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NFSS President's Message
May, 2004

A philosophical note on the
philosophy of volunteers...

NFS88 is a multi-purpoese organization that tries
te meet as many NFSS member needs as possi-
ble. Recently, some members reported being
‘offended’ when their copy of the Journal was
late or became lost. As NFSS president, I take responsibility for the over-
all operations of the society so | am responsibie for the late Journals'.

I {we) rely on volunteers. The NFS8 volunteer staff makes decisions
bhent on being the ‘best that we can be’, but at any given instant cope with
the reality that: {1} volunteers can only do so much, (2j human nature is
not perfect {paid or not}, {3} money doesn’t grow in seed cups and {4}
members are not interested in things they aren’t interested in.

With over 800 members, we moved from hand stamping and mailing
NFSS8 Journals simply because we wore out voiunteers. ‘Professionai
mailing companies’ do no better than our past volunteers did in getting it
out on time, even though we do pay them. This sort of bureaucracy,
human nature and the 'most efficient use of funds' delays our Journal
now and ageun. We who cope with everything daily roll with these reality
punches.

Where { said { take on all responsibility, volunteers take on the hard-
est part, the W-O-R-K part of keeping it all working as well as possible.
Under the smoothness of the NF38 duck in the water, are fifty wildly pad-
dling legs and feet. Things will go amiss. Whenever something ‘goes
wrong', it was NEVER intentional. It was because something got away
frem someone, a computer crashed, a machine broke down, someone
became ill or was caught in the rain.

Our Journal might come late now and again but it will show up even-
tually and wili be better with age. Without our volunteers there woulid be
no Journal. . . no NFSS at all.

Warmest regards and tongue in cheek,

Sally Huntington, President, National Finch & Softhill Society
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This time of the year, most avicultur-
alists are experigncing "Spring fever” and
{ am no exception. | have been spending
so much time fately with my birds that this
instaliment of the "F3S Happenings” col-
umn is about one of my “spring fever”
experiences! My hope is that each and
evary ong of you wit have some similar
experiences,

| recently obtained seven pairs of the
feisty ditle 5t Helena Waxbills. They
went through a six week long guaranting
period and then on March 20th. | placed
five pairs into individual breeding enclo-
sures in my aviary buitding. The aviary is
huift so that each inside breeding cage
has a larger outside flight which the birds
get to by going in and out of a small win-
dow that | can open and close as neaded.

For the first week. | kept the St
Helenas confined to the inside flight so
they could get acclimaied to where their
feed and water dishes wouid be and aiso
the difference in their surroundings. The
inside cages are approximately 20 inches
in height. 24 inches in depth and 46 inch-
es in length. The outside “fights™ are 20
inches in height, 24 inches in depth and
72 inches in length. After about a week.
on March 27th, { let them have access 0
these oulside fights. This type of set-up
sure seems (o be very good in providing
the birds with a sense of security. When
{ am feeding, they all just go ouf into the
outside portion and act fike they never
feet threatened at all. | can hear them
continuing with their singing and courting

Happenings:
Finch and Softbill
Save/Census

by Randy Taylor

NFSS 3rd Vice President

and they don't see me doing my chores,

By April 1si {in just five short days}.
four of the five pairs had already con-
structed nesis in ther outside Hights.
Three pairs buit nests on the foor under
dried Texas tumbleweeds {1 just grab the
onas | want 10 use as they blow across
my property... ol The fourth pair buiit
toward the top of thelr fight inside a tum-
bleweed.

All four nesfs measure hetween four
and five inches in diameter. Each one
has a wvery short side tunnel type
entrance that has dried stems positioned
s that the sharp ends would poke zny-
thing that tried to get into the nest. One
of the nests that | thought was built on the
floor isn't actually on the foor H is
expeartly suspended from a lower branch
of the tumbleweed and doesnt even
touch the floor.

All four pairs used the same types of
nesting materials. Three pairs used
coarse dried alfaifa stems for a thick one
to two inch base and all four pairs wove
some of these stems info the outside wall
portions of the nests. The major building
block of all the nests was coconut fibers
that were woven in and out - making a
compact ball that reminds me of a ball of
string. Dried berruda grass stems were
also ylilized in the bottoms and sides and
then the softer leafy parts were usedas a
lining in the interior of the nesis.
interestingly, the alfalfa and bermuda
were woven in at different angles from
the coconut fiber. These different colored
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and types of
materials used
on the oulside
of the nesis
made i very dif-
fictlt {o ses

them. | didnt
even nolice
them until the
birds Weres

already pretly
much  finished
buiding! H
waould have
been very easy
for me to have
migsed them
totally.

A couple of
days after
found the nests,
i gave each pair
a haif dozen or so large white feathers.
They didn'i seem oo interested in the
feathers for the first couple of days, but
eventually, all of the pairs used the feath-
ers o further camouflage the nest
entrances. They positioned the feathers
s that the pointed shaft ends point away
from the enfrance hole.

Once the main nests were complet-
ed, three pairs additionally bui#t “cock’s
nests” adjoining the real nests. Two pairg
built the "coci's nest” on top of the origi-
nal one and the third pair built two “cock's
nests” - one on each side. Only the
bermuda grass and a few feathers were
used in the construction of the “cock’s
nests” even though they had acecess o
more coconut fiber. The entrances of the
‘cock’s nests” are much larger than the
ones the main nests have. The fouwrth
pair totally dismantied thelr completed
nest and have stared all over in the
same location. The fifth pair stll shows
no irderest in breeding.

Since they have had access 1o their
outside flights on March 27th, afternoon
lemperatures have been averaging about
70 degrees with the range between the

A View of Some of Raadif s Outside i‘ligts .
Phota Courtesy CRamdy Tavior

upper 50's and lower 80's. The early
moming temperature has dropped as low
as the upper 30's but averages in the low
to mig 40's. The inside cages are main-
tained ai a temperaiure of 70 degrees.
So far, ali the birds are spending the nigiht
inside the building but they spend most of
the day in the oulside portion coming and
going as needed to eal, drink and warm
up on those cool days.

P don't raise “hothouse” birds and
alsc don't believe in a "sterile” environ-
ment for them. Inside cages are cleaned
once a month - whether they need it or
not - and the outside cages are cleaned
once a year. OF course there is only one
pair to a flight that encormpasses approx-
imatedy 20 square feet of space {40 cuhic
feel} so this dramafically culs down on
the mess. The fewer disturbances that
the birds experience will help o improve
their sense of security,

| use a combination of alfa¥a hay
and barmuda grass as a subsirate on the
cage boftoms. The dried leafy parts of
the alfalfa are eagerly eaten by them and
they spend a (ot of time "beaking” and
searching through these grasses for
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"goodies”.  All birds are provided with
fresh water with vilamins and minerals
added daily. Three times a week they get
Calciboost in the water and once a week
a probiolic is added. Free choice. they
get a good guaility finch rmix which is
offered from pint canning jars with the
‘planit” bases. Fresh soaked/fsprouted
seed is given daily. Each outside flight
has & wire covered confainer {-one
square foot} that holds growing spray mil-
let as greens. They get 20-30 rmeal
worms daily and | have active fruif 8y cub-
tures scattered around inside the building

Fands

and the outside "walkaround™. | disturb
the fly cultures every time | ender the
aviary and this gives the birds something
to chase. There are also sl types of nat-
ural insects that abound in the “walka-
round” like aphids, green-fies, spiders,
anis and crickets.

can't wait 1o see what resuits. # any,
eome from all this activity! | still get this
excitement avery time and hope you do
too! Dest wishes 1o everyone for a gresat
new segsont

Randy Taylor, NFSS 3rd Vice President,
Finch and Softblll Save Program (FS$8) and Census Manager
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Propagating,
Domesticating and
Breeding Finches

by Michael Marcotrigiano,
NFSS Science Editor

“*All Rights Reserved™”

There is much talk on the internet
abaout raising finches. Some of 4 has o
do with the techniques that can be used
to get difficult species to raise their
young. These animal husbandry conver-
sations are key o the survival of captive
breeding populations in many species
that are rare in aviculture. Some internet
chat has 1o do with choosing the best
crosses o make specific color combina-
tions. Less of the talk has to do with
breeding methodologies for improving
the conformation, color depth. body size.
feather guatity. and head shape of exist-
ing Hnes. In some conversations. the
quality of American and European lines is
compared and # s this point that moti
vates me t0 write this article.

in the past few issues { as Science
Editor. have #mited my discussions {o
raviews of arlicles written by scientisis
who publish in peer-reviewad science
journals. In this article. | stray into the
field of personal ohservations and fry 10
clarify important issues for American bird
owners. While t am trained as a plant
breeder and developmental biologist
most of the methods and definthions apply
10 animals as well. There is some opinion
in the following. but most of i is based on
observation and conversations with
breeders here and abroad. ¥l begin with
some definitions.

"Propagating” is simply making more
of something. For exampie, taking cul-
tings of a houseplant and rooting them 1o
make more individuals is propagating. In
birds. propagation could be putling ten
Zebra finches in a flight cage and letting
Mother Nature take its course, generation
after generation. without selecting for any
particuiar rait. For Zebra finches this is
easy. for many others species it is not.
Why? Zebra finches are "more domesti-
cated’. either because they are inhereni-
iy tolergnt to caplive conditions. or
bacause they have been in caplivity for
s0 many generations that natural {or bet-
ter yet unnatural} selection has favored
those individuals that tolerate and breed
freely in captivity. If birds wont make
bahies in caplivity. that tendency is soon
weeded out of a population - assuming
that the reluctance to breed in captivity is
genetically controlled and the cause of
failure. Once a wild species is easiy
bred in caplivity. it can be considered
domesticated.

"PDomestication” is defined by dic-
tionaries as “adapting an animal or plant
to e in intimate association with and fo
the advantage of humans” and is neces-
sarily linked to good animat husbandry.

"Breeding” has more thas one
acceptable definition. One is "the sexual
activity of conceiving and bearing off-
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spring’. To me. this 18 a just different way
of saying "propagating”. Interestingly. i
you look up the definition of propagating
you get "to cause to continue or increase
by sexuat or asexual reproduction”. a def-
inition strikingly similar to the first simplis-
tic definition of breeding. Breeding also
means. “the production of animals or
plants by inbreeding or hybridization™,
Please note that it does nof say “interspe-
cific hybridization”. Any cross between
different lines in the same species is a
form of hybrdization. Within serious
breeding circies. what breeding is - that
propagation s not - is “the willful selec-
tion of parents and the use of genetic
principles o reach a desired goal”.

in my opinion. there s not enough
finch breeding going on inthe U.S. There
5 much interest hare in the products of
turopean breeding efforts. | will talk in
this paper about conditions in Europe that
favor serious bresding and aftempt to
#iustrate how these differ from conditions
found here.

turopeans. because of their longer
history of owning captive animais, have
developed many more domestically bred
torms than Americans. One ook at the
dog or the canary clearly proves this, with
many breeds of gach emanating from
Europe. Why? One reason is that it takes
time to develop new sirains or breeds
and the USA is a relatively young country.
But another i cuitural. While American
maize bresders may rule in the world of
figld crop improvement. for most captive
"pet’ species there are few Americans
dedicated encugh o advance their lines
to the next ievel. not to mention create
new ones from scratch. Yel, we see many
American finch lovers looking fo buy
"Engiish Zebras™ or "Euro Societies”
because they like their appearance betier
than Amarican birds. They are often larg-
er. "softer”. possess betler body lnes.
deeper colors. larger eyes. rounder
heads. efc. In many cases the ignorance
of breeding principles displayed by
American finch owners leads {o the
degradation of years of European breed-

ing accomplishments, instead of the
gradual improvement - or at least mainte-
nance - of already fabulous lings. The
good European breeders understand that
most of the conformation improvements
come from “congregating” into one popu-
tation the many genes needad {o improve
fraits that are quantifatively rather than
gualitatively inherited. | have watched
some Americans chat about things like
size. feather quality. head shape. gic. in
the context of single gene inheritance.
This simplistic approach fo genefics
underscores the difficulty that such bird
owngrs will have frying to improve most
traits in their birds.

Mow is 2 good breeder recognized?
In Europe. some of the luck of winning
first ptace at a show is removed by rules
that do not exist in the USA. Forexample.
in the UK. Society {i.e. Bengalese} finch-
es must ba shown as malched pairs in
one show cage where they are both
judged for uniferm superionity.  would be
dificull to win with “beginner’s luck” f you
had to place two birds of excellent quality
in one show cage. So, in ordsr fo contin-
ue winning # is necessary to leam how o
produce many good birds. As Bob
Rittman and Jim Warburton explained to
me. in the Netherands and most of
turope onjy current year birds are shown
5o that winning over and over again each
year with the same bird is impossibie.
This drives the breeder o produce as
good or better birds sach vear

I am not proposing that the NFSS
copy European style show rules {o force
Americans io bacome befier breeders.
Many American bird owners are happy
just propagating birds and showing the
best ones they come up with by random
chance or minimal selection. That is their
choice. But we should stop goggling over
European birds if we do not have the will-
ingnass or patience 1o learn the good
bresding practices {and | mean breeding.
not propagating or husbandry} that lead
1o ling improvement.

The stiff tevel of competition. the
large number of evenis. and the proximi-
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ty of the countries. all confribute to good
breeding in Ewrope. According fo Jim
Warburton in England. he can acguire fop
quality birds anywhere in his ¢ouniry in
only 24 hours, There are shows year
round and fravel and importation from
adjacent countries is much easier than in
the USA. Cur large counfry ¢can make it
difficult to obtain the desired lines needed
to improve an existing ine. if a breeder
does not ship. the distances one must
fravel can be discouraging. Shows are
often so far apart they require the difficult
mode of ar travel.

Another difference in Europe is the
higher percentage of breeders that like
showing show-quality hnes that took
years to develop. For many species.
there are lines that are "named” after the
breeders and people brag about having.
e.g.. fawn Zebra finches derived from the
“Harrison ling”. This is rarely true in the
U3, and when it exists. it is more likely a
phrase heard in guppy circles where lines
exist thal have their origing with early
Eturopean emigrants to the US. Inmy birg
room. | have Society finches from Bob
Ritiman's importation of the great birds of
Fred Panjer in Holland. Fred won Bestin
Show in the European World competition
more than once for his Soclety finches. in
Europe, Fred Panjers lines are well
known and highly sought afler. In con-
trast. | won Best in Show at the US
Nationals {(all finches} with a descendant
of Fred's fine fast year Yet. even with that
win, { had no inguiries about the origin of
my Hne and few requests for it. Perhaps
Americans are fixated on oblaining a bet-
ter individual bird. not a befter fine of
birds. when they attain new stock.

