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NFSS President's Message, Sept. 2002

Oxar vacation was not for the birds.......oo....

I managed to coordinate our vacation, fo
Australia, to coincide with the First Trien-
nial Finch & Seedeater Convention, in
Brisbane. [ can not imagine any other coun-
try as friendly to American aviculiurists as
the Aussies! We taiked birds!

The focus for the close 10 200 participants
{from ali around the world) of the 3 day con-
vention varied from aviary tours, the sharing of individual experi-
ences as aviculturists, to very
frank disclosure of detailed
medical information by veteri-
nartans. Though avid bird
enthusiasts, the Australians
are hampered by current laws
prohibiting importing, and a
lot of their efforts are to
counter in-breeding.

After  Australia, off to
Tampa, Filorida for the annual
AFA Convention. NFS3S was
proud to have sponsored Ro-
land Cristo as our representa-
tive speaker. We got more
than our money’s worth, He
presented a well prepared
session and slide show on
Cissa's, and then participated
in the informal meeting of A “friendly” Picd Butcher Bird enfoys
NFSS. some crimpels with Sally in Ausiralia,

It is plain fo see, NFSS has gained a terrific amount of respect
and support from AFA for our Finch and Softbill Save, especially
with the cut-back on bird imports. Formally and informally, AFA
participants strongly encourage NFSS to continue to do census
work. We are known to be the only group to collect this kind of in-
formation on finches.

While in Tampa for the AFA, I delivered more (now over 20} hand



.t

raised finches to avicuiturist Sherry Branch, in Orlande, who is in
charge (among other things} of the birds at Sea World's Discovery
Cove’. | was very impressed at the way the birds are managed, in-
clading that the visitors to the park are given a small cup of food,
letting the birds come to them. It works out very well, and, if you

An Austraficor Red-Browed Finch
{Neochmia temporalish, one of the
many birds on display ar the First
Trieanial Finch & Seedeater
Convention in Brishane,

want a pleasant day of swim-
ming with the porpeises, scuba
diving and walking among the
very peopie-friendly birds of all
sizes and shapes, you may
wish to visit. Call for reserva.
tions. The number of people
that are allowed in the park
each day is limited.

I regard to USDA, who was
very present at the AFA con-
vention: the bad news is the
conirol  law does include
finches and softbills. The good
news is they are short funds,
time, and people to define the
procedures to enforce the new
lawr.  The USDA representa-
tives’ message was clear. Stay
organized, stay tuned in to
their programs, and be the
foudest voice.

The National Cage Bird
Show in Santa Clara wili be a
good place to meet and talk

birds. Remember, you do not have to show any birds to participate
or volunteer during this event. It is just pood fun, a great time out,
and the best way to keep contacts fresh.
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Breeding Cissas and
Other Asian Corvids

Family: Corvidae  Sub-Family: Corvinae  Tribe: Corvina Cissa

By Roland and llana Cristo

"Cissa are perhaps the most
beautiful of the whole fam-
ily" (Delacour). Of all the birds in the
Corvid family, Cissas are perhaps
the most sought after in avicuiture.

There are three species of Cis-
sas with 12 sub-species. The Green
Magpie {Cissa Chinensis), also
known as the lLong-ailed Hunting
Cissa in aviculture, comes from the
Matay Peninsula up inte Annam
{Vielnam} and as far north as
China. Four {4) sub-species are on
the mainland with one {1) sub-
species C.¢. minor coming from the
slands of Sumalra to Burma. We
have the mainiand sub-species
Cissa c. Klossi, and Cissa ¢. Minor,
the island sub-species, which is
smailer than the mainland birds.

The Shorttailed Hunting Cissa
(Cissa Thatassina) comes from iwo
istands, Java and Borneo. We have
& femaie of the Javan sub-species
Cissa t Thaiassina. The Shon-
taled has quite a musical song
much fike a songbird's. The other
species we keep don't seem to.

Three sub-species of the Yeliow-
breasted Magple {Cissa Hypoleuca)
come from Annam {Vietnam), Laos
and Thailand. There are two iso-
lated sub-species in China. The
Yellow-breasted have a longer crest

and display it far more often than
the other species. The spscies we
keep are the nominate Cissa h.
Hypoteuca.

Habitat

Cissas live along the border of
the subtropical and tropical forest
from sea level to 1800+/-. In their
natural habital, they spend most of
their time in the lower shrubs and
are generally not seen but heard.
When not breeding they gather in
smalt parties and move through the
forest, joining forces with laughing
thrushes. They feed close to or on
the ground, consuming small in-
sacts, smali reptiles and birds.

They are soltary nesters, the
nest being descrbed as a “large,
rather flat platform of lwigs inter-
woven with leaves, bamboo and
roots, cup lined with finer plant ma-
terial, buidt in low shrubbery, bam-
boo thickels, vine tangles in the
canopy of a smatl tree”.

Cissas are a little larger than the
American Biue Jay {13™14"). They
are a beautiful ght green color with
chestnut red colored wings, a biack
mask and red-orange beak, feet
and eye ring. The green color
seems to fade to a light blue color in
captivity i the birds are exposed 1o

Brecding Clsvas aad ther Asiva Corvidy
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toe much sunlight and perhaps not
given enough caratencids in the
digt. The maies seem to turn more
bluish than the females. The young
we have raised all had bluish or
turquoise feathers. inlerestingly,
Lynn Hall, Fruit Dove breeder and
expert, informed me of seeing re-
cently caught birds that were en-
tirely blue at bird markets in Singa-
pore. They do seem to spend most
of their time in the aviary shetter or
in the shade of the plants in the
aviary.

The word "hunting” does de-
scribe the method the pair uses to
capture thelr prey. When the prey
{usually a feeder mouse) is spotted
in the grass; the pair of cissas will
staikk it together, {ike a brace of
dogs), on either side of the aviary
unti # is cornerad. At that point the
male will usually make the kilk,

Housing

We five at an elevation of 1200’
and the temperature gets below
freezing at night during the winter
{down to 15 degrees}. The birds are
housed in walk-in flights, 3 X 4
wide and 16" to 20' long. The flight
sections are € high. The under-
cover sections are 8 high and 4-6'
long and covered on three sides.
The perch in this section is 2 higher
thar the perch in the flight area.
This protects the birds from any
wind. We have automatic waterers
that continually drip. The central
aisle way has a night-light. It pro-
vides just enough light if the birds
were startled off their perches o
aliow them to see where they are
gaing.

We have a mister system that is

controfled by a 96 setting timer
{timed for every 15 minutes} and a
thermostat. Each one can overnde
the other. When the iemperature
goes above the thermostat selting &
will turn on the misters if the timer is
at an on setting.

We try to plant at least one podi-
carpus plant in the aviary. in fact the
long-failed Cissas have buit their
rest in it 2 years in a row.

Feeding

Basic Diet

The Cissas are fed "soft food"
mix fappendix A} daily along with
ground beef heart (Chik grind) and
mealworms. The sof food s a mois-
tened mixture of the basic diet. De-
frosted mixed vegetables are added
1o the soft food every other day. Dry
food mix {appendix B) or basic diet
is kept in their cage constanily. In-
gredients for both are listed later in
this paper.

Mice

We feed mice sporadically
throughout the year. When the hen
staris buiiding her nest we feed
mice daily in the early morning.
Once the hen is setting, we feed
mice again in mid-afterncon. The
mice are served alive in a mixing
bowi. We believe this heips keep
the male occupled. We have had
males that predated eggs stop
when fed mice every day during the
nesting period.

in parlier years we fed mice four
times a day when babies were on
the nest. By e 2ist day we were
feeding 20-25 mice a day. Since

Breeding Clssas and Other Asian Corvids



& Joprnal of the Nationad Fineh end Softbill Socvieny

then, once the young are half feath-
ered or more, at about 12-14 days,
we only feed mice in the early mom-
ing and in the evening. At noon,
they get anocther serving of ground
beet heart.

HBreeding Cissas

We have bred Long-taiied Cis-
sas avery year since 1997 and Yel-
low-breasted Cissas since 1998

Nest, Nesting & Breeding

Wae buy baskets from import
stores and nurseries fo use for nest-
ing recepiactes for the birds. The
approximate dimensions vary from
year {0 year. This year the baskets
measure 8" inside diameter at the
top and are 5" deep. What we look
for after the nest is buiit i to only
see the hen’s head while she is
setting. She is still able to see over
the edge when she sticks her head

up.

We mount the baskets onto an
upside down "L" shaped platform in
such a way that eggs and young
can be checked on a regular basis
without any difficulty of taking down
and pulling back up. We place the
basket up in a comer of the sheiter
section. We have had hens that
nest from 4 off the ground to 7* {top
of shelter).

We use "rushes” (appendix C}
as nesting matenals. We have had
hens that buil a neat nest in 1 day.
We have found that # not enough
matertal is provided at one time for
the hen 1o complete her nest she
will build and tear down her nest.

There are times when a hen will

fay her eggs in a basket without
constructing a nest. When we have
a hen that doesnt buitd a nest we
wil construct a nest for her out of
rushes and mowed grass at the
bottorn of it. The birds wili some-
times immediately lay in such a
nest. But most of the time they will
tear # apart untit such time as they
are ready to lay. Therefore it is a
cortinuat job of us rebuliding their
nest untii eggs are laid. Once eggs
are laid they generally don't tear the
nests apart. We have done this with
Cigsas, Blue Magpies, Treepies,
and Jays with good resuits.

The hen will generally lay 3-4
€ggs, one each day. She wil "set"
between the first and the second
egq. During incubation, there dont
seem to be many problems. incuba-
gon is 1B8-20 days. Chicks are
hatchad bare-naked and look like
food.

The male keeps vigil guard. At
first the hen will come off the nest
when heariryy someone approach
the flight. Shorly into incubation,
she wiii "set tight” unless someone
comes into the aviary to drop mice
in their feeding bowl. As the incuba-
tion continues, she will stay on the
nest even after the flight door is
opened, especially when the eggs
are close to hatching. At this ime,
the male sounds an alasn or be-
comes aggressive. She may leave
the nest temporasly, always going
tc a high perch. {The Yellow-
breasted always go 1o the ground).
About two {2} days prior o the eggs
hatching, the male seems to be-
come even bolder and more ag-
gressive, hitting me on the head as
feed mice in the momings. Once
chicks hatch they seem to be de-

Breeding Cissay und Oihor Asiun Corvids
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voted parents.

in about 18-20 days, the eggs
begin to hatch, showing completely
naked, sightless and heipless
chicks. The parenis feed the chicks
mealworms and pieces of mice for
the first 3-4 days after hatching.
After 3-4 days the parenis stop
feeding mealworms. After 5-6 days,
the numbers of mice given the par-
enis are increased to 3-4 per feed-
ing and served 2-3 times per day. #
appears that all pars of the mice
are gither fed or eaten by the par-
ents. Remnants of the mice could
not be found. The parents throw up
castings much like a raptor.

Babies have pinfeathers at ap-
proximately 11 days. Their eyes
open at 12 days. Up to approxi-
mately 12-14 days ok, the parenis
are given 10-15 mice per day and
served 3 times per day. The parenis
stopped eating soft feod and bee!
heart for a while. It was quite haz-
ardous serving the pair. The female
would leave the nest calling and
complaining and the male wouid
scold and dive at the person ester-
ing the aviary. The offering of food
meant nothing o him. He even drew
tiood from my ear.

The babies grow guickly and the
food offered is also increased. At
approximately 20 days the oidest or
strongest {we assume} baby starls
to perch on the edge of the nest.
The rest perch shorily after, about
2-3 days.

