous Earth (DE) is a fine
powder madse from the shefls of sea crea-
tures called diatoms. It can only kill by con-
tact with the bug and so cannot kill air sac
mites which are in the lungs. It cannot s
kill gizzard worm which is deeply
embedded in the gui tissue. i can-
not kit fapeworm because tape-
worms bury their heads inlo the
intestinal walls and feed directly
off the fissues - therefore. their
mouth parts are never exposed.

Only use ¥Food Grade
Diatomaceous Earth. Do not use
the Diatomaceous Earth manufag-

fured as a swimming poot filtraton  Warmeood

material on your pels.
Diatomaceous Earth is a very pow-
dery kind of dust. s0 make sure that you do
not create any dust clouds when using it,
otherwise it could cause eye and king irri-
tation. Remember that even whole wheat
four dust can cause eye and lung irdtation
if you breathe enough of it.

Pumpkin seed that is ground up is
much liked by finches. it acts against tape-
worm and roundworm.

Wormwood [Artemisia annua) is a
powerful herb for parasitic infections of
the gasirointestinal fract. Test
tube studies suggest
artemisinin. the active ingredi-
ent of the herb. can kill malarial
and other parasites [protozoa
and worms} and bacteria.

Garlic and Thyme are
good at expeiing ascarids and
hookworms.

Quassia can be made into a
tea and then ieff to cool You can use it
externally on your birds using a cotfon
swab to treal the mite infested areas.

for the record. so far | have tried
Diatomaceous Earth. Artemisia pontica. |l
have not been abie to buy Aftemisia annua
as a dried herb yet]. Pumpkin Seed
Garlic,

Antiprotozoan SMS’s
Antiprotozoan SMS's are herbs which

{ nrassia
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kill or suppress the growth of parasitic pro-
tozoa. Examples are Wormwood [Artemsia
annua) and maybe Diatomaceous Earih_ |
am sure that there are loads of
these antiprotozoals in nature. |
sust do not know what these are
yet. (Bear in mind that some
parasitic protozoa embed them-
selves deep inside the gut tis-
sie 0 Wormwood and DE may
not be abie to kill them.}

Bitter SMS’s

Bitter SMS's are herbs that taste
. bitter and contain bitter com-
< pounds in the leaves and or root

which help stimulate digestion and are
mild taxatives. These bilter substances
also increase bile production in the gal-
bladder and bile flow from the fiver. For this
reason hitter herbs are recommended for
those with sluggish fiver function due to
poor diet. The increase in bile flow may
help improve fat metabolism in the body as
well.

Examptes of bitter herbs are Barberry,
Biessed Thisie. Buckthorn. Chamomile,
Dandelion. Golden Seal. Osha, Quassia

and Wormwood.

For the record, so far i
- have tried barberry.
chamomile. dandelion.
Wormwood

{Artemisia pontical.

Demulcent SMS’s

Demuilcent SMS's are
herbs that fight diarrhea and
soothe irritated mucus mem-
branes. Examples are
Marshmaliow Leat. Slippery Elm. Burdock.
{icorice. Linseed. Saw Palmetto, Comfrey.
Thyme and Mullein.

izt v

For the record. so far | have tred
Slippery Elm, marshmallow leaf, ficorice.
thyme.

Hepatic SMS's

Hepatic SMS's are herbs  that
strengthen and tone the liver as well as
stimutate the flow of bile. Many birds suffer
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from liver problems because their diet is
often inadequate when compared to what
they enjoy in the wild,

Examples of hepatic herbs are
Astichoke, Barberry. Blue Flag. Buckthorn,
Celery. Cleavers. Culver's root. Dandelion
roof. Fennel. Fringetree.
Golden Seal. Milk Thistle.
Motherwort. Oregon Grape.
Poke Root. Prickly Ash.
Wahoo, Wild indigo. Wild
Yarn. Wormwood and Yarrow.

Miik Thistle is by far the
most effective and scientifi-
cally proven to heip regener-
ate the fiver and much more,

I buy milk thistie seeds which
I grind up in a coffee milf and -
the waxbills jove it. | also love
the nulty faste of milk thistle seed.

Bandehon « it SR

For the record, 8o far | have tried milk
thistle. barberry. wormwood [Artemisia
pontical, yarrow,

Immune boosting SM3's

Immune boosting SMS's are mostly
everyday vegetables such as broccoli. cau-
lifiower, brusseis sprouis, cabbage. kale
ant tumips. They also inciude herbs such
as asfragaius. barberry. red clover, echi-
nacea, garlic. shitake mushrooms. Ginkgo
hiloba, panax and Siberian ginseng, sishi
mushrooms, milk thistle. pine bark,

Shred the raw fresh vegetables in a
blender unti they are thoroughly shredded.
You can then mix them with stuff that you
know your finches like e.q. mealworms.
mashed hard bolled egg or soaked seed.
Christine Kumar toid me to present soaked
seed as flat as possible on a clean plate.
L.aying soaked seed of mashed hard boiled
eqgg AS THINLY AS POSSIBLE on a clean
plate stops the food from going off. 1t sim-
ply dries up. Whereas if you pile it up deep
inside a food cup. you are going o have
that food smell bad in no time due to bac-
terial activity.

Elderberries also boost the immune
system and are specially recommended by

Frank Woolham, a Biitish expert who told
me that of all wild berries in England. it is
elderberries which cage birds love most of
all. He has kept scores of bird species in
his life. | buy dried elderberries and grind
them up in my coffee mill,

Spirulina is an edible
bive green alga and
looks Hke a dry blue
green powder. { deep-
ens feather color,
Charlie Loukeris told
me that since he has
fed spirulina to his
European Goldfinches,
they have produced
proper red masks
where normally they
would have an orange
mask when kept indoors. Many sciendific
studies show that Spirulina seems to have
immune enhancing and #ver protecting
properties,

For the record, so far | have ried siderber-
res. spirddina. kale. garic. echinacea. red
clover.

inorganic SM3's

Inorganic SMS's supply frace miner-
als. One thing to keep in mind regarding
inorganic trace minerals - only 10 per cent
of these wili be assimilated by the body. but
when combined with amino acids. a
process called chelation. the assimiation
of these chelated minerals is three to five
g#mes more afficient,

Seme inorganic SMS's have a detoxi-
fying effect. One aspect of disease is the
toxins that pathogenic bacteria and viruses

 Elderberry

e efiradl e
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produce. The foxing give rise to pain. e.g.
the pain you fee! when you have a stom-
achache. Clay and charcoal bind the toxins
to themseives and thereby iessen the foxic
effects on the bird.

Sail is not strictly speaking inorganic
because it contains organic humus and
micro-organisens. but | st it here purely for
converdence,

Soi contains frace minerals, clay. and
INCREDBLY bacteriostatic and bacterici-
dal substances produced by a group of
bacteria called Actinomyces that dwell in i.
| have heen feeding my finches of severat
different species, dry brown sieved soil for
the past vear or so and it always amazes
me that they like it so much. As with other
self medicating substances that I use, sick
finches consume more soil than healthy
ones do. | have also observed lots of wild
birds eating or sifting through sof, espe-
cially chafinches, wagtalis and staslings. it
really seems as if soil is Nature's own med-
icine chest.

Trace minerals have exiraordinary
importance in maintaining health in ani-
mais. They are basic to keeping the chem-
ical reactions going inside the body.
[metabolism]. Enzymes which are crucial in
these reactions, need minerals in their for-
ration. Minerals are crucial for the trans-
mission of electric current through the hody
for the nervous system to work and mus-
cies fo move.

For exampie, one of these trace min-
erais is Arsenic. Arsenic has been shown
to stimulate growth and egg production as
well as control coccidiosis in battery chick-
ens. Animals such as goais. sheep. cows
and antelope have been observed to selec-
tively graze on forage contaminated with
arsenic. Bird feathers have arsenic in them
which indicates that it is needed for proper
feather formation. If turns out that normai
soils contain up to 40 parts per million of
Arsenic. Compare this fo 2.6 - 9.1 ppm in
fishmeal. 1.5 - 4.1 ppm in ¢od, and less
than 0.5 ppm in most fruits. vegetables.
cereal grains. meat and dairy products |
This makes soil & very rich source of

Arsenic indeed. [Note. ppm means parts
per million which means 1 milligram per
fiter.]

Clay is an effective binding agent as
its chemical structure allows other chemi-
cals to bond with it and so lose their reac-
tivity. Clay is an effective deactivator of tox-
ins contained in ingested food or foxins
produced by pathogenic bacteria inside the
gut. it is eaten by many parrots and ani-
mals of the Amazon in order to counter the
toxin contained in the plant leaves, nuts or
perries that they have fo eat.

Bacteriostatic and bactericidal sub-
stances are needed by all wild animals fo
suppress the growth of or kil the many dis-
aase organisms that they ingest. otherwise
their immune system will be overwheimed
in ne t#me.

My way of collecting sqil is to take a
bucket, walipaper siripper and a 20 cms
diameter plastic sieve having 5 mm
squared holes. § iy to pick a spot where
people do not walk thelr dogs and which
does not show signs of human aclivity.
which could mean weedkilier or pesticide in
the soll. | first mark out a 30 cms sguared
patch of soit. t remove any furf or scrape off
any dry leaves on top. | then hoe this patch
of soff with the wallpaper stripper uadil it is
nice and loose and remove the large
stores. | then scoop up this brown loose
soil and put itin the sieve.  shake gently so
that the small soil particies collect in the
bucket. A bucketfu! of soff lasts for months.
| would not advise you fo put this soit in a
container with a tight fitting Hd otherwise
mould may appear. { just cover the bucket
with a lid but keep a gap o alfow air fo go
inside. | always TEST OUY any new soil
that | gather one one or two hirds for at
ieast a week before | make it available to
the rest of my birds Thig is of crucial
importance as pesticides or industrial
processes can contaminate small areas.

Same goes when picking wild seeding
grasses. A longstanding breeder of
Goldfinches wrote that he had been col-
lgcting seeding grasses for his finches from
a certain spot for years but one year his
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birds all died after he fed them the grasses
which he had just picked from that spot. It
turmed out that some agricuitural workers
had sprayed the area nearby with insect-
cide #l So this shows that you cannot be
too careful.

Baked soif is useless. Wiid birds do
not gat baked soil. Do not mix soil with any-
thing. Put it in a plastic container for the
birds to gat. Store the soil in 2 plastic con-
tainer but cover it with a clean cotton cloth
s0 that it can breathe.

Chargoal deactivates toxins con-
tained in food or toxins produced by patho-
genic bacteria inside the gut. I grind it up in
a coffee mill and many birds love eating
this. In an odd way, | found that when |
supplied charcoal granules, the birds did
not seem to touch it. in powdered form,
they were very keen at sampiing # ¢

Eggshells. Of all calcium sources, my
finches voted this as Number Cne. Before
| discoverad eggshells, { used to give cut-
tiefish bone as a calcium source. One day
| casually threw inn an eggshei. The finches
fiterally climbed on top of each cther in
order to eat it { | stepped back and laughed
my head off because | really was not
expecling the birds to react like this over a
marg eggshell 11!

And thers | was thinking that all that cuttle-
fish bone was such a rich source of calci-
umiit These birds reacted ke a really
thirsty man in the desert would react to a
glass of clean water 11 | never saw them do
this with any other calcium source.

Oystershedt grit. All my finches love
this.

Cattle mineral powder or any inor-
ganic bird rminerat powders having caicium,
phosphorys, magnesium. sodium, man-
ganese, copper, zing, seienium. iodine and
cobalt.

Diatomaceous Earth (DE) &
extremely rich in frace minerals because it
is made from the sheils of sea crestures
called diatoms. There are many reports of
animais producing shinier feather or fur
when given DE.

Ondy use Food Grade Diatomaceous
Earth. Do not use the Diatomaceous karth
marnufactured as a swimming pool filtration
material on your pets. Diatomaceous Earth
is a very powdery kind of dust, so make
sure that you do not create any dust clouds
when using i, otherwise it coutd cause eye
ang iung irritation. Remember that even
whole wheat flour dust can cause eye and
lung irritation if you breathe enough of it.

Self medicating Substances,
antibiotics and wormers,

If you have a long lived parrot which is
insured, it is fine going to see a vet that
specializes in parrots. But this simply is not
practical with finches for most people.
When | buy finches, | guarantine them for 3
months. | have found that | do need antibi-
otics and wormers at the correct dose dur-
ing the quarantine pericd to reduce the
amount of bugs inside the birds. | have
found so far that if the hirds end up with
bugs outside their gastro intestinal tract,
then the self madicating substances that |
have used did not fully cure my finches.

Many times the birds ignore or eat
veary little of most of the seif medicating
substances that | have mentioned but
rather focus on only a few. Mowever when
the need arises, they will start consuming.
The finches in my free flying birdroom do
#us and they stay healthy. They do get
fiufled occasionally but they get tight feath-
ered again within a couple of days. It is
best to record what you observe into a bird
diary otherwise you wilt forget useful find-
ings such as what herbs are eaten by dif-
ferent finch species, sick or healthy.
encourage you to write articles about your
findings because this could also be impor-
tant for human health issues as weil.

i would also like to draw your attention
to two facts from widely different cultures.
Belgian. German and British pet animal
companies nowadays sell herbal products
aimed at suppressing bacteria, fungi. coc-
cidia and wortas in birds or to nutritionally
support the gram-positive bacteria in the
gut of birds.

Centenarian data from Azerbaijan in
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Central Asia that | have read confirms to
me the importance of supplying optional
acidic drinks, avian derived probiofics and
herbs at a#t fimes to our finches. it is amaz-
ing that there are thousands of ¢centenari-
ans in Azerbailan who remain fit fo the end.
They do not become bedridden invalids
fike we are used to seelng in geriatfic
wards in the West. And what they consume
is sour yogurt and gariic on a DAWY
BASIS. Sour yogurt of course contains pro-
biotics and weak acids. Gasdic 5 an al-
round health boosting herb. | myse¥f have
incorporated this knowledge into my dief.

Conclusion

i you have a tong tived parrot which is
insured £ is fing going lo see a vel
that specializes in parrots. But
this simply is not practicat
with finches for most
people.

| have found that
when | bought finches,
haif of them would be
sick and | learnt that %
herbs did not save them
tut  antibiotics and
antiprotozoat drugs did. The
reason for this | found is because herbs are
very slow acling compared fo antibiofics
and antiprotozoat drugs.