Eurcpeans seem fascinated with
going beyond simple domestication to
actually breeding for changes in appear-
ance of the species - in addition to finding

as many color mutations as possibie. The
tnglish Budgie and Border Canary come
to mind. In the US, | have heard argu-
ments against mutation breeding, line
breeding. or even domestication.
because doing so will ruin the birds forev-
er - making them unable to be released
into the wild if they are needed to boost a
sagging population. Yel. releasing cap-
tive raised species in the wild is a fricky
and specialized science that histodcally
is not achieved by government coopera-
tion with pet owners, The more reievani
reason o save rare or unusual finch
species in caplivity is that the importation
and capture of most rare species is either
difficult or non-existent. When a species
disappears in captivity it rnay never refurn
to captivity. So why not develop superior
show fines of these birds too?

{ will conclude by saying that | hope
more American aviculturists take the time
to iearn the necessary breeding method-
oiogy and principles of inhertance to take
a ne of birds and bring it to the next
level Without such knowiedge we will
continue to see breeders resorting to
strict inbreeding in an attempt {o maintain
type. or losing type aliogether by “irying
this” and “lrying that’. Admittedly, there is
bck in all breeding programs. but with
strong knowledge of breeding principles,
skill wins over luck and the good breeder
wins more shows than the lucky breeder.
in the end. a great breeder has a sense
of pride in the accomplishments made
and the patience it took to make them.

in the next issue of the Journal | will
define some breeding lerms and make
recommendations for readings that can
help a novice breeder gain more knowl-
edge about breeding methodology. The
end resuit could be a few less years fo
reach "Best in Show'".
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Attention Bird Club Members!
Does your Bird Club need to

RAISE FUNDS?

Wae will donate our fine art poster
Nature’s Jewels

for your next fund raising event!

We know that bird clubs are the backbone of
American Aviculture. Wae also know that fund raising is
a constant battie for most clubs. ¥ you need help with
your fund raising efforts. please emall or write

ladygouldianfinch.com
5389 Pheasant Run, Stone Mountain, Ga. 30087

Attention NFSS Judges!i!

it's here! The NFSS Judges Awerd is finally hereft! Order yours foday!
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“A Finch Has a Word For It.”
The Red Headed Finch

(Amadina erythrocephala)

a.k.a. Aberdeen Finch, Paradise Sparrow, Red Headed
Weaver, Red Headed Amadina

by Sally Huntington
** All Rights Reserved **

As presented at the Fourth Exotic Bird Breeders
Symposium, 2003, California

VWhat is in a Name?

The Red Headed finch {Amading
arythrocephala) claims two sub-species -
dissitea and ervthrocephala - which,
though referred to in articles. are scarce.
and hard to find photos of or information
on.  Paraphrasing Matthew and Tanvya
Vriends {9). the Amadina is a large sub-
family of the dull colored estrildidas - dull
hecause of the dry country they inhahil
{African and indian Silverbills are ofher
examples).

Birds in this group are also referred
to as weaver finches because they seem
to share a comimon origin with the “true”
weavers. who weave complex neasts.
While the Cul-throat and Red Headed
finch may be close in appearance o
these weavers. bolh. however, have a
poorly developgd nest building drive
compared fo the “true” weavers. In the
wild. the Red Headed finch {and others)
use old weaver nesis. redined and
altered some to make the enfrances
smaller.

An Aviculturist's Dream
{or maybhe, Nightmare?)

Amadina. only two in the class
under Estrldid, have been regarded as a
distant offspring of the Mannikins - of
which Red Headed finches resemble - alt
because they share the large Mannikin
hill.  But, Amadina chicks more closely
resemble the Pyiilia. because the lower
half of the Amadina mouth s black in
color: they have a similar amount of
down: and the voice and behavior of the
Pytila. We can wonder why the Amadina
do not twist their necks in usuatl Estrildid
begging fashion. (3.8.9}

Native lo Southern Africa. where
temperatures range from 50-90 degrees
Fahrenheil, this hardy lttle red headed
nomad of a bird can be found in open
country - making its way around farm
buildings and suburban dwellings. feed-
ing on seeds and small nsects. Lucky
residents and visitors o Soulh Africa,
Namibia. Bolswana, Zimbabwe and
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southern Angola are used to seeing these
birds daily.

Well, How big is it?

A large finch. as finches go. the
Red-Headed weighs in between 22-27
grams {one ounce or about the weight of
a hard-boiled chicken egg sliced in haif)
and is ahout 13 om {five inches) from tip
10 tip,

Girlz and Boys?

Dimorphic finches, the hodies of
males and females are nearly identical in
color - being grayish brown with delicale
dark brown and white scuipting on the
breasts of both sexes. The white scuipt
ing is in small haif-moon shapes.

The male, heginning while stil in the
nest, boasis red feathers on s head
{hence. the species name). This "red’
varies it color density from dark, biood-
red to a clear scariel. Developing colored
feathers early. then. you can el males
from females because of the red male's
head. The females are lighter and duller
in color and {in few cases} may have a
very sfight red tinge to their heads. o
suppot the Viends comments above, |
have found the Red Headed finch does
have the similar. albeit larger, body type
of the manniking and munias. including
the beak. butf facks the overall agility of
the mannikins.

Caution: Relatives

The Red MHeaded finch is a larger
cousin o the Cut-Throat finch {Amadina
fasciata) and they showld not be housed
together as they will cross breed.

Would you invite them to your parly?

The Red Headed finch is a relative-
ly non-aggressive bird, and can be
housed in mixed collections in larger
{mine are 7 x 4 x 77} planted fHights.
However they are curicus. and |have
seen them fake over the nests of other
birds. uniil | realized what they wanted.
Since providing them with larger box
nests, mounted five feet or higher above

the ground, they no longer bother the
smalier {waxbil-wicker! type nests that
are mounted lower in the flight.

Housing Overall

 have housed the Red Heads in
colonies and in pairs in outdoor flights in
San Diego (40 - 95 degrees Fahrenheit).
While the flighi{s are not heated. we do
clip in plastic windbreakers from October
to Apri on the windward side of the
aviaries. The well-planted flights (three
to four five-galion plants. some hanging
ferns. etc.) have one to two inches of
{easily changed} sand spread on top of
cement pavers, |use "Sweel PDZ" brand
of horse stall refresher, mixed with the
sand for odor condrol

No more than 20 finches are housed
in any flight at any one time. | have
housed Red Heads with colonies of Tri-
Colored Munias or Masked Grass finch-
es, and with numerous other pairs such
as Orange-Cheeked Waxbills, Lavender
Finches, Qwl Finches, Scaly-Crowned
Weavers, Red-Cheeked Cordon Bleus.
Red-Faced Crimson Finches, Red-Fared
{Btack-Rumped) Waxbills, Yefiow Legged
Honeycreepers. Zebra Finches. Chestnut
Breasted Manniking, Bourkes. Mouse-
birds, Pekin Robing, and the White-Eared
Bulbul, They get along well.

Food Overall

Red Headed finches prelty much
eat what afl finches eat. | use a porfable
metal gravity-fed hopper filled with
Higgins Nederands Vita Finch Seed Mix
- added t0o as reguired. . . Cultlebone
aplenty. A Lixit brand quarl botlle for
drinking water. placed three feet high on
the side of the flight - water added as
needed. In addition. a backup source of
water {changed daily} s kept in 2 plant
saucer on the flight bottom - which most
use for hathing and drinking,

Daily. | rernove and replace two food
cups for each of eleven flights. One cup
is for egg food and the other for soaked
food. The egg food is smushed hard-
holled eggs (including crushed sheil}
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mixed with Vignate brand vilaming (1 fea-
spoon per egg) - about two tablespoons
per fight. 1 feed a few (20-30) meai-
worms in the smushed egg cup and et
the birds sort out who gets them. For
most finches. these few mealworms and
this balanced diet seems o be enough {0
encourage breeding. While 1 keep the
diet consistent, most parents “rest” on
their own - usually aRler fledging three fo
five clulches.

In a second cup, lfeed one
Zupreem primate biscuit and approxi-
mately one tablespoon of Zupreem
Cockatiel Fruit Blend Breeder Pellels
soaked in Gatorade. {Nole: for one cup
of Zupreem. one and a half cups of
Gatorade are absorbed in an hour or 80
io a consistency the birds favor - Le. can
e easily squished in their bills.) | usually
soak the mixture overnight in the refriger-
aler. #t maintains the same relative con-
sistency. 1 add to the Galorade mix one
tablespoon of Quiko multiple vitamin and
one tablespoon Quiko mineral powder
per quart of Galorade. in the winter {40-
60 degrees Fahrenheit on average) |
alse give generous spray millet weekly
for added "fat’. { will add more meal-
worms andfor scaked food as required
Hwhen they are feeding a lot of chicks.
Red Heads begin feeding the soaked
food 1o chicks rather guickly,

Lessons learned...

My first Red Heads were purchased
in mid-1997 for $75.00 for the pair. They
taid a few cluiches through the first year
of thres o six relatively large {3/ inches
iong) while eggs. None of the babigs
fived, but this in not unusual for 2 new
breeding pair. The hen died of egg-bind-
ing in mic-1898.  {Note: These hens
seem susceptible fo calcium deficiency
resulting in egg-binding. A calcium sup-
plement - Quike mineral powder - has
eliminaied the problem.) H fook sk
months o locate another hen. By
Novernber. 1999, they produced a clutch
of three. By day five. only one baby was
alive and the nest was extremely foul

smeliing. [ removed and hand-raised the
single chick.

Raising babies, again?

Using Hagen hand-feeding formula
by their directions. via eyedropper. much
like when raising a Zebra finch, 1kept #t
warm in 2 small Kleenex-lissue-filled
ceramic bowl, on a plug-in reptile hot-
rack. {Note: 1 change the Kleenex when
Ffeed. which is every hour throughout the
day and info the avening. but have
learned # is nol necessary to feed at
night. | stop feeding around 10:00 p.m.
ang resuma at 8:00 am. or so. This has
worked with numerous types of finches
and softbifls over the years.) See chart
below on weight in grarms vs. time pas-
sage.

Chart for “Turkey” NFSS 99 G-19

PAIE  Weightin Grams

14/22/99 9.3 {Fst. 5 days oid}
11/23/99 1.0

11/24/99 12.5

11/25/89 145

11/26/99 16.2

11/27/99 19.0

11/28/99 223

11/28/98 23.2

11130198 230

12/01/9% 237

12102199 2486

1243398 23.8

1204199 243

12/05/99 241

12/36/98 24.6

12/07/99 245

12/08/99 24.1 {Fedging)
12/22/99 23.4

01/09/60 20.6 (Ftying - Eating

o his own)

04720060 217

A Different Kind of Finch

The Red Headed finch babies are
very dark skinned. near charcoal-gray.
and are coverad with & light gray down,
They are assertive beggars with a very
ioud {70 - 75 dcbh begging ery. opéning
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Younpy Red Headed Finch being Hand-fed

Phote Courtesy © By Beckham

their mouths very wide. more bke some
softhils. than like other finches. Ben
Cooper {8). noted aviculturist and hand
and foster breeder. said he was unable fo
foster Red Heads. He believed that fo
the foster parents. the large gaping-beg-
ging mouths were {00 much like a small
snake as i sirikes.

Thanksgiving Names a Bird

Hecause | brought this chick in
around Thanksgiving. 1888 1 off-handed-
ly named him "Turkey . He is now over
three years old and has provided much
insight on the behaviors of Red Headed
finches. For instance, | set him up {o
braed at 1 12 years. This hand-raised
male and domestic {but not hand-raised)
hen quickly produced two clulches of
eqggs. Furkey exhibited immature behav-
ior, He would stay in the nest. bt instead
of incubating the eggs in a productive or
responsible fashion. he would exhibit his
mating display over and over. During
these months, Turkey remained a “pet”
bird. assertively finger and shoulder sit
ting. coming {o me when | entered his
fight. taking food from my hands. at
tirmes exhibiting rrating behavior on my
hand, overall. staying so imprinted at first,
1 thought his ability to produce offspring in
a responsible way had been hampered
by being hand-raised,

~But NOOOQOO!

By Spring of 2002, Turkey and
his hen produced a three-eqq
ciutch that they parentad excep-
tionally well. Then. a four-sgg
ciulch. successfully, and then a
six-eqg clulich. Hed FHeaded
eggs incubate for 12-14 days.
Chicks fledge beginning on the
20th day. After this pair suc-
cessfully fledged their fourth
clutch. | removad them from the
compriunity flight o a smaller
flight. without a nesting setup. fo
give them a rest. Once in the
smaller flight, withou! a ot of
exercise and young fo raise.
Turkey becarne overweight, developing a
tipoma {a benign tumor of chiefly fat cefls}
about the size of a quarter. The lipoma
diminished when he was returned {o the
activity of a community flight.

Stinky-poo Nests

{lgarned that there is a foul smell in
the Red Headed finch nest box when
chicks are abow! ten days old. At first 1
thought this to be because of hidden
dead chicks. However. over time. |
noticed and have agreament from others
{4.5 8.9}, Red Headed finch nests "stink’”
Unlike some of the neat and tidy waxbills,
the Red Heads flunk basic nest cleani-
ness.  They poop in thelr nests and on
one-another.  They do not appear fo
remave any fecal matler. nor seem {o
care. Baby "burp” remains where it falls,
While the nest smells worse than any
other | have experignced. the rate of sur-
vival, health of chicks. attitude of parent-
ing. efc.. compare with or exceed other
finches (and softbills). My practice has
hecome t¢ inspect the nest on the eighth
day and usually close-band by the tenth
day, when | usually decide - puting my
cleankliness standards on their messy
nasis - the nest must be cleaned. For
about hatf of parents. {until they seem
used to me being around} any nest
checking or this nes! cleaning behavior of
ming causes them {o refuse o continue



i Jovrnal of the Nodeenal Fincl gind Softhiff Socicny

raising their young. [Fve learmed {0 not
check the stinky nesis of first or second-
time parents. unless | am ready 1o hand-
raise. should the babies be ingored. My
hypothesis. yet o be proven. is that the
smell and the unkempt appearance may
well be a primordial leflover design o
keep away certain dry country predators
- gspecially snakes - which smell ang
sense heat - and rodents. which are eas-
dy confused by chaos or clulier,

The Turkey Who Came for Dinner

Turkey hecame an excellent father
He became assertive. bul not aggressive,
He was always actively involved when
sifing eggs or feeding the chicks. Red
Heads take turns sitting eggs and feeding
chicks although Turkey seems o domi-
nate both of those departments - being a
irue “stay-at-home Dad™. Though he con-
tinied to have "pet behavior” toward me
on a daily basis, he'd hiss and "bite the
hand that feeds him” when | ventured fo
inspect his nest while he was in il as
though determmined o keep me away.
Other. non-pet Red Heads were always
quick to fly away from the nest when |
checked. Overall. Turkey. the hand-
raised “pet” has remained a sotialized
pel. and has afso developed into a social-
ized breeding bird arnong his specles,

A Tatking What?!i!