At about 25 days the chicks are
standing on the perches away from
the nesi. They could be found on
the ground and are able to hop and
scramble up the perches to the

highest perching "branch” and nest.
During this entire time they are al-
ways fed soft food, and ground beef
heart. At about 24 days old, the soft
food mix and more beef heart stad
to disappear. We never actually see
the chicks eat the food but the
amount was increased and it always
segms as though less was lefl
They aiso start fo eat the dry mix as
more of that disappeared also.

The amount of mice served ig
decreased and the amount of beef
heart and soft food is increased. At
29 days, the chicks are increasing
their activity and wili fly to the
"outside” perches and hop along the
branches and perches. They start to
call and scold like the parents. The
Yellow-breasted will fully dispiay
their crest feathers. At 31 days their
fandings are much more accuraie.
Soft food consumption increases
along with ground beef heart.

The young have all feathered owut
a powder biue color. We presume
this is due to the fack of carciene in
the diet the young are being fed, as
the basic diet for the first two weeks
is meat. they don't become the
same color as the parents undi they
go through their first adult molt yet.
They appear to be a blue-gray color
instead of the turquoise or light
green of the parenis. Their beaks
are also grayish in color and their
feet are a fieshy pink color instead
of the adult orange color.

Other Asian Corvids

The Biue Magpie
(Urocissa erthrorhyncha)
and the
Hufous Yreepie
{dendrocitia vagabunda}

Breeding Cisvax and Other Asiun Comvids
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Blue Magpie

These birds are very much the
same shape as our common Ameri-
can Magpie. Body size is about
twice that as our Blue Jay with a
long graduated taii, total length 28
+/- inches long.

Their head, neck, upper mantle,
and upper breast are black. There is
a large, pale whitish area from near
or mid crown to nape and hind-
neck. The breast is off-white to
white in some birds. The upper
parts are a dull medium blue
washed mauve; upper taill coveris
scaied black; wings, mantie, and
upperdall mauve biue with each
feather tipped white. The bi# and
legs are red. No obvious sexual
dimorphism is apparent. There are
five races recognized.

Habitat

They can be found in subtropical
and temperale footh#l evergreen
forests between 300m ascending to
as high as 3,000m in the summer.
They range from Eastern and S.
Eastern Asia along the Himalayas ,
Foothils north and east through
most of eastern China.

Blue Magpies are arboreal birds,
moving in smalt parties, frequenting
clearings and ravines. Their diet is
much e same as Cissas o which
they are closely reiated.

Breeding

It is very interesting to watch the
maie display to his mate. He will
face his mate and approach her
watking along the perch. He will Hp
his body to one side. He partially

spreads his wings and raises and
spreads fail while singing a fow
pitch song o her.

We have bred the Blue Magpie
for several years. The ecology is
comparabie o the Cissas. We use a
similar basket that is larger.

Rufous Treepies

Treepies are a litle bigger than
Cissas and smaller than Blue Mag-
pies. They are 19+/- inches fong
including the tail. The taif is 11-12"
long. The head, neck, breast and
upper mantle are a sooty black o
black (hens are normally lsss in-
tense black). The mantle, back, and
scapulars are a darker brown-rusty
orange, wing coverts and tertials
are a pale grayish white contiring
with the brownish-black of the rest
of the wing. Tail feathers are gray-
ishr white to white ending in a black
terminal band. The fwo ceniral
feathers are elongated. Sexes are
very similar.

Habits and Habitat

The Treepies range from Paki-
stan east Hirough ali of india to
southern Vietnam. They are found
in most habitats throughout their
range and are considered one of
the most common birds i India
They move about in pairs and smal
parties associating with pigeons and
barbels.

They rarely spend time on the
ground. Their dist includes inverte-
brales, fruit, small birds, Hzards and
rodents.

Breeding Clysos cond Oeher Aviene Comvidy
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in Captivity

During dispiay the birds will face
each other bowing and touching
beaks. The cafl is fabulous. It is a
loud metaliic flute/bell-fke sound
done first by the male then female.
We have bred the Treepies for three
years. Their breeding requirements
are simidar to the Cissas aithough
they are not as dependent on mice
to feed their young.

Cissas, Blue Magpies, Treepies
and Aviculture

Corvids {crows, magpies, iays)
comprise & family of more than 100
species. They are distributed world
wide except i the Polar Region. As
aviary subjects, they are fascinating
and very inielligent. These three
species particularly so.

They shouldnt be kept in a
mixed specie aviary, unless the
aviary is very large, well planted
and the other birds are simitar or
farger sized. They are fascinating,
kept as pairs. They are easy to care
for and long kved. There have been
accounts of Blue Magpies Hving for
more than 20 years.

information on  keeping and
breeding Cissas is sparse and inac-
gurate. For example, in our re-
search, the information on Cissas
states that they are reclusive. Qur
experience from working with the
three species is that they are bold
and curious. Unlike the Blue Mag-
pies and the Treepies, the Cissas
are at the feed trays every moming
as we piace the food in the aviary.

in captivity, the Blue Magpie is
the most commonly kept bird fol-

lowed by the Cissas then the
Treepies.

The basic problem with these
species is the lack of communica-
Honh between individuals who keep
them. This is true with many spe-
cies though. Without communication
through some kind of forum and
studbock set-up, avicuiture in the
United States will lose most of the
fascinating birds #t has known.

For several years a group in the
AFA has tried to start a "Softbil
Society” with no success.

The National Finch and Softbil
Society has been around for many
years. it's about time thal those ¥
call the "AFA Softbii® people join
NFFS and start working with their
birds in the Finch and Softbill Save
program.

My fascination with corvids be-
gan when at the age of 12 | helped
my brother hand raise 20+ native
magpies and some crows. Through
the years, | have found that the cor-
vid farmily is far more intelligent than
any of the birds § have worked with,
including any psittacines. Plasse &
Angell write "Of all birds, Corvids
have the largest cerebral hemi-
spheres, refative to their body size.
Under operant conditioning meth-
ods, crows have been found to he
supetior in intelligence to all other
avian species tested”.

llang’s fascination with corvids
began in 19684 when she hand
raised an Eastern Blue Jay. It
proved to be an inteligent, mis-
chievious clown. It kept itself busy
and amused by causing chaos and
teasing all the other birds In the

Brecding Clssay and Other Asion Corvids
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house. it was very boid and always
stole objects from pockets and vari-
ous places in the house to hide
them somewhere else. This is a
natural behavior but none the less
frustrating and comical. it was iater
acclimated back to "nature” and set
free.
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APPENDIX A
Soft Mix

1 part Kaytee Mynah pellets

1 part Purina Nutriblend Green pi-
geon feed

1 part Dog food

1 pari game bird chow {crumbles)

2 parts defrosted frozen mixed
vegetables

Soak each of the parls above, ex-
cept game bird chow, individually in
one part waler each, when the
soaked parls are softened, mix all
parts together.

APPENDIX B
Dry Mix

1.5 parts Purina Nutriblend Green
pigeon feed

1.0 parts Kayiee Mynah pellets
parts Science Diet light cat food

APPENINX C

Rushes - Juncus

“Rushes somewhat resemble
grasses, with leaf ike, cylindrical
stems and tiny, inconspicuous flow-
ers clustered near stem tips. Spe-
cialists usually suggest planting
thern with grasses or aguatic plants
at the edge of a pond or stream, in
water”

Breeding Cissus and Other Asian Corvidy
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Bob Rittman

By Jim Warburton, London, England

The intemet has opened up the
international world of aviculture ex-
tremely rapidily in the last few years.
Bird-keepers can now igarmn with
gase what species are kept and
pbred by fellow fanciers in aimost
avery part of the gicbe. information
and advice on every aspect of bird
keeping is avallable on a vast
amount of personal web-sites from
the UBA to the UK and beyond.
Intemet chat groups abound, deal-
ing with every species of bird that
we keep, breed or exhibit.

it was through the intemet that §
was contacted initially, via my web-
site, by Bob Rifmann, a fancier
from the USA—New Jersey—
Weehawken to be precise, and a
fellow Society Finch enthusiast,
although that's not guite the word to
describe Bob's passion for what he
called Society Finches and we in
ihe UK call the Bengalese Finch.

Bob began with a few general
guestions, perhaps testing the water
o see i | actually knew anything,
and then the questions came thick
and fast. Once, twice a day e-mails
arrived and answers were des-
patched.

My credentials were accepted
and soon | began io learmn more
about what Bob described as his
“Mission®, the objective of which
was 1o upgrade the status of the
Society Finch in the USA, and o
foster and promote interest in their
keeping, breeding and exhibition, an
aim | understood having myself
been pursuing this same goal in the

An import of Japanese Meeuwen
{Duich Society Finches} had been
made into the USA by Bob and he
believed this to be the first serious
import of these birds into the USA.
He toki me that sometime in the
past birds of this type had arrived
there, but he believed more by accl-
dent than design, and now were lost
having been infroduced inte the
Ametican iype birds of the time.
Hob was cerain he now had in
these radically different fooking and
steiking “Euro Societies” the perfect
birds to begin 1o fuifil the objectives
of his mission.

Bob coined the phrase "Eurc
Societies”, he said, to distinguish
them from American Societies, and
he set about breeding and promot-
ing them to his felfow fanciers in the
LSA,

Qur first meeting was at the
Buteh National Bird Show, Vogel '99
i Apeldorne, Holland in January
1989. For me it was a day trip ai-
most-—drive overnight to the show,
spend a day there, and drive back.
Hob was there for a wesk. We had
little time to chat. My #me was fim-
ited. | needed {0 use most of & to
view the exhibils and so we chatted
as we walked around. Bob and i
found we had much in common in
most aspects of not only bird-
keeping, but of life, and we becarme
firm friiends that day.

Qur contact grew over the inter-
net. | mentivned fo my wife that
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Bob fived almost in New York st
through the Lincoin Tumnei She
thought, “Shopping!”, and a chance
to get me to spend money on some-
thing that didnt sing and possess
feathers.

So soon pians were made fo
spend a week in New York com-
bined with a visit to Bob, and then

Michael
Marcolrigianc

Bobr Hittrmar

Boston in the Cold—199%

Jir Warburfon

en route to the USA and Bob's bird-
room.  Also sent were birds ob-
tained from leading UK fanciers plus
a few from myself, mainly colour
mutation Siverbills, that were not
affiowed into the USA and so re-
mained in Canada.

His health problems never
stopped him attempting any project
to do with his Euro
Societies.  He trav-
elied to shows both: in
the USA & Eurcpe,
visiting both  myself
and fangiers in Curope
regularly, where his
enthusiasm for the
Society Finch gained
him  many friends
amony his fellow bird-
keepers.........

{ was awakened in
the early hours of the
morning of Thursday,
4™ June, 2002, by my
telephone rnging. #
' bought to me the sad
i news of Bob Rit-
! mann’s passing. | had
! lost a good friend and

ihe rest of the time in Boston with a
visit to another Sociely enthusiasi-
ast, Michael Marcotrigiano. This
was the first of 4 trips | made o visit
Bob and his Mum, and { could relate
many amusing stories of interest
that came from these visits, most
nothing to do with the birds.......

in 2000 Bob came to stay with
me. We spent a week in Holland
visiting Vogeis 2000 and the feading
fanciers in Holland and Belgium,
where Bob oblained more Japanese
Meeuwen. These came home to do
their quarantine with me in the UK
before being despatched to Canada

Aviculture had jost a
dedicated fancier from #s ranks.

in the shott time | knew Bob he
became part of my family. He will
be greatly missed by us all. He was
a Gentleman in every sense of the
word. ...

