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Divided Breeder Cages

The “Gold Standard” of divided breeder cages!
Three sizes available. Comes with both wire and metal
cage dividers. Easily converts (o a flight cage. Flip
screen secures birds inside when tray is ouf; trays re-
move independently. Available in natural galvanized,
or, white or black powder coat finishes. Can be stacked
on optional welded stand. Fally Assembled.

Quality Breeding Cages
Another favorite of breeders! These cages have two
spring-toaded seed cup doors, a perch and two seed cups
included. They are shipped fully assembied, and are avail-
able galvanized, or powder coated in white or black (as
shown in photo). Shown on optional stand.

Flight Cages
Quality Cage is famous for flight cages in many
sizes. Custom orders? No problem. Cages can be
stacked. Fulty Assembled.

With so many sizes and styles now
available, call for a new catalog!

Quality Cage Company
594'21;} KT Ave., Portland, OR 97266
f;{;i) double- LQF!Q—!EfE Rokled_. hemmed 0 l i igg(e}% )( gggz 276602';2336
clipp g}a comers. heat-treated edges for safety SR RA

fo smooth-  lafches and & easy cleaning. WWW.q ua ‘ ltycage.COm

fnished edges.  springs.

Why Quality Cages are hetter ...
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The Nationa! Finch & Softbi!i Soc;ety is dedicated to the
introduction of the enjoyment of Keeping and breeding
Finches and Softbills 1g:8Hl interésted parties, enhance
the knowledge of our members in keeping and care of

these birds, encoutag& breeding programs, and
cooperate with orgénizations for the preservation of
aviculture n !his gountry.

On the_Cover.... :

‘i'hss issue’s cover is gorgacis photograph of a Chesmm Brsast_ed
Mann;km taken by Australian’ photogz'apher Leon Keasey. You wiltleamn
- fTigre abou! and can find more photos of these engaging birds from-

Harry Bryant s article on thern inthis i lssue :

Phota @Copy righ Leon Kaasey, wmv b:rdphoras com.a
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for publication to the Journat of the Nutional Finch and Sofibifl Society.  Photographs, when
subraitted, shall become the sole property of NFSS aad shall be subject 1o use Inany and all
NFSS programs, We will setuse them to you after use, if reguested,

NESS-affdiuted cluby have permission to reprint al} antivles unless marked, “Al Rights Re-
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From the Editor

WHOAL [s that actually a PARROT article in our Journal??? Wall - yes it
is... We have long wanted to offer Veterinary information in our Joumnat angd
our thanks go out to Harry Bryant for suggesting we investigate the offerings
of the Assaociation of Avian Veterinarians. Beginning with this issue, AAY
articles will be regular features in our Journal. While many of them (as in
this issue} are directed toward Psitiacines, they are very relevant 0 our
Finches and Softhills as well. S0, we hope you will bear with the occasional
Parrot focus, and enjoy reading and leaming about current case-studies and
issues in the Avian Veterinary field. As always - your commenis and sug-
gestions on this or any aspect of our Journal are welcome and much appra-
ciated.

For those of you who might be considering running for the NFSS office of
Fourth Vice President/NFSS Judges Panel Director - | omitted an important
part of the job responsibilities description in cur last issue. For more infor-
mation about the duties of this office, please refer 10 the "NFSS Judges
Handbook and Official Standards”, Pages 4-5.

%M}, Lacealen

Happy Reading!
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NFSS President's Message
May, 2003

BIRDS and BIRD PEOPLE
« you gotta love ‘em...no mat-
ter what?

Besides being accused of being
carriers of bad new viruses...lie.
West Nile Virus and Exotic New-
castie Disease {(END)]...they still
are a wonderful gift to us either as
pets - or in research, understand-
ing more about their untapped
capabilities... in nature.

Bad news. Unfortunately END continues to spread... and
has reached Texas. | do not know yet i this will affect the Na-
tional Cage Bird Show. Last year California was NOT quaran-
tined, so birds could go in and out of state. I Texas is under
quarantine, no birds will be allowed in or out? Here in California
we have not had many pet birds “depopulated”, but as the Los
Angles Times, April 12, 2003, headline noted: "Newcastle Dis-
ease Task Force Byeing Pet Birds”.

AFA has excellent guidelines for pet owners and breeders.
This is serious folks! We all must exercise at least minimal pre-
cautions!

But on the brighter side..The Canadian publication,
Wellness Options, in an article on Emotional Fitness, {Canada,
2003 cited pets, included birds, as heiping to relieve stress. Flor-
ence Nightingale recognized the value of pet birds in her notes on
nursing: “A pet bird in a cage is sometimes the only pleas-
ure of an invalid confined for years to the same room.”

Zebra finches continue to be excellent research subjects.
There is so much we have to learn about our Finches and Soft-
bilis. We know the pleasure they have brought us through the
centuries, but we have just scratched the surface in understand-
ing their private worlds. Recently The New York Times article:
The Color of Health (April 15, 2003} revealed ongoing work
with Zebra diets vs. sex life. A good diet, rich in ‘carcte-
noids’ (pigments that birds obtain in their diet] helps overall
health and gets the hens ... if you are a zebra finch.  Also, Zebra
beak colors were studied at the University of Glasgow, Scot-
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land. The birds fed a healthy diet that included 'carotenoids’,
had the brightest beaks, which both attracted hens and provided
a better immune system. At the University of Burgundy, France,
when blackbirds were fighting off foreign blood cells, carotenoid
levels fell off, and beaks became duller over time. Next time
you're buying birds, look for the brightest beaks. It looks like
they do.

On the war? An electrician was updating some wiring in
one of our flights. “Wow oh Wow!”, said he excitedly, “A Bulbul!”.
Born and raised in Irag, in America for 8 years, he said one of
the main things he missed from home was the wikilife. He was
VERY pleased to see one of our pairs of White-Eared Bulbuls up
close.

Sally Huntington, President, National Finch & Softbill Society

From Awstralia, 2002....

foven B0 View o Huntfggron GNFSS Rewion 66V P d "Saff s Hindand ™1 Safly Hosr
sitgtont ANESN Pressdent), Seons Cofden, oVisdraficos NESS Momber, amd Bea{ Tkt
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Michael Sesterhenn (Germany's

top zebra finch exhibitor) is just

one of many breeders who have doubled chick

output since using Birdcare Company supplements! Michael
uses our breeder and exhibitor products exactly accerding
to our "plon”.

After three years using our system British canary
breeder Maicolm Morley thought he would try
without. His production plummeted from over 100
chicks a year to just 37!

To dramatically improve your breeding results get your
very own personalised plan from our web site

www BirdcareCo.com and click on *free feeding plans”
Or e-mail advice@BirdcareCo.com

Or ring Birds26row {209-845-1088)

THE BiatCARE COMPANY, ek kg
21/22 Spring Mill Tnd. Est.. \(/ HE
Avening Road, Nailsworth, Sles., BIRDCARE
6L6 OBS. England. COMPANY

E-mail: advice@BirdcareCo.com )
Web site: www BirdcareCo.com Leading the way - naturally
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Raising the
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin
(Lonchura castaneothorax)

By Harry Bryant

Chestit-breasted Muuniking - Phoo

White at first glance the
Chestnut-breasted  Mannikin  does
not possess the baold bright colors of
many other Finches, its delicate
feather texture and iovely shades of
black and brown, make it 3 deserv-
ing “beauty cueen”. A calm de-
meanor (simidlar to that of a
Gouidian Finch), a lovely song, the
iact that it is hardy, easy o keep
and breed, and its non-aggres-
siveness, makes them one of my fa-
vorite birds,

DESCRIPTION

About 4 1o 4 Y4 inches (10-1tom -
the size of a Spice Finch but some-
what heavier in bulld), Weight — 17
grams. Taid bluntly wedge-shaped
{when spread) with the central
feathers pointed and somewhat
etongated. Face, including lores and
sfripe over eye, blackish brown with
pale brownish shafts to the feathers.
Throat brownish black with paler
feather shafis only noficeable on
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Adult cd Snvenile
Chostnut-breasted Meamiiking
Fheste ©FFarry Brvant

close inspection. Forehead, crown
and nape a sivery brownish grey
with darker feather centres giving a
spotted effect. Mantle, back, wing
coverts and finges of the otherwise
drab wing guills, warm reddish brown
with indistinct greyish subterminal
bands on back and mantle feathers.
Lower rump and the long upper tail
coveris pale golden. Tall feathers
drab brown, fringed pale golden.
Breast pale chesinut or deep calé au
lait colour, bordered at lower edge
and sides with black. Lower breast
and belly white. Flanks barred black
and white but more or less suffused
with pale chesinul. Lower flanks,
tibial feathers and under tail coverls
black. Irides brown. Bill pale to me-
dium biuish grey. Legs and feet biu-
ish grey, purplish grey leaden grey
of blackish.

Females are usually a lifle duller
than the male, with a paler chestnut

breast and less pronounced
black band dividing the chesinut
and white areas of the under-
paris. Thete is, however, a great
deal of individual variation and
differences due to degree of
wear and bleaching, in womn
piumage the greys on the head
and back lock very pale.'

Juveniles are a brownish-
grey, being more ofive brown on
the back and flights. The sides
of the face and cheeks are
lightly streaked with off-white.
The throat is greyish, and the
chest a bullish brown. The
brown breast bar is somewhal
evident although very lightly
marked.

Chestnut-breasted are some-
what difficult fo sex, since the
sexes look alike. Russell Kingston in
“A Guide to Australian Grassfinches”
{1997 - ADK Publications} states that
“... the cock has a larger head than
the hen. Looking at the crown, the
cock is substantially wider between
the eyves than is the hen. The cock
also has g more “bulbous” mandible,
albeit shorfer than the hen's finer,
more pointed mandible. The hen
also has more brownish striation in

Fuvenile {Chestant-Breasied SMannibin
Phete: QFbarry Brvons

F Goodwin, Derek, Estildid Fiaches of the World™, 1982, Cornel Lintvenity Press
FISEN-(RRLE AL
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the face rask. The rump and upper
tail coveris on the cock are brighter
than that of the hen.”

My eyes doni really see much
difference, so i take the easy way
o, and wait for the males o sing,
which they do frequently.

CALLS, COURTSHIP, AND
MATING

The oniy call appears to be a
monosyllabic or {less often) di-
syllabic “tit" or '#t" that seems lo
function mainly as a contact call, It
may be almost inaudible {fo hu-
mans} when given by members of a
small group feeding near to each
other, of long-drawn out and with a
bafi-ike quality when given by birds
in flight or at a distance from each
other,

‘the Chestnut-breast has a quiet,
high-pitched song that is hardly audi-
bie over a long distance, With a du-
ration of up io 12 seconds, it is con-
siderably longer than the song
phrases of other grass-finches. Each
song phase is preceded by silen:
mandibulation. Mords (1858} de-
scribes a full four-phasic song
phrase: weeeeee-gesegeges --
ee-ues-uee-luce-tuee-tuee-use-
tuee-tues-tues — cheeouk-chaeouk-
chesouk-chesouk-cheepuk ~ ching-
ching-ching-ching-ching. The final
"ching" shows some distant similarity
e the song of the canary. The iong
thin whistle ("weeeeee”} also occurs
in the song of several other species
of Lonchura for example, in the Yel-
low-rumped Finch. in general, the
song phases of all spedies of the ge-
nus Lonchura show close resem-
blance to each other & sound-
gualty, as well as in structure and
tength of the phrase, which has been
pointed out in detail by Hall (19623, 2

Chestrut-breasis also sing in du-

ets and trios. Peering is also quite
comman. “Peering” is described by
Goodwin as:

"PEERING (LISTENING, ZU-
HOREN IN GERMAN] This be-
havior was first described in detail
for the Spice Finch (Moyniban &
Half, 1354) and has been ob-
served in many other estridids,
especially the highly social manni-
kins and silverbills fimmelmann &
frmelmann.

Peering is a response to the
undirected singing of one bird.

Chestit-breasted Monaiking < peering display”
Photes Oflarry Bivant

The respondent which is often
the same sex as the singing bird
and seldom its matle, fies or hops
to the singing bird and stretches
its neck tift its head is close to that
of the singer. It may stand efther
close beside or in front of the
singing bird. It seems to be peer-
ing closely or fistening to the other
bird but the position of its head
and tendency ofien 1o peck or
poke the singer suggests aggres-
sfve tendencies. The singer usu-
ally tries to move his head away
and often edges away along his
perch but the peering bird follows,
st peering and occasionalfy
pecking or poking at the singer’s
head or, but less often, he may
peck the singer fiercely (Moynihan

et Klaus, " Australian Finches”, 1977, Angus & Robertson Publshers
(INEN-G- 2T 1 3620-2)
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& Halth, Somefimes two or more
birds may peer at the same sing-
ing individual although they then
tend fo get in each others way.
Moynihan & Half observed that, in
the Spice Finch, if the singer
stopped as a resulf of the peering,
it might invite the peerer to preen
it, the two might ‘chump’ together
or they might fight. In some less
sociat species at least, peering, or
something very like i, may be
shown (again seldom by the bird's
own mate} as a response to the
cowrlship display as well as to un-
directed singing.

Peering is sometimes thought
to help flock cohesion among so-
cial species. Possibly it does so
only inn so far as it may, behavior-
ally, be a relafively peaceful alter-
native to a more positively aggres-
sive response lo the singing bird.”

Males can also be identified by
their courtship “crowing display”,
which can be described as: No nest-
ing material is heid. The male starts
his song phase
with  bill  wide
open and head
bent down. The
feathers of the
head, breast,
belly and rump
are erected. In
this position he
hops up and
down for a few
momenis.  After
this, he bobs up
and down by al-
temalely stretch-
ing and bending
his  lags,  fre-
guently interrupt-
ing this with bill
wiping and body
shaking. During

Cheatnut-hreasted Monnking
fuvepile, Femede . Male (saurting v dispfuys

this the male approaches the female
until the fwo are in contact. Then
both birds, still in bodily contact,
make simullaneous deep bows il
their bodies are in horizontal, fol-
lowed by upward movemenis unt
thelr bodies are vertical. The birds’
tails are turned towards each other
and their belly feathers are even
more erecled than in the first part of
the display. During this second part
of the display sequence the male is
usually silent. Copulation may foliow
immeadiately.

There is aise much individual
vatiaion in the courtship display.
Some males turn thelr heads from
side to side while singing, others do
not. Morris {1958) observed court
ship displays which were inifiated by
both birds shaking and involved
much mutual mandibulation ang bill-
wiping. Allo-preening occurs  be-
tween paired birds but not, so far as
has been observed, between other
individuals. {Mordds, 1958, immel-

mann, 1968}, 3

frheater O feerry Bryvans

Y Condwin, Perek, “Estriklid Fhches of the Workd™, 1982, Comnel Lintvorsity Press
EIREN-O-RIH 4 B335
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CTHER NAMES

Barley Bird, Barley Sparrow, Bub
lie, Bully {slang), Chesinul Finch,
Chestnut-breasted Finch, Chestnut-
breasted Munia, Bun-coloured Finch

HABITAT

Coastal eastern Australia, from
Sidney o Cape York, northern Aus-
tralia, including the Kimberleys,
Groote Evlandt, Melville Istand, New

Fliester ©ffarey Breant

Guinea, Goodenough Island and
Vulcan {(Manam} Istand. introduced
on New Caledania.

Chestnut-breasts are an ex-
remely social bird of the marshes,
living in 1all reeds and grasses near
rivers, creeks and lakes. Most of the
year they form large flocks of several
hundred birds, often mixing with the
Yellow-rumped Finch. During the
breeding season they break apart
into smaller groups, nesting cse 0
the ground. They often venture into
agriculiural areas {sugar cane) and
are considered as pesis in some
cammunities.

This finch seems to have devel-
oped two shightly different types of
fight. Single birds Hly in the normal
manner of grass-finches, with slight

recning Chestinat-Breasied Mok

undulations. When in large Hocks,
however, the birds fly in a straight
and very rapid manner with no undy-
lations at all.

FOOD AND FEEDING HABITS IN
THE WiILD

Feeds mainly on seeds but
sometimes takes flying termites and
possibly other insects. The seeds of
wild rice {Oryza sativa} are an impor-
tant food along with the seed-heads
of grasses such as
Echinachioa
cofonum, Chioris vir-
gata, Sehima ner-
vosa, Panicum maxi-
mum and  Panicum
zymibirformas,  They
now feed largely on
cultivated rice, bar-
ley, sorghum (dari),
and millet, when they
are available.

in contrast o
most species of Aus-
tratian grass-finches,
the Chesingt-breast
only rarely feeds on the bare ground.
it prefers fo alight on grass sialis
st below the seed-head where #
can easily strip it of seeds. As soon
as that seed-head is emply, the bird
will stretch out #s neck and seize
with its bill another stalik, which it
pulls back and place underneath its
feel. in this way, the bird may
“collect” tour or five stalis, hokling
them all with its feet until i Hnally
takes off, with the sialks flying back
in different directions.

Among the Australian finches, the
Lonchura species are by far the
most adept at ciimbing up and down
verfical stalks, with both feet used ai-
termnately. This characler was nofed
fong age by John Gould, who com-
pared the Chesinut-breasted Manni-
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kin with the European Bearded Tit.}

BREEDING - SITE AND NATURE
OF NEST

The nest of the Chestnut-breasts
is usually situated in fong grass,
reeds or even in sugar cane. It is
fixed among the vertical staks of
green grass, bent over and woven
into the nest wall. The height of 27
nests measured was between one

Chestiat-breasted Mansd,
Pluee ©flaery Bryaut

and three fee? from the ground.

Both sexes build a nest that is
dome shaped and somewhat iater-
ally compressed so that i is usually
only about 4 inches broad butup o 6
inches in depth and length. All nests
examined by immelmann (1362}

consisted of 200 to 300 pieces of
grass and were made of green grass

heatnt-bieasted Muwinibioy 12 doys
wibed ) Pheaser @F vy Brverur

{which quickly turns yellow on the
outside of the nesty. The length of
the grass used continuously de-
creased towards the inside of the
nest, which is tined with finer and
softer grasses and plant wool but not
with feathers. It has a small {1 to 1%
inches in diameter} entrance hole
which may have a slight porch over it
but ng entrance tunnel.

No roosting nests are con-
structed. Cuiside of the breeding
season big flocks roost in long
grass or reeds, the verfical stalis
of which will bend under the
weight of many birds, This action
resembles the roosting habits of
the introduced European Stasing.

Eggs: Anormal clutchis 410 6
white eggs, each approximately
12mm x 17mm, exceptionafy 3, 7
or B eggs. Incubation period is 12
o 13 days. Incubation is shared
by both the cock and hen, and
both birds remain on the nest at
night. The parent birds cease to
brood the chicks when they are
approximately a week old, especially
i the weather is warm at the time or
they are housed in a warm bird
room. The young fledge at about 21
days. Young in captivity return 1o the
nest to roost for some nights after
fledging.

FGOD AND FEEDING HABITS IN
CAPTIVITY

My birds always have access to a
bowt of standard finch mix, and a
bowt of clean water. Every day they
are given either sgaked {sprouted)
seed or egg food {my eggfood con-
sists of crumbled hard bofled eggs ~
with the shell, plus 2 tablespoons of
RichLife Vionate Vitamin mix, 1 ta-
plespoon of Japanese millet, and 1
tablespoon of Birdcare's “Feast In-
sectivore” for each egg used.