Turkey also taught himself 1o say his
name. {He was exnibited af the AFA con-
vention in 1.os Angeles whare numerous
AFA members wilnessed this atlention-
getting behavior, “Turkey. Turkey do” and
“Turkey. Turkey. Turk™). His announcing
s name is usually {bul nol ablways}
accompanied by mating behavior. This
fact, and the fact a young Tri-Colored
Munia, who lived with Turkey during
Turkey's “resiing” days. also leamned to
say “Torkey-Turkey-turk-turk”, incorporat-
ing :Linto his mating song. This observa-
tion keeps ihe door opened for more
study on just what is the window of lan-
guage acquisition for birds and what does
each sound mean to them - and WHY

would they mimic another species? And
- go they aven realize it is not a song of
chirp, but is actually a human "word™?

A White-Eared Butbul Chimes In {11}

While some studies have been done
{10} on sound and song nature/nurture
arguments, there is more unknown than
known. Turkey's behavior coupled with
the Munia and the recent {November
2002} language offering by a similarly
raised While-kared Bulbul {Ali Bulbul). is
exciling. Al has had two "language pat-
terns” since he was a few weeks old:

a} He leamed to offer - "What-what'

b} He would repeat back my whistie-
sounds i exchanges of whistles as |
moved about the house,

On lgarning patterns:  Whaen birds
that are being hand fed begin fo fledge. #
is not unusual 1o have one or two of them
fly out and go hither-thither across the
room. Al's cage is nearby, and the flitter-
ing younyg birds would get his full atlen-
fion. Because he seemed so axcited. |
went about asking. "Whered they go -
Where'd they go?” After only a week o
two. Ali clearly joined rme in wanting 1o
know. "Where'd thay go - Where'd they
g0?". The point being - while # was clear
Al and Turkey had a phrase since eatly
on. Ali has shown U3 you "can teach an
old bird new tricks’. What does this
mean’?

What "lurkey” means o Turkey. we'l
tikely never know. However. once he was
babysatl for three weeks by my younges!
son. an avid bird person. Turkey did not
speak for him behond an occasional
rather typical. Red Headed “chirp”. Upon
return, however. he flew siraight to my
shoulder - ran rapidly about - crying out
“Turkey-Turkey-Turkey™. Was it because
t used the word “turkey” when he was
begin fed as a chick? Was this anly one
of his many kinds of connections to me.
the wnprinted mother?  is “speaking” {o
me in "turkey falk” the same as the audi-
ble chirps and beeps he uses {0 other
finches?
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Wisconsin
Cage Bird Club, Inc.

Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc. (WCBC)
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Raising thePeters' Twinspot
(Hypargos niveoguttatus)

ByHarry Bryant
** All Rights Reserved **

Peter’s Twinspot Pair (Female on {eft, Male on right)

Male in “alarm™ posture with raised tail.
FPlrote Conrtesy € Harey Bryaint

The Pelers’ Twinspols {Hypargos
nfveogutiatus) are one of the first birds
that peopie seem lo notice in my bird-
rocom, commmenting on their bright red
plumage and active behavior. Their crim-
son red and black colors with the bright
white spots make this a very distinctive
bird. My personal experience with them
over the [ast several vears is that they are
hardy, easy {0 keep and not especially
hard {o breed.

OTHER NAMES

Peters' Ruddy Waxbill, Peters'
Spoted Firefinch, Red-throated Twin-

spof. Five subspecies are recognized
and are more geographical than in
piumage differences.

HABITAT

fastern central Africa including
Eastern Zaire, Angola, Kenya and
Mozambigue. They inhabit lowland bush,
grasslands and acacia sorub, sometimes
i1 cultivated areas, offen near waler,

DESCRIPTION

They measure 4 34 to 5 inches {120
to 125 mmy) in length, and are a sexually
dimorphic species. The male has a bright
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red face 1o breast and rich brown upper-
parts, while the female has duller brown
upperparts, pale face and chin but rich
rusty or orange on breast Hoth sexes
have the characteristic spoffed under-
parts of ail twinspots {twinspots take their
narne from the ‘paired’ white spots, one
on either side of the feather shafil,

VOICE

The standard close contact call is a
soft and very variable 'tseet or 'tses-af’
The distant contact call is similar but
touder, longer-drawn out and more
emphatic. A rapid-tempo rill, very similar
to the willing call of the Purple Grenadier,
seems aiso to be used as distant contact
call. The alarm call is & barsh ‘tschea’,
The nest call begins with the close con-

Male Peter’s Twinspot
Photo Courtesy CHarry Bryvwnt

tact call and then follows a quick series of
notes that could be described as 'best-
beetbeetbeet, repeatedly interrupted by
contact calls. The song begins with a il
which is followed by a series of both pure
and gurgling whistied or fluting notes. {2}

Adult male: Forehead o crown deep
grey to kead grey {faintly tinged with olive
in fresh plumage}, becoming warm brown
or hight reddish-brown on lower nape,
mantle, back. scapulars and upper rump;

lower rump, uppertad coverts and center
of base of tail deep or rich crimson, rest
of tail and outers black or blackish-brown,
All wing coverts, tertials and edges to
flight feathers warm brown or light red-
dish-brown as scapulars; Bight feathers
otherwise dull brown. Lores, gver eye,
sides of neck o upper breast rich red or
bright crimson, Belly and flanks black,
heavily spotted with large circular spots,
most heavily on flanks and sides of bally,
vent and under-coveris black, unspotted.

|

Female Peter's Twinspot
Phata Conrtesy CHarvy Bryant

Bill is black, blue-black or tinged purplish,
pale blue-grey at base. bye brown or red-
digh-brown, with white or pale blue aye-
ring. Legs and fee! grey of grey-brown. In
worn piimage, grey on head and red on
braast much paler,

Adull female: A pale and more

washed oul version of the male, with grey
or pale grey-brown upperparts {yellowish
or pate brown on some); rump and upper-
tail-caverts to base of tail duller or deep-
er red. Face is pale yeftowish-buff from
lores over eye o sar-coverts, occasional-
W tinged with grey on lores and ear-
coverts, Chin to lower throat and sides of
neck the same, but often suffused with
grey on lores and ear-covers. Chin o
lower throat and sides of neck the same,
but often suffused with pink or orange;
lower throat and breas! reddish or rusty
orange-brown. Belly and flanks dark
grey-black, heavily spotted with while
{each spot emarginated with black),
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Juvenile Male Peter’s Twinspot
Phaote Courtesy VHurry Bryoat

spots heaviest or largest on flanks and
sides of belly, undertail-coverls dark-gray
or black. Bill dark grey-black or bluish-
biack. with paler blue-grey at base. Eye-
ring same as male but thinner.

suvenile: The fledgling Peler's
Twinspot is very ruch similar to female,
bt browner on the top of head, with face
buff and throat, sides of nack and breast
russet-brown; belly 1o undertail-coverts
black or greyish-black with some pale lips
to feathers. (1) Male fedglings seem to
show more red on the head and chest.

COURTSHIP DISPLAY

The cock performs a “stem display”
on the ground. where the cock "dances”
around the hen. As described Dy
Goodwin in Estrildid finches of the World
(2):

"The courtship display has been
gescribed in detall by Harrison &
Daormer (4} The male with a feather
ar pther nest material in his bill, and
spread and partly angled tail. ultering
a faint song sequence. He performs
a bobbing movement, the head being
afternately poinfed upward at an
angle of about 70 degrees and
bowed o about 30 degrees every

second during the dispiay. He starts
with his head in the elevated position
and body low to the ground. He next
bows. then throws it up and at the
same time hops about half aninch off
the ground. His head is then slowly
towered to the slightly bowed posi-
tion and the segquence repeated. He
does not hop until his head is in the
iowest position. 8o that he can throw
# up again simultaneously with the
next hop. The hen may remain guias-
cent or. occasionally. perform slow
hops. without nesting material in the
bili. If the female responds by solicit-
ing with quivering tail. copulation
oeeurs.”

Harrison & Dormer {4) state that "in
the wild this species indulges in a form of
communal display. Toward evening. a
number of pairs congregate in a palch of
thick undergrowth. Mere the males hop
around. keeping several yards apart. and
display. as H to each other. ullering a
sharp ‘chip’ followed by a long musical trill
on a descending scale. The females sim-
ply sit and watch.”

FOOD AND FEEDING HABITS
IN THE WILD

Feeds mainly on the ground. usually
in pairs, but sometimes in family groups.
in open areas. on paths or the sides of
the road. on grass seeds and small
insects.

FOOD AND FEEDING HABITS
iN CAPTIVITY

My birds always have access to a
bowl of standard finch mix. a dish of
Birdcare's "Feast Insectivore” and a bow!
of ciean water Every day they are given
a portion {about a teaspoon for each pair}
of soaked {sprouied) seed or egg food
{my eqgfood consists of crumbled hard
boiled eggs - with the shell, plus 2 table-
spoons of Richlife Vionate Vitamin mix
and 1 tablespoon of Japanese millet). |
also add a calcium supplement {Calcivel}
1o the drinking water once a week. and
give them a slice of apple. which they
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greatly enjoy.

Spray millet is provided two or three
fimes a week, and they also recsive
mealworms andfor wax worms twice a
week, uniess they are feeding babies,
when they receive unlimited mealworms
and/or wax worms daily. {They atso relish
small crickets and grasshoppers, which
are offered when available )

AVIARY NOTES
Peters’ are fropical bids, and are
reported as not handiing low tempera-
tures well. Living in northern Ohio, my

Nest Bax
Photo Courtesy CHarry Bryamt

hirds are kept indoors, in a basement bird
room, My Peters’ seem to breed best in
large box cages. These cages measure
2'x 2 x5 {or §')long. The cages

have a 4' shoplight ontop and are & -
lighted fourteen hours a day. -
Temperatures in the bird room
range from 68° F at nightto 78°
during the day. Two or three stan-
dard wood nest boxes are provig-
ed, and they wil] often build nests
in severat boxes before deciding
o use one. The same nest site is
usually uwsed mulliple times,
though they seem to "freshen” up
the nest with a liffle additional
nesiing material,

in the wild, nests are usually
found low in a bush, sometimes
on the ground. My birds have

Lo

View of Nest with Tap Remov
Showing Material built overhead,
Phote Courtesy CHarey Bryant

used all types and sizes of wooden finch
nest boxes, and both sexes build a farge,
thick woven nast from long grasses, plant
wool, feathers, shredded paper, and
almost anything else they can stiuff info a
nest bax! The nest has a small entrance
hole, sometimes with a shorl entrance
wnnel.

b oprovide soft grasses for nesting
materials; | try to find an abandoned
house in the country where the lawn
grass has become overgrown. Tal
grasses can also be found along roads or
in parks. The most important thing is that
the grass is “fineg”, and not "coarse”,

They are usually good parenis (f
you do not disturb them), and 3 typical
clutch wilt consist of three to five while

Peter's Fwvinspot Egps
Phato Courtesy Cllarey Bryant
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eggs {approxwnately 12mm x 16mmi
with incubation being 12 to 13 days. .
Both sexes share in the incubation. and
usually the fermale remains on the nest at
might. The chicks are flesh-colored when
halched but darken fo dark-grey or black
with g few greyish tufis of down in their
first day of life. {2) The gape is bright yel-
fow. They will leave the nest about two
weeks later, and the parents will continue
to feed them for another two weeks. Al
this stage their plumage is dark brown
with a slight red wash on the back and
wings. The throat is light brown and the
yellowish nodules at the comers of the
gape are retained for & few days. The
males usually have a brighter breast and
are a fitke more reddish in color,

They will breed alt year round. how-
ever. by removing all of the nest boxes
from the cage. | it each palr to only
three broods a year.

S8PECIAL NOTES

Ornice they come into breeding condi-
tion. Peters’ have been reported by some
{5} to become aggressive towards each
other andfor any other species. gven if
they are larger. | have kept a number of
veniles together with no problems in a
targe flight cage. however they were sep-
arated before they had begun to pair off,

My twinspols do not tolerale nest
inspections. and will throw oul the babies
if hothered. Therefore. | dont even Iry 1©
check inside their boxes. | usually know
they have laid eggs when the fermale dis-
appears and doesn't show up when [ feed
eggfood or sosked seed in the morming.
When both parents give alarm calls.
triling calls, and try to divert your atten-
tion away from the nestbox. you can be
sure they have babies,

Pelers are very intelligent. and will
ofien greel you by hanging on the wire
wailing for their meaiworm treal. Mine
have learned exactly where the door to
the cage 5. and one or the other will often
fly out under my hand when | open il to
change water or add food. They make a

game of {lying from cage 1o cage. all the
while calling back and forth o each other.
After about five minules of visiting the
other birds {especially the other
twinspols). they aliow themselves to be
netied and retumed {o their cage, gresl-
ing sach other like they have been away
for days.
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Homer Hits a Homer
....a Story

by Christine ACY Kumar
** All Rights Reserved **

o,
Homer
Plresrer Courtesy + Ohristane 0V Knmar

It was one of the last days of Indian
Summer when | first saw Homer at
Stewart's Bird Farm in Hareysville, PA
He was in a six foot flight cage with about
fifty other specialty mutalion Zebra
Finches that had jusl arrived. He was
encrmaus, perhaps even tfanic. 1 looked
at him and my lower jaw just dropped,
Was that REALLY a Zebra Finch | was
seaing? He locked more like a guinea pig
or a miniature sheep dog to me. | gongid-
ered purchasing him. Crystet! Stewart and
| discussed hum at length. My main con-
cern was his size - he was just too huge.

Bigger isr't always belter. I'm working on
a line of zebras for the show bench. While
t really would like to breed my penguins
up in size, | told myself | was NOT that
desperate to get a large Zebra Finch.

The second concern was his color
g, Me looked an awful lot like a pied, but
{ was pretly sure he was actually a poorly
marked Gray Cheek {GC), which can
sornetirnes appear as though pied. Pled
and GC are completely diferent Zebra
mutations, but regardiess, 1 didn't really
want either in my flock. The only redeem-
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ing quabty 1 could see was that he was
also a Black Face.

b selected out a few hens and other
cockbirds, all of which were gorgeous
birds and carried mutations | worked with
or had been searching for - passing on
the enormous mottied white and gray bird
with the black black breast and face. |
almost felt guilly when | said goodbye lo
him before 1 {eft, wishing him Godspeed
in finding & happy home. As | turned o
lpave, he fried to fly up 1o
the perch, flapping for alt he
was worth only o plop right
back down again onto the
cage bhottom will a pathetic
dult thud. He had complate-
ly missed the perch. "What
a dork?”, | thought, shaking
my head in pity, and left.

The next day on the
Zebrafinch Yahoo list, a
member posted regarding a
faux pas he had made in
confusing a GC for a piad.
That got me thinking about
that fat funny looking finch
again, so | dig some
research on GCs to assure
myself that he was in fact
GC. In my mind, being GC
wasn't that much better
than being pied, since a
small proportion of GC chicks are bomn
with a genetic defect resulling in blind-
ness and usually the eventual death of
the bird, So 1 just tried o stop hinking
about him - but{ couldn't.

