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The National Finch & Scftbilt Society is dedicated to the

introduction of the enjoyment of keeping and breeding
Finches and Softbilis to alf interested parties, enhance the
knowledge of our members in keeping and care of these

organzzat;ons for the preservation of awcuitufe in this country.
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2003 AFA Conven’uon.

©C_o'pyright Roy Beckham . '_ . e

Journal of the National Finch and Softhill Seciety

Hemng Office: 4581 Lincoin Road, Macedon, NY #4502 mlauster@rochestenncom
hiipwww.niss.ong

Publisher: The National Finch and Sofibill Societyy Editor: Martie Lauster

aimer: The Journai of the National Fineh and Softbili Socicty is published
E:u mcmhly b}f N‘E 55, The {oifmx ing deadlines normaily apply to all aspects of the journsl:

Deadlings for Submissions:  1st day of Jan. Mar, May. July. Sep. Now.
Mailed to Subscribers:  1sf day of Febl Apr Jun. Aug. Oct. Dec.

NFSS members are encouraged 10 submit articles. drawings. and photographs. NFSS reserves
the nght to edit andfor reject all editorial. photographic. and advertising materials submitted for
publication 1o the Jouwrnal of the National inch and Sefibill Society. Photographs. when sub-
mitted, shall become the sole property of NFSS and shall be subject 1o use in any and all NFSS
programs. We will return them 10 you after use. if requested.

NISS-affiliated clubs have permission fo reprint afl articles unless marked, “All Righs
Reserved”. “AlE Rights Reserved™ articles require the awthors swritien permission and all
“Reprinted by Permission of 7 articles require written permission from the eriginating source.
Opindons expressed i weticles and published in the Journal do not pecessarnily reflect the opin-
wis of the cditor, NFSS, or its Board of Directars,

Adveriisoments in the Jourmal are pot codorscd by NISS upless sianted otherwise,  NESS
agsumes no responsibility for advertisors” claims or the quality of their produgts or serviees.

£:C opyright 2003 The Natiopal Finch and Softbill Socicy




Septenber Ootabon 202

Table of Contents

NFSS President's Message - Sally Huntington ... ... ... .. ... .. ... . ... 4
42T . g
The Status of Australian Finches in American Aviculture - Clinf Harris .. ... .. 10
A Comparison of vermectin Administration Methods in Finches

and Canaries - Lawrence L. Baum. DVM. (.. . 26
The Red Siskin Project -PaulaHansen . ... ... ... . . i it 30
Scaly Breasted Munia - Mark Shipway .. ... ... . oo o oo, 36
Showtime in Biloxi - Ginny Allen ... .. ... . L L e 42
Onthe NFS3 20022003 Census Report - .. ... .. . 00 oo oot 44
NFSS Legislation News -Marry Bryant ... 0 L o oo o ool 54
News from NFS8 Judges Panel Director, Martha Wigmore ... .. ... .. ... 56
Photos from St. Petersburgh Show - Ron Castaner ... ... ... ... ... .. 58
FinchShop Talk - Sue Haberkom ... o 0 o o 59
The Classifieds . .. e 80
NFSS Board of Directors/Judges/Affilisted Clubs ... .o o oo oo L. 61
FORMSH Membership/FSS/Afilation/Awards/Bands/Finch Shop ... ... . .. 67

Mouseblrds In Aviculture

By Kateri J. Davis
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SuptomberiQoioben atil

Barbara Heidenreich of Austin Texas assured us in her video
presentation, that birds respond to behavioral training and conditioning
as wel as any animal. S8he uses operant conditioning to train birds for
Hushbandry and Medical Behaviors to Reduce or Eliminate Stress.

The feedback at the AFA convention regarding NFSS5 overali made
my feathers Auff up. We are seen as progressive and professional, yet with
an ear tuned i to each member’s needs. We are well respected. So many
people said our Journal is ‘the best’. NFSS has played a big part in get-
ting zoo officials to take notice regarding finches. The information sign at
the San Antonio Zoo, fin the photo below} indicates there truly is an over-
all need for a bit of education on finches.

Sally Huntington, P ent, National Finch & Softhill Society

DOUBLE-BARRED

Poephiia bichenovi
Lustralia

* Al Australian finches monogamous, probably for lfe
* Pair "waltzes” on branches during courtship

PINZON DE DOBLE BARRA

Australia

- Todos los pinzones austrafianos son mondgamos. fal ver

de pot vida

* Las parejas "danzan el vals® en las ramas duranie el cortejo

Avian informational Sign at the San Anfonio Zoo
Photo by Fince Huntington



English Zebras?

i would like to congratuiate Harry
Bryant on the 2002/2003 Census Report.
it is & monumental fask and very wall
done.

What | am about to write is in no
way critical of Harry. | have only admira-
tion for him. Hamry can only insert what
birg keepers tel him they have.

| have been breeding and showing
Zebras since 1957 and judging since
1963, .Even won a time or two. As |
was reading the Annual Census Repori.
something caught my eye. Where did we
gel two ftypes of Zebras? {ie. Zebra
Finch and English Zebra Finch).
Breeders. there is no difference on the

Repiy from NF88

show bench or breading room in Zebras.
There are Zebras from Germany.
Belgium, Denmark, Australia, Canada,
and even the United States. As itravel
around the shows, | wouid like someone
to show me what an “English Zebra” is.

Then there is another pet peeve of
mine - Doves, Pigeons. and Quail. We.
according to our mission statement, ars
to be dedicated to keeping, breeding,
ang showing Finches and Softhills,
Doves, Pigeons, and Quai “ain't” any of
these. | show these in Game Bird Shows
- not in Cage Bird Shows. THATS
WHERE THEY BELONG.

Charles Anchor

"t would ke someone to show me what
an "English Zebra™ is?"

isn't it @ zebra finch from Englend?
<just kidding> Actually. | confess to
knowing next to nothing about the vari-
ous zebra or society finch standards or
types. When | did this years census, |
took the previous census and added to it
The english zebras were listed on the
previous census {matier of fact, | went
back, and it iooks like they were added in
1998} so they got incizded. | had heard
that they were a "larger” zebra finch. but
i dom't know if it is frue or not. | know that
quite a few peopie think they have them
because they responded to the census
that they had english zebras of one type
or another. Garrie Landry refers to his
“english zebras” on his website at hitp://
www.zebrafinch.com/NewZebra/Zebra,
htrml. § don't know if they are considered

an "official” standard or type. ¥ try to
find out before next year's census.

“Then there is another pet peeve of mine
- Doves. Figeons. and Quail. We
according to our mission sfatement. are
{o be dedicaled fo heeping, breeding.
and showing Finches and Softbills.
Doves, Pigeons. and Quail ‘aint any of
these.”

Everyone is entitied to their own "pet
peeves” ... One of my goals with the
census was 1o increase the participation
of our members by listing ai of the "cage
and aviary” birds | could think of | dig
make a mistake by Hsting the Doves,
Pigeons. and Quadt under "softhills”, |
probably should have had them under
"Miscelianeous Birds.” Howaever. | would
rather have them listed under "softbilis”
than not listed at a¥ - it was my call. and
since | was handling the census. | includ-
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ed them. Nexi year, the decision will be  c¢ale to me that the founders of our
someone else'st organization did intend fo cover those

Adso, ' have fo disagres with you types of birds.

that the NF3S doasnt represent peopie
dedicated to keeping, breeding and
showing Doves & Pigeons. NFSS Officiat
Show Classification Section Nine covers
"Coves and Quails," which would indi-

Harry Bryant
2nd VP & Legislative Representative
3rd VP- Census/FSS (Pro-Tem)
National Finch & Softbilt Society

Bo you have a conment, guestion, or suggestion for NFSS that you would like 1o share with oth-
ers? Send pour thoughts to Martie Lauster (address listed on Officers page), Nofhmg Wil be
printed without prior approval from the author end wheve indicated,” i wz’H hy o ef a
respom&"amwr ﬁom rke appropriate NESS Qﬁ“cer pdor so pub!:canan L :

YELLOW HEADED, WHITE BREASTED GOULBIAN MALE WITH CHICKS
Photo Conrtesy NESE Moember ©Tammie Huarley httpr/www.geocities comvgonldinnfever/index hind




Hey - Canaries are finches, too!!
Photo Courtesy NFSS Member ©Pam Filipski

The New York
Finch & Type Canary Club

(Supports the (Groals of Both NFSS & AFA)

We meet the second Sunday of every month (Except July &
August) and have a Feather Show in June (for young bred
& banded birds) and a large Annual Show in October. Our
President is an NFSS Judge and we have many outstanding
breeders in our group. For friendship, fun, & education,
join us,

Contact: Stan (718) 967-6899 (barstand@aaahawk.com)
Nizam (Pres.) (718) 835-8590




Loose, watery droppings?
“Sudden fluctuations in tonperature & humidity canse vestlessuess in hirds.
vesulting in atkalive changes in the crop and bowel. The increased

atkalinity is ideal for bacterial growth that causes the lurger droppings.”
By, Rob Marshall-Author Gouldian & Finch HEALTH

New! MEGAMIX

protects against Coccidiosis, E.coli & Thrush in Juveniles
First choite medication for aviaries with 3 moisture problem
Safe to give to breeding birds and parents feeding babics
Lsed to treat wet nest in susceptible breeding pairs

2ot $19.00 triter $29.90

“. D Rob’s new book is written from the hivd keeper's rather than the
vetermarian s perspective pu lrealtlh issues of fiuches, providing exact
methads for g practical and simple health program. 4 grent reference wud
‘self-help™ book about the proper care of finches. A detailed follow-ap to his
“Guide to Gouldian Finches™ Larzine-ladveouldianfinch.com

We are proud to aunotice

Dr. Rob Marshall’s
Gouldian & Finch

Avaifable exclusively through
ladygouldianfinch com

18% Discount for NFSS Members

Regular $29.56
Oniy $26.55
280 pages of Pro-Active plus §3.83 shipping
advice to finch health. Piace your NFF3 Number on

your order, and receive a 10%

Featuring products from Dr. Marshall, BirdCare Co., VetaFarm & many more!
#t's Easy to Order!
Onling By Fhone By FAX
ladygoutdianfinch.com T70-981-4620 TTLORE6TT6
By Mail: 53389 Phoasant Run, Stone Mountaim, Georgr 30087
Puwment is soveptod by oredit card, chieck o money oeder,
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The Statusxoff

Australian Finches
iIn American Aviculture

American Federation of Aviculture Convention
San Antonio, Texas August 7, 2003
AFA Proceedings, 2003

© Clint Harris
{All Rights Reserved)

bent on their extinction.”

“The march of modern progress and development. the opening up of more and more land
to grazing cattle and the compelition it creates for the available grasses and the seed it
prodices. the nse and aerlal spravivg of toxic agriculture pesticides combined with ille-
gal rapping and smuggling is now, in our view so serious it is doubifil. that the natiral
regenerative process of the exetics will ever keep pace with the forces seeniingly hell

RACC Discussion Paper Birds Australia Research and Conservation Prorities,
Tom Traill Apeil 2000

The purpose of this paper is to provide
& general overview of the current status of
the 18 recognized species of Australian
grassfinches in American avicuiture, It will
examine the state of wild finches in
Australia and how this impacts the fisture of
American avicdlture. Importation will aiso
be discussed along with tegislative issues.
The activities of animatl rights groups and
how they impact the future of finch avicul-
fure in the United States will also be
addressed. Further. this paper will exam-
ine these finches in captivity by providing a
detailed evaluation of each species.
Additionally. the many facels of the
National Finch and Soflbi# Society (NFS8)
will be examined. Finally, the author will
stress the imporiant role that hobbyists
play in contributing fo the continued sur-
vival of healthy, geneticaily diverse
Australian grassfinches.

This treatise will be divided into five
parts. Part One will deal with Austraiian
avicuyiture and how it impacts American
breeders. Part Two will address imporia-
tion and legisiation. Part Three will be an
in depth examination of each specie of
grassfinch in American aviaries. Part Four
will discuss the contributions of the NFSS
to finch aviculture. Finally. Part Five will
close out this work by examining the role of
the hobbyist. At this point & will be useful
to list the species in gquestion. The com-
mon hame is followed by the most current-
ly accepted Latin name”

Red-eared firetail finch (Emblema
ocitata)

Beautifusl firetail finch {Emblema
beltus)

Giemond firetait finch (Emblema
guttaia)



;};’Qﬁ g’;ﬂé&’?'f{ 25 't’gg_f?g'f; ;)EE! ?_,i
Painted firetail finch {Emblema picta)
Crimson finch (Neochmia phaeton}
Star inch {(Neochmia ruficavuda)
Red-browed finch {Sydney waxbill)
(Neochmia temporalis)
Biue-faced parrot finch (Erythrura
trichroa}
Gouldian finch {Chipebia gouldize)
Masked finch {Poephila personata}
Shafttail finch {long-tail finch)
{Foephila a. aculicauda}
Biack throated fnch {Parson)
{Poephilia cinta}
Double bar finch (Owi, Bicheno}
(Foephilia bichenovil}
Zebra finch (Poephilia gutiata)
Plurn-headed finch {Chery}
{Aaidmosyne modesta)
Chestnut-breasted finch {Lonchura
castaneothorax)
Yellow-rumped finch (Lonchura
flaviprymna}
Pictorefa finch {Lonchura pectoralis)

Part One: Australian Avicuiture and
impact on American Breeders

Austrafian finches belong to the order
of birds called Passeriformes - perching
birds, and the family called Estrildidae.
Most of the 18 species of Australian finch-
e5 have been widely kept and bred for weit
over a cenfury in Austrafia, Europe. South
Africa. Asig, and in more recent decades,
the United States’ Some of these birds
are among the most popular and instantly
recognized of all cage birds. Chief among
these are the zebra finch and the gouldian
finch.

The Austrakan government placed a
compiete ban on the exportation of its
indigenous fauna in 1960. This of course
encompasses the grassfinches. For sever-
al decades prior to this ban many of
Austratia’s native birds, inciuding the
grassfinches, where trapped by the untoid
hundreds of thousands.**

The decimation of once thriving flocks of
grassfinches. coupled with the inevitable
encroachment of growing human popula-
tions into their wide ranging habitats has
taken a folf on wild bird numbers. Now
some 40 plus years down the road. the

need to infroduce new bloodiines into cap-
tive-bred popuiations is seen as critical by
many aviculturatists.*” in closed systems,
evens when relatively large numbers of
birds are presernt, genetic viability begins to
decline. New bloodlines need to be
infused to biunt the inevitable genetic drift.

L8]

The fervent desire of this writer is that
the government of Austraiia wil continue
cooperating with local bird clubs and
organizations as well as conservation
groups to stave off further degradation of
wild populations of grassfinches. To assist
in the survival of Australian grassfinches.
one approach is to enact a special tempo-
rary provision to modify the
exportationfimportation ban. acquire wild
caught species and captive-bred Australian
stocks, and send this invaluable genetic
avian cargo to selected American avicultur-
alists. The purpose of such dramatic
efforts s fo preserve rare species and to
infuse much needed new bloodiines into
American held grassfinches.

Consider the following: In the early
1870's the state of Californta suffered a
devastating protracted Exotic Newcastie
outbregk. This highly contagious viral dis-
sase spread guickly and ultimately some
12 miliors chickens were destroyed at a
cost exceeding $56 mifion doliars (3238
milon in today's dofars).® innumerable
exotic birds were also “depopulated”,
inciuding uncommon and rare species.
Given the current status of so many of the
grassfinches in their native environments.
if such a plague came to Austraka. it is not
inconceivable that the meager remnants
could be seriously compromised within a
short time. To prevent this from occurring,
it seemns wise not to place aff of ones egygs
in one basket. Prudent husbandry would
allow several species to find their way into
the hands of capable and responsible
American breeders. Simultaneously,
American breeders shouid take reciprocal
actions and send some of our bioodlines
back to Australia. Captive-raised birds in
Australia are suffering from the long-term
effects of limited bloodlines.

The writer in no way suggests that
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Austrafian breeders are incapable of pre-
serving their own indigenous species, but
rather suggests ihis action as an interces-
sory way to multiply the chances that some
of the more rare species will survive. This
suggestion is a stopgap, falisafe interven-
tion intended to stay ahead of scythe of the
Extinction Vortex. The Extinction Voriex is
defined as: “The interacting factors that
serve {0 progressively reduce aiready
small populations, drawing them info
extinction like an inescapable whirk
poo'-b\}

The Extinction Vortex of the smal-
population approach iooks something like
this:

in smatll populations there is inbreeding
and random genetic drift. This causes
the loss of genetic viability. Loss of
genetic viabiity resulis in reduction of
individuat fitness and population adapt-
abifity. This results in lower reproduc-
fion and higher mortadity, all of which
continues the downward spiral to even
smaller populations and the cycle
accelerates as it repeats itself unti the
species is no more.’

The writer acknowledges that the pro-
posed scenario of species exchange is
undikety to oceur and some will even
accuse him of being naive. Given the pace
of continued destruction and encroach-
ment of habitat, severe protracted drought,
the volatility of captive-raised gene poois,
and wildfires that blindly consume food
sources and nesting sites, this proposal
does not seem naive at all. Instead it is
offered as a sensible measure to protect
some of the grassfinch species from going
the way of the Dodo bird or Tasmanian
devil.

At least one extraordinary precedent
exists. As noted in ihe British finch maga-
zine The Estriidian, New Zealand took a
boid and forward-thinking position to
rescind #s then 3% year import ban in
1988.° After years of intense lobbying by
New Zealand avicuituralists, government
ministers altered laws to permit the impor-

tation of inches from Great Britain - and
not a moment too early. New Zesland
author and aviculturalist Andrew Benson
observes hat Australian indigenous
species aumbers are very low in New
Zeatand; fiteralty down to a handful. These
survivors are in the hands of one or two
breeders who are struggling to maintain
them:.® This program required the coopera-
tion and goodwill of British hobbyists and
clearly demonstrates the commitment of
breeders on opposite sides of the giobe
who desire fo preserve Austrafian and
Alfrican finches. The decline of wild finches
accelerates with each passing year, there-
fore innovative provisions must be consid-
ered if these birds are to be spared the fate
extinction.™

The rumber one cause for the drastic
decline in native populations of grassfinch-
es is loss of habiat; some 500,000
hectares per year™ Habitat loss i an
unfortunate, but famiiiar plague that threat-
ens many species of birds on &l conti-
nents. Loss of habitat in the case of
Australian grassfinches resulls from the
expansion of the timber industry, ranching
for caftle and sheep, and to a iesser
degree mining. " The second magjor cause
for declining popuigtions are unchecked
forest and savanna fires that have
scorched huge segments of natural habi-
tat.

It must be noted, however, that some
Austratian conservationists support the
idea of coniroied fires as a natural way o
improve available grasses and brush.
Caretakers at Queensland's Mareeba
Tropical Savanng and Wetland Reserve
strongly support the idea that sustained
regimens of controlfed, very hot brush fires
are required to get the savannas back into
working order. This same group released
20 captive raised Gouidians supplied by
focal amateur avicuituralists back into the
reserve for the first time in 26 years in
March of 2003."

White American bird keepers can
boast that the Lady Gouldian finch exists in
significant numbers, this is not the case in

The Statux of Australion Fiuches in dmerican Sicuinoe
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Agstralia.  During the mid 19560's. esti-
mates of wild Lady Gouldian finches were
in the several million range® Refiable
reports from various wildlife agencies tag
the number of wild Gouldians now fo be
between 12002500 individuals.”™ This is
iess than world's wild tiger popuiationt”
These surely must be viewed as shocking-
iy low numbers. Even minor changes in the
grassfinches’ environment could guickly
spell doom for thern.

While Australia and New Zealand
have many devoted aviculturalists and an
extensive network of local and regional
ciubs, the majority of grassfinches face a
perifous and uncertain future in their natus-
rat environments. The combined forces of
human encroachment and natural plagues
pose formidable obstacles against these
beauties. If their numbers keep declining
at the current pace, their demise may be
maeasured in years and not decades.