But afterwards, with the aid of natural
probiotics contained in insects, greenfood
and seeding grasses and my SMS's, the
finches became Guile fit.

if disease does hit the birds again, |
found that this was always due fo a water
hygiene problem and Trichomonas, a
water borme parasitic protozoan, was the
most difficedt pathogen {o deal with. | must
emphasize that | consider water hygiene
as being ESSENTIAL o keaeping finches
healthy. Any vessel conlaining water must
be repiaced every few days with another
one which has been scrubbed clean,
rnsed and soaked overnight in mild bleach
solution to eradicate any pathogens. | also
emphasize that access to bathing is
ESSENTIAL fo keeping finches not only

looking like show birds but psychologically
happy.

Unfortunately | do not know how miich
of what { am saying will apply fo hookbiils.
{ can only pass on what | have found out
with finches of about 20 different species
from all over the world, captive bred as well
as wild caught. | just love finches. They are
very cute

Special thanks 1o Debbie Myers, the
Arizonia Gouldian finch breeder who gave
me the vital clue of giving GSE solution as
an optional drink thereby letling the birds
choose the amount of antibacterial solulion

fo drink and medicate

themseives. | later extend-
ed this idea fo all other
self medicating sub-
stances that | use now.

b Thiv article was first
uploaded on the inter-
et at Holisthivd.com in the

Files Seetion on Mowday, 16 December
2002 wid thiv was acknovledged in Muessage
FRIATEIN
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" We trust Quality Cages,
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Linda & KJ Brow
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Divided Breeder Cages

The “Gold Standard” of divided breeder cages!
Three sizes available. Comes with both wire and metal
cage dividers. Easily converts (o a flight cage. Flip
screen secures birds inside when tray is ouf; trays re-
move independently. Available in natural galvanized,
or, white or black powder coat finishes. Can be stacked
on optional welded stand. Fally Assembled.

Quality Breeding Cages
Another favorite of breeders! These cages have two
spring-toaded seed cup doors, a perch and two seed cups
included. They are shipped fully assembied, and are avail-
able galvanized, or powder coated in white or black (as
shown in photo). Shown on optional stand.

Flight Cages
Quality Cage is famous for flight cages in many
sizes. Custom orders? No problem. Cages can be
stacked. Fulty Assembled.

With so many sizes and styles now
available, call for a new catalog!

Quality Cage Company
594'21;} KT Ave., Portland, OR 97266
f;{;i) double- LQF!Q—!EfE Rokled_. hemmed 0 l i igg(e}% )( gggz 276602';2336
clipp g}a comers. heat-treated edges for safety SR RA

fo smooth-  lafches and & easy cleaning. WWW.q ua ‘ ltycage.COm

fnished edges.  springs.

Why Quality Cages are hetter ...
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The Tanimbar, Tri-coloured

or Forbes Parrot Finch
(Erythrura tricolor)

By Gary McCrae

**All Rights Reserved™™

infroduction

A fult colowr picture of an adult To-
coloured parrotfinch in an avicultural mag-
azine was all it ever fook to promole the
specigs to my wish fist. One day they
wouid be mine, | thought, one day!

Well. that day duly arived and sl
today the Tr-coloured parrotfinch holds a
special place in my aviaries. #s beauty. #s
hardiness and #s willingness o breed. all
combine to make the species a must- have
for those aviculturists wanbing to take that
next step.

Description and Sexing

Rather than subject you to my
attempts at describing this spedies and the
sexes. | will allow the pictures fo speak for
themselves!

Forbes Juvenile

% Forhes
Pair

1 (Male on

<1 Left)

. w'é FPhetas

A QGaer

MeCrae

Editor s Note: Ieegret that we we naable 1o
provide color photos which weidd be so
helpfid here. Foches are sexpally dimocphic,
but wide vaciability in hen coloration and the

Sfaet that the blue beeast coloc intensifies and

spreads with age ia both wales and fencales
caa make sexing them problemedic,  Soue
heas can develop color almest eqaal 10 that
of @ male. The male has o gorgeous blie
color exteading complerely over the wndee-
paris. 1 atd over the head and well down
the nape. The bine color an the fende aoc-
neatly does nor extend as fae but ean with
cge and nmnder some {ighting cqual that of
some mofes. Both sexes have green backs.,
with red on their tails. Juvenife Foches are
completels ohifl shades of green often with a
blue wash ander some fighting. Thank vou to
US. Forbes breeder dosi Browning for pro-
vidiag this desceiptioa for «s.

Housing

in my aviaries the Tri-coloureds are
currently housed in single pairs as partof a
mixed collection. The aviares are nominal-
iy 5 metres long by im wide and approxi-
mately 2 metres high. Generaily the two
metres at the front of the aviary is wire with
the remaining three metres being a shel-
tered section. which remaing open only at
the front. The shellered section is lined with
plywood and has insulation baits wedged
between the ply and the external corrugat-
ed #ron walls in an attempt {o overcome our
stifling summer heat (>400C} and winter
chills {<00C).
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Nesting sites are supplied in the form
of Budgerigar type nest boxes and dried
brush. which is firmiy fixed to the walls of
the sheltered section. Natural plant growth
is virtually non-existent. Floors consist of
naturat earth.

Aviary or cage size shouid not be a
deterrent to anyone wishing to keep and
breed this species. for significant numbers
of birds are produced each year from
cages as small as the standard canary
breeding cabinet!

The Trcoloureds are housed with
many different spacies including Blue-
capped cordon blues. Red-cheeked cor-
don blues. Orange-cheeked waxbills. Red
strawberries, White-eared masked finches.
Yeliow-rumped munias, Double bars and
Painted firetails. | have even housed them
with Red-faced parrot finches at times. and
have never seen the cocks of either
spacies show the slightest interest in the
hens of the opposite species.

One species | would not house with
the Tri-coloured parrotfinches would be the
Blue-face parrotfinch, for | feel crosshreed-
ing would definitely occur. Another species
| am reluctant to house them with would be
Dybowski's Twinspots. My attempt at hous-
ing these species together in an aviary of
dimensions S-mefres by S-metres square
almost ended in disaster with the cock
Twinspot immediately fatching onto the Tri-
coloured parroffinch hen's wing and heav-
ing her from side to side until my timely
intervention. Whether or not other pairs of
Tri-coloureds and Dybowski's Twinspols
would have co-existed in harmony | do not
know. but | decided that it wasn't worth the
riski

Feeding

All the finches in my aviaries are fed a
premium finch seed mix supplied by a local
seed merchant. Each day all birds are fed
Lebanese cucumber. mealworms, mag-
gots, and soaked seed to which is added a
mix of John Alers soft food mix and
Passwell's finch soft food. Green food. in
the form of Couch grass seeding heads. is
fed whenever available.

This diet is fed pretty much ail vear
round but the amounts fed vary according
to the goings-on in the particular aviary.
Aviaries with birds doing very little in terms
of breeding are fed greatly reduced quanti-
ties whereas aviaries with birds feeding
young are fed increased quantities.

In listing al the various feeds my birds
are given, | believe the Tri-coloured would
rear young on just dry seed. such is their
willingness to reproduce! However. |
believe that the rigours of nesting would
soon take its toll on the parent birds fimited
{0 such a dry seed diet. eventually resulting
in a greatly reduced willingness to nest and
produce young.

Breeding

The sight of the male pursuing the hen
is the sign that ali keepers of the Tri-
coloured parrotfinch love to see. Without it
the keepers will remain just that. keepers
and not breederst

In fypical Parrotfinch fashion. the mate
commences his mating rituat by regularly
pursuing the hen until. in an ideal wosld. he
catches up with her, hangs onio the back of
her head or neck and then copuiates!

However, more often than nol, the
chase ends with the male losing interest
and waiting for another opportune moment.
This regular chasing is not entirely fruittess
as it also serves the purpose of giving both
the hen and cock birds the necessary exer-
cise to bring the birds into prime breeding
condition.

Once the male has either formed a
hond or matad with the hen he commences
nest buliding. For my birds this ocours in
either a typical Budgerigar nest box or in
brush, predominately in the higher areas of
the aviary. The cock bird continuously car-
rigs nesting materal. which in my aviaries,
consists of couch grass. coconut fhre.
shredded Pampas grass heads and Emu
feathers. 1o the nest site. Here. he either
passes the material fo the hen that sits
inside the nest or places it inside the nest
mmsell. Typically & nest is completed with-
in two to three days.
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Egg laying usually commences a cou-
ple of days after the nest is completed.
One egg is iaid each day for up to six days.
with young and older hens tending to have
clutch sizes of three fo four eggs.
Incubation. | believe, commences after the
laying of the fourth egg and continues for
approximately 13 days.

An interesting note with Tri-coloured
parrotfinches is that for the three o four
days preceding the hatching of the eggs.
both parents sit tightly in the nest until the
young hatch. with the birds then reverting
to the one-off. one-on method of most non
cup shaped nest building finches. In my
experience this has proven o be an excel-
lent guide as fo when the young have
hatched. Ferllity and hatching rates in
some pairs is exceptional and on occa-
stons aff six eggs have hatched whereas
other pairs regulardy hatch only two or three
chicks.

Nest inspection. including egg and
chick handling has never. to my knowl-
edge. resulted in nest desertion.

The chicks are fed in typical finch
fashion and leave the nest at helween 18
and 2% days. Upon fledging. the young
quickly become used o their new sur
rounds and within & week are scooting
about the aviary with the agility of adulg
birds.

Weaning takes approximately three
weeks, during which time the parents are
usually back on eggs. In some cases i
have had the parenis feeding two iols of
young - those newly hatched and those
nearing the completion of weaning. The
young. once fully weaned. are removed to
the holding cages where they a left to
eotour up 1o maturity,

Young birds attain adult plumage af 2
to 4 months of age and | have had them
reproduce successiully at 6 months of age.
Breeding can. and does. take place at any
time of the year.

Tips and Hints
Obesity
The first real probiem | encountered

with the Tri-coloured parrotfinch was one of
obesity. Being my prized gems | felt obliged
0 give them iols of the best of everything.
A silly mistake as i furned out to be.
Mature birds in the prime of their lives lay-
ing nest afler nest of infertile eggs. There
had to be a reason for it!

Close inspection of the cock and hen
birds revealed the telitale sign of obssity -
a yeiiow cotoured fat deposit just above the
vent. Whilst not posing too much of a fertil-
ity problem in the hen birds. in the cock
birds it prevents the necessary cloacal con-
tact to ferilize the eggs. in addition, the
obesity problem reduces the cock bird's
propensity to pursue the hen to submission
as welt as suppressing his nest building
degires.

inittally the yellow coloured fat
deposits proved very difficult fo eliminate,
Dieting. by placing the birds on a white mil-
iet and red pannicum seed mix and water,
worked for the odd bird but not the majori-
ty. The problem of obesity was finally efim-
inated by fiying ali the Tri-coloureds togeth-
er in a colony whilst they were maintained
on the white millet and red pannicumn seed
mix along with some greens and. of
course. fresh water. As the diet took its tolh.
the birds became lvelier and began
harassing each other. further accelerating
their weight loss program! The birds were
pi#t back into avianies as single pairs once
the area above the vent had returned o it
natural dark fiesh ¢olour.

Hatching and Rearing

Once one comes o understand the
nature of the Tri-coloured parrotfinch it can
be said that they make excelient parents.
Being a bird of the tropics. where nights
are quite temperate. they cease to brood
the chicks at night from as early as eighi to
teny days of age. When my first pairs com-
menced breeding in Septernber and
October. the nightly temperatures rarely
dropped below 15 degrees. The chicks
were reared successfully giving me the
impression "How easy is this?¥"

Summer came with #s hot tempera-
tures and fow humidity and away went the
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hatch rates of the eggs. The egys were fer-
tite but simply the chicks were not getling
out of the ogys. After consuitation with sev-
eral prominent Parrotfinch breeders, it was
suggested that approximately 3-4 days
before the eggs ware due to hatch approx-
imately 3ml of water be placed down the
side of the nest but within the nest box o
increase the humidity. The results were
excelient with hatch rates back up to what
they were before the onset of our hot dry
SUTHErs.

The next problem reared its head
upon the commencernent of winter. The
birds confinued to nest and haich young
only 1o lose them at 8-10 days of age. They
were found dead in the nest, stone coid
with full crops. Clearly the parents had
done their job and reared them as their nat-
ural instincts dictated, but the Mother
Natura where the birds now resided was
not the Mother Nature of thelr ancestors!
With the birds wanting to breed over winter
the options were o split the pairs up or
devise a reliable, easy and cheap system
of providing some form of heating once the
parents had ceased brooding.

After some trial and error, | found that
the best method was to fit a 25W globe into
a typical down-light holder and then #it this
to the base of the nest box construcied
from 8-8mm MODF. This light system was
then hooked up to an elecirical fimer swilch
and programmed 0 come on as required.
For nest boxes made from 15mm pine a
different method was required to increase
the temperatures within the nest box 1o one
which would see the chicks survive the
cold nights. This involved the consiruction
of a box of similar dimension to the nest
box, which housed two 25W globes and
could be attached to the nest box in ques-
tion. Again the Eghis were hooked up to an
efectrical timer switch and programmed 0
come on as required.

Disadvantages with such systems are
that the electrical timers can lose time
shiould the power be switched off and light
giobes do fail! The second system of two
25W globes alieviates this to an extent by
having two globes but | am doubtful that &

Suppler nside View
Photo ©Gary MeCrae

. zzpplea1‘aﬁ§a¥ Heat Box - Assembled
Phote ©@Gary McCrae

25W giobe would provide sufficient heat
through the two layers of 12mm pine {i.e.
bottom of nest box and top of “light com-
partment”}. My recommendations would be
{o construct something along these dnes
and then enhance it as deemsd appropri-
ate for your individual siluation.

Hybridisation

i is generally considered that the pur-
chase price of a hen Tri-coloured parrol
finch is approximately 80-90% of the pur-
chase price of g palr. With cocks being rel-
afively common a number of unscrupuious
ang desperate breeders have resorted {0
putting cock Tri-coloureds to Bhie-faced
parrotfinch hens resulting in worthless
hybrids. These birds then often find their
way onio the bird market and are pur-
chased by newcomers to the species.
Forfunately these hybrids appear sterile
and s0 cannot poliute our pure strains of
Tri-coloured parrotfinches.
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When purchasing birds, buy from rep-
utable sources of involve someong who
knows what they are looking at. That was
the way | approached if. and not once did |
acquirg 2 hird of dubious ofgins.