The next day, unable fo resist the
templation any longer, | rang up Jamison
Stewart, the owner of Stewart's Hird
Farm, and asked that he put that gargan-
tuan Zebra Finch aside for me. Upon
returning to the bird farm., 1 100K one iook
at that miniature winged sheep dog and
thought, " must be insane to bring this
bird home. He's too fal. He cannot even
fiy. His body lype is no good. He cannot
agven stand up off of the perch, He pants

Lodifers Nore:
sampred wpy i Cheisiine § esvns sends in the comail she
st ademg swith i - “Look af that remp! TYYY!T

when he bresthes. He's definitely GC,
and | don't even breed GC." But then | got
to talking fo Jamison about this colossat
Zebra again, and finally he said o me,
“Look Christine, nobody's EVER going o
buy this bird, You are the only gne that
has even loocked at fum. I you promise 1o
give him a good home, you can just have
him, He doesn't appear to have any
tumors, he's just fat. Perhaps you can
shm him down some. s probably his
only chance.”

Homer from the rear.

Porlaps diis phoio could besi he

Mot Courtesy © Chedstine ACY Rumar

Arnd so 1 brought home that fat, so-
ugly-he's-cute zebra cockbird and put
him in the quarantine cage with the birds
just purchased previously. | posted pho-
tos of hirm on the web, confirming he was
a GC BF. Someone suggasted he looked
& lot hike the cartoon characler, Homer
Simpson. And he didl Now Momer not
orly had g home but he also had a name.
Things were looking up.

i pulled Homer's entire tail since all
the feathers were snapped off. Being that
he's & 00 closed banded bird, 1 assumed
he had been a breeder in his past life.
and his fail was abused from the nest
hox, | was hoping a2 rudder would help
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him fly better. After a bit over a month in
the quaranbine cage, his il had grown
completely back. it was lime 10 move
Homer {o more spacious accommoda-
tions. He fell even fatter in my hand. Sure
enough, | put him on the gram scale only
o discover that he had gained three
grams! Oh No - how coutld this be? What
kind of birdkeeper am 1?7 e was gelling
even fatter on my waichi So | made the

Homer and Normal Grey Zebra
Photer Cotrtesy A Christine ACY Kumar

decision to put him in the four foot flight
cage immediately.

This sounds like a simple encugh
task, however, the Zebras in that flight
are 14-18 grams of lean muscle and light-
ening quick reflexes. Morner was pushing
26 grams of flab and fat. He could barely
fiy, wheezed while resting his immense
belly on the perch; his rump was iwice as
wide as a normal Zebra’s, and he was
pretly much afraid of his own shadow.
However, | knew that if he continued to
gain weight at the rate of three
grams/month, he wasnt going to hve
much longer. So into the flight cage he
went with an unceremonious kerphunk.

The first five minules were a iotal
fiasco. The younger, leaner, sleeker, jet-
fighter, agile-bodied zebras attacked
mstantaneously, dive bombing him,
growiing ferociously at him on the way in
and taking the prize of & beak full of
feathers on the way out. They terrorized
him mercilessiy, beaking Bim and crowing
right in his face as well as {rying to mount
him, How humiialing for poor Homer. At
first he iried to escape, Homer's dispro-

portionately small wings thwacking fike
the blades of a whirlygig in a hurncane
force wind. He also gof about a8 much
aliifude and distance as a whirlygig. {00,
which is to say that he went absolutely
nowhere - all show and no go.

As soon as his wings ceased pump-
ing uselessly, immediately the Zebra min-
ions were back on hirn again, like a pack
of ravenous rabid hyenas, continuing
their taunts and jeers and further denud-
ing his flesh of its feathers. Within
moments, poor Homer was cowered in
the corner, panting, beak wide opan, pie
eyed in terror, crumpled inlo a heap of
motted feathers and compietely unable
{0 protect himself while the smaller
Zebras swarmed on him like a column of
African flesh eating ants - tormenting him
relentiessly, taking their pound of flesh,
He became delirious from exhaustion
and probably a lack of oxygen fo his
brain,

A tattered heap in the hotiom of the
flight, raspy breathing, growling and
beaking out at any bird who came near
hirn, § just couldn't leave Homer there Hke
that. 1 was truly frightened that they'd
badger hirm to death. So | reached info
the flight, shooed the other Zebs away
frorn him and easily scooped up the shiv-
efng, cowering, hyperventitating feather
duster 1 had come to call Homer |
returned him (o his two foot breeder
cage. In five minutes, after he got his
breath back, the trauma was over {how
quickly finches get on with their Hves),
and he had his wide body plopped right
hack down in the seed dish, happily
shucking millet for all he was worth, | just
sighed and thought {0 myself that getting
Homer in belter shape was going o be &
major project.

With each new day | retumed
Homer o the four foot flight cage, his
stays increasng in duration with each
fresh attempt at infroducing him into the
larger Hight. Despite the antagonism on
the part of the other Zebras, | persisied
because | knew the only way to tim
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Homer down was 1o gel him airborme
again. With time, they seemed fo resent
him less and less, or at least they slowly
began o lose their fervor in harassing
him. That is not to say that they didn't stilt
chase him ‘filt he was blue in the gums,
because they dig! They just slopped
pulling as many feathers. probably
because he didn't have too many left fo
give any longer.

Then, a curious thing happened,
Homer befriended a penguin male in the
fight cage. Or
should | say,
Tribbles be-
friended Homer.
Tribbles  both-
ered Homer
endlessly, not
picking on him
ke the rest of
the Zebs, bul
rather wanting
{0 be right there
by Homer's

A first, Homer was not sure of what
to make of this one bird who showed so
much affection and dedication while all
the others were kamikaze dive bombing
him. 'm sure Homer didnt trust Tribbles
at all gt first, especially when it came to
preening. Mowever in a few day's time,
Homer finally relented and accepted
Tribbles as his friend and body guard {1
mean, there was plenty of Homer that
needed protecting). The two bonded very
strongly to one another becoming fast
huddies. By the end of the week, Homer
had found his
final home, stay-
mg permanenily
in the fowr fool
flight cage. With
solidarity
hetween Homer
ang Tribbles real-
ized, s0 too did
the giher zebras
want o be
Homer's  com-
panion father

side, preening than to ridicule
him and being him. The political
s friend. i batde was won!
Hlomer_ ate, so Honer takes a break... And Homer was
did Tribbles. H Phestor Comtose < Christine 46T Kumar suddenty an
Homer fiew teafer {eangrtesy WIS CE EEEITRE instant Zabra

across the flight

like a helicopter - wacka wacka wacka -
then Tribbles silenily shadowed after him
tike g Stealth fighter. i Homer started to
preen s own feathers, Tribble's beak
appeared suddenly, doing the preening
for him. Afterncon nap time found
Tribbles snuggling right up with Homer at
the PRIMO perching spot. And when
Homer was pushed fo the iimits of his
endurance in warding off attacks by the
other unruly zebras and once agan ook
his defensive huddle in the flight comer,
there was Tribbles chasing off those
rogue zebras, losing his own flank feath-
ers. growling in aggression and squealing
when anather zeb got a hold of his wing,
Tribbles fought like a true hero to help
and defend Homert

Finch celebrity.

i a month's tirme, | look Homer out
to weigh him, and he WAS losing weight,
FINALLY. He had grown back most of the
feathers that where torn from his flesh,
He was also starting to fly better and was
able 1o make a landing without falliing off
his perch. Now that Homer was in better
shape, despile his poor fiying skills, he
became the undispuled heavyweight
champion of that flight. Makes no mistake
about it. The other Zebs in there are
much smaller and much faster than he s,
no doubt, but Homer knows how {o throw
his weight around and dominale when #
is required. Homer really has a very Kind
benevolerd nature and seldom needs O
assert his supernor postion in an aygres-
sive manner. Usually one belly bop will
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suffice to set the
wrongdoer
straight. 've never
seen him  beak
another Zebra
aver, no less fear
out feathers,
Whereas all the
Zebs in that Hight

were  axiremely
aggressive  and
three quarters

picked prior o
introducing
Homer, now Hs a
more harmonious
Hight cage with all
the inhabitants
being fully feath-
ered, {aking their
aggression out on manimate objecls
rather than each other. MHomer doesnt
tolerate bickering.

H oyou couid see him as he runs
aslong the cage botlom, you'd almost
surely visualize a miniature shaggy
sheepdog. | know | sirmost expect him o
bark or see his tongue hanging ou of his
beak wel with saliva as he bounds along.
i suppose it's his buff feathers, combined
with fus lack of aggressiveness unless
pushed to his absolute limits, that makes
me think of him more as a small winged
puppy dog rather than the Zebra Finch
that he is.

Spring has amived, and Homer's
totally adjusted to living in his flight cage
now and stifl has his best friend Tribbles
parpetually by his side. After a few

Homer, Tribbles and the “Minions™ '
Plrerter Conprteny © Christine A0Y Ko

months with more space to flap his
wings, Homer has thinned down five
grams and s actually two grams lighter
than his original pre-quarantine flight
cage weight. 'm not sure how much thin-
ner he will ever get. | laugh and say that
Homer just has really big bones and real-
by buft feathers. He will never be svelte or
have a gorgecus rump, but he does have
a certain charm and charsma o him that
appeals not only to me but to others as
well. Since bringing him home, 've come
to treasure Homer, the Zebra Finch with a
weight management problem who was
named after a befuddied cartoon charac-
ter. Homer pigeons are famous the world
over for their uncanny abilily to navigate,
and s0, o, Homer found his destination
- Homey, the cartoonish Zebra Finch, who
tit a home run streight into my heart,
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The Swee Waxbill

{Coccopygia melanotis)

by lan Hinze
“* Ali Rights Reserved **

Coccopygia melanotis

Fringiffa mefanctis Termminck. 1823, &1
Cof fivr. 37 pk 221, fig. 1.

3 subspecies: €. a1 mefanofls - genens
name adapted from Loxia astiid and
from the Greek melas black: -offs. eared.
C. m. kitimensis - After Kilima Niaro. an
alternative spetling of Mount Kilimanijaro,
Tanganyika {Tanzania), the highest peak
in Africa.

E. m. bocagei - After Jose Vicente
Barboza du Bocage {1823-1907).
Portuguese  ornithologist.  father of
Angolan  omithology.  and  author
{Ornithologie d' Angola, 1881)

DESCRIPTION

Length 9.5 cm {3 #im). C. m. melan-
otis has the forehead. crown, nape and
hind neck dull shate gray. The mantle.
upper back and lesser and median wing
coverts arg light yellowish olive-green.
with fainl darker cross-barring {visible
only at close range}. The grealer coverts,
inner secondaries and the outer fringes of
the cuter secondaries and primaries are
olive-green. usually with some slight
wash of dul red on the greater coveris
and inner secondaries. The rest of the
wing quilis are blackish brown. The under
wing coveris are buff. The lower back.
rump and upper taill covers are orange-
red 1o bright red. fading to pale orange in
worn plumage. The central tall feathers
are black and the outer ones are dult
drab. The tace. throat and ear coverts are

black. bordered with white on the lower
throat and the sides of the neck. The
breast is pale gray o buffish gray. dark-
ening o grayish olive on the flanks. The
cander of the belly, ventral area and under
tait coverts are buffish fawn. The indes
are bright red. The bill has the upper
mandible black and the lower mandible
red with a pinkish area at the base. The
tags and fee! are black or brownish black,
The fermale has an entirely gray face.
which is a little paler than the top of her
head. and her throat is whilish. Her belly
is also paler than that of the male. The
juvenile is like the female but with much
duller upperparts and without cross-bar-
ring. The rump and upper lai coverts are
pale. brownish-orange and the bilf is
blackish.

C. m. bocaged is withaut any reddish
wash on the wings and the clive-green
upperparis are less yellowish in tone and
have maore pronounced fine, dark cross-
barring. Similar cross-barring 8 also
apparent. though less pronounced. on
the head and breast. Its breast is more
bluish gray and its belly is deep yaliow or
greenish yellow. becoming paler around
the ventral area and yellowish buff on the
under tai coverts. It has pale yellowish
buff under wing coverts and the rump and
upper tail coverts are of a darker red, fad-
ing 1o orange in warn plumage. The irides
are red. reddish brown or brown, The
famate. as in melfanolis, lacks the black
mask and has a gray tace. She is also
pater below.

C. m. kilimensis is very similar to the
tast African Swee C g, guartinia in that
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the male has no black mask but a gray
head fike the female. Iis belly is deep yel-
lowish buff, frequently washed with
orange and shading to buff on the under
tall covaris. The female is simiar to the
male but is normally paler undemeath
and has no orange on her belly. The juve-
nile is like the femaie but without any
cross-baring it has a brownish orange
rump and & blackish bdl,

FIELD GiIDE

it iz a tiny bird with a gray head.
greenish back. buff helly, reddish or
orange rump. and a black tall. The black
mask of melanotis and bocagei are very
distinctive,

VOICE

The contact calt s & gentle-sound-
ing. weak see-see¢ Or swee swee but. at
higher intensities, this changes lo an
explosive fswee' The song is a single
penetrating teeeed or fuuuues! and there
s asharp teerrr alarm note. The begging
call of fledglings s a ‘'wheezy and not
unmsical. . ss-s5-s88¢’. which is some-
what foud for the size of the bird. Maclean
{1993} gives a sonogram of the song.

DISTRIBUTION

C. m. kifinensis: highlands of south-
east Sudan (Didinga and Dongotona
Mountains} to highlands of eastern Zaire,
Uganda. Kenya. Burundi. Rwanda and
Tanzania to esaslern Zambia. northern
Malawi (south o Nyika plateau) and
northern Mozambigue,

. m. bocagei Pungo Andongo
south to Mossamedes districh western
Angola.

C. m. melanctis; Matopos and
south-eastern  Zimbabwe {(Zimbabwe
Ruims} the Lebombo Range in
Mozambique. Swazidand, Lesotho and
the South African provinces of KwaZulu-
Natal eastern Free State {Van Reenen).

southern Eastern Cape fo Transksi,
southarmn Western Cape and the North-
West. There are also isolated populations
in  northern  Namibia, Angola and
Zimbabwe,

STATUS
Common of locally cormmon.
INTRODUCED DISTRIBUTION

introduced unsuccessfully to St
Helena. C. m. melanois was released on
the island around 1929 by H. Bruins-Lich,
an agricultural officer. bul failed lo
becoms established.