Part Two: Importation & Legislation

American breeders cannot continue
the iackadaisical aifitude that all species
wiii be inexhaustibly available via the next
747 from Europe. Some speculate that
imporiation may soon be significantly
resiricted or halted altogether. With recent
cutbreaks of Monkey pox, avian influenza.
and SARS in Europe and Asia, the pall of
uncertainty hangs ominousiy over the
future of importation. Therefore #t cannot
be stressed too strongly that the collective
goal of American breeders must be fo
obiain and selectively breed as many
species currently availablie before # is foo
late. The mindset of many breeders must
evolve from bird keeping as a past time to
that of serious-minded conservationists.

Avaiiabiiity was compounded when
the Australian government placed a ban on
the exportation of all indigenous fauna in
1960. Since that time no Austraiian finch-
es - wild caught or captive bred - have
legatly left the shores of Ausiraiia. Fast for-
ward to present and Australia is in the grips
of a multi-year drought. Combine this with
significant forest and range fires, the loss
of tand for timber, mining. and caftle graz-
ing, issues of pollution. the siphoning of

natural water courses for irrigation. and itis
not surprising that many species are disap-
pearing from the landscape.” Most of the
Australian grassfinches are in danger in
their native environments.

While newly imported birds can be
viewed as welcomed additions {o augment
existing bloodines of captive popudations,
seemingly endless strearns of impotted
birds cannot be seen as the final solution.
The solution needs {0 be the establishrment
of large populations of genetically diverse.
captive-bred grassfinches in American
aviaries. it is not inconceivable that in a few
shott years many of the rare or infrequent.
ly kept species will simply die out.

if this seerns far-fetched. consider this.
Between recently enacied resirictions in
several European countries- including first
time guarantines in some of them- higher
shipping and handling fees. coupled the
worldwide threat of terrodism and aE the
logistical nightmares it has created for air-
lines and their clients, it is not business as
usizal. American breeders must accept the
responsibility that accompanies privilege.
When importation ceases. the finch store
wi#t be ciosed. The ensuing chaotic scram-
ble fo start breeding fo “save them”, may
be 2 moot point because sufficient num-
bers will not be present fo sustain a viable
breeding population of grassfinches. We
wili have effectively missed our window of
opportunity to make the necessary gains
now to prevent the scenario above.

Currently US bird breeders are facing
a phatanx of irrational and increasingly mik-
itant animail rights groups. PETA- People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals- is
chief among these radical organizations.
Individuals known o associate with and
that are financed by PETA have been con-
victed of firebombing animal research faci-
#ies.” PETA Campaign Director Bruce
Friedrich was quoted on Juiy 2. 2001 with
the following: "It would be a great thing if all
these fastfood outlets. these slaughter-
houses. these laboratories, and the banks
that fund them expioded tfomorfow...
Hallehiah to the people who are wifiing to
doit."™"”

The Starvs of destralion Fiaches In dmerican Sviculmre
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irresponsibie and dangerous state-
ments like this one and others of similar
fanaticism must be viewed as wholly unac-
cepiable.® Not surprisingly, some groups
ciosely linked to PETA, ilike Earth
Liberation Movement, are on the FBI's list
of domestic terrorist groups.” American
avicuituralists are among the most staunch
supporiers and practitioners of humane
and  ethical  treatment of animais.
Avicuituralists are involved in preservation
and not domination.

The tragic dichotomy is. were not for
the sacrificial labors of aviculturalists,
many threatened species would have
already died out. because they no longer
exist in the wild. Recent legistation includ-
ing the Animal Welfare Act may have dubi-
ous ong-term impact on avicdture. The
volurne of this material cannol be dealt with
appropriately within the context of this
paper so the reader is strongly encouraged
to visit the comprehensive legislative web
pages of the NFSS www.nfss.org and the
AFA www afabirds org.

Recently, diverse efements of avian
interest groups formed The Nationat Avian
Welfare Aliance- NAWA- in May of 2003 at
a meeting in Houston. Texas.™ Af present
the membership (which is already substan-
tial} will be restricted to bird groups and
societies and wil be by invitation only.
Additionat information can be found at the
NFSS website and the NAWA website:
www.nawabirds.org. Bird lovers avery-
where can anticipate positive resulls with
the new national afiance of proactive and
responsible avicultural groups. whose
goais can be found in the NAWA mission
staternent. “Yo insure the welfare of birds
in captivity through education, research.
and conservation.”

Part Three: Australian Finches in
American Aviaries

As part of the research in preparing
this document, the writer polled breeders,
NF3S judges, #mporters. and brokers and
asked to thern to rate the relative establish-
ment of the grassfinches based on their
experience. Those polied came from every

regionn of the nation and their combined
breeding experience exceeds several hun-
dred years. The respondents were asked
to rate all 18 species on a scale from 0 to
5. with zero being nonexistent and 5 being
well established. The author gratefully
acknowiedges the valuable contribution of
those who participated ™

Red-gared Firetail
{Emblema oculata) - Rating: 0

Wei-Established = ‘5"

& = Nog-Existent fn US

The red-eared firetail has never been
iegally imported in fo the United States.
The author knows of anecdotal evidence
that some are being bred in Belgium and
possibly in other European coundries. Next
to the yeliow-rump mannikin, this is the
least known of the grassfinches.
immelmann detaiis that the red-ear gould
be found within a tiny range of southern
Western Australiz: The writer has seen
one or two clear color photographs of this
bird and # is a gorgeous finch. This bird
was recantly found on one Ausiralian hird
degler’s fist for $1500 per palr {Australian).
This firetail needs refuge in many American
aviaries. The only other Estrldidae
species in this bird's very kmited range is
the introduced red-brow fingh.®

Beautiful Firetaii Finch
{Emblema befius) - Rating: 9

O = Nom-Exivtent in U5, Bell-Estabiisid

=1

The beautiful firetail. aiso called the
Tasmanian waxdill, has never been legally
imported info the United Stafes. it may
axist In small numbers in Europe. Limited
numbers of Austraiian breeders keep this
bird. Even in its native fand, the beautiful
firetail is rare. Very few color photographs
exist of the beautifui firetail. bui what the
author has seen, this bird most certainly
fives up o its name. John Gould knew of
what he spoke when he described this
strking bird in his1865 tome.”

Beginning in the early 1980's a con-
carted captive-breeding program was inii-
ated involving Australian researcher and
avicuituralist David Myers of Newcastie.
NSW." David White in Victoria conducted

Ve Neis of sdostredivn Fincehes ie dmerican Avicuilire
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separate programs. Through a unigue
cooperative program with the government,
wild-caught beautiful and red-ear firetaiis
were secured and a caplive-breeding pro-
gram launched. The originai plan was o
document their calis through a compiete
breeding cycle and reiease caplive raised
offspring back into the wild. The program
proved to be so successful that breeders in
the program were allowed to sell a imited
number to other avicuituralists. This sug-
cess seems fo indicate that the beautiful
firelall, and perhaps o a lesser exient the
red-ear firetail, can be nearly as proiific in
captivity as the diamond or the painied.
This must surely be viewed as good news
for aviculture. There is an immediate need
o acquire and intervene on behalf of both
of these impressive birds. [t is a genuine
fragedy that the beautiful and the red-ear
firefail cannot be found in American
avianes.

Diarnond Firetail Finch
(Emblema gutiata) - Rating: 3.3
@ = Nopg-Exisicat in 18 Beil-Establivhed =8

FPhato Courtesy ©Rov Beeklom

The diamond firetail enjoys moderate
enthusiasm in America and is being bred
fairly regutarly. though few breeders report
success parent raising these birds. This
bird is regudarly imported with those individ-
uals ranging from $140-3175 per pair.
There are several interesting masations
ingluding an orange tait {found in the nor-
mal and fawn). fawn, pied, ino, white. and
more recently a silver {$500C per pair).
Interestingly, some Australian dealers fist
the diamond at twice the price of the paint-
ed firatail. The diamond or diamys as the
Australians call them, is an extremely intel-

ligent and active bird. #s bold and inguisi-
tive nature makes it very desirable to keep.
This firetail must surely possess one of the
most exaggerated courtship displays of all
the grassfinches. The bird builds a tremen-
dous nest and both sexes are devoted par-
ents. The diamond firetail is not too difficult
to breed though it likely cannét be classi-
fied as a beginner bird. Difficuity in sexing
this bird may contribute fo # not having a
more wide spread acceptance. The dia-
mond firetail may be the writers’ favorite
Austraiian grassfinch.

Painted Firetall Finch
{Emblema picta) - Rating: 1.1
Well-Extablished =

Ulv

& = Now-Exixtent fn {08

This defightful and peaceful firetail is
an enigma fo the author because so faw
breeders are keeping them. Part of that
reason must certainly be attributed to their
high cost.  Imported individuals still com-
mand $450 per pair. This specie is sexual-
ly dimorphic and thus it is easy to dater-
e frue pairs. i has been bred numer-
ous times and those who have had suc-
cess report the painted is not difficult to
breed once certain minimum requirements
are met. inthe wild it is a frue ground nest-
ing bird, building 2 singularly unique twig
nest on a platform of dirt clods, racks, and
bark in the thorns of the spinifex bush.®
The cock bird has a charming litfle song
and the striking scarlet breast color makes
this bird a vety desirable addition to any
collectionn. lmmelmann reported that the
species has one of the lpudsest calls of a8
the grassfinches.® s unigusly long and
stender beak is thoroughiy suited fo pluck
out seeds from the freacherous spikes of
the spinifex and rocks in #ts native rangs. A
yellow variety is known fo existin Australia.
The painted finch needs sericus and imme-
diate attention.

Crimson Finch
{Neochmia phaetonj - Rating: 0.7

-
Wl Extablishod =8

8 = Now-Existens in {485

This visual stunner is imported iregy-
larly and often in very small numbers. It is
not uncommon for several years fo pass
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without seaing this finch offered on import
fists. This bird has a reputation of perhaps
being the rnost aggressive of ol the grass-
finches. Wiid caught indonesian birds
often find their way to imporiers and their
price may exceed $400 per palr.  Klaus
frnrpeimann detaited that this bird existed
in New Guinga at the time of his research
{1959-1960). but did not speculale if it was
a feral bird on those islands or whether its
natural range extended there® immeimann
lists two races for the crimson: the black-
bellied and the white-bellied. with the lalter
most commmondy imported. A yellow-hellied
mutation also exists. The sexes are easy
to differentiate.

Breeding successes are increasing in
other countries. though reports are that this
bird requires a tengthy bonding pericd and
like some Afcan waxbills, crimson cock
birds can be treachercus {0 their mates.
The writer coudd not locate any documenta-
tion the crimsen finch has been bred in
America. This should not deter serious
breeders from atternpting to stabilize this
bird. This gorgeous bird deserves serious
attention and shouid be accepted as a
chaienge by rmore experienced breeders.

Star Finch
{Neochmia ruficauda) - Rating: 4.3

8 = Nen-Fxistent in U8

Phata Courtesy Ry Beebham

Regular passengers frorn Europe.
stars are a favorite among breeders
because of their docile nature and they are
sasy t0 breed. The star finch is an ideal
hird for novice breeders and is gasy to sex,
but experienced breaders enjoy thisbird as
well. # is an ideal candidate in a mixed
fight. The yellow face slar is 2 lovely

Hell-Esiablishod ‘%‘

musation and there is alse a cinnamon or
fawn mutation as wel. The recognition of
birds on Australia's Cape York Peninsula
as a distinct subspedies is welcome news.
but the star finch is facing dire threats in
most of its range™ in fact the nominate
species, n. ruficauda ruficauda is now
hetieved to he extinct in the wild.™

Interested breeders can expect to pay
$100 per pair for normal stars and $140
~150 per pair for the yeliow face variety.
This bird possesses a calm and sweet
nature and is delightfl in the hird room.
The star finch appears to be reasonably
well established in Arerica.

Red-browed Einch {Sydney Waxbiill)
{Neochmia ruficauda) - Rating: 0.8

r.
Wedl-Estublished = 8

0 = Non-Exvigten: fn {25

Also known as the Sydney waxbill or
red-browed firetall. this bird is only an
occastonat #mport. Though # is a pretty lit-
He bird, with splashes of scarfet on the
iores and tail. it is surprisingly uncommon.
The author secured one imported pair sev-
eral years ago and found them active and
engaging birds. They are difficudt to sex.
Regretfully the pair never laid any eggs.
When the hen died. a necropsy reveaied
ovaries estimating the age of the hen at &-
7 years. No doubt the pair was some
European breeder's culls; yet another
unweicome foible of importation. No anec-
dolal evidence has been located confirm-
ing that the red-browed has been bred in
the US. Feral populations introduced into
the red-ear firetails’ range in the late 1850's
did well untii the late 1980°'s and early
1990's due to Hlegal trapping.” Though
this bird comrnands a price approaching
$300 per pair, it is still deserving of our
efforis to establish it in American bird
TOOms.

Blue Faced Parrot Finch
(Erythrura trichoa) - Rating: 3.1
Wedl-Estabfished -~ '5'

@ = Now-Existent g LS

Curiously. this is the only bird that
Klaus Immelmann did not see in the wild
during his tandrnark research in 1859, The
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plue-face is still roulinely impored with
prices ranging from $180 fo $225 per pair.
Like many species of parrot finches, fre-
guent inbreeding and hybridizing occurs by
iess than prudent breeders.” This bird can
be a fally free breeder, but many report
frustrating results, An absolutely gorgeous
utino mulation exists, though # has not
appeared on import #sis for many years.
The author once owned several angd cock
birds would sing all day long. Pled muta-
fions can aiso be found in the blue face.
The biue face parrof finch is in fairly good
shape in America, but emphasis must be
piaced on selective breeding and ciosely
moniforing bioodlines to prevent inbreed-
i and strictly avoid hybridization.

Gouldian finch
{Chloebia gouldiae} - Rating: 4.9

-
Well-Estabiished = 8

B = Now-Existent in LLS.

Photo C s SRy

The Lady Gouldian Is easily the undis-
puted beauty of ait the grassfinches. There
is 0 way of knowing the exact number, but
it may be safe 0 state that the Gouldian
finch exists in the scores of thousands in
America- perhaps even more.  While
Armerican breeders can boast impressive
numbers, considerabie work lies ahead to
improve the size and over all quatity of this
bird,

Few will argue that were i not for the
Bengalese finch {lonchura domestica) this
bird, and most of the other Ausiralian
grassfinches, wouid not exist in the num-
bers they do today. Gouldians have a his-
fory in the US at least going back to the
1930's.

Because the innumerablie rmutations
are s0 popular, pure normal head colored

hirds seems t0 be i the minority. Many
conscientious broeders are now focusing
on huilding strong lines of pure red, black,
and orange headed Gouldians. The red
head variety is clearly the favorite among
hreeders. In the wild the ratio of head col-
ors Is almost exactly opposite of what it
seems to be in captivity, The original black
head Gouldian nurmbers 80%, while the red
head is only at 20%. The orange head is
very rare in the wild." The Gouldian is a
peaceiui bird, can be colony raised, and is
a faitly froe breeder. The Gouidian finch is
safe in America, but efforts must continue
to raise pure races of the originai head col-
ors, Domestically raised closed-banded
individuais carry a $150-200 per pair price
tag for the normal head colors. in Austrafia
biue body birds can feich $1500 a pair,

Masked Finch
{Poephila personata) - Rating: 2.3

-
B = Now-Exvistend in U5 Bell-Esrablished = 8

This bird has never been widely kept,
afthough it probably cannot be called rare
or even uncommon, Ths i3 puzzling
because ifs striking vellow bezk is almost
singular among the grassfinches. Again,
difficuity In sexing this species likely pre-
vents wider acceptance. Next to the owl
and Sydney waxbill, § may the most diffi-
cult 1o visually sex.™ This bird is occasion-
ally seen on import lists. No known muta-
tions exist. Klaus immeimann reports that
the mask grassfinch is even more social
than the much better known Gouldian
finch. The mask finch can also be colony
raised. The reader should take note of its
Latin name, Poephifa personata, because
this is fruly a lovely finch with guite a

Fhe Status of Australian Finches in American Avieadiure
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charming character. it does well in mixed
aviaries and more breeders are encour-
aged to belter establish this most excellent
aviary specimen. Expect to pay $160-180
per pair for guality slock.

Shaftta# Finch
{Poephila a. acuticauda) - Rating: 4

Hell-Exrablished —?

& = Nes-Exivient in L8,

™

tesy Kxflen: Beckham

Fhore ¢

The shafital was once so common in
America that it was removed from the F58
list of birds accepted inlo the NFSS8's Finch
and Softhill Save program {to be discussed
later}. That has now changed. Also known
as the long-tail finch this mos! endearing
bird may weil have the most dociie nature
of all of the grassfinches. Immeimann
betieved these birds mated for life?
Ancther race called Heck's {poephila a.
hecki} exists and is known by its orange
beak color.  The shaftail is a particular
favosie of the author.

it is easy to sex, very willing {o breed,
and makes a good beginner bird.  H is
excellent and lively addifion fo any mixed
coliection. Several mutations exist includ-
ing the white and fawn. The shaftail finch
is stilt imported frequently and can usually
be purchased for under $100 per pair. This
bird is a delight in the aviary.

Parson Finch
{Poephila cinfa} - Rating: 2.9

Tl
O NempeExiseent i 8280 Bell-Establisiied =%

The Parson is usually seen on import
lists, This is a fairly popular bird, and has
throws mutations simiilar fo the shaftad, #
is alsp known as the black-throated finch.
i s more difficult to breed than the shafiail

and harder o sex, buf very intelligent and
fudl of personality. This is feisty grassfinch.

Photo Courtesy ©Rov Beckham

Pairs in the author's possession have
thrifled him with exiensive freesianding
nests and proved o be very good parents.
Though the Parson does not possess
bright colors, g distinctive patterns and
gregarious nature makes { a very desirable
addition to ones bird room. Costs range
from $180-200 per pair. Australian breed-
ars report a chocolate variation of this bird.
Arace called Diggles finch P ¢. atropygialis
and a dark phase of Diggles, P.o. nigrotec-
ta where the lower breast and abdomen
are a grayish chocolate brown can aiso be
found in Australia.¥

Owd Fineh
(Poeghilia bichenoviil - Rating: 4.4

Photo Courtexy €

The owt is an extremely popular bird
and is being widely kept and bred. Risalso
imported reguiarly.  Difficulty in visually
sexing these birds prevents more people
from breeding them. There are no known
mutations. The owl is the smallest of the
grassfinches and probably has the most
unique facial features and coloration. A
black-rumyp race is kept in America, but the
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white-Tump race is more common. In a
iarge enough aviary, the owl can be colony
raised. Even though the ow! is widely bred
and kept it still commands high prices. In
cerfain parts of the natior, such as the
south, owis are routinely offered for $250
per pair.  While imported birds can be
found for $140-175 per pair, domestically
raised closed-banded pairs go for $175-
200 per pair. The owl finch appears o be
safe in American aviaries.

Zebra Finch
{Poephilia guttataj - Rating: §

Hoell-Establivhed ::::‘S“

& = Nos-Existent in L5,
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The zebra finch may quite easily be
the most widely kept bird in the world. it is
an excellent beginner's bird but is also 2
keen favorite among exhibitors. This is the
onfy grassfinch to receive a % rating in
establishment in America. The zebra finch
may onty rival the Gouldian in the number
of mutations and variations it has pro-
duced. For decades this bird has been
selectively bred to where exhibition guality
specimens approach neatly twice the size
of the native wild cousins. The zebra is
mass-produced in staggering numbers for
the pet trade. The author knows of sever-
= such gperations in West Texas, with one
facility boasting 10,000 breeding pair of
zebra finches. The zebra finch is very safe
in American aviaries, but too few breeders
actually strive to produce guality individu-
ais. Forlunately, because of the exhibition
side of the hobby, numerous strains of
genetically diverse specimens are stil
being bred. $5-10 will secure the average
zebra finch, while exhibition quality birds
command much more.