His “Euro Societies” have been
distributed to enthusiastic fanciers in
the USA and hopefully as time goes
by, they wi# begin to spread across
the country, inspiring novice and
experienced bird-keepers alike to
take up the challenge and continue
to tulfit Bobs mission objectives ...
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The Finch Connection &
The Eastside Finch Club

Present:

2 DAY NFSS BIRD SHOW
AND SALE

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
October 26 and 27, 2002

10:00 AM—4:00 PM EACH DAY

CLACKAMAS COMMUNITY CENTER
15711 SE 90th, Clackamas, OR.
CLACKAMAS, OREGON

Each Show Registration-per bird is $2.00. Awards: Ribbons, Trophies, Plagques

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
» Club President, KJ Brown, (503) 266-7606

* Bird Show Manager: Paula Hansen, {503) 581-8208
Http://phhansen @ earthlink net

INTERNET

* VISIT OUR WEBSITE

hitp://home.earthlink .net/~finchconnection
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WOLVES AND
NEWTON'S THIRD LAW

By Clint Harris
All rights reserved

duthor's note: This ariicle oviginally had its genesis iu the farm af a lively ex-
change between San Autonio. Texas breeder. Jack Einticar. avd the qinthor. on the
NESS bucrniet Fornne regarding minimal sustainghle prpilations of finches in the
wild. The antlior was invited ta vescork is pasis inte an arvicle Jor the NFSS dour-
aal. The article is not weant to be a weatise on the subject. It is sty am over-
view of o very important wpic. The writer welcontes comtnents aud reiticisms.

Science has created mathematical
models for what is believed o be
minimal  sustainable popuiations
{MSP} of alf creatures in their natu-
ral environments. The M3P is sim-
ply the smallest number of fving
creatures needed to maintain that
specie’s existence, while simuitane-
ously preserving enough genetic
diversity so the specie does not
breed Hself into extinction. Qver
recent decades these figures have
changed and evolved to reflect such
things as accelerated habitat de-
struction, poaching, and ecclogical
disasters - both man made and
natural. The thrust of this article is
te examine, from a lay person's
point of view, what realistic MSP's
might be and how these relate to
the hobbyist in his or her pursuit to
breed domestic straing of Finches
and Softbills.

Several models have been put
forth ranging from as high as 7000
individuais to one of the most cur-
rent and widely accepted modeis of
500. The 500 model is actually fifty

individuals. Scientisis believe that
only ity individuzls are required to
keep a specie viable in its respec-
tive environment. But because not
aif fifty would be breeders {too
young, too old, sick, lame, injured,
inferfife) it is suggested that this
number be muitipied by a factor of
ten. Thus the fifly becomes 500.
Depending on one's world view,
these may be either very large fig-
dres or embarrassingly small ones.
Speaking specifically about Estrildid
birds, the viewpoint of the writer is
that farge numbers are needed to
achieve even maintenance levels of
& given specie, let alone permit that
specie to increase its mambers.
This writer's view regarding & seem-
ingly large genetic base of individy-
als {and certainly not ag would be
unrelated} is from a long-term
standpoint.  While documentation
may be provided for much smalier
populations of birds who have been
successful in more remote and
harsh enavironments, such as certain
Arctic birds, this appears not to be
the case with many Austratian and

Wolves and Newson s Thivd L
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Alrican Finches. Early explorers
reported buge flocks numbering in
the severai hundreds, i not thou-
sands, covering very expansive
ranges.

It may be that large popuiations
are necessary, al least for cerain
Estrildian species, for them to be
sustained over the length of a 100-
year span of time and beyond. In
the natural course of events, popu-
lations may rise and fall, but nalure
has taken into account many envi
ronmental faciors, save oneg, human
intervention.

"Yep, Them finch peopie was
right.”

Regardiess of what scientisis
predict a minimal sustainable popu-
fation may be in the wild, it remains
unproved theoretical conjeciure,
and certainly no verifiable real world
exampie exists. 99% of all animal
species that have ever lived are
now extincl. The only way to ascer-
tain if the 500 model, 7060 modet,
or any model, is correct is to retum
to the subject environment many
decades or even centuries hence.
It will be there that scientists sheep-
ishly shuffie their feet as they admit,
"Yep, them finch people was right.
Cuttin' down them tress, and burnin’
them fields was a bad thang for alt
them purdy birds we used to see
f#lyin' around hereg."

It seems doubtiul that anyone
can accurately predict a popuiation
for all species - mammal or bird.
Many countries from which threat-
ened species orginate, iresponsi-
bly wield or abuse their naturat re-
sources. Some governments tum a
biind eye to poaching or ifegal trap-

ping, or simply lack the resources to
enforce laws to protect thelr indige-
nous fauna. This mismanagement
results in the olen wanton myopic
destruction of habital and the un-
abated demise of living crealures.
These wildly unpredictable factors
wreak unmeasured havoo on theg-
reticat projections.

Greed over Fi to the 3rd Fower

How does one enier negalive
human dynamics into a calculator?
Can we compute greed over pi to
the third power? Even the best
efforts of a conservative and re-
sponsible nation like Australia have
been less than entirely successful in
curailing habitat loss, and thus foss
of wild grass finches. in a very real
way, thal country's government and
her dedicated aviculiuralists stand
in the breach for aill that love and
maintain  captive popuiations  of
Finches. White mathematical mod-
els they might apply in a perdect,
pristine environment, this writer can-
not accept they accurately factor in
catastrophic events - man made or
natural.

Huge forest fires have raged out
of contro! in the western United
States during the spring and sum-
mer of 2002, scorching city-sized
chunks of foresls and grassiands.
Hundreds of thousands of acres
have been blackened. imagine
what fires of this magnitude would
do o Gouldian habitats in Austratia?
Their current terrtory has shrunk to
a kaction of #s former range. Fur
ther consider the sheer vastness
and remgteness of thal fand. Aus-
traiia, like the Uniled States would
be hard pressed to successhily
combat multiple fires simuitane-

Weives wud Newron's Thivd Law
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ously. Al the very least one or more
breeding seasons would be lost,
food sources would aff but disap-
pear, and potentiai nesting sites and
protective foliage would be nothing
but charred skeletons and ash.
There would be greater competition
with other more aggressive species
of birds and animais for the remain-
ing meager suppies of food and
water. Surviving Geuldians wouid
be forced to migrate to unfamifiar
territory and compete with other
struggling species. There might not
be a single Gouldian finch alive
inside of a few months—if that long.
The resuits would be irevocably
catastrophic and could occur in the
short span of a few months. This is
why smali numbers of wild popula-
tions camot be retied upon 1o sus-
tain even mainlenance levals, ist
alone increase any given species
popilation.

Pervasive Steamroller Mentality

To sustain the leng term heaith
and symbiotic refationship between
all things in the natural world. nature
has factored in such diverse and
seemingly harmful events such as
100-year floods, lightning-strike
forest and prairie fires, insect infes-
tations of plague proportions, and
drought among many others. But
nature has taken appropriate fail-
safe measures to ensure the sur-
vival of svery species - at jeast unti
said species has been selected for
extinction. But the pervasive
steamroller mentalty of many hu-
man beings adds unfortunate cata-
clysmic dynamics to the order and
function that are the peaks and val-
leys in nature. Human beings are
predictably unprediclable. In one
way or ancther, man taints the deli-

cate tapestry spun on ecological
looms.

Consider a given Finch or Softbill
species in the wild. They instine-
tively move about in a constant
search for food, water, sheiter.
mates. but they contend with a myr-
iad of environmental circumstances
aieng the way - some hamnful and
some beneficial. But it is there, in
fog-shrouded misty rain  forests,
rofling savannas, dense scrublands
and endless deserts that the often
mysterious, yet eternal struggle of
life and death is played out through
the instinets imprinted in adult birds.
They have a "good copy” of their
particular specie’s genetic blueprint,
and thus possess the potential to
become viable members in a larger,
extremely delicate, yet complex
ecosystem. They have a fighting
chance to susrvive.

The Wisdom of Heroic
Intervention

in any given bird oom or aviary,
a "runt” is probably the exception
and not the mile. If such a one ap-
pears many breeders choose to
hand fead it or relegate the hapless
creature o some trusty society finch
that would likely attemnpt to feed a
baby penguin. The writer wili not
comment on the wisdom of such
hergic intervention, as this is a per-
sonal decision. However, please
consider that i the runt survives
through the loving care and nurtur-
ing of the ardent aviculluralist. does
that bird now become an attificial
survivor, and thus do we infroduce a
lkely geneticailly unfit member into
an afready strained and weakened
gene pool? In nature, runts also
occur.  But more often than notl.
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therunt dies in the nest or very soon
after fledging. as only the most fit
are selected to survive. In our
quest to exhibit mercy, we may ac-
tually be tampering with that which
has been genetically ordained.

The writer rhetorically asks, ‘Do
we know betler than parent birds?
Do we possess the intuition to de-
tect faint and subtle signs in beg-
ging behavior or other postures of
baby birds in the nest? Can we
suppiant istinet and the 10,000-
year-oid imprint of DNA?”

Wolves...Efficient Genetic
Policemen

Nature has selected wolves as
one of the primary and most effi-
cient "genetic policemen”, and their
contribution of maintaining healthy
herds of migrating uaguiates cannot
be understated. The wolves' pri-
mary fargels are the weak, ame,
injured, sick, and otherwise geneti-
cally suspect. Naiure uses the wolf
fo culf undesirable members of a
specific population. This way only
the smartest, most wily, and physi-
cally robust herd members survive.
Basically. if an elk can be caught
and eaten by a woll, # had no busi
ness as a polential contributor to
the genelic gene pool. Though #
seems cruel {o waich the "passion
play” meted out on Nationai Geo-
graphic  Explorer, nature dictated
such things many mifennia ago -
and it works,

Artificial Eden

Buf captive bred Finches and
Softhills seemingly face no wolves.
In our aviaries and bird rooms they
encounter few, if any predators. An

occasional visitation by snakes may
be their most dangerous hazard.
We go 1o great lengths to prevent or
minimize disease and pestilence,
but we may harm our birds by not
aflowing them to bulld reasonable
leveis of natural resistance to even
the most common bacteria.  Re-
move the antbiotic, and the bird
succumbs for want of appropriate
immune mechanisms. By vitue of
a muli-biion doliar pet and animal
industry, we benefit from a cormuco-
pia of state-of-the-art seeds. peliet-
ized foods, supplements, vitamins,
additives and the like. Qur birds are
housed in clean cages with full
spectrum  lighting, controlled tem-
perafures, requiated humidity, mis-
ters, and manufactured photo-
periods. They are neither required
to hunt for food or drink hastily at
the water hole for fear of stealthy
hawks, or slinking goannas. Most
of these amenities are necessary to
replicate an eavironment to encour-
age birds {o breed and to promote
their general health and sense of
well being. They do, however, exst
i an arificial Eden.

Many birds which wouid other-
wise not possess sufficient survival
skils and desirable attributes are
being arhifrarily thrown into domes-
He gene pools with fitle to no
thought of genetic background. We
introduce suspect birds info an ai-
ready minimal gene pool by permit-
ting marginal individuals with un-
known lineage to breed. Though we
may tout that Gouldian finches exist
by the scores, if not hundreds of
thousands in the US alone, there is
absolutely no way to determine the
diversity and purity of those num-
bers. They have been coiony bred
by the thousands with no documen-
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tation. In some large aviaries, gen-
eration after generation are forced
0 breed without benefit of out
crossing with new unrelated strains.
Numerous undesirable traits and
dormant lethai genes have been
randemly passed on to offspring.