* {aumelmann, Khas, “Ausiodiae Finchen™, 1977, Angus & Roberison Publishers
CISBN-LZ0T -1 36260
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Spray millet is provided 2 or 3
times a week. and they also receive
mealworms and/or wax worms once
a week. unless they are feeding ba-
hies, when they receive meaiworms
and/or wax worms daily.

AVIARY NOTES

While | have raised Chestnut-
breasts in breeding cages. | usually
set them up as a group of four to six
pair to a flight. Living in northern
Ohio, my birds are kept indoors, in a
basement bird room. My flights
range from 3" x 6 x §' highto 6 x 14
x § high. All of the flights have a 4
shoplight and are lighled fourteen
hours a day. Temperatures in the
bird room range from 68° F at night
to 78° F during the day. Chestnut
breasted dont appear o be overy
timid, so | don't usually provide any
planis or artificial foliage in their
fights. | use corncob bedding on the
fioor of the flight.

Various size tree branches arg
provided as perches, and | often add
a few large marsh reeds. bulbrushes
or cattads to one side of the flight for
the birds to investigate.

An gssoriment of standard wood
nest boxes and large bamboo finch
baskeis are provided at different
heights, and they will use both.
Chestnut-breasis do not buid or use
roosting nests. however the young
will sometimes return 1o the nest 1o
sleep for several days after fledging.

I provide soft grasses for nesting
materials; { try to find an abandoned
house in the country where the lawn
grass has become overgrown. Tall
grasses can also be lound along

roads or in parks. The most impor-
tant thing is that the grass is "fing".
and not "coarse”.

They are usually good parents,
and a typical clutch will consist of
four to six eggs. and incubation s 13
o 16 days. They will leave the nest
about 3 weeks later, and the parents
will continue to feed them for another
three weeks. Adult plumage s ob-
tained three o six months later. |
leave the babies in with the parents
for a month before removing them.
The parents don't bother them, but
like to get them out of the breeding
fiight so its not s crowded.

HISTORY IN AVICULTURE

The Chestnui-breasted Mannikin
is a hardy bird, easy to keep and
reasonably easy % breed, and ithus
is a favorile aviary bird in Australia as
well as abroad. It was first imporied
o England in 1880 when saveral
hirds were exhibited at the London
Zoo. As early as 1880 it was quile
gommaon in England and on the Con-
tinent. Today (1985) it i fairly well
established in Europe and the United
States of America.®

MUTATIONS

An Alpino mutation of the Chest-
nut-breasted Mannikin has been re-
poried in captivity in Austratia.’

Birds that have a deep chocolate-
brown chest color. instead of the nor-
ma} “chestnui” color, are also being
selectively bred in Australia.’

A fawn mutation and a “crested”
mutation have also been esiab-
lished.?

¥ nenelmann, Klaus, ~Australion Finches”, 1977, Angus & Roberison Publishens
(ISBN-4-207.13626-2)
“Shephaed, Murk. Aviculiure in Australic - Keeping and Breeding Aviary Birds, 19589, Black
Covkatoo Press (ISBN-O-938R 106-0-3)
* Mobbs, AL, The complete Buok of Australian Finches, 1990, TFH (ISBNALTU3K.0295.4)
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SPECIAL NOYES

Chestnut-breasted Manniking are
hardy and iong lived, with reports of
8 years or more in captivity. Their
most productive breeding years be-
ing between their second through
the fith year.

Chestnut-breasts will readily hy-
bridize with other members of the
Mannikin family, such as the Bengal-
ese (Society Finch}, Silverbi#. Java
Sparrow, Spice Finch or any of the
Nuns. Housing with these species
should be awoided. There have also
been reports of cross-breeding with
Masked Grassfinches, Owt Finches,
Long-tailed Grassfinches {Shafitails)
ang Zebra Finches.

These birds will breed year round
indoors and should be limited to not
more than three cluiches a year. 1 re-
move all nests and nest boxes from
the flight when | want to “rest” the
birds.

Chestnut-breasts have claws that
grow very, very fast, and must be
trimmed regularly. | tim them at least
every other month, i the claws are

not kept trimmed, the birds tend to
hecorme emtangled in the wire mesh,
leading to tragedy!
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Buying Birds

By Matthew Dingemans

So you now have an interest in
birds. Perhaps you bought a few
from a pet slore or were given
some zebra finches by a ¥riend whe
couid not contain their ever muitiply-
ing numbers. Now you want to get
more birds, perhaps ty to breed
some more rare varieties. There
are a few things which you should
know when lpoking to buy birds, so
that you may pick out the best stock
for your situation from what you
may find available.

First, you need o decide what
species you want, and those which
you are able o adequately care
for. 1If you only have limited space
you shouid not try fo get a large
species such as a toucan, which re-
guires more space than many other
birds you may have o choose
from. ¥ you aren't wiling o breed
insects of dont want to spend
money buying them, you may not
want to try to breed a species like
the Dufresne’'s {ak.a. yellow-
betlied) waxbill {Estrilda melanotis},
which depends on bvefood espe-
cially during the breeding sea-
son. information on species’ needs
may be gleaned from magazines,
books, websites, and other bird
keepers, and from this you shouid
decide which species you can ade-
quatsly care for,

Onge you have decided what
species you want and are able io
properly care for, the next step is

finding healthy stock. There are
several ways to find heaithy
birds. Looking over the results from
the NF3S5 census may help you find
breeders of some species, or if they
can not provide you with any birds
you may ask them where they
found their stock. You may aiso at-
tend NFSS shows and meet exhibi-
tors there, and perhaps find that
they may provide you with stock or
the whereabouts of someone who
can. You may find bird maris & fairs
(vendors rather than exhibitors as in
a show) listed or advertised in lpcal
papers, Bird Talk magazine
favailable at some pet storesl, and
www.birdsnways.com, and there
might be found vendors who are
selling finches and/or soft-
biis. Some who sell birds may
have websites that you may come
across on the internet as well.
you join your local bird club {see af-
fillated clubs at the NFSS website,
fwwwoniss.org) you may get the op-
poriunity to meet other bird keep-
ers, perhaps some who can help
you Hind some of the birds that you
are looking for.

S0 now you have localed the
birds you want. But are they
healthy? There are a few things
you wart to look for when purchas-
ing birds, in order to avoid some of
the more obviously # birds being
sold. The bird should not sit flufty
and lsthargically, but should be alert
and active and not have difficulty
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flying from perch fo perch. Even
some healthy young birds may
sometimes hunker down over a
perch and close its eyes and fluff its
feathers somewhat when sleeping,
but in this case they may be woken
and startied and they should appear
normal and active again, without re-
turning to a state of excessive
sleepingss or inactivity. If they are
very inactive and sleepy, they may
be ili and the purchase of such
birds should be avoided. Look at
the birds” eyes and nostrils, they
should be clean and clear, not dirty
or infected in appearance, nor
should they be stuck
ciosed. Check the vent area for
cleanliness, and beware of any
birds exhibiting abnormalities or
swelling. Ask the seiler if you can
hold the bird and listen 1o its breath-
ing, or have the breeder hold the
bird for you 1o listen to. Some birds
might breathe a iittle hard after be-
ing caught due to an exhausting
chase, but they should not have a
heavy wheoze or make clicking
noises when they breathe. Iif the
birds have not been chased and
caught and have no reason 1o be
ot of breath, yet they still pant or
gasp for breath, then they may be i
ard shouid be avoided. Make sure
that the bird has ali of #s toes and
nails presant and in good condition
{though the nails may need trim-
ming}, and that the legs are in good
condition; this is aspecially impor-
tant if you plan to exhibit them, and
even if not for exhibition, the birds
might not be able to breed if they
have serious legfool injuries or de-
tacts. Of course you may not have
a chance to check many of the vis-
ual indicators of health if you are
buying birds from afar and having
them shipped. You may be able fo

ask for pictures of the birds you are
interested in, but it is sti# not the
same as gelling to view them in
peson. In these instances, as wel
as with those purchases made in
person, it is always nice to be able
to talk with others who have previ-
ously had purchasing experience
with that dealer/breeder, and an et
fort on the buyers part to collect this
information may iead o a better
outcome. O course there may al-
ways be those out there who have
had a bad time with birds from that
source and it may not be the sellers
fault, thus care should be taken in
whose advice is trusted.

Even if you have found an hon-
est dealer or breeder who has
healthy stock to sell you, this does-
't necessarily mean that they are
the right birds for you. There are a
few guestions which you should ask
first, some of which may periain
more io breeding potential than
keeping them for enjoyment.  You
may first be interested in the age of
the birds, and at this fime you
should also keep in mind what the
rormal breeding age for this spe-
cies is, to help you decide ¥ the
birds are appropriately young. s
especially nice # the birds are
closed banded with NFSS bands,
as thaese have the year of issue
date fisted on them {note: a breeder
could use an oider band saved from
a previous year on a younger bird
ithough # may often be undesirable
to make a bird look substantially
oider than it is]. but an NFSS band
for futlure years could not be ob-
tained and used by a breeder be-
cause bands are not issued so
early; thus the bands may be accu-
rate in general but could cause a
bird to appear as it born earlier than
it actually was). # you pian to
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breed them you are obviousty going
o want to avoid very oid birds, as
they may become infertile at great
ages. Also ask {o make sure that
the birds you are buying are unre-
lated if you plan to pair them fo-
gether for breeding. You may want
{0 ask whether the birds were par-
ent raised or fostered under an-
other species, though this may or
may not affect their breeding suc-
cess (other factorg are imporiant,
and # also depends on the spe-
cies). # the birds were bred in cap-
fivily you may be best off seeking
those birds that were bred in an en-
vironment and on a diet most simi-
lar to that which you can provide for
them. This basically means that ¥,
for instance, you pian o keep them
in a large cage with no plantings
and on a relgtively simpie diet, you
may be betler off getting birds bred
and kept in & sparsely-planied cage
on a simple diet than getiing birds
that were bred in a huge, well-
planted aviary with g vanety of
greentood, vegetables, and Hvefood
avaiizble. if you are able o oblain
birds that are calm around people,
then you may have a betler chance
of breeding success in & cage set-
fing than if you get very nervous
birds, who wouid be betier suited to
a well-planted aviary.

Price may be one of the factors
you pay close attention o when you
are searching for stock, but it
should not be of your utmost con-
cearn that you find the lowest price
availgble if # means you will sacri-
fice quaiity for price. Prices may
vary according to jocation, availabil-
ity, species, muiation, or other fag-
tors. With the current price of ship-
ping it may not de you much good
1o iocate stock in another part of the
country, even i it is at a lower price

than you may find locafly, uniess
the price is s0 drastically lower that
it could make up for the high cost of
shipping. Of course i the type of
bird you are seeking is not available
in your area then it may be neces-
sary to ship Some dealers/
breeders are willing to accept pay-
ment by check, credit card, or cash;
either way you should make sure
you are given g receipt, and you
should als¢ have their current con-
1act information. Ask i you can get
a guaraniee on the birds so that if
they die or show signs of #lness
{within a period of ime agreed
upon}, you can get a refund or
hezlthy replacement. If the dealer/
breeder does guarantee the birds
you should ask for that guarantee in
writing.

i you are picking up your birds
it person the buyer may give you a
small carrying hox or cage, or you
may be required io bring your
own. Be sure o bring a towel and
cover the carrying cage so that the
hirds are protected #om direct
sunfight and wind as you camy
them out 1o your car. When you
bring them home you should put
them in a cage or flight by them-
selves in a quist place and leave
them alone for a while. They
should be housed away from your
other birds for several weeks and
should be watched for any signs of
sickness. Some people choose fo
put new birds on a series of treat-
ments so that any of several hidden
problems {i.e. protozoan infection.
worms) that may exist are quickly
deait with while the birds are in
guarantine, and thus they do not
have a chance to pass those prob-
lems on to the other birds in the col-
lection when they are infroduced.
should those problems have gone
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undetected while In  quaran-
tine. Whether or not you choose 1o
use these precautionary reatments,
1 is stift a good idea to quaranting
new arrivals away from your other
birds for a while {several weeks or
marel,and ¥ any problems are no-
ticed they should be dealt with im-
mediately or returned 1o the dealer/
breeder from whom they were pur-
chased.

After quarantine you may decide
o introduce them 1o your current

fiock. Make sure that you do not
overcrowd them, and watch for any
signs of aggression lowards or from
the new birds. Make sure you are
aware of species compatibility be-
fore purchasing any birds, so that
you do not accidentally end up
housing species that are known o
be incompatible. Well, enioy your
happy, healthy birds!

E Mutthew Dingemany ix an NFSS member from Datlay, Texas. He iy curvently work-
Eing with Sociery and Gouldian Finehes, and joined NFSS in 2003, He would fike w
send Riy thaiks (o those vrore experiviced funciers, whe veadily sharve their kiowd- |
edpe and experivnce with ethers, for allowing neweomers such oy limself to mm{ﬂ }

gain valuable fusight into this delighiful hobby,

Safly Murtiaghon

Plusto Coprtexy Sl Funtingion
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Finches and the Asian
Bird Trapping Market

by Mark Shipway
All Rights Reserved

Whilst { reserve my comments
on the effectiveness of the wildlife
protection laws in Australia, at least
we have taken measures to ensure
that, in relation to our finches, we no
longer rely on legat trapping to arti-
ficially prop up numbers in our avi-
aries. this ensures that the incen-
tive exists for us o develop domes-
ticated strains for our avicuiural
future.

Unfortunately, the situation in
other countries has not progressed
as far as # has here in Australia.
Asia has some of the most diverse
species of birds in the wordd and
thankfully some of them have taken
steps o prohibit wild trapping but
others, I'm afraid, are presently con-
ributing 1o the inevitable extinction
of many species. Parrots and Soff-
bills aside, | have seen many Finch
species frapped in large numbers in
Maiaysia, Indonesia. Thailand, Viet-
nam and india.  From what | have
seen the problem is not as serioys
in Thatand and the Phillipines,
which appear to import much of
their stock from Furope and per
haps domestically bred birds from
China.

My concem in relation to Finghes
is that they are permitled io be
frapped in the first place, and be-
cause of their low value crammed

into cages in their hundreds so that
the birds can hardly turn around.
Their feed and water is inadequate
and in some cases they are not fed
at all when they are sold as food for
humans.  Not surprsingly huge
numbers die from stress and the
bodies are not removed from the
cages.

Malaysia

The main bird markels in Maiay-
sia are located in Kuala Lumper,
close to the city centre. Whilst i
has been some time since | was
there {1996} | have no doubt that
the same practices continue today.
Huge numbers of White Headed
and Black Headed Munias are
crammed into cages at those mar-
kets and sell for about 50 cenis
each. This my first experence of
Asian bird markets, and was some-
thing i saw again and again.

Curicusly, | saw two male Star
finches offered for saie which | un-
derstand were imporied from China
These birds seem to be sold as pets
- ot for breeding.

tndonesia

| have no doubt, that the indone-
sian bird rapping market must be
the cruelest | have sver seen. |
must say that the "Pasar Burung” in
Jakarta has the best standards than
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anywhere in the counftry probably
because it is the most competitive
market with many suppliers. H
guess there woudd have been more
than a milion birds there when i
was there.  Finches aren't sold
there in large numbers and most
that are appear to he cage or aviary
bred. There are large numbers of
cage bred white. fawn and normal
Java Sparrows fthe wild birds on
Java are almost trapped to extine-

rots...and the list goes on.  Silver
Eared Mesias and Pekin Fobins
were readily available. As a west-
erner, | was the focus of much at-
tention and was encouraged down
dark alleyways by enthusiastic ven-
dors to view birds which | suspect
were rare and prohibited from cap-
ture and sale.

The Denpasar Bird markets on
Bali. are a close second in stan-

Indonesiy, Jokarta, Pasyr Pramuks Bird Market, Birds in Cages
@Wolfzang Kachier, www.whuehlorphotocom

fiornn now) and Finches imported
from Europe, usually Holland, of-
tered for sale such as black
cheeked Zebras. The wild trapped
Finches offered for sale included
Javan Munias. Spice Finches, Pin-
tailed Parrot Finches, White Headed
and Black Headed Munias. Baya
and Yellow Crowned Weavers, |
understand other rare. wild frapped
Finches pass through those mar-
kets from other parts of Indonesia.
in addition {o finches, Tame Mom-
bills, Eagles and eaglets, rare Par-

dards behind Jakarta although it is
much smaller. Similar finches are
offered for sale at this market.

At the Yogiakarta Bird Markets, |
saw a male Bed Billed Longtailed
Grassfinch in a small cage which |
understand  was  imported  from
Ching. There were also Strawberry
Finches and Australian Zebra
Finches. Other wild trapped muniag
were also offered for sale. it was
here that | bought a pair of Pintailed
Parrot Finches for release back into
the wild,
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Trapped Five Coloured Munias
are oliered for sale in large num-
bers in Mataram, Lombok and aiso
on Sumbawa. In the markets at
Uiung Padang, Sulewasi, | saw my
first Timor Zebra Finches, two hens
(of course, the trader was trying o
convince me that they were a
pair?i?1?)). | suspected they were
the Timor race because they ap-
peared to be wild caught and had a
calt quite different from Austrafian
Zebra Finches - a call more lke a
mix of those of the St. Helena and
Nun. It was confirmed when i later
saw many in the wild on Sumbawa
and Flores Istands. Curiously, in
another cage they had some Aus-
tralian Zebra Finches. | always
speak o the sellers/ traders and it's
interesting that they rarely know the
areas where the birds come from.
in some instances they would tell
me where some of the birds were
frapped or were purchased but their
tack of knowledge startled me. | had
to teach them how to sex Zsbra
Finches, Bengalese and Java Spar-
FOWS.

the Brown Headsd Munias for
sale in Southern Sulawesi were of
the race brunneiceps of the Black
Headed Munia. This race is seen in
the wild only in southern Sulewss!
and Maluku. {The easiest place to
see them in the witd is In the pictur-
asgue Tanatoraja district where fve
seen them feeding happily with
Moluccan Munias.  They nest in
abundarnce in the trees in the main
street of Rantepao).

The worst market of them all
must have been the Manado animal
markets in Sumatra. The day | vis-
ited most of the raders were receiv-
ing shipments of Black Headed and
White Headed Munias - of course,

al wild trapped. There were many
thousands, crammed info litte
cages. Most were suffering severe
strass {as these munias appear
more susteptible fo stress than
other murias) and about 30% ap-
peared only minutes to hours from
death. Later in the affernoon i recail
one of the many traders sweeping
up the dead and nearly dead birds
{which weren’t in a condition to fly
away} and he filled two small gar-
bage bins with piles on the top of
both dead and nearly dead birds. |
guess that there would have been
hundreds in those bins. It is truly
one the most shocking scenes |
have seen. Of course, 1 collected
from the bin as many as | could
which appeared to be alive and at
igast gave then a hope by placing
them in suitabie habitat on the edge
of town. For most, though, the end
was inevitable.

Althoisgh | haven't been to Fast
or West Timor, | would not be sur-
prised that the Timor Sparrow, the
Tanimbar Parrot Finch and the
Timor race of the Zdebra Finch are
oftered for sale in the markets there.