Cherry Finch
{Aaidemosyne modestaj - Rating: 2

Hell-Estabiished = %

6 = Now-Existran in LS

Photry Conrtesv LR Beckham

This bird is also known as the plum-
head finch. These birds are st being
imponted inciuding a very attractive Isabet
or fawn mutation. Not many breed them,
iargely because they are not perceived as
a splashy looking bird. The writer dis-
agrees. A closer look at the crisp patterns
and spots reveals a singuiarly quiet beau-
ty. The soft pium color of the male and
their peaceful demeanor makes them an
idest candidate for breeders, including
mixed collections. Birds in the writer's pos-
session have surprised him with freestand-
ing nests. Some breeders report the cher-
ry building ground nests simiiar to that of
the painted. The plum-head finch is very
easy to sex but appears not to be as profif-
ic as some other commonly bred grass-
finches® The sublle hid finely delineated
coloration and the soff song of the male
cherry finch makes it a must-have addition
to a collection. Expect to pay $1258-150 for
domestically raised closed-banded birds.
The plum head is highly favored by the
writer and other breeders should not over-
look this aviary jewel.

Chestnut- breasted Finch
{Lonchura castaneothorax} - Rating: 1.7

9 = Non-Existent in DS, Bel-Extabiished = &

Here is another widely over looked
gem among the grassfinches. Admittedly
somewhat difficult to sex, this bird is none
the less a fairly keen breeder. Recently
viewed color photographs of this species
reminded the author of how extraordinary
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the earth shades of the chestnut-breasted
finch are. lis courtship displays are differ.
ent than most other grassfinches in that
coniact between the sexes is important,

Phote Courtesy ©Rov Beckham

even before actual mating commences.®
The deep bowing gestures of both sexes is
guite endearing. Known mutations inciude
an albino and a deep chocolate brown
chest color, instead of the normal "chest.
m#” color. There is also a crested and a
fawn mutation as well. Chesinut-breasted
pairs sell $200 per pair and up.

Yellow Rump Finch
{Lonchura Haviprymna) - Rating: 0

8 = Now-Existent in 8. Hell-Eswblished —'5‘

The writer has relighle documentation
that the yetow-rump has been imported
info America, but they are few and far
between. In fact, scant information other
than the work of immelmann could be
iocated for this species.® This is a real
shame given that this bird belongs o the
Lonchura family and probably is a faldy
prolific breeder.

The yellow-rump can be found in
Aasiratian aviaries for a price of $100-150
Australian.  The bird is zlso kept in
Germany, Belgium, and perhaps several
other European couniries. |f may not exist
in great numbers there; hence it has rarely
been imporied. Ancther Hikely scenario is,
there has simply been very Htie, if any,
demand for this bird. it may be correctly
argued that the yeliow-rump manrekin is
the ieast distinctive of the 18 grassfinches,
but this shoud not prevent its firm estab-
#ishment in American aviaries. It must be

viewed as an important species and not
neglected because of #s somewhat aus-
tere appearance.

Pictorella Finch
{Lonchura pectoralis} - Rating: 6.4

O = Now-Existent in 0.5, Well-Established = 8

This bird is possessed of subdued col-
oration and quiet demeanor. it has seldom
been kept and has not been imported for
years. The writer had two pair severa
years ago, but had no breeding success
and passed them along to a more experi-
enced mannikin breeder.  Unforfunately,
the birds never bred. Although difficult fo
sex, it is another fairly free breeder. This
bird deserves our immediate attention. Of
the three lonchura grassfinches, the pic-
torellz may be the most atfractive. Price
range approaches $300 per pair. This bird
is not uncommon in Austraian aviaties and
efforts must be made to secure good
sirains from European sources.

The following is a summary of the sta-
tus of the birds which are currently being
kept or are avaitable to American breeders:

5.0 b 5.0 Zebra finch
Hedl-
Esablished { 4 9 Gouldign finch
in U.S. 4.4 Qwl finch
4.3 Star finch
4.0 Shaftait finch

3.3 Diamond firetal
3.1 8lue-faced parrot finch

2.9 Parson finch
2.3 Masked finch
2.0 Cherry

1.7 Chesinut-breasted finch
1.1 Painted firetai

0.9 Red-browed finch
N 0.7 Crimson finch

Exéstent (.4 Pictorella finch

TR ENY 0.0 Yellow-rumped finch
g4 0.0 Red-ear fireiai
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Overall. most of the Australian grass-
finches must be honestly appraised as
being poorly represented in American
aviaries. Many of these grassfinches face
precarious circumstances in their native
environments, and fo that end serious
efforts are required t0 breed genelicatly
diverse bloodines to ensure their future.
Their ultimate swvival in the wild seems
deubifid, and so the efforts of concerned
avicuituralists become critical fo their exis-
tence. Simply stated. while every specie of
grassfinch cannot boast the polychromatic
explosion of color of the Gouldian finch,
every specie never the less is worthy of
serious conservation efforts. Al grass-
finches can claim distinclive mating rifuals,
nest building technigues, sublie but iniri-
cate color patterns, calis, songs, and dis-
piays that make them fascinaling and
essential additions to every bird room.
Perceived lack of visual beauty must not
hinder serious endeavors o establish
some of these orphan species.

Part Four: Conftributions of the
National Finch & Softhifi Society
fo Aviculture

The only national organization devoi-
ed {o finches and softbills in the USAs the
National Finch and Softbill Society- NFSS.
This organization is & community of bird
enthusiasts who share an enjoyment of
keeping and breeding finches and sofibilis.
The NFSS publishes a bi-monthly Journat
whose chief aim is to disseminate informa-
tion to a# its members. The NFSS also
sponsors an online discussion group called
the NFSS Forum. One of the halimarks of
the NFSS is the close banding of birds.
The NFSS sells mambered closed bands to
its members so bloodlines and families can
be tracked accurately. The NESS strongly
encourages its members to fathfully close
band their birds.

The NFSS also supports and spon-
sors several sanctioned shows and exhibi-
tions throughout the year. $tandards for
confirmation and deportment have been
established and many NFSS members
enjoy the excitement and personal salis-

faction of exhibiting competitively. NFSS
frained judges are available to iocal clubs.
It has been through the diligent efforts of
exhibitors, and mediciious selective breed-
ing, that many of the finer strains of grass-
finches now exist.

Anocther aspect of the NFSS is the
website www.nfss.org. Here anyone can
navigate many areas to leam about current
tegislation, read numerous archived
Journal articies. iocate resources for seed,
supplies and equipment. browse through
Finch Shop, look at classified ads. pur-
chase NFSS closed leg bands. view color
photegraphs, and much more.

Finally, within the NFS8 more
advanced breeders who wish {0 speciaiize
can participate in the F33- the Finch and
Sofibill Save Program. This program
regisires that breeders band all their birds-
either open or closed- and regisier them in
the program. Applicants are asked o com-
plete forms detailing their breeding pro-
grams. Many of the more difficult to breed
or rare species can be found in this pro-
gram. The FSS stresses closed banding
as the preferred ideal.

The National Finch and Softbill
Sogiety plays an important role in the
preservation of finches. Hs membership
encompasses nearly all fifly states and
several foreign countries. Between the
Journat, the website. the Intemet Forums,
and shows, NFSS members combine to
form a ciose knit family of #ke-minded avi-
cufuralists. The NFSS is an organization
worthy of joining and contribuling fo. the
writer sirongly encourages the reader to
visit the website and join this vital commu-
nity of enthusiastic breeders.

Part Five: Role of the Hobbyist

it should be apparent that the prover-
biat glory days of Bates and Busenbark are
gone forever. Permanent closure of
Australian borders to export. the volatile
political environment in many nations
arousnd the globe. more shringent importa-
fion requirements from Europe and eise-
where coniribute to avicultural instability.

Tl Status of dustralian Finchos in Amcrican Avicnfiare
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can be demonstrated that the survivat or
demise of many of the Australian species in
North America lies in the hands of individ-
ual American aviculturaisis. 1§ is not an
exaggeration to state that a good number
of species have come o a critical mass.
Daunting chalienges such as outhreaks of
Exolic Newcastle Disease (END), West
Nite virus. militant animal rights groups.
and small genelic bases, wif continue fo
rend at the fabric of the American avicultur-
al community. Breeders must embrace a
vision for the future.

The entire avicultural community must
expand its imagination and enhance itg
perception fo acknowledge that grassfinch-
es carry an equai weight in the big ecolog-
ical picture. Who has the right or the
authority fo say that a Spix macaw
{cyanopsitta spixii} is more worthy of eco-
logical intervention than a red-ear firetail?
if gither the red-ear or the Spix disappears.
they both wii pass into the ether of exting-
tion and into the vapors of oblivion. One
order or family of birds should not carry
more importance or greater prestige than
ancther.

The tast sundving passenger pigeon- a bird
named Martha- {ectopistes migritorius), a
bird once more numercus than ali other
indigenous North American species com-
kined, died in the Cincinnati zoo in 1914.
in the not too distant future will some aging
crimson finch suffer an identical tragic fate
in fonely anonymily in the garden aviary of
some suburban hobbyist? We need to act
now to ensure that never happens. What
exactly can the average hobbyist do to
help build up Australian finches in
America? The writer offers these simple
but important suggestions:

Joirs and participate in national
aviculturai organizations. These
would inciude The American
Federation of Aviculiure- AFA
www.afabirds.org, and the Nationat
Finch and Softhi#f Society- NFSS
www.nfss .org.

Obtain some of the more uncom-
rmor: or rare species discussed

herein.

Learn all you can about
them and then share your knowi-
edge.

Be difigent in your record keep-
ing and purposeful when pairing
up birds to breed.

Cloge-band all your birds.

Hecome active at the tocal level
i an area or regional bird club.

Become proactive with your
state and natlonal etected repre-
sentatives. Wrile lefters, send
emails. make phone calls.
Remember, the squeaky wheel
gets the grease.

Share your love of birds with
others. Become a mentor and get
someone else exciied about owur
hobby. Nurture the next generation
of aviculturalists.

The writer strongly befleves that con-
tributions made by hobbyists with smali to
moderate size collactons will prove invaly-
able in perpetuating strong diverse bicod-
iings of healthy grassfinches. Zoologicat
institutions, wildlife reserves, theme parks
and the like cannot be counted on o save
the day. They have neither the space nor
the financial resources to devole to main-
tain a stable population of finches. The
backyard enthusiast therefore becomes a
strategic player in the high goals o ensure
that future generations- our grandchildran-
wit be able {0 experience the same kKind of
challenge and reward that many finch
breeders enjoy today. it is neither a dra-
matic statement nor a romantic notion that
a unified collective of individual hobbyists
faithfully embracing & singular belief wil
ultimately win the day for the lasting exis-
tence of many of the Australian grassfinch-
e5.

In the absence of appropriate genetic
diversity the effects of small popuiations
reinforce each other in a negative spiral.
The need for seleclive breeding using
closed numbered bands {o ensure diverse,
robust bloodiines will be essential for the
long-term survival of grassfinches. Ht will

The Status of dustralian Finches i Americen Aicibone
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he a tragic day if the writer has {6 show his
grandchiidren photographs of Australian
grassfinches from some coffee table book.
because these kinetic beauties died out in
American aviaries. What a dark day it will
be if the last individual of a species is
sucked into the black abyss that is extine-
tion. In closing. the writer respectfuily
leaves the reader with this simpie but
hopetully provocative challenge.

If not you. then who?
If not now, then when?

Clint Harris
Tempie. Texas
USA, Earth
charris@vvrn.com
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A Comparison of lvermectin
Administration Methods in
Finches and Canaries

Lawrence L. Baum, D.V.M.
**All Rights Reserved™

One thing | would like sveryone fo
understand before reading this articie is
that | am not an avian veterinarian. { am &
small anima! praclioner whose patients
consist of dogs, cats, and an occasional
pocket pet. | have greatly enjoyed practic-
ing veterinary medicine in this capacity for
34 years. | also enjoy keeping. breeding,
and raising finches.

i refer avian patients to an avian vet-
erinarian  in a nearby larger city.
Unfortunately, avian veterinarians are not
readily accessablie to everyone. Even
when they are. many finch owners opt not
fo use their services for varous reasons
preferring instead fo treat with over-the-
counter medicines. Hobbyists frequently
seek advice from other hobbyists, espe-
cially over the intemet. Questions regard-
ing the use of ivermectin regularly surface.
This article was prompted by ons such
question on the NFSS e-group. One of our
regular e-group participants questioned the
safety and efficacy of adding ivermectin fo
the drinking waler — a method about
which she had learned from a Canary
preeder on another internet e-group.

I had not previously heard of using
ivermeactin in the drinking water so my
curiosity was aroused. | did some calcula-
fions and comparisons and shared them
with the NFSS e-group. Since the majorily
of NFSS members do not participate in our
internet group. owr NFSS Journal editor
requested { share the information in those
posts via an article which | hope will foster

a better understanding of ivermectin and
the manner in which it is currently being
used by finch breeders. | do not profess fo
be an expert on the subject, but | hope that
i may provide some insigh#ful information.

ivermectin is a livestock drug labeled
and approved for use in a variety of animai
species; it is not labeled or approved for
use in birds. Howsver, it is commonly used
by veterinarians and many finch {and other
bird} hobbyists fo eliminate or control cer-
tain avian parasifes such as gir-sac mites.
scaley leg and face mites. feather mites,
and some intestinal worms. it works by
interfering with gammaaminobutyric acid
(GABA) which functions as a neurotrans-
mitier in some inveriebrates.  lvermectin
causes paralysis and death in certain
worms, mites, and lice by inlerrupting
nerve impulses.

Mammais {and presumably our birds}
avoid a simiar fate because ivermectin
does not readily penetrate their central
nervous system where GABA also fung-
tions as a neurofransmitter. Acelylcholine,
which is the principal neurctransmifter of
their peripheral nervous system, is unaf-
facted by ivermectin, moxidectin {Scatt)
works in a simifar manner.

Scatt {moxidectin} is iabeled for use in
birds; ivermectin is not.  Various formula-
tions of ivermectin manufactured by Meria
are avaiiable for use in catiie. swine, hors-
es. sheep. dogs. and cats. Merial's lvomec
Intection for Cattie and Swine is the formu-
iation which is most often used for finches
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and cananies. it is available without a
prescription at most #vestock stores. Use
of this product in birds s not in accordance
with its labeling; nor is it approved by any
reguiatory agency or Merial.

Bosage amounts of ivermectin and
frequency of administration recommenda-
tions for avian species appesar in muiliple
veterinary texts. These recommendations
vary somewhat (both in amount and fre-
guency) from one text to another so it's not
surprising that dosages used by veterinari-
ans and hohbyists are alse somewhat vari-
able. Such dosages may be empirical
(based on user's experiences and obser-
vations} or extrapolated {(based on the
assumption that & dose used in oOne
species might work i similady dosed in
another]. This assumption is not always a
correct one.

An empirical dose of ivermectin which
is commoniy used for finches and canaries
is 200 mocg. (micrograms} per kg. of body
weight applied topically. This is the same
dose that is approved for oral administra-
tion in horses and sheep and for injection
in cattle. It has perhaps been extrapoiated
from the doses uSed in those species.
Some recommend repeating this dose in 2
weeks: others recommend repeating this
dose once each week 10r 3 weeks andthen
repeating the weekly freatment cycie in
four months. Other recommendations
exist.

The ivomec Injection for Cattle and
Swine is a 1% solution. 1t contains 1%
ivermectin, so there is 1 gm. of ivermectin
in 100 ml. of solution. The solution con-
sists of glycerof formai and propylene gly-
col. One ml. of this injectable sclution con-
tains 10 mg. of ivermectin,

When the 1% Ilvomec injection for
Cattle and Swine is applied topically to
finches and canaries, most recommend
difuting # 1:10 with propylene giycol and
applying one drop of the diluted solution to
the bird's skin. Remembering that the 1%
injectabie solution contains 10 myg. of iver-
mectin per ml.. the 1:10 diluted solution
now contains 1 mg. of ivermectin per mi. i
20 drops are the equivalent of 1 mi.. each

drop of this dituted sofution contains 0.05
mmyy. of ivermectin,

The empirical topical dose (200 mcg.
per kg.} of ivermectin for a 39 gm. Canary
is 0.006 mg. If one drop of the 1:10 diluted
solistion containing 0.05 mg of ivermectin is
appiied to & 30 gm. Canary, the Canary
receives a dose which is 8.33 times the
empirical dose of 0.006 mg. The same
dose is routinely applied to finches who
weigh much less than canaries. This
resuits in their receiving a dose consider-
ably greater than 8.33 times the dose
which was empirically recommended.

Fortunately. ivermectin has shown a
wide margin of safety when used in other
species of animals for which its use has
been approved. |t also seems to enjoy a
wide margin of safety in most healthy finch-
8. Most of us know hobbyists who have
successiully applled the 1% ivomec
injectable for Catlle and Swine to their
Finches or canaries without difuting it. and
empirical doses higher than 200 mog. per
kg. of body weight appear in some veteri-
nary texts.

Most of us also know of hirds which
have died when treated with sither iver-
mectin or moxidectin {Scaft). Masses of
worms Killed by these drugs may biock the
intestines: masses of air-sac mites kifled by
these drugs may block air passages.
Extremely high doses which overcome the
blood-brain barrier's abifity to exclude
these dnugs from the central nervous sys-
tem may cause neurofoXicity. Undetected
infections and inflammatory processes
may alter the blood-brain barrier permiting
entry of the drug into the central rervous
systern. ivermectin and moxidectin (Scat)
are best used judiciously or not at a on
debilitated or # individuals.

A formuta for adding ivermectin to the
drinking water of Finches and canaries has
recently been circulating on the finch and
canary internet e-groups. | do not know
who formulated this dose so { will theorize
on the manner in which it may have been
deveioped.

The orai sheep dose of ivermectin and
the injectable cattte dose are both 200
mcy. per kg. of body weight. One might
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infer that oral administration of iver-
maectin in ruminanis favorably compares
with injectable administration.

The topical administration of iver-
mectin i cattle is 500 mcg. per kg. of body
weight. One might infer that 2.5 times the
oral andior systemic doses are required for
topical adminstration.

This formula recommends adding 4cc.
of ivermectin (presumably
the 1% vomec injection for
Catfle and Swine: to one
gallon of water. A quart is
963G ml.. which approxi-
mates 1 liter which is 10060
mi. 1 took the iberty of cal-
culating based on 1 ml. of
1% ivermactin in 1 H#er of
water. The drnking water
now contains 0.01 mg. of
ivermectin per mi.

My sources estimate

the water consumption of a 30 gm. canary
as 2 ml. per day. Assuming this is Correct,
the canary consumes 2 mi of drnking
water containing 0.01 mg. of ivermectin per
mi,  The canary received a total dose of
0.02 mg. of ivermectin. Remember that the
empirical topical dose for this bird is 0.006
mg. Therefore, the canary consumed a
dose which is 3.33 times the empirical top-
ical dose. If the canary bathes in the med-
icated water. additional drug wilf be
absorbed topically.