Yet, to their credit, birds continue
to survive, even apparently thrive
because well-intentioned breeders
artficially prop them up. it becomes
necessary te provide such things as
large retinues of daily vitamins, sup-
plaments and preemptive medica-
tions because we have removed
Finches and Seoftbilis from their
natural world and introduced less
than fit individuals into our arbitrary
breeding schemes.

Ferhaps if more breeders were
ciearly focused and practiced selec-
tive breeding, then many of these
interventions would be required only
occasicnaily instead of daily.

Genetic Dumbing Down

But just as we are thorough in
providing egg food, spouted seed,
UV lighting, and the like, so too
must every breeder become more
keenly aware of which individuais
are selscted breed. i we introduce
the salvaged runt intc our breeding
programs, who can refiably predict
what kind of impact this will have on
successive generations. That runi
woutd never have susvived to breed
in the wild, and yet #t is permitted to
do s0 in caplivity. The writer does
not necessarily suggest that be-
cause a few hundred individuals are
saved each year and allowed to
breed, that this spells doom for a
species in the next fortnight. Bui
over time we chip away at the ge-

netic integrity of a species. A ge-
nefic dumbing down if you will
Whether through fack of knowledge
of intentional indifference, too many
breeders can negatively impact
healthy stock by sloppy genetic
manipuiation.

Mutations...a Witches’ Brew?

Now factor in mutations and in-
tentionat hybricizing and we have a
toxic witches hrew of genetic incerti-
tude. With few exceptions, muta-
tHons—over time - tend to be
weaker, diluted copies of the origi-
nal. The Gouldian finch, with its
apparent unending propensity for
mutations, may be a notable excep-
tion. Bui in many cases adverse
manifestations such as poor fertifity,
diminished eyesight, weakened
immune systems, smailer progeny,
smaller clutches, baldness, foss of
calis. reproductive indifference, and
premature deaths are commoniy
reporied. While breeding two lutino
Blue Face Parrot Finches will cer-
tainly resuft in a greater (taster) net
gain of luting stock, this is the poor-
est possible pairing one could at-
tempt. This was proven decades
ago in Budgerigars and Cockatiels.

Some maytations have occurred
randomly in domestic stock. These
tikely manifest themselves in the
witd, but very few survive because
they are “different” in appearance
(how well could a vivid lutino Parrot
Finch elude predators among green
foliage?} and stamina. Eager and
weil-intentioned avicuituralists have
applied some basic genetic faws to
multiply these mutaticns and
"create” new ones. Few will argue
that many rnutations are attractive,
even stunning. But again, these
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individuals are only rarely seen in
the wiid. The three naturally occur-
ring head cotors in Gouldian finches
may be worthy of mention.

The writer has no particudar ar-
gument against keeping and propa-
gating mutations, as long as appro-
priate numbers of pure, untainted
original stock can be maintained.
Detrimental effects of careless mat-
ings may take many generations o
fully manifest themseives. Of pri-
mary concern {0 responsible avieui-
turalists shotdd be the preservation
and strengthening of every species
in #ts orginal and natural form.

More Privates than Generals

One need not be a scientist,
animal behaviorist, or geneticist to
make significant and meaningiui
contributions to avicuiture in the
present and the ever nearer and
imminent fulure. No one will dis-
count the valuable confributions
mads by trained or degreed profes-
sionals, but as in any armmy, there
will aiways need to be many more
Privates than Generals. in this
writer's view, uitimately it will be the
average hobbyist, who by their love
of birds and vision for the future, wid
register the necessary gains for the
continued survival of severab—if not
all - captive bred birds.

In the absence of good record
keeping. selective breeding, close
banding of offspring, and the liberal
sharing of accurate lineage informa-
tion between breeders, our birds
cannot help but eventuaily fall prey
to the effects of careless, fong-term
inbreeding. The writer admits he is
no scientist, nor does he foist him-
seff as such. Rather he views him-

seif as a pilgrim hobbyist who hap-
pens tc embrace the simple belief
that with privilege also comes re-
sponsibiliy.

Newton's Third Law

Sir isaac Newion's third faw of
physics states that for every action
there is an opposite and equat reac-
tion. Captive bred birds, and avicul-
turalists who provide care for them,
are not immune to such laws. Pres-
ervation of our birds, and thus our
hobby, wili require forward thinking,
dedicated individuals. Mere num-
bers, regardiess of how large, may
not sustain a species over time.
The genetic purity and thus physic-
togicat stamina and breeding viabil-
iy are what will matter at the end of
the day. What pumpose wii 500
Forbes Parrot Finches serve if they
but sit idly on perches because they
suffer from chronic obesily, poor
fertifity, and succumb easily to dis-
ease. They become little more than
omamental village idiots.

What can be done?

Fortupately, many good and
thoughthd avicuituralists blanket the
andscape and may be found ac-
tively participating in such organiza-
tions as the National Finch and
Softbill Society, The American Fed-
eration of Avicuiturs, and several
notable Australian and British So-
cieties. Thaeir collective experence
and enthusiasm offers hops and
encourages others to emulate their
praclices and breeding technigues.
But there is work to be done and the
writer offers these suggestions:

1. If you are a member of the
NFSS and close band your
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hirds, Thank You. Please
continue to do so. The writer
wears a size 13 work boot and
has hands to match. It he can
band a baby owl tinch, the
reader can too. )

2. Tak up our organization, be-
come involved in the Finch
and Softbill Save program,
solicit new members, and
share your knowledge and
beliefs. There is power in
numbers. Remember that the
squeaky whesl gets the
grease.

3. Be diligent in your record keep-
ing and defiberate when pair-
ing birds o breed.

4. When buying birds, familiarize
yourself with the breeders and
their practices. Ask for and
expect lineage information and
be prepared to provide the
same.

5. Sirive to breed healthy, unre-
fated pairs of Finches and
Softhills.

Ghost of the Wol

In summary, the challenges fac-
ing avicullure seem aimost embar-
rassingly petty when one ponders
such staggering woes as over popu-
tation, world hunger, the AIDS pan-
demic, and a numbing plethora of
things post 8-11. Most ot the spe-
cigs that presently exist in captivity
may soon disappear in the wid
Governmental reguiation and pro-
hibitive importation fees discourage
the average American hobbyist from
securing new bioodlines fom

Europe. importation of most Wax-
bills is currently banned by the
United States. In recent months
many European countries instituted
first time quaranting procedures,
driving up costs. Soon there wi be
no way o infuse new, unrelated
bloodiines into existing captive
populations. Qur heretofore facka-
daisical husbandry will poorly serve
us then. So while # may be true
that canus lupus does not literally
crouch in shadows, the ghost of the
wolf may ultimately prove more det-
fmenial than we can presenily
imagine. Peace and love.

Clint Harris
Termnple, Texas
USA
Earth
charris @vvm.com
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Purple Grenadier
Violet-earad Wadbil
Red-headed Finch
Hlue-capped Cordon Bley
Bhue-breasted Cordon Biea
Peter's Twinspot
Black-cheaked Wasbil
Star Finch Red faced

Star Finch Yellow faced
Red Munia {strawberry)
Black-crowned Waxbif

Red-browed Firetail (Sydney wasbil}

Diarmond Firetal
fHamond Firetall {fawn)

Gouidian Finch fred, black, yellow head)
Gouldian Finch {white breasted)

0w Finch
Dybowski Twinspot
Yefiow-beflied Waxbill {Swee

Yellow Canary (Glant Green Singer}
Grey Singer {Yellow-rumped Serin}

Metba Finch

Mashed Grass Finch

Painted Finch

Grey-headed Siverbif
Sitverhill

Arican Gl
Golden-breasted Bunting
Red-faced Chmson Wing
Cherry Finch

Shafttait

White and Black Hooded Nun
HBiue-faced Parrot Finch

fled Headed Parrot Finch
Forbes Parrot Finch

{uban Melodicus

New Zeatand Goldfirch
Shaft-tailed Whydah (Gueen}
Straw-tatted Whydah {Fisher}
Sealy-crowned Weaver
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Estrilda Frythronotos
Neochmia ruficauda

fmandava amandava
Estrilda nonnula
Aegintha temporalis
Emblema quitata

(hloehia gouldiae

Foephila bichenowil
Euschistospiza dybowsk
Estrilda melanofis
Serinus favinventris
Serirus atrogularis
Pytilia metba

Poephila personata
Emblema picta
Lonchura griseicapalla
Lonchura mafabarica
Serinus citrinelicides
Emberiza Yaviventrs
Cryptospiza reichenovit
Hidemosyne modesta
Pogphila acuticauda
Lonchura Malacca, maja
Erythrura trichroa
Erythrura psittacea
Erythrura tricolor

Tiaris canora

Carduelis Carduelis
Vidua regia

Vidua fischeri
Sporopipes squamsfrons
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When | heard that the NFSS
Journai would be featuring a mem-
ber from different parts of the coun-
try each issue, | thought, "Hay, that
sounds prefty good. What a great
idea”. Little did | know at that #me
that | would be asked to be the
Guinea Pig. However, here | am at
the keyboard trying to figure out
what wouid be interesting to the
NFSS membership. Should it be
like a bio, or just how { got invoived
in birds and about them?

| guess | wil try to do both. |
don't know how interesting it will be,
but here it goes.

The bio part: 1 am married (31
years now) and have two grown
chitdren, a daughter (married) and a
son. |, however, have always done
the "bird thing” in this household,
solo. None of them share my inter-
est, but will pitch in and help out
during vacation times. My age is
usimportant except o say that |
seem 1o move considerably siower
on proiects, including bird reiated
ones, than | used to. | live in Roch-
ester, a city in “upstate New York™.
We actually reside In Brighton, a
subwb of Rochester, and have tived
at our current residence for 20
years. | work full time as a Work
Study and Transiliona! Counseior
for & local school district, am very

Meet.,.

involved in our local bird club (have
been since the very early 70°s), and
have been a member of NFSS for a
number of years. | have always
been interested in and had pets. As
a kid, | raised everything - white
mice and hamsters, rabbils and
guinea pigs, chipmunks, pigeons,
tropical fish, elc. 1, of course had
the usual dog, cats and pet skunk
(doesn't everyone?h.  Along with
these, were the budgles and canar-
ies and, yes, finches. | currently
have upwards of 200+ birds in the
aviary.

This leads into the bird part: |
don't remember (rmuch harder to do
some of these days} exactly how
old | was when | purchased my first
tinches - probably in my early teens.
| do remember paying about $5.00
for a pair and they were green, a
real bright green. The next ones |
purchased were just lke the first
ones, only a very bright red. | was
quite sufprised when they ali molted
and became a prownish color. in
thinking back, they were probably
waxbills of some sort that had been
dyed, but not very colorful in their
natural plumage.

{ also purchased a pair of Cul-
threats back then and actuaily suc-
ceeded in breeding and raising
youngsters from them. 1 bought all
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of these from our local 5 & 10 cent
store, Neisner Bros. In retrospect, |
guess | probably saved these par-
ticular birds from a not-so-pleasant
life. | did have them for several
years and treated them weill. The §
& t0's af that time used to have
them for sale in great numbers and
they were always availabie. | am
sure they were shipped in by the
thousands, dyed, and distributed for
sale.

My next purchase of finches was
& pair of Gold Breasted Waxbils
from a local pet shop shostly after |
gol married. We couldn't keep pels
ifn our apartmeni except for birds
ancgfor #sh.  Of course, § had an
aquarium or iwo there as well. The
Gold Breasteds lived happily in a
large fight cage in our living room
ang were soon joined Dy a pair of
normal Zebra fnches purchased
from a locai finch and canary
breeder. He also raised budgles,
geese, chickens, ducks, pigeons
and doves, but | was intrigued by
the finches and later on, the canar-
ies, in his aviaries.