Yhailand

Relatively speaking, Thattand
appears to have a very good record
probably with a smafl wild trapping
market. From my discussions with
iccal bird keepers, it appears that
this has been a relatively recent
phenomenon - | believe the early
1980's. Before that time, | under-
stand wild caught birds were readily
available. In this regard, we can
only hope that other Asian countries
use Thailand as an example. In the
pets section of the huge Bangkok
Market, many tradsrs offer Finches
and other birds for sale. In 1998
and 2000, | saw Gouldians
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{Normals and White Breasted),
Peart Headed Siiverbilis {probably
imported from  Europe}), Mozam-
bique Green Singers (probabily io-
caily bred as singers}, many Austra-
Han Parrots {origin  gquestion-
able???), Bengalese, Asian race of
the Peaceful Dove, Diarnond doves
in a variety of mutations | have not
seen before. One caveat to Thai-
tand's record - | recall that in the
premises of one trader | noticed a
cage with a fowel over it - obviously
to hide the contenis. Being the
sticky beak that | am, | locked and &
group of about ten 1o fifleen Black
Headed Munias {race sinensis)
were inside. Given the circum-
stances, they were obviously wild
caught. According to Restall
{1996}, # is this race which is now
very rare in Thailand surviving in
only three small lpocations. Could
this be due to over trapping?

in regional areas of Thailand
Spice Finches {race fopela) are
caught for refease at Buddhist Tem-
ples. Unfortunately, many of these
birds are released in the middle of
Banghok and despite their relalive
adaptabdity, | doubt that many sur-
vive post release.

Vietnam

Hestall {1996) comments that in
Vietham, Spice Finches are caught
for human consumption. Whilst |
have not seen this, | have seen wild
trapped 8pice Finches and White
Rumped Munias in Hanol. There is
an isoclated population of White
Headed Munias in the wild in Viet
nam and { would not be surprised if
these are reguiarly trapped and
traded.

Curiously, there were pairs of
cage bred Red Biled Longtails and

Gouldians for sale in cane cages.
understand that these were im-
poried from Southern China.

India

{ vigited the Crawford Markets in
central Mumbati {formerly known as
“Bombay”} in May 2000. Yypical of
the Asian style, wild caught munias
were abundant. The most readily
available were the Tri Coloured Mu-
nia (L.malaccay and the Spice
Finch, race punctufaltz. Curiocusly,
the Tri Coloureds appeared a litlle
smaller than those in Australia and
the line between the black and
white on the underparis of each bird
was very well defined, in that the
white was pure snow white with no
traces of chestnut, uniike some of
our specimens in Australia {with
hybrid backgrounds). However,
Restall {1896} reports of vanations
on the #anks in wild popuiations
showing barring whilst others show
scalloping. He states that he saw
them at the Crawford Markeis but |
did not see such birds - mind you t
wasn't looking for them. There were
also Indian Silverbills, Java Spar-
rows, Macaws and Strawberry
Finches offered for sale. i visited no
other bird markets in India.

i viewed Zebra Finches and
Black Headed Munias in private
collections in the Maidives, which
were probably imported from Sn
fanka.

Phillipines

t recall when | was eight years
old my fathers work brought the
family to Manila for a year in 1980,
Back then Gouldian Finches were
offered for sale in the Manila Bird
markeis. | was there again in 1998
and i appears that most of their
finches are imported from Europe -
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though | did see some wild caught
Black Headed Munia's which were
either race formosana or jagor, |
was not sure. The [atter race is eas-
ity seen by searching the long grass
at Manado Airport or the entrance 1o
Sepilok QOrang U Tan Rehabifitation
Centre near Sandakan, Sabah, on
Borneo Malaysia. Dusky Munias
can aiso be seen in the shrubs and
yard fences near by.

Whydahs, both Pintailed and
Paradise (not surprisingly at the
ratic of 10 males to two females)
were abundant in the markets there
and so were Orange Bishop and
Napoleon Weavers. | can only as-
sume that these were wild caught
birds #om Africa imported either
directly or via Europe. Locally bred
white and fawn Java Sparrows, Ze-
bra finches and Bengalese were
available. Cther birds include, Pin-
tailed Parrot Finches, Gouldians,
Strawberries and if | recal correctly,
i believe there were aiso Cut
Throats, Orange Cheeks and Lav-

enders just 1o name a few.
Conclusion

| betieve that the issue of Finch
frapping in Asia is a reason for con-
cern.  As we know from history,
somelimes we act foo late and a
species gets ost through man's lack
of atention. i believe that there is &
real concern for some of the spe-
¢ies which are trapped in large
numbers. The White Headed and
Black Headed Nuns seem, at the
moment, 1o be able to withstand the
constant irapping - but | doubt the
Pintalled Parrot Finch is faring so
well even though # is caught in far
less numbers. The Java Sparrow is
an exampte of how a common bird
¢an become so rare through trap-
ping, # is now endangered in its
natural habitat.

References:

1. Restall, B , Murias and Manni-
kins, 1986, Pica

NFSS Election of Officers

As you know, this is an NFSS Election vear. In the last issue of the
NFSS Journal, the duties of all elected positions were explained in detail,
We are pleased to report that we already have al least one candidate for
each position - with the exception of Membership Direcior.

{ have been carrying the responsibifities of both the Membership Di-
rector and the NFSS Journal. Both jobs are reafly fun, but as the Journal
continues o expand, | am finding that my time is severely limited - and
have decided nat to run for another term as Membership Director.

if you have a fitle extra time, a computer, enjoy details and talking fo
people - please consider running for the office of NFSS Membership Di-
rector. { would be happy to provide any information needed and answer
any guestions you may have that might help in your decision. { can be
reached at (315} 524-7768 or by e-mail at mlauster@rochester.r.com.

‘thanks in advance for your considerationt
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A Visit to NFSS Region 5
Meet...

Terry Logan

In Pursuit of Amadines

Fifleen years ago | took a job as
& sales clerk in a small pet shop
where we sold everything fom
puppies to frogs. The owner was
based out of Chicago, linois, and
was able fo bring in a variety of
small animals, reptiles, and birds to
our Hifle shop, 60 miles south of
Chicago. Here | re-discovered
tinches. | bought several types of
finches including a pair of African
Silverbills. They quickly became my
favorite, they endeared themselves
to me, and this is how | began my
quest for Silverbills, This pair had
two chicks, one died af six weeks
and the other lived for eight years.
They never produced another chick
and { was never able io find another
African Silverbill after that. | read
any and every book | could find. |
particularly enioyed the books with
photos, angd one of my favorite
books was a copy of “Simon and
Schuster's Guide to Pet Birds” by
Matthew Vriends. That is where |
first saw the Pear! Headed Silverbill
on picture 56. | checked this book
out on several occasions over the
next tweive years just to look at the
only picture of #eardl Headed
Silverbills | was able to find. | was
determined to find them. Every pet
shop | went into | would ask the
same question, “Can you get Pearl
Headed Silverbilis?". The answer

was always the same, "Never have
seen them before - No, | can't get
them.” 1| read every pet classified in
every paper, called every number
listing finches, in every state | have
ever fived in, all to no avail.

in 1991 we moved to Bouider,
Coforado. There | found a locally
owned pet shop and | became
friends with the pet shop manager. |
bought several of my birds from him
and he bought some of mine. |
asked the same question of him,
"Can you get Pearl Headed
Silverbilis?” He wasn't sure what
they were but he gave me an oid
copy of S. E. Bird Supply and said
maybe Sigie could help me locate
some. | looked at this fist often,
dreaming of buying every kind of
bird | wanted. | wrote fo Sigie
requesting a ocurrent copy and
asked if he sold to the public. |
didn't hear anything for several
months and | had even given up. |
did finally get the “infamous List’
from Gigie and ! looked H over
again, dreaming of buying every
bird { wanted. | even calculated
how much it would cost. | found a
listing for Pear] Headed Amadines,
$50.00/pr. And | thought, “How odd -
& name so similar to Pearl Headed
Silverbills. | had no idea what an
Amadine was and i blew this off and
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continued my search - having no
idea that these birds wers, in fact,
what ! had been looking for.

In 1988 we bought our first
computer and naturadly | began
searching the web for the ever-
elusive Peard Headed Silverbills,
My search was fruitiess. In fagt

there was not much of anything
about these birds on the web.

Pheto ©Terry Logan

During my countless web searches |
did find an organization that called
itself NFSS. | looked over the web
page, lked it, saved ¥ in my
faviorites section, and visited the
web page several times. Most of
the good web pages from breeders
boasted membership in NFSS and |
soon made the connection between
good, experienced breeders and the
NFS3. | contacted the NFSS and
they sent me a Mar/Apr issue with
show resulls in it and as | flipped
through the pages | noticed a Pearl
Headed Amadine and thought,
*There is that bird again. | wonder
what a Pearl Headed Amadine is?”
Whatever it was, & was in severat
shows and appeared to do pretty
good. Up to this point, 1 had never
heard Pearl Headed Sifverbills
referred to as Pearl Headed
Amadine. The only picture of Pear!
Headed Silverbills | could find was
in a 20 year old library book and my
computer search was a bust.

Some of Terry™s Pearl Headed Amadines

In early Summer of 2000, | was
once again searching the net for
Pearl Headed Silverbills and made
a very sfartling discovery. | found a
web page that referred to Pearl
Headed Silverbills as Pearf Headed
Amadinest Instantly, | saw in my
head Sigie's Hst with Amadines -
$50.006/pr. ~ Peart Headed
Amagdine, Patrick Vance. | ran o
my room and dug up Sigie's list.

; There it was, in front of
me all the time. | never
understood these were
the birds | had been
looking for for so long! |
gug up the NFSS Bulletin
and discovered Patrick
Vance was a judge with
a phone number listed,
{I still have that issue,
vol. 17, no. 2}, | coulgn't
believe my luck! | cafled
Patrick at home and had a good
conversation with him, but was
disappointed o learm he wasn't
breeding Peart Heads. He did tel
me some very important information
about contacting Sigie Myer. Now,
anyone who has ever iried o
contact Sigie, knows how hard it is
o get him on the phone.

Later that Summer, 1 called Sigie
and was able o get him on the
phone. | thoroughly enjoyed our
conversation and he said to call
back around the 10" or 1™ of
September and he might know then
it he had any Amadines. i was a
long walt until | could make that
phone cail. 1 called on Sunday
evening and | got the best news |
had ever received relating to my
birds — he had some! | think my
heart stopped. | told him § would
have the money in the mail the next
day. | sent the lelter via Express
Mail. | wasn't taking any chances. |
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jook back now and realize. it was
probably over-kifl. Here's the best
part -~ 1 coughed up another

Depver - November 3. 20062, One o

paperwork. He had no idea he had
just sat in front of me the BEST
Present | had ever bought for

{ Terry™s Peart Headed

Amadines lukes sixth place af thelr it showingt (Top Righ)
Pl ©Terry Lovan

$100.00 for four more birds and
sert it also. § did restrain myself this
time and sent & regular mail. 1 had
enough now 1o buy 20 birds, WOW!
| waited an addiional four weeks
betore they couid be sent. | had
many sleepless nighis walting ~ |
was finally going o have my
Amadines.

{ got a call late Thursday evening
the end of October and it was Sigie
telling me the birds would be at the
Denver International Airport on
Friday atterncon. | left work earlier
than | needed to that day and had
my daughier drive me to the airport.
| could barely contain myself —
twelve years of searching was
finally over. The genileman behind
the counter brought a small wooden
box to the counter, sat # down in
frort of me. and finished his

myselt. | peered into the small wire
window, the first sight of them took
my breath away. Up to this point |
had never seen a Pearl Headed
Amadine, except in pictures.
Pietures DO NOT do these birds
justice. | got my birds out 10 the car
and one bird hopped up close to the
small window in the box, cocked is
head sideways the way birds do
when they look at something, and
fooked up at me. | will never forget
that grey speckied face peering out
at me from inside that box.
watched them all the way home as
they hopped back and forth, peering
out ai me, back under cover, then
back again to have another look.

i feel overwhelmingly in love with
these birds and don't think | will ever
find another | fancy so much.
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From the Association of Avian Veterinarians...

Infrared-Introduced
Carcinoma
in an African Grey Parrot

Alan K. Jones, BVetMed, MRCVS

**"Afll Rights Reserved"*”

The bird featured in this case
was an adult male African grey par-
rot imported into Engiand from Af-
rica. The bird was breught to the
veterinarian with depression, loss of
appetite, dehydration, and diarrhea
with mustard-yellow feces. The tests
werg negative for Chlamydophilia,
but positive for Salmonelia.

At this point, the owner did very
well, he noticed that the bird was
sick and brought it right away for
diagnosis and treatment.

The birg was isolated from oth-
ers in the group to prevent spread
of disease, and also o monitor
treatment and progress. The bird
was confined to a smaller cage, fed
soft foods, and additional heat was
provided in the form of an infrared
lamp suspended above the cage.
The heat source provided the
needed warmth and it duly recov-
ered from the Salmoneliosis. How-
ever, during recovery, obvious
scorching was found on the crown
of the bird's head, with erythema
and mild blistering, and some
leather loss.

The bird was paired with another
African grey and provided with a
nest box. The pair spent most of
their time inside of the nest box, so
observation was limited. Several
weeks after the birds were paired,
this bird (the male) was observed
sitling in a bowed position outside of
the nest box unable to # his head.
A crusty-grey lesion was noted on
the back of his head, approximately
2x3em in size. The bird was brought
in again for evaluation.

The bird was moderately thin,
unable to stand upright or fly. He
appeared to be unbalanced and
uncoordinated. The mass on the
head appeared to be constructed of
tayers of keratin material.

The bird was anesthesized and
the mags examinegd more clogely.
The crusty layers lified easily, re-
vealing an opening intg the skul
approximately 2em in diameter, with
inflamed borders, threugh which the
brain was visible. The bird died at
this point, and subsequent histologi-
cal examination of the removed
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mass revealed squamous-cell carci-
noma.

The take-home lesson here is
that while it is offen necessary o
provide heat, the heal source
should be positioned in such a2 way
that the bird can get away from the
heat if it chooses. For exampls. a
heat iamp should not be ioo close
and should be positioned fo one
side of the cage so there is also a

Also - while this bird was well
cared-for during the initial stages of
the illness, that attention deéterio-
rated after the apparent recovery
and the lasion was not noticed untll
# had progressed to a tumor of the
scalp and invaded through o skull
into the brain cavity.  If noticed ear-
lier, # may have been possible to
geal with this tumor successiully
bglore it became fatally invasive.

cool area, Also, to not provide -
rect infrared heat for too long a pe-
riod of fime.

Retoase #4. April. 2003, The Assuciution of Avian Yeterinarivns welcomes meni-
Bership from veterinarians with an interest in aviai medicine. Aunaal meetings
ahitel o guarterly journal provide o format for the latest in avian medical infor-
matian. Is your veterinarian o menher? Individuals wishing g sibscribe to the
Jemirnd of Avian Medicine wid Surgery muy write ta: AAY - PO Box 811720
Buca Ruaton, FL. 33488, Seawd yowr check for SO0 far ane year fwithin the
LS}

The New York
Finch & Type Canary Club

(Supports the Goals of Both NFSS & AFA)

We meet the second Sunday of every month (Except July
& August) and have a Feather Show in June (for young

bred & banded birds) and a large Annual Show 1n October.
Our President s an NFSS Judge and we have many out-
standing breeders in our group. For friendship, fun, &
education, join us,

Contact: Stan (718) 967-6899 (barstand@aaahawk.com}
Nizam (Pres.) (718) 835-8596
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The 5urworm Farm Ine

Your source for tasty mealworms,
superworms and crickets for your

finches and softbills.
10% off of your first order with the mention of this ad.

Visit us on the web at
www.superwormfarm.com
The Superworm Farm, Inc.

PO Box 25
Kempton, PA 19529
Telephone.: 866-844-9676

Fax: 610-756-3486
E-Mail: info @superwormfarm.com
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Meeting Your Frrends on the

NFSS Judgeas Panel

Compiled by Martha Wigmore

At any time during the year you may have the pleasure of meeting a
Nationai Finch and Softblil Soclety pane! judge at a show near you, Hobby-
ists like you, these individuals try to make every NFSS show they judge a
beneficial and educational experience for you and our guests. They have a
fot to share! To give you a personal glimpse of some of this venerable
crew’s experience and thoughts, we thought it would be fun fo confact our
NFSS Panel Judges this year with a list of questions — the same guestions
that NFSS founding member Nancy Reed asked our judges back in 1986
(see JuifAug 1986 issue of The NFSS Bulleting!

Responding o this guestionnaire were: Nizam Ak, Charles Anchor, Laura
Bewley, Harold Bowles, Dr. Al Decoteau, Stephen Hopain, Sally Huntington,
Armarndo Les, Conrad Meinert, Palrick Vance, Jerri Wiesenfeld, and Martha
Wigmore.

My thanks to those of you who took the time to contribute.

1. WHAT {8 YOUR ONE FAVORITE SPECIES OF FINCHES
OR SOFTBI.LSY?

Ali: Shama Thrush. tee: Gouldians.

Anchor: Zebra. Meinert: | really don't have a
Bewley: Magpie Mannikin. favorite, | like them all.

. . Vance: Without guestion, the
Bowles: gzgén Singing and Gouldian finch.

Decoteau: Gouldian and Royal Weisenfeld: Java Rice Birds.

Starling. Wigmare: Zebra. ilove the
Hoppin: 1do not have one fr? gie,f:gga?f breeding
favorite. conformation.

Hurntington: Mannikins, Waxbills, &
Mousebirds
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2. iF MONEY WERE NO OBJECT, WHAT ONE PAIR OF FINCHES OR

All:
Anchor:
Bewiey:

Decoteau:

Hoppin:

SOFTBILLS WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO OWN?

Shama Thrush. Huntington: Grand Mannikins
Variegated Wrens. {Lonchura grandis).
Piush Crested Jay. Lee: Gouldians.

Bali Mynah (once Melntert: Fairy Biue Birds.

again}. Vance: The Pictorelia.

Truly, nothing comes  Weisenfeld: Bali Mynahs.

to mind. Wigmore: White-crested Laugh-

ing Thrush.

WHAT 18 YOUR MOST EXCITING BREEDING SUCCESS (RARITY, SIZE

Alk:
Anchor:

Bewley:

Decoteau:
Hoppin:

Huntington:
Lee:
Meinert:
Vance:
Weisenfeld:

Wigmore:

OF CLUTCH, MUTATION, WHATEVER)?

Shafttail Finch.

Every fime an egg hatches. How the Man upstairs gets it
raised. Human parents shouid pay that kind of aftention to
their children.

Any success is exciting. Once | had a pair of normal Zebras
that had a clutch of 5. They were all mailes. Then their next
clutch. of again 5, were al female. | have never had all of one
sex in a clutch betore or singe.

Hoval Starling — 3 chicks.

Tie: 10 years of domestic breeding of the Black Crested Finch
{parent raised & closed banded); One dozen Pintail Nonparei
Parrot Finches {fostered to Society Finches & closed banded;
also achieved 32 pts. with one cock in short span}.

White-eared Buibul, Purple Honeycreeper.

Breeding Red Quelea Weavers.

Bali Mynah — 3 in cluteh; Brazilian Cardinals — 2 in clutch.
Raising 3 Metbas in 2001.

When | used to have a lot of pairs of breeding Lady Gouldians
ali raising their own chicks.