Assuming the 30 gm. canary did not
bathe in the water. the canary consumed
0.02 mg. of ivermectin. Had we applied the
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“...If the canary
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medicated water,
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1110 dilution of ivermectin topically. the
canary wouid have received 0.05 mg. of
wvermectin. Remembering the inferences
from the oral sheep, injectable cattie. and
topical catle doses, we theorized that 2.5
times the oral dose wouid be required top-
ically. Figuring in reverse. one could divide
the topical dose by 2.5 to obtain the the
oral dose, which is what { believe was done
here. Divide the canary's 0.05 mg. topical
dose by 2.5, and one
ohtaing 0.02 mg. which i
the same amount of drug
the canary consumed via
the drinking water.

| have never adminis-
tered ivermectin via the
drinking water to my birds.
My water containers are
large enough for the hirds to
bathe. Adding the dose
which the bird consumes
orally in this situation to the
dose which the bird may absorb topically
by bathing could exceed the drug’'s margin
of safety.

ivermectin and moxidectin (Scatt) are
useful drugs in aviculture. Fortunately.
they appear {o enjoy a wide margin of safe-
ty in most healthy finches and canaries, but
their use is not without risk. | hope | have
iefl you with a better understanding of the
method by which these drugs work and the
manner in which drug doses are some-
times formulated for species other than
those for which they are labeled and
approved.
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RARE FINCH & SOFTBILL PRICE LIST - FALL. 2003

Coming Soonti!! Please e-mail for availabslity and price.
Taking Orders now!

Austratian Finches
Cherry Finches
Diamond Firetails
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Owi Finches
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Sydney Waxbiiis

Barrotfinghes
Luting Blue-Faced Parrotfinches
Blue-Faced Parroffinches
Red Throated Parroffinches
Pintail Parrotfinches
Peaies Parroffinches
African Finches
Biack Cheeked Waxbills
Biue Capped Cordons
Dybowski's Twinspols
Swee Waxbhills
Red Faced Crimsonfinches
3t Mejenas

Asian

White Beliied Crimson Finches (Rare}
Strawberry Finches
Great Biled Munias (Rare)
Black Throated Munias (Rare)
Madagascar Munias {Rare}
Motuccan Munias
Japanese Societies (Large,
show guality)

Cuban Melodious

Bay Headed Tanagers
Blue Necked Tanagers
Green and Goid Tanagers
Paradise Tanagers
Turquoise Tanagers
Saffron Finches

Softbllis

Shama Thrushes
Greater Leafirds
Lesser Leafbirds

Dyal Thrushes

Possible Quantity Discounts Available

Jor Orders over 33000.60.
Please Inguire!!

WHI ship via airlines. Approximate cost is $99.5180. No USPS shipping.

Cashiers check or money order gladly sccepted.
Major credit cards accepted through Paypal.

Khanh Tran
3439 NE Sandy Bivd #303, Portland, Oregon 97006

503-836-6636 (E-Mail first before cafling)

khanhbatran@hotmail.com

www.avesrarus.com
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The Red Siskin Project

by Paula Hansen
** All Rights Reserved **

Male Red Siskin (Carduelis cuculiaia)

Photo Courtesy £3Fam Filipski

What is the Red Siskin?

The Venezuelan Black-hooded Red
Siskin, (Carduelfis cucuffata), is 4 inches in
length. The male has beautiful, visually
deep, rich vermilion {red) plumage on ifs
breast, belly and underdaé coveris. Red
also appears on the rump, upperdail
coverts, wing bars, and appears on the
back and neck, which blends to gray as it
tapers down the back. The head, chin,
throat, flight feathers. and tail are black.
White appears around the vent, under-
wing coveris, and legs. The aduit female
holds similar markings of the male with the
exception of the black hood. Red coloring
on the fermnale ondy appears on the upper
portion of the breast, and appears on the
wing bars, rump, and sometimes the
under-taii coverts. Juveniies are all gray

and begin {0 moll thelr plumage at 3-4
rmonths,  As the birds age, the red color
deepens. No color food is needed with
these birds. Their coloring never fadest
This is the reason they are so sought after
by canary fanciers. The red gene is bred
into canaries and used {0 enhance the
color and pass on the red factor io the
canary.

The Red Siskin is prolected by the
Venezuelan govermment and  the
international Trade of Endangered Spedies
(CITESY The United Siates Fish and
Wildlife considers our captive bred Siskins
protected also - including offspring or any
hybridized young. Any interstate sales
reugire that both selier and buyer must
hold captive breeding permits to purchase
these birds.
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This beautiful bird continues to be
trapped by the cage bird trade today. The
Red Siskin may yet becorne extinct in the
wild. One remaining isolated flock exists

Male Red Siskin
Photo Courtesy GRon Castaner

according to a recently published arficle in
the June issue of an ornithology rmagazine
called the AUK. The discovery was made
by 8raun and Mark Robbins of the
University of Kansas. The research is a
coliaboration betwesen the Smithsonian.
the University of Kansas, and the
University of Guyana.

What is the Red Siskin Project?

The Red Siskin Project {RSP) hag
een in existence since the 1970's under
the American Federation of Avicuiture's
ovearsight. Alter a turnover in Directors. the
RSP Is now managed as a consortiurn. It
is made up of private owners and volun-
teers who are experienced with this
Siskin's or sirilar passerine’s breeding and
husbandry. The consortium came together
to ensure this specie will be around in the
United States for future generations and
keep the birds pure. in order to accornplish
this task. aif birds are registerad with the
RSP Studhook Keeper, Dr. Orland Baker,
The studbook is & database called
S PARK.S. This database is used by the
Zootogical community, which records the
parentage, hatch. death, disease, transfers
of ownership, and assigns each bird a
studbook identification number. The stud-
book keeper is able fo extract inbreeding

percentile which is a tool used in pairing
the birds and ensuring stronger gene pair-
ings in order fo not weaken the bloodlines.
Ad our birds are closed banded in order to
lessen the chances of pairing up too close-
ly related birds. Each braeder in the RSP is
required to call. mail or e-mail the studbook
kesper with all needed data.

Why would a breeder get invoived?

Only half the offspring of the project's
initial pairs will be moved to another breed-
er. The other half wilt become the property
of the breeder. Any private breeder who
giready has Red Sisking can join the proj-
ect. They must register their flock in our
studbook and enjoy the benefits of the
RS in return, they are expected to trade
the RSE's breeders.

RSP also has a private Yahoo group.
This group 5 exclusively for the RSP
breaders, volunteers, board members, and

Mafe Red Siskin
Photo Courtesy ©Ron Castaner

director. Comrnunication on the internet
was established to strengthen better flow
of information and sharing techniques. and
most irnportant, help.

Why give half to the breeder?

The vaiue of "ownership” will encour-
age the breeders to invest more and fake
pride in managing both their flogk and the
Project’s half. This was not an option i the
past. Acompletely different atiitude comes
infto play when ownership becornes the
incentive. It also allows an opportunity for
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Jeieaial ef e Natfouel Finch s Soithill Socio:

Red Siskin Babies  Photos Courtesy OPam Filipski

Young Red Siskins {Fiedgling Male on the ieft - Young Adult Male on the right)

Fhotos Courtesy ©Fam Filipski

the breeder to recoup out-of-pockat
expenses for supples and transferring
birds back to the next RSP breeder,
Providing the breeder an opporiunity to
build their own flock and use the project's
resources for ongoing support and ned-
working. These tools and ownership will
provide better outcomes for future genera-
tions.

What types of problems
has the RSP had?

As with any breeding program - or just
breeding birds of any type - you have dis-
ease, injuries, and accidents, as well as
people coming and going. The RSP had
mandatory necropsies of all deaths
because aff the birds Delonged to the RS#

This pointed to AFA for ligbility, The idea
was what it was, and initially a good one
untd Avian TE happened. Siress, over-
crowding, and lack of education may have
added to those problems of the past. This
voiatie disease can wipe out an breeder's
entire flock.

The birds that tested positive were not
moved and are not avaliable to breed with
heaithy birds. Most of these birds are now
gone. This brought the project to a halt for
a few years.

Where is the RSP heading now?

Today's breeders are able to manage
better with avadable products and make
better choices and decisions when modify-
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ing their husbandry skills. Project breeders
can still fest for Avian T.H. when they fall
suspect and at the breeder’s expense. We
do have a few healthy fiocks and wlil be
working with these birds again this year.
There are the risks of managing birds of
any type. it is imperative for any person
breeding any type{s) of hird to test any sus-
pect sick birds and avoid any type of over-
crowding and unsightly housing. Cover
crowding, filth, fack of exercise, and bad
nutrition are all makings of trouble.
Quarantining newly introduced birds
shouid always be any person's breeding
scheduled husbandry. This cannot be
emphasized enough.

RSP has three zoos interested in
obtaining birds for their exhibits - El Paso,
Texas Zoo;, Prospect Zoo, New York; and
Dallas Zoo, Texas.

What are the RSP goals?
Red Siskin Project Goals:

To create a sustaining, healthy, cap-
tive population of red siskins within
the L1.5. + eventuaily make avaitable {0
the bird frade in the US.

Support conservation efforts and
scientific studies In the wild,

Share with bird clubs information on
breeding with existing birds within the
8.

Promote and encourage other con-

sortium exchanges with other species
no longer being imported.

The project is presently searching for
unreiated bloodiines to pair with our exist-
ing flock. The RSP is also in need of funds
to move and purchase fresh bloodiines.
Those who have Red Siskins or interested
in providing sponsorship or donations are
asked {0 contact the Project.

AFA Office
P.O. Box 7312,
N. Kansas Chy, MO 64116,
{816) 421 - BIRD,
Email: afaofice@aol.com

Qr

Paula Hansen, Director,
Red Siskin Project
{503} 581-8208 (evenings P8T)
Email: phhansen@earthiink net

The Red Siskin Project encourages
bird clubs, commercial, privaie companies,
and merchants to join us and sponsor
these beautiful birds in order 10 successful-
ty continue breeding and sustaining the
RSP or other ke consortiums  in United
States. Confribufions are recognized by
the Internal Revenue Service. You must
state that you want your funds to be farget-
ed to suppost the Red Siskin Project (RSP).
You will receive a written acknowiedgment
from the AFA office for your donation and a
gift CD which contains pictures of existing
breading siskins now in our project.

Moving??

Don’t forget to take NFSS with you!
Please notify NFSS Membership Director, Martie
Lauster of your new address.

mlauster@rochester.rr.com
4581 Lincoln Rd, Macedon, NY 14502
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A for the breeders

evel thing in our aviary
as fo be the best.

" We trust Quality Cages,
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Divided Breeder Cages

The “Gold Standard” of divided breeder cages!
Three sizes available. Comes with both wire and metal
cage dividers. Easily converts (o a flight cage. Flip
screen secures birds inside when tray is ouf; trays re-
move independently. Available in natural galvanized,
or, white or black powder coat finishes. Can be stacked
on optional welded stand. Fally Assembled.

Quality Breeding Cages
Another favorite of breeders! These cages have two
spring-toaded seed cup doors, a perch and two seed cups
included. They are shipped fully assembied, and are avail-
able galvanized, or powder coated in white or black (as
shown in photo). Shown on optional stand.

Flight Cages
Quality Cage is famous for flight cages in many
sizes. Custom orders? No problem. Cages can be
stacked. Fulty Assembled.

With so many sizes and styles now
available, call for a new catalog!

Quality Cage Company
594'21;} KT Ave., Portland, OR 97266
f;{;i) double- LQF!Q—!EfE Rokled_. hemmed 0 l i igg(e}% )( gggz 276602';2336
clipp g}a comers. heat-treated edges for safety SR RA

fo smooth-  lafches and & easy cleaning. WWW.q ua ‘ ltycage.COm

fnished edges.  springs.

Why Quality Cages are hetter ...
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Skipio’s™
Insectile Aviary Supplements o
Live and Processed Inseets (Musca domestica) Since 1976 .0

w Fhaesy b

SoyaMusca™
Soy concentrate, M. domestica. Spirulina. Cadciuny: sprinkie fruits and vegetubles.
toraly pablam. bake in or powder egg breads. add to nectars or gels: not a “stand
alone”
One pound. $15.65 and 5 pounds . $49.95

OvaMusca™
Dried whole egg. egg white. M. domestica. Spiratina. Calcium: use in egg breads
or to fortify pablams. Not “stand «lone™ o for sprinkling on wet vegetubles. fruit.
One pound. $20.95 and 5 pounds . $59.95
Bug’Mmms™
Putted miltet & liquified M. domestica: Our newest product is dehydrated |, putted
grain forsified with insect to 18%: protein - casy to use. Just mix with other seed.
12 ounce bag $19.95
Skipio’s™ Egg Meal
Ground millet, canary. egg. soy, M. domestica. spirulina. aniseed: Use moist or
dry us breeding conditioner and baby tood. High protein und high tiber for
intestinal motility.
Oue pound, $12.95 and 5 pounds . $39.95
Skipio’s™ Finch Breeder Mix
Ground mitet, canary, egg, soy, M. domestica, thax. alfalfa. spirulina, aniseed:
High protein, high fiber. high insect. Feed to world’s tinches through courtship
and breeding.
One pound. $13.85 and 5 pounds, $44.95
Skipio’s™ Softbill Maintenance Mix
Ground millet, dried apple. suet. M. domestica. soy. whey, Calcium. Spirdlina:
Great tor Starlings, Pekins. thrushes. bulbuls and many other soltbiils.
One pound $14.95 and 5 pounds $49.95
Skipio’s™ Fruit and Insect Mix
Dried upples. M. domestica and Spirutima Birds benefit tfrom fruit sugars and fiber
plas insect derived proteins and fags.
One pound. $13.95 and 5 pounds. $44.93
Dried Musca domestica Larvae
Whole or ground. 4 ounces. $19.95. and One pound $49.95
Whole Dried Masca domestica Pupae
4 ounces $24.93 and One pound. $36.95

LIVE Musca domestica Pupae
{p o one pousnd: $6.50 per order plus $2.50 per ounce:
mininem order fwo ousnces.

AdL retsil prives clade postage in USAL We sceept major cards, checks, MO and Paypal.
OREGON FEEDER INSECTS CORPORATION
2.0 Box Ti4 Tillamook. Oregon 97141-6714 USA  Ph: 503.842.5988
elasii: skipio@uoregoncoast.com web site: htgp/fwww.skipio.com/
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Scaly Breasted'r

Munia

(Lonchura punctulata)

By Mark Shipway
“* All Rights Reserved **

Scaiey Breasted Munia or Spice Finch (Lonchura puncinlata punctuiaia)
Phoio Courtesy ©Rov Beckham

S0 you haven’t heard this name
hefore! Hs aciually the ormithologicat name
of the Spice Finch which is realy a munia,
of course. | have {0 “spice” up the heading
to draw your interest as discussions of this
bird usually makes the reader turn the
page....but wailt read ontt As my prefer-
ence is for munias | often ponder af their
marketting problem, ie no bright colours
and plain sounds, however, | assure you
that there is much !0 learn from this class
of bird. in this article | will be discussing
the various subspecies of the Scaly
Breasted Munia, thelr history and where
they can be found.

Whilst there have been g few foreign
finch species esiabiish themselves in
Austrafia's unique environment for a period
of time, it appears that the Scaly Breastaed
Munia, has been the most successful so
far. In fact they are so successtul that their
invasion threatens the long term survival of
the Chesinut Breasted Murda. [ remember
the abundant flocks of Chestnuts that lived
o5 the banks of the Nerang River on the
Gold Coast in the Early to mid 1980's but
by the mid 1990's when | visited the area
again ail | could find were Scaly Breasted
Munias and today it is the same. H it could
happen there # could happen anywhere.
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When did you last see a wild Chestnut
Breasted Munia? Curiously, ornithologicat
literature has, to dale, paid little altention to
this threat. Whilst they may be a problem in
the wid, they are no threat o other finches
in captivity, and are on the contrary, a plea-
sureable co-habitant.

Undike any other finch in Australian
Aviculture, its survival in our aviaries owes
itself to those few escapees all those years
age. Had i not established itself in the
wild here and been legally captured since,
it undoubtedly would have gone down the
same #nes as the Bronze-wing Mannikin,
indian Silverbit and the Grey Headed
Munia except that the Scaly Breasted
Munia would have probably gone first,

This species is also remarkable in that
it is the most widespread Asian munia with
at teast 12 races and possibly more as fur-
ther research is undertaken. A brief
desceiption of these subspecies is as fol-
tows:

Panctilata

From india and Nepal. This race is
regarded as the most attractive as it is red-
dish brown (rather than plain brown} with
dark, squared and well defined belly flecks,
a biack bili, variable stations on the hack
and the only race with orange upper-tail
coverts. § have found that this race is usu-
ally the sublect in photographs taken of
Scaly Breasted Munias in Europe {see an
example in Marrman et ai, All About Finches
TFH, p.92, 1978, and for a better shot
Vrignds M F, The MacDonald Encyclopedia
of Cage and Aviary Birds, Plate 59}. | have
seen this race in the wild in india feeding
near nesting Yellow Crowned and Baya
Weavers and Red Strawberry Finches.

There is evidence that this race was
probably imported inte Austraiia prior to the
ban. In such a case it would probably have
bean added to shipments of T Coloured
Munias {fonchura mailacca malaccal to
make up the numbers. This is not the race
which established itself in the wiid here and
whilst it is attractive in itself # would not
have alfracted atiention against competing

species and consequently has probably
died cut. CTheck your aviaries for reddish
brown birds.

Subunduiata

From Bangladesh, northern Myanmar
and Scuth West China. This race is like
the above race but with upper tail coverts,
olive-yellow and less varnable striations on
the neck and back. It is very uniikely that
this race has been the subject of avicuiiure
given the political nature of the countries in
which it is found.

Yunnanensis

From a very imited area encompass-
ing the northern tip of Thailand and
Southern China.  This race has “warm
straw” uppertail coverts and has probably
never been exported from its range.

Topela

From Scuth East China, Talwan,
Vietnam, laos, Cambodia, most of
Thailand and the northern tip of Peninsula
Mataysia. This race exists in feral popula-
tions on the east coast of Australia and
woud appear to be the race in cur aviaries.
it is distinguished by its olive-yellow upper
taif coverts and poorly patierned belly
flecks. | have seen this bird on the Mekong
river at Vientiane, Laos, and on the Nerang
River, Gold Coast, Australia, in captivity at
the Hanoi bird markets and in Austraiian
aviaries. It was prohably imported fogeth-
ar with Black Headed Munias, as current
evidence would suggest that our aviary
Black Headed Munias were from Thailand
{prcbably race sinensis). Race fopela has
ais¢ been introduced by man into Hawail,
Mauritius and Reunion.

Restali (1998} poinis out that an
excellent photograph of this race is in
Readers Digest Book of Australian Birds
{(1976). A pair can also be seen at page
411 of Russell Kingston's Complete
Manual for the Keeping and Breeding of
Finches, 1994,

Whilst it has now been accepted that
the Scaly Breasted Muniz has played no
part inn the ancestry of the Bengalese, i it
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were so. then it is this race which would he
the most fkely confributor.

Cabanisi

From Phillipines etc. This bird is unique
in that the bill is all grey up their second
year. after which , the upper manidible
darkens. i has cream underparts and yel-
low uppertalt coverts. Since Green-faced
and Red Coliared Parrot Finches. the true
White Bellied and Biack Meaded Munia
{race jagori}, are very rarely seen outside
the Phitlipines. { think it would be safe to
assume that this race has never been kept
in Australian aviaries and may aiso be
absent from European collections,

{ recall that | was recenily reading a
European publication on Finches from the
196(¢'s and noted a photograph of a pair of
White Rumped Munias or Self Bengalese
{which are virtually the same thing} which
were described incorrectly as "Phillipine
Nutmeg or Spice Finches”. The error
aside. it indicates a familiarity with the
Secaly Breasted Munias from the Phillipines
which suggests that they may have been
exported from that country afterall.

Baweana

Restricted to the small istand of Bawean
in indonesia, North of Java and South of
Singapore. #t is distinguished by #s white
underparis and having a grey lower
mandible. Nothing else seems to be
known about this race.

Frelensis

Sumatra and Peninsuta Malaysia and
recently inhabited Singapore. This race is
distinguished by s two tone bift colour
{grey below. black above} and pale straw
uppertail coverts. it is distinguished from
race nisorig by the striations on #s neck
and back. particidarly on those from penin-
sula Maiaysia. They can be seen in the bird
markets i Kuala Lumper and I've seen in
the wild in the grass fields in Malaka city.
and at Bukitinggi. Sumatra. The January
20060 Finch News edition on page 5 shows
a curious photograph of a “Spice Finch”
which | intially took as being of race niso-

rig. Howsver, on closer sxamination. the
striations on s cheeks and nape indicate
that it may be of race frelensis or be a
hybrid of the two or others. in either case.
if this photograph was taken in Australia
{which { suspect it wasn't), #'s clear evi-
dence that a race other than fopela sur-
vives in our aviaries.