Neediess to say, | never raised
any youngsters fom the Gold
Breasted back then, but the Zebras,
well, that's how my hobby really got
started. Our first house had an ex-
tra bedroom and this became the
"bird room” until we needed it for
our own addition to the family.
raised mostly canares and some
finches then and eventually built a
new “bird room” in the basement
when the old one became a person
nursery. | added English Budgies to
my coliection, afong with Guinea
Pigs and Dwarf Rabbits {againk.
Qutside, | raised a variety of fancy
pigeons and ring neck doves.

When we moved to our current
location 20 years ago, | had to stant
ali over with the bird room thing.
For quite a few years, the bird room
was just an area in our basement
which, over the years, kept expand-
ing. After several years, the house
was in good enough décor that |
was able to aflot some lime and
energy into sectioning off the area
fo become known as the “bird room”
inn the basement. | buit three awviar-
ies, each 6'x 8x 7' which | use for
breeding the birds in and a larger
aviary, 10 8% 7' for the extras,
those resting between clutches, elc.
For these aviaries, fused a %" x %"
heavy plastic screening purchased
from a company, | believe in Penn-
sylvania. Of course, there was the
great assofiment of cages and 4
flights. | was into breeding the ca-
naries and finches real nicely by
then. This was OK for awhile, but |
was bitten by the outside aviary
syndrome back when | had pigeons
and doves.

Though upstate New York has
very harsh winters, our summers
are nice, however, too often, oo
short. | figured { could move birds
to the outside when the weather
warmed up in June and bring them
back in before it hecame too coid
again. | set about planning how |
would do this.

When | had the pigeons and
doves, | had built an oulside 8ight
{about 5'x2'x4'} which | hung on the
back of the garage adjacent to the
double casement-type window. |
had maftching flighis hung on the
inside of the garage and had re-
moved the panes of glass for the
birds to move freely between the
inside and the outside flights.
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These were in fairly good shape but
were covered with chicken wire —
not a real good choice when think-
ing about placing finches and canar-
s in them. | re-covered these with
¥2" galvanized hardware cloth and
made some other minor adiust-
ments to adapt them for the “new
residents”.

and remained consistently warm
and then to move them back inside
in the Fail when the weather started
cooling down — usually the begin-
ning of June through the middle of
September. | did not have that
many birds back then. Though | et
some cof them breed and raise
youngsters while outside during the
summer, for the

The deors on the outside were
kept tocked with padlocks and ai
servicing for food, water, nests, eic.
was done from the inside of the
garage. | was hoping to avoid any
escapes from the fights this way
and # would have worked fne if |
had remembered {o keep the ga-
rage door closed every time |
opened the flight cage door. How-
ever, this is another story in itself.

The bottoms of the Hights were
also the %" galvanized wire, so
cleaning was very easy. it was real
2asy to see how much the birds
liked being outside and able to take
advantage of the fresh air and sun-
shing. They even enjoyed a nice
rain shower. It was not difficult, at
that time, to move the birds outside
as soon as the weather warmed up

most part, #t was
when | brought
them back into
the basement
again in Septem-
ber, that they
really were ready
to  seltle  down
and go to nest
Even the canaries
were hard to stop
then. They had
been maintained
in natural lighting
cutside and
around here, by September, it staris
to get dark around 7:30 or earier.
Once inside, the lights were on
fonger than that and they all came
into breeding condition quickly.

This set-up worked fine for a
coupie of years, but my flock was
growing and the outside area was a
bit smali to accommodate them all.
| began planning a farger aviary set-
up for the outside. | figured the
current set-up worked well so |
wolid just expand on thal, The new
aviaries on the outside of the ga-
rage were each constructed §'long x
4'deep x 7'high in back {along the
garage) sloping to £+ in front. The
top was covered by % galvanized
hardware cioth and then 4 x &
sheets of Plexiglas over that. The
floors were dug ouwt, leveled and
coverad with 2" galvanized hard-
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ware cioth and then a layer of sand.
The sides of the aviaries were cov-
ered with 12" x 1" galvanized wire.

The two aviaries were built side
by side and the connecting poins
was at the middle bar of the garage
window. They are accessed from
the outside through a safely en-
rance on one side. There is a door
froms the safely entrance info the
first aviary and then a door between
the two aviaries.

{ constructed the inside porlion
of the aviaries {each G'long x 2'deep
x 4'high}, also side by side, and
hung them with the separation at
the middle bar of
the double win-
dow. Each avi-
ary ouiside now
had access lo
the comrespond-
ing aviary inside
the garage
through half of
the double win-
dow.

The first few
years | did pisce
potted piants and
hanging piants in :
the aviaries, but have since
switched to varous iypes of sik
plants, vines, etc.

Feeding and watering were ai
done on the inside of the garage
although each aviary did have a
hanging bird bath and { would place
the spray millet, daily greens, etc. in
the culside sections.

! have very successfully bred
numerous finches in these ouiside
aviaries and therein lies the problem

int this area of the country. For sev-
era} years, { had been caught in the
Fall with newly haiched or partly
raised youngsters in the nest when
it was time to bring them all inside
for the Winter. | found myself buiidg-
ing frames coverad with clear plas-
tic o put up over the aviaries, both
inside and outside of the garage
and then seiting up several electric
healers to keep the aviaries nice
and toasty until the birds had aijl
fledged and weaned., A coupie of
times this did not eccur untif around
Thanksgiving time in November.

it i5 not unusual at all for the
temperature outside to dip well be-

; P ....'."w
R
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low freezing, with a lte {or not so
lithe} snow thrown in. in fact, there
have been times when | would wake
ug to hear the birds in the aviaries
singing and having a grand oid time
under a layer of snow. Of course,
they were at a nice temperature in
the 50's or 60's. | have leamed that
ail of my birds, which at this time
include a variety of finches, canar-
ies and severai Bourkes and Scariet
Chested Parakeets, do very well in
temperatures ranging from the 90's
down to the 40's with no # efects.
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They love to bathe in the tresh wa-
ter even when the temperature is at
the lower point of this range.

After a tew years of this, | reab
ized that this was stilf not enough
roor and | have since added on a
third aviary (the safety entrance is
now between this addition and the
other two). This aviary is 10" x 10" x
7', however, does not have access
to the inside of the garage and
theretore, is solid on the back and
side and covered with the same 1%°
X 1" galvanized screening as the
others on the front.

i did continue breeding birds in
the two smaller aviaries and used
the larger one for &t the rest of the
birds, however, tor the last two
years { have not set up the two avi-
aries for breeding. Wihout bresd-
ing the birds during the short fime
that they are outside, { no longer
have tc worry about heating and
delaying moving them back inside
tor the Winter. | have been able to
do this as soon as the weather
stanis to get “ioo cold”.

I must add that moving them in
and out is no easy task in itself. i
usually takes a fuil day (clipping
nails, examining, dosing with ver-
mectin, etc.) and then some, to
complete the task each time.

As stated eadier, | have raised a

variely ot birds. | no longer raise
budgies, but have recently begun
raising canaries again atter & num-
ber ot years without them. Their
singing had truly been missed in the
aviary. 8 nice to hear them ail
$#Iging again.

i am currently raising Bourkes
and Bcardet Chested Parakesis -
they are very gentie, easy-going
birds who mix very amicably with
the tinches and canaries - and Par-
rotlets {who do not mix at all with
the rest for sveryone’s’ safety).

I currently have, and success-
tutly raise {sometimes better than at
others) a varety ot tinches: Socie-
ties, Green Singers, Orange Cheek
Wanxbills, Blue Cap Cordon Bleus,
Cutthroats (recent but haven'
raised any youngsters this time
around yet}, Gouidians, Stars, Fire
Tailed Diamond Sparrows, Spice
Finches {no youngsters here yet,
gither}, Owl tinches, Red Headed
Parrot Finches ({older pair, egys
always infertife), Shattails, and re-
cently, Black Faced Zebra Finches.

And, oh yeah, | almost forgot
the Button Quail. { recently pur-
chased two pair to run around and
help clean the seed off the tloors in
the aviaries. Liittle did { expect to
have one pair lay eggs {they alf do
this so well}, coliect them all to-

gether and then set

on them untii they
hatched. They then
took care of them
through  adulthcod.
They are currently
4 with all the other
1 birds in the outside
aviaries {had to wait
for her to hatch her
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second clutch and let them grow big
enough 1o not go through the wire
before | could move the one pair
and babies out, though}. They are
all doing quite well ang { am now
logking for homes for some Button
Quail.

This is not ail that | have had in
the past, but for one reason or an-
other, availability, time and room
being the main ones, | no longer
have them. The Violst Eared Wax-
bill has been a favorite, which |
have had in the past, in fimited num-
bers - 2 pair. i do hope 1o be able
to obtain them again and attempt to
raise them in the future. A few
years ago, i did belong to the NFSS
Finch Save program and have
every intention of joining again. |
just have to decide which species to
concentrate on for this and the Vip-
tet Ears ceriainly may be one.

Over the 30
plus years that i}
have been raising
finches 1 have
asked myself on
aumerous  occa-
sions why. There
have besn limes
when | just don't
want to feed an-
other bird, wash
another  dish,
scrub another
cage, make an-
other batch of
nestling  food,
order more seed, clean another
nest, run to the store for more
greens, s0ak more seed, elc, etc,,
etc. Sound famdliar to everyone? |
have just been plain tired out and
swear | wil just cut way back, in-
stead, | keep expanding. lam ata

point again where | really need to
assess where | am at and where |
am going with afl the birds. | do not
have the time in one day to continue
going the same way | am. | con-
stantly look for ways to cut down on
the work required, and develop the
shortcuts we all try to take advan-
tage of. 1 know { will find a happy
middie some where, some time.

t do not plan on giving up (I have
been doing his way too long to con-
sider that, as long as | am in good
health} and | know that | witl be reju-
venated. | always am and i usually
deesn't take too much to do this. A
few new birds added to the collec-
tion, some youngsters hatching and
being raised by parents, new activi-
ties of the local bird club, a show, a
bird mast — they all add to the proc-
ess of rermaining interested and
axcited about the hobby. | say all

this because most of us go through

this at times if we are in it fong
enough and | just dom’t want anyone
to be too discouraged. We get over
#, 50 be patient with yourset.

The last few summers have
been good. Once the birds are out-

Mevr Par Goonan



SepptemberOctofer, 2002

outside in the aviar-
ies, my workload is
greafly reduced. |
only have 5 cages
in the bird room
right now to look
after in addiion to
the 3 oulside aviar-
ies — & much differ-
ent scenaric than
the 4 aviaries, sev-
eral  large fHight
cages and 20 or 50
other cages which |
take care of when
ail the birds are back inside. And it
is getting very close to that time
again when ! must transfer aff the
birds back inside.

The aviaries are easy; it's the
individual breeding cages that take
s0 much time. { have always main-
tained that breeding birds is really a
refirement activity, at least for me. |
st am not anywhere near that
point yel. | better watch it or | will
give my age away.

i do quite a bit of breeding in the
mixed aviaries, but | only have 3 of
thern for breeding in in the bird
room and s limits me. { guess |
will just have to build some more
aviaries and then | won't have fo

cage breed so much. | am glad |
thought this through so well while
writing this. Now if | can just find
the time and energy .......