Mutations
Tri-coloured parrotfinch mutations are

L
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beginning to appear in Austraian aviaries.
Ones which | have been able to verify
include pastel, witino and a blacl-eyed yel-
tow. Current information of the genstic
inhertance of these mutations is either
neonciusive or unknown.

join us.

The New York
Finch & Type Canary Club

{Supports the Goals of Both NFSS & AFA4)

We meet the second Sunday of every month (Except July &
August} and have a Feather Show in June (for young bred

& banded birds) and a large Annual Show in October. Qur
President 1s an NEFSS Judge and we have many outstanding
breeders in our group. For friendship, fun, & education,

Contact: Stan (718) 967-6899 (barstand@ aaahawk.com)
Nizam (Pres.) (718) 835-8594
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And the Winner
iy....

Eight-year-old NFSS member
Sadison Hoenes, here with
NFSS Judge Miki Sparzak,
- and Madison's winning Owl
Finch at the Greater Pitis-
hburgh Cage Bird Society's
show on  November 1si
Madison's Owl won over 53
birds entered.

Miki Sparzak wrote, "What a
surprise it was for me 1o open
the best in show ag and find
out the winning Owt belonged
io this lighe girl. Words can't
exprass how i felt. This is cer-
tairdy ..."What it's a# about".

| ke knowing that children like
this will casry on our wonderful
iove for birds. Al our work has
not been in vain,

Mousebirds In Aviculture

By Kateri J, Davis
141 Page Soficover Book with
12 Color Pages of Photos.

Completely covers the care,
diet, housing, and breeding of
pet and aviary mousebirds!

Only $24.95
add $3.85 shipping
{CA also add 7.75% tax)

Send check or money order to:

BIRD The A ite kind!

Birdhouse Publications 1‘ he m?%y book of its kind!

P (). Box 66051 Send for your copy today.
Website:

Sacrumento. CA 93860
Q16-487-2478

hitpimembers.anl.combirdhonschooks
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Photo Courtesy ©Sally Huniington
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Mannikin (Lonchure castaneothorax)”, MIG3.

« (jabel. Roddy, "Breeding Rufous-backed
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Mannikins™, JF8Y.

MASKED GRASSFINCHES

« Koontz, Hal M., "Breeding the Masked
Oirassfinch™, MARG,
« Hryant, Harry, “The Masked Grassfinch™. JFO9
[RENKEN
ORANGE CHEEKS

« Tilghimun, Levin, "Brecding Omange Cheeks™
SOUS,

OLIVE FINCHES

« Burge. ivian, “Breediug the Olive Finch”
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eared Waxhill”, 8094,
« Hinze. kin, "Success with Biack-runiped {Red-
egred} and Rosy-rumped Waxhills™, 83004,
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« Petrie. Robert 8., "Breeding the Red-eared
Waxhiil”, 5004,

« Photographs, 5094,

« Mittman. Diane, “The Delightfu] Red-eared™,
SO94.

« Sinclair, Waltraud ¢ Anna), “Egg Food Recipe™,
MIUS,

« Walker, Katherine B., “Bird Room Plants
Anyone?”, JARD.

REDHEAD FINCHES

«Lody, Bm, "Red-headed Weaver Clutch
Hatched Uinder Sovieties”, M#94,

« Petrie, Robert 8., "The Problematic Redhead™,
95

RINGNECK BOVES

» Patrick, Candice. “Learning About Ringneck
Dioves™. MAGS.

« Patrick, Candice “Lesrning About Ringneck
Doves”™. M/ 98

SAFFRON FINCHES

« Vance, Patrick, "Keeping and Breeding the
Saffron Finch™, MJ93

SERINS

« Cabral, Demise, “Some Afvican Serins”, MASG.
« Hinze. fan, “Serins, The ldeal Cage Birds”™,
SO0,

SHAFTTAILS

« “Official Shatttail Standard”, NDE7.
« Koontz, Hal M., “Breeding the Shafail™, JASG,
SILVERBILLS

« Von Raesfeld, Marty, “¥he Pearl-headed
Sibverbdl”, SOG4

SISKINS

» Cahow, Mary and Kevin Gorman, “An
invitation to the Red Siskin Recovery Praject™,
HEF R

« Hansen, Pauks, “The Red Siskin Project™,
SG03.

+ Laird, Dale, "The Venezushin Red Siskin™,
SG95.

« Patterson, Y vonnae, “The Red Siskin Project”,
M4,

« Patterson, Y vonne, “Red Siskin Swnmit *937,
MAGE,

. Roche, Tim, "The European Siskin”, ND95.

« Schmid, Randolph E., AP Writer, “Rare Bird
Population Found in South America”, JAD3.

SOCIETY FINCHES

+Official Sociery Finch Standard”, 10/84.

»Official Revised Society Finch Standard”
(approved by Beard 2763}, SO,

< Proposed Revisions to the Soclety Finch
Standard . JFGE, 3094,

« “Proposed Society Finch Standaed™, 7/84,

« Astor. Wilkun, "How to Condition Two Society
Finch Cocks to incubate and Foster Rear on
Cue™, IAGE,

» Beginner, “How to Sell Society Finches (and

Computers)”, MAS]3,

« Deacon, Wanda, “Our Littke Captain Marvel™.
MABS,

« Glanferrara, Rose, "Society Finches and
Fostering”', NDS4

« Hemenway, Kristing, “The Champ™, JASZ.

« Latham. Lyon "D Bit” M98

- National Bengalese Fanciers Association,
“N.B.EA. - Questions and Answers™, NDBS,

«» Photograph, MASS, NS4,

« Shipway, Mark, A Misguided Belief to
Dispel™, MAD3,

« Sinclair, Waltraud (Anna}, “A Diamond in My
Aviary™, MAS3.

+ Stahiman, Gail, “Ode to the Pauper of Finches”™.
NDE9.

« Tudor, Bethany, “In Praise of Society Finches™,
MAGS,

« Warburion, Hm, “"Euro Societies™, JFG3

SPICE FINCHES

« Clear, Dr Val, “The Indian Spice Bind”, 8085,
+ Shipway, Mark, “Scaly Breasted Munia
{Lonchira punciidaial”, SOB3,

STAR FINCHES

«Proposed Star Finch Standard™, JF9L, reprinted
95,

+ Cigroda, Luis, “The Two Races of the Star
Fineh™, MADGO,

« Parlee. Bill, “Star Finches™, JF85,

« Timmons, Ed "My Stars”, MJ&5.

« Vaughn, Datden W, “New Mutation? Old
Mutation? Oh, My Stars!™, JA%.

STRAWBERRY FINCHES

« Clear, Do Val, “Strawbesty Finches”, JERS,

« Moore, George, “Strawberry Finches Present
¥Fine Experience”, S093.

« Oia, Linda, “Strawberries: Avoid Egg Binding
with Warsnth and Diet”, SO93,

TWINSPOTES

« Joyner, Geoff, “Breeding Dybowski Twinspots
i Cage and Aviary™ NDYS,

VIGLET-EARED WAXBILLS
« Cieesey, Brends, "Raising Violet-ears”, JA8T.
WEAVERS

« Baifour, Stuart, “The Orange Weaver - An
Exceptionally Aggressive and Industrious Bird™.
MiA U8,

« Laird, Dale, "Dennis Weaver is Alive and Weil
in Oriando, Florida™. M3,

« Photograph, MI9S,

» Russo, Monicn, "African Weaver Finches™.
MIE3,

WHYDAHS

» Brecoteau, D AL E. “Parasite-Host
Relationships”™, JF86.

« Decoteau. Dr AL “Those Inferesting
Whydahs™, 10/84.

« recoteau, D AL B “Whydihs: Parasite-Host
Relationships™, MASS
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« Garcia, Luis. “Paradise Whydah: The Challesge
of & Lifetime Almost Comes True™, MI96,

« Sproule. Mark, “Maore on the Viduing
Whydahs”. JA%4.

ZEBRA FINCHES

<Official Zebra Finch Standard™, 11284

« Beckham, Roy, “Aviculture’s Wild Zebra - The
Timor Zebrs Finch {Taeniopygia guttata gutia.
mr, MIE.

» Beanett, John, “Breeding English Zebras™,
MEIR3.

« Clear, Dy, Val, “The Zebra Finch™, NS5,

« Collins, Barbara H., “In Praise of the Zebra
Fineh™ (poem}, S094.

« Finch Man, "8reeding Zebra Finches”, 3092,

« Lamdry, Garnie, “Zebra Finch Mutations™,
MASER,

« Miiler, Lisa, “Lefty, The One-Legged Zebra
Finch", MG

« Moase, Vincent. "Breeding the ‘Irish Stock’
Zebra Finch™. MAR9D.

« Netsen, Frank, “The Biack Faced Zebra Finch™,

MiA U8,

« Novickas, Bill, “Breeding Exhibition Zebra
Finches™, MABL.

« Parlee, Bill, “Zebrs Finches: Part One”, MIB6.

« Parlee, Bill, *Zebra Finches: Part Two™, JABG.

« Parlee, Bifl, “Zebra Finches: Part Three™,
WDEG.

« Rogers, Cyril, “Yellow-besked Zebras and
Other New Varieties”, MIE7T.

« Rood, Tom. “A Decade With the English
Zobea”, MAS4,

« Wigmore, Martha, “A Big Welcome fora
Friend in the Fancy™, JF99,

« Wilson. Mary K., “The Joy of Pet Guality
Birdg”, 3001,

: SAY
in order of publication date:

« Koontz, Hat M., "Specialization - You Owe it o
Aviculture”, JFB6.

« Kopecky, Norm, “NFE Breeding
Encouragement Program: NFS Member
Viewpoint”, SG86,

s Parlee, Bitl, Hal b Koontz and Norm
Kopecky, “"NFS Captive Breeding Program”,
NIEs.

» Partee, Bill, “FINCHSAVE 15 2 Reality”, SO87,

« Clear, [r. Val, “An Open Letter to the Editor on
Iimporting Birds and FINCHEAVE™, NDET,

« Koontz, Hal M., "FINCHSAVE™, NSRS,

« Brissette, Jeff "My Thoughts on FINCH-
SAVE". MISO.

« O, Linda, “Portrai of 3 FINCHSAVE
Prector”, JAGE

«UHa, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Questions and
Answers”. NDYI.

«Oia, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Report™. NDS L

«EHa, Linda, "New FINCHSAVE Outline as
Proposed 11917, NDSL,

«On, Linda, "NFS§" FINCHSAVE Prograny™,
M2,

»Ofa. Linda. “FINCHSAVE Report 67927, JAY2,

+ O, Linda, “FINCHSAVE Report”, 5092,

« G, Lincda, “FINCHSAVE Report 17427,
ND92Z

« Gia. Lnda, “FINCHSAVE Participating
Species”, MAYZ,

«Oia, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Report™, MASS,

« {33, Linda, “"FINCHSAVE Report™ 1493,

«Oda, Linda, “FINCHSAVE Breeding Successes
1992 193,

«{ia, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Structure™, S093.

«{da, Linda, "FINCHSAVE DefinitionPurpose™.
50493

«Oia, Linda, "FINCHSAVE For You!™, JIF94.

«Oja, Linda. “FINCHSAVE Participating
Species”, MASE,

« Opa, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Program- Definition
& Purpose”, IASS,

«“FINCHSAVE Softbill Group 1993 Annual
Breeding Repost Results™ NDO.

» “FINCHSAVE Australtan'Parrot Finch Group
1993 Annual Breeding Report Resultg™, 3193,

«CFINCHSAVE PROGRAM", JAST,

« FinchSave Conymittee. “Breeder Pullowt Card™

3098
FLOCKING TOGETHER .,
(QUESTIONS & ANSWERS)

. 15t appearance M9, and each issue thereafter

FOSTERING

« Agtor, Willtans, “How to Condition Tweo Soctety
Finch Cocks to Incubate and Foster Rear on
Cue™, JAB3,

« “Special Focus Section”, NDU4,

« Aleman, Jose, “Reasons for Fostering”, ND94,

« Gianferrera, Rose, “Soclety Finches and
Fostering™, ND94,

« Koontz, Hal M., “Foster Raising Austeatian
Finches”, MABT.

« Gija, Linda, "Breeding Finches-Fostering™,
NEXOD.

FUN AND GAMES

« Buttler, Parn, "Finch and Softbill Search-n-
Fund™, MASY.

« 2 Agata, Jerry, “Hducational Puzzle”, MARS.

« MeCoy, Kerrt, “Roost and Relaxation™, #F 98,

« Read. Nancy A, “Enter The Great National
Finch Pursuit Contest™, JARS,

« Reed Nancy AL, "Winners of the GNFEPR
Contest™, MARG,

« Sherman. Laura, “Finch Word Sesrch™, JARL

GENETICS
« Cruce, Robert £ "Genetics 17, JFG3,
» Cruce. Rebert £, “Genetics 37, M3

« Garcin, Luts. “The YeHow Body Gouldinn
Gene”, 5004,

HEA N

« Avres. Matlene, “Warning About Wool!™,
MAGI,

» Bauck, D Louse, “Finch Medicine Update™,
JFO5. MADS, MBS NDUS,

» Baum, Lawrence L. DVM. A Comparison of
Tvermechin Administration Methods in Finches
amd Canaries™, $OG3,
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« Castaner, Ron, “Antibiotics Used For Finches™
5086

« Doneley, Hob, B, “Clear Eggs™, SOO9R

« Friddie, David, Dr., “Atr Sac Mites” I'F 98

« CGiibson. Les, “Deep Throat Swab (or Lung
Mites)™, JFG2,

« Gibson, Les, "G bay, Mites!”, 3792,

« Grossman, Earl R "Egg-binding Symptoms
and Treatment”, MABO.

« Heesen, Caroll "Egg Binding”, JAYS,

+ Humane Society News, "How to Ideniify The
Poisonous Plants That Can Hurt Your Pets™,
NDRS.