HABITAT, GENERAIL BEHAVICR
AND FEEDING

it frequents the edges of evergreen
forast. exotic plantations. gardens. bushy
hillsides, farmyards and thick streamside
bush. Usually it is found in pairs during
the breeding season. otherwise in small
groups. 1t is fairly cuiet and easily over-
looked, but often tame and confiding.
When feeding i Decomes conspicuous
as # spends a great deal of time foraging
off standing grass tops and also search-
es for fallen seeds on the ground. espe-
cially in fallow lands near dense cover, |
feeds on the seeds of Compositae (thistle
and daisy family), Guinea grass, Natal
radiop and Blue finger grass. it aiso takes
HISECHS,

COURTSHIP DiSPLAY

Believed similar to other Esfrilda
species. information poor,

NESTING

it buiids an oval nest complete with
a side enfrance out of dried grass and
nes # with grass inflorescences which
project through the entrance tube. The
nest is situated up fo about 2 m above
ground in the fork of a tree. bush or
creeper. Or in more conspicuous loca-
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tons. such as a pergola. in the gardensg
around houses. Eggs usually number 4-5
and are incubated by both birds alter-
natety for 12-13 days. The young are fed
by both parents and fledge at 19-22 days.
independence is achieved 14-15 days
later.

In South Africa it breeds in
November to January i the Eastern
Cape. November fo Aprit in KwaZulu-
Natal and November to December in the
Northern Province.

CAPTIVE OHBSERVATIONS

{tis extremely rare in aviculture and
breedings are virtually non-existent. The
first UK-recorded breeding was by Miss
Elste Robinson. of Cambertey. Surrey. in
1934. The nest is believed 1o have been
built around 5172 feet from the ground &l
the side of an old tree stump overgrown
with hops. For exira protection Miss
Robinson placed pieces of heather {a
piece at a time} at the back of the nest
whilst one of the birgs was sitting. It is
amongst the most peacefut of alt waxbills,
event becoming quile friendly towards
people and, occasionailly, takes food from
the hand. Temperatures must not be
allowed to fall below 17-18°C (63-65°FL
in South Africa the seeds of Natal rediop.
Guinea grass. Blue panic. hay. Golden
setaria. Dropseed grass and Blue finger
grass are parlicular favourites of caplive
birds, Breeders in that country aiso pro-
vide the following Hvefood: moths.
aphids. fishmoths (Thysanwra). Thrips-
nyrmphs (Thysanoptera). mealworms and
termites. Livefood is considered essential
for this species, espedially dunng the
breading season.

Koepff {1984) reporis the bird's nest
is constructed out of grasses and coconut
finers and padded with feathers or cotion
wool {t is usually situated in bushes or
climbing vines. During incubation the
slightest inspection of the nest is jikely fo
cause #s abandonment. no matter how

friendly towards people the birds were
previousty.

The nestlings have long. hkght-col-
ored downy feathers and for their survival
must be supplied with ample amounts of
small soff-bodied creatures. such as
aphids. ant pupae. whiteworm and fruit-
fly larvae. Once independent. the young-
sters should be moved {o new accommo-
dation otherwise they will continue o
roost in the nest and interfere with the
next round.

Considering the species’ rarity and the
difficulties encountered it is best left o
only the most expearienced keepers,

OTHER NAMES

{Black-faced races only} Black-faced
Swee. Dufresne’s Waxbill.

REFERENCES
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London,
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Top: Swee Waxbills on nest of straw encased in wire.
Bottom: Cioseup of Swee nest built in an artificial
Christmas tree in the aviary.

Photos Cowrtesy CNFSY moember Candice Cranmere and taken i e eviarios.
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East African Swee Waxbill

{Coccopygia quartinia)

by lan Hinze
** All Rights Reserved **

Cstrifda quartinia Bonaparie.
1851, Consp. gen. avium,

2 subspecies: C. gq. guarlinia -
generic name adapted from Loxia astild:
and fram the Latin guarus. the fourih,
this was the fourth species of waxbill
described by Bonaparte.

C. g. stuartirwini - after M. P. Stuart
{rwin {fl. 1960). keeper of vertebrate zool-
ogy, National Museumn. Bulawayo.

PESCRIPTION

Length 9.5 om {3 3/4 in}. The sexes
are atke. C. q. guartinia is similar to the
female Swee Waxbill . m. melanotis.
having the head and breas! gray {the
throat is whitish in the Swee}. The back is
goiden ofive. the rump is red and the tail
is Black. The rest of the underparis are
Hght orange {pale buffish gray or pale
buffish fawn in the female £ m. mefan-

ofis: pale yellow in female £ m. bocagei

and fernale £. m. kilimensis). The juvenile
is similar to the adult, but the bill is alt
black and there is less red on the rump.

FIELD GUILE

Tiny bird with a gray head. greenish
back. yelfowish belly. red rump and 2
biack tail.

DISTRIBUTION
C. g gquartiniz: Ethiopia south fo

Kenya {where widespread in the west
and central hightands, with smatfler popu-

fations on M. Kulal, ML Nyiru. the
Ndotos. Mathews Range, ML Marsabit
and the Nguruman. Chyulu and Taila
Hilts). northern Tanzanda {from Loliondo
and the Crater Highlands south io ML
Harang; also in Arusha NP, on ML Mery,
Killmanjaro, and in the Pare and
Usambara Mountains) {0 southern and
eastern Zambia.

cC q Southern
Mozambigue.

stuartirwini.

STATUS

Locally common.
VOICE

The song is a variable jumble of
noles, fee-lee-fee-tuuuech.  teeku-
leehleeeke-hleekee. or isee-{see-isee-
fsueeecee. The call-nole is 3 weak sree
or swee-swee and there is a sharp feser-
rr alarm note.

HABITAT, FEEDING AND
GENERAL HABITS

it is found af 750-3000m frequent-
ing bracken-brier and other dense mon-
tane vegelation, edges of highland ever-
green forest and regenerating exolic pine
plantations. rank herbage along forest
margins and streams and in grassy areas
in wooded and forest couniry. grassy
clearings. faliow fields and gardens.
has similar habils to the Swee Waxbill
and is usually observed in pairs or smal
groups of up to twelve birds. and often
with other estriidines. Ht forages on the
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ground or from standing grass tops in
open patches of forest, and when dis-
turbed Hies twittering into nearby bushes.
bt soon returns to feed. iis food consists
of seeds and insects. it is fame and
rather conspicuous,

COURTSHIP DISPLAY

The courtship display is believed to
be simitar to other Esirilda species. espe-
cially the Swee Waxbil. Information is
pOoT.

NESTING

The nest is a bal built out of dry
course grass. with a side entrance, and
Hred with fine grass infiorescences and
some feathers. it is situated in the leafy
branch of a tree. 2-5 m above ground.
and constructed in 7-10 days by both
sexes, £Eggs number 4-6 and are incubat-
ed by both sexss for 12-14 days.
Fledging takes place after 14-16 days
and the young are fed throughout by both
parents.

Birds breed December to January in
Zimbabwe and December to April in
Muozambique.

CAPTIVE OBSERVATIONS

Spasmodically available. it is a won-
derfully active and captivating bird too
often proving delicate and shorl-ived.
information, as for the Dwee Waxbill €.
mefanolis, 15 scant. In accomplished
hards, it has proved io be no less hardy
than other Estrildda species providing the
temperature is kept above 18°C, (85% ).
Those birds that have thrived in captivity
were provided with mixed millels, canary
seed. sosked seed. grated greenfood
and plenty of home-cullured insects,
such as small waxworms and fruitfies
and their larvae. Wild. indigenous seeds
should be considered essential. such as
annuat meadow-grass, rough meadow-
grass, chickweed and dandelion, efc.

Dried grass. feathers and cofton
wool have proved 10 be useful nesting
malerials and finch-type nest-boxes and
wicker baskets may be utilised. The most
bizarre nest to date must surely be that
wiich was construcied i the cup of a
bra. which was hanging on a lne in a
free-flying birdroomfdrying room. The
birds in question, belonging to a Mr. Chris
Glanfield, from Kent, were already adult
when purchased and weni on o live for a
further seven years (pers. com ! Thisis a
remarkable achievement considering the
difficulties keepers have had with the
species over many years and. indeed
are still having.

This species should only be kept by
the most experienced aviculurists,

OTHER NAME

Ye#ow-halied Waxbill.

REFERENCES
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South Hills, South Africa.
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1993. Finches and sparrows. Christopher
Helm, London,

Goodwln, D. 1982, Estrildid finches of
the world. Brit. Mus, (Nat. Hist.), London.

Maclean, G. L. 1993, Roberls” birds of
southern Africa - sixth edifion. New
Holland. London,

Williams, J. G. & Arlott, N. 19380, Birds
of East Africa. Collins. London.

Zimmerman, D. A, Turner, D. A. &
Pearson, D. J. 1996. Birds of Kenya and
northern Tanzania. Christopher Helm,
London.
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" The Black-Hooded Nun

aka Chestnut Munia, Black-Headed Nun,
Biack Headed Munia/Mannikin
{(Lonchura atricapilia)

A Cage-Breeding Experience...

By Martie Lauster
** Al Rights Reserved **

i seems that at every bird mart and
in rany pet stores. there are cages full of
Black-hooded Nuns. Often they are dull,
seruffy-looking birds as they are well-
traveled and crowded in small spaces.
Needless to say. they are very commonly
found in large numbers and are very
inexpensive fo purchase - costing on
average about $20.00 apiece. Although
native to Asia. they are often imporied fo
the U.5. mainland from Puerto Rico
where they are an introduced species in
the wild. While | am not aware that any
are imported from there. | have observed
many flocks of them in Hawaii. where
they are commonly found on lawns and in
other open grassy areas. This was quite
a thrilt for me. | can tell you.

Their wide availability. low price, and
often unattractive condition at the bird
maris doesnt offer much to recommend
thern as breeding projects - but bring
some home and a whole new story
unfoldst With g little TLC and adequate
accommodations,  these birds are
absolutely gorgeous. In the few years |
have had thern. | have found that outside
of the moll. which they complele fairly
quickly. they are steek. shiny and fairly
glow with rich, deep color. They also pro-
vide a bit of 2 unique breeding challenge
as few breeders work with them and
there is litle information available on their
breeding requirements.

The Black-hooded Nun is a shiny.
deep black over the entire head and neck
- very much ke 8 "hood” as one of is
common names suggests. The beakisa
tight steel with hints of pale blue. Insharp
contrast to the "hood” the entire body of
the bird i a very rich chestnut color
becoming more rich with a rufous red as
the eye progresses through the rump and
tail. where there is often a hint of deep
reddishtgotd. The wings are somewhat
darker in color. Legs and feel are simitar
in color to the beak - but a bit darker and
more of a gray shade. They are fairly
smalf birds and may be somewhat mini-
mized in this day and age when so many
are breeding for large. robust specimens
in other specigs. These are not your
show Zebra typel They are “wimpy” in
comparison. but efggant. sleek and beau-
tful in their own right,

Fledghngs are a very attractive cin-
narmon color - darker on the back and
wings - and almost a deep gold color on
the underparts. | admit that # is possible
they might actually be considered by
some {o he very plain in appearance. but
Ffound them attractive as they were so
welcomnet The darker cinnamon oofor
over the head. neck and upper breast
marks where the glossy black is to follow
when the young molt to adulf plumage in
a few short months from hatching.
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As with many other Lonchuras. the
BH Nun is prone to long nails. which grow
vary guickly. and this must be regularly
attended to. They can sport long. curling
nails in what seems no time at alll

While { have had some smail suc-
cess in breeding these birds. ldo not
consider myseff to be an "expert” in any
sense of the word and still have a very
long way to go. | will however. relate my
own experiences o date with them here
in the hope that others may look at all
those crowded cages of BH Nuns with
new eyes. fo possibly save others the
tirne | spent discovering some of the
things | did - and maybe to offer ideas for
those few of you who may also be work-
ing on breeding them. | would love to
hear from anyone who is working with
these birds to compare notes and share
experiences,

Al my birds receive pretty much the
same digt and the Nuns are no excep-
tion. {feed a good quality finch mix. soak
seed. and an “everything but the kitchen
3ink” egg food. The finch mix is Clifford's
Finch Booster. My soaked seed is
soaked for 24 hours and consists of a 50-
50 midure of Herrmann Brothers” EM.
Special Soak Seed and Clifford's Soak
Seed and Grain.  Because | am cage
breeding. | iry o keep everything as uni-
form and consistent as possible in order
to minimize afl the work involved.
Standard cage setup also includes a min-
eral mix. charcoal {taken by Gouldians.
but not too many others) and cuttlebone.
Youngsters also receive millet sprays ang
occasionally | will offer this treat lo the
others. This diet has worked for me over
a broad range of species. | find that some
birds eat more of ane thing than another
depending on their species and whether
they are molting or feeding young. and |
adjust guantities where needed. The egg
food truly consists of a huge varely of
items and there seems lo be something
for everyone as all my birds enjoy i |
contains hard-boiled eggs with shells. of
course. riced carrols. dried greens -
which “reconstitute” in the moisture of the

mix - insect food. dry egg food. Soya
Musca. bee pollen. and a variety of other
things like miscellanecus vegetables.
vitamins, efc. | make a large guantily
ahead of time and freeze ¢ in bags which
each contain enough for one day's bird
room reguirements. | have also been
recently sprouting paddy rice for the
Lonchura species | keep. This is particu-
{arly refished by my Societies.

Of the food ilems available to them.
the Nuns here have 2 definite ranking of
favorites, Number one is the soaked
seed. The egg food is a ciose second
and the dry seed mix is taken least of the
three. Soaked seed and egg food are
taken in fairly equal quantities when feed-
ing young. While they do eat it they do
nat seem as enamored with paddy rice
as my Societies are.

{ am not so forlunate as to have
aviaries - and cage-breed all my birds, |
collected a smali group of six a few years
ago and put them in a wire cage 24" deep
x 36" jong x 207 high, They had two nests
instaiied in the upper back comers of this
cage with some cover provided and had
a wonderful time flying around. eating.
and interacting with each other. This
was. for sure. 3 celbate group as | saw
absolutely no interest in the nests and no
attempts at breeding - just a bunch of
community and good living. As time
passed. thelr condition improved and
they became truly gorgeous birds.

BH Nuns are sexually monomorphic
50 | had no idea of what mix of males and
femates | had - and only hoped there
were some of both. | did know that a cou-
ple of them were males as | observed
them singing - but their song is soft - they
do not sing often when | am around - and
I have found it dificult to catch them at i,
Some Leonchura breeders say thal sexing
can be accomplished by observing the
size of the bheaks when viewed from
above and below. elc. - but | have never
been successful with these methods.
The differences are very sfight - and |
may nol have good encugh observation-
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al skills - or maybe not enough experi-
ence to do this successtully, so for me -
this is nol a reliable means of sexing
thern. His fortunate thal thay are relative-
ly inexpensive and plentiful, allowing one
to purchase a number of them o find 2
good mix.