{ had a pair of Zebras {a Hood/Vargo pairing} that produced
exquisitely conformed off-spring, eaming 74 pts. among them
in fust 2 show seasons (1998-99). It was very exciting!
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4, HAVE YOU SUCCESSFULLY BRED AND RAIBED
ANY SOFTBILLSY WHATY
Anchor: Plush-crested Jays Huntington: Pekin Robins. Tana.
. e gers, Mousehirds,
Decoteaw: §severai - Peklr] Hoh- White eared Bulbu,
ing. Royal Starling. Purple Honeycreeper,
#ynahs - Indian Hill & B
£ali, plus many mare. Meinert: Bali Mynah, Brazitian
Cardinals, Pekin Rob-
Hoppin: Not bred, however s
hand-raised Superh
Stading and Red-
crested Towrano.
£, HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN BREEDING
FINGHES AND SOFTBILLS?
Ali: 30 vears plus. Huntington: Oyer 20 years,
Anchor: Since 1959 Lee: Toolong.
Hawley: 21 yoars. Meinert: B0 ypars.
Bowles, 25 years Vance: 20 vears this month
(BAX.
Dscotean: 50 years,
, . Walsenfeld: Approx, 22 years,
Hoppin: Since 1979- 23 years,
Wigmore: Since 1978, 23 years.

6. DO YOU HAVE A PERSONAL TIF THAT IS PERHAPS UNIQUE TO
Y{UR FACILITY? {NESTING, NUTRITION, CAGING, WHATEVER?)

Bewley:

Decoteau:

Hoppin:

Huntington:
Lea:

CVanes:

Have a¢ much light in room s possible. The brighter the
room the heatter.

Caging ~ using much planting including long grasses.

Mo one personal tip that is unique. Altempt to provide as
naturg enwirgnment as possible, provide necassary nutrition,
provide balance of cormpatibility within mixed fight/s, provide
groper llght and necessary resting phase.

Birds are raised outside in planted flights

System -
etc.

got 1o have a systermn for breeding, eeding. cleaning,

The most valusbie thing Fve learmed aver 20 years is the impaor-
tance of certain vitaming, padicularly vitamin A, | credit Roberl
Black for reducing the mortatity rate of juvenfa Gouldians.
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Weisenfeld:

Wigmore:

Always keep a first aid kit or similar box in the aviary in case
of injuries and a clean smalt cage nearby for babies or aduils
# they need {0 be separated due o injury or illness.

The more systemnatic | am, the better have been my resulis
with the birds. Have had great resuits feeding sprouted seeds
and mini-mealworms with rarer varieties.

7. WHAT ONE SPECIES OR MUTATION WOUILD YOU WISH TO
BECOME MORE PROLIFIC, AND THEREFORE MADE
MORE EASILY AVAILABLE AND AFFORDABLE?

Ali: Shafiail. Huntington: Mannikins and Mu-
Bewley: Any of the Waxbills. nias.
they are a great size Lee: Waxbills.
for any breeder, won- . . .
deriut to watch and Meinert: Pekin Robins.
have some entertain- Vance: Either the Pictoreila or
ing 5ongs. the Agstralian Crim-
Decoteau: Bali Mynah, Indian Hilt son Finch.
Mynah. Weisenfeld: Cordon Blues.
Hoppin: No one species or Wigmore: Any of the Whydahs.
mutation {for myself,
that is}.
8. DO YOU BREED YOUR FINCHES/SOFTBILLS IN:
INDIVIDUAL CAGES? FLIGHTS? MIXED?
BA, WHAT/WHERE/WITH WHAT? (SUCCESSFULLY)
All: Yes.
Anchor: Individuat cages.
Bewley: ! have pairs set up in individual cages.
Bowies: individual cagss.
Decoteau: Mixed — most in planted aviaries
Hopplre: Currently mixed flight {(approx 20 x 40°) — Parson, Choc, Seit
Societies, Fawn Self Socisties.
Huntington: Zebras in individual cages. All the rest in mixed flights.
Lee: Mixed. Both Cages and Flights.
Meinerl: Individual cages.
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Vance:

Weisenteld:

Wigmore:

Ali of the above. Some are community bred, certain species
have a fight to themselves {i.e. Javas, White-breasted Nuns
& Psarl-headed Amadinegs). Zebras are always bred individu-
ally in cages. | even have 1 pair of breeding Melbas in a com-
munity flight.

Mixed. Cutside aviary - mixed spegies in one flight. Inside -
individual breeding cages and #light breeding with 2-3 pairs of
same species.

In indivich:al cages my best results are with ali wire, 18" x 18”
x 36” or even smaller cages. one pair 10 a cage. Bread Je-
bras. Gouldians. Societies, Green Singers, and Diamond
Doves in this manner. { aiso have bred Cape Doves, Gold-
breasted Waxbills. Cutthroats. and oiher African species in
large mixed flights in warm, dry basement, well lit with lights
on g fimer. Even had Golden Song Sparrows nest in mixed in-
door flights.

Ali:

Anchor:

Bewley:

Bowies:

Decotesu:
Hoppin:

Hurtington:
Lee:
Meinert:
Vance:

Weisenfeld:
Wigmore:

. HAVE YOU EVER FOSTERED EGGS? CHICKS?

9A. WHAT/WITH WHAT?

Yes {eggs and chicks). Society Finch.
Zebras under Socleties.

| have not fosterad eggs or chicks but have handfed Cut-
throats and Zebra chicks due o problems with the parenis.

Gouldians with Society.
No.

1982 - 1892 Shafizils, Owis, Pintail Nonpariels under Society
irios {2 cocks, 1 hen). Eliminated fostering once achigving
parent-raised birds.

No. | hand raise, # necessary.
Yes. Societies.
Yes. Eggs to Societies. Goulds 1o Socicties.

Both, using Bengalese finches, usually 2 maies. I've had no
success using Zebras as foster parents.

MNe.

Gouldian eggs under Socleties, it nesded, though usually my
chicks are parent-raised.
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10. WHAT ULTIMATE MUTATION OF A SPECIES WOULD YOU LIKE TO

All:

Bewtey:
Decoteau:

Hoppin:

SEE PRODUCED? (BE IMAGINATIVE.)

South American Seed
£ater Finch.

fied Java Rice Bird.
The ali-white Crow.

Vance: A Had-breasted
Gouldian.

Welsenfeid: A Biue Zebra or & Yel-
low Java.

None - well, mayhe
iust a Black Canary.

11. ARE FINCHES/SOFTBILLS YOUR MAIN INTEREST??

11A. IF NO, WHAT 1S YOUR SPECIALTY?

118, WHAT SPECIES OTHER THAN FINCHES AND SOFTBILLS DO

Al
Anchor:
Bewley:

Bowles:
Decoteau:
Hoppin:

Huntington:
Lee;
Meinert:

Vance:

Wiesenfeid:
Wigmore:

YOU KEEP?

Yes. Also keep Canaries.
Love chickens.

Yes. Also kesp Amazon Parrots, Mevers Parrots, Nanday
Conures.

No. 11A. Cockatiels. 11B. Cockatiels & Hookbills.
| keep them ail.

No, bromeliads & orchids. 11A. Pitcaimias (Bromeliads). 1B,
Pet African Grey “Digger,” pet Yellow Coliared Macaw “Bart.”

Yeos. Also kesp a few of the Grasskests.
Yes. Alsc keep Canaries - Type and Colorbred.

No. 11A. Diamond Doves, Pacific Parrotlets, Lineolated
Parakeets. 11B. Diamond Doves, Pacific Parrotiets. Lingo-
{ated Parakeets, Cockatiels.

Finches, yes. | keep 40+ species of finches, 4 species of
doves. plus a handfu! of small hookbiils, i.e. Parrotiets,
Bourkes {1 pair), Scariet-chested Parakeets {2 Pairs), and of
course my companion parrotf, an Indian Ringneck.

Yes.

Yes. At present, none other than finches {and 3 special chil-
drenl). | have raised FRock Pebblars and Red-rump Grass
Parakeets as well as Cockatiels and Canaries.
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12. WHAT DO YOU FEEL IS THE MOST IMPORTANT FAULT FOUND N

Adiz
Anchor:

Bewiey:

Bowles:
Decoteau:
Hoppin:

Huntington:
Lee:
Meinert:
Vance:

Weisenfeld:

Wigmore:

EXH{BITION BIRDS?

Feet & wings.

Owners not paying altention o detalls, Le. overgrown beaks,
long nails. Lack of cage training.

Top line — the line a bird displays from the head down to the
fail.

Condition.
Conformation in Gouldians.

Conformation, i.e. Goulds — flat heads, Zeebs — gver-chesteds
lumpy.

Dirty feet & cages.
Conformation.
Lack of training & congition.

Improper conditioning — generaily for most finches. For Ze-
bras, it's conformation or lack thereof. For Goulds, it's confor-
mation problems where the bird is too long & thin.

Their owners who take the competition too seripusly! Showing
the same bird over & over without thinking of the bird's health
& well-being.

Poor body conformation.

13. WHEN YOU COME 7O JUDGING THE BEST iN SHOW, WHAT DO
YOU CONSIDER THE MOST COMMONLY APPARENT FACTOR FOR A

Bewley:

Bowies:
Decoteau:
Hoppin:
Huntington:

Wigmore:

BIRL PLACING LOWER IN THE TOP TEN?

Feather condition 1% iee: Distance to the stan.
Presentation 2™, dards.

Condition. Meinert: Condition.
Conformation. Vance: Conditioning.
Conformation fault. Weisenfeld: Poorer conformation,

Second, condition. condition, getting tired
and laying on the

Condition. perch,

At this point in the show, | am comparing the birds, reviewing
how “good an orange this orange is overall” vs. how “good a
banana this one is overall.” No one particular factor regularly
bumps entries down, in my mind.
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14. DC YCOU FEEL FINCHES AND SOFTBILLS ALWAYS SHOW BETTER
IN A SHOW BOX OR DO YOU THINK CERTAIN SPECIES MAY SHOW

Ali:
Anchor:
Bewiey:

Bowles:
Decoteau:
Hoppin:

Huntingtor::
fee:
Meinert:
Vance:

Weisenfeld:

Wigmore:

BETYER IN AN CPEN CAGE? FOR INSTANCE,

WHAT TYPE OR SPECIES?
Show box. Zebra Finch. Star Finch, Cordon Bleu Waxbil

Always irt a box {show box).

| think it depends on the individual bird. But most seem to
shiow best in a show box because of the security they receive
from the walis of the box. Sorme birds who want to ses what's
going on or who keep jumping on wire of box to see out would
show better in a cage.

Show box of some type.
Show box.

t do not feel they “always” show better in a show box. | have
exhibited certain birds in an open cage that have displayed
their demeanor much better ~ depends on personality of bird.
Successes in open cage: Gold-breasted Waxbil (BiS of 184
entries} & Red Crested Touraco.

Show box,

Show box.
Show box.

t know niothing about softbills, however my experience is that
finghes tend to settfe down in a show box & are far more
flighty in an open cage.

Firches definitely show better when trained for a show cage.
Small softhills do well in a show box, however large softbilis
may do better in an open cage. They may sfay in condition
better - tail, etc.

| think show boxes offer a greater sense of security to most
birds at the show. It is important to construct the cage that will
best show off the species, though. | will never forget seeing
Dr. Val Clear's hummingbirds in specially constructed show
boxes! # was thriling! Please, share your birds at the showsH

J L8

¥ |

Crrivingd Drawing by DU hrisiine Kitar
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15, WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR JUDGES ABOUT DEALING
WITH HOST CLUBS WHEN MAKING TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS TO

Bewley:

Bowles:

Decoteau:

Hoppin:

Hunting-
ton:

Lee:

Meinert:

Vance:

Wigmore:

A JUDGING ASSIGNMENT?

Most clubs have been happy for me to make my own ar-
rangements. That gives them less work and saves many calls
of “is this geod for you.” | have driven to most of my last judg-
ing assignments so { don't have any stories o tell of lats.

Mast of the time { make my frave! arrangements, then receive
payment at show time.

Always have the host ¢lub purchase tickets and maintain
awareness of any changes. My worst experience was taking
an airport limo to the wrong (same name} hotel — 35 mites
away.

ALWAYS get contract in writing. | have come to the conciu-
sion it is better {for me) to have host club make flight arrange.
ments and buy licket.

| feel it is bestif the judge buys the ticket and the host club re-
imburse for whatever is a fair price.

| prefer to buy my own and then coliect from the club. Check
with the host club about your arrival and depariure times. You
don't want to be waiting at the airport for a long time, but we
are considerate about their time. Bring some food in case
they drop you at & motsi that is many miles from the nearest
restaurant. Be prepared.

H ke to make my arrangements $0 I'm not sitting in an airport
for hours.

: { prefer that the host club make ail arrangements & give the
club the date & general time that I'd prefer to depart. (131
broke my leg one month before the Toronto show — & Cana-
dian judge replaced me. {2) Arrived at a Missouri airport sev-
eral hours late & there was no one waiting at the airport for
me. The woman who was to greet me lotaled her car en-route
to the airport. | finally reached my hote! around 4 a.m.

Oh, the stories we could telllf The frequently occurring
“judges’ nightmare” is being dropped off Friday night at a mo-
tel too far from dinner foodi Qooo, after feaving home at 8
a.m. and traveling all day, bagged chips from the vending ma-
chine are just so yurnmy for dinner! ~grin- | like to make my
own arrangements, but | had some really tough experiences
after 8-11 that showed me that judges need to take time to be
clear with host clubs about who will bear the financial burden
of increased Hight costs due fo bankrupt airlines andfor can-
cetted flights — or even cancelled shows!li Many times, iudges
(being human, too) just cannot afford the financial risk.
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Anchor:

Hoppin:

Meinert:

Wigmore:

ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS FROM JUDGES

§ would really like to ses doves & quail taken out of our Sogi-
ety. in no way are they cage birds.

Questions | have: What trends in NFSS judging have you
liked/disliked over the years? Do you review NFSS standards
with the gallery? Do you refer to entries using specific name
{i.e. St. Helena Waxhill, Black-chesked Waxbill. etc.) or do
you commonly refer {0 entries as "this Hitfle bird,” *this one,”
eic.?

 don't helieve clubs realize what a judge goes through fo
judge for some ciubs!

Bird shows and fairs require “work”, but so what!li You touch
& LOT of lives by putting them on and getting our birds and
our great hobby GUT there — o share with others! The work is
hard - on ail sides, the rewards are tremendous, and our
birds are wonderfull We had lois of new show exhibiiors this
past ysar. YOU therei!! - help someone out with birds and
equipment! # doesn’t happen by magic — but # sure ain't
rocket science o keep this special hobby going. Thank yvou
for ALL you do!

2003 NFSS Financial Report for the period 1/1/03 to 3/31/03 - First Otr.
The numbers in parentheses are 2003 budget figures.

CASH IN ACCOUNTS:

Checking - Main & Bands 631.47
Checking - Membership 3,047.78
Checking - FinchShop 31144
Savings 19.440.37

Advances 800.00

Total Cash In Accounts - 24,231.08
INCOME:

Band Sales 4768015 (8.500.00
Membership 6.327 .50 (22.085.00)
FinchShop 482.03 (4.950.00}
Affiliations 775.00 (1.500.04}
43t VPAudges Panet  100.00 (260.00}
Journat 512.21 {1,500.00)
Awards 3060 {2,560.00)
Finch/Softbill Save 30.00 (0.0
Adverlising 3.00 (0.0
Misc. 56.58 (0.00)
Totat - 13.936.48 {39.305.00}

Totai Gain/loss - B41.70 {-753.00)

Respectiully submitted.
Mark Pheips. NFSS Treasurer

EXPENSES:
3.155.81 (6.163.00)
301.65 (1.084.00)
164.50 (3.706.00)
123.15 (350.00)
0.00 {175.00}
7.985.78 (22.600.00)
25.75 (2,500.00)
108.22 (200.00)
0.00 {750.00}
577.98 {2.530.00)

13.094.78 {40.058.00}




PRICE LIST - SPRING, 2603

{Priced as PAIRS; singles add 10.000)
Prices subject to change without notice.

Australian Finches/Parraifinche.

Normal Gouddiansg 1360.00
Yelow Gouidians 185.00
Blis Gouldians 300.00

Red Headed Parrotfinches 200.00
Blue Faced Parroffinches  140.00
Forbes Parrotiinches 325.00
Peaies Parrotfinghes 453.00
Pintailed Parrot Finches  125.00

Star Finches 100.60
Isabelis Red Fagsd Stars  140.00
Yeilow Faced Stars 140.00
Owi Finches 120.00
Heck Shaftails 100.00
Fawn Shaftaiis 140.00
Cherry Finches 140.00
Painted Firetails 375.00
Sydney Waxbills 225.00
White Beilied Crmson

Finches 450.00
Diamond Firetails 150.00

Fawn Diamond Firstails  175.00
Yeilow Rumped Firetails  175.00
Silver Biamond Firetails  480.00
Masked Grassfinches 160.00

African Finches

Blue Cap Waxbills 80.00
Red Faced Crimson Wings100.00
Swee Waxbills 100.08
Purple Grenadiers 250.00
Melba Finches 100.00

Biack Cheeked Waxbills  120.00
Jameson's Firefinches 175.00
Pater's Twinspots 150.00
Greensingers 200.00

Grassparrols/l.oties
Scariet Chested Parakeets 250.00

Turguoisines 200.00
Red Beilied Turquoisines  350.00
Rosy Bourkes 150.00
Pink Bourkes 250.00
Elagant Parrots 200.00

Fed Fianked Lorikeets 500.00

Whaolesale prices available
for
arders over 33000,

Will ship via airlines. Approximale cosl s $99-$180.
No USPS shipping.
Cashijers check or money onder gladly aocepled.
Major credit cards accepted through Paypal,

Kharnh Tran
3439 NE Sandy Bivd #303
Portland, Cregon 97006

503-936-8636 {after 6pm PST)

khanhbatran@hotmail.com

www.avesrarus.com
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BioSecurity Recommendations
for Indoor Aviary
By Sandee L. Molenda, C.A.S.

1. Isolation ~

a} No buying or tradfing of birds.

b} No forgign cage birds admitied onto
the property.

€} No admittance to the aviary by any
person other than self.

d} Quaranting, hospital, nursery, show
birds and breeding facifties housed
in separate buiidings.

g) Do not attend bird marts, swap
mesls or poultry exhibitions.

f} Do notkeep poultry or game birds.

2. Quarantine -

a} All birds that leave the property for
any reason are quarantined for a
misimum of 90 days.

b} Al birds returned to the property
must be tested before returning to
the aviary.

¢} Separate food and water from
breeding aviary.

d} Always service quarantined birds
fast.

e} Shower, change ciothes and shoes
after servicing quarantined birds.

3. Hygiene -

a) Shower and change of clothes,
shoes upon retusn from any bird re-
lated activity {vet visits, bird club
meetings, trips to pet shopffeed
store}.

b} Wash hands before & after servic-
ing alt birds.

¢} Wear specific clothes/shoes for use
gniy in aviary.

e} Shower, change of shoes/clothes
after servicing quarantined/

hospitalized birds.

i Step in pan of disinfectant prior to
entering aviary.

g} Use air cleaners/ilters in aviary.

Pet Bird
Biosecurity Recommendations

1} Quarantine all new birds for at ieast
90 days.

2} Quaranting bird {if others are pre-
sent) after veterinary exams or after
bird retums to the home for any
reason.

3} Keep separate food and water be-
tween quarantined bird and other
household pets.

4} Service guarantined birds last.

5} Shower, change clothes and shoes
after serving quarantined birds.

6} Never take bird to maris, flea mar-
kets, swap mesets, bird ¢club meet-
ings or events whers other birds
are located.

7} Do not attend or purchase items at
bird maris or swap mests.

) Do not take bird out inte the public.

8} Always wash hands before handling
pird; have others wash hands be-
fore handiing your bird.