Holmesi

Restali named Hhis race as recently as
1995. it is from Southern Bomneo and littie
is written about it at the present time. itis
distinguished by being the only race with
ans alf grey bifl. though the upper mandibie
is slightly darker grey. From Restall's
(1996} sketches. #s belly flecks appear to
be similar t0 race punciulata.

Nisoria

From Java. Bali and Lombok. This
race has a two tone bill ¢olour. biack
above, grey below, has warm siraw upper
tail coverts and has no siriations on ifs
back or nape. it belly fiecks are more ke
those of race punciulata than fopefa. itis
abundant around Kuta Beach in Bali as it
can be seen swarming in huge flocks to
rest in the palm trees by the beach at dusk.
# reguiarly nests in frees in the gardens
around Bali and on the rice fields around
Ubud.

An ideal photograph of this race is the
hird {which appears most naturaily
coloured) just right of centre at page 414 of
Russell Kingston's Complete Manual..
{1984}, Note the lack of striations on the
cheek and nape when compared {o the
photograph at page 5 of January 2000
Finch News, Further, note the bill colour
and belly fiecks when both of these phot-
graphs are compared fo the photgraph of
race lopefa on page 411 of Russelis
Complete Manual...

It is very Hkely that this race was
imporied into Australia with White Headed
and Javan munias and Java Sparrows
many decades ago. It just so happens that
it was not this race which established itseif
ir the wild in Queensiand, so it is wlikely
that it survived the popularity contest. itis
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possible though that some stift exist here
$0 you should check your birds. The sure
giveaway will be the two lone bill colour
and the lack of striations on the nape and
hack.

Fortior

This race occurs only on Sumbawa. |
have been fortunate fo be one of the few
pecple {o have seen this race in the wild
and in captivity both on the island when |
was there in 1898. |t is distinguishable
from the above race by ifs striations on the
neck and nape and #s cream belly flanks
and ventral area. Probably never seen out-
side indonesia,

Sumbae

This race occurs only on the rarely
visited island of Sumba near Timor. Whilst !
was on this island t did not happen fo see
this race. 1§ is the only race with warm-
olive uppertat coverts. ¥ is otherwise sim-
ilar to nisoria. Probably never seen outside
indonesia.

Particeps

From Sulawesi. Whiist | have travetied
all throughout this island t have not been
fortunate to see this race. 1t apparently has

more yellow on its uppertaif coverts than
the above race and has siriations on Hs
nape and neck. There is a small possibili-
ty it has been exported to Europe possibly
amongst shipments of Pale Headed
Munias and Moluccan Munias but exist in
Australia, as far as | am aware.

Blasii

From Timor, Flores and Tanimbar
istands. The belly Secks would appear to
axtend to the undertail coverts in this race.
i has no striafions, cream underparts and
yelow uipperiail coverts.

Conchusion

in light of the information above, take &
look at your "Spice Finches” and if they
don’t conform to the fopeia race, well you
might have sormething special. I'd also like
to know, so please write in.

References:

Kingston R "A Complete Manual for the
Keeping and Breeding og Finched
indruss, 1998

Restall. R . Munias and Marmikins, 19986,
Pica.

biue on the intenor”

Update to Proposed
NFSS General Standard

As a result of commenis recelvad from the NFSS membership this summer, this
change fo the Proposed NFSS Generat Standard {published for your and comment
in the May/June 2003 issue of "The NFSS Journal™) is submitted here for your con-
sideration. Please contact NFSS Judges Panel Director Martha Wigmore this month
with your feedback. And my thanks to you, in advance!

in the "Presention” section of DEPORTMENT AND PRESENTATION in the Proposed
Standard, the last sentence in the third paragraph will be changed to read as follows:

"Box cages should be biack or white on the culside and white, off-while or powder




rhe SUpENKOrm Farm, jne

Your source for tasty mealworms,
superworms and crickets for your

finches and softbills.
F0% off of your first order with the mention ol this ad.

Visit us on the web at
www.superwormfarm.com
The Superworm Farm, Inc.

PO Box 25
Kempton, PA 19529
Telephone: 866-844-9676
Fax: 610-756-3486
E-Mail: info @superwormfarm.com
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Showtime in Biloxi

By Ginny Allen

Gine of the most exciting aspecis
of being Liaison Oficer of NFSS is hav-
ing the opporfunity to work with groups
either trying to organize clubs or plan
shows. Early this spring. | received a calt
from Jo Reaves of the National Cockatiet
Society. She said that a club in
Misgissippt was having a show at the
imperiai Casino in Biioxd, MS on May 17
and thought NFSS might be interested in
staging a Finch/Softbill Division. Dusing
the next few weeks. emails were flying
between Alabama and Mississippi and
NFSS had a new affiliate.

The South Mississippt Cage Bird
Society had heid very successful fairs for
fifteen years, but had never staged a
show. When they were abie to secure
the fantastic venue of the imperial
Palace Casino with its farge convention
space for their fair, they knew they aiso
had room for a show. It doesn't take long
for news o travel and by mid-Apsil,
NFSS. NCS, NAPS, and ABS were plan-
ning sanctioned shows. Their firs ven-
ture into hosting a show was a resound-
ing success! What a wonderful group of
peopie...anxious to isarn and anxious to
continue with this f{radition. Kim
Dunaway and Joyce Webb could not
have done more for the groups.

Not only had the SMCBS not
hekl a show. hut few members had ever
participated in one or even been to
shows. They just knew they had the
furds and the space to begin the show
tradition. At this point. they turned all the
details over {0 each of the species
groups who made all arrangements for
the individual divisions.

NCS and the ABS had show
henches...... NFSS did not. Howaever,
quick emails to the Guif South Bird Club
of Houma, LA and the Canary and Finch
Club of New Orleans and we had a show
bench! We were in business.. ... we
thought. What we didn't realize was that
NFSS needed to provide show tags and
registration forms. Ooops..... but the
NCS came to our rescue for show tags
and we used a iegal pad for registration
of birds. { did have secretary sheeis for
NFSS preprinted and v the secretary
bhook. The club had ordered a set of
rosettes but | had to get class stickers
from NCS.

Judging the 80 entries wag Cecil
Gunby who spent a great deai of time
informing the gallery of the various
species, judging points, and general
information about finches and sofibills.
The galiery was large and really appreci-
ated his efforis. it was definitely
Avicuiture 101 in its entirety.

Cecit had volunteered to judge
parrots for NAPS afier the NFSS divigion
finished. The awards were there but no
registration forms, etc. and no secretary.
{ learned very quickly about the worid of
exhibiting parrols and ali their various
divisions. | can honestly say that our sys-
tem: is easier.

i doubt that § need to mention that
the venue provided fots of non-hird
entertainment. i is safe {0 say that
everyone who atiended the SMCBS
Spring show plans on being in Biloxi
again for next years show!
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FALL 2003 Finch/Softbill List

Floyd Barnett, College Park, Georgia, 404-768-0697
Shipping Available -10% discount for NFSS Members

Purple Grenadier. . ......... $300.90/pr Fawr-Breasted Waxbill ... . .. $150.00/pr
Red-Headed Finch ......... $100.00/pr Blue-Faced Parrot Finch ... .. $225.00/pr
Blue.capped Cordon Bleu . .. .$100.00/pr Red-Faced Parrot Finch . ... .. $£250.00/pr
Blue-breasted {ordon Bleu .. .$100.00/pr ParsonFinch . ............ $180.00/pr
Peter's Twinspot ........... $180.00/pr Fawn Parson.............. $200.00/ps
Star Finch Red-Face ........ $110.00/pr Cuban Melodious .......... $300.00/pr

Yellow-Face ... .. .. $130.00/pr Diamond Fretail .. ......... $180.00/pr
Red Munia (Strawberry} ... .. $100.00/pr Silver Diamond Firefail ... ... $600.00/pr
Forbes Parrot Finch ...... .. $350.00/pr (hestnut Breasted Mannikin . .$150.00/pr
Sidney Waxbdl ......... ... $280.00/pr Zardbar Weaver . ............ $69.00/pr
QulFinch ... ... ... ... $190.00/pr Masked Weaver ............. $69.00/pr
Yeliow-Belied Waxbill {Swee} .$100.00/pr Golden Weaver ............. $75.00/pr
Giant Green Singer ....... .. $120.00/pr Cardinai Quelea ............ $5G.00/pr
GreySinger .............. $120.00/pr Crimson Rumped Waxbill ... ... $40.00/pr
Masked Grass Finch ... ... .. $260.00/pr Abyssinian (rimsonwing ... .. $100.00/pr
Grey-Headed Silverbifl . .. . . .. $100.00/pr Gouldian finch ............ $150.00/pr
Silverbilf .................. $50.00/pr White Breasted ... ...... $200.00/pr
Scaly Crown Weaver ......... $80.00/pr Oriole Finch .. ............ $250.00/pr
Gold-Breasted Bunting ... ... $140.00/pr Pintail Nor: Parief Parrot Finch $150.00/pr
Red-Face (rimson Wing .. .. .. $120.00/pr Yeliow Fingail ............. $25G.00/pr
CherryFinch . ............. $140.00/pr Superb Starling ... ......... $600.00/pr
Fawn Cherry Finch ...... ... $180.00/pr Wattled Starling ........... $400.00/pr
Shaftadl Finch ... ... ... .. $110.00/pr Blue-Eared Starling . ... ... .. $500.00/pr
isabel Shaft-taif ........... $180.00/pr Gold-Breasted Starling ... ... $800.00/pr
White Shaft-tail ............ $240.00/pr

Coming Attractions

Leafbirds, Hardwick, Greater, Lesser, Golden-{rested Mynahs. Crimson Blood,
Fairy Bluebirds. Honeycreepers, Tanagers, Fire Finches.

Call for price and availability

Live Delivery Guaranteed.
Prices subject to change due fo changing world market. avaifability.
Payment by bank check. postal money order. Orders sent USPS, Airlines.
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" .On the NFSS 2002/2003

Census Report

The NFSS 2002/2003 Census Reporr generated much discission on the NFSS FinchiSofibill
Forum.  Since not evervone participates on this forum, we thought vou would be interested in
reading the comments and ideas. If vou have aecess 1o a compuier and are not ¢ part of the
Foram. please join us! hitpriigroups.yahoo.com/group/NFSS/ Hope 1o see vou therel

| received my 2003 census in the mail today.
Great job! I'm really impressed by the effort
they put out to get i published.

However. | was disappointed in the number
of people who are raising Parson finches. |
knew our numbers were limited. but the turm-
out was WAY iower than | expected.

Lisa MEller, New Jersey

i just received my Census today and | just
wanted fo say "Weli Donel” The #me.
effort and thought that went into this really
shows. Thank you,

Candice Cranmore, Ohio

Well, Yea! Excellent job Kerrd. Hamry, Martie,
et al. The labor of love is very evident in this
important work. Singularly superiative.
Thank you for your dedication.

Clint and Cathy Harris, Texas

Here! Here! Now that is what an NFSS
Census should look tke! Excellent job!

Randy Taylor, Texas

Yes. Randy...some folks are really working
hard and need to be acknowiedged.

Someone mentioned how disheartened he
or she was to see so few people breeding
Parson's finches. This person made it sound
ke only two or three peopie total In al of
{18, were breeding Parson's. | suspect this
person knows otherwise. since in reafity. of
course, there are more peopie breeding
Parson's than are listed. and some of those
folks may be NF3S and Finch Save mem-
bers.

The only thing that disheartened me was the
iow turn out of submitters. | look forward to

the day when we have tumned the stats
around. Rather than the mere 14% of NFSS
rmembers participating in Finch Save: fd like
to see that drop to 14% who are not partici-
pating. Then we have something to really
sink our teeth into.

Nongtheless. such a fow turmn-out only goes
to show how dedicated and hopefut the vol-
upteer organizers truly are.

Rasgpberry, Oregon

Yes, Harry. Kerri and Martie did an excellent
job. | applaud them! Each participant also
deserves a big ‘thank you'. You are right
about the low nurnber of aviculluralists par-
ticipgting in the Census.  befieve that this
turnout is oniy a fraction of the numbers
actually keeping and breeding finches and
sofibilis. Hopefully in subsequent years,
there will be more pardicipation. itis disheart-
ening that birds once found in fairly large
numbers are now so poorly represented.
Actually. each one of us {aviculturalisty has a
responsibility to atternpt to ralze as many
birds as we can from the species that we
have in our possession. Adverdising thisis a
different matter, however. | know of some
enthusiasts that have had bad experiences
in losing birds to thieves when they had
advertised their birds and gave out tog much
information about their addresses. The way
that the Census and FSS handies that is to
iet each declde what information is released
in the Census. | think that once some non-
participants reakze this that there may be
more participation in coming years.

Randy Yaylor, Texas

Raspbeny is/was corect: It was really a
statement, o witt “disappointing to note]
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how few people who breed Parsons took
past in the census.” Many Parsons breeders
have not taken pat, for sure.

Raspberry is correct in making the goal to
get more participation by VOLUNTEERS
who understand how it benefits everyone to
parficipate. Itis equally important to note that
not everyone joins NFSS to pardicipate in a
census, and must, on their own, see some
henefit for them by participating. Perhaps, #
the person looking for diverse Parsons
would write a paragraph or two on how his
birds 'suffer’ because of the iack of contact
with other breeders, other Parson people
might then participate in order to heip ther-
seives.

Whatever we do, as "interested people’, we
can not ever cause someone to feel 'wrong'
for not participating because they are busy
raising chiidren, shoveling snow, taking care
of an aged muother, and working 60 hours a
week to rmake a Bving io buy bird sesd et al.
-Parsons {or any Finch} being asked to take
a back seat for time. at this time. Remember,
this was the first published census in over
two years. That is & 100 percent improve-
ment over last year.

Vince Huntington, California

ik was rmy post about the iow furm-out of
Parson's breeders. You hit the nail on the
head - my assurnption is that there are a lot
more breeders who didn't register. The intent
of my post was to try {0 coax these fotkks out
of hiding. We need their bloodiines. Some
paople think that you have to be an "active”
breeder to get in the census. In reality, even
if you're not currently breeding your birds,
but just have a pair or two for your own
enjoyment, we sti# need those numbers.
Ancther breeder might be interested in buy-
ing or frading for your birds to expand blood-
fines, or even considering ioaning your birds
to a breeder for a season or fwo just to get
the offspring. Zoos do this a lot to keep the
gene pool viable.

Lisa Milier, New Jersey

HEY | was very impressed with the census
report. it made my day.... plus. A job very
weli done. Thanis alf |1

Ray Slemok, Pennsylvania

Lots Of data and iots and lots of data entry.
Good iea puiting the election baliot in with
this annuat railing.

One question though. A census is a count.
What happened to all the numbaers that we
painstakingly collected? How can one deter-
raine how well a spacies is established with-
out figures indicating a total number? I'm not
advocating that a total hesile each individuat
be placed, but for the species as a whole.
Perhaps indicating if the birds are part of a
breeding program next to the individual {it
was the last question on the census). is
there a reason that the figures were nol
inchxled?

Also, | have discussed this with some, but
wonder how others feel about the way that
mutations are handled? Gouldians have
over four pages listed parlly because neary
every possible combination of mutation is
listed. [3o others actually feel this is of value?
§ would list only the mutations in order of rar-
ity and mernbers pick only one category to
piace the bird. S0 a White breasted, Biue
back gouddian would be placed in the Blue-
back columss, and not the White breasted
column. Also, show type birds shouid not be
listed separately. Gray Zebra and English
Gray are meaningless classifications.

What do others think?

p.s. | stifl admire al the long hours of work by
Hamy and Martie and any others who partic-
ipated on the project.

Roy 8Seckham, California

{ have not gotfen my census yet and am
beginning to wonder if | am since lots
of people in my area already have had theirs
awhite. | did get {o hear about it and won-
dered why the guestions were asked as far
as if a species was in a breeding program Or
not if the responses were not golng to be list-
ed in the census. To me that creates alot of
potential wasted time possibly calling some-
ong only to find out they are NOT breeding
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the species you want. Also, we had io list the
number we had of each species. why are no
totals shown anywhere as mentioned above
inn Roy's post?

Janis Ciark, Ohio

While totaf number of birds is valuable to
know. knowiryg how many of those birds are
actively contributing to the captive gene pool
is also important. How can one determing
how well.

Simplifying the terms a bit with species that
have mutations {Jebs. societies, and goul-
dians, mainly} may make ¥ easier to gather
more data on non-mutation species of finch-
es where there is more immediate danger of
irreparable damage.

And while these things are valuable sugges-
tions. # 2l takes work and | am just glad to get
what we have.

Raspberry, Oregon

The reason for doing the Census is to get
some king of an idea of how many of
what specles people are working with. By
having this information FSS can push fo
have those species that are lacking to be rep-
resented in ifs program, along with
setting up Consortiums for them.. As impor-
tant as FS8. is Randy's emai about .. for ali
species of softbills and #nches. "Species
Profiles and Husbandry Guide-ines for each
specie” for alt species of sofibilis and fnches.
From my view we should not be separating
any birds by mutation, unless the mutation is:

1. dominant
2. oocurs paturally in the wild {such as the
goulds head color)......

| am glad to see the census is making every-
one think........... My02 worth......

Roland Cristo, California

b have to also agree with some of this.
Atthough | also appreciate all the time and
effort that went into this project and this is not
a criticiem, just my thoughts.

i don't see why al the diferent categories of
gouids, it was crazy. the goulds should have
only had & few catagories. kke normals,
biues, yeillows. if more have to be added

they sholid be thought out welt because foo
rich is just too much. | aimost didn't even fil
out the census just because of this one fac-
tor. Much more importantly than amounts of
each mulation woukl be are you seriously
breading a certain species or mutation. Like
with goulds. a person may have tons of
mutations that they breed. but at any given
time they will only have certain ones so you
wiil stili have to make fots of contacts to fing
what you are looking for.

The same could be said for some other com-

mon species fike the societies and zebs.

Wedl, something to consider anyway for next

time is to simplify. simpdify. simplify. Thanks.
Betli Fietcher, New Jersey

'm one of those that didn't il out the census,
and that was mainly due to all the bresk
down in goulds, societies and zebs. Also, if §
hadnt goiten babies from them. bke my
goulds, star and ow! pair, andg OC's. | didnt
feel | would contribute anything to the cen-
sus. | vow o do better this year and fill it cut,
aven if { don't have babies from them.

We received the Census foday....
My hats off to those people who worked on
the FSS program this year.... THEY ALL

With all the members participating nexd year
it should even belier.......

Roland Cristo, California

i do not agree with thoughts to “simplify the
census ref Gouid's’ without the census
‘workers” getting together to decide what
simplify” means. fve yet to meet two people
within NFSS who are In fo birgs for the same
exact reason. What might be one person’s
‘simpiify’ couid be some one else’s rejection.

Vince Huntington, California

Parhaps there could be a column for total
goulds {total societies and total zebs) and
then the breakdown. That way those with
hundreds of birds that st cannot justify
going around breaking down all those birds
by head. chest and body color can choose to
pit the total. Or even total of the 3 head col-



September Ocober. 2003

47

ors. the 3 chest colors and the 4 main body
cotors without having to subtolal individual
combos.

Of course the census workers have to
decide how fo orgenize the census just
like they did this year. but update # fo reflect
recormmendations of the group as a whole. A
group is only as good as its members.