« Jenking, DLVM., Jeffrey R.. “Aspergitiosis™,
1452,

+ Jones, Alan K., Byeithied, MRCVS, “infrared-
Introduced Carcinoma in an African Grey
Parrof”. M3,

« Kelly, Naney L, “lron Storage Disease”™, 5094,

« Koontz. Hal M., “Hal Koontz on Milk
feeding”™. JFET.

« Rosskopf, VM. Walter, “Pet Avian
Emergency Care”, MIS2.

« Thorschmidt, Don, “Doing Your Own Cultures
and Saving Lives”. JA9,

« Thorschmadt. Do, "Succeessfud Cure of Star
Gazang/ Twirkling”, 5093,

« Thorschimide, Don “Successfisl Cure of
Stargazing/ Twirling”, SO98

«Wangler, RB. “Insecticides and Your Birds™,
MASS,

«Worell, DOVIM., Amy, “Phiebotomy for
Treatment of Hemochromatosis in Two Sulfur-
breasted Toucans™, MAY2,

INDEX

«The NFS Bulletin Cumulathve Index” through:

« JandFeb 86, JEBS.

« Jan'Feb *87, JERT,

« daniFeb "88. JFBE.

« QctiNoviDec “88, JF89.

+ NowiDee *89, JF90,

« Bep/Oet 90, JFSI.

« Novirec *94, 192,

« Nov/Dec *92, 3793,

» JaniFeb “94, MASH.

« May/fune 95, JADS,

« NoviDecHT, NDIT

« Nov/Dec9, ND98

+ “The NFS Bulletin Comulative Index - by
Author” through Jan'Feb 1994, 3JA94,

JUDGING

« 1994 Revision o NFSS Apprentice Judge
Program”, 8044,

«Changes 1o Judges Handbook™, JFB6.

« “Changes to Judges Handbook™, MASS,

« ludges Panel - st discussion of the idea”.
TR

Cudges Panel (with only three judges)™ st
bsting HH84,

«ludges Paned TO83 {including 13 judgesy”,
MARS.

» “Revised Version of the NFS Apprentice Judge
Program™, NI, 3092, ND92, JF3, MI94.

» Anchor, Charlie, “A Judge’s Comments”, SORT.

« Brizsette, Jeff. “The Importance of Standards™.
NDES.

« Hoffman, Ion, "An Open Letter to AH NES
Members™. NDBG.

« Hoppin, Steve. A Libor of Love? You Bet!™,
MIS6.

« Laird, Dale, “Judging: From an Exhibitor’s
Perspective”, MADT,

« Parlee, Bil, “Best in Show Judging: The
Possibifities”, SOB6.

« Reed MNancy AL "Questionnaire to NFS
Judges”, JABG.

«Rood, Tom, "Report of Judges Clinic”, ND935

« Rood, Tom, ““laking a Closer Lock” on
Apprenticing”, SO%2.

« Rood, Tom, "Showing is More Than Just
Showing™. J'F 98.

+“The NFSS Apprentice Judge Prograny”, JARS.

+ Wigmore, Martha, “Have You Considered
Judging?”, Mi94,

« Wigmore, Martha, “The Trembling Perch: A
Judge's Caytionary Tale”, MASS,

« Wigmore, Martha. “Young Birds Take Honors
at Specialty Show™, ¥F 98,

- Wigmore, Martha, “Meeting Your Fricods on
the NFSS Judges Panel”, MH3.

see alse skandards

in order of publication date:

«MAlert: Legistative News of Interest”, MASS.

«Adert: Legislative News of [nterest”, MIBS.

~ A¥A_ “Fact Sheet Relating to Laws Which
Would Prohibit the Sale of Wild Caught Forgign
Birdy™, NDEA.

« “News of Interest™, MJE7,

«“Conservation News Alert: Australia”, JF90,

« Clubb, DVM., Susan and Jorgen B. Thonsen
ML, “Future of Avian Imports in the U.87,
NEYH),

« Geesey, Brenda, “An Editorial Regarding the
#ills Now Before the House and Senate”™, JAS],

«“Amendment in the Nature of 2 Substitute fo
HR 5013 Offered by Mr. Swdds™, JAY2,

« Geesey, Brenda, “Legislative Update™, NDO2,

< Wild Bind Conservation Act of 19927, ND9Z,

« Gieesey, Breada. “Common Names of Species
Linder Quota”. NDG2,

« Giustafson, Mary, “A Corrected and Updated
Version of the Appendices”, MAS3.

- Huntington Audubon Society, "Break Up Wild
Bird Trade”, MAD3,

« Geesey, Brends, “Editor’s Comments re:
Hunatington Audubon Society™. MAD3.

+ 1. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service. “Proposed Rule
Implementing the Wikd Bird Conservation Act
of 19927, 8093,

- Wigmore, Martha, “impact of the New
Legistation”, MAYS,

« LS. Fish and wildlite service, "WBCA of (992
- summary of effects”™, MASY,

« Wigmore, Martha, “Proposed Regulations
Under WBCA; Published 3717947, M4,

« Wigmore, Martha, “Clearing tip
Misunderstandings: A Court Order First

NFES Jowrnal Budox to Artfefos - 1984 thvongh 2043
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Jowrngd of the National Finch & Sefibilf Socien:

Cooperative Breeding Program Applications™,
Jasdq

« UK, Fish and Wildhfe service. “commonly
asked questions by bird owners and breeders™.
FAO.

« Anchor, Charlie. "No More Birds in Captivity”.
ND94.

« Wigmare, Martha, “Final Regs; Yet More t0
Cone - Wartch!™, JFO5,

« “Speciat Focus Section”, MJ9S,

« MeCawley, Jerry, "NFSS Attends USFWS
Meeting on WBCA™, M35,

« “Potential Addressees for Your Letters About
the WRCA", M5,

« MeCawley, Jerry, “Statement of the National
Finch and Sofbill Soctery™, MI95

« Anchor, Chartie, “Finch Breeders and Others™,
MIGS,

« Bryant, Harry, “NFSS Legislation News -
Muarch, 20037 MAGS.

» Wall, Genny. *Let’s Look At Using the Legal
Term “Ciuardian” Rather than Owner - Is This
Necessary or Even a Good 1dea?”. MAO],

+ Bryant, Harry, “NESS Legislation News -~ May,
20037 M3,

« "National Avian Welfare Alljance -
Organizational Meeting Notes™, JAD3,

[LERS TG FOR

+» Alten. Ginny, “An Open Letter to the NFSS
Membership”, IA07.

« Anichor, Charlie, * Points for Specialty Shows™.
MIST.

» Anchor, Charles, “Enghish Zebras?”, 5003,

« Baisden, Wade, "Hurricanes & Pet Birds, JF99
{44.46}%

« Gargig, Luis, “Update on g Gouldian
Chatlenge™, JF96.

« Huntington, Sally (., “A Letter to the
Membership”, MA9ST.

« Wigmore, Martha, “Dear Bditor-Man™, MJ97.

« Anson, Karen, “Finches Are Mot Just Golden -
A Vigit with Gene & June Miller™, JF95,

+ Archer. Ken, “Ramblings From a Bird Person”™,
N2,

« Auite, Russell, “Some Bird Prices During the
Thirty-four Year Period, 19441974 ¢or there-
ahouts)”, JF95

« Baisden, Wade, "Hurricanes and Pet Birds -~
Natural Disaster Relief Efforts for ad of
Aviculture”, JEG9.

« [epcon Wanda, “Cats. Kids and Birds™, NS5,

+ Dingemans, Matthew, “Full Finch Shop
Catalog Too Much for Every Jourmal fssue?”,
IAf3,

« Eisenhauer. Melissn, “Finches in the fast
Frontier™, b3,

« Gibson. Les, “Backyard Sanctuary™, M,

» Oibson, Les, “His Hobiness and the Little
Birds". JF9L,

« Gibson, §es, “Who Sang While Rome Burned™

NTFZ
« Heard, Joe, “Rocky Mountain High™ MAS],
« Hole, Robert B, )i, "The haportance of Dend
Hirds", MO9S,

« Hobmes, Helen, “Cats. Birds and Love™, MART.

« Kopecky, Norm, “The Community Aviary™,
MIB6.

« Marcotrigiano. Michaet, “A Plea for Updating.
Show Classes™, JAGY.

- Perkins, Shirley, "Plight of the Gouldians™,
JF92.

« Photographs - Gene & June Miller, JF93,

« Rasen, Matthew, ~Butterflies. Cananies Soar
Under Dome™, ONDRS.

« Sister Shiva Kumari, “Brother Sun, Sister
Finch™, NDE7.

« Smith, Dwight. "Aviculture in Puento Rico™,
SO

« Sparzak, Marion (Mikiy “Do Hookbills,
Finches and Sofihills Mix?™", 5090,

« Stone, Debbie, "Once Upen A time, in 3 Place
Calted Pittsburgh: The Pittsburgh Aviary™,
JF2.

» Underhill, Sally. “The Trip to Rajeigh”, 8055,

LOCAL CLUBS

« Adlen, Ginny, “lnterested in Forming a Bird
Chub? Let Us Help You!”, MAGL

« Binng, Hrian and Margaret, “The Zebra Finch
Society of Englandy Overseas Section”, MAY

« Bird Clubs of Virginia, “More on the Avign
Crisis in Florida™, S0982.

« Dewald, 1. David, "Support Your Local Club™,
MBS,

«Oja, Linda. “A Report From the Bird Clubs of
Virginia's Annual Convention™, MI92.

« Pire John, “What is 2 Dove Club?”, MAST.

» Rood, Tom, “Promoting Your Local Bird
Show'', MI95.

« Rood, Tom, “Remember Your Local Shows™,
5089,

» Wheeler, Neva, “Letter From South Florida
Avian Relief”. 5092,

» Wigmore, Martha. “Rarbecuing Finches™.
Mg,

MANAGEMENT
- SEE “CARE AND MANAGEMENT"
MEMBERSHIP
« “Congrataiations to NFSS® Top Reensiter - Julie
Duimstra”, MA9S.
« “NES Membership Application™, Tst appearance
JFE3.
« Armitage Jr., Russ, “Notes From Membership
Services”. JASE,
« Geesey. Brenda, “The Ides of March 19927
MIF3.
« Sparzak, Miki "Neow Hear This! A Message
From Membership Services™ JABL.
MEN -C

« F984 - [t fisting, 10/84,
«Jamuary 1983, 85

« Janmary P98BS, JFRO.

» FORG-B7, NDES,

« 1988, 388,

« 1989 MIRY.
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e FTE-192, MASBS,

« 1952604, MIBS.

« 2042710 JARS,

« 222-242. BORS,

« 243284 NDES.

« 284-301, 1FB6,

301343 MARG,

« 333-368, MIS6,

- J6B-386, JANG.

« 382409, 5086,

» #039-5¢K), ND36.

«S01-57H, PR

« 478-572 {and reassigned earlier #%) MAST.
Reanssigned #%, MIET, 573-578 (and reassigned
#%3, JABT. 378-618, SOB7. 618.7H0.
NDET.T00-743 {and reassigned #5), MARS,
T43-767, MIEB, 707-838, JASEE, 838.900.
GNDEE, Reassigned #5. JF89. 900-949 (and
reassigned #%), 8089, 9491065 {and reas-
signed #53, IFOG. 10661097, MASD. 1097-
LUT7, 3A90. FET7-1200 (and reassigned ),
SO90. 12011236 {and reassigned #'sy, JFIL.
2,222.2.356, MI94. 2,213, 2.221 and 2,365
2473, 5094,

NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL,

+ 1987 Organizasionat Plan™, JF87, H88.

+"A Survey of the Readership™, ND%4,

«Logo Design Contest”, JAY4,

< President’s Message”, included in nearly every
issue, Some messages are included below.

« Adarcon Je. Paud, “Notice of Trademark
Infringement”, SORY,

« Geesey, Brenda, “About The 1992-93
Handbook™, NID92,

« Cieesey, Brenda, “The 1st NFS Video is
Completed”, NID92,

« Geesey. Brenda, “The Caribbean Region! A
New NFS Regiont”, JAD3,

« Goesey, Brenda, "o The Members of NFS™,
NDY3.

« Laird Dale, "Who are Your Board Members?™,
MIG7,

« MeCawley, Jerry, “Shoptalk™, SOBS.

- Parlee, William, “A Message To Al Members™,
NDS3.

« Parlee, Wilhiam, "President’s Message™, 1985
NFS Show Catalog, MASS.

« Reed, Nancy A.. “Welvome to the NES”, 4/84.

» Travaicek, De Robert G, “Member Viewpoint
{Make NFS The Nattona] Finch and Softhili
Societyy”, JFgH,

« Wigmore, Mattha, "From My Flock to Yours™,
WE304,

NESS MEETINGS
BOARD MEETINGS
« st meeting - 41384 4/84,

L 310VRS. MAKS,
85, MISS,

FESABS & L IA1 /RS NDBS.
85, NIXS,

87, SBORT.
185, NDET.
- 313788, MASS.

« 671288, JASES.

« BHRE. JASER

+ 10/2/88, JASES.

« FE1/89, MASY.

+ 683, JARY,

« BI9RG, SORS.

» F171T:89 at NCBS, NDE9 Spring 199G by mail,
M0, 6/910, JAS0. 890, SO90. 11415906 &
11/16/90, NDSO. Bpring 1991 by mail,
JFOL.6/1, MIGLE/ST, IAVE11/9] at NCBS,
NDYL Spring 1997, MI92. 6/92, JAS2.~8/92 by
maid, SO92.E1/92, ND92. 1171893 at NCBS,
JF54.2/28/94 by mail, M¥94.526/94 and 802794
by mail, 5044, 9730:94 ar GABS, JF95.
11/17/94 at NCBS, JFO5. 2/17/95, M)95,
13/16/93, IFO6, T/15/95 by mail, 5095.9:24/95
by mail. NDO5, 19/10:496 ay GARBS, NDS6.
11/14/96 at NOBS, IF97,

o 4th Quarter, 2082, Board Meeting, 1703,

« 1t Quarter, 2603, Board Meeting. MAOL

« 2nd Quarter, 2003, Board Meeting. JAG3.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

« Ist meeting FI/17/84 at NCBS, IF85. 1171685
at NCBS, ND85.11/15/86 at NCBS, NDSG.
FIF17/88 3t NCBS, ONDBS.1 L4 at NCBS,
NDS1. 1192 at NCBS, ND92. 12193 ar
NCBS, JES4, 10/02/94 at GABS, JF935.
FIA19/94 at NCBS. JF93. 11/18/95 at NCBS,
IF96 F1716:/96 at NCBS, JF97 "NFSS Regions
Map™. JA95. "NFSS Members in Each State”,
IAGS "NEFSS Members in Each Region™, JADS.