10} Shower, change clothes and shoes
after attending any area where
birds may have been present in-
cluding pet shops and feed stores.

11} Spray Lysol or other disinfectants
on shoes prior to entering home; do
the same to any visitor that comes
inte your home.

12} Purchase food and supphies from
dealers that do not have birds or
keep birds in separate faciities.



Spring 2003 Finch List

Floyd Barrett, College Park, Georgia, 404-768-0697
Shipping Available -10% discount for NFSS Members

Aftican (tdl (Serious cifineloides) ... $80/pr
Black-cheeked Waxbill

{Estrilda Erythronotos) .............c... $120/pr
Black-crowned Waxhilt

{Estrilda poonula)........oorrrerenrenn, $200/pr
Blze-capped Cordon Bleu

{Uraeginthus cyanocephalys) ....... $80/pr
Bhie-breasted Cordon Bleu

Uiraeginthus angolensis.............. $80/pr
Cherry Finch {Fudemosyne madesta} $120/pr
Cherry Finch {Isabel) .......coceevnvnn.. $180/pr
Gimson Finch SA e $250/pr
Crimson Pieated finch SA. v $250/pr
Biamond Firetait {Emblema guftafa).... $130/pr
Diamond Firetail {fawn) $150/pe
Emerald Spotted Dove.......cov.r...s e $150/pr
Pigmy Ground Dove...o.oevererrerirarrns $100/pr
Dybowski Twinspot

{Fuschistospiza dybowski ........... $175/pr
Female gold breasted waxbilt.............. $80/ea
Golden-breasted Bunting

{Emberiza faviventris) .......overere, $130/pr
Goldfinch, New Zealand

{Carduslis Carduelis} ..........ervrvnns $69/pr
Gouldian Finch {red, black, yellow head)

{Chloebia gotldiae) oo rrervecronns $150/pr

Gouldian Finch (white breasted) $200/pr
Green Singer {Serinis mozambe)........ $125/ea
Grey Singer {Yellow-rumped Serdn}
{Serinus alrogulans} .....ocovvvcverae.
Reddegged Honeycreeper ......
Purple-Jegged Honeycreeper ..
JAEATINE FIE oo rverirareresrrisirens $100/pr
Masked Grass Finch
(Poephila personata) ........occverne.
Metba Finch {Pytiia melba) ...
Nuns, White and Black Hooded
{Lonchura Malacea, L. mafa)
Owl Finch {Poephita bichenovi.......... $175/pr

$100/pr

Painted Finch{Emblema picta} ............ $450/pr
Parrot Finches:
Blue-faced (Erythrura tichroa) ... $225/pr
Forbes {Erythrura trfco!or} ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ $350/pr
Peales e $500/pr

Pirda Nonpariel
{Erythrura prasina prasing ......$150/pr

Yelfow Pintail Nonpariel................ $250/pr

Red Headed {Erythrura psittacea} $250/pr

Red-Headed Pied........co.orvreeuroner, $450/pr

Red-Headed Sea Green................ $250/pr
Peter's Twinspot

{Hypargos niveogutiatus}............ $150/pr
Purple Grenadier

{Yraeginthus aanthinogasted ....... $250/pr
Quail finch {Limited Pairs Available}

{Ortygospiza atricollis §.......cvun... $150/pr
White Button Qua.........coorcrurerirnnirens $25/pr
Red-browed Firetadl {Sydney waxbill}

{Aegintha femporalis) .......rerverer $280/pr
fed-faced Grimson Wing

{Cryptospiza reichenovil............ $120/pr
Red-headed Finch

{Amadina erythrocephald ........... $80/p¢
Red Munia {strawberry]

{Amandava amandava} ..........or.r $80/pr
Shafttail {Poephila acuticauds} ......... $100/pr
Saint Helena Wasbill ......cooververnreenies $120/pr
Star Finch, Red faced

Neochmia ruficauda) $100/pr
Star Finch Yeflow faced..., $120/pr

Sitverbilt (Lonchura malabaricd) ........ $40/pr
Silverbill Grey-headed
{Lonchura griseicapalia) .............. $80/pr
Paradise Tanager........ccorvverirerrevenns $1200/pr
Torquoise Tanager {T. mexicand) ....... $400/pr
Vioiet-eared Wabill
{Uraeginthus granafing} ..............
Scaly-crowned Weaver
{Sporopipes smmffrms}
Golden Weaver ...
Whydahs:
Shaft-tailed (Queen} {Vidua regia) .5175/pr
Straw-tailed{Fisher) Vidua fischer) . $175/pr
Paradise {Steganura paradisaed} ... $180/pr
Steet Blue {Vidua Aypochering...... $180/pr
Yeiiow-bellied Waxbill (Swee}

(Estriida melagnotis]......ooorerrererer $80/pr
Yetiow Canary (Giant Green Singer)
{Serinus favinventr’s) ........ceinn. $120/pr

Bamboo parrot finch, Papuan parrot chh Cnmson chh New Guinea Mannikin, Leaf Birds, Frult
Doves, Broadbifls, Rare Pigeons, Fairy BlueBird and many more, Calt for price and avallabillty,




HUNTINGTON TRIAGE
FOLDAWAY CAGE

LS Patent Number 6,311,643

A SHOW CAGE, HOSPITAL CAGE,
TRAVEL CAGE OR QUARANTINE CAGE

NO MORE PAINTING
NO MORE BROKEN SPLINTERED CAGES
16 UNFOLD TO FIT IN AN AVERAGE SUITCASE
EASY TO STERILIZE & DISINFECT
NEW ... EVEN EASIER TO ASSEMBLE

ORDER NOW! $34.95 prus suippine

R58-452-9423
WWW.FLIGHTSOFFINCHES.COM
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Clayton’s Dad
By Jerry Berreth, Carver, OR

Whoall It's dark and tight in here. But, I've been pecking hard
and now | can move better. But little legs or something keep Kicking
me. | heard a chirp! Was that me? Now somebady keeps sitling on
me and { hear more chirping. Then | feel something picking me up.
Where am { going? Who will feed me?

i hear a voice say, “You held him white | ix his food”. Hey, #
sounds good 10 me. So then | get an eyedropper of baby bird food.
WOW! | was hooked! Then | just slept. When | awoke and made a
big racket chirping, Mom would feed me again.

Then one day my eyes opened and | saw Mother feeding me
with the eyadropper. Then Mom handed me fo a great big thing: MY
DAD Now, | knew | had a Mom (she fed me) and a DAD {he hseid me
and tafked o me}

Now all | needed was a name. Bad falked about how | was
the ione Society Finch in that nest. Kinda like the Lone Banger. | did-
o't fke it. But Dad came through. Clayton Moore played the Lone
Ranger in the old movies, right? So his name is Clayton. | was s0
happy. i now have a Mom, a Dad, a name and i can fiy now, 100 - and
fsure do. #'s 50 cool to go down my fly-way {(Mom calis i the hallway}
into the Zoo. She calis that the Bird Room. She has 30 or 40 of these
cage things full of different pretly Finch birds for me to iook at.

She is so nice. She put a thing on the outside of a cage for
me fo stay in. She cails it a *nest”, but me and Dat cail t my Pad! |
love it. | come and go as i please - and no rent either.

| gotta tell ya, Mom makes special food for those birds, and
seed and water, too. She even puis some out for met

But, in the morming, when the lights come on where me and
those bird guys live, | know Dad and Bolly will be eating soon. | told
you about my Dagd and Mom - but Dolly is their dog. What I've heard is
that she is a Dalmatian. | like her, but for instance, | hear sounds from
the kitchen. ifly in, take a look - coolt Dad's making us breakfast. |
go for a fite wake-up flight. Fiy back to the table - land on Dad's
plate. Hmmm..eggs, toast, glass of milk...it's great! Lord knows |
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gon't eat much. But Dolly looks at me like I'm a pig. Don't know what
her problem is. | don't eat her dog food - Ughl

Growing up with Mom and Dad, I've come to love pizza, ta-
©0s, burgers, ice cream, cake, soda pop {but only Diet Coke). And
guess what? My Dad loves the sarme food | do?

However, my Mother works hard 0 feed her birds 8 healthy
diet. When she cuts up greens, | iike to help by getting in the bowl or
sitting on the knife blade. And Yes, Il have a snack of it now and then.

¥ so happy! | fiy when and where { want. | have breakfast
with Dad, the day to myself, then dinner with Mom and Dad. in the
avening, we have snacks and waich TV. | get up at first light, so after
Wheet of Fortune at 8:00, | fiy in to my bed.

But - then one day, I'm sitting on the phone (Well, you sit
where you like. |like the phone.. if's warm, sort of) Anyway, all of a
sudden, there's g flulter of wings. One of Mom's birds must have got-
ten out of jail {i thought). | flew over to Dad to tell him there was an
escaped and possibly dangerous bird over by Mom. Boy-oh-boy, |
couldn’t believe it when Mom picked up that thing - calied #t Lu-Luy, and
kissed her right on the BEAK! A Shafi-tall yet!! | swear, if  was to
have a pet bird, an Owl Finch or maybe a Canary would be MY ¢hoice.
Oh welit!

| stili have the air-space to myself - except for Mom's pet
Shafttailll  Lu-Lu foliows me here-there-and-everywhere | go. She
lands by me and goes, "Yada-yada-yada, blah-biah-bigh”. | fly to an-
other room and - bings! Here comes Lu-tu again. She's a real bird
brain.

Then one day, | started feeling odd. | mean really weirdi |
just want fo sit in my Pad. And then - WOW - | iaid an egg? That pest
Lu-Ly turned out to be & real friend.  She'd sit on top of my house and
say stuff like, "Breathe, breathe deep, relax, now push, push™ Wih
her help, | iaid five eggs!

i heard Mom tell Dad. "Guess what? Your BOY. Clayton. laid
five eggst” Dad said, “That's my boyt He's a super bird. He can do
anything he wanis!t”

flove Mom. 1kinda #ke Lu-Lu - But ain't my Dad greatii!

Claytory
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‘Wisconsin
Cage Bird Club, Inc.

Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc. (WCBC)

Z6th Annual Show

to be held on

Saturday, June 28th, 2003
RAMADA INN

500 South Koeller - Oshkosh, Wi 54902
Phone: 920-235-3700

FOUR DIVISIONS;

SPBE Judged by Miii Sparzak
ACS jutged by Bert McAuiay
NFSS judged by Miki Sparzak
Plus 2 ABS shows judged back-to-back, same day
ABS judged by Larry Moore (WCBC) and
ABS Judge Fred Wagner (WINGS)

Hote! Rooms: $45/ea {single or doubie}
Banquet: $15/per person {chiidren under 12, $7.50)

Questions: Contact Bernie Rahmiow at (320} 231-8606
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NFSS Legislation News —
May, 2003

By Harry Bryant,
NFSS Legislative Director

This year continues to be chal-
lenging to the bird-owner/avigulturist,
and up-to-date information on legisia-
tion and other issues affecting bird
owners can aiways be found on the
“Legislation” page {btip://
www.niss org/legis/legismain himi}

manage the recent END outbreak,
which wi#t also reguiate ali poultry
ang exofic birds in Texas. Informa-
tion, addresses and sample lefters
have Deen placed on the NFSS web-
site  at bitp:/fwww.niss oraflegis/
Statelnto/TX/MB-2328/TX-HB2328-

on the NFS5 website.

STATE NEWS
CALIFORNIA

Legislation (AB-202) was intro-
guced on January 28, 2003 {0 the
California  Assembly that would
make it iliegal for pet stores o pos-
sess or sell unweaned baby birds.

Over the last couple of months,
it has become even more apparent
that this bill is not about protecting
baby birds, but is about furthering
the agenda of several Animal
“Hights” groups!

Onoe again, ¥ is extremely im-
portant that we all send letters ob-
jscting to this bill, and more informa-
tign on this matter as welt as sam-
ple lefters and the addresses to
send them to are located on the
NFSS website at hitp:/f
www.niss orgflegis/stateinfo/cal/AB-
202-main him

TEXAS
Texas tLegislators have written

well-meaning, but misguided., legisia-
tion  (H.B.2328}, in an attempt to

1.htm
ANIMAL RIGHTS ACTIVITY

Feds Target Animal Righis
Activists in New Jersey &
Washington

{Seattle Times — 4/24/03) Agents
from the Joint Terrorism Task Force
raided a University District home yes-
terday and another site in Newark,
N.J., in connection with an investiga-
fion Into arsons and other acls of
vandalism associated with radical
animal and environmemtal groups.

According 1o a search warrant
on filg in U.S. District Court in Seat-
fle, agents are investigating sus-
pected violations of two federal stat-
utes involving threatening interstate
commmnications and "animal enter-
prise terrorism” - ferrorism against
companies involved in animal enter-
prises,

Assistant U.S. Attorney Andrew
Friedman said he could nol commernt
because the investigation is continu-
ing and because the alfidavits justify-
ing the search are sealed. No arrests
were made,
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Other Articles concerning
Animal “Rights™ Groups on the
NFSS Website

+ Animat Rights Groups Calious,
Not Cute.

+ Animal Rights Leader wants to be
Barbecued.

» The WAAIL Watch: Protests Fiz-
zig throughout 1.5,

EXOTIC NEWCASTLE'S DISEASE
{END)

» The U.S. Depariment of Agricul-
ture {UUSDA)} has declared an ex-
tragrdinary  emergency for the
States of Arizona, California, and
Nevada. These declarations aliow
LUSDA to apply federal authority
within Arizona, California and Ne-
vada.

» Exofic Newcastle Disease (END)
was confirmed on October 1,
2002, in the State of California. On
January 16, 2003, END was also
confirmed in a backyard flock in
the State of Nevada. In Arizona, a
backyard flock was also confirmed
with END on February 4, 2003,

» EHective January 7, 2003, APHIS
imposed a federal quarantine that
reguiates the interstate movement
of all species of birds and poultry
products from lmperial, Los Ange-
les, Orange, Riverside, San Ber-
nardino, San Diego, Santa Bar-
bara, and Ventura Counties, CA.

» Effective January 17, 2003,
APHIS imposed a federal quaran-
ting that reguiates the interstate
movement of all species of birds
and poullry products from Clark
and a portion of Nye County, NV,

» Effective February 10, 2003,
APHIS imposed a federal quaran-
tine that reguiates the interstate

» movement of all species of birds
and poultry products from all of La
Paz and Yuma Counties and a
portion of Mohave County, AZ

s Effective April 10, 2003, Exotic
Newcastle Disease was confirmed
in Texas; and five counties {El
Paso and Hudspeth Counties, TX,
and Dona Ana, Luna, and (tero
Counties, NM} were quarantined.
{A guarantine was placed on g
portion of New Mexico because of
its proximily to the infected area in
the State of Texas).

If you have any questions about
this situation, please feel free to call
USDA, APHIS, VS, Emergengy Pro-
grams at B800-940-6524, 301-734-
8073 or therr website{s) Federal -
hitp://www.aphis. usda gov/ipa/
ssues/enc/exoticne. htinl; State {CA)

http:/rwew.cdia ca.gov/ahiss/an/
Newcasile info.htm

£nd is a ¢contagious viral disease
affecting many species of birds in-
cluding poultry and wild birds. This is
probably one of the maost infectious
diseases of pouitry in the world with
a death rate of almost 100 percent in
unvaceinated poullry flocks and so
virlent that many birds die without
showing any clinical signs. The dis-
gase can even infsct and cause
death in vaccinated poultry.

END is exremely contagious.
The spread is primarily through di-
rect contact between healihy birds
and the bogily fluids of infected birds.
it can be transmitted through in-
fected bird droppings as well as se-
cretions from the nose, mouth and
eyes. it spreads rapidly among con-
fined birds ke commercially raised
chickens. The disease is also easily
spread by virus-bearing material
picked up on shoes and clothing and
carried from an infected flock t0 a
heaithy one.
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Resignation of Panel Judge

NFSS has reluctantly accepted
Jacqueling Civitarese's resignation
from the NFSS Judges Panel. A
knowledgeable cage-bird hobbyist
as well as a parrof judge, Jacky has
brightened NFSS show benches
since her name first appeared in the
NFSS Panel Judge listing in the Jul/
Aug 1997 issue of "The NESS Bulle-
tin.” Heading into what she calis
‘kinda...a new life", Jacky will bring
with her the {alents that helped her
win the $1,000.00 Best in Show
award at the Great American Bird
Show with “Beniamin”. a Common
Starling ~ twicell {See photograph of
this marvelous bird in the Nov/Dec
1994 issue of “The NFSS Bulletin.™)
Best wishes, Jacky!

Proposed Revision of
the Generat Standard Published
Here for Your Review

The “Draft’” General Standard,
beautifully prepared by Jon Hoffman
in June 1992, has never been for-
mally adopted by NFSS, although it
is widely relerenced by bresders
and judges. This General Standarg,
slightly rearranged. is published in
this issue for your review and any
guestions of comments you would
like o make. Following this com-
ment period and a review of any re-
suiting changes. the proposal will go
the NFS5 Board for formal adoption

News from NFSS
Judves Panel Divector
Muartha Wigmore

as an NFSS Official Standard. Your
thoughts are walcomel

NFSS Would Like Your
Invoivement on
New Standard Commiitees
This Summer

New standard commitiees will form
this summer! Members are asked 10
corfact me i you are inferested in
contributing to any of the following:
Society Finches — new color stan-
dards and classifications for Furo-
Society colors; Gouldian Finches ~
new color standards and classifica-
tions for rarer mutations: Bingneck
Doves; Parsons Finch, Peart
Headed Silverbill. Please drop me a
nate today if you'd ke to participate!

Judge for 2003 Nationai Selected

NFSS Panel Judge Armando
{ee has been accorded the honor of
judging NEFSS® upcoming 2003 Na-
tinnal Show. which has been held in
conjunction with the National Cage
Bird Show.

Congratulations, Armando!

Thank YOU
for sharing at the shows!
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THE NFGS OFFICIAL STANDARDS

General Standard Finohes &
for Fi and :, Softhills.
Softhills

Proposed by Jon Hoffman
for the National Finch and Softbill Society
June 1992 with revisions March 2003

Any comments should be sent to:

Ms. Martha Wigmore
NFSS Judges Panel Director
18913 Boston Street
Eik River, MN 58330
e-mail: newdlwig@mindspring.com

CONFORMATION (50 POINTS)
Distributed as follows:

Couformation includes many inherited characteristics such as size, pro-
portion and substunce. Beeause these characteristics ean be vital in g cap-
tive-breeding program, conforngtion is the single most ipportant consid-
erdtion i judging Fuches aud softbills,

A show bird shoushd be the appropriute size for its kind, Bigger is not
necessariiy better. Many waxbills, lor exwnple, should be diinty and di-
minutive in appearance. Size should be within normal parameters for the
species or sub-species, not mirdensized or oversized.

AlE finchies and solthiils need good substance, the rebatiouship of a bird's
ntsculatare and bulk 10 its bone structure and oversl! fength. Proportion
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aud overad! balance are of prime inoportance, the look of the whoie bird out-
weighing the sum of the individual characteristics. Al proportions should
be appropriate to the species or sub-species.

Head and Body: 30 points,

The head must be in proportion o the body. of the approprinte shape
and contour. Eyes should also be of the correct size and shape. placed in
proper relasionship o the ovenili shape of the heid. The beak should be in the
proper proportion 10 the head as well. and there must be no Imperfection or deform-
ity
Feet and legs should be strong and clean. with no growihs or abnormaljiies. Eegs of
most birds will be parallel or will extend out from the body wt a slight angie. All
toes and toenadls should be preseat. and nails should be of the proper fengih, A
issing nail is counted us a minor Sk, as it will pot ordivarily impuir normal
breeding. A missiag toe is more serious and will nte & heavier deduction.