Afler about a year(!). | came {0 the
conclusion that these birds were not
going to breed in their current setup and
began to think of how | might befier
accommodate them to encourage breed-
ing. As is the case in many of our bird
rooms, there is always a lot going on and
{just allowed them to stay in this selup
for longer than | might have i | were reak
ly concentrating on them. This, while not
planned, {think was a good thing as |
was reailly sure that the setup they were
in was not conducive o stimulaling
breeding. 1just enjoyed them
during this time and came io
truly appreciale their classy
good looks and peaceful inter-
actions.

i began {0 think about how
b might better understand what
they needed and how | might
provide them with it. | knew i
might have more success in
aviaries, but was unable o
accommodate them in this way.
} thought about my observations
of them in Hawall, where | so
often saw them in groups feed-
ing on the ground. They
seemed o spend a lot of time
there and when disturbed would
fly high up to the trees for safely
- to return to the ground again
once the disturbance was
removed. | observed them feed-
ing on lawns of areas of shorer
grass wherg they were very
exposed. This is not {o say they
might not feed in other areas
where | couldr't see them - bul
was a bl remarkable that so
many were found in the open.
When disturbed, they did not
choose 1o refreal to low bushes

as some others - but went high up in the
rees - seeming {o disappear. | wonderad
i height was the reason that aviaries are
more succesful and if | could somehow
provide this kind of environment in a
FIHCTO form.

With all this in mind and having seen
for myself in Hawaii that they feed on the
ground - using high places for safety - !
sel up a new cage which ! hoped would
beller accornmodate their instinets.

i purchased ong of the commonly
available and inexpensive white wire
cages - 187 deep x 307 wide x 36" high.
in order 1o help the birds feel more
secure, | wrapped three sides of the cage
with a white sheet pinned 1o the cage with
binder clips {a necessary e used for afl
kinds of things in my bird room). The

Breeding Cage Setup
Noext boves wndorneath ivy spravs. This iy the seeond

setip whore e veny short thae, o sew puie bas
eperped amd iy cuvrentiy fuving eees

Phroter Conrtexy s Mathow Lanndor
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sheet extends a few inches across the
front of the cage on each side as well. An
18" full-spectrum light fixture was placed
on top of the cage as had also been on
the previous one. {1 use the very inexpen-
sive under-cabinet fixtures available at
Wal-Mart - changing the tube out for a full
spectrum one and removing the frosted
cover so the light is not diffused in any
way.)

finstalied two plastic nest boxes fac-
ing toward each other at the upper back
comers and provided cover with silk vy
sprays, which work very well for this pur-
pose. The “"stem” of the spray can be
iarnmed  through

Rather than flying hystericaliy all over at
feeding/cleaning times, they gquickiy
learned that the upper part of the cage
was safe. On occasion, as | approached,
one or more of them would slip inlo & nest
hox or into the “tent” on top of the box
made by the ivy spray draped from
above. Soon they just quietly flew up and
waited for me to finish my intrusion - fiy-
ing back down as | moved away from the
cage o find what {had left for them,
They became quite used 1o me - put were
easily disturbed by other people of
unusual events in the bird room.

As the

the wire at the fop
of the cage and the
wy strands can be
arranged over the
bhox. Perches were
placed diagonally
from sides fo back
in front of each
nest box and a
coupie  of vy
strands were
draped over these
{o enhance the
secure feeling |
was frying to con-
vey. Al food and
water was on the
floor of the cage.

and “Gree
FPlierter {onriesy

it was my

hope that | had provided them with a
micro-gnvironment that would belter
address thelr needs. The cage has
access doors both near the top and at the
hottorn. | used only the bottom doors o
feed and change papers - ieaving the
birds the upper portion as a “safe zone”
as | had observed slevation {o be in the
witd. Much of the cage was covered to
make i feel more secure for the birds and
the upper portion where the nests were
was made even more so by the ivy
sprays.

The arrangement was & huge
improvement from the previous one.

s Afitew Loanster

weeks passed and
the birds became
used 0 their new
“digs”, t began lo
note that two of
thern seemed fo
be bonded. They
are not 85 obvious
as some of the
waxbill species are
and | did not
observe much if
any allo-preening,
but noted they
were often found
fogether. Each
bird was banded
with a different col-
ored plasiic band
50 | could tel them
apart. "Red” and "Green” seemed 10 be
pecoming an Hem!

th latest

As more weeks passed, | noliced &
few pieces of nesting maleral on the
cage floor and once or twice one or two
birds would be "missing”. By stepping
back a hit and observing through the vy,
{ could see them extending their necks
out of the nestbox to see what was going
o, My observations were corect and
these were the same two birds that | had
suspacied were bonding.  As the days
passed, one or both birds would be
"raissing” at all limes - a very encourag-
ing development.
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{ have found in my own shor! exps-
rence that the Nuns | have here seem
not {6 prefer any particular nesting mate-
rial. They have used coconul fiber jute
fiber, dried grasses and Guike nesting
material - which is a2 combination of many
fibers - all with equal accepiance. | have
given them “pre-made” nests which they

“Green” (left in unflattering pose}
with just-fledged yvoung.
Phote Conrtesy Cathew Lanster

seem {o be satisfied with as they only
adjust thern slightly by smoothing the
floor and arranging a few strands of nest-
ing material over the top.

Through this time. the other four
birds also occupied the cage. [saw no
interference between the nesting pair and
the other four. There seemed to be no
fighting or territorial behavior - and the
four extra birds seemed 1o really under-
stand their places and respect the breed-
ing pair's space. [ have since learned.
however. {Thank you. Roylj that once g
pair is identified. it is best lo remove any
extra hirds - leaving the pair o do their
work alone,  Onee | removed the other
four birds. | found the nesting Nuns
attended to thelr nest much more diligent-
ty - and became more steady breeders -
tefling me that while there wasnt obvious

fighting - the other birds were a distrac-
tion,

lwon't bore you - of embarrass
myseif - with the details - but let it be suf-
ficient o say twas very exciled and
impatient - and lost a few clutches due to
my interference. | think i am not alone in
this and at least used
these experences o
learn what was not
going to be tolerated
by these birds. |
managed 1o save two
babies during this
time by handfeeding
them {o maturity.
What | did learn was
that my birds are {0}
erant of a very qguick
intrusion of fingers to
see if. indeed. eggs
are  being  laid
Howsver. once young
have hatched - ANY
intrusion  or distur-
hance would cause
them to abandon the
clutch. This included
visits by other peopie
- and once when
another bird became loose in the bird-
room. my travels with a net in my hand (at
which time | become to the entire bird
room a huge and present danger)
caused an abandonment. Knowing their
habits as i do from watching them for this
time. | now do few if any nest checks at
any time and can lell if eggs are being
laid - or if chicks have hatched - by
observing the behavior of the parents.
These are not hands-on birds!

As | progressed in my education, |
tried fostering eggs to Society Finches.
This works very well as the young are so
similar to the Societies’ own. | was able
{0 gain some “domesiic-bird-raised” Nunsg
in this way. This is not 2 long-term solu-
tion for me. however, as my goalis {o pro-
duce parent-raised birds - which | have
since achieved.
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As | mentioned previously. | recently
removed the other four birds - so - what
happenead to them? | set them up in an
identicatl cage and setup and in the same
way. a pair has emerged among what
had seemed 0 be a "celibate” group of
onlookers. | sure don't have enough
experience 10 know this to be a fact - but
as is the case with many Society Finch
groups. this is an indication o me that
white breeding will
GCCUT i1 groups. it s
possible that only a
dorminant pair will do
50. My group is much
too smalt to draw a
definitive conciusion -
hut is an indication
that | wilt continue to
test out,

S0 - here | am
today with several
“home-bred”  young
NF3S-banded Black-
Hooded Nuns. They
are all related. but |
am hoping the new
group will produce
young as wel - which
wilt give me unrelated
stock o work with. At
this writing, eggs are
faid: the new parents -
previously thought o
be “celibate oniook-
ers” - afe bshaving
very well by the stan-
dards observed from the first ones. and #
fooks possible that [will be able fo
achieve this.

.and the saga continues. | am very
interested in continuing work with 8H
Nuns. There afe 50 many guestions o
be answered! WIill the domestic-raised
birds breed in a more "normal” setup?
Will £ make a difference ¥ | combine
some of my home-raised birds with wild-
caughis? Will [find a “tried and true”
maethod for breeding domestically raised
pirds and be able 10 begin o develop

Fledgling Black Hooded Nun

Photer € onrtesy ©Muthew Lansior

knes of them that will reliably breed for
others? Questing for the answers and
challenging myself to find them, | know.
will provide many more years of pleasure,
discovery and enjoyment.

P and my Black-Hooded Nuns are
members of the NFFSS5 Finch and Softhil
Save program and | sincerely hope any
of you who may be interested in pursuing
the elusive prize of
successhully breeding
them wili join me!
Yes - they are cer-
tainly "common”. but
Hve with them for a
while - you will find.
as | have. that there
is actually little com-
mon  about  them.
They offer alf the
chatlenge and
intrigue of many of
the waxbill species. |
wilt be back in anoth-
er year of so o let
you af know of any
progress made with
them here. While
progress can be siow
- Fhope |have been
able to shoren it with
ideas for you abowt
approaching work
with  this  lovely
specie. In any case,
fda know you wont
help but enjoy the
unigue and fich beauty of a few Black
Hooded Nuns in your gwn bird rooms.

While this article is composed of my
own experiences, | offer the following ref-
grence as a strong recommendation fo
any of you interested in learning more
about Lonchura species.

Resta#i, R. 1997, Murnias and Mannikins,
Yale University Press. Connecticut.
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NFSS Affihated Clubs/Events

REGIONAL CLUBS |

... FLORIDA .

Suutheast Bird Fanciers 158 {215

Cenppied: Ciimny Ablen {334 T40-7168
grdallentseantilinknet
Mopti s Pt Sat, in Mar, Jon, Sep, and 2ad
Sagm Bec. ab the Atlanta Farmers Market
Hipsite:
Betpeimembers Aripod.comysehipisebi him

ALABAMA-

Central Alabama Avicaltural Seciety
{Adentpomers)
Lontgrt: Margie Lagier
{3343 5674073 margielanieriuyaboo.com
Meetings: 2nd Sun of ea. month, 2:30 pm
Prativille Library, Pratville, AL
Llub B3l caasshowizaot.com
Hihsite: www.caasociety.com
Show: Bird Show & Fair - Sept, 4-8, 2004
Giovernors House Hotel, Montgomery, AL

Show Congact: Margie Lanier {info ghove

Finch Society of San Diego Couaty

Contges: Sally Humtinglon (858) 4529423
sallychizsanrrcom
Mecinzs: 4th Sun of ea, month except Dec.
TR4Y Tommy Dr, La Mesa, CA
Club E-Mail: oredeergrannyigaol.com
Shene: Bied Show - Apr, 25, 2004
T84% Tomy D Lo Mesa, CA
Jdee: Sally Hantington
Shene Contuet: Cathy Metivier

{69 310414 oncdecrgrannyiaackcom

Aviary & Cage Bird Saciety of South
Florida ¢ Luwderdale)

Contaer Marcia David {9343 321-9229
rarbildizcomeast nat
Meetings: Zrd Sun of ca. month, 2 pm
Flamingo Gardens Gallery, Davie, FL
Heprife: www feathers.org
Lvenr Annual E£xpo - Aug. 21, 2004
Omni Aud., BOC Campus, Coconut Ureek
Erent foontael Jane fame

Janelanmeimenoom

Saacoast Avian Seciety (Pinellay Fusk)

Contert: Joe Ventimiglia (727) 392-9344
whoward Vg tampabay rr.oom
Mpetingy: Y5t Sun of ea. month, 2 pm
Ledsure World Mobike Home Park
Show: Bird Show - Aug. 7, 2064
535 &b Ave N. St Parersburg
Jdge: Miki Sparzak
focation: 535 4th Ave N, St Petersburgh
Eveng Bird Fair - Oct. 17, 2004
Location: D344 126th Ave N, Largo

Cottaet for both: Mari Howard

whoward 7 tampabay. recom

Georgia Cage Bird Society (dtlanra)
Comtuer: Pat Miller (7747 4259453
iandpmillerdmindspring.com
Meetings: 4th Sun of g3, month, 2:30 pm
Smyrna Community Center
Show: Bird Show - Nov. 6-7, 2004
i Miller Park - Marietta, GA

Essex-Keat Cage Bird Society
tOntario, CANADA)

Contect: Julianne Mion (519) 9486398
judianncimnsi oct
Show Anniaf Skow - Oct. 16, 2004
NESS REGIONAL SHOW - REGION R
Fogedar Furtan Hidine Complex
Judge: Coctl Gamby
Sy Conmpterst: Abred Mion

{519 YAE-639% oF julianncrrmpst et

Show Confact: Pal Miller {8ee above}

Hiini Bird Fanciers (Springficld)
Compuet: Patte Montgomery $2173 TR7-0399
Hiinibirdfanciersio yahowcom
Meetings: $ih Sun of ve, month, VaeLocations
Show F9th Anngal Al Bird Show & Fair

drne Sof, 2004 « HHinols State Fao-
groumds - Hhnois Bklg, - Spring{eld
Jfge Dennis fowis
S Sttt Patte Monigomery (Soec sbow)




J4 Jowrnal of the Nation

NFSS Affiliated Clubs/Events

TTowA_

Mid America Cage Bird Socicty
{ldey Meoines)

Contact: dohn Thielking (315) 2789159
Meetings: 4th Sun of ea. month, 2 pm
Bes Muines Dotanival Ot
G049 L River Peve, Des Momes
Evenys: Cage Bird Carabval - May 23, 2604
Festher Fair - Aug, 22, 2084
Contget for bods: fohe Thielking (See above)
Location for bath: Pres Moines Botanicat
Cir. {See above}
Sheses Anngal Bird Show - O, 2, 2004
Ramada inn, 5055 Merle Hay Rd. Johpston
Conget: Jobn Tnelking (Sec above)
Juwdpe: Laurs Bewley

Motor City Bird Breeders
etroits
ontact: Pol Pichars {58607 Jo6- 2957
dpickarz Ha.comeastnet
Meetings: 1sb weekend of cach manth o
Ciub members” homes.
S Bird Show & Fair - O 23, 20064
Halian Amertcan Culweral Center, Warren, M
Ceanaet: Par Piekare (See above)

Baltirnore Bird Fanciers, Inc.