« 2002 Gengral Membership Meeting, JF03.

S8 N OTES -
SEE ALSO “NFSS MEETINGS”

« “NFS News and Notes” - ist appearance.
ND8gs.

« Other appearances: ONDBE. JFES, JFo0,
MAGO, IR, P03 IR0, MAD, MIS4, JAY4,
SO04, NDGE TFSS, MAYS, MI95, JIA9S5,
SO93. K093, JF96.MAVS, Migh, 5096,

«Regional Roundup™ st appearance, I'F 98,
MADE. M:E OB, FAOR, S/098, NDYR

N N N
98T Oeganizational Plan™, JEBY, JFER,
NFSS PEQPLE

< i Memory of Phillip Shaw™, MIBS.

+ “Meet An NERS Birector: Julie Dubmsta™.
WEATG.

«“Meet The NFSS Board of Directors 1994057
AR5,

+ " Thanks, Denise!”, MADS.

+The Passing of Lawrence Srandt”, H¥9,
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Journal of the National Finch & Sofibill Socien:

« Aleman, Jose, "Congratulations!! on the NFSS
Fen Year Anntversary™. MJIS4,

- Anchor, Charlie, “A National Family™, 8094,

» Anson. Karen, “Finches are Not Just Golden -
A Visit with Gene and June Miller™, JF95,

« Bailey, Hm, “In Memory of D, Val Clear™,
5002,

« Binas, Brisn and Margaret, "Congratulations on
Your Tenth Anniversary™. J¥935,

« Clark, Janis. "A Visit to NFSS Repion 3 - Meet
Fanis Clark™, 303,

«Crabel Roddy, “Biographies of NFS Folks:
Ruodedy Gabel™, MASG,

+ Crabel. Roddy, “Biographies of NFS Folks: fon
Heffman™ MJ9I1.

« Giabel, Roddy, “Biographies of NFS Folks:
Jerry MeCawley™, 8Q99,

« (abel, Roddy, “Biographies of NFS Folis: Tom
Rood”, 809G,

« Geesey, Brenda, "An Introduction 1o Our
Newest Regional VI, Rafael {Pilo} Saurez”,
JAG3,

« Geesey, Brenda, “la Memory of George
Warren”, JFQ2.

« Geesey, Brenda, "Roddy Cisbel Receives AFa
Avy Award - US 1st Breeding Award for the
Fufous-hacked Mannikin”™, JASL.

« Harels, Clint, “A Visit to NFSS Region 4 - Meet
Clint Harrig”, MAO3.

+ Hoffman, Jon. “Ten Years of NFSS”, 5094,

+ Hoppin, Steve, “Meet NFS President Steve
Hoppn™, JF94,

« Hoppin, Steve, “Ten Years with NFSS™, NDO4,

« Logan, Tersy, “A Visit to NFSS Region 5 - hMeet
Terry Logan™, M3,

« Novickas, Bill, “in Fond Memory of Mr. Brian
Binas”, MAJS,

« O’ Connell, Roger, “A Part of a Life”. JAS4,

» 5a, Linda, “Portrait of a2 FINCHSAVE
Ehrector”, JAGE

« Parlee, William, “Tn Memory of Dr, Val Clear™.
5092,

+ Parlee, William, “NES Highlights a Member:
Karl and Peggy Kiine™. MJSE.

» Photographs - Gene & June Miler, JFO5.

« Rood. Tom. “NFSS - The First Ten Years™,
W94,

« Rubin, Linda 5. "in Remembrance of Jonathan
Beryl Hoffinan™, NEYO4.

« Smith, Dwight, “Avicubture in Puerto Rico™,
SO94.

» Wigmore, Martha, "Potatoe Ayes™. N3,

« Wigmore., Martha. “The Passing of Jon
Hoffman" (insert), 5094,

« Wigmore, Martha, “A Big Welcome for o
Friemd in the Fancy™ IF99.

« Laird. Dale and Edeen. "A Week in Parndise”
M9

« Andrus, Brent, ™A Man Without Gale™.
N9,

« Berreth, Jorry, “Claytons Dad™, M.

« Burtiegh, Harry, “Rafti’s Lost Love”™, MAYT,

« Collins, Barbara H., "Springtinee”™ (poem,
MAGS,

» Collins. Barbara H.. “Sunshine” (poem), SG95.

« Conser, Ray, "60 Minutes” and the Zoological
Society of San Piego”, MAGH

« Dingemans, Matthew, “Buying Birds”, MJO3.

« Droriz, John, “Bluebirds Are Coming Hack”,
MIBT.

« Buimstra, Julie, “Talking Finches™. NDO#

» Ciibson, Les, “Backyard Sanctuary”™, MIS1

« CGieibble, Carol. "The Bird Bug Bit Mef™, JA02.

« Hansen, Paula, "Bird Fever or My Aviary”™,
M.

« Hendry, PJ, "Finches T have Seen Around
Arisbane™. MAYT,

« Hole, Robert Jr. “The Importance of Dead
Birds™, M195.

« Hudson, Richard L., “Tough Furopean Bird
Laws Mean Litle When its Time for Dinner™,
MASD.

« Huntington, Vince, “Turkey Anvone? (NFSS &
the AFA Convendion)”, SO0,

« Huntington, Vince, “Why Do People Raise
Birds?”, NDOO.

» Huntington, Vince & Sally, “Mect the
Companton Finch™, ND3.

« Kroner, Kris, “Tis the Season.. For Throwaway
Pets”, JF09

« Leggett, Ray, “Chasing Wild Finches from
Brishune to Derby™, MASY,

« Marcotrigiano, Michael “Importing Society
Finches from Tokyo: The Procedure™, MO

« Marcotrigiano, Michael, “Too Many Birds for
Too Long?, NDGG.

« MeCoy, Kerni, “Edueation Department Series,
Part |1 Traveling Outside the US with your Pet
Bird™. MAD.

» Moraies, Rich, "A Letter to the Membership™.
NIXOG6,

« Bd Cravens, “A Safe Haven”, JiF 98,

« Reynolds, Cathertne. “The Kindness of
Strangers™. NG,

« Shipway, Mark, “Finches and the Asian Bird
Trapping Market™. MJG3,

NUTRITION

+ Astor, Witliam, “Finch Self Medicstion” ND33.

« Black, Robert, “Biets for Finches and Softhills
— Simple or Complicated?”, ND(4).

« Black, Robest, “Vitamin A ~ A Common
Deficiency™, MADL

« Black, Robert, “Labeling. Protein Content, and
Water™, MJOL.

« Black, Robert, "Carbohydrates: The Good and
Bad Points™, JAGL

«» Biack. Robert, “Protein for Finches snd
Softhills™, NI

« Black. Robert, “Vitamin [ for Finches and
Sofihills”, MAO2,

«Casey, James R, “Food for Thought™, NDOG.

« Bezern, Kathy, “The Natitional Value of Eggs
and lncidencePrevention of Sabmonella
Infection”, MALH).

« Holland, Glen, “Hand Rearing Estrildids™,
SO0

« Petrie, Robert, “Protewn Reguirements™ MASG.

NESS Jowrnal Index 1o drticlex - 1984 theoueh 20013
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« Petrie, Robert, "Calcium, Phiosphorus &
Vitamin DI” Mi06,

G e

EHOTOGRAPHS

« A Visit with Gene and June Miller™, (43 JF95.

« Assorted Finches”, MASS.

«"Being at the Show can Feel Pretty {ood”,
S5

« "Best Zebra and Society Finches in Show at the

2nd Annual AH Zebra and Society Fiuch Show™

8097,

«Cuban Melodius Young™, JF95. MAYS,

« Diamond Dove”, MIO4,

TGARS Show”. HYBE.

«iudge and Winners of the 1996 Kaytee Great
Anterican Bird Show™ NDO.Laird's Begt-in-
Show 9957, MJ9s,

« "Living With Softbills” N1D93.

« "Mynahs”, 5095

« "NCBS Show', [1/86.

«"NFSS Booth at FL Show 19947, IA%4,

« "NFSS fable at SE Regional Show 19947,
95,

« Orange Weaver Fincli™ {23 MJ9S.

«Owl Finches”. M194.

«“Owl Finches in Nest™, JAM,

« "Red-crested Touracos™, MARG.

« “Red-gared Washill”, {23 8094,

«"Showing Finches & Softhills in the US, of

A, 8095

“Show-winning Starling”, N1X94,

“Society Finch”, MAM,

“Hociety Finch Family”, NDW.

»Softbill Foods at Phil Barths™. 5094,

“Touraco™, MI94, {3) NDY4.

“Waxbill Aviary”, 5094,

“What the Judges are Thinking™, 5083,

« Peake. Eric, " The Diamond Sparrow’
Lithograph”, |st appearance SO89. cover
MAGS,

LI R R )

REGIONS
« "NFESS Membership iz Eack Region as of April
Fa947, MIS4
«"Region Map”, SO85, NDE5. JI'86, MABS.
MAY4,
«"Region Map. Inchuding New Region 67, MJS6.
«"Region Mews”, M3, JAB4, S004, JFSS,

« "Regicnal Show Listing”. 1st appearance MIB6.

«"What Region is Your State in7", 8090, NDG L

« Photographs. JA94, 95,

« Morales, Rich "NFSS Meet Us The Caribbean
Regiou™ JF 98,

:

see “AWARDS”
HOW iy N
« T HORE Clussifications”, 484 (D, 1-5), 7784

{E¥iv, 6183
« T EORS Chassifications”, MIBS.
« 1986 Classifications”, MIBa.
T EO8T Classifications”, MIBT,

« 1988 (lassifications”. MJIRE,

1988 Classifications with Minor Corrections™.
hE3ad,

1994 {lassifications™, MJSS,

71995 Classifications™, JA9S,

+ 1996 Classifications”, MJOG.

1997 Classifications™, MJ9T.

SHOW POINTS

« Decoteaw, Dr AL EL 1994 Individual Birg
Peints Records™. MAGS.

« Decotean, Dr A E.L 1995 Individual Bird
Points Records™. JFS6,

« Decotean, Dr ALE. "A Report on Birds With
Championship Points™, M,

« Drecotean, Dr AC B TAddition to 1993 Birds
with 20 Pts. or More”, MAGE,

« Decotean, D AL B, "NFS Champion Birds - A
Quest”, 3oL,

« Decoteau, D AL B "Point Standings for
Individual Finches & Softhills”, 5094,

« Decotean, D AL E., "Bhow Report
Compiletencss™. MISS,

« Decotean. Dr AL E., "The 1993 NFS Show
Season”, 194,

« Decoteau. Dr AL B 71996 Individual Bird
Point Records™ JF97, MA9T.

« Y984, FFRS. MARS. 1985, JFRG.

« 1986, JF8T. MART. 1987, JF8S.

« 1988, MARS. [989, SO9G. 1990 MASL, MJ9L
2002, 3703,

« 1990 Honor Rell Exhibitors With 2900 or More
Points, JABL,

« 1st Champion Bird!, JA91. 2nd Champion
Birdi. 3051, 1991, MA92Z. [992. M393.1993,
04 1994, MAGS, JIASS.1995, JF96, MASSH.
1996, JFOT. MADT 1097, JFOR, MIASE. JFOR
1998, 99, 1999 - JEGH, 2000 - JFG1, 2003
a3

PQINTS SCHEDULE

« 51 appearance - 1985 NDBS. 1986, JF86,
MARE, MBS, 1987 (st year 50. sather than 40

pis. required to make Champion). 87, 1988,
MABSE. 1985 JASG. 1990, JFOL1991, NDSL.
1952, ND92. 1993, 1794, 1994, SO%4, MADS,
1905, JF96, MASG. 1996, JFGT. [997, FFO8,
MIAGE 1999, ¥FO%

W = FOR Y
BY NFSS JUDGES DURING
« 1984, JFRS. 1985 NDES. JF36. MAS6. 1986,
ND&6, JERT, MART. 1987, NDR7. IF88. 1988,
ONDEE, MAES, 1989, JA0. 5050, 1990, IFo1,
1991, ND91. JFO2.1992, ND92, F93, 993,
04, 1993 Regional & National Shows, MAY,
1994, H935, MAYS, 1995, JI'96, MADG, M6
1906, 397, MAST 1997, EF 98, MYA 938 1998,
P99, JEGO, JF0L. JFOL

BUBLICATION DATE

« Allen, Ginny, "Showtime in Biloxi”. 5003,

NESE Jovrnal Doy to Articles < 1984 tirough 2003
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« Patterson. Tony M., “The NFS {984 National
Show™, JF&5.

« NCBS - F985 A Preview”. S5,

« TNCBE - 1986, A Preview™. MARS,

« Lanoitan, Walley, "Nutional Finch Show {9867,

NDEBO.

« "GABS - 1987, A Preview”, JFET.

NCBS - 1987, A Preview™, JFE7.

« Parfee. Bill, "Computerization of Judging
Results: What Does It Show Us?™, MJST.

« Rood, Tom, “Notes on the National - 19877,
4R

«“Ten Largest Shows of 19887, JF89.

« "GABS-1989, A Preview”, MASS,

« Decoteaw, D AL E. “A Suminary of the {989
Show Season”™, JFO0.

«"The Largest Shows of 19897 JF&4.

« Decotens, D AL ., 1990 Show Seagon™
JFGY.

« Decoteay, D AL EL "Yop 18 Shows of 19907,
JF9I.

« "NFSSTop Tea Shows of 19087, 90,

« "NPSSTop Ten Shows of 19997, 300,

+ "NFSS8Top len Shows of 200667, 159,

« "NFSS Top Ten Shows of 20027, 393

SOFTBILLS
GRASSQUITS

« Afeman, Jose, "Breeding the Black-faced
Grassguit™, JAS2,

« Clear, Dr, Val, “Breeding the Bhue-back
Grassquit™. JER7.