INFSS Band Secretary

Paula Hansen

NFSS Executive Seeretary

Patrick Vance

Michael Scout

Election Ballot

Fhe vating deadline for the follmving positions has been exiended 1w
November ist. Candidate bias were printed in the Julo/dug Jowmal.

write in

. write in

NESS Region 8 {Canada) Regional Vice President (oniv Region 8 Mcmbers)

Vince Moase

WrHe in

Please mail your compleied batior by November 1 10:
NFSS Nominating Commiteee
Clo Kerri McCoy
4780 Settles Point Road
Suwsanee. GA 30024
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Afternoon of Aviculture

At the National Cage Bird Show
Thursday, November 14, 2002
1:00—5:00 p.m.

Santa Clara Convention Center— Napa Il Room
Santa Clara, California

NISS presents an “Afternoon of Aviculture”, a seminar
designed o be of inferest to all aviculturists.

@wa«dfnm M@m%@mmm«azw!
Avian Nutrition
Robert Black

Mousebirds: Unusual Softbilis for Pets & Aviaries
Kateri Davis

Over-the-Counter Bird Products
Carol Heesen (From Birds2Grow)

Gouldian Genetics
John Wilson

There is limited space for this seminar—
$0 make your reservations early!

Price: $10.00 for NFSS Members/$40.00 for Non-
NFSS Members.

Registration Deadline: November 1, 2002
{There is a $5.00 fee for late registration.)

Afternoos of Avicaftare
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Afternoon of Aviculture

At the National Cage Bird Show
Thursday, November 14, 2002 1.00—5:00 p.m.

Avian Nutrition
Hobert Black

Hobert (3. Black has raised a variety of birds over
the years, but has always specialized in finches.
in varying climate areas in Georgia, Florida, North
Carofina, and California, he has raised Canaries,
Budgies, Cockatiels, Lovebirds, and many varie-
tigs of Finches. Bob cumently breeds Star
Finches, Cutthroat Finches, fady Gouidian
Finches, and of course, the commoner Zebras
and Societies. He is also working with a variety of

other finch species.

Bob consistently writes about his experiences with birds, and ke has written
many articles on Finches and other cage birds for the national magazines.
His books and pamphiets include "Sociely Finches as Foster Parents”,
“Problems with Finches”, “Nutrition of Finches ang Other Cage Birds”,
“Establishing a Breeding Strain in Aviculture”, “Cockatiels: Their Care,
Feeding and Breeding”, and "Avian Nutrition™,

Mousebirds: Unusual Softbills for
Pets & Aviaries
Katert Davis

Kateri Davis and her husband, Kevin Lund, own
the Dawvis Lund Aviaries in Sacramento, CA,
where they have been specializing in working
with softbilled birds since 1890, Although not a
huge set-up, their flock consists of over fifteen
different species of Softbills including Mouse-
birds, Touracos, and Tockus Hombills, Most are
in mixed species collections, and many types
have been successhilly bred.

Cumrently a teacher by trade, Kateri has been working with exotic birds her
whole adult fife, both privately and professionally, including working in exotic
bird velernary hospitals and laboratories. Besides creating and maintaining
an extensive Softbit bird website, hitp://members.acl com/DL Aviaries,
aimed at educating the general bird public about the wonders of Softhills,

Afternienr of Avicabture
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Afternoon of Aviculture

At the National Cage Bird Show
Thursday, November 14, 2002 1:00~-5:00 p.m.

she also writes and has had articles published in bird publications including
Bird Talk and AFA Watchbird. In 2001, she published her first book, Mouse-
birds {n Aviculture, after three years of research,

Mousebirds are unique African softbilled birds that are gaining in popularity
as pets and aviary birds. Starting with a description of the different species,
we will look into the basic care, husbandry, and breeding of these acrobatic
and cuddly creatures. Mousebirds share many of the same pet quaiities as
parrots and can be kept in a mixed species aviary.

QOver-the-Counter Bird Products
Carol Heesen

Carot Heesen has been breeding finches for 15+
years. Early on she was told, *a sick finch was a
dead finch”. Unable to accept that premise, Carol
began her international search for treatmenis and
medications that coud be used at home for her
own flock. Qut of thal research, Birds2Grow was
founded. Cumenilly Birds2Grow offers at-home
medications to avicultursts around the world,

Gouldian Genetics
John Wilson

Born 1950 in Southern California. | began keep-
ing pigeons at about twelve years of age pro-
gressing o racing pigeons and a section win in
1966. P've kept and bred omamental pheasanis,
game birds and English Budgies. My first
finches were a couple pair of Zebra Finches
received as a gift that within a short period over-
ran ray outside cages with their offspring. in
198G | replaced the large group of Zebras with
two pairs of Diamond Firetails. Employing strategies in feeding and fostering
from the writings of Robert G. Black, 1 had good success with these birds
and began efforts o bread other species. | currently keep and breed Dia-
mond Firetails, Parson Finches, Gouldians and Peale’s Parrot Finch. My
birds are housed both indoors in a large bird room and in outdoor planted
Flights.

Afternocnt of Avicndnre
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Afternoon of Aviculture

At the National Cage Bird Show
Thursday, November 14, 2002 1:00—5:00 p.m.

AFTERNOON OF AVICULTURE RESERVATION

There is limited space for this seminar
Send in your reservation sarly!

Name: NFSSE e
Address:

City: St: Zip:

Phone: E-Mail:

$10.00 for NFSS Members/$40.00 for Non-NFSS Members.

Deadline: November 1, 2002
{There is a $5.00 fee for late registration.}

Please send the above information for each person attending along with
your check payable to NFSS to:

Martie Lauster
4581 Lincoln Road
Macedon, NY 14502
{318) 524-7788 miauster @ rochester.rr.com

Afteenoon of Avicalnie
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__ NFS_S Census -

The Nationa! Finch and Softbill Socisty is launching its annuat cen-
sus. We are planning on running the census differently this year than
previously done. We are hoping to take a census that will include both
NESS members and bird keepers Nationwide. Because of this large
undertaking we are currently not seiting an end date for participation in
the census.

We wili be offering the ability to participate in the census through both
the NFSS Journal and the NFSS website. You can partake in the cen-
sus ontine at http//www.NFSS.0rg or by filling out and mailing in the
census forms printed in your NFSS Journal. We anticipate including
tallies of birds entered into the census on a regular basis so that our
members, and others can see the results as they come in. You wili be
able 10 see how your paticipation contributes o the success of the cen-
sus.

Thru the years, the NFSS census has seen a decline in participation.
tencourage all NFSS members and bird keepers throughout the country
to pasicipate in the census this vear. # is imporant that we attempt to
identify which species are being bred cusrently in U.S. avicullyre.

Searching for new bloodiines for the birds that you keep has become
moreasingly difficuit. By patticipating in the census you will be helping
yourself and others in focating much needed bloodlines.

We have included a column entitied Breeding Project on the census
form. in years past we have had complaints from members who have
used the annual census to locate new bloodiines only to discover that
some of the individuals fisted in the census are not currently breeding
the species registered, or have only a single bioodline available, or show
the stock only. including the Breeding Project column will help those of
us pulting the census together belter discern which species are breeding
stock and which are not, hus making the census more functional for cur
members.

Please take the time to make a difference.
Regards,

Kerri McCoy
NFSS 37 Vige-President



Septeniber/Gotober, 2007 17

NFSS Census Form

Please complete the information below. Then - find the
birds you own on the following pages and enter the number
of Males, Females, and Unknown-Sex birds for each of your
specles. If you are actively breeding these species, and
might now, or sometime in the future, have available stock
to share with others, please mark the “Yes” box under the
heading “Breeding Project?”. If you don’t find a specie
listed, there are blank spaces on the last page of the form |

for you to wrlte it in.

Date:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

E-Mail:

There is no deadline date set for this Census—but please
complete and return your Census Form as soon as possible.
Maii your completed Census Form to:

Kerri McCoy
4780 Settles Point Road
Suwanee, Georgia 30024
Telephone: (678) 567-3353  Fax: (678) 546-3352

E-mail: kerrimecoy@charter.net




Breeding
Project?

Species #M [ #F 1#U1Y (N
Barbet, Bearded ¢bvbius dubius)

Biuebird, Fairy {{rena puella)

Buibul, Black Crested (pycronotus mefanicterus)

Bulbul, Red Whiskered {pycronotus jocosus)

Buibul, Red Vented (pycnonotus cafer)

Button Quail, Chinese Painted {Normal)
(excalfactoria chinensis)

Button Quail, Chinese Painted, (Silver}
texcalfactorta chinensig)

Button Quail, Chinese Painted, tWhite)
{excaifactoria chinensis)

Canaries

Canary, Wild

Canary, Serinus

Cardinal, Black Crested Finch (lophospingus pusilius)

Cardinal, Red Crested (Brazilian) (paroaria coronata)

Cherry Finch (Plumbead) (aidemosyne modesta)

Chlorophonia, Blue-Naped (chlorophonia cyanca)

Crimson Seed Cracker {pyrenestes sanguineus)

Cuban Melodious Finch (Cuban Grassquit)
{tiaras canora)

Cuban Olive Finch (tiaras olivaces)

Biamond Sparrow (Firetail} (stagonoplura gustaia}

Pove, Bleeding-Heart Bartlett's
{gallicolumba crinigen)

Dove, Bleeding-Heart Luzon (gallicolumba fuzonica)

Dove, Cape Masked (Namaqua) {oena capenis)

BDove, Diamond-Blue {geopelia cuncata)

Bove, Dianond-—Cinnamon (geopelia cuneata)

Dove, Biamond—Red (geopelia cuneata)

Bove, Diamond—Silver (geopelia cuncatad




Breeding
Project?

Species #M |#F {BU Y IN

Dove, Diamond—Yeliow (geopelia cuncata)

Dove. Fruit Black Capped {ptilinopus melanospiia)

Dove, Ringneck Alhino {streptopelia risoriaj

Daove, Ringneck Barbary-Wild Type
{streptopelia risoria)

Dove, Ringneck Tangerine (streptopetia risoria)

Dove, Ringneck White (streptopelia risoria)

Dove, Tamborine ¢turiur (ympanistria}

Bove, Zebra {geopelia striata)

Eurepean Chatéiach (fringilla cocleby)

Buropean Goldfinch fearduelis carduelis)

Earopean Greenfinch (chioeis chioris)

Finch, Cutthroat (Ribhon) tamadina fasciata}

Finch, Cutthroat (Ribbon) Pied Finch

Finch, Hawfinch (coscocthraustes coccothraustes)

Finch, Red Headed (amadina erythrocephala)

Finch, Palias Rose Finch (carpodacus roseus)

Firefinch, Black Bellied (lagonosticta eazra)

Firefinch, Black Faced {fagonosticts farvata)

Firefinch. Jamesons (lagonosticta rhodopareia)

Firefinch, Senegal (Red Billed) (fagonosticta senegala)

Goldfinch, Siberian (carduelis carduelis maior)

Gouldian, Normal (chloebia gouldiae)

Gouldian, Black Head, Purple Breast

Gouldian, Grange Head

Geddian, Red Head/Purple Breast

Goulddian., Black Head/White Breast

Goaldian, Orange Head/White Breast

Gouldian, Red Head/White Breast
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Gouldian, Black Head/Purple Breast/Yellow Body

Gouldian, Orange Head/Purple Breast/Yeliow Body

Gouldian, Red Head/Lilac Breast/Yelow Body

Gouldian. Red Head/Purple Breast/Yellow Body

Gouldian, Red Head/White Breast/Yellow Body

Gouidian, Blue Body

Gouldian, Btack Head/Purple Breast/Blue Body

Gouldian, Black Head/White Breast/Blue Body
Gouldian, Red Head/Purple Breast/Blue Body