Wings: 10 points.

Wing carriage must be given appropriate weight, as it largely determines
the nature of the back line. Most finches and softbilis should carry their
wings tightly against the body. the wings will lie flat along the back. Some
of the more robustly-built bizds, like barbets, hold the wings close to. but
not directly against. the body, causing the wings te lie slightly above the
line of the back, rump and tail. The back should be fulf and smooth, with no
lumpiness or hunched look. The line of the back should run in a straight
line or gentie curve down to the rump and tail.

The wings in repose will not normally cross at the tips except momen-
tarily. Wings should lie neatly together. and there should be no dreoping or
holding of the wings unnaturally away from the body, except in the display
behavior.

Tail: 10 points.

In most species. the il will continue the line of the back. In any case,
the tail should be heid at the correct angle. The tail should also be of ap-
propriate length, width and shape. as well as being in proper proportion o
the overall balance of the bird.

CONDITION (20 POINTS)

Condition includes the general health and grooming of the bird. and it is of
wvalusble importance o the enhancensent of a bird's appearance. The con-
dition and texture of the feathers is of prime ivportance. Al feathers
should be present and undamaged. Any sign of trinnning of il or wing
feathers for evenoess will be penalized. While visibie pin-feathers are un-
desizable. this will not ordinarily be faulted us heavily ss will missing or
dumnuged fenthers. The feathers of the head and body shouid lie smoothly
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in most species: feathers should be clean and free of all foreign matter,
“hmps”, traying or any roughness not nornal to the species or sub-species.
Some birds {most waxbills, Goaldians, parson finches, etc.) normustly keep
their own plumage in good condision, and such birds will be judged very
rigorously on condition. Other birds, such as European goldfinches, parrof
finches and owl tinches are rurely seen in perfect condition on the show
bench and will be especiully impressive if they appear in excelient plu-
age.

Due consideration is 1o be given to the different feather textures normal
to different species or sub-species. Coarse-feathered birds (barbets, eic.) or
nonnuily fvose-feathered birds {goldlinches, e,y are not expected 1o have
the tight, tlat-lying feathess one sees in green singing finches and fire
finches. The nuptial plumage of certuin weavers is of a crushed-velvet tex-
ture, and there are other configurations and textures in the feathers of other
birds. Euch should be judged according to the type of feathers desirable in
its species or sub-species. Nor should the erecting or ruffling of feathers in
display be mistaken for poor condition.

Eyes shouid be bright and clear, without any discharge or abnormality.
The beak must be clean, with no excessive scaling. Hairline cracks in the
beak are counted us minor faults.

Legs and feet must be neat and clean. Nails and beaks must be of
proper length and shupe. The bird's overalt impression should indicate ex-
cellent heaith and care.

COLOR AND MARKINGS (15 POINTS)

Color is given special significance in judging finches and softbitis. as
cotor is a Kind of kullmark among many species.

Whtle color expectations will vary considerably - depending on the spe-
cies, sub-species or mutation - judges wiil look for (a) color appropriate to
the species, sub-species or mutation; {b) depth and evenness of color, {¢}
evenness ol color suffusions or gradations: (d) color unsullied by inappro-
priate suftusions, "tarish”, blotching or markings.

In pied mutations, sytumetry of markings is desivable, but secondary to a
pleasing degree of consrast and proportion ol pied warkings o grouud
color. In sexuaily dimorphic birds, pied markings should not completely
obscure the color putterns that dissinguish gender.

No preference is given o male o female color putterus in sexuaify di-
worphic birds, nor - in bisds which buve light or durk Factors - to one color
fuctor over another. No bird is penalized for being what it is.

Frapused General Masdard for Finches and Sofihilis
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DEPORTMENT AND PRESENTATION (15 POINTS)

Distributed as follows:
Deportment: 10 points.

‘This refers o the bird's starce and behavior on the show bench. Good de-
portment causes a bird o stand af the proper angle. grip the perch firmly.
avoid “hunching” over. and o hold its heud and tail in proper refationship
to the body. Stance should be erect and confident.

The bird shouid seem comnfortable in the show cage. Behavior should be
appropriate 1o the bird's kind. The bird should perch, without attempting to
hide, flee or cling fo the bars of the cage, unless s natural behavior is to do
50 (i.e. the Mousebirds). The bird should show itself to advantage, project-
ing an air of alert confidence and behavior normal to its kind.

Presentation: 5 poinis.

Presentation refers to the show cage and the overall "finish” of the entry.
NFSS does not require the use of o standard show cage, but it ig highly rec-
omunended. The cage should be of a size and shape that aliows and encour-
ages the bird to perch and dispiay. The construction must admit enocugh
light to pernsit a thorongh evaluation of the bird, and the judge should be
able to view the bird from above, as well as in profile.

Perches should be fastened firmly, and they wnast be of a thickness ap-
propriate for the bird's feet. In cages with more than ooe perch, placement
should permit easy and natural movement from one perch to the other.
Placement of perches nnsst also permit the bird to stand erect without any
rubbing of head or feathers against the cage walls or wires.

The cage shouid be large enough to permit some naturat movement but
smaif enough to provide the bird with a sense of security. The cage will,
idealiy, atfow the judge to focus attention on the bird, with no distractions.
Box cages must be painted black on the outside and white, off-white or
powder blue on the interior.

No swings, toys, emaments or other distinguishing marks will be per-
mitted. The use of ornately constrocted cages is to be discouraged. Cages
with flat tops are preferred.

The cage floor may be covered with seed. plain white or brown paper,
ground corncob litéer, pellets or other substrate appropriate to the bird.
All entries must be provided with appropriate food aad water. Failure to do
s0. of the use of any cage that poses a danger o the bird, wit be grounds
for disqualification. Showing any bird by an ichunzme manner will resuit
m mundatory disquadification of the entry.

Propoved Generad Stamdand for Finches amd Softhifls
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Finch Shop Talk

Sue Haberkorn, FinchShop Mgr.

NFSS to Produce Finch and Softbill “Cookbook”
Wanted: Recipes and Line Art

Hey gang..How many times
have you asked for someone’s origi-
nal eggfood recipe or been asked
for yours? { bet more than oncel

NFSS is sponsoring a project ©
produce a “cookbook” of bird food
recipes contributed by our very own
members. Each contributor's name
will appear next to histher recipe in
the cookbook. We also need cam-
gra-ready line art 1o use as filers
within the book. Qur published
cookbook will be offered through
FinchShop. The retail price of the
cookbook will depend on the num-
ber of recipes contributed and num-
ber of copies ordered from the pub-
isher; but | promise ¥ will be an-
other fantastic FinchShop bargain.

Here are some samples of possi-
bie recipe categories. If your recipe
doesn't seem to ft, send & any-
way—we're flexible!
= Fggfood Eggsiravaganza
+ Custom seed mixes for special
birds
Softbill Savories
Breeding diets
Selected salads
Seed blends for sprouting & “how
el
Handfeeding formulas
Weaning mixtures
Home Remedies/Herbal Healing
Miscelianeous

To contribute to the project,
piease provide the following infor-
mation:

Hecipes

{(Please pring nearty ar type und proof-
regd prior fo submission. }

& Your name (s you wish it to ap-
pear in the cookbook), phone
number and/or email address.
Only your name will appear in the
cookbook. The other information
will be used to contact you only
in the event there are questions
about your submission.

o Titlg of recipe {dont use copy-
righted frade names}.

# List of ingredients and armount of
each,

* Directions for mixing and feeding
{what bird and how much per
bird).

s Storage instructions.

* Contaet information for manufac-
turers of propristary products
used in your recipe. These will be
compited in a resource section.

i.ine Art

= Only black and white, camera-
ready copy of finch and sofbill
related subjects will be accepted
for publication.

s All work must be the creative
product of the person subemitting
it
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)

Maximum size is 2 inches falf by
5 inches wide.

Sign your work within the image
area.

Provide an original. hard-copy.
signed release form specifically
giving NFSS permission to use
your work in the NFSS cookbook.

Line art will be used to fift any
blank space at the bottom of a
page. The publisher will use as
many of the drawings we provide
as possible, but NFSS cannot
guarantee that your drawing will
appear.

Do not send originals. Send only
camera-ready copies.

At Rainbow Me

Mailing instructions
Please send racipes and lne arl to:

NFSS Cookbook
c/o Sue Haberkorn
1108 Hamiiton Bivd.
Hagerstown, MD 21742
{301} 787-6645
Email: rs2haberkorm@yahoo.com

NOTE: Recipes may be emailed,
but line art and release forms must
ba sent by regular mail

Don't have a recipe to contribute?
You can still participate by suggest
ing & ttle for the cookbook. One
possibility is Finghes in the Kitchen
and Softbills at the Sideboard. ¥d
tove 10 hear yours!

Deadline for submission of alf
materials is August §, 2003,

alworms

80% of our customers

, come by word of mouth,

I I

“m

a Fresh lose direct delivery

Meabwormis [rices

Bulk sizes Aind, Small, Medwim, §

00 975 | 3hBO0
3006 320 | 40000
5 000 1625 | 50008
$0,000 3058 | 60000
0000 5650 | 100060

Inguines (3 B3 14

B2h 4 Spenee Sheeet 110
Connpten ¢ abfornia 24
www Ralnbowmealworms.

is the bhest”

Quality & Service .
for over 42 Years! |

¢ Worry liee guaiantee « Tlealthy product

Order toll-free {800)777-9676

telin ya- Rewrbow

* (e SEPVH

arge & Miveg

$8200 1 | Countgescup . Y'dor

0100 1 |50 - $1 32:doz cups

FEF 50 i0n $16 44:doz cups

£3225 1 500 . $30247do7 cups
LR

Wi 4907

Mechworma & Crickels

com
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The Classifieds

GOULDIAN FINCHES - ALL MUTATIONS
OWL FINCHES - GOLD BREASTED WAXBILLS - SOCIKTIES
Healthy, Parent Raised: Kerr: Pettey. Portland, OR, (503) 761-2371

SUPERD STARLINGS
For Sale or trade for Gouddian Finches.
John Kilmer (509) 443-2505. E-Mail: kilmjoh@qwest.net

FOR SALE: OWE FINCHES
$63 Eu; Rose Gianferara £239) 9926331 E-Mail: bobrosegian@aol.com

WANTEL: BLACK & WHITE CRESTED FINCHES
Looking for Black and White crested finches or to correspond with any-
one keeping them. Need aew bloodline.

Email: jrsfior@aoi.com Phone: (5611 967-1032

GOULDIAN FINCHES
For Sate: Most all colors. Breeder & Exhibitor of Quality. Wiil Ship.
www.homestead .com/gouidian/
Shirley Perkins, Portland, OR {503} 659-0029

WILETRADE PARROTLETS
Blue, Yellow, Lutinos Double Split for Owls or Geuldians.
Quly interested in healthy bizds.
E-(80() 587-7459 or raybac @ bigplanet.com

CANTHXANTHIN FOR RED CANARIES
2 0z. 522.00. Mix with food or water. Instructions inc. Free Shipping.
Cireen Vailey Bird Fanmn
742 Green Valley Rd. Jackson, NI 08327
£732) 363-3070

NI at e extrd charge,

Display Ad Rates: Inside Cover 3304000 sxue ue $150800 ¥eur: Fult Prise 320040H
ssve ar 3000 Year: Half-Page $1000{ssuc ar $50.00iYeur: Qrearter-Page $5.410
bsxtee o 825000 Yo Classifieds, 33406 (Up ia three lies of texti. Free Cluassi-
ficdy e FineliSofthill Seve Pragram Menbers,  Classifieds are posted an the welb
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NFSS Board of Directors/Appointed Officers

200212003

President-.. Ms, Sally Huntington
3634 Camegie Street, San Diego, CA 92122

(838} 452-9423

sallych@san.r.com

ist Vice President

4th Vice Presidens

Treasurer

Rovionat VP75 Foducation
Mr. Armande |, f.ce
346 S.E. 22nd Street
Cape Corad, FL 339490
{23493 242.7675
Alee@xwilamoom

Jaud Vice President

bt artions
Mr. Harry Bryang
Elyria, OH 44038
Utsweb@@ uol.com

Jrd Vice President
T e BESOfElE Soeve pum-
sgronnd {ersies By,
M, Kerei MoCoy
478 Setles Point Road
Suwunee, (A 3024
Phope: {674} 546.31353
Fan: (67H) 34n-1352
Rerrhnceoy@chaner.nct

Suidduets PaneliStundurd v Beseurch
Ms. Marths Wigmaore
{8913 Boston 31 NW
Eb River, MN 35320
{763} 24140074

Newedbw gl mindsprisge.com

Membership Director
Ms. Martie Lauster

4581 Lincaln Roud
Macedon, NY 14502
{3153 524-T768
Mlaister@orochester rr.com

Executive Secretary
Mr. Pairick Vance

FRETS Avilla

Lathrup Vitluge, ML 48176
{245 443-0643
Spartanfinchmani@os.com

Me. Mark Phelps

PO Box 1238

Liske, 1L 643332
Phone: (81557299739
Softhithov@ar.com

I'fuds febegaresiNhow Dy
Ms. Grinay Allen
HE7 Browkwood Couart
Opeliku, AL 36804
{334) 7497168
Cndullen@@earthlink. net

Band Secretary

Ms, Panla Hansen

2234 Tunean Court South
Safern, Oregon 97302
{3483 ART-R20
phitiserEearthlink net

President Emerifus:  Mr. William Parlee 631 Talconville Rd. Apt 4N
Vernon, (T {04166

18600 36442000 Bilhtfde@ ant.oom

The ESTRILDIAN

The ESTRILIBMAN i3 produced for the purpose of reluting the most up to dute information on
wl species belonging to the family Extrildidoe both in the wild and in cuptivity, Within its
F24 species are obof the Wi, Parros Finches, Mansiking and Austrotion finches. The
avieultyrist and the seientist have much 1o offer cuch other und the ESTREDIAN brings
together fike-minded enthusiasts from sround the world, The sugarine is sent 1o L3 different
countries ranging from Assteadis to Puerto Rico and has many leading Zoo' . Avicalturists
and Rewearchers i both members and contributors, With well over HEF members in the

LS A, we have now been able to reduce our overseas subsoription mes.

2 months subscription s £15 Sterfing: USA 530 personad check aovepted
ESTRILDHEY FORLIM
3, Gable Termace, Wheatley HBL County Durm, D6 3T
ENCGELAND
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Mr, James Felix

t616 McEthinny Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
{4421 2620964

JustuF FEcvmcastnet

Re gj{?__[}___g Serfienrnd
ALFLGAMSNC SO TN
Mr. Ron Castaner

1 3396 3t1h Court North
Royat Pulm Beach, FL
3341

(561) 7926744
Fhches@@bellsonhnet

Re gi()f} 3 Mud-Crned
ARMINKY LA MESMOLHE,
Wi Awseralio Bermudi Exebind

Ms. Darla Dandre
P.OLBoy FI31

Lisde, Ho 60532
{8151 729978y
Drbirckranchifiao] com

FinchShop Mapager

200212003

Regional Vice Presidents

Regit}n 4 Midwyst -

14 K5 BN SEND OK STTY
Mr. Harold McBrayer
PG Box 058

Leagoe City. TX 77373
(28133382814
Lnpute@hotmail.com

Rt‘.g 00 5 st

ALLO D MENCNMAERY

Ms., Anna Staclair

2430 Sun Muarcos

Codurade Spes COR09 (1
{TH9 639-0:H3
Bill&unnanincluis@@citystur.
Con

R{:?g%()ﬂ 6 Frovific {sse

AKCAHLOR WA

Mr, Vince Huntingfon
3634 Cumnepie Street
Sun Diego, CA 92122
{854} 4529423
Vhunting@ sanrroom

Appointed Officers

NESS Website Myr,

NESS Board of Directors/Appointed Officers

Region T cunshen fremo

Bieaigribbiesn Buain

M. Jutio Mafee Soto
RES, Bux B4R, Saite 72
Hayamaot, PR OO456

R{:g i()ng& Carendu

Mr. Vinee Moase

1678 Ruundeluy Count
Ehhawa, Onturko LEETRT
CANADA

(Y051 7231974
Vatonse@ rogers.com

Advedising & Promo,

Ms. Sue Haberkorn

FHO6 Huamditon Blvd,
Hugerstown, M 21742
(3057 797 6645

(Calf ahiownd foor foxy

e haberkorng® vaboo.com

NESS Editor

M Martie Lauster

4358} Lincoln Roud
Mucedon, NY 14502
AP A2E-TTON

Mwister@ rocheser rommn

My, Myra Markley
Cedur Rapids. 1A

(3191 36203 (Dveningy
sefferald seffernnet

www . nfssany

Awards Manager
Ms. Daria Dandre
P Box 1231

Lisde, 15 64532
{83 TI9-49THYG
Dbirdranciviaolcom

M, Martie Lauster

4381 Lincoln Road
Miacedon, NY  F4582
{315 324-TToK
Mizuste @ rochester.r.com

Moderator, NESS
Finch/Sofihill Forus
Mer. Johine Wikson

Sun Frnciseo, CA Y3HH
Fwibsen E5 3@ soboom

httprfproups, valunecomf
uroup/NESS
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Nizam Al Stephen Hoppin Conrad Meinert
135-11 114% Sereer 3836 Hidden Acres Cirdle 1212 . 300 South
South Ozone Park, NY 11420 N Ft. Myers, F1. 33903 Warsaw, N 46580
Emait VETES@aol.com Dhone; 941-997-2037 Phone: 2192692873
Fine 941.997.NF$$ Fer 219-269-3142

{harles Anchor Enail 02fchs@peganctcom  Eggil BirdroanofWarsaw(@)
12384 Lanwred Lane keonbine.com
Huntley 11, 606142 Anneste Howard '
Phong; 847-515-1090 PO, Box 404 Marion (Miki) Sparzak

Bewl Salem, OH 44460 945 Rosedale Avenue
Laura Be ¥ Phong 330-337.7654 Baltimore, MID 21237
3538 5. 65 WL Avenuc Ezaif bluchaven@voyageroct  phope: 410-687-8915
”i;u%sa,. ?K 74107 Safty Huntington Eimagl mijs 5295@cornenst aet
Dhare; 918-446-3999 611 Caronics
Eimadh Toewley(@ cOMm -Arnegle Stect Parick Vance
— T DERCATZ s

€8 ' ~ -

230 College Circle Fmast- sallych@san.sr.com m"”?g gﬁcj{;ﬂg 48076
Cedartown, GA 30125 Joseph Krader m{ sl -
lm THTAR-4627 2010 Alps Road .
Fie T0-748:3969 Corona CA 99831 spartanfinchman@es com
Clarence Culwell Phone: 909-272-6525 Sritine Yotonoviich
250 Horseshoe Dirive Dale Laird M .. hester, O 06040
Springtown, TX 76082 PO Box 2459 648