BONEYCREEPERS

« Leli. M.I3, Libaldo, “Portrait of 3 Family: The
Honeycreepers™, MG

HORNBILLS
« Petrie. Robert. “Fockus Hombilis™, MJS6.
HOUSE SPARROWS
« Clear. Dr. Val. "Bs No Joke™, JASRE,
HUMMINGBIRDS

« Anchor, Charlie, "Keeping Hummingbirds™,
SO87.

«Leli, M. Ubalde, "Keeping Hummingbirds™
NDG).

IXUEUS
see “SOFTBILLS-YUHINAS”

JAYS
« Miller, Paul, “The Plush-capped Jay™. MASS,

LABGHING THRUSHES

+ Schroeder. Dick. "Laughing Thrusbes™ JAO3.
MOUSEBIRDS

« Archer. Ken, "Rumblings From A Bird Person’™,

NEW2

« Bhiek, Kupa, “Mousebirds™, MAGK.

« Davis, Katert 1, “Mousebirds: Semething
Different”, JFO9 (H0-63}

« Gibson. Les, "internationad Scientifie Survey:

Sexing Mousebirds”, M9,
MYNAHS

« Decoteau. Dr AL EL "The Mynah Birds Called
indian Hil}". M)94.

«» Sparzak. Marion (Miki}, “Alice and the Saitboat
Meet Again”, JF24.

« Sparzak. Marion (Miki). "Do Hookbills,
Finches and Softbills Mix?". 8040,

« Watzed, Dave, "Bali Mynab Breeding™, JF83.

PEKIN ROBINS

« "Propased Pekin Robin Standard”. MA93.

= "Proposed Pekin Robin Standard - Revision 27
Miod,

+ "Proposed Pekin Robin Standurd - Revision 37,
F95.

« "The Pekin Nightingale™. JAS9,

« Blatock, Kara. "Don’t Pass on the Pekins™, JF99
{48-503

+ Geesey, Brendu, “The Pekin Robin™ SO91.

« Huntington. Saliy, "Pekin Robins {leiothrix
futea)”, SOBG.

+ Moase, Vincent, "Our Success in Breeding tlie
Pekin Robin™, MASS.

SILVER-EARED MES{AS
» Rishuman. Grant, "Silver-Eared Mesias™. NDOG.
STARLINGS

+ Eckman, Jacky. "The Prize-winning Starling:
IHer Nurne is Benjamm..”. ND%4.

« Phictogragh, ND94,

+ Kilmer, John, "The oy of Supcrb Starlings™
MAG2.

« Spreyver. Mark, “Backyard Mynahs: Starlings as
Pets”, NDSG.

= Tudor, Bethany, "Tweedy: A Love Story™, JA4,

FANAGERS

+ Weyer, Diane. “Two Tanagers {Scarlet-rumped
and Crimson-collared Tanagers)”, JABY.
= Woolham. LE, "Tanagers™. JASS.

TOUCANS

« Patrie, Robert, “Aracaris™, JAY.

« Worell, DVIML. Amy. "Phicbotomy for
Treatment of Hemochromatosis in Fwo Sulfur-
breasted Toucans™, MAS2,

TOURACOS

« Berry, Robert. "Captive Management of
Touracos af the Housten Zoological Gardens:
Part |7 MASS,

« Berry. Robet, "Captive Management of
Tetracos at the Houston Zoological Gardens:
Part 17 MISE,

« llole. Bobert Ji., "Greens ond Blues™, J#95.

« Laird Dale. “Hatching a Touraco™. SO%7.

« Laird. Dale, "{he Persa Touraco, "NE¥S4.

« Peteie, Robert, “Touracos, Plantain.eaters and
Cromaway Birds™, MAGH.

« Photographs, MI04, (1) NDS,

WHITE RUMPED SHAMAS

NFSE Journal Indey to Articles - 1984 throneh 2003
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+ Rishman. Grant and MacKay. Cathy, "White-
Rumped Shamas™. MAOZ

WHITE-EARED BULBUL

« Huntington, Sally. "Breeding the White-Eared
Buibul™. 3AG2.

YELLOW BELLIED T§¥

« Sherlock. Ray, “Breeding Yellow Bellied Yits
Pariy vermustulus ), 3§03

YIHINAS

« Wigmore, Martha, “The Yelow-collared
frufus”. IAM,

«"Bird Room Time-Saving Methods and Hints™,
SO95.

« "Converging on Conservation”, MI9S.

« “Fostering™. ND%4.

«Red-eared Waxbitls™, 8094,

STANDARDS
« Brigsette, Jeff, “The Importance of Standards™,
NDBG.
- Wigmore, Martha, “Barbecuing Finches™,
MIog.

CHERRY FINCH

«Broposed Cherry Finch Standard”™, SO93,
«Official Cherry Fineh Standard™, MASY

CORDON BLEU WAXBELL
« OfFicial Cordon Blen Standard”, MIB6G.
CUT-THROAT FINCH

» "OfFicial Cut-throat Finch Standaed™. JAYT.
« "Proposed Cut-throat Finch Standard”, N6

PHAMOND SPARROW

« "Proposed Diamond Sparrow Standard”, M.
< "Official Diamond Sparrow Standard™, NDSG.

FIRE FINCH
«“Proposed Red-biled Fire Finch Standard™.
MI9L.
+"Proposed Red-billed Fire Finch Standard
{Revisiony’, MJ92
«"Official Fire Finch Standard”, MAS,
GENERAL STANDARD

« Hoffman. Jon. "Proposed Basic Standard™.
SORT.

»*Draft General Standard for Finches and
Softbills™. M2,

» "Proposed Geueral Standard for Finches &
Sofibitls”, M3,

GOULBIAN FINCH
« O icial Lady Gouldian Standard™. MABG.
GREEN SINGING FINCH

< "OfFicial Green Singing Finch Standard™,
MiB6.

JAVA RICE BIRD
«Officiad fava Rice Bird Standard”. JASRSE.
LAVENDER FINCH

« "Proposed Lavender Finch Standard”™. MASEL

« "Proposed Lavender Finch Standard
{Revisiony”. MISO,

«OfFicial Lavender Finch Standard™, NDYG.

PARSON FINCH

« *OfFicial Parson Finch Standard”, IAY7.
« "Proposed Parson Finch standard”™, ND96.

PEKIN ROBIN

+"Proposed Pekin Robin Standard”, MAY3,

+"Proposced Pekin Robin Standard - Revision 27,
M4,

+ "Proposed Pekin Robin Standard - Revision 37
P93

+Official Pekin Robitt Standard”, {approved by
Board 2/95}, as printed in JFOS.

SHAFTTAL
+Official Shafttail Standard”. NDET.

SOCIETY FINCH

«Proposed Soclety Finch Standard™, 784,

« Official Society Finch Standard™, 19/84.

«"Propesed Revisions to the Society Finch
Standard”, J¥94.

«Froposed Revisions to the Society Finch
Standard - Revision 27, 5094,

« "Officiai {Revised} Society Finch Standard”™,
{approved by Board 2/93). as printed in 50%4,

STAR FINCH

« "Proposed Star Finch Standard ", J¥91. reprinted
TFG35.

ZEBRA FINCH

« "Official Zeba Finch Standard”, 10:84.

+“Proposed Zebra Finch Siandard Revision™,
97,

« "Proposed Zebra Finch Standard Final™, #A 98

-

TREASURER’S REPORT
see “FINANCIAL REPORT™

1986, JFB6: 1990, JFOG; 1994, JP94:

1987, BO86: 1991, 3090; 1995, JA%S:

1988, NDET, 1992, NDGL,; 1996, 9%, MAYS;
1989, NID8S, 1993, NDS: 1997, JFO7. MAST,
1988, MISE: 199G 100 1993, JFU34/89.MASRY
390, MIG0: 2793, JFS 6/89. MIs9

790, JAIGTIEY, IA8Y

791, 1A91

TR, TiBAL

10:3 1788, ONDSS.

FO/31°89, NDES.

2891, MIOL1ET9 NDIILL

FOO2, 33, 1993 M4,
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Jarrnal of the Notional Finch & Softhitl Society:

The Classifieds

FOR SALE
Gouldian Finches - most colors; societies - Chocolate, Fawn Pied - Crested and
Normal, Orange Weavers, Blue Capped Cordon Bleus, Canaries.
Wilbur Avenue Aviary (308) 6732043

Fine breeders of Zebras, Timor Zebras, Blue-capped Waxbills, Owis, RH &
BH Parrot Finches, and Batton Quails.
Owings Mills, Maryland, (410) 581-7955, ¢c-mail: Robert Mehi@iverizon.net.
Current list of available birds on website: http://mysite.verizon.net.

For Sale or zz"adc forGouidlalz chhes
John Kilmer (509) 443-2505. E-Mail: kilmjoh@gwest.net

/ NCHES
For Sale: Most all colors. Breeder & Exhibitor of Quality. Will Ship.
www.homestead.com/gouldian/
Shirley Perkins, Portland, OR (503} 659-0029

Biue, Yellow, Lutinos i}ouble Spilz for(}wls or Gouldians,
Only interested in healthy birds.
{-(800) 5877439 or raybac Ha@bigplanet.com

CANTHAANTHIN FOR RED CANARIES
2 oz. $22.00. Mix with food or water. Instructions mc. Free Shipping.
Green Valley Bird Farm
742 Green Valley Rd. Jackson, NJ 08327
€732) 363-3070

Displar 4d Rotes: fiside Cover 33U e ov 8§00 ear: Full Poawe $X00005sue o
RGO Yeor: Holf-Pogre 510000 ssne o SMUH Year: Quorter Page 35000 ssive or 325 00F Fewr
Classiffeds: $3.00 ¢lip fo three lines of texty. Free Classifieds (o FineleSofthifl Save Program

Members, Classifieds ore posted on the websine of no extra charpe,




2004/2005 NFSS Board of Directors/Appointed Officers

President— Ms. Sally Huntington
5634 Carnagie Stieet. San Diego, CA 92122 (858) 452-9423  sallych@san.rr.eom

1st¥ice President
Regiawd 1Ry, Eddaradon
Mr Armando I Lee
306 5.8, 22nd Street
Cape Coral. FL 33990
{2391 242-7673
aleefyswila.rrcom
2nd Vice Presid
Frarbicationg
M. Hurry Bryant
Elyria. O3 44035
utuweb@aol.com

3rgt Vice President
NERS FiachSuithilf Nave
Prograe'€ enges Mer
Randy Taylor
17801 Robin Road
Canyon. Texas 79109
8066554398
taylor_finches &g
cox.nel
Ay ident
ey Panel
Sracucdoests Resea o
Ms. Martha Wigmore
18913 Boston S5t NW
Elk River. MN 55338
(7633 241-6071
newdlwig@d
mindspring.com

Membership Divector
Ms. Linda Hughes
PO Box 499
Rhiome, Tx 76078
{817) 638-5606
finchiady(@
bracketrvaysicms.com
Executive Secretary
Ms. Martie Lauster
4581 Lincola Road
Macedon. NY 14582
{315) 524-7T708
wminustenis
rochestensrcom
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PO Box 1231
{Lisle. L 60532
{815) 7299789
softbilboy(@act.con
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Llegh Pelegates: S Daas
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M. Paula Hansen
2234 lunean Court SO,
Salein. Oregon 97302
(5033 581-8208
phhansen(
earthlink net
Eresident Emeritus
My William Parlee
#31 Talcouville Rd,
Apt. 4N
Vernon, CT 06066
{8603 569-02(0)
billhtfdci@aol.com

Regienal Vice
Presidents

BRegion L Y.B

{Northeast)

CEDE MAMEMDNFLNINY

RLRLFL VT

Robert Fairchild

£O. Box 4395

Virginia Beach. VA
23454

Region 2R

iSontheast}

SLFLGAMSNCONOIN

M. Roa Castaner

£3396 S8th Court

North

Royal Palm Beach. FL.
33418

£561) 792-6794

finchesibellsouth net

Region 3 Y.B.

CARE N AL LA SO,

H, Awsrogdis, Beomad, Kagland

My Patrick Vance

18175 Avilla

Latheup Villsge ML

48076

(248 443-6643
spartanfinchranics.com
Regi v
[4 RS AMMNENDOKSITY
My Cling Harpis
TFemple. TX
254-770-1986
charris{@vvm.com
Region § V.B.
tain

AZCOIDMENENMUTST
Ms. Anna Sinclair
2436 San Marcos
Colorado Spgs. CG

BO9T0
{719) 634-6404
bill&annasinciair(@

Cliystancom
Region 6 Vs
(Pacific Coasth
ARCAHLOR B
Mr. Vince Hunlingfon
5634 Carnegie Street
San Biego. CA 92122
{858) 452-9423
vhunting@san.rrcom

Bsgion I VIR
Baerte RicoCaribboun Bavig
Mr. Julio Mateo Solo

#R3, Box 8418, Ste 72
Bayamon. PR 00956

Begion 8 ViP.

{Canadal

Wir. Alfred Mion
1619 Pilietie Road
Windsor. Ontario.
Canada N8Y 34

L L 3L
e e e

juliannef@mnsiet

rs2haberkornfe

vahoo.com
JESS Edit

Ms. Martie Lauster

458 | Lincoln Road

Macedon. NY 14562

{315} 324-7768

miausters
rochesiersr.com

NESS Website Mar,
Ms. Myra Marklzy
Cedar Rapids. LA
{319) 362-9390 (Eves}
sefferaduseffera.net
Web Site Address:
www.nfss.org

Awards Manager
Ms. Darla Dandre
PO, Box 1231

Lisle. . 60532
(815) 7299789
dbirdranchifiizol.com

jyertising &

Ms. Brenda Josselet

PMB 279

6705 Hwy 296 West,
Ste. 502

Austin, TX 78733

{512 2880891
bjosselet@austinrr.com

Maderaton,

NESS Finch/Softhill

Forum

Mr. John Wilson

San Franciseo. CA
411G

Jwilsonl 5 3gaol.com

Forum Address:

wppeyprorrrred— Bitp:igroups. yahoo.