Gouldtan, Red Head/White Breast/Blue Body

Gouldian, Silver Body

Gouidian, Black Head/White Breast/Silver Body

Gouldian, Red Head/Silver Body

Gouldian, Red Head/Lilac Breast/Silver Body

Gouidian, Red Head/Purple Breast/Silver Body

Gouldian, Dilute

Gouldian, Black Head/Dilute

Gouldian, Biack Head/Pastel-Powder Blue Body/
Dijwte

Gouldian, Black Head/Purple Breast/Pastel/Dilute Blue
Body {Siagie Factor Silver)

Gouldian, Orange Head/Dilute

Gouldian, Red Head/Pastel/Powder Blue Body/Dilute

Gouddiag, Red Head/Dilute

Gouldian, Orange Head/White Breast Ditute

Grassfinch, Masked (poephita personata)

Grassfinch, Parson {Black Fhroated Finch
(poephiia cincta)

Grassfinch, Parson Cream (poephila cincta)
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Grassfiuch, Shaftail (Heck'sy Long-tailed Finch
{pocphila acuticauda)

Grassfinch, Shaftail Ceome (Heck's)
¢pocphila acuticauda

Grassfinch, Shafeail, Fawn (Heck's)
{pocphila acuticauda)

Grassfinch, Shaftail, Whitc { Heck s}
(poephila acuticauda}

Gray Singing Finch {serinus leucopygia)

Green Singing Finch {scrinus mozambicus)

Honeycreeper, Red Legged (cyanerpes cvancus)

Houeycreeper, Yellow Legged (cyancrpes cacruleus)

Hornbili, Von Der Docken's Tockus deckeni {jacksoni}

Hummingbird, Jamaica Mango
{anthracothorax mango)

Hummingbird, Western Streamertail
(erochifus polytmus)

Maanikin. African Silverbill (lonchurz cantans)

Mannikin, Black & Whitc tlonchura bicolor)

Mannikin, Bronze Winged (lonchura cuculiata)

Mannikin, Chestnut Breasted
(loachura ¢. castancothorax}

Mannikin, Grand Vailey (lonchura tcerinki)

Mannikin, Grey Crown (Headed) (lonchura caniceps)

Maanikin, Indian Sibverbiif {lonchura malabarica)

Manaikin, Tri-colored Nun donchurs malacea)

Munnikin, White Hooded Nuan tlonchura maja)

Mesia, Silver Eared
fmesia argentauris or Hothrix argentauris)

Mousebird, Bluc Naped {colius macrourus)

Mouschird, Red Faced (colius indicus)
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Mousebird, Speckled (colius striatus)

Mousebird, White-Backed {colius colius)

Munia. Green Avadavat (Green Munia)
tamandava “stictospiza” formosa)

Munia. Java Sparrow {Rice Bird) tionchura oryzivora)

Mueria, Java Sparrow (Rice Bird) Fawn
{lonchura oryzivora}

Munia, Spice Finch (Nutmeg) {fonchura punctulata)

Munia, Strawberry {Red Avadavat or Red Monia)
{(amandav amandava}

Munia, Strawberry (Chinese or Oriental)
{amandav punicea)

Mania, Timor Sparrow (ltonchura fuscata)

Mynah, Golden Crested (ampeliceps coronatus)

Mynah, Indian Greater {gracala religiosa)

Muynak, Rothschild's {leucopsar rothschildi)

Owl (Bicheno) Finch, White Rump
{poephila bichenoviz)

Owl {Bichenoj Finch, Black Rump
{poephita bichenovii)

Painted Finch {enmblema beila)

Parrot Finch, Bamboo {erythrura hyperythra}

Parrot Finch. Tricoulored {Blue Breasted or Forbes)
¢erythrues tricoior}

Parrot Finch, Blue Faced {ervthrura erichroa}

Parrot Finch, Blue Faced {Lutino) ¢erythrura trichrog)

Parrot Finch, Red Headed {erythrura psiftacea)

Puarrot Finch, Red Headed, Pied (erythrura psittacea)

Parros Finch, Red Headed, Sea Green
terythrura psittacea}

Parrot Finch, Peales (erythrura pealei)
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Paerot Finch. Pintaited Nonparicls (erythrura prasina)

Parrot Finch, Pintailed Nonpariels (Yelfow)

Plover. Spur Winged (vancllus spinosus}

Purple Grenadier (uraeginthus ianthinogaster)

Pytilia. Aurora, Red Faced (Niassa) (crytpospiza)

Pytitia. Crimson Winged {crypospiza reichenoovii)

Pytilia. Green Winged (Melba Finch) (pytilia melba)

Pytilia, Orange Winged {pytilia afra)

Qua! Finch (ortygospiza atricollis)

Reediiug. Bearded {Tit} {panuras biarmicus)

Robin, Pekin (Nightingale} (leiotheix lutea)

Roiler, Blue Bellied (coracias cyanogaster)

Saffron Finch (sicalis flaveola)

Seedeater. South American {pico plat)

Stskin, Black Headed tcarduelis notata)

Sivia, Goiden

Saciety Finch, Bengalese
{ionchura striata var. domestica)

Society Fiach, Chestaut & White

Society Finch, Chocolate & White

Society Finch, Self Chocolate

Society Fincl. Dihute Self Chocolate

Society Finch. Cream

Soceety Finch. Fawn

Society Finch, Fawn & White

Society Finch. Fawn & White, Dilute

Soctety Finch, Self Fawn

Society Finch. Crested

Seciety Fiach, Self Chestaut Cressed
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Soctety Finch. Chocolate & White Crested

Society Finch. Sclf Chocolate Crested

Socicty Finch. Fawn & White Crested

Society Finch. Fawn Dilute

Society Finch. Self White

Society Finch. Self White Crested

Society Finch, White Pied Crested

Soctety Finch, White Pied

Society Finch, Albine

Society Finch. Split Albino

Sodiety Finch. Chocolate Pied

Society Finch. Clearwing Fawn Self

Society Finch, Dark Eyed White

Society Finch, European Black Brown

Society Finch. Fawn Pied

Society Finch, Japanese Bonten Frifled Self

Souiety Finch, Japancse Chiyoda Bonten Frilled Self

Society Finch. Japanese Chivoda Frilled Self

Society Fineh. Japanese Chuunagon Frilled Self

Society Finch. Japanese Peart Self

Society Finch. fapanese Split Pear] Self

Society Finch. Silver Self

Society Finch. Whiee Pied

Sparrow. Golden Song (passer Iateus)

Star Finch. 1sabelle (neochmia rufieauda) “isabelle”

Star Finch. Reqd Faced {neochniia ruficauda)

Sear Finch, Pied (ncochmia ruficauda) “Pied”

Star Finch. Yeliow Faced
{neochmia ruficandal "Yellow™
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Starling, Royal {cosmosparus regius)

Starling. Superb (Spreo) (spreo superbus)

Sunbird. Beautiful {nectarinia puichetla)

Sunbird, Gotden Winged (nectarinia reivhenowi)

Sunbird. Scariet Chested {nectarinia senegalensis)

Tanager, Bhue-Necked {tangara cvanicotlis)

Tanager. Opai-Rumped (tangara velia)

Tanager, Paradise {tangara chelensis)

Tanager, Silver Beaked (ramphoceius carbo)

Tarager. Spangled (tangara nigroviridis)

Tanager, Turquoise {tangara Mexicana)

Tanager, Violet Euphonia {euphonia violacea)

Tanager. Yeliow-Beliied {tangara zanthogastra)

Thrush, Shama {copsychus malabaricus indicus)

Thrush, Red Wing Laughing (tharrgarruiax)

Thrush, Black Threat Laughing (tharrgarrulax)

Toucan, Sulfur Breasted (ramphastos sulfuratus)

Toucanette. Emerald (alaucorhynchus hacmatopygius)

Turaco, Guinea {Persa} (louraco persa}

Turaca, Red Crested {tauraco erythrotophus)

Troupal Geterus icterus)

Twinspot, Dybowski {euchistospiza dybowskii)

Twinspot, Green Backed tmandingoa nitidula)

Twinspot, Peter’s (hypargos niveoguttatus)

Waxhill, Black Cheeked (estrilda erythronotos)

Waxhill, Black Crowned {estrilda nonnula)

Waxhili, Blue Capped, Cordon Biey
(uraeginthus cyanocephalus)

Waxhili. Cordon Bien (Red Cheekeds
caracginthus bengalus)
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Waxbill, Gold Breasted { Amandava Subflava)

Waxbiil, Lavender (esirilda cacrulescens)

Waxbiil. Orange Cheek (estrilda melpoda)

WaxbiH, Red Browed Firctail, (Sydney)
éncochmia temporalis)

Waxbili, Red Eared {Black Rumped}
(estritda troglodytes)

Waxbiil, St. Helena ¢Common) testrilda astrikdy

Waxbiil, Swee (Yellow Bellied or Dufresne’s)
{estrilda melanotis)

Waxbill, Vicket Eared
tgrapating (eracginthus) granating)

Weaver, Orange Bishop (Red) (euplectes orix)

Weaver, Scaly Crowned (sporopipes squamifrons)

White Eye, Zosterop, Indian {zosterops palpabrosay

Whydah, Paradise {vidua paradisaea)

Whydah, Pintailed (vidua macroura)

Whydals, Queen (vidua regia)

Yunias, Whiskered (yuhina}

Zebra Finch, Grey {Normal} { poephilia guttata}

Zebra Finch, Black Cheeked

Zebra Finch, Black Faced

Zebra Finch, Black Breasted

Zebra Finch, Cream

Zebra Finch, Chesmut Flanked White

Zebra Finch, Fawn

Zebra Finch, Florida Fancy

Zebra Finch, Fawn Penguin

Zebra Finch, Fawn Checked

Zebra Finch, Pied
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Zebra Finch, White

Zebra Finch, English

Zebra Finch, Eaglish, Chestnut Flanked White

Zebra Finch, Englisk, Grey Checked White

Zebra Finch, English, Fawn

Zebra Finch, English, Light Back

Zebra Finch, English, Orange Breasted

Zebra Finch, English, Stiver (Recessive)

Zebra Finch, English, White Cheeked Silver

Use the spaces below to enter any species not listed,
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NFSS 3P OUARTER, 2002, BOARE MEETING MINUTES

Meecting began on the NFSS Officers” List vin internet August §1. 2002 and ended
August 3 st 2002,

FTREASURERS REPORT:

Based on various comments made by several members duriag conversations on the
Fineh/Solthill Forum, it scems that many of our members believe that the Society is
stidl in financial trouble.

Please tuke z look at the figures ineluded with this report. Althongh we cannot begin to
spead frivolously or stup being frugal. [ do wast to put all of our newmbers minds at
eise that we are in great shape in the mosey depastment.

Plense keep in miad that there are stili some mujor expenses to be paid this year {the
2003 Band Order and two more Journals). but there are approximately 2536 members
that haven't had their membership dues come up for payment yet. As it stands now.
would praject that our total gain for the yvear should be approximately $7.000.

As a reminder, the [uil. detriled Financiai Reports are now being submitted agd pub-
lished atter the end of each calendar guarter.

For the peried 17402 to 8/26/07:

AMOUNT in SAVINGS & CHECKING- $23.599.79
[INCOME: $24.9%0.7G

EXPENSES: $14.312.37

NET GAIN: 5103,678.33

Respectfully subsmitted.
Mark Phelps. NFSS Treasurer

2ND VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT—3IRD QUARTER-2002

PUBLICATIONS —UPDATE

Fam presently reviewing somw of our forms and publications in an attempt to consoli-
date the various formg for better efficiency and o possibly inecrporate them on the
website inam attemp fa lower our cost for priating and distribution.