Dlo; 817-220-5568
Emait culwell5@flash et

D Al Decoteau

PO Box 369

Groton, MA §1450

Phong: 203-378-4777

Fre: 203-378.4777

Eogdf
GreatFagleGolfi@jacl.com

Daren Decotean

89 Pleasantview Averue

Stratford, CT' (06497

Phoge; 203.377.2049

Emal CODECO@a0lcom

Julie R, Duirnstra

4201 NE 1250 PL #1463

Porthand, OR 97236

DPhone; 303-261-8788

Cecit Gunby

8121 Route 1, Hoy 54
Sharpshurg, GA 3277
Phone/ bige TH-254-1261

Ceoldenrod, Fi, 32733
Phong: 407-657-7989
Email: aird2@cfl.rr.com

Armando Lee

356 SE 22 Street

Cape Coral, F1. 33990

Plone 239-242.7675

Email dlecf@swilarrcom

Denmis J. Lewis

7446 Glasgow Road

Brockaville, F1. 34613

Phone: 352-596-3376
dennis_14519@msn%om

Brian Mandanch

4743 E. Hedges Avenue

Fresnn, CA 93703

Phone; 559-255-6508

Teri McAuliffe

269 Thames Prive

Culorado Springs, (10 80906

Done/ Fove T19-576.9009

Eimast inglprds@aolcom

Phoge; 860-649-822¢
Emgit fotybeagie(@aol.com

Mas. Jernt Wiesenfeld
2379 Water Bluff Drive
lacksonville, FL. 32218
Phose 904.714.2133
Emait jerssjavas@aol.com

Martha Newman Wigmore

INFSS Paned Director

18913 Boston Street NW

Elk River, MN 5533C

Dhone: 763-241.007%

Epaih
mewdiwiglmindspringcom

Paul §. Williams

703 Donegal Drive

Pupiflion, NE 68046

Phong: 432-592-5488

Emal paudw{@sarpycom



NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

NATIONAL/REGIONAL CLUBS

Neotropical Finch Breeders
Association (San Antonio, TX;
Confoct: Tack Eitmiear €213 K28.53306
E-Muil: joe@ostbing org

Southeast Bird Fanciers
{ALARGAFLLAMS NCSC TN
Migs: Quarterly at the Atlanta Farmens Mkt
st Sat - Marffun/Sep  2nd Sat. - Dec
Comtace: Ginny Allen {334) 749-7168
F£-Mait: gndailen@earthiink.net
Website: httpiffmembers.tripod.com/
sebfg/vebfhim

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic
Bird Club (Sante Clara)
Migs: 2ndd Sun - | pm Potluck - 130 pm Mg
Peninsula Conservation Center
Confoect: (43 7393045
Clieh E-Meail: seveebo@yahoo.com
Website: hp:ffwww, geocities.comf
siliconvalley/) 3701
Show Dec. 6 - SEV, Hail, Mountain View
Jilee: Brian Mundarich

CANADA

ALABAMA

Central Alabama Avicuftural Society
tMonfgomery)
Mrgs: Zad Sun. - 2:34 pm - Prattviile
Ciy Library, Prattville
Lomtact: Margie Lanier {3343 5367-4073
E-Muil: murgielsnier@yahoo.com
Show: REGIONAL SHOW - REGION 2
Aug. 3-31 . NESS, NOCS NAPS,
Colen/Type Canaries. Governor's
House Hutel, Montgomery, AL,
Jufper Aug. 30 - Conrad Meinert
Show Mer: do Reaves {256) #92-2204
E-Mail: atomictiels@@aol com

Burbam Avicultural Sociefy
of Omtario (Pickering, Ontario, Canadei
Migs: 2nd Tue. - Rotary Park Pavillion
Lake Driveway W., Ajux
Conter £ lohns Zerafa (9053 3558-3542
F-Moil: showmunuger@hirdelub.oa
Website: www.birdilub.ca
Show: REGLONAL SHOW . REG. 8
Sep. 20-21 - lubilee Pavilion
33 Lakeview Purk Rd. - Oshawwa, Ol

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
{Cintarics, Canade
Mrgs: Last Swn in Members' homes,
ot Julianne Mion (314 GdR-639%
E-Mail: julianne@mnsinet
Shown Oct, 1719 Fogalar Fusfan Sposts
Complex, Windsor, Ont,
Juedge: Clarence Culwell

CALIFORNIA

COLORADO -

Central California Cage Bird Club
EMolossiong
Mips: 3rd Sun. - Mancind Hall
Cenrerer: B Geosek (003 3200663
Chilr E- Mol jores?H (0@ aokcom
Shows Oct. 23 - 508 Club, Maodesto
Juefper Julie Duimsira
Shorw My Bennie Jopes {2081 533105497
E-Mail: jonesT | i@ uok.com

Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture
fDenver)
Mres: 2nd Fri - Lukeside Center, Deaver
Contger: Lisa MoManus (363 341-1239
E-Mail: conurecara@attbi.com
Webhsite: www. rinsi-bisds.org
Sy REGIONAL SHOW - REGION §
Nov. 1-2 Likeside Ceater, Denver
Judges: Nov. |- Al Decoteau
Nov, 2 - Conrud Meinert

Capitol City Bird Society, Inc.
{ ot it
Copforets Roland Criste (5300 8231677
eristoiansetoom
Ml dhaviarfosgiuod com
Lrveat: Qe 20 - Bind Mast & Educationad
Fund Ruiser - CA Expo Bird
Exhibition & State Fair Aviun Display

FLORIDA

Aviary & Cage Bird Society
of South Florida (Ouvie)
Mgy Zndd Sun - Ipm - Flamingo Gundens
Ceontact: Carrbe Efstathion (9543 432-349
carriee d@aol.com
Lluh E-8uil: mthcusickg@bait.net
Woebsire: www.feathers,org
St Aug 16 - Omni Aud. - Coral Springs




NESS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

Fiorida State Fair Exotic Bird Show
{Tampa)
Conract: Dale Laird {4073 6537719549
F-Mail: dulelZ@prodigy net

ILLINOIS

‘Freasure Coast Exotic Bird Club
iF1 Pieree)
Mius: 4th Sun - 2 pm - Port Sulermo Civic
Center - Styart, FL
Contgct: B Duan (772 344.837%4
jdunrd@adeiphis.net
Club E-Mail: gm.dwyer@@aeizero.net
Shener Awng. 17 - 56 Lucie Counry Clvie Crr,

tlini Bird Fanciers (Springfield)
Mres: 4th Sun
Centgef: Putte Montgomery (2173 7870394
F-Mul: fihinibirdfanciers@ yahoo.com

Chuby E-Mail: ibf-birdsongs@insightbb.com

ShowiFair: REGIONAL SHOW - REG. 3
Jun 7-8 Ri 66 Hotel &
Conference Center, Springfield, 8.

Juduer Dennis Lewis

Exotic Bird Club of Florida, Inc.
{Prifm Bayi

Migs: 2nd Sun - 1275 Cuiver R4, - Pulm Bay

Comraet: Giony Heprig (3217 952-9780
E-Mail: yngathsti@aok.ocom

Website: www homestead.com/
exotichirdciubofflorida

Sherw: Oct. 12 - 1275 Culver Rd. - Palm Bay

Judpe: Dule Laird

“Fri-State Avian Society
tFuilahussee}
Migs: 3rd Sat. - 2 pm - Havans, FL
Combaer: Barry Laster {54 668008
F-Meail: barryl7523@earthlink net
Wehsite: www.iristateaviansociety org
Event: May 16-17 - Annuusl Spring Bird Fair
Nosth Fonida Fatrgrouads

National Institute of
Red Orange Canaries (Wesrchesier)
Migs: {s1 Fri. - Grace Evangelicad Lutherun
Church - Bristol & Devonshire
Comaet: Steve Hopran  (R15) 469.8455
f2-Muil: hopmansw@bp.com
Sl Nov. 29 - Roddison Hoted,
Artington Heights.
Judpe: Lunra Bewley
Shine Mur: Nancy Serchak {8473 437-5704
Event: Sep. 6 - Baby Feathers Fair, Eik
Grove Village Township Hall

O IOWA

Sun Coast Avian Seciety
{81 Petershurg)
Migs: ist Sun
Cotges: Joseph Ventmighia (727) 3029391
F-Muail: acs631@aoi.com
Website: www suncoastaviansociety.org
Show: Aug. 2-3 - The St Petersburg
Coliseum, $t. Petersburg
Frfeer Dee Al Decotean
Sheow Mpr: Walter Brittain (7273 395-7367
Landa Mitler (727315414724

Mid America Cage Bird Society
(Des Moires)
Migs: 4th SBun - 2 pm - Des Meines
Botanical Center

Ceonterct: John Thielking £515) 2749159
Ll E-Mails larryRR4@ mchsi.com
Website: www setferanetfmachs/news.imi
Shew Bep. 27 - Ramada Inn - Johnston, 1A
Sutelpre: Paul Williams
Events 2003 Fairs: Mar 23, May 1%, Aug 24

Des Moines Botunical Ctr. 16 sm - 4 pm

 RANSAS

MO-KAN Cage Bird Club (See MO}

LOUISIANA

GEORGIA

Georgia Cage Bird Society
t;Mariett - Atlamta aread
Migy: 46 Sun - 2:30 piny - Smiyena
Community Center - Smyrra, GA
Junclprilien@ mindspring.com
Shows Nov, 122 - Him Miller Pink - Murietss
Fudies: M, Jersi Wiesenfeld - Armando Lee

Gulf South Bird Club, Inc. (N0
Miys: Ist Sun. - | pm
{404 Riyou Biue Roud. Houma, LA
Contact: Dunny Chauvin (9853 876. 7966
cujunpride@ mobilete] com
SMuns Qe B8 Evergreen Cajun Center
46494 W, Main, Howma, LA
fudpe: Conrsd Meinert
Shesw Myr: Terry Perer (985) R76-T066
F-Mail: Thirdsimobiietelcom




NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

Cajun Canary and Finch Club
fMetetivic
Migs: 2t Mon, - 7:348 pm - 3412 Haring Rd.
Crntger; Meade H, Phelps (34d) 8874724
NEWORLEANSMEADEG cox.net
Lyenr: Jua Xe2E Al Bird Mant
3314 Rachlupd Ave

MISSISSIPP]

MARYLAND

Baltimore Bird Fanciers (Bultimore!
Migs: 3rd Sun.- Towson Public Library
Conact: Burbara Stuson {4 1)) 356-5850
Ciub L-Mails raymondreter@aol.com
Event: May 17 - Bird Mart - Tall Cedars Hall

Parkville, MD
Shews Oct. 8 Tall Cedars #Huli, Parkvijle
el Denaix Lewis
Clemtteretss (M A2R-2051 or (4103 3291928

South Mississippt Cage Bird Society
{Ocedn SpringsiBilo)
Confact: Joyce Webb 228 8732704
E-Mail: spivwebb  23@ yahoo.com
Clulr £-Mail: Hidebee@ 155.com
Website: www simehs.org
Show: May 17-18 imperial Pulace Resort
Caxsino, Biloxi
Junfge: Cecil Cunby

ISSOUR

MICHIGAN

Great Lakes Avicultural Sﬂczeu
flrrund Rapids
Mgy Znd Mon. - Tpm - UAW Hall
4269 Alpine NW, Grand Rapids
Cemmrger: Do Hugo (616) 8424163
E-Muit: pdhogo@chaster.net
Clioh E-Myil: pdhugo@charter.ngt or
nophbird@umeritech.net
Website: wwwangeltire comy/mid/lus
St Get. 18 - Rockford Middie School
Rockford, Mi
fudye: Annette Haward

MO-KAN Cage Bird Ciub
{Cesdumtbus, KS'i
Mres: Znd Sar - 7 pm - Grunny Shaffeers
Dixieland Chicken, Joplin, MO
Contact: Doug Willis {d17) 358.318y
F-#laif: dwillis7 H@ cox-internet.com
Fairs: 3l 13 & Got 12 - Springfield, MO
Aug 23 - Lawrence, KS
Anction: Oct. 19 - Girard KS

Society of Canary and Finch Breeders
fliveniu}
Migs: 3rd Sat - 6:30 priy - Wixom, Michigan
Contucr: Patrick Yunce (24%) 4434643
E-Maile spartunfinchman@os.com
Shone Oct 18 - Livoniu
Julier Armando Lee

Greater Kansas City Avieattural
Seciety thdependence}
Migs: Ind Sun - 2 pm - Trait West Library
Contact: Anthony Day (816) 356.0533
Cluly E-Maif: membindsetemichel@kerr.com
Website: woww GKCAS.org
Show: Ot 25 - Holiday Inn South,
Kansas City
Strowe Mur: Muriz Michel (816) T63-3935%
E-Mail: mombirdsetemichel@ ke.rr.com

Maotor City Bird Breeders, Inc.
fWarreef

Mgy st weekends in member homes.

Cotuet: Parricia Piekary, (386 296.2957
F-Mail: dpiekars F@comueanstet

S Ot 25 Iiadian Amerivan Compmunily

Cudtural Center, Warren
Juelpe: Annette Howard

Missouri Cage Bird Club
(8¢ Loisi
Mreyr st San - Maplewood, MO
5 iiged: Bentis Burhans (636) YH-R369
Shews: Now T-8 - Days ian - Evreka, MO
Jigfpe: WikE Spurgak




NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

NEW HAMPSHIRE

OREGON

Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
(Manchesteri
Mrgs: Znd Mon - 7230 pan - Vidla Crest
Retirement Center

Copracr: Ray Schwartz (630) 362.6108
F-Mait: prismsdad@aok.com

Cfup - Madl: editor@@bonf.com

Website: www.boaf.com

Sk Get, 25 Judpe: Dennis Lewis

Events: Apr. 13 & June 13 - Exotic Bird

Expo und Mart
Location fur aft: Center of NH Hotiday Inn
Manchester, NH
ShonelEyvesr Info: Renn Fox (61131 6351324

Eastside Finch Connection {Portiand}
Migs: Bt Mon. - 7 pm - Clackamas Comm.
Club Haull - 15711 SE Uik
Coperer: K0 Brown (53031 2661606
Jeepenspeepers S3Eaokcom

PENNSYLVANIA

cnicaviary@ parrotpages.com

NEW.YORK "~

International Canary & Finch Society
{Western NY Siate and Southern Grtario,
Candicle}

Migs: One SunfMonth, 2 pm, Alternating
Locations - Galleria Muli, Cheed. NY or
St. Theresa's Church, Niagara Falls, NY

Comuer: Mary Elfen Sacea (7163 825.8271

E-Mail: spccat@net.telseurch.com
Wehsite: www. 3 upatsix.comfios
Sfom: Oct 1§ - Best Western Hotel,
Lockport, NY

Greater Pittsburgh
Cage Bird Society, Inc. (Finshurein
Migs: 2nd Sun. - 2 pm - Faith Community
Church - Jefferson Rel. - Penn Hills
Comtger: Margie Jonnet (412) 795-1904
E-Mail: mjonnet@hatz pitt.edu
St Nov - Palace lnn - Rie. 48
Monroeville
Juelger Whki Sparzak

Chester County Bird Club, Inc,
i Metvera}
Migs: 2nd Sun - E.Whiteland Twrshp Bidg.
Contect: Maria Rosenberger {6103 469-64012
E-Mail: Duckybathtime@aol.com

New York Finch & Type Canary Club
{New York City)
Mitgs: 2ad Sun - 1 pm - Averill Blvd Park
Elmomt {L.LL NY
Contrct: Stan Kulak (T1R) 96768490
barstund@ sashawk.com
Wehsite: www.nyvfinch.com
Exent: June B - Feather Show - 1- 4 pm -
Averidl Blvd. Park - Ebnont, (1.1 NY
Shenws Oct 18 - St Sude's Charch -
HTT Canarsie Rd. - Brockiyn
fudye: WK Sparaak

Asociacion® Criadores Del Finches,
Fnc,
Comaer: Jose R Diag (TR7y 74717947
E-Mail: criadores_finches este@hotmail com
f-Mail: fuan Santos - antos2 2@ webiv et
Shery Jun, 28-249 - Show Naciona de
Veruno - Cagiuas
Sk REGIONAL SHOW - REGION 7
Nov. 29-30 - Show Naciona] de
[nvierno - Caguas
Juddge: Nov, 29 - Armmando Lee

NORTH CAROLINA

TENNESSEE

Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society
{Ratfeigh}
Mres: Jed Sun, - 2030 pm- Glen Eden Pilot PR
Contger: Aprid Blazich (9193 85 (1-8079
apritb@bhellsouth.net
Webite: www rdiobs org

Yennessee Valiey Exotic Bird Club
{Knovidle
Mius: st Toe - UT Vet Schoo]
Coonfacts Somdra O {865) 373238
E-Meail. sondradot@cs.com
Website: hatp:/feww Komraetorg/tvebe




NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

Southeast Tennessee Avicultural
Sm:ie:y (Ntotd i
Mrus: 2ad Sun. 2 pm - Niota Elementury Sch
Coateres: Junet Burel (423 472-1 336
E-Moid: jpbd 202@okcom
L-Mail: pb222@sol.cony or
tiburn M KE yahovcom
Shewr Oct, 25 - Niota Elementary School
Juefge: Clarence Calwel

Texas Bird Breeders (Yempic)
Mgy 2nd Sat. - Noon - Feb/May/Aug
Crtrrer: Charence Culwell {8173 220-5568

E-Mail culwe 5@ flash . net
Shems Now, | Maybern Convention Ctr

VIRGINIA

Middie Tennessee Cage Bird Club
{Wasiiile)
Mgy 3rd Sun. - 2 pm - 108 Donelson S, Cir
Comfoct: Lisa Melies (G15) THU4H002
yul 2@bellsouth.net

Shoner Octod - EN State Far Grownds -

Creative Arts Blde - Nashville
Fudee: Annette Howard
Show Mpr, Witmas Crawtord (6151 890-69406
E-Mait tmmaZi@home.com

Peninsula Caged Bird Society, Inc,
i fermpstesi}
Comtuct: Bea Rogers {757)1484-6001
Clab E-Mail: dickivy@two-rivers.com
Clah Website: www.ovapeninsulacaged
birdciub,org
Events: See the web site - several each year,

WaSH

TEXAS

Fort Worth Bird Club (For Worth
Mrys: 3220 Botanic Garden Dr.
Comtuct: Clarenve Culwell (8173 220-3564%
E-Muait: culwell3@ flush.net
Club E-Mufl: orclm@swheilnet
Website: www.fwbe.org
Shoms Sep. 28 - Grapevine Convention Cir.
Grapevipe, TX
Judye Charlie Anchor
Show Mgrn Jerry Cason (817} 237.5%67
F-Mait: jerrycasou@mindspring.com

Cascade Canary Breeders Associstion
(Seartie}
Mugs: 3nd Sun. - 2 pm - Leisure Estates
Clubhouse - 26 Union Ave SE - Renton
Comttact: Janel C. Johnson (425) 226-BK99
Katbird3 7@ a0l com

Canary and Finch Saciety
fPersopden)
Megs: Znd Sun - 2pm - Community Room -
Pasadens Towne Square Madl
Copfger: Harold MoBrayer {281 338-2814
E-Meil: huroldmcbriyer 3096 hotmatcom
Wedsite: htpeffeanaryfinchsociety.tripod.com
Shew: Oct. 25 fudyer Amundo Lee

Badger Canary and Finch Club
i Mibwdhert
Mgy 3nd Sor - members” homes
Comtuct: Susan Feldstein (2621 965.3362
E-Mail: bacuthhiswings@ yahoo.com
Cluh E-Mail: DEvinormum@acl.com
Showe: Oct. 25 - Rumada Inn - Hwy 41 & 9th
Oshkosh, Wi

Judge: Charles Anchor

Akamo Exhibition Bird (lub, Inc.
£ Sern Artonieo
Mrus: 4% Sug - 2 PM - Becker CPA Center
EEPAL B R RIS T
FMails takdEstic.net
Ereass: Apr. 19 & Sep. 27 Live Ouk Clvi
Cemter - Live Oak

Wiscansin Cage Bird Club
{Ehshikosiy
Contact: Dave Bluma Y20-428-4395
E-Mail: davidbluma@@aod.com
Shoows Bun. 28 - Ramuda s - 560 5, Koeller
Jidge: MK Spursak
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2003 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

The hasic affilintion fee is $253.00. Muake check
payable o NFSS.