Officers

FinchShop M .
Ms. Sue Haberkorn
106 Hunilion Blvd,
Hagersiown. MD 21742
{301) 7976645

tCatt ahead for fox)

comigroup NFSS
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NFSS Panel of Judges 2003

Nizam AH

135-11 1 14th Street
South Ozone Park, NY
11420

Charles Anchor
12384 Laurel Lane
Hauntley, TL 60142
Phone: 847-515-1090

Laura Bewley

3538 5. 65 W, Avenue
Tulsa, OK 7147
Phone: 918-446-3999
ibewley@yahoo.com

Harold Bowles

230 Cellege Cixcle
Cedartown, GA 30125
Phone: 776-748-4627
Fax: 770-748.3969

Clarence Culwell

250 Horseshoe Drive
Springtown, TX 76082
Phone: B17-220-5568
culwell3&@ Gash.net

P Al Decotean
P.0. Box 369
Groton, MA 01456
Phone: 203-378-4777
Fax: 203-378-4777
spbel@aol.com

Paren Decotean

89 Pleasantview Avenue
Stratford, CT 06497
Phone: 203.377-204%
greateaglegolf@acl.com

Jubie R Duimstra
4231 NE i25th Pi #163
Portland, OR 9723¢
Phone: 503.261-8788

Cecil Gunby

8121 Route i. Fiwy. 54
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
Phone/Fax: 770-254-1261

Annette Howard

P.O. Box 484

Salem, OH 44460
Plione: 336-137.7654
bluchaven@voyager.net

Sally Huntington
5634 Carnegie Street
San Diego, CA 92122
Phone: 8584529423

salfych@san.ir.com

Joseph Krader

2910 Alps Road
Corona, CA 92881
Phone: 909-272-6525

Dale Laird

P.O. Box 2459
Goldenrod, FL 32733
Phone: 4076577989
Jiaird2@cfh.rrcom

Armando Lee

306 SE 22nd Street
Cape Coral, FL 33990
Phone: 239-242-7675

alee@swila.rr.com

Dennis J. Lewis

7446 Glasgow Road
Brooksvitle, FI. 34613
Phone: 3152-596-3376
dennis_14519@msn.com

Brian Mandarich

4743 E. Hedges Avenue
Fresne, CA 93763
Phone: 359-253-6508

Teri McAndiffe

269 Thiames Drive
Colorado Springs, CO
86906

Phone/Fax: 719-576-9009
inglprds@@aol.com

Conrad Meinert

1212 E. 3060 South

Warsaw, IN 46580

Phone: 574-269-2873

Fax: 574-269-3142

Birdmanof Warsaw(®
kcondine.com

Marion (Miki) Sparzak
943 Rosedale Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21237
Phone: 410-687-8915
m3s5295@comaeast.net

Patrick Vance

18175 Avilla

Lathrup Village, MI 48076
Phope: 248-443-(643
spartanfiichman@cs.com

Christine Voronovitch
38 Liberty Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Phone: 860-649-8220
btybeagle@aol.com

Ms. Jerri Wiesenfeld
2379 Water Biuff Drive
Jacksonvilie, FL. 32218
Phope: $04-714-2133
serrisiavas@aol.com

Martha Newman Wigmore
NFSS Panel Director
18913 Boston Street NW
Elk River, MN 55330
Phone: 743-241-0G71
newdlwig@mindspring.com

Paud S, Williams

703 Donegal Prive
Papiilion, NE 68046
Phone: 402-592-5488
paulw@sarpy.com
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NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

NATIONAL/REGIONAL CLUBS

CANADA

Neotropical Finch Breeders

Assaciation (Sun dmonio, TX)
Comtget; Jack Eitniear (210) 828-5306
jeefipestbine.oeg

Southeast Bird Fanciers
(AL AR GAFL LA MINCSC TN
Migs, Quarterly at the Atlanta Farmers
Mkt fst Sat - Mar/lin/Sep  2nd Sat - Dec
Contger, Ginny Allen {334) 749-T168
godalentoearthlink net

Héhsie: hitpfmemberstripod.comysebfisebfhim

Hurham Avicultural Socicty
of Ontarie (Pickering, Omiario, Canada)
Migy: Ind Tue. - Rotary Park Pavillion
Lake Driveway W, Ajsx
Conet: John Zemfa (9053 355-5542
showmanager@ubirdcluboa
Bebsite: wwwhirdclub.ca

ALABAMA

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
{Ontario, Canadul
Mrgy: Last Sun. in Members' homes,
Contger: Julianne Mion {5193 948-6398
Jubiannegmnsinet

Central Alabama Avicaltural Society
fMontgomery)
Migs: 2od Sun. - 230 pm - Prattville
City Library, Prastvitle
Lonpagy, Margie Lanier (334) 5674073
margielanierfyahoo.com

COLORADO

" CALIFORNIA

Racky Mountain Society of Aviculture
fDenvert
Mgy 2nd Fri - Lakeside Center, Denver
Conger: Tisa McManus (303) 341-1239
conurecarefpatthl.com
Hibyfre: www rmsa-birds.org

Ceatral Califoraia Cage Bird Club
fModesto)
Migs: 3rd Sun. - Mancini Hall
Contact: Fd Geesek (2093 529-0663
Cluh £-Maifl jonesT H0Gnacl.com

FLORIDA .~

Capitol City Bird Seciety, 1ac.
{Sacramenrio)
Contger Rotand Cristo {330) 823-1677
cristofzlanset com
Lo Muil dlaviariesgeacl.com

Florida State Fair Exotic Bird Show
{Tarpat
Contacl, Pale Laird (407) 657-T98%
dalel2@pprodigy.net

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic
Bird Chub (Sanrg Clary)
Migs: 2nd Sun - | pa Potluck - 138 pm
Mig. - Peninsula Conservation Center
Copgs: (408) 739-3998
Cul E-5ul seveebofpyahoo.com
Hihsite: htgpr/inoww geocities.com?
stliconvalley/ 1576
Shovt Dec 6 - SFV Hall, Mountain View
Jugee: Brias Mandarich

Aviary & Cage Bird Seciety
of South Florida (Deviey
Sftgy: 2nd Sun - 2pm - Flamingo Gardens
Contact: Carrie Bfstathion (954) 432-3349
carsieedbaol.com
Club £:Mail rath cusick@attnet
Hebsite: www feathers.org

TFreasure Coast Exotic Bird Club
(F1 Pievech
Altgs: 4th Sun -« 2 pmo- Port Salermo Clivie
Center - Staart, FL
Lomgger: Yem Dunn {7723 344-8374
jounndgadetphia.net

Ll E-Mudls jimdwyerfgmetzerenet
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NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

Exotic Bird Club of Florida, Inc.

{FPalm Bayy
Migs: Ind Sun - 1275 Culver Rd.-Palm Bay
Comtaer Cinny Heptig (321) 9582-9786
yagathritfaol.com
Hepsite: www.homestead.com’
exotichirdcluboffiorida

Tri-State Avian Society
{Tallahassec)

Migs: 3nd Sat. - 2 pra - Havang, FL

Comtaer Barry Laster (830) 668-09G8
barryl 752 3(uearthlink.net

Hehsize: wwwtristateaviansociety.org

Sun Ceast Avian Society (St Perersburg)
Migs: 15t Sun
Coatact: Joseph Ventmighia {727) 392-9391
acs65 Hgaol.com

Greater Chimge La/%e Bird Club

Ha fcago
Mgl 3rd Fri- American Legion Hail
210 W, Butterfield Bd. Elmbarst, 15
LConrger, Sharlan Toby (8473 217475 or
{8373 TO0-6260  secretary{ivageche.org
Llub E-Mail, president@ogeche.ong
Club HWebsie: www. GCCBC org

IOWA

Mid America Cage Bird Seciety
{es Afoines)

Mrgs: Ath Sun - 2 pin - Des Moines
Botanical Center
Contger John Thieling {515) 278-9159
Ll E-Mail: larry884gimchsi.com
Hebsite: wwwsefferanet/machs/news. himi

Hphsite: www.suncoastaviansociety.org e
G‘;’;;{jii_‘_t;ik" MO-KAN Cage Bird Club (See M0O)
Geé ia Cage Bird Society

{Marietta « Atlanta arvea)
Migs: 4th Sun -~ 2:30 pm - Smyma
Community Center - Smyrna, GA
Contact: Pat Miller {7703 4259455
jandpmitler@mindspring. com

T ILLINOIS

Eiini Bird Fanciers (Springfield)
Migs: 4th Sun
Contger: Patte Montgomery (217) 7870399
illinibird fanciersi@vahoo.com
Club E-Majf: ibf-birdsongsfzinsightbb.com

National Institite of
Hed Orange Canaries (Heswhoster)
Mg tstFr. - Grace Evangebica] Lutheran
Church - Bristol & Devonshire
Contact: Steve Hopman {815) 460-8455
hopmansvipbp.com
Show: Now. 29-Raddison Hotel, Arlington His,
Juglee: Laura Bewley
Show Mpr: Nancy Serchuk (8473 4373704

Gulf South Bird Club, Inc.
{New Orfeans)
Migs:

fst Sun. - | pm
1409 Bayou Blue Road, Houma. LA
Contaer: Danny Chauvin  (985) 876-7066
cajunpridef@mobiletel com

Cajun Canary and Fiach Clab
fietairied

Migs: Znd Mon-7:30 pm - 3412 Haring Rd.
Comges: Meade H. Phelps 5043 887-0724

NEWORLEANSMEADE S cox net
Drec. 13 {Finches & Canariesy
Dec. 14 {Budgies VEW Hall
Judge: Armando Lee

Show:

MARYLAND

Baltimaore Bird Fanciers (Baftimorr)
Mgy 3rd Sun- Towson Public Library
Congger: Barbara Shannon {310y 356-5858
Clud E-Mal: mymondreterdpnol.com
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NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

MICHIGAN

Great Lakes Avicultural Society
fvand Rupidsy
Migs: 2nd Mon. - Tpm - UAW Hall
4269 Alpine NW. Orand Rapds
Contaer: Diana Hugo (616 842-0163
pdhugofaclartennel
{lud E-Mail: pdhugog@ucharicnnet or
noshbird@rameritech nat
Bibsin wwwangelfire comimid/glas

Afissouri Cage Bird Club
i8¢ Louts}

Ay 1st Sun - Maplewood, MG
Contyel, Pennis Burhans (636) 980-8369

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Seciety of Canary & Finch Breeders
fLivonial
Mrgs: 3rd Sat - 6:30 pm - Wiom. Michigan
Conmtger: Patrick Vance (2483 443.0643
spartanfinchranigics.com

Birds of 2 Feather Avicultural Society
tdanchesior}
Migs: 2nd Mon - 7:340 pm - Villa Crest
Retirement Center

Conpggs: Ray Schwartz {630) 362-6106
prismsdadigaol com

Llub E-Mil: editor@aboaicom

Hibsite: www.hboaf.com

NEW YORK

Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc.

{Harrcn}
Mitgs: ist weckends in member homes,
Contact: Patricia Pickarz (5863 296-2957
dpickarz Higcomeast aet

MISSISSIPPE ~

International Canary & Finch Seciety
(Hestern NY State and So. Ontario. Canda)

Argy. Gne SunMo. 2 pm. Al Locations -

Caeria Mall. Cheed, NY or

St Theresa’s Church. Niagara Falls, NY
Lontaer, Mary Etlen Sacca {7163 825-8271
saccainet.telsearch.com

Hebsite: www. 3 upatsis comics

South Mississippi _(Tage Bird Society
{Ocean dprings/Biloxi)
Lontact: Joyee Webb (228) 875-2704
sparwebb | 23yahoo.com
Clul E-Maifl: Hedebee@ i35 com
Hihsiter www.sinchs.org

New York Finch &Type Canary Club
tNew York Cined
Migs: 2nd Sun - | pm - Averil} Blvd Park
Elmont. {L.L) NY
Copgger; Stan Kulak (7183 967-689%
barstandi@anzhawk.com
Hehsite, wwwhewyorkfinch.com

MISSOURE

" NORTH CAROLINA

MO-KAN Cage Bird Club
{Columbus. KS)
Mgy, 20d Sat - 7 pm - Granny Shaffcers
Dixicland Chicken. Jophin. MG
LConpacr: Douy Willis (417) 338-5189
dwillis7lgcor-terngt.com

Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society
{Raleigh}
Mrps: Ird Sun-2:30 pro- Glen Eden Pilof Pk
Cocr: April Blazich {9193 8518079
aprilbgibelisouth.net
Hibsite: www.rdebs.org

Greater Kansas City Avicultural
Society (ndependencel
Aftes: Ind Sun - 2 pro - Trait West Library
Contect: Anthony Day (816 356-0333
Ll E-Majlncmbirdsetemiche ke rn.com
Hebsite: www GKOAS org

OREGON

Eastside Finch Connection (Pordand)
Mrgs: 1st Mon, - 7 pm - Clackamas Comny.
Club Hall - 15711 SE 9tk
Contet: Ko Brown (503) 266-7606
jecperspeepersiSigaol.com
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PENNSYLVANIA

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society,
Enc. (Pinshurgh)
Migy, 2nd Sun. - 2 pm - Frith Community
Church - Jefferson Rd. - Penn Hills
Comtacd, Marpie Jonnet (412) 795-1904
mpompetiinkatz.pitt edu

Chester County Bird Club, inc.
iMalverat
Ags: Ind Sun - E.Whiteland Twnshp Bidg,
Contacr: Maria Rosenberger (6 1) 469-6407
Dackybatitimefmaol.com

PUERTO RICO

Asociacion’ Criadores Del Finches, Inc,
Lontach: Jose W Diaz {7873 747-7947
E-Mail: crindores $inches estef@hotmail.oom
E-Mail: Juan Santos (7874 875-0679

jsantos226%@msn.com

TENNESSEE

Fennessee Valley Exotic Bird Clab
(R nonville}
Mgy EstTue - UT Vet School
Contact: Sondrs Oft (863) 573.2381
sondradomi@belisouth net
Hébre: httpifwww Korret orgitvebe

Southeast Tennessee Aviculferal
Society tNiowa)
Migs: 2nd Sun.-2 pm -Niota Elementary
Sch
Conrger: danet Burrell (4237 472-1306
jzh 2202 a0l com
EMaily jeb20Xuaolcom or

Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club
tNashvifie)
Mrgs: 3rd Sun.-2 pm-108 Donelson S O
Conget, Lisa Mellies (613} 7890602
yuib2grbetsouthnet