Contgey: Barbara Shanron {41 356.5850
Meetinps: 3rd Sun. of each month - Towson
f.ibrary

Clah E-Mail: drhaypesesgioyahoo com
Evemp: Bird Mart - May 18, 2004

Show: Show - Oct, 16, 2004

NESS REGIONAL SHOW - REG | SOUTH
LucationJor both: Tall Cedars Hall, Packville
Lataorfor hodi: Dorothy Haynes

(4111} 250-9326 drhaynesesqiayahov.com

Greater Kansas Ciey Avicaltural
Society (Kunsus Ciny

Compger: Anthony Day {8163 356.9533
sterrvdayiiaot com
Mectiggs: 2nd San of e month, Trail West
Library - 11401 £ 23ed 81, - Independence
Lyents: Summer Bied Fair - June 19, 2084
Faft Bird Fair - Aug, 14, 2004
Cirangdwiew, M}
Shose: Bird Show - Oet. £6, 2004
Best Western, KO South,
ST Longview Road, Kansas City
Judge: De Al ecotean
Shens: & Evenr Conrger: Maria Michel
mombindsetomichelic ke rreom

Great Lakes Avicultural Society
t{rrand Rupids)
Lol Diana Hugo {616) R42-01463
pethugodr charternet
Meeines: 2nd Mon, of cach wwnth - UAW
Hall, 42049 Alpine, Grand Rapids
Bebsite: wwwangellire commidiglas
Lvonts GLAS Faire - Apr, 4, 2004
Contacr Soe Rosin wrosinerik oom
Shanye Show - Oct, 16, 2084
NFSE REGIHONAL SHOW - REGION 3
Jiedge: Paol WilHams
Lonfaerr DHang Hugo 46163 84240163
[ for o The Pelia Mex
2800 furner NW, (irand Rapids

Mo-Kan Cage Bird Club (Cofumus K5}

Jprirecds Dong Wilis (417) 358-7248
chwillis 7 frcox-interaet com
Lvents: Aaction - Jane 19, 2804 - Crawford
Oty Padrgrounds - Marvin Green
Bldg - Girard, KS
Bird Fairs - Aug. | & Oct. 10, 2064
Mol 7, Springlield MO,

Birds of a Fexther Aviculearal Society
tManchosiort
Lonfars Ray Schwade {603) 3201036
prismisdadieaoi com
Meetings: Ind Mo of cach manth
Vb Ot Manchester, NH

Hebsite:, www boaboom
Mgy Bivd Show Oct, 23, 2004

Cemer of M Radisson Hoted

TG Py st Monchester
Judpe Do Al Decotony
Mo Lompact: Ray Schwarts (5ee abovy)
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dgrfi Lcoptiontine net
Meggings: Sed Sun. of cach month
23418 249th S5t Astorks, NY
b EMail: AstoriaBirdClubfraok com
Shosy: Aanaal Shew Now. 6, 2004
NFSS REGIONAL SHOW - REG | NORTH
S4 dude School, Brookiyn

Jitdpes Dennis Fowis
Shose Confagy: Ivica Jolin Begonja

{TIR) 4238506 mostinagranbeom

NEW YORK TENNESSEE :
Astoria Bird Club (New York Cityy MiddEe Tennessee Cage Bird Club
Cragger: Bar Gaifim (718) 994-1014 iNashvilles

Cotaer Bisa Mellies 16157 BUG-0906
tma g comeast nel
Meegagy: Srd Sun. of cach month | pm
Bunelsor Seajor Ctr, FOR Donelson Park
Shonsbyent Bird Fair and Show -
Ot 123, 2004 - {ennessee
State Fairgrounds, Nashvilke
Jidge: Ceetl Gueby
Comiger: Wikma Crowlord 615-890-6906
e dercomeash net

New York Finch and Type Canary Club
{New York Cityi
Contuet: San Kualak 718) y67.6899
harstandivaashawk com
Meetings: 2nd Sun of cach month exeept
Jul & Apg. BOO pan
Averdl Bivd. Pk, Ebmont
Hobyife: www.newyorkfinch.com
Lvene: Feather Show - June 13, 2084
Averifl Bivd. Park Ebnot
Sy Annuat Show Ocot, 16, 2004
St Jude Chuorch, Brooklyn
Judge: Laura Tinker
Comtaot for both events: Stan Kulak

718 967-H899 barstandidaashawhocom

Seutheast TN Avicultaral Society
Niextip
Lontact: lanet Burrel {4231 47241306
jeb222Gravkcom
Meetings: 2nd Sun. of each month 2 pm
Niota Elementary School
Show STAS, Show & Fair Ove, 23,2604
2 Shows in One-Day Special Event
NFSS REGIGNAL SHOWIAM) - REGION 2
Niota Elementary Schood
Judges: Clarenve Cabael
Paul Wiliams
z?ﬂz'ﬂ‘ g 1;2}“;“"&.’
Theresa Bumette Ghurn@compixnet com
Marilyn Massey milmassitos.com
lanette Bureel ipbh22024easolcom

sreater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
Pt sbierg i)
Coanfusd Jem Felix (4123 462-0969
st e comeastnet

b E-Muils tjonnetiokatz pittedu
Shows Show Nev, 6, 2004 Holiday fnn

RE Park, Pittsharph

S Marthe Wigmore

Cotitisd Margie Jounet

(4121 TY5-1904  monnctie ket pittedu

Tenaessee Valiey Exotic Bird Club
R aovidle)
Contact: Terrt Bartow (8653 348. 1966
Meerings: 1st Tue. of cuch month - Church
of the Good Samaritan
£ub E-Mail bpgrassgehomaiboom
Lhub Bebsire: webeinkornetorg

T TTTEXAS

PUERTO RICO

Asociation De Crisdores de Finches Dol Este

Ceaiets Vicwr Condero 8937723

Abkamuo Exhibition Bird Clab fnc,
t5uin Antenio)
Cotaer: Nuathan Durbin (2003 43340840
takiesstic.net
Bibsite, www.acheorg
Lypngs: Faie - Sep. 25, 20484
Five Ouk £ivie Conter, Eive Oak, TX
st WE of San Antanfo on Pat Booker Bd




Sa Jorrnal of the Nationed Finch qnd Softhill Socicre

NESS Affiliated Clubs/Events

 WASHINGTON

Canary & Finch Society (Dovodenn)

Cerpget: Helen Jones (2811 3244100
Megrinps: 2nd Sun of cach month -
Pasadena Town Sguare Mall
Show: Bird Show - Sept, {7, 2064
fHodiday lon at JFK, 15222 John |
Kennedy Blvd., Houston, X
Jddpe: Jerri Wiesenfeld

Cascade Canary Breeders Assnciation
iheaitle)
Comact: Janet O Johnson (4257 226-BR0G
kathird37rani.com
Mecines: 3rd Sun. of cach month at 2 pm.
Kepplers Feed - 16442 SE
Remton-Issaquah Red - Renton

Fart Worth Bied Cleb (Forr Boreh;

Contaer larenve Cubagll {817 22035068
culwellSge Rash o
Meetings: 2nd Sun of coch month - Fort
Worth Dotanical Garden - Azalea Room
Lfub E-Mail oichugswhel net
Club Wobsite: www.iwhoorg
Show: Fort Worth Sist Annual Bird Show
- Sept. 25, 2004
NESS REGIONAL SHOW - REGION 4
rapevine Convention Ctr, 1209 S, Main
Judue: Paul Wiltiams
Conpget: ferry Cason (8175 237-5867
Jerrycasoninindspring. com

Badger Capary & Finch Cluh
fMiiwaekee)
Conterer: e Feldstein (2627 905.5367
Meetings: 3rd Sat, of cach month - No
mectings in Dec. or Jan,
Ll E-Medls devanorntmfran] com
Cluf Hebsite:
www hadgercanaryandfinchelub.org

Sk Annaal Bird Show & Fair -

Oct. 16, 2004 Ramada fsn Oshkosh

Judge: Martha Wigmore

Comtps: Fvon Var Orram

devanormendgranl.com

Peninsala Cage Bird Sacicty, ine.
{Hampton)
Comtager: Bes Rogers (7573 484-6004
Seetings: 3rd Sun. of each month at 2 pm
Club Bobail: dickivyaitwo-rivers.oom
Hehsite wwwovapeninsutacugedbivdelubong
Evenps: Bied Marts - Spring & Fall, 2004
Anaal Bied Clubs of Virginia Convention
Show: Bird Show - June 12,2084 {olun-
bian Crr, 12742 Nettles Dr Newport News
Jiele: MHki Sparzak
Contetd Chris Falrchdd (7573 3OR-18RE
rie pebrasoloz com

Wiseansin Cage Bird Club (Ositboshs
Comiaer: Dave Bluma {9207 428-4595
Bravidblumadeaobcom
Meetings: 3rd Sun. of each month,
Showe Yith Anmaab Bird Show - Jane 26, Hed
Ramadsa lnn, Oshkosh, W
Jughre: Dennis Lewis
Comrael: Berrie Rabnbow $9200 2318006
Lyent: Fall Bird Fair Aag. 29, 2004
Cidumbues Club, Oshkosh, Wi
Cotifges Jack Vater {9203 6883




2004 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

The basic affiliation fee is $25.00.

Club Name:;
Club City/St:

Contact Name:

Club affifiation entitles your organization 1o receive ali NFSS publications
and to exercise the privileges of the Society. These include. but are not limited o

« NFSS Journal- Our newly formaited bi-monihiy publication connects
you with other finch and softhilf enthusiasts around the world. |t
includes ariicles on breeding, housing, diet, management, products,
specific species, and experiences of other aviculturists.

s www NFSS org- Visit our ever-expanding website for the latest infor-
mation on NFSS activities, officers, affiliated clubs an thelr websites,
2064 affiliated shows and events, archives, adverlisements and
Avicuitural links.

+ Finchshop-~ Looking for an unusual gift? Finchshop is our depart-
ment store. Hems and order forms are availabie in the NF3S Jousnal
and on the websie - www.NFSS5.org

« Finch Save-- The goal of this restructured member participation
group is to establish and maintain all finch and sofbili species in
American aviculiure,

+ Consus--— The anvual NFSS Census can connect you with other
breeders for the purpose of exchanging breeding stock.

« Afffiliated Shows and Events-— are advertised in the NFSS Journal

and on the website.
« NFSS Panel Judges-—- are availabie for shows.
» Awards with the NEFSS Logo-~ (plaques and roseties) are available

at new reduced prices!

« Annyal Achievement Awards—- are presenied at the National Cage
Bird Show.

Once we receive your application and fee, we will list your organization
among the afffliated clubs in the NFSS Journat and on the NFSS website. Please
write, email or phone me for an Affillation Application and Awards Catalog!

Baria Dandre

Send your check for $25.00 NFSS5 Affiliations & Awards Manager
made payabile to NFSS to: PO Box 1231, Lisle, i 80532
Phone: 815-729-9789

E£-Mail: Dbirdranch@aol.com




2004 NFSS AWARDS ORDER FORM

You may request a color cata-
jog featuring our awards
being offered this year or use
the order form below.

Your show information must
be submitted as soon as pos-
sibie hut no later than twe
months before your show

Circie

i
YOU MUST BE AN AFFILIATED CLUB TO ORDER AWARDS
if you have not done so aiready, you may affiliate now................. $25.00

Plaques - Please make check
Best Finch or Softbil in Division . .. .. .. $25.00 payable to NFSS
204 Place Finch or Softbill in Division . .$25.00 and mail to:

3rd Place Finch or Softbil in Division . . .$25.00
Parla Dandre

BestFinchinShow ... ... ... ... ... $25.00
Best Seftb n Show . ........ ..., .. $25.00 Awards Manager
Make your own Award! ... .. .. ... ... $25.00 PO Box 1231

Lisle, Il 80532
815-729-9789
Dbirdranch@aot.com

Please, no express
mail or parcelst -

Engraving information:

Rosettes -
Basic Roseite Set {(1-10 + Best Unflighted . $25.00
Unflighte Rosette Add-on (2nd & 3rd Place$6.00

Novice Rosette .. ...................... $3.00 :
Youth Rosette . ... ... .. $3.00 Thanks!
Affilation Fee $___ + Awards Order $___ =FOTALS o
SHIP AWARDS TO: NAME: " - _

Ploasa fill out ADDRESS:

ALL tha m— - Commmm———
informationl G Y e 8T, LI
PHONE: e-maif

Clab Name -
ShowDate: oo UGgE - -
Show Location: e e e ot e e e e e e et e e s e e st
Address: City. St Zpl
Phone,__ e-mmail or web site: - - .
Show Manager oo s e st o s e
Phone: e-mail i
NFSS Club Delegate: |
Phone: emab_____ o

Pubiish this information In the Journal? YES NO




NFSS MEMBER and NON-MEMBER ORDER FORM

Split Plastic Band Choives: Rod, Dk Green. Lt Green. White. Pink. Black,
Purple. Yellow, Orange. Dk Blue, Lt Blue MENEVIEM ORDER $5.60

SPLIT PLASTIC BANDS - $1.50 PER STRING OF 19 BANDS

INDICATE QUANTITY BELOW AND COLOR
XF XCS XCL XB X3 SUBTOTAL

NFSS MEMBERS ONLY Closed traceable aluminum bands available
in only the NEFSS color of the vear. Aluminipi bands wre engraved with initialy
NFS. Size Code. Year. and Nuniber. There is no choice of number. Al aluminian
bands are recorded for permanent reference. Bands are ordeved in strings of
H0. saine size. New members may order before receiving their membership
ninher. Write “New ™ for an NFSS Member #. Orders are processed weekly
as received. Please. no mail requiring signutures.

The banding and marking of wild birds Is very tightly reguiated by the

Federal government. It s lliegal to use ANY band on a bird that is
reieased to the wild except &4 Federal band issued by US Fish and Wiidiife.

ALUEMINUM BANDS - 33.25 PER STRING OF 10 BANDS
INDICATE QUANTITY BELOW
AIBICIDIEIGIJIKIELIMIR]|SIT SUBTOTAL

If you choose not to inchude POSTAL INSURANCE

this sum. NFSS will NOT be ~ Under $50.00- $1.30
responsibie for replacements. $50.00 10 $100.00 - $2.20

Over $104.06 - $3.20
HANDLING FEE $2.00
PLASTIC & ALUMINUM SUBTOTAL

TOTAL
BANDS FORYEAR:__ NFSS MEMBER #:_____ .
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CYEY/STATE/ZIP:
E-MAIL:

PAYMENT PAYABLE TO NFSS
MATL FO: Paula Hansen, 2234 Junesu Ct. 8., Salens, OR 97382




The National Finch and Softbill Society
Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

Sizc A:  Gold-breasted Waxbill, Orunge-checked Waxbili. Owt {Bicheno) Finch. Quail
Finch, Red-carcd Wanbiil, Strawberry Finch, and other spdl waxbills,

Size B Black-checked Waxbitl. Cordon Blen. Cuban Mcelodioss Finch. Fire Finch,
Olive Finch, Rufous-backed Masnikin, Tismor Zebra, Peales Parrot Finch,

Size ¢ B&W Mannikin, Violet Eared & Blue-capped Waxbills, Purpic Grenadier.
Broaze-winged Mannikin, Chorry Fisch. Grees Singing Finch, Grey Singing
Finch. Heek's Shaftail. Lavender Fincls, Painted Finch. PHeated Finch,
Pytilias. Red-headed & Forbes {Bluc-Breasted} Parrot Finches. Shaftail Finch,
Silverbills, Star Finch, Red Siskin, Society (Bengalese) Finch, Standard Zebra,

Size )0 Blue-faced Parrot Finch. Lady Gouldias Finch. Chestnat-breasted & most
smaller munnikins. most other Parrot finches. Pictorella Finch, Pintailed
Nospareil, most Twinspots. Yellow-rumped Finch,

Size B Black-crested Finch. Diamond sparrow. Europeas Greenfinch, Golden Song
Sparrow. Nuns. Peter’s Twinspot, Sisking, Spice Fincly, European
Goldfinch. Exropean Zcbra.