Maik to: Ginny Alles, Liaison Officer
307 Brookwoot Coun
Opelik, AL 36RO
e-maits gndatlen@earthlink net
Phone: {334) 7497168

Club Namge:
Chub City/Stute:

Club Mecting Dutes/Location;

Club Delegate:

Address:

#Phone: HE-Mail:

FNESS may use this information in the NESS Journal and on the web siie.

Dedepate’™s Signuture:

Chab Officer:
Address:
*Phone: FE-Mait:

Crub E-Mail Contact {Importanty;
Chub Web Site:

Show/Event Dge:

e daniel Judge:

Show Location:

Send NESS Journai o0

Please list other fairs or events hasted by your club For Tisting in the NFSS
Sourpal, Please include dutes, locations, wnd a contact member with phone
aumber andfor e-muidl address:




evivsial of the Nuticoaad §iack o Sofibitl Seciery

.
{3

Mail with payment o0
2003 Darka Daadre, PO, Box 23, Lisle, IL 60332
B15-TIU-Y78Y or canaid a copy wy

NFSS Awal“ds Dirdraneh@achoom
Ol’def FOT{{} This information must reach the Awards Manager

as ~oon as possible but no her than two months
Please use a separte form BEFORE show date.  Awards are sent Priority
For cach individual show! Mail 1o the desigied person,

PLAQUES: AH plagues are 525,60 euch, They are walnut finish with the en-
grraved NESS loge on brass over hack plute on the left and the club informa-
tion un brass over hlack plute on the right. All are 6” x 8",

FPlease circle how you wish your plagues 10 read: Best in DIVISION or SHOW*
[T you do not make a selection, plagues will be ongraved “Best i Bivision™,

Club Nume 10 he Engraved:

bst Place Plague . 20d Place Plague

Bes Finch tn Show  _ Best Softbill in Show

Sub Totai Plagues @ $25.00 per Plaque = §

ROSETTES: ‘The basic set of rosettes for finches and softbills consists of
tleven rosettes with the NFSS logo on the hutton, This includes Ist thru 16th
place and Best Unflighted.  Unflighted birds ave those banded with current
yeur {2002) bands.

Basic Rosctte Package (1-16 + Best Unflighted} 34500
Unllighted ribbon add-on (2nd & 3rd Phce) $HLOG
 Noviee Ribbon 87080
Ruosetie and Ribbon Sub-Totil = $
Affiliation Fee {if you haven’t atready issued a separate check) = $ 2500 |

Total Amount of Check PAYABLE TO NFSS: §

SHIPAWARDS T(: Nane:
Address:
Ciy: Ste: | Fipt_
Phone: fi-Mail:

SHOW INFORMATION: Dagc: Fudge:
Location:
Address:
City: Stiter____ AT
NESS Chub Delegate:
Phone: F-Mail:
Show Manggen
Phone: FoMail:

Can this itformation be published in the NFSS Journal? Yes No




NFSS MEMBER and NON-MEMBER ORDER FORM
Spiit Plastic Band Choices; Red. Dk Green. Lt Green. White. Pink. Bluck,
Purpie Yellow, Orange, Dk Blue. Lt Blue MINIMUM ORDER $5.08

SPLIT PLASTIC BANDS - 18 PER EA, STRING - $1.50

INDICATE QUANTITY BELOW AND COLOR
XF XCS XCL XB X3 SUBTOTAL

NESS MEMBERS ONLY Closed travcably sbmsiem binds mvedioblr in afy the
NESS colur uf the year. Alwiinanss bosds see pugroved with initioals NFS, Sizr Cude. Yoo,
il Newsber Fhere is ao vhaier of sintier. AN plensimnes bands are vermded fur perpument
veferrecr. Brwls e ovdered i xivings of 0 s size, Now mesihees oy order before
Fropiving thein membershin ameber. Weite "New” foron NFXS Mewber 8. Orders are
prevscessed werkly as recrived, Please wo mnil regruiving sicesinres.

The banding and marking of wikd birds is very tightly regulated by the

Federal government. It is illegal to use ANY band on a bird that is released
10 the wild except a Federal band issued by US Fish and Wildife.

ALUMINUM BANDS - 10 PER EA. STRING - $3.25

INDICATE QUANTITY BELOW

AIBICIBIEIGIIIKIEL{MIR]|S|T] SUBTOTAL

I you choose not to include POSTAL INSURANCE

this sum. NFSS will NOT be Under $50.00 - $1.30
sesponsible for replacements,  $30:00 10 $100.60 - $2.20
Over 310006 -83.20

HANDLING FEE__ $1.00

PLASTIC & ALUMINUM SUBTOTAL

TOTAL
BANDS FOR YEAR: NIFSS MEMBER #:
NAME:
ATHIRESS:
CITY/STATE/ZI,
E-MAIL:

PAYMENT PAYABLE 10} NISS
MAHL TO: Pueals Hansen, 2234 Jouneau O S Safem, OR 97362




o Sowerned of the Netfoiad Finch and Softiiti Societs
The National Finch and Softhill Society
Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands
Size Ao Giold-breasted Waxhill, Orange-cheeked Waxhill, Owi Finch (Bicheno).
Cuuil Finch, Red-eared Waxhill, Steawberry Finch, and other smuall

waxhills,

Size B: Bluck-checked Waxhill, Cordon Bleu, Cuban Meludious Finch, Eire
Fiach, Olive Finch, Rufous-bucked Mannikin,

Siee €0 BAW Muanniking Bluc-cupped Waxbill, Bronze-winged Maunnikin,
Cherry Finch, Green Singing finch, Grey Singing Finch, Heck's Shaf-
tail, Lavender Finch, Pabmed Finch, Pileuted Finch, Pytilias, Red-
headed & Forbes Blue-Breasted) Parrol Finches, Shalisil Finch,
Silverbibls, St Finch,

Sire D Blue-faced Pasrot finch, Chestnut-broasted  Finch, Lacdy Goubdian

Stye F;

Stre G
Size ¥

Sige K:
Sire b
Size M:
Stee K:
Size 52

Size T

Finch, most smadler manniking, most other parrot {inches, Pictorela

Finch, Pintailed Nonpareil, most twinspots, Yellow-remped  Finch,

Lebra finch.

Black-crested Finch, Diamond sparrow, Buropean Greenfinch, Golden

Song Sparrow, Nuns, Peter’s Twinspot, Siskins, Society Finch

{Bengalese}, Spice Fingh,

Magpic Muanikin, most farger manniking, smull tanagers.

European Goldftnch, Pekin robin, SHver-cared Mesias, most smadl

softhills.

Java Rice Birds, Redecrested Cardinal, Satfron Fawh, Shamy Thoush

Siamond Dove, other small Doves, Quuil, Softhills.

Leaf Birds, Pugods Mynuh, lurge sunbirds.

Green/Purple Starfings, Superb Starlings.

fadian Hill Mynah, Java Mynah, Ring-necked Dove, Toucanetics,

White-tailed Jay.

Small Hornbills, Plush-capped By, smuatl Toucans, small Fouracos.
Banding instructions included with each order.

Guide to Ordering Open Plastic Leg Bands

Sive XE:

Cordon Blea, Fire, Orsuge-Cheeked, Red-Fared, Lavender, Blue
Capped Wasbills, Owl, Cherry, Green & Grey Singors, Puinted, Hecks
& Masked Grasstinch, Gouldian, Most Parrot Finches, Zebea, Bongab
ese {Society) Stars,

Skre XCS: Nuns, Cutthroats, Dianmond Firetails (Diamond Spwrrows), most Twin.

spods, Siskmy, (Canaries - Gloster, Fife, Mininture & Fasneyh

Size XCL: Red Faced Pyvtilia, Pekin Robin, (Canaries - Roller. Borders, Lizard,

Sive XB:

Swe X

Norwich, Yorkshire, Red Factory,
Indisn Shanu, Dissnond Dove, Chinese Paimed (Button) Quail, Budg-
kes, Grness Parakeers.
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Membership Application

Name:

Dual Membership 2" Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip: Country:

Phone #:

{E-Mail:

iNew Member? Renewal (List NFSS #)

IHow did you hear about us?

Annual Dues: i Select One:

Single: $30.00

Bual: $35.00

Junior {under 16): $22.50§

Forelgn: $35.00§

Bulk Mail Option: .. and Puerto Rico members may savel
$5.00 on their membership dues by electing to receive the NFSS
Journal via Bulk Mall. Flease be aware that if you select this option,
your Journals may take several weeks to arrive at your home. We|
have seen this delivery time increase since 9/11, which has neces-
g:‘tated tighter security and subseguent delays. Bulk Mail is nof
vailable to Forelgn or Canadian members.

Bulk Mall Option: (Subtract $5.00)]

TOTAL ENCLOSED:

Maii Appiication and Check Payabie to NFSS:
Ms, Martie Lauster

4581 Lincoln Road
Macedon, NY 14502




i3 Jonrnal of the Netiotl Finch and Softbill Society

The National Flnch and Softbill Society
Finch and Softbill Save Application
2003 Program

Please send me the NFSS Finch and Softbill Save Program
Guidelines and Application.

Name: NFSS #
Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Fax:

Email Address:

Please mall your completed application request to:

Kerri McCoy ~Finch and Softbill Save Director
4780 Settles Point Road
Suwanee, Georgla 30024

Telephone: (678) 546-3353 Fax' (678) 546-3352
Email: kerrimccoy@charts
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NFSS FINCH SHOP ﬁ

NFS8 TOTE BAG

The NFES Tote bag is avalable now with & pressure ap-
plied NFSS logo in color on one side. Great for bird events
of just shopping. The bag is 100°% cotton washable denim
in a neulral color. very sturdy. it is 14" high X 16" wide and
4" deep with two 22" heavy web handles. $8.00

NFS8 GOULDIAN FINCH PIN

A muiticolored, enameled fape! pin featuring a red-headed
Gouldian Finch design. The pin measures 1 inch {28mm} in
diameter and is imprinted with the words: "the National
Finch and Softbill Society” in gold colored leftering around
the perimeter of the pin. A perfact gift for any Gouldian
Finch fancier! $5.00

NFSS ZEBRA FINCH PIN

A muiticolored, enameled lape! pin featuring a stylized design
of a Zebra Finch. The pin measures 1 inch {23mm} in diame-
tor and is imprinted with the words: "The National Finch and
Softhitl Society” in goid colored lettening around the perimeter
of the pin. A perfect gift for any Zebra Finch fanciert  $5.00

NFSS NAME BADGE

White plastic name badge with finely detailed black en-
graving. Each name badge is imprinted with the NFSS
logo created by Rose Glanaterra,
The standard name badge includes one line of engraving
and a standiard pin type fastensr. $8.00
{Add $1.00 for second line of engraving: Add $1.50 tor
Magnetic Fastener )

e B Duimstra

Sppeantice Jufge

NFSS BULLETIN (PAST ISSUES)

NFSS Bulleting published from the inception of NFSS in
1984 through the present. Be sure to specify the year
and volume when placing your order. An index of all
pubished articles (1984 lo present) is available on the
website. $4.00 each.

NEST BOX KHS

Nest boxes in kit form. 5” X 5" X 6" high.  Choose from the
tvg styles: Halt-open front available in side or rear mount;
Hinged-top Iid with hole in front available in side. front. or
raar mount. $4.99
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NFSS FINCH SHOP

NATUHE'S JEWELS—GOULDIAN POSTER

This beautiful poster (24" x 36"} depicting the many mutations
of the Gouldian finch is now available thru NFSS FinchShop.
The colors are intense and the 3-0 look of the birds make this
a most unusual addition to any room.  $20.00

FINCHWEAR T.8HIRTS

DC"\—\ White, high quality, 100% preshrunk cotton T-shirs

v \> {ranes Beely-T). Odginal artwork was painted by Fro-

JN7 bawk over 100 years ago and is SCREEN PRINTED in
stunning detadl on these shins. Choose the Gouldian
Finch, Society Finch or Zebra Finch. Your choice of de-
sign on frant or back of shin. The eFinch logo appears in
black on the sleeve or leff front of the shirt, Avaitable only
in sizes L and XL, while supplies last. $16.50

FINCH & SOFTBILL PHOTO CD/SCREEN SAVER

m The NFSS photo CD is a compilation of nearly 500 photo-
e, ; graphs provided by NFSS members and a Microsoft Win-
S 1 dows compatible screensaver comprised of more than 150

PR

of the pholos, All photos are in jpg format for ease of view-

e Bk ing. The GO includes photos representing numeraus spe-

oy il "1 cles native to several continents. from Societies to Star-
. fings, Waxbills to Weavers. What a great way 10 enjoy our
P favorite feathered frends!  $9.899
VIDEO—FINCH HUSBANDRY

This vidao (VM5 Formaty by Vince Moase, formerly of the
Metro Toronto Zoo, spans Hme and aviaries built in two ditfer
ent residences. It was orginafly produced fo help budding avi-
culturalists in Vinee's iocal bird club. $15.00¢

BIRD NETS

5 14" spring steel hoop with vinyl binding o prevent
trauma. 100% dark nylon netling with secure seams.
3" hardwood handle. Paerlect for uwse in calching
finches in cages. $8.00
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NFSS FINCH SHOP

JUDGES HANDBGOK AND OFFICIAL STANDARDS,
2ND EDITION

This handy refersnce contains the official show standards that
have been adopted by The National Finch and Soltbill Society.
included are the standards of conduct for an NFSS Panel
Judge, the current show classification schedule, poinis/awards
schedules, banding information, Judge's report forms, the
NFSS Bylaws, the Apprentice application and evaluation forms
and intormation and procedures for those aspiring to become
an NFSS Panel Judge. $13.00

NFSS SHOW CAGE PLANS

© 11 The NFSS Show Cage Plans are oftered for sale either individu-

ally or as a set of all 3 sizes. These are the specifications and

blusprint for the box type show cages that are recommended for

use by NFESS tor exhibiting various species of finches & softbills,
$4.60 ca. $10.00 for set of alf three.

NFSS #1 - For smaller finchas & softhils up 1o and including the Zebra Finch in size.

NFSS #2 - For finches & solthilis larger than the Zebra Finch and up 10 the size of the Java Rice.

NFSS #3—For targer finches and softhills,

FINCH NOTE CARDS
5 1/2 x 4 1/4" Note Cards {With Envelopes}
These beautiful water colors by Sally Huntinglon have been viewed at the National
Cage Bird Shows, Great American Bird Show, AFA and numerous bird shows and
marts across the USA. Her art has been a favorite of many collectors and bird fangi-
ers. These cards are reduced representations of the original water colors, Al prints
are copywritten. No reproductions.  $1.50 ea. - Ten for $13.50.
{Actual cards do not contain the Copyright Line )

ChrwenrgeHreasted Made Koebwa Fiuch Pokin Redsin Hle Crp Wovhdl!

Lomtbnssed on eaf page,
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NFSS FINCH SHOP

FINCH NOTE CARDS, Continued from Previous Page
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& Sof R ictee
FinchShop Order Form

Name:
Address:
City: ST, Zip:
Phone: E-Mail:

Item Price

Shipping/Hondling: Orders $ 0.01 to $9.99 - odd $3.85
Orders $30.00 to $49.99 - add $5.80
Orders $50.01 1o $99.5% - add $7.70
Orders $10C.00 and over add $9.5C

Totol Enclosed:

Please be sure to include oll information needed to complete your
order. Don't forge? sizes, styles, etel

Mail completed form with your check payable Yo NFSS to:

Sue Hoberkorn
NFSS Finch Shop Manager
1106 Hamilton Blvd.
Hagerstown, MD 21742




cspital, Pt Stores, Bird Owners, For over 28 years, CLOUGE 9 Sterile-

Aire Puritiers have been the air cleaner of choice for thousands of
businesses ant homas. Why do we continue Lo lead our competition? Iit's
simpie - CLOUD 9's hii-Redged HEPA filter witl remove bacleria, white
powder dander. and even the smaliest virus from your treathing alr without
any manufactured ozoneg or ions 1o polkte your home.

FACT 4: CLOLD ¢ units {not just s Hiers) have been cinically
tested by ndependent thied party sources.

FACT 2: All CLOGD 9 Sterite-Aieg” puritiers incorporate a 3-stage
filtration systam and Cancelyzer, along with @ powerfu
air-exchange capabifity. With CEOUD 9, you'll never hiave
bacteria residue on your floors.

We pride curselves on our service snd our relationsbips
with our eustomers, Owr BOD number means vou'll never
pay fo ask & guestion Of receive information,

For info Packet Cali Toll-Fres; 1-588-991-8000
Or write to: CLOUD 9, 777 Edgewood Avenue, Wood Dale, Hlinois 60191
Pleage nolude your phons nufsber




Avian Publications «C
Finch & Softhll Books L _

A Guide to Australian
Grassfinches
W by Russell Kingston.......... 2485

. R Guide to Gpuldian Finches
W 5y John Summat &

kD1 Hob Marshaif..............24.95
A Guide to Zabra Finches
by Milton Lewis, John Lewis &
Joanlewis................. 24,85
The Compiete Book of
Finches and Softhilis
by David Alderton. ............29.95
Lk Finches & Sparrows
4, by Peler Clement..............20.95
Y-
Hancock House Encyclopedia
» of Estrildid Finches
{ by Dr. Matthew Vriends &
Tanva Hemning-Vriends .......50.00
Keeping and Bresding Finches
and Seed-Eaters
by Russedf Kingston........... T0.00

weeenn Mousehirds In Avicultore
' by Kaleri J. Davisas........... 24.95

-2 Mupias and Manniking

.& by Robin Restafi................60.00
(_ v

Softhills: Care, Breeding
-n and Consarvation

. by Martin Vince .. ...24.95

Starlings and Mynas
by Chris Feare &

1 AdrianCraig..................45.00

Youcans, Barbats and
-, Hongyguldes
=~ by Lester Short &

Jennifer Home................... . B5.08

Thrushes

m by Peter CIement...............

45.00

Avlan Publications Accepls:
— c "-9'“‘ Cﬂicx

www.avianpublications.com

Phone/Fax Orders: 1-800-577-2473 » Free Catalog: 763-571-8902
£380 Monroe Street NE, Mirneapolis, MN 55432 USA
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The EuroCage™ is based on a
design used by many European
bird breeders. The cages can
be used singly or in stacks of
three high, covering an entire
wall or room. The cages are
light, sturdy, have powder-
coated fronts and durable white
plastic sides. These opaque
sides are an important part of
successiul breeding; they sepa-
rate the pairs s6 they can hear
each other without seeing each
other. Each unit can be
equipped with a fluorescent
light to show the birds to their
best advantage. Nestboxes can
be placed on a platform inside
the cages which assures that
banks of cages can be neatly
fitted together. The design of
the cage aliows for maximum
hygiene with minimum effort.
and the high quality aluminum

bing is designed { fifeti H H
invesiment, Ay questions. [I-l Corners Limited

Call 1.800.456.6780 CUSTOM CAGING SPECIALISTS