TEXAS

Fort Worth Bird Club o Miath)
Migs: 3223 Botanic Garden Dr.
Comiacr: Clarence Cubwell (873 223.5568
culwelSecfiash net
il Myl ewclavmswhell net
Hidning, www. fvbeorg

Alagyo Exhibition Bird Club, Inc.
{San Antenio}
Mg 4th Sun - 1 PM - Becker €PA Center
Cortiged; Nathan Prrbin - (2101 433-1840
takustic.net

lationul Finch & Softhill Socicty

Texas Bird Breeders (Tompie)
Mirgs: Ind Sat. - Noon - Feb/May/Aug
Compact, Clarence Cubwell (8173 220-5568

cubwelSiflash.net

Canary and Finch Society (Paswdona)

Mres: 2nd Sun - 2pm - Community Reom -
Pasadena Towne Square Mali

Lontacr, Harold MeBrayer (2813 338-2814
haroldmebrayer36Siwhotmail com

Bebsite; httpriicanaryfinchsocietyaripod.com

| VIRGINIA

Peninsuia Caged Bird Society, Inc.
{Hamplton)
Contact, Bea Rogers 757)484-6001
Cluh E-Mail: dickivy@two-rivers.com
Club Hebsite, www vapeninsuiacaged
birdclub.org
Events: See the web site - several each vear,

. WASHINGTON " -

Cascade Canary Breeders Association
{Seaiile}
Aros: 3rd Sun. - 2 p - [eisure Estates
Chsbhouse - 201 Union Ave SE - Renton
Conigery Fanel . Johnson (4253 226-889%
kathird3M0aol.com

WISCONSIN

Badger Canary and Finch Club
Aot
Afrgss 3rd Sat - members” homes
Cenpprct: Sumsan Feldstein €262 9633362
hneathhiswiys(eyahoo.com
Clnfr E-Medl DEvanomumignol com

Wisconsin Cage Bird Club (Osithosh)
Coapaer, Dave Blump 920-428-4595
davidblumairaolcom




2004 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

The basic affiliation fee is $23.08. Make check
payable to NFSS,

Mail fo: Darla Daadre, Liaison Officer
PO Box §231
Lisie. H. 63532
e-mail: dbirdranchi@aol.com
Phone: (8135 729-9780

Club Naine:
Ciub City/State:

Club Meeting Dates/Location:

Club Delegate:
Address:

*Phone: *£-Mail:

*NFSS may use this information in the NFSS Journal and on the web site.

Delegate’s Signature:

Club Officer:
Address:
*Phone: *£-Mail:

Club E-Mail Contact {(Important):
Club Web Site:

Show/Event Date: Panel Judge:
Show Location:

Send NFSS Journal to:

Please list other fairs or events hosted by your club for listing in the NFSS
fournal. Please include dates, locations, and a contact member with phone
number andlor e-mail address:




&8 Josrmd of the Nutionad Finch and Softbill Sucien:

2004 Mail with payment to:
Darla Dandre. PO. Box 1231 Liske. . 60332
: 815-729-9789 or e-mail a copy to:
NFSS Awards Dbirdranchzacl.com
Ordef FOfm This information must reach the Awards Manager
as soon as possibie but no later than twe months
Please use a separate form BEFORE show date. Awards are sent Priority
For each individual show! Mail to the designated person.

PLAQUES: All plaques are 325.60 each. They are walnut finish with the
engraved NFSS logo on brass over black plate on the left and the ¢lub informa-
tion on brass over black plate on the right. All are 6™ x 8™,

*Please circle how you wish your plagues to read: Best in DIVISION or SHOW?®
if you do not make a sclection. plaques will be engraved "Best in Division™

Club Name to be Engraved:
ist Place Plaque 2nd Place Plague .
Best Finch in Show Best Softhill in Show

Sub Total Plaques @ $25.00 per Plaque = §

ROSETTES: The basic set of rosettes for finches and softbills consists of
eleven rosettes with the NFSS logo on the button. This includes st thru 10th
place and Best Unflighted. Unflighted birds are those banded with current
vear {2062} bands.

s Basic Rosette Package £1-10 + Best Unflighted) $45.06

___________________ Einflighted ribbon add-on {2ad & 3rd Place} $10.60

o Novice Ribbon $7.08
Rosette and Ribbon Sub-Total = §

Affiliation Fee {(if you haven’t alveady isseed 2 separate eheck) = § 2508

Total Amount of Check PAYA . ¢ 1 N
SHIP AWARDS 10 Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone: E-Maii:

SHOW INFORMATION: Brate: Judge:
[.ocation:
Address:
City: Stage: Fip
NESS Club Delegate:
Phone: I--Minid:
Show Managen:
I*hone: F-Maid:

Cun this bormation be published in the NESS loarnal? Yes No



NFSS MEMBER and NON-MEMBER ORDER FORM

Split Plastic Band Choices: Red, Dk Green. Lt Green. White. Pink, Black,
Purpie, Yellow, Orange. Dk Blue, Lt Blue MINIMUM ORDER $5.09

SPLIT PLASTIC BANDS - $1.80 PER STRING OF 10 BANDS

INDICATE QUANTEITY BELOW AND COGLOR
X¥ XCS XC1L XB X3 SUBTOTAL

NFSS MEMBERS ONLY Closed traceable aluminum bands available
in only the NFSS color of the vear. Aluminum bands are engraved with initials
NES. Size Code. Year. and Number. There is no choice of number. All aluminum
bands are recorded for permanent veference. Bands ave ordered in strings of
10, sume size. New members may order befare receiving their membership
aember. Write “New ™ for an NFSS Member #. Orders are processed weekly
as received. Please. no mail requiring signatures.

The banding and marking of wild birds is very tightly regulated by the

Federal government. |t is illegal {6 use ANY band on a bird that is
reieased to the wild except a Federal band issued by US Fish and Wiidlife.

ALUMINUM BANDS -$3.25 PER STRING OF 10 BANDS -
INDICATE QUANTITY BELOW
AlB]CIDIE[G[J[KJLIM[R][S]|T]| SUBFTOTAL

If you choose pot to include POSTAL INSURANCE

this sum. NFSS will NOT be Under $30.00 - $1.30
responsible for replacements. $50.00 to $100.00 - $2.20
Over $100.00 - $3.20 .
HANDLING FEE____$1.00 __

PLASTIC & ALUMINUNM SUBTOTAL

TOTAL
BANDS FORYEAR: _ N¥FSSMEMBER #:
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY/STATE/ZIP:
E-MAIL:

PAYMENT PAYABLE TO NFSS
NMALL TO: Paula Hansen, 2234 Junean C1. 8., Salem, OR 97302




The National Finch and Softbill Society

Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

Size A

Size B;

Size

Size b

Size (i
Size It

Size K:
Size Lo
Size M»
Size R:
Size St

Size Tt

Cold-breasted Waxbili, Orange-cheeked Waxhbill, Owi (Bicheno} Finchk. Quail
Finch, Red-eared Waxbill, Strawberry Finch, and other smail waxbills.
Black-cheeked Waxhili, Cordon Bleu, Cuban Melodicus Finch, Fire Finch,
Olive Finch, Rufous-backed Mannikin, Timor Zebra, Peales Parrot Finch.
B&W Maanikin, Vielet Eared & Blue-capped Waxbills, Purpie Grenadier,
Hronze-winged Mannikin, Cherry Finch. Green Singing Finch, Grey Singing
Finch, Hoecl's Shafiai, Lavender Finch, Painted Finch, Pileated Finch,
Pytilias, Red-hieaded & Forbes {Blue-Breasted) Parrot Finches, Shaftadl Finch,
Silverbills, Star Finch, Red Siskin, Society (Bengalese) Finch.

Blue-fheed Parrot Finch, Lady Gouldian Pinch, Chestnut-breasted & most
smatler manniking, most otlier Parrot finches, Pictoretla Finch, Pintailed
Nonpareif, most Twinspots, Yellow-numped Finch. Zebra finch.

Black-crested Finch, Diamond sparrow, Buropean Greenfinch, Golden Song
Sparrow, Nuns, Peter’s Twinspot, Sisking, Spice Finch, Buropean

Goldfinch.

Muagpic Mannikin, Siberian Goldfinch, most larger manaiking, ssall tanagers.
Pekin Robin, Silver-eared Mesiag, most smali softbiils,

Java Rice Birds, Red-crested Cardinal, Saffron Finch, Shama Thrush
Diamond Dove, Mousebinds, other simall doves, quail, softbills.

{.eaf Birds, Pagodz Mynah, large Sunbirds, Superb Starlings.

Green/Purple Starfings.

indian Hiil Mynah, Java Mynah, Ring-necked Dove, Toucaneties, White-
tailed Jay.

Small Hormbilis, Plush-capped Jay, smali Toucans, smali Touracos.

Banding instructions included with each order,

Guide to Ordering Open Plastic Leg Bands

Size XF:  Cordon Bleu, Fire, Orange-Cheeked, Red-Fared, Lavender, Biue Capped

Waxbills, Owl, Cherry, Green & Grey Singers, Painted, Hecks & Masked
Grassfinch, Gouldian, Most Parrot Finches, Zebra, Bengalese (Society),
Stars,

Size XCS: Nung, Cutthroats, Diamond Firetails {Diamond Sparrows), most Twinspols,

Siskins, {Canaries - Gloster, Fife, Miniuture & Faney).

Size XCL: Red Faced Pytilin, Pekin Robin, (Casaries - Rolier, Borders, Lizard,

Sire XB

Size X3:

Norwich, Yorkshire, Red Factor).

o ladian Shanm, Diwnond Deove, Clinese Paisted (Buttos) Quail, Budgies,
Cirass Parnkeets.
Lavebirds, Roseiias, Many Softhills,




X M7 Membership

Ldgemiciet  Application

Name: - o S

Dual Membership 2nd Name:
Address:

£-Mail: - -
New Member? Renewal (List NFSS #)

How did you hear about us?

Annual Dues Viail Aopyication and Chock
Select One: _ Ma Jg’g;":: e ohe
Single: $30.00 .
Dusk $25.0 " orBox e
Junior {under 16): $22.50  Rhoms, TX 78078
Foreign: $35.00 L

NESS FINCH/SOFTBILL SAVE

Information/Application Request

Mail Request to:
Mr. Randy Taylor
17801 Rohin Road, Canyon, TX 78108




¥ NFss FINCH sHoP &

Ttem Price Am?

NFSS Tote Bag $8.00
NESS Gouldian Finch Pin $5.00
NFSS Zebra Finch Pin $5.00
NFSS Name Badge $8.00
Mame for Badge:

2nd Line of Engraving: $1.00
Magnetic Fastener (Normally comes with pin fastener) $1.50
NFSS Builetin Past Issues

Year & Volume: $4.00
Nest Box Kit $4.99
Nature's Jewels - Gouldian Poster $20.00

Finchwear T-Shirt ~ Gouldian Finch

A Specity artwork: Gouldian, Society, Tebra $16.50
- Specify Sizer L XL
&7 FinchiSoftbill Photo CD/Screen Saver $9.99
_' ®  Video - Finch Husbandry $15.00
Bird Nets $8.00
*

Judges Handbook & Official Standards $13.00

- | NFSS Show Cage Plans
To - Specly NFSSH#1.NFSS#2, NFSS#3 $4.00

Sef of all three NFSS Show Cage Plans $10.00

4,  Finch Note Card (amvork by Sally Huntington. See | a4 gy

s past Jounal issue or wab sife for note card ant selections}
Set of Ten Finch Note Cards $13.50
Shippicg/Handkng Total Item Cost:

Orders to $9.99 Add $3.85: Orders $10.00-$49.9% add $5.80:

Orders $50.0-$99 9% Add 770 10000 or more Add $9.90.

Send Completed Order with full nome and oddress along Shipping/ Handling:

with a chech payable Fo NFSS5 Fo:

Sue Hoberkorn, NFSS Finch Shop Manager

1106 Hamilton Bivd, Hagerstown, MD 21742 | TO1AL ORDER:




Avian Publications «C
Finch & Softhll Books L _

A Guide to Australian
Grassfinches
W by Russell Kingston.......... 2485

. R Guide to Gpuldian Finches
W 5y John Summat &

kD1 Hob Marshaif..............24.95
A Guide to Zabra Finches
by Milton Lewis, John Lewis &
Joanlewis................. 24,85
The Compiete Book of
Finches and Softhilis
by David Alderton. ............29.95
Lk Finches & Sparrows
4, by Peler Clement..............20.95
Y-
Hancock House Encyclopedia
» of Estrildid Finches
{ by Dr. Matthew Vriends &
Tanva Hemning-Vriends .......50.00
Keeping and Bresding Finches
and Seed-Eaters
by Russedf Kingston........... T0.00

weeenn Mousehirds In Avicultore
' by Kaleri J. Davisas........... 24.95

-2 Mupias and Manniking

.& by Robin Restafi................60.00
(_ v

Softhills: Care, Breeding
-n and Consarvation

. by Martin Vince .. ...24.95

Starlings and Mynas
by Chris Feare &

1 AdrianCraig..................45.00

Youcans, Barbats and
-, Hongyguldes
=~ by Lester Short &

Jennifer Home................... . B5.08

Thrushes

m by Peter CIement...............

45.00

Avlan Publications Accepls:
— c "-9'“‘ Cﬂicx

www.avianpublications.com

Phone/Fax Orders: 1-800-577-2473 » Free Catalog: 763-571-8902
£380 Monroe Street NE, Mirneapolis, MN 55432 USA
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4581 Lincoin Rd, Maoceden NY 14502

The EuroCage™ is based on a
design used by many European
bird breeders. The cages can
be used singly or in stacks of
three high, covering an entire
wall or room. The cages are
light, sturdy, have powder-
coated fronts and durable white
plastic sides. These opague
sides are an important part of
successful breeding; they sepa-
rate the pairs so they can hear
each other without seeing each
other. Each unit can be
equipped with a fluorescent
light to show the birds to their
best advantage. Nestboxes can
bhe placed on a platform inside
the cages which assures that
banks of cages can be neatly
fitted together. The design of
the cage allows for maximum
hygiene with minimum effort,
and the high quality aluminum

hing is desi d f lifeti
g e ged o o wretime tb Corners Limited

Call 1.800.456.68780 CUSTOM CAGING SPECIALISTS