Betti Fletcher, New Jersey

Can someone explain fo me why the census

lists a% the Gouldian color morphimuta-
tions?? s their concem over their captive
management? Seems a great deal depends
on ihe genetics of the birds..that is the cob
oration of the adults may not indicate the
coler of the young as it depends what ifs past
lineage had....} am not saying its not & good
idea to list them just want to know why.

Roy. You're right. a census is a count. What
NFSS has always reported a5 & "census” is
not & census. it is an informational "survey”.
it reports nothing more than “who has what™.
i beifieve the first few may have actually pro-
vided the grand tofal of all birds {allied. but
counts of individual species have never been
reporied.

Each year we are expecled to count the
number of males, females, and unsexed of
each species and/or color mutation. Why? I
al that's ever going to be reported is "who
has what", we could all sit on the couch and
placed a check mark next to each species
andfor color mutation that we own. it sure
would be a ot easier. and the end resuit
wouid be the same.

After voicing criticisms of all previous census
which requested information and counts
which were never shared or published. | was
assured that this would not be the case with
the current census. Unfortunately, & was.

i believe participation would increase if
results weare fumished only {o those who par-
ticipate. Non-particpating members should
pay $5.00 if they wish a copy. This would off-
set the costs of printing and mafiing.

Regarding your comments on gouldian and
zebra mutations, perhaps check marks

would suffice for common species such as
gouldians. zebras. and societies where
many color mutations exist. Actual numbers
could be recorded for all other species. This
woulki greatly simplify the tabulation process
and provide meaningful counts of those
species which are less commonly kept and
bred.

s undoubtedly a huge amount of work
which is performed on a voluntary basis.
Perhaps in the future # should be performed
by & census commitiee so that the tabulation
work may be divided among many. i reslize
that it may not sound ke ¥ but | do greatiy
appreciate the incredible amount of work
parformed by $ose who provided this one.

it's nice to know “who has what”. but it's not
a census.

Larry Baum, Ohio

i fike the idea of checking off what species
and mutations we breed and leaving out the
axact number count. If numbers are impor-
tant, we could even check boxes o give an
average - Like less than 5 birds, 5-19 birds.
5-10 pairs. more than 10 pairs.

Raspberry, Dregon

For me. the advantage of seeing mutations
fisted is that # helps give us information
about the rarety of a mutation. Like for exam-
ple. penguin zebra fnches are virtually
unseen in Oregon. If a “census” report tells it
i rare in other states. 100, then it could be &
red flag to breeders who may wish to prevent
the mutation fom geiting entirely lost from
the gene pool
Raspberry, Oregon

i agres. | just don't think we need to have a
listing for Penguins. Black Breasted Pen-
guins. English Penguins, Crange Breasted
Penguing. Black Breasted Orange Breasted
Penguins, Crested Penguins, Grays split for
Penguin. Fawns split for Penguin ..Just
Penguin.
Roy Backham, California

Getting a count. a fix on the status of the var-
ious species was the only reason | flled out
the census. If § had realized that § would only
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be fistect in a “phone book” of who's who with
what. guite frankly § wouid not have filled out
the cansus.

There is good data in there. Sex ratios. num-
ber of birds being bred, yesr to year
changes, etc. A contact list is very different
from & census. | realize that peopte put & iot
of work info ¥, but that was on both ends. |
spent a fair amourt of $me counting birds
and flling out the census. it would be a
shame if this work did not result in something
more usehd than a contact list.

| think more people would fili out the census
if it were raporting numbers and niot people.
It seerns & falr number are concemed about
belng #isted with what species they do have.
I'm more interested in how many Painted
Firetails there are and what the sex ratio
icoks like than who in particular is breeding
them. ¥ {'m interested in a species, {1l begin
some sort of incuiry inte who has them. If
semeaone is interested in selling birds, there
are outlets in the NFSS for that as well
Perhaps the NFSS could offer this informa-
tion fike they do with hand data.

Roy Beckham, California

{ would ke the surveyicensus to list minimai
number of bloodiines. if our gosl is to main-
tain: / improve the birds we keep, this is cru-
cial information o avokd breeding our birds to
extinction. | am not saying it has o be
sophisticated, just number of breeding pairs/
diversily of species kept. Please do nottake
any of the suggestions as crilicism as { am
very impressed with NFSS. Qur journai
exceeds a journal § get from an organization
that has over 11.000 members and out
sources its production.

Robert Meht, Maryland

it would be an extreme chore o list blood
lines on the census.... But this ¢an be done
with the individial species by members of
the FS5.
Roland Cristo, California

| disagree,. . The more information you c<an
get to the general membership the more apt
they wili participate. It is my belief that ail

data from FSS program as far as keeping
and breading should be made availabie fo
the generai membership... our concerns
here shouid be for the survival of the birds in
caplivity.... For the the people supplying this
information {the paricipants in the FSS pro-
gram} we need to come up with ancther
perk ..
Roland Cristo, Calfornia

With Gouidians. wouidn't body color aione
provide sufficient information to accompiish
this?

Sohn Wilson, Callfornla

Since | "inherited” the census program when
the 2nd VP resigned. I'F try to iake & stab at
some of the guestions that have been asked
the last several days.

Q-1) “One question though. A census Is a
count. What happened to ali the numbers
that we painstakingly coliecied? How can
ong determine how welt a species is estab-
lished without figures indicating a totat
number? I'm not advocating that a fotat
beside each individual be placed, hut for the
species as s whole. Perhaps indicating if the
birds are part of a breeding program next fo
the individual {it was the iast guestion on the
census}. Is there a reason that the figures
were not ingluded?”

A1} My understanding was that the num-
bers were being collected for “in-house” use.
| am entering them into a database for fulure
study. There was never any intention that |
was aware of to pubiish them at this time. At
the time averything was compiled | had fo
make a “judgment” call. and { decided to
ieave them out. The census i infended as a
fist of spacies that are kept by our members.
Whether someone has 2 or 1418 sort of irvel-
evant if you are contacting someone for
‘new biood”, because the number has
changed by the time the census is printed.

2} "Aigo. | have discussed this with some,
but wonder how others feel about the way
that mutations are handied? Gouldians have
over four pages Ested parily because nearly
every possible combination of mutation is
Ested. Do others actusly feet this is of value?
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place the bird. S¢ a White breasted, Blue
hack gouidian would be placed in the Blue-
back column. ard not the White breasted
column. Also, show type birds should not be
ksted separately. Gray Zebra and English
Gray are meaningless classifications.”

A-2} This is always a “no-win” sliuation. If we
igave some out. people complain, if we list
them, people complain, people make
suggestions on what mutations fo fist, and
other peopie complain ... There was a row
for “normal” gouldians, societies and zebras
on the census form that you coukl have
checked if yous didn't want to list all your var-
ous mutations. As far as whether having
thern fisted is "of value”, the answer is "'no” if
you are looking at the fist in terms of what is
“rare”, but the answer is “yes” if you are
using the census as a purchasing guide, and
are looking for that pair of pumle striped
zebras!

-3} "l did get to hear about it and wondered
why the questions were asked as faras if a
species was inn a breeding program or not if
the responses were not going to be listed in
the census. To me that creates a iot of poten-
tiat wasted time possibly calling someone
only to &ind out they are NOT breeding the
species you want.”

A-3} This is a good point and we will certain-
iy include a "breeding” cohunn in the pub-
lished census next year. | would say that
over 90% of the pecple listed are breeding
{or frying) the species listed.

In the near future | wili be listing a census
report on the website, which wili show the
species. the fotal aumber reported, and the
staies where the members having them are
located. There wilt be no personal informa-
tion listed on the website.

Hopefuilly, this has answered most of the
questions you had. Pisase fee! fres io con-
tinue discussing the census and any sug-
gestions you have. | personally think we did
a prefty good job with what we had,
ard | only see it growing bigger {and better)
next year.
Harry Bryant, Ohio

You deserve a round of applause..............

Roland Cristo, California

“Whether someone has 2 or 14 is sort of
irelevant if you are contacling someone for
‘new biood”. because the number has
changed by the time the census is printed”

tike the national census. they are snap
shots in time. So i the census is conducted
at the same time each year. we can begin to
get an idea of what the poputations of the
various species looks like from year {o year.
it nead not be “real time”. It wouid be inter-
esting to see the census figures for Green
Singing finches for examnple. 10. § and 1
year ago. How is CITES affecting the popu-
lation in the U.5.7 We can make guesses,
but the figures would be more tangible. Then
what will the census show in 5 years? Fve
heard comments from many who would con-
cenfrate on a species if they knew which
species needed the most help. The figures
would might help make that determination.

Roy Beckham, California

Jobhn, | amn not a breeder of Gouidians nor do
| fully understand Gouidian genetics to know
what is important info and what is nol. So |
will leave that degision o the breeders of
Goldians.

As for societies and zebras. though, the
most valuable information the “census”
couid tell me is if a mutation is in danger of
being lost to breeders.

Howaever that is done is up ‘o those who are
compiting the data, of course. Bul that is the
greatest value in it for me.

Raspberry, Oregon

This is great! Members of the list gefling
moiced and expressing their passions. The
NFSS, and by proxy our birds, wilk not sur-
vive in the fong term if we do not have proac-
five, passionate people.

Before  forget, Harry. you ¢d not do a good
i0b on the census. You did a damn good job.
i suspect that few of us can imagine the mind
numbing tedium that went inte crunching the
numbers and the names. Regardiess of oy
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individual thoughts on what the Census
Report should have or should not have con-
tained, et us not forget that the NFS8
Census is a one of a kind in ali of avicuikure.
There is nothing out there lke it that | am
aware of. It is a forward thinking, far reaching
document intended to unite breeders and
birds. i is a major conservation fool and |
know it will get better each time # is pub-
lished.

i really thought Dr. Lamy's comments were
sterfing. Very well writlen. Perhaps many of
us had expectations about what the census
would look like or what it would contain.
Thoughtful comments and carefully worded
constructive criticism is a healthy thing.

The former 3rd Vice President and FS&/
Census director deserves no small amount
of praise also. | am not speaking for Kern
McCoy, but | will say that Kemi has faithfully
served the NFSS for a decade and as the
former Joumal editor she rejuvenated our
publication sefting very high standards for
those who followed afier her. Sbe has written
many insightful articies that have been pub-
lished in numerous national and internation-
ai publications. She has succeed in parent
raising some of the most challenging wax-
bills and other species. Kerri is the very def-
intion of an aviculturalist. § hope that she is
iust taking a much deserved sabbatical.

Good comments alf arourxd.
Chnt and Cathy Harris, Texas

{ for one would aiso ke fo see the numbers
on the different species as weil. | have Emit-
ed space {my zebras have to come first
somry} | do have two smail fights and a bank
of six cages which i am going o iry with a
spacies of finch preferably one that is not so
commonly bred, | have yet to make up my
mind which one so the numbers would help
when making my choice

| must confess that upon receiving my
Census my gut reaction was identical
to Raspberry's- “You gotta be Kidding™. in the
most recent Journal Martle (God bless you
dear} reports that there are 775 members in
the NFS$S and John Wilson reports that there

are 225 pariicipants on the fist. Hamry telis us
that 102 NFS5S members participated in the
Census- 14%. § would ba very cutious as to
what percentage of those on the fist partici-
pated compared o the overall membaership.
| turned my census information in last
December and | recall that all winter and
spring various folks would remind us fo
please fi out the census. Hany states that
the last minute emaits proved o be a real dif-
ference.

Other than the bi-monthly Joumal, the major-
ity of our members have little 0 o contact
with others. Yeah, private emails, bird shows
or marts, but nothing ke the passionate nuts
and bolts interaction that takes piace on this
kist. | have long believed that in a very reat
way we have a membership within the mem-
bership. Not eltists, but people who are just
more connected. f people feel lke they
“belong” to something, they tend to be more
proactive in it. § think it was Roy who stated
that a 50% participation should be our goal,
and | agree.

Firally. § wish {0 state that | am: ins no way orit-
icizing those who did not participate. Brother
Vinge's sagacious remarks about the com-
mitments and giresses in pecples lives can
impact their abllity fo participate. Some wil
kkely have concermns about secunty. but |
thought that the Census provided a safe and
clever way of protecting breeders. Some
may have thought their collections were too
smal and what did ancther shaftal matter in
the big scheme of things. Some may have
seen the gazidion pages and thought the
task too daunting. There are likely many very
good reasons why some stayed out
Perhaps it will be a future lesson. The
Census may not he effective if {oo few peo-
pie participate. It has to be user friendly.
Perhaps inviting the entire membership to
comment in a future Jourmal witl prove use-
fish. | have stated this before, and to the cha-
arin of some | will say it again. Every singie
person is Important to our organizaion. We
need your thoughts. your commments. your
participation, your enthusiasm. This is a peo-
ple organization and people make # run.
Clint and Cathy Harris, Toxas
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Harry. You and everyone who worked with
you did a great job on the census. There is
no question there. I'm sure fong hard hours
were put in. But some suggestions if | may:
For future reference. i the space for
"Normmal” goulds (normal societies. nomal
zebras) is a spot that could have been used
for figling total gouids, then in the future per-
haps labet it as such. T couid not in clear con-
science fill in my bhzes. yellows. ditutes etcin
that colurmn, but  # was labeled as such,
then | happily would have totaled them there
and ieft the rest blank. i don't think very
many of us had the knowledge that ali that
classifying was for “in-house” use only and
not for sharing. And if sormeone is looking for
new bloodlines. § think they wouid be more
Ekely to contact the person who had 14 as
opposed o 2 of thal spacies as the likihood
of the person with 14 successfully breeding
saems mathemnatically more Fkely.

Please understand that this is not criticism
as much as thoughtful suggestions. No mai-
ice infended and we luv you guys for af the
work you did and i'm sure most of us know
that you all had only the best intentions and
did the rest of us a great service. | wonder #
more feedback should be sought from the
members of NFBS so that the needs and
desires of the members wouid be better
ksiown. Perhaps a poli couid be taken before
a huge project like this BEFOREMAND o
avoid misunderstandings and confusion.
How much nicer it woulkd have been for you
guys to have known how your members felt
and what would make NFSS better for us
BEFORE you did all this hard work, rather
than AFTER.

Do you think something along these lines
can be discussed at the next officers meet-
ing?

Betti Fletcher, New Jersey

Why wait unii it is not avaitable thru importa-
tion? Remember when Pekin Robins were
12.00 apiece and Red Crested Cardinals
cost 17.00.... No one worked with them, now
see what they sell for. Work with a bird
species you like.....Even # it never
becomes "rare” the profocois that are devel-
oped for that species may be used on a

closely related species thai is rare in
aviculture.........
Rotand Cristo, California

Perhaps we should publish a few choice
quotes from this fist in the NFSS Joumnat fo
get the entire membership up to speed on
the sifuation and maybe elicif reactions from
some not on the Hst??

Randy Yaylor, Texas

“somecne is locking for new bipodines. |
think they would be more likely o contact the
person whe had 14 a5 opposed to 2 of that
species as the liklihood of the person with 14
successfully breeding seems mathematical-
I more likely”

This sort of listing is going to discourage par-
ticipation in the census. | don't feel that this
shouid be a major focus of the census. | per-
sonally do not want a listing of what and how
many of anything that t have. While it might
be helpfui for those locking to purchase
birds, it's also extremely heiphil to those who
might help themselves 1o the birds | have list-
ed. “Now where are those 4 Pekin Robins he
Ested?” the burgier asks...

if someone has birds for sale, we have the
classiieds. That works for both selling birds
and hirds wanted. The census shouid be
about counts and the status of aviculfure in
the U.8.

Roy Beckham, California

| dont disagree with what you just said. But
fight now the census does kst who has what
{not nurnbers true, bul species). And |
believe it always has. | was just questioning
the reasoning behind that siaternent.
So if it is decided by the majority that they
dont want such kstings the whole focus of
the census will have to change. Personaily |
wouldsr't mind if & didn't st who has what.
Just my own opinion. | don't care elther way
really. Maybe that information should only be
given out fo those who make a request to
know. and then a racord kepl. So that if there
are thefts at least there is a list of inquiries.
Or maybe this kind of thinking just compli-
cates matters to the point that makes the
whole project unworkable. That would be a
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shame because it is a worthwhile project. |
think getting back to a pol or questionaire to
the group as a whole as welt as the emali
section as to what is imporiant to each of us
is sti#l a good idea. it will give the peopie who
are doing ali the actual work and making the
limate decisions some feedback.

Betti Fletcher, New Jersey

| agree with folks who want to see the num-
bers published. but | also agree with Roy that
this kir of person-with-how-many-birds fist-
ing might scare some people off. Actually. |
think even the current system probabiy
scares pecple off who want to maintain their
privacy. Honestly, 1 would prefer a listing of
how many birds of each species are being
kept and bred without any names attached
(maybe just by region}. People can advertise
or join F5S to contact other breeders. No?

From where | sit alt that has to be addedis &
total 0. for each species in each column....
We did the Lory Sociely census several
fimes thal way......ceee

Roiand Cristo, California

{ know we have talked sbout the census
quite a fot... but | recelved mine later than
most s0 | have a few more thoughts about
how {o improve the census for the next time.

1. Separate the dovesipigeons & guail from
the softhills and give thern their own section
as they are really so different,

2. Add the numbers of males/femates/
unknown as this is too invaluable to leave
out.

3. State the number of participants for each
section {Finch, Softhill. Dove/Quail} as well
as for entire census.

4. Double check info for accuracy. - | am not
sure how the data collected and was
recorded. but § found six emors alone in my
entries.

5. Resurvey and pubiish the census each
year at the same time. - make it sormething

that the memebership can always count
on.

Things that | feit worked wet:
1. the format was congise. easily under-
stood, aftractive. and well organized
2. scientific and common names were
inciuded
3. members could withhold any part of the
info. even their narne, if uncormiortabie.
4. the results were maited to all merbers

All in gl | was extremely impressed by the
census and applaud tha peopie who put this
together as | know what an urxlertaking this
is. | believe that there wilk be a huge improve-
ment in participation next year because of
seeing this published. 1 know §, myself. have
never participated in the past because noth-
ing ever seerned to be done with the info. |
airmost didn't “waste” my time doing # this
year, hecause | fgured it would be the same
oid thing.

Someone earlier asked why the membership
hadn't been asked about census details
before it was done. | feel the hardest thing 1o
do is to complete a project if you get too
rmuch input at the beginning. because it
becomes overwheiming and easy o let the
details keep you fror actuzlly completing
It is far better to do the project t0 the best of
ability first and then to critique and tweak the
details. 1t is always easier to criticize detaiis
on a completed project instead of an idea.

This census is also invaluable as a tool to
show the country and the world #hat avicui-
ture is imporiant. We need to show that we
are proud of what we are doing and that we
out there in large numbers. This record is
hard evidence that we {(avicuiturists} are
organized and feet our "hobby” is important.
it can aiso be used to get new people inter-
ested in avicuiture by showing them that
they are not going to be alone. There is
power in numbers {and in datal).

Kateri Davis, California



Our Mission

To provide quality products and services at
affordable prices.

We provide cages, nest boxes, and & complete line of auxiliary supplies
for the serious breeder...

36w x [8d x 18t 99 dpor

36w x [8d x 24r 99 daor

36w x 2d x 24t 939 door

And much more

Jim & Cris Crouch - 7380 East 266th Street « Arcadia, Indiana 46030
{317} 984-526% or e-mail: jecage@earthiink.net

www.jccage.com m
Shipping via FedEx Ground Service
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NFSS Legislation N

September, 2003

By Harry Bryant, NFSS Legislative Director

NFSS is a member of the recently
formed National Avian Welfare Alliance
(NAWA). and | would like to update you on
their recent activities:

“An informat information sharing session”
NAWA Meeting. San Antonio. TX
August 10, 2063

The session opened at 8:.00 pm with g
weicome frorn Dr. Gallaway. He soon
turmed the chair over to Steve Duncan.
Steve indicated he was hopeful the group
would giean as much as possible from the
meeting and move forward with drafting
minimum operating practices that would be
used for birds not bred for research.