Size Gt Magpie Mannikin, Siberan Goldfinch. most barger mansikiss, small tanugers.

Size ;. Pckin Robin. Silver-cared Mesias. most small softhills,

Size K. Java Rice Binds, Red-crested Cardinal. Saffron Finch. Shama Thrush

Size L1 Diamond Dove. Mouscbirds. other small doves. quail. softbills.

Size M. Leaf Birds. Pagoda Mynah, Iarge Sunbirds, Supcrb Startings.

Size Rt Green/Purple Starkings.

Size 8§ indian Hilt Mynzh, Jeva Mynuah, Ring-necked Dove. Toucanettes, White-
sailed Jay.

Sizet Small Horabills, Plush-capped Jay. small Toucans. small Touracos.

Banding instructions included with eqch order.

Guide to Ordering Open Plastic Leg Bands

Size XF:  Cordon Bleu. Fire. Orange-Cheeked, Red-Eared. Laveader. Blue Capped
Waxbilis. Owl Cherry. Green & Grey Singers. Painted. Hecks & Masked
Grassfinch. Gounldian, Most Parrot Finches, Zebrs, Bengelese {Society )
Sturs.

Size XCS: Nans, Cutthrosts, Dismmond Firetails (Dissond Sparrows), most Twinspots.
Siskins. ¢{anarics - Gloster. Fife, Mintstsre & Fanev}

Size XCi: Red Faced Pytilia. Pekin Robin, {Canaries - Roller. Borders, Lizund,
Norwich. Yorkshire, Red Fascton,

Stze X3 lsdise Shanss Dismond Dove, Chinese Painted {Buttor Qual. Budgics.
Cirass Parukects.

Size X3 Lovebinds, Rosclilas, Many Sofibilis,



& NFSS FINCH sHoP &

NFSS Tote bag: Pressure applied NF3S logo
color on one side. Great for bird svents or just shop-
ping. 100% cotton washable derim in a neutrsl
color.. . very sturdy. 14" high X 16" wide and 4" deep
with two 22" heavy web handies. $8.00

m NFSS Logo Pin: A multicolored, sitk-screened
fapel pin featuring the NFSS logo. The pin measures
m’f"@&fm Vinch (32mm). $2.80

NFESS Zebra Finch Pin: Muiticolored, enameled
lapet pin featuring a stylized design of & lebra Finch.
Dne inch {25mm} in diameter; imprinfed with the
wards: "The Nstional Finch and Softhift Society”
around perimeter. $6.00

NFSS Name Badge: White plastic name badge
with finely detailed black engraving Each name
badge is imprinted with the NFSE logo created by
Rose Gianaferra. $8.00

Magnetic fastener - Add $2.50

Merne

Znd Line of Engraving. {Add $1.00}

NESS Journai Back Issues: {Formerly "NFSS
Bulletin”) Published from 1984 tiwough the prasent.
Specify year and volume. $4.00 Each

NFESS Nest Boxes: Wooden Nest boxes in kif form.
5" X 5 X 8" high. $4.9%

i {Please aftow up to four weeks for delivery)

é Check style desired:

. FialFOpen Frontwith | Side Mount __Rear Mnt

__Hinged Top Lid with hole in front and
__Side Mnt ___Rear Mnt ___Front Mnat

"Nature's Jewels” - Gouldian Finch Poster:
Beautiful poster (24° x 367) depicting the many muta-
tions of the Gouldian. Thanks to the generosity 6f NFSS
member, Laraine McGinnis, alf procseds from this prod-
et go to further the goals of NFSS.  $20.00

| Finch Note Cards: 5- 1/2 x 4 - 1/4 Note cards (with
A7 @ envelopes) Artwork by Sally Hunlington. See NFSS
.. WObSHte for seiections. $1.75 ea. or $18.60 for ten.

NFSS Logo Cap: An adiustable (one size fits most
100% cofton dark bfug cap with the graphic in tan and
grean National Finch & Softbift Society lettering. $16.00

Qty i e
T8ty Amount
TGy T TAmount

Qty Armount

City Amourt

oy Amount
TQty Amount
TayT TAmou
“Qy Amoumt




& NFSS FINCH SHOP &

P P v N£SS Finch & Softhlll Photo CD with Screen Saver:

. prised of more than 150 of the photos. $8.99

ﬁ NFSS Video - “Finch Husbandry™: This video (VHS
Format) or DVD, by Vince Moase. formerly of the Metro
Toronto Zoo, spans time and aviaries built in two differ-  Qty
ont resklences. $15.00 Specity. | VHS  DVD

NFSS Finch Nets: 5 1/4" spring steel hoop with vinyl

secure seams - 5" hardwaod handle. Perfect for use in
| catching finches in cages. $8.0G

NF&SJudges Handhook & Official Standards:
Select ___Fult Handbook $13.00 ___Update Only $3.00 0

! NFSS5 Show Cage Plans  $4.00 ea.
" Specify Size: |, NFSS#t ___NFSS#2  NFS5#3 &y
Set of all three sizes $10.00

Eqg Candier: Siate of the art xenon bulb, Inciudes a
fight bender for inspection of eggs in the nast. Uses 2

' Compilation of nearly 560 photos provided by NFSS meni- oo
bars and an MS Windows compatible screensaver com- Qty

bindirgy to prevent trauma.  100% dark nyfon netting with "By

]
"AAA* batteries (included). Shipped with information on
interpreting the resulfs of egg candiing. $20.06

NFSS Logo Polo Shirt: A shorf sleeve, tan, 100%
pre-shrunk cottorr Polo Shint with embroidered Logo

Armount

= over left chest Bird graphic is blue with National Finch iy
& Sofibifl Society in green. $28.00
Selsct Size: M L XL

e Finchwear T-Shirts: These are white, high quality,
\.b 100% preshrunk coftornn T-shirts (Hanes Beely-T).

: yaars ago and is SCREEN PRINTED in stunning delaif
P é | on these shirts.. $16.50 Selsct Size: ___ L __ XL
Sefect At Gouidian Society .. Zebra

i Original arfwork was painted by Frohawk ower 100 Gy

Aot

Amourd

Total item Cost:__
+ Shipping/Handling:

Total Order:_

Robert Mehl, NFS$§ FinchShop Manager
11108 Hollowbrook Road Owings Mills, MD 21117

COrders to $9.99 Add $3.85: $10.00-$49.99 Add $5.50: $30.0-$99.99 Add $7.70; $100.00 or more Add $9.90,

Send completed order with full name and address along with check Payable fo NFSS to;




Name:

Dual Membership 2nd Name;

Address:

City:

State: Zin, Country:
Phone #:

E-Mail: - S o s ot o s

New Member? Renewai (List NFSS #}

How did you hear about us?_

Membership Dues {Sefect Ons) Mail Application
—Single _ Dual = _Forelgn _Junior | andCheck
tvear: $30[ | $3s5[ ] 35 ] sezso[ | ?a::bsise:w
3Years: $85[ | $99[ | $0o[ | M:‘.‘ ;.:;:a
5Years: $140[ | $165[ | s165[ | PO. Box 499
Life: $1500 [ | $1740[ ] s$17a0[ | 76078

NFSS FINCH/SOFTBILL SAVE

Information/Application Request

L0
State:._ dipr Country:
Phone #.____ o - —— b e e
E-Mail

Malf Request fo:
Mr. Randy Taylor
17801 Robin Road, Canyon, TX 79015
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The Classifieds

ROBERT MEHL & RAY GLINES
Breeders of Zebras, Stars, Blue-capped
Waxbills, Owls, RH & BHW Parrot
Finches and Button Quails.  Owings
Miils, MD, {41{) 581.7958, e-mail:
Robert.Mell @verizon.net. Current hist
of  available  birdson  website:
hitp:/imysite. verizon.net

FORSALE: Gouldian Finches - All
mutations - Owl Finches - Gold Breasted
Waxbills - Societics. Healthy, Parent
Raised. Kerri Pettey, Portland. OR. {501)
761-2371

GOULIMAN FINCHES For Sale: Most
ali colors, Breeder & Exhibitor of
Quality. Wiil Ship. wwwhomestead.

com/gouldian/ Shirley Perkins, Portland,
OR (503) 659-0229

FOR SALE;: Gouldian Finches - most
cotors: Societies - Chocolate, Fawn Pied
- Crested & MNormal, Orange Weavers,
BiueCapped Cordon Bleus, Canaries.
Wilbur Avenue Aviary {508} 675-2045 or
e-mail: max{2725Gaol.com

+

;. will srade for

Gouldian Finches: Call John Kilmer
(Portland. OR) (509} 443-2505

kifmjehiiguest.net

FOR SALE: Gouldian Finches (Blue)
Seagreen parrot finches {Pied), Diamond
Sparrows (Fawn}, Black-Cheeked Zebra
David Drumm, Mi (517) 543-3333 or
ddrammi@core.com

FORSALE: Derek Goodwins
“Estriidid  Finches  of the World”™
S175.0G each. Multiple copies avaitable.
Contact Stove Hopman {815) 469-8435
or birdhop@racl.com

WANTER; Silver-cared Mesias (cio-
thrix argentansis) and Black crested
finchex {Lophospingus pusiliug)  cmait
irsflorézaol com

WANTED: Brazillan Cardinal or Red
Crested Cardinals. Contact Robert Biack
(513} 367-6345 Harrison, Ohio

LOOKING FOR BREEDERS;  of
Cordor Bleus. Gouldians, and Golden
Song Sparrows.  Bill Strom - Email:
the i 7erewdcomeast.net

WANTED: Rufous Bellicd Nilfava,
Green Cardinal/Vermiition Cardinal, Red
Whiskered Bulbul - Please call or email
o Ken  (602) 622-9591 or kiim-
sprintd1 @uearthiink. net

WANTED: 2-3 Male Red Bifled Fire
Finches and also looking for 1-3 pairs of
Green Avadavats. Have 2 Female Red
Bilied Fire Finches o sell or frade.
Please call Randy at work

(408) 842-0313 or

e-mait frankhing@garlic.com.

FORSALE: Star Finches {yellow faced,
normals and pieds), shaftails (normals
and fawns). diamond Firetails. Lady
gouldians, show societies (chocolate,
fawns and whites) aff nfss banded. taking
orders for spring hatch, Will ship.
E-mail: studicone{icox-internet.com
Darrin Hili, Species captain, Star and
Shafttail finch. Finch and Softhili Save,
NFSS.

Advertising  Rates: fnside  Cover
R4 Ot Lsue or 320400/ Year: Full Page
S L Tswe or SISI0 Year: Holf-Page
S 00 vsue v SI02.00K Year: (arter-

Page SHLE e or ST AHETYpaL
Classifieds:  34.00 1Up to four Hes of
toxtd. Free Classifieds 1 NFSS

tinci/Softhill Save Program Mrmbers,
Al ads v posted ont the NESS websine
{sq‘u':q‘..'._'f.'\-.\‘_f,r."‘sg} #f e exled (‘J'.'{.'."g{‘.
Cantatt Brewda Jossefet, PMB 27V, 6705
fhoy 200 0 Spire 302, duvein, X 7RIS
13123 IKRO89 T Biosseletiaes i re can.




Oregon Feeder Insects Corp.

Excellence in aviary supplements since 1976.

FREE Sova Musca sample with each order, while supplies
Iast Pnces good through 6/3(}/(}4 Caii TOOAY" B e e Y

: New Prod uct* -,-;;
Introcfucmg Bug'Mmms, a high-protein -

NEW 3Ib. bags!

“supplement to mix with seed blends, - Great savings for you!
 Great for your wild bird feeder too - it - Other sizes available, call for
cfraws insectivores to your feecfer .

details,

Bug’Mmm 8™ Putfed mitlet, M. domestiva, spiralina. Puffed grain, insect for-  New P?Oddc'f”
~ tified to an amazing 18% protein. Mix with seed blend. Finches fove it. 12 0z $19.95 > :

Seya Musca“’ Soy concentrate. M. domestica. spiruling, ealcium. Sprinkle on ilh %15.9%
fruits and vegetables, fortify pabulum, bake in egg breads, add to nectars or 3 ibs. $30.95
gels, Not a “stand-alone.”

Ova Musca™ Dried whole egg, egg white, M. domestica, spirulina, calcium. Use In 1 b, $20.9%
egg breads or to fortify pabulums. Not a “stand-alone” or for sprinklingon 3 s, $46.95
wet vegetables or fruit

Skipio’s™ Egg Meal Ground millet, canary seed, egg, soy, Musca domestica, g
SXIPI0S LoRbieal 11b. $12.95
spirulina, aniseed. Use moist or dry as breeding conditioner and baby food. High 3 1hs, $24.95
protein and high fiber content for intestinal motility.

Skigio’s""‘" Finch Breeder Mix Ground millet, canary seed, egg. soy. M, domes- I b $13.95

tica, flax, alfalfa, spiruling, anisced. High prOZcin, higﬁ fiber, bigﬁ insect. Feed to 3 Ibs. $26.95
world's finches through courtship and breeding. S. 320,

SkjEiOQSTM Softhill Maintenance MiX Ground mitter, dried spple. suet. A | 1b, $14.9%

domestica, soy, whey. calcium, spirulina. Great for Starlings, Pekins, thrushes, bul-
nfshas 3 Ibs, $28.95
buis and many other softbills.

Skipio’s™ Fruit and Insect MIX Dricd apple. M domesrico. spinalina. Birds | |b. $13.95

benefit from fruit sugars and fiber plus insect derived proteins and fats. 3 Ibs. $28.95
Dried Musca domestica Larvae Whele or ground. 402 32495, 1 b $49.95
Whole Dried Musca domestica Pupae 40z $24.95, 1 1b $59.95

Live Musca demestica Pupae  Up to | ib.; $6.50 per order PLUS $2.50 per ounce;,
minimum order fwo gunces.

R ReReR ok
All prices inchude postage in USA. Major credit cards, checks, MO, PayPal accepted.
OFIC, PO Box 714 Tilamook, OR 97141-0714 USA TOLL FREE: 866.641.8938

www,oregonfecderingects.com sales¢eroregonfecderinsecis.com
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4581 Lincoin Rd, Maoceden NY 14502

The EuroCage™ is based on a
design used by many European
bird breeders. The cages can
be used singly or in stacks of
three high, covering an entire
wall or room. The cages are
light, sturdy, have powder-
coated fronts and durable white
plastic sides. These opague
sides are an important part of
successful breeding; they sepa-
rate the pairs so they can hear
each other without seeing each
other. Each unit can be
equipped with a fluorescent
light to show the birds to their
best advantage. Nestboxes can
bhe placed on a platform inside
the cages which assures that
banks of cages can be neatly
fitted together. The design of
the cage allows for maximum
hygiene with minimum effort,
and the high quality aluminum

hing is desi d f lifeti
g e ged o o wretime tb Corners Limited

Call 1.800.456.68780 CUSTOM CAGING SPECIALISTS