Introductions of 24 NAWA attendees
{representing 16 NAWA organizations) and
staff of the USDA/APHIS who attended the
AFA convention. Participating organiza-
tions present inciuded the foliowing:
American  Federation  of  Avicuiture,
Amazona Society. American Pheasant and
Waterfow! Society, American Racing
Pigeon Union. Avicuitutrai Society of
America. Bird Ciubs of America. Eclecius
Group. Hanging Parrot and Fig Parrot
Interngtional Conservation, intemnational
Association of Avian Trainers and
Educators, International Conure
Asgsociation, intemational Parrotlet Society.
National Finch and Softbili Society,
Nationsal Parrot Research and Preservation
Foundations. Parrotlet Aldance. Pyrrhura
Breeders Assogiation. Pionus  Parrot
Research Foundation. and the
Tanygnathus Society.

Cotiectively. the group asked the
USDA representative if the NAWA concept

of the task before us was in line with the
contemplated regulations of hirds under
the AWA.

USDA representatives explained that
there are two types of standards:

Performance standards - which are
based on resulis: is the animal healthy
comfortable, etc. These are observable
weifare oulcomes.

Engineering Standards - specific
regquirements for cage size. temperature
range, stc.

The USDA representatives indicated
most inspections will be concerned with
performange standards. Many questions
ware asked from varous individuals repre-
senting specific species. These questions
mainly focused on the broad range of dif-
ferent species indicating the concern for
different requirements.

The USDA inspectors indicated they
had vast experience with many animais
which they regulate. It was suggested list-
ing as many performance standards as
possibie. The USDA representatives indi-
cated they do not regulate ethical prac-
tices. Their focus is the welfare of the ani-
mals.

The question was asked: Who will be
inspected and who won't be inspected?

USDA representatives explained that
no decision had been made as to the
scope of activities that would require
inspection. and welcomed input from the
Group.
Session ended 10:00 pom.

T NAWA was created to address regulatory issues imposed by the recently amended
Animal Weifare Act: and 1o create a strong network that can respond to addiional issues
and problems that affect bird owners in the U5,
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Michae! Sesterhenn (Germany's
top zebra finch exhibitor} is just
one of many breeders who have doubled chick

output since using Birdcare Company supplements! Michael
uses our breeder and exhibitor products exactly according
to our “plan”.

After three years using our system Brifish canary
breeder Malcolm Morley thought he would try
without, His production plummeted from over 100
chicks a year fo just 37!

To dramatically improve your breeding results get your
very own personalised plan from our web site
www_BirdcareCo.com and click on “free feeding plans”
Or e-mail advice@BirdcareCo.com

Or ring Birds2Grow (209-845-1088)

THE BIRDCARE COMPANY, "
21/22 Spring Mill Ind. Est., HE .
Aveni %aag, Nailsworth, Glos., /\/ BIRDCARE
Gl.6 085, England. COMPANY

E-mail: advice@8irdcareCo.com .
Web site: www BirdcareCo.com Leading the way - naturally
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News from NFSS
Judges Panel Director

USS Fm @ [‘ﬁﬂ [m g Martha Wigmore

t.ooking for Companionship?
Renewed Vigor?

Hey, no, this isn't the Personalst
Just an invitation to you ALL to gather at
the NFSS Shows near you - for friiend-
ship with like-minded finch and soRbill
lovers and ingpiration from the birds on
dispiay alf around you! NFSS is NOT just
about showing - and you shouid use
these hard-won gatherings fo discover
this for yourself. Meet and greet others
and drool over the birds. Come out for
the day - stay for the weekend! You'l
leave pumped up for a new year of avi-
cifture at your home!

Resignation of NFSS Panet Judge

NFSS is losing one of its most distin-
guished avicuiturists from the NFSS
Judging Panel. Former NFSS President
Stephen Hoppin has submitted his resig-
nation as a Pansel Judge. Steve, who
served NFSS in many capacifies since
its inception, including as Judges Panst
Director and Regional V., has sent on
the following note fo his many NFSS
friends:

“Foflowing many years of political
involvement with NFSS and success
raising, exhibiting and judging finches
ard softhills. | have recently made the
decision to retire from the NFSS
Judge's Panel,

“Approximately four years ago my
passion in life started shifting from the
avian to plant kingdom. Since retire-
merd last year. much of my free time
and energy has been devoted fo the
world of plants: specifically growing,

exhibiting and judging bromeliads. f
have been spending my days renoval-
ing my gardens. | have also become
deeply involved with the local society.
The  Caloosahalches  Bromeliad
Society, and the Bromeliad Sociely
international. I am at this time a BS!
studlent judge.

"Although | will no longer be aclive
i the caged bird hobby. fwill of course
continue birdwaltching on travels in the
LS. and abroad St nothing com-
pares to that of hearing and viewing a
magnificert Green and Gold Tanager
in fts native rainforest of Venezuela or
the feral populations of beautiful
Shamag Thrush, Braziliian Cardingls or
Java Rice Birds on Oahu. To study
and observe finch and softbill species
irt the wild remains exhilarating to me!

"Before clasing and giving up
NFSS #42 (obtained in 1984}, | would
hke you to know that whether it be rais-
ing Black Crested Finches for ten
years. wirniing Best in Show al the
huge National or Great American Bird
Shows. or judging finches andfor soft-
bills across the U.S. Canada and
Puerto Rico, | have been blessed o
have shared aff my avian successes
with some trudy wonderful friends.

"To you. Fexpress a world of thanks
and only hope this genuine friendship
lasts a fifetime. Passion, isn't it wonder-
fulf 71"

Thank you, Steve, for your years as
an excellent NFS5S Panel Judge. Another
job well done._..
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Society Standard Update Underway

A note of appreciation ic the mem-
bers of the committee established
recently to update the NFSS Society
Finch Standard: co-chairs Julie Duimstra
and Clarence Cuiwell, Roy RBeackham,
Deanpis Burhans, Matthew Dingemans,
and Michael Marcotrigiano. NFSS is
gratefui to have the contributions of
these fine sociely finch aviculturists on
this revision.

Looking for Gouldian Aviculturists

In the same way that NFSS is get-
ting current with its format standard for

Society Finches, we need fo update the
NFSS Gouldian Finch Standard for
newer mutations. Please contact me if
you are interested in working with others
this year on a Gouldian Standard update.

Lower NFSS Roselte Prices
Next Year!

NFSS is very happy to offer much lower
prices for your NFSS rosetie packages
for your 2004 shows. Your affiliated clubs
will be contacted about this soon. Ouwr
atfractive rosettes are one way 1o show
your club's appreciation to exhibitors for
their supportt

BIRD CAGES and SUPPLIES

ALL PURPOSE CAGES « FLIGHT CAGES « STACKING CAGES
NESTS « NETS « STANDS, LEGS « FEED DISHES, CUPD
SUPPLEMENTS « BOUKS «TOYS « WATER BOTTLES
PERCHES » LADDERS « CLEANING SUPRLES
and Much More!

Serving the Bird Industry for 39 Years

FREE CATALOG
1-800-443-5769

email: mi@mortonjones.com

OR WRITE TG

MORTON JONES COMPANY :

PO BOX 123
RAMONA, CA 92065
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On the Show Circuit. ...
Sun Coast Avian Society - St. Petersburg, Florida
August 2, 2003

k NFSS Judge Dr. Al
B Decoteau working on his
final placements. ..

MRan Castener

NFSS Judge Dr Al
Decoteau speaks i the |
gatiery as Dale Laird
{background) takes a
closer iook..

Photo courtesy ©Ran Costaner

And the winneris.....

A gorgeous Emerald

E Starling owned by Bonnie
Lewis,

Qur thanks to Ron
Castaner for sharing
these photos with us.

Phester cenirs ont Caxietines
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News from the FinchShop

FinchShop Talk

by Sue Haberkorn, FinchShop Manager

The best laid plans . . . | believe that if an idea is a good one, it will fake on a life of
its own. Well, regarding the finch and softbill cookbook, i turned out to be not such a
hot idea after all. The proiect has been cancelled after receiving only one entry.
Although disappointed with the cuicome, | arn very pleased to share that one recipe
with you. Thanks {0 Bert Spear for graciously permitting us to publish his recipe herg:

Egg Food for Everyone
by Bert Spear

Most birds will like this mixture. buf | can say from experience that it
is really enjoved by finches! It is simple. inexpensive and an easy way for our
birds 1o get the protein they need for good bone. muscle and feather develop-
ment. | feed this food to my finches every day when they are molting, breeding
or feeding voung. and every secoud or third day otherwise. The following makes
approximately | kilo. but you can adjust it for whatever quantity you wish.

8 Medium Eggs

7 oz. Grated Carrots

8 oz. Dry High Protein Cereal - if you can find it!
i use Labeber’s finch granules.

2 oz. Petamine

Boii egg for 20-25 minutes and cool thoroughly. Chop to approximate-
Iy the size of green peas (I chop shell and all when feeding aduits, but
peel eggs 1f they are feeding young). If egg is chopped too fine, it
becomes very sticky and entire mixture will be sticky and very moist.

Then just mix ingredients and refrigerate. | divide inte portions that will
be used in no more than three days and freeze (for feeding just a few
birds, try using ice-cube trays and then just thaw a cube when ready to
use). When ready to use, I add a couple of heaping tablespoons of soy
protein powder, shake i up and serve to the guys. 1 give them only
enough that they can eat in about 4 hours, and then remove it.

F hope you will enjoy using this recipe and if you have ideas fo improve
it or just general comments on the fun of raising birds. I can be contacted vig e-
mail at fadygonldian@@hotmail con.
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The Classifieds

FORSALE
Gouldian Finches - most colors; Societies - Chocolate, Fawn Pied - Crested
and Normal, Orange Weavers, BlueCapped Cordon Bleus, Canaries.
Wilbur Avenue Aviary (508) 678-2045

ROBERT MEHIL & RAY GLINES

Fine breeders of Zebras, Timor Zebras, Blue-capped Waxbills, Owls, RH &
BH Parrot Finches, and Bution Quails.
Owings Mills, Maryland, (410} 581-7955, e-mail: Robert. Mehl@verizon.net.
Current list of available birds on website: http/mysite.verizon.net.

For Sale orZrade fr(}ouiélan ch%lcs
John Kiimer {309} 443-2505. E-Mail: kilmjoh@gwest.net

GOULDIAN FINCHES
For Sale: Most ali colors. Breeder & Exhibitor of Quality. Will Ship.
www.homestead.com/gouldian/
Shirley Perkins, Portland, OR (303} 659-6029

Biue, Yellow, Lunnos DoubleSpizt for()w]s or Gouldians.
Only interested in healthy birds.
1-(880) 587-7459 or raybac H@bigplanet.com

CANTHXANTHIN FOR RED CANARIES
2 0z. $22.00. Mix with food or water. Instructions inc. Free Shipping.
Green Valley Bird Farm
742 Green Valley Rd. Jackson, NI 68527
(732} 363-3079

Display Ad Rates: Insidy Cover $30.00:05sne pr 3130.00Year: Fidl Puge $20. 80 ssie ar
R0t Your: Half-Page 51000 ssue or 33000 Year: Quarter-Page 33008 ssne pr 32 5.00:Yeqr.
Clussificds: 3300 ¢ Up to three Tines pf wexn), Froe Classifieds iy FincheSpfthill Sove Program

Members,  Clussifiods are posted on the website af np exieg chaorpe.
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President Ms. Sally Huntington
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NFSS Panel of Judges 2003

Nizam Al

$35-11 114th Street
South Ozone Park, NY
11426

Charles Anchor
12384 Laurel Lane
Huntley, IL 66142
Phope: 847-515-1090

Laura Bewley

3338 5. 65 W, Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74107
Phone: 918-445-3999
lbewley@yahoo.com

Harold Bowles

236 College Cicle
Cedartown, GA 30125
Plione: 770-748-4627
Fax: 770-748-3969

Clarence Culwell

230 Horseshoe Drive
Springtown, TX 76082
Phone: 817-220-5568
culwell 3@ fiash.net

Dr. Al Decoteau
P.0. Box 349
Groton, MA 01450
Phone; 203-378-4777
Fax: 203-378-4777
spbel @acl.com

Daren Decotean

89 Pieasantview Avenue
Stratford, CT 6497
Phone: 283-377-2049
greateaglegolf@aol.com

Julie R. Duimstra
4201 NE 125¢h Pi #163
Portland, OR 97238
Phopne: 503-261-8788

Cecil Gunby

8121 Route i, Hwy, 54
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
Phonpe/ Fax: 776.254-1261

Annette Howard

P.O. Box 404

Salem, OH 444560
Phone: 330-3377654
bluchaven@voyager.net

Sally Huntington
5634 Carnegie Street
San Diego, CA 92122
Phone: 858-452-9423
saflych@san.r.com

Joseph Krader
2%1¢ Alps Road

Corona, CA 92881
FPhone: 909-272-6525

Dale Laird

P.O. Box 2459
Goldenrod, Fi. 32733
Phone: 407-657-7989
Hawrd2@cfl.rcom

Armando Lee

306 SE 22nd Street
Cape Coral, FL 33990
Phone: 239-242.7675
alee@swélz.rr.com
Dennis J. Lewis

7446 Glasgow Road
Brooksville, FL 34613
Phone: 352-596-3376
dennis_14519@msn.com
Brian Mandarich

4743 E. Hedges Avenue
Fresno, CA 93703
Phong: 539-235.6568

Teri McAaliffe

269 Thames Drive
Colorado Springs, CO
80966

Phone/Fax: 719-576-9009
inglprds@acol.com

Conrad Meinert
1242 E. 300 South
Warsaw, IN 46580
Phong: 219-269-2873
Fax: 219-269-3142
BirdmanofWarsaw@
kcondine.com
Marion (Miki} Sparzak
945 Rosedale Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21237
Phone: 4106-687-8915
mis3295@ comcast. net

Patrick Vance

18173 Avilla

Lathrup Village, M1 48676
Phong: 248-443-0643

spartanfinchman@cs.com

Christine Voronovitch
38 Liberty Street
Manclester, CT 06040
Phone: 860-649-8220
Ibtybeagle@uaol.com

Ms. Jerri Wiesenfeld
2379 Water Bluff Drive
Jacksonville, FL. 32218
Phone: 904-714-2133

jermisjavas@acl.com

Martha Newman Wigmore
NFESS Panel Director
18913 Boston Street NW
Elk River, MN 53335
Phone: 763-241-0671
aewdlwig@mindspring.com

Paul 8. Williams

703 Donegat Dnive
Papillion, NE 68046
Phonpeg: 402-592-5488

paulw@sarpy.com
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NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

NATIONALAREGIONAL CLUBS

CANADA

Neotropical Finck Breeders

Association (Sun Antonic. TX)
Somtaer: Jack Enniear (2103 828-5306
eftgostbine org

Southeast Bird Fanciers
{ALARCGAFLILIAMINCSC TN
Migs: Quarterly at the Atlanta Farmers
Mkt ist Sat - Mar'fun/Sep  2ad Sat - Dec
Contect: Ginny Allen {334) 749-7168
grdafenipearthlink.net
Hehsire, it dmembers.ripod.oam/sebi/sebibun

Burham Avicultural Seciety
of Ontaria (Pickering. Omario. Conada)
Aftgs: 2nd Tue. - Rotary Park Pavidlion
{.ake Driveway W, Ajax
Conmgy lohn Zerafa (903} 355-5542
showmanagerfbirdclub.ca
Hebyite: www.bardelub.ca

ALABAMA =

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
(Ontario. Canadat
Mgy Last Sun. in Members” bomes.
Congics: Sulianne Mion {5193 948-6398
juiisnne(@mnsi.net

Ceniral Alabama Avicuitural Society
{;Montgomeryt
Mrgs: 2nd Sun. - 2:30 pm - Prauvilie
City Library. Prattville
Contact: Margie Lanier {(334) 567-4073
margielanierggyahoo.com

COLORADO

Rocky Meuntain Society of Avicuiture
fi¥ernver)
Mige: 2nd Fri - Lakeside Center. Denver
Conpact: Lisa McManus (303) 3411239
conurecare(@attbi.com
Hebsiter wwwirmsa-birds.ong

Central California Cage Bird Club
{Modesto)
Migs: 3rd Sun, - Mancini Haii
Cortget. B4 Geesek (209} 329.6663
Club £-Mgil: jonesT! H3@aol.com

Capitol City Bird Society, Inc.
{Sacramento)
Comger: Roland Cristo {330) 823-1677
cristodlanset.com
Laopall diaviariesiiaol.com

Florida State Fair Exotic Bird Show
{Tampa}
Lonfact, Dale Laird (407) 657-7089
datei2(@prodigy.net

Santa Clars Valley Canary & Exotic
Bird Club (Sanie Clarg)
Mres: 2ad Sun - | pm Potluck - 230 pm
Mtg. - Peninsula Conservation Center
Lonldel (4083 735.3995
Llub Beddail scveebedtvaboo.com
Hibsite: Ritpfiwww geocities, com/
sHiconvalley/$5701
Shon Dec, 6 - BEY Hail, Mountain View
Jigdpe: Brian Mandarich

Aviary & Cage Bird Society
of Senth Florida ¢Davie)
Migs: 2nd Sun - Zpm - Fhmingo Gardens
LComagy Carrie Efstathion (934) 432-334%
carrice34daci.com
Liub E-Muil: ruth.cusickgatt.oet
Hebsine: www. feathers.org

Treasare Coast Exotic Bird Club
Ft Pieree)
Migs: dth Sus - 2 pin - Port Salermmo Civic
Center - Stuart, Fi
Lontger: Hm Dunn (772} 344-8374
jdunndidadeiphianet
Club F-Mail: iim dwyer@unetzero.net
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NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

Exotic Bird Club of Florida, Inc.

{Pulm Bavy
Migs: Ind Sun - 1275 Culver Rd.-Palm Bay
Contact. Ginny Heptig (321) 932-9780
yngathritioaol.com
Website: www.homestead.com/
exotichirdeluboiflorida

Tri-State Avian Society
{Tallahasses)

Mres: 3rd Sat - 2 pm . Havana, Fi.
Confacr: Barry Laster {850} 668-G908
barryl75234p¢arthlink net

Hebsite: wwwetristateaviansocietv.org

Greater Chicage Cage Bird Club
{Chicago, 1L}

Migs, 3rd Fri. American Legion Hall
310 W, Butrerfield Rd. Elmburst. il
foonlaet, Sharlan Toby {8473 217-475% of
(B37; THO-0260  secreturvigageehe.ong
Llilr Fodail, presidentfivpeche.org
Lheh Websiter www. GCCBCorg

IOWA

Sun Coast Avian Society (5n. Peersburg)
Mrgs: [st Sun

Lomacr: Joseph Ventniglia {7273 392-9361
acs65 1daol.com
Hebalte: www.suncoastaviansociety.org

Mid America Cage Bird Society
{Dex Moincs)

Migs: $th Sun - 2 pm - Des Moines
Botanical Center
Contact: John Thielking ¢515) 278-9159
Club E-Mail: tarry884@mchsicom
Bebsie: www.sefferanet/machs/news himl

I(ANSAS

o -L--.étﬁ_bkcm

(eargia Cage Bird Society

{Marietta - Adamta areal
Migs: Hh Sun - 230 pm - Smyrna
Community Center - Smyrna, GA
Contact: Pat Miller {770) 4259453
jandpmitler@mindspring.com

'\&O-KAN Cage Bird Clzlb {See MO}

L{}UISIANA

ILLINGIS

Hlini Bird Fanciers (Springficid
Mrgs: 4th Sun
Conrger: Patte Montgomery {217) T87.G39%
iHinibirdfanciers@yahoo.com
Cluh E-Mail: ibfbirdsongs(@insightbbeom

Guit’ Soutlz Bird (,lub, luc.
{New Orleans)
Migs: st Sun - [ pm
1409 Bayou Biue Road, Houmg, LA
Contacy: Danny Chauvin  (983) §76-7966
cajunpridegimobiletel.com

Natienai Institute of
Red Orange Canarles (Hesrchesiery
Migs: st Fri - Grace Evangehical Lutheran
Church - Bristol & Devonshire
Conptget: Steve Hopman {815} 469-8453
hopmansviichp com
Show: Nov. 29-Raddison Liotel, Artington His,
Jidge, Lauma Bewley
Sk Mer: Nancy Serchuk (847) 437-5704

Cajun Canary and Finch Club
fMercirie)
Migs: 2nd Mon.-T:30 pm - 3412 Haring Rd.
Contact: Meade H. Phelps (504) 887-0724
NEWORLEANSMEADE G cox.net
Show: Dec. 13 (Finches & Canaries)
Dec. 14 {Budpies) VFW Hail
Judge: Armando Lee

MARYLAND

Baltimore Bird Fanciers (Buftimore
Mipe: 3nd Sun- fowson Public Library
Contaer: Barbarm Shannon (413) 336.5854
b E-Mygil: raymondreterizaol.com
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NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

MICHIGAN

Great Lakes Avicultural Society
{Grand Rapids)
Mgy 2nd Mon. - 7pm - UAW Hail
4269 Alpine NW. Grand Rapids
Contger: Diana Hago (616} 842-0163
pahugolacharier.net
b E-Mail: péhugo@ucharternet or
acahbird@ameritech.net
Hebsire: wwwangelfirecomdmidiglas

Missouri Cage Bird Club
(8¢, Lowish

Migs: Lst Sun - Maplewood, MO
Contact. Dennis Burhans (6363 980-8569

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Society of Canary & Fiach Breeders
{Livonia}
Migs, 3rd Sat - 6:30 prr - Hivom. Michigan
Contact, Patrick Vance (248 443-0643
spartanfirchmanigics.com

Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
{Manchester)
Migs, 2n0d Mon - 7:38 pm - Vilia Crest
Retirement Center

Lontace: Ray Schwartz {630) 362-6106
prismsdadi@aclcom

Lhed EMglf; ediori@boalcom

Hebsite: www.bosfcom

Moeotor Clty Bird Breeders, Inc.
Harrenj

Mtas: Ist weekends in member homes.
Contact: Patricia Plekarz {3863 196.2957
dpiekarz Hcomeast.net

Interrational Canary & Finch Seciety
(Western NY Swate and So. Oniario. Canada)
Migs. One Sun/Mo. 2 pm. Als. Locations -
Galleria Mall. Cheed NY or
St. Theresa’s Church, Niagara Falls, NY
Contact. Mary Ellen Sacca {7163 825-8271
saccal@inet.telsearch.com
Website: www.lapatsix.com/ics

South Mississippi Cage Bird Society
{Ocean Springs/Biloxi}
Contget, Joyce Webb {228) 873-2704
spdrwebb | 23 vahoo.com
Club E-Mail: Hitdebeefi155.com
Website: www.smchs.org

New Yerk Finch & Type Canary Club
(New York {iny)
&rgs, 2nd Sun - | pm - Averill Blvd Park
Einoat (1L NY
Congacs. Stan Kulak (718) 967-6899
barstandi@aanhawk.com
Hebshie: wwwonewyorkfincl.com

MO-KAN Cage Bird Club
{Columbls, K5}

Migs: 2nd Sat - 7 pm - Granny Shaffeers
Dixieland Chicken. Joplin. MO
Conger: Doug Willis (417) 338-5189
dwillisTHifcox-internet.com

Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Seciety
(Raleight
Afrgs. 3nd Sun.-2:30 pm- Glen Eden Pilot Pk
Catger, April Blazich (919) 851-8079
apritb{@beilsouth.net
Hobsite, wwwrdebs.org

Greater Kansas City Avicultural
Society (fndependencel
MMes: 2nd Sun - 2 pm - Traif West Library
Copitacde Anthony Day $816) 356-G533
Clud E-Mail membirdsetemicheligike. rrcom
Hehsite: www GKCAS.org

OREGON

Eastside Finch Connection /Portland}
Mgs, st Mo, - 7 pm - Clackamas Comm,
Chab Hali - 15711 SE 90th
Contact; K L Brown {5G3) 266-T636
ceperspeepersS S4oacl.com
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NFSS-Affihated Clubs/Events

PENNSYLVANIA

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Seciety,
Ine. (Pitisburghy
Affes: 2nd Sun. - 2 pm - Faith Community
Church - Jefferson Rd. - Penn Hills
Lomtacr: Margie Jonnet (412} 795-1904
mjonnelgikatz. pitt.edu

Afamo Exhibition Bird Club, Inc.
{San Antonic}
Mres, 4th Sun - 2 PM - Becker CPA Center
Conjacr. Nathan Durbin - (210) 433-1840
takiipstic.net

Chester County Bird Clab, Inc.

{Afalvernj
Mrzs, 2nd Sun - E.Whiteland Twnshp Bldg.
Contact: Maria Rosenberger (610) 469-6402

Duckybathtime@aoi com

Texas Bird Breeders (Tompic)
Mgy, 2nd Sat. - Noon - Feb/May/Aug
Conger, Clarence Culwell (817) 228-5568

cubwellSHash net

. PUERTO RICO

Asoclacmn Criadores Del Finches, Inc.
Coptact: Jose R. Dinz (7873 747-7647
EMall: criadores, finches_ este@hotmail.com
EMaif: Juan Santos (7873 8750679

jsantos2269@msn.com

Canary and Finch Seciety (Pasadena)
Mrgs: 2nd Sun - 2pm - Community Room -
Pasadens Towne Sguare Mall

Lontgct, Harold McBrayer (2813 338.2814
harcldmebrayver36S@hotmal.com

Hehsite, htpvicanarvfinchsocietyiripod.com

TE NNESSEE

Tennessee Valley Exotic Bird C lub
Knovville}
Mtgs st Tue - UY Vet Schoot
Contger: Sondm Ot {865) 573.2381
sondeadoiti@bellsouth.net
Bebsite, hapfwwwKorretorgitvebe

Peninsuia Caged Bird Society, Inc.
(Honpton)
Lontact: Bea Rogers {757484-6001
Club E-Mail: dickivy@two-rivers.com
Liuh Bebsite; wawvapeninsulacaged
birdelub.org
Lvents: See the web site - several gach year

Southeast Tennessee Avicultaral
Society (Niot)
Migs: 2nd San.-2 pm -Niota Elementary
Sch
Confacy, Janet Burrell (4233472-1306
Jeb2202{@aol.com
E-Maif: jgb2202@aol.com or

WASHINGTON

Cascade Canary Breeders Association
fSeaitfel
Migs, 3rd Sun. - 2 pm - Leiswe Fstates
Chubhouse - 261 Union Ave SE - Renton
Lontact, danel C Johnson {425) 226-8899
kathind 5 Tg@iaol.com

Middie Tennessee Cage Bird Clob
¢Nashville}
Mgy, 3vd Sun.-2 pin-108 Donelson St Cir
Coptact, Lisa Meliies (615) 789-00G2
yui2gpbellsouth.net

WISCONSIN

TEXAS

Fort Worth Bird Chub (Forr Horth)
Mrgs: 3220 Botanic Garden Dr.
Comtacts Claence Cudwell (B17) 220-5568
cubwellSiifiash.ney
Club B-Mail, civcimigswhedl net
Hibufes www fwbe.omn

Badger Canary and Finch Clab
{Mibsakect
Mies: 3rd Sat - members” homes
Contret Susan Feldstein (262) 965-5362
bneathhiswingsi@yahoo.com

Chiby E-Mail: DEvancraumiasol.com

Wisconsin Cage Bird Club (Ovitkosh}
{oacr, Dave Bluns 920-428-4595
davigdblumatrac] com




Membership
Application

Name:

Duat Membership 2nd Name:
Address:

City:

State: Zip:
Phone #:
E-Mail;
New Member?

Country:

Renewal {List NFSS #)

How did you hear about us?

Annual Bues..-"._
Se!ect Ong:...
Smgie $30.00 ' _ _ i

‘Dual: $35.00 " M, a&artie Laastar
4581 Lincoln Road
Jumor {under 18y, $22.50 : :

For 'gn $35.00

" Mait Apphication-and Check..

NFSS FINCH/SOFTBILL SAVE

Information/Application Request

Maii Request to:
Mr, Hamy Bryant
37212 Butternut Ridge ~ Elyria, Ohio 44035 -
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2003 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

The basic affiliation fee is $25.08, Make check
payable to NFSS.

Mail 1o: Ginny Allen. Liaison Officer
307 Brookwood Court
Opelika, AL 36861
e-mail; gndailenf@earthlink.net
Phone: (334) 744-7168

Ciub Name:
Club City/State:
Club Meeting Dates/Location:

Club Delegate:
Address:

*Phone: *E-Maii:

*NFSS may use this information in the NFSS Journal and on the web site.

Delegate’s Signature:

Clab Officer:
Address:
*Phone: *E.Mail:

Clab E-Mail Contact (kmportant):
Club Web Site:

Show/Event Date: Pane! Judge:

Show Loeation:

Send NFSS Journal to:

Picase list other fairs or events hosted by your club for listing in the NFSS
Journal. Please include dates. locations, and 2 contact member with phone
aumber and/or e-mail address:
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2003

Order Form

Please use a separate form
For each individual show!

NFSS Awards

Mail with payinent to:
Exarla Dandre, PO, Box 1231, Lisle, IL 603532
815-729-9789 or e-mail a copy to:
Dbirdranchi@aol com

This information must reach the Awards Manager
as soon as possibie but no later than two months
BEFORE show date. Awards are sent Priority
Mail to the designated person.

PLAQUES: All plagues are $25.00 each. They are walnut finish with the
engraved NFSS logo on brass ever black plate on the ieft and the club Informa-
tion on brass over black plate on the right, All are 6" x 8™,

*Please circle how you wish your plagues to read: Best in DIVISION or SHOW*
{f you do not make a selection, plaques will be engraved "Best in Division™

Club Name to be Eagraved;

Lst Place Plague
Best Finch in Show

2nd Place Plague 3rd Place Plague

Begt Softhill in Show

Service Award/Breeder Award (please provide engraviag information).

Sub Total

Plaques @ $25.00 per Plaque = $

ROSETTES: The basic set of roseites for finches and softbills consists of
eleven rosettes with the NFSS logo on the button. This includes Ist thra 10th
place and Best Unflighted. Unflighted birds are these banded with current

year {2602} bands,

o Basic Rosette Package {110 + Best Unflighted}
Unftighted ribbon add-on {2nd & 3rd Place}

Novice Ribbon

Affiliation Fee (¥ you haven’t already issued a separate check}

$45.00
$:16.00
$7.60
Rosette and Ribbon Sub-Total= %__
= g 2500

SHIP AWARDS TO:

SHOW INFORMATION:

Can this information be published in the NFSS Journal? Yes No

Name:

Address:
City:
Phone:
Bate:
L.ocation:
Addregs:
City:
NESS Club Delegate:
Pione:

Show Manager:
Phone:

Siate: Zip:

E-Mail:

E-Mail;




NESS MEMBER and NON-MEMBER ORDER FORM

Split Plastic Band Choices: Red. Dk Green, Lt Green, White. Pink, Black.
Purple, Yellow, Orange, Dk Blue, Lt Bhue MINEMUM ORDER $5.00

SPLIT PLASTIC BANDS - 51.56 PER STRING OFE I8 BANDS

INDHCATE QUANTITY BELOW AND COLOR
XF XCS XCL xB X3 SUBTOTAL

NESS MEMBERS ONLY Closed traceable aoluminum bands availablc
in oy the NFSS color of the vear. 4luminum bands ave engraved with initials
NFES. Size Code. Year. and Number. Theve is no choice of mumber. AR aolumimm
bands are recorded for permancnt reference. Bands are ordered in strings of
10. same size. New members may order before receiving their membership
mupber. Write “New ™ for aun NESS Mentber £, Orders are processed weekly
as received. Please. no mail requiving signatures.

The banding and marking of wild birds is very tightly reguiated by the

Federal government. it is illegal to use ANY band on a bird that is

released fo the wild except a Federal band lssued by US Fish and Wildlife.

ALUMINUM BANDS - $3.25 PER STRING OF 10 BANDS
INDICATE QUANTETY BELOW
AIBI|C|DIEIG|I|JIIK|{LIMIR|S|T SUBTOTAL

If vou choose not to include POSTAL INSURANCE

this sum, NFSS will NOT be Under $50.00 - $1.30
responsible for replacements. $50.00 to $160.00 - 52.20

Over $100.00 - $3.20 .
HANDLING FEE___$1.00__

PEASTHC & ALUMINLUM SUBTOTAL

TOTAL
BANDS FORYEAR: NESS MEMBER #:
NAME:
ADDRESS:
U S AT P e e
E-MAILL:

PAYMENT PAYABLE 10O NFSS
MALL TO: Paula Hansen, 2234 Junean Ct. 5., Salem, OR 973062
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The National Finch and Softbill Society

Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

Size A:

Siz¢ B:

Size O

Size D:

Size E:

Size G:

Sive b

Size K.

Size 1.

Size M:
Size R:

Size 8:

Size 't

Gold-breasted Waxbiil. Orange-checked Waxbitl, Owl {Bicheno) Finch, Quait
Finch, Red-eared Wasbill, Strawberry Finch, and other smali waxbills.

Biack-cheeked Waxhill, Cordon Blew, Cubin Melodious Finch, Fire Finch,
Olive Fiack, Rufous-backed Mannikin, Timor Zebra, Peales Parrot Finch.

BA&W Mannikin, Violet Eared & Blue-capped Waxbills, Purpie Grenadier,
Bronze-winged Mannikin, Cherry Pinch, CGreen Singing Finch, Grey Singing
Pinch, Heck’s Shaftail, Livender Finch, Painted Finch, Pileated Finch,
Pytilias, Red-headed & Forbes (Biue-Breasted) Parrot Finches, Shaftail Finch,
Sitverbills, Star Fiach, Red Siskin, Society (Bengniese) Fiach.

Biue-faced Parrot Finch, Lady CGouldian Finch, Chestnut-breasted & most
smater mannikins, most other Parrot finches, Pictorelia Finch, Pintailed
Nonpareil, most Twinspots, Yellow-rumped Fiach, Zebra finch.

Black-crested Finch, Diamond sparrow, European Greenfinch, Golden Song
Sparrow, Nuns, Peter’s Fwinspot, Siskins, Spice Finch, European

Geldfinch.

Magpie Mannikin, Siberian Goldfinch, most farger manuikias, smaii tanagers.
Pekin Robin, Silver-eared Mesias, most smail softbills,

Java Rice Birds, Red-crested Curdingl, Saffron Finch, Shama Thrush
Biamond Dove, Mousebirds, other small doves, quail, softbills.

Leaf Birds, Pagoda Mynah, large Sunbirds, Superb Starlings.

Green/Purpie Starlings.

Indian Hii Mynak, Sava Mynah, Ring-necked Dove, Toucanettes, White-
taiied Yay.

Small Hornbilis, Pinsh-capped Jay, smail Toucans, smali Fouracos.

Banding instructions included with each order.

Guide to Ordering Open Plastic Leg Bands

Size XF:  Cordon Bleu, Fire, Oraage-Cheeked, Red-Eared, Laveader, Blue Capped

Waxbills, Owl, Cherry, Greea & Grey Singers, Painted, Hecks & Masked
Grassfinch, Gouldian, Most Parrot Finches, Zebra, Beagalese (Society),
Stars.

Size XCS: Nuns, Cutthroats, Diamond Figetails (Biamond Sparrows), most Twiaspots,

Sisking, (Canaries - Gloster. Fife, Miniature & Fancy).

Size XCL,: Red Faced Pytitia, Pekin Robin, (Cunaries - Roller, Borders, Lizard,

Norwich, Yorkshire, Red Facton).

Size XB:  Indian Shanw, Biamond Deve, Chinese Painted { Button) Quall, Budgics,

Grass Parakeets.

Size X3:  Lovebirds, Roselios, Many Softhills.



& NFss FINCH sHOP &

Item Price Amt

NFSS Tote Bag $8.00
NFSS Gouidian Finch Pin $5.00
NFSS Zebra Finch Pin $5.00
NFSS Name Badge $8.00
Name for Badge.

Znd Line of Engraving: $1 .00
Magnetic Fastener (Normally comes with pin fastener] $1.50
NFSS Bulletin Past Issues

Year & Volumes. $4.00
Nest Box Kit $4.99
Nature's Jewels - Gouldian Poster $20.00

Finchwear T-Shirt - Gouldian Finch
Specify artwork: Gouldian. Society. Zebra $16.50
Specify Size: L XL

Finch/Softbill Phote CD/Screen Saver $9.99

Video - Finch Husbandry $15.00

Bird Nets $8.00

Judges Handbook & Official Standards $13.00

1 NFSS Show Cage Plans
Specity. NFSS #1, NESS #2. NFSS #3 $4.00

Set of all three NFSS Show Cage Flans $10.00

¥ Finch Note Card (amvork by Sally Huntington. See $1.50
e past Jouna! issue or web site for note card art sefections} )

Set of Ten Finch Note Cards $13.50

Shipping/Handling .
Grders to $9.99 Add $3.85: Orders $10.00-$49.95 Add $5.80: Total Item Cast

Orders $50.0-$99.99 Add $7.70: $100.00 or more Add $8.50.

Send Completed Order with full name amd address along Shipping/ Handléng:
with a check payalbie fo NFSS to:

Sue MHaberkorn, NFSS Finch Shop Manager
1106 Hamilton Bivd. Hagerstown. MD 21742




Avian Publications «C
Finch & Softhll Books L _

A Guide to Australian
Grassfinches
W by Russell Kingston.......... 2485

. R Guide to Gpuldian Finches
W 5y John Summat &

kD1 Hob Marshaif..............24.95
A Guide to Zabra Finches
by Milton Lewis, John Lewis &
Joanlewis................. 24,85
The Compiete Book of
Finches and Softhilis
by David Alderton. ............29.95
Lk Finches & Sparrows
4, by Peler Clement..............20.95
Y-
Hancock House Encyclopedia
» of Estrildid Finches
{ by Dr. Matthew Vriends &
Tanva Hemning-Vriends .......50.00
Keeping and Bresding Finches
and Seed-Eaters
by Russedf Kingston........... T0.00

weeenn Mousehirds In Avicultore
' by Kaleri J. Davisas........... 24.95

-2 Mupias and Manniking

.& by Robin Restafi................60.00
(_ v

Softhills: Care, Breeding
-n and Consarvation

. by Martin Vince .. ...24.95

Starlings and Mynas
by Chris Feare &

1 AdrianCraig..................45.00

Youcans, Barbats and
-, Hongyguldes
=~ by Lester Short &

Jennifer Home................... . B5.08

Thrushes

m by Peter CIement...............

45.00

Avlan Publications Accepls:
— c "-9'“‘ Cﬂicx

www.avianpublications.com

Phone/Fax Orders: 1-800-577-2473 » Free Catalog: 763-571-8902
£380 Monroe Street NE, Mirneapolis, MN 55432 USA
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The EuroCage™ is based on a
design used by many European
bird breeders. The cages can
be used singly or in stacks of
three high, covering an entire
wall or room. The cages are
light, sturdy, have powder-
coated fronts and durable white
plastic sides. These opaque
sides are an important part of
successiul breeding; they sepa-
rate the pairs s6 they can hear
each other without seeing each
other. Each unit can be
equipped with a fluorescent
light to show the birds to their
best advantage. Nestboxes can
be placed on a platform inside
the cages which assures that
banks of cages can be neatly
fitted together. The design of
the cage aliows for maximum
hygiene with minimum effort.
and the high quality aluminum

bing is designed { fifeti H H
invesiment, Ay questions. [I-l Corners Limited

Call 1.800.456.6780 CUSTOM CAGING SPECIALISTS