WEBSITE—LPDATE

I am presentdy adding aa iateractive version of the NFSS censns to the website. T am
aiso in the finaf stages of implementing the Shopping Curt technalogy for the Leg
Bands. and after a review of our publications {sce shovel.

LEGISLATION—UPDATE

Fams momtoring the AFA — USDA - AWA situation and updites will be furnished o
our menbers a3 they become available. We are also continming our waich on the AR
mevement and any new Federal and State legislation that may be of concern to our
members.

Regards,
Harry Bryant. NESS Ind Viee President

4TH VP REPORT - Jrd Ouaster 2002

Report of the Office of the NFSS Founh Vice President, Judges Panel Director. Stan-

NESS dnd rearrer. K02, Bound Moeciing Mintes
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dards. Points Manager und Research

WELCOME NEW NFSS PANEL JUDGE - JERRI WIESENFELD

Congratefations te Jerni Wiesenfeld of Jacksonville, Florida for successfully completing
the NFSS Appremtice Judge program and being accepted by the NFSS Board of Direc-
1ors to the NFSS Judges Panel during the 3rd Qtr 2002 Board meeting! Jerri is an NFSS
Exhibitor of Excellence and a hard worker aad strong sepporter of NFSS shows. Wel-
o 1o the Panel. Jeri!

NESS ANNUAL NATIONAL SHOW - AT NCBS

You al} are invited 1o participate and assist at the spectacular NFSS Nutional Show. held
i conjunction with the Natioral Cage Bird Show this year ir Santa Clara. California
NFSS Board Members. In particular. are asked 1 assist guring this show. Please congact
Martha Wigmore in advance (ASAPY 10 volunteer for the followiag: Ribboen Tie and
Eivision Security on Friday lunchhreak and for two-hour shifts on Saturday. Work and
learn (well. QK. play®!) with the best! You are VERY welconic and you'l see and leamn
about some GREAT birds!

New NFSS SHOW REPORT FORM
You'll have many more cage bird shows to visit in the next few monihs as the show
season reaches s peak. NFSS Panel Judges and Show Secretaries wili be reporting
show results on a new NFSS Show Report form. Please discard all previous versions of
the form as they are now incomplete.

UPDATED SHOW CLASSIFICATIONS SENT TO AFFILIATES

Al affifiated clubs have been seat updated NFSS Show Classilications this summer.
either by e-mail or if our e-mail went unackaowledged. hy mail. In addition. as men-
tioned ia the July/August 2602 issue of The NFSS Journal, NFSS is happy 10 serd you
Shaw Secretary Worksheets that correspond to the NFSS Classilications. ¥ yeu would
like a copy of either. please contact me.

Respectfuily Submited.
Martha Wigmore

IRD QUARTER MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Our Menthership continues to increase - even slightly over the Sumser which has tradi-
tiomally been ouy stowest membership time. | would like 1o mention here that since we
made the change to our Membership Appiication to more fully explain the ramifications
of the Buik Mail Membership option, we have seen a signilicant increase ia First Class
Memberships.  Earlicr this year, 72% ol our members had chosen the Butk Mail op-
tion. Today that percentage Is 50%%. To help liustrate the change. a survey of the past
three months of new and renewing memberships shows that fully 78% of our mentbers
chose First Class Mail during this time.

The following are the NFSS membesship numbers as of August 26, 2002:
633 Membesships: 81 Buat {2nd Names Duat Memberships):: 714 Total Members

Region #Memberships  Dugl Members  Total Members

H {42 13 155
2 {260 13 134
3 148 20 168
4 56 i4 Ei.

NESS dnd Onarter, 2002, Bogrd Mecting Minties
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Region #Memberships Pual Mewbers  Total Members

5 Kl 4 34
O 116G 7 127
7 12 0 12
8 9 4 9

Respecifully suhmitted.
Martie Lauster. NFSS Membership Direcror

JOURNAL EDITOR'S REPORT - 3rd Quarter 2002

We have now produced wo Jousnals inhe new format and i has been well received by
the membership. The prim guality and paper choices arc excellent. T am continuing 10
work with etr Printer on scheduling issues and these should be ironed o for our Sept/
Ocl issue.

Respectfully submitted.
Martie Lausier. NFSS Journaf Edior

ADVERTISING & PROMOTIONS REPORT

Work has been compieied on NFSS Ads which have been submitied 10 AFA. GABS,
and NCBS> Additionally. we provided a brochure that was incladed in the AFA Tote
Bag. This was a somewhal expensive thing 1o do and T wil keep the board informed of
any response we receive from this so we might decide whether this is worth doing in the
future.

The new advertising price siructure was a significant factor in gaining the BirdCare
Company advertising insert that was included with the May/June issue of our Journal.

Our new advertising rale sheet has been sent 1o prospective Joumnal advertisers along
with a copy of our new fousnal and cover lener. | am beginning to see some response
1o this and a1 this writing, we have three new commercial display ads to include in the
Sept/Oct NFSS Journal. The Journal's owside back cover and both inside covers have
been sofd for the next year {two years in one ease), as well as the Iast full page adjacent
10 the back cover.

Respecifully submitted,
Martie Lauster. NFSS Advertising & Promotions Manager

FINCHSHOP REPORT:

On July I, 2002. T wok over as FinchShop manager. 1d be remiss if 1 didn't go on re-
cord 10 say thal Ginay Alfen did o superb job prepuring for the handoff. the deriled
instructions and information she provided allowed me to slep in withowm diffi.
culty. Thank you Ginny? { also want 10 thank Harry Bryant and Mark Pheips for their
guidance those lirst few weeks.

Between June 12 and August 24. by miy reckoning, FinchShop sold 88 itlems grossing
aeagly $66G. With cost of goods seld aroand $300. Fm happy to report FinchShop run-
ning well in the bluck. These figures are necessarity estimates. as aon adl invoices are in
for the period. The Treasurcr’s report will provide more precise figares.

I'm tracking the postage swuctare to see if adjustinems are needed following the postal
rute hike. the oaly problem 've seen so far is on orders requiring shipmem from several
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vendors. here & a case in point: a customer ordered | 1§ Hems totaling $95.45. The ship-
pirg amount we charged was §7.70. The items were shipped from 4 focations, with
actaal positage totaling about $17.00 fan estimate because one veador inveice is not
. Over aext few months 1 will assess the frequency aad impact of shipping cost
shortfatis and recorsmend changes 16 our postage scafe, i needed,

fn the coming months, | hope to be adding a photo CD o the FinchShop inven-
tory. NFSS members will be asked to submit finch/softbill photos for the project. The
project is being headed by Shidey Kemp and Giany Allen. P sure it will be a greas
suceesst!

Respecttully submitied,

Sue Haberkorn, FinchShop Manager

NESS 3RD QUARTER AWARDS MANAGER REPORT

Helio Folks. So far this year we have sold $2330.00 in ribbons and srophies. Only 23
chubs purchased NFSS Ribboos and Trophies this year - other clubs purchased their
ribbons aad trophies somewhere else. We have spent $1010.59 on Ribbons so Far and |
do not have invoices yet for plagues or Speciai Order ribbons. Moore Awards ysually
charges us $3.95/ribbon but gave us a gquaniity discount this yeas. Fhis price is stifl very
high.

I am stitf researching sew vendors for ribbons and trophies. 1 thoughs that [ would have
new ones betore 1 placed my orders for this vear, however, due to the ife, [ have not
been able to shop arouad, also, | have found it extremely difficult to get guotes over the
phone from the companies that | have contacted. | have 10 make appointments with
them and visit them with samples and projected sates in order to get a price with a good
guantity discount. Iam stili working on this.

Because of the mentioned difficulties, it looks ike { will overshoot the Awards Budget
for this year. (Sosry folks but I am about to gobble up Marks's profit margint!!? LOL) |
had reduced my budget by $1060,00 from hast year with the anticipation that 1 would be
able (o get a4 new ribbona supplier, however, time did pot allow and { was forced to use
the more expensive one that we aheady have been using. | do not intend to have this
difficulty nexs year.

The following is my CURRENT (as of 8/26/02; spreadshect fencely that | keep that
keeps track of the status of ALL the orders. Please feel free 1o download and review it
if you wish. (You must go to the website to download if you receive this Group in
digest mode!!t) (Editors’ Note: Please contact Darla divectly if you would like to see
thiy spreadsheet.}

b am working with Martha on the New National Judges Appreciation Plague.  This
plague with be presented to the judge that is selected o awlge at the Nationals each year.
No one has come to me about Bred and Banded awards since first mention of them in
lhe fisst quarter. We do have Unflighted ribbons, however, this was 1o be separate
award for something else. I3 this still being considered by anyone?

fam going to make inquiries as W how other Nationad Specialty Clubs self their ribbons
atid tophies.  SPBE, for example, inclades them with difterent values or "levels” of
affiliation {combining both duties into one). 1 am also looking into trying W provide a
less confusing order form for next year with sample pictures of the awasds on the so
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folks will know what thevy are ordering!

I you have any questions. please contact me. { will be happy to help! 11 you would like
t0 donate your previously won. but brard new looking ribbons. to NFSS. please mail or
give them to me and [ wil match them up with spares that | have to form a set.

Respectiuily submitted.
Darla Dandre, NFSS Awards Manager

LIAISON OFFICER REPORT:

This past guarter has been spent answering many nguiries abont NFSS viu email and
telephone. Tve sent out several new affiliation packets. To date there are 50 alfifiated
clubs in NFSS.

Respectfully submitted.
Ciiany Allen. Lizison Officer

NESS JRD QUARTER 3RD VP REPORT:
As of 8/26/02 we have ten people patticipating in the Finch and Softhiit Save Progrom.

GROUP MANAGERS TO DATE:

Roland Cristo - Softhill Group Manager

Jaek Eitniear - South American Finches Group Manager
Randy Taylor - Waxbiil Finches Group Manager

SPECIES CAPTAINS TO DATE:

Earry Baum - Violet Eared Waxbill Species Captain
Hagry Bryant- Masked Grassfinch Species Capain
Giany Allen - Red Headed Parrot Finch Specics Captain
Cathy Mackay - Pekin Robin Species Captain

John Kilmer - Superb Starting Species Captain

Harry Bryant and Martie Laoster are graciously working on Launching our NFSS cen-
sus. We anticipate running the census in both the NFSS Journal and the NFSS web-
site. Currently. { am not specifying an “end date” for participation in the census. We
would like to see participation nationwide in the census and include bird keepers out-
side of NFSS as wedl as our own membership so that we attain a mote accurate reading
of which and how maay species are being kept and bred. The census will be ongoing
for the time being. We will be publishing tallies in the Journal and on the wehsite a8
numbers come it We hope that this will eshance the amousnt of participation in the
census this year

Respectfully submitsed.
Kersi MeCoy. NFSS Finch and Softbili Save Direction, 3rd VP
BAND SECRETARY'S REPORT:

June 25 orders - $523.25 wee'd. Pavpal 15 orders/ maii-ing 16
July 17 ovders - $3KL08 rec'd. Paypal 6 orders/ maik-ins |}
Augnst |4 orvdess - #3412 rec'd. Pay pai 9 orders!/ matb-ing 5

Majority opinions from the Board posted 1o mie was stay within budget. Ordered from
Hughes. for year end for 2002 altminum Red bands was $11 146 with S&FL
Ordered frows RedBird Tor inveutory batance Tor yeur end 2002 split plustic bands was:
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$380AMG with S&#H.

Ordered one lal of projecied bands for 2003 aleminum violel bands. estimated al
$2.877.34 with S&H.

Orders tatlied Lor 2602 10 date:

dan - §7 Ma-—-32 May-22 July—I17

Feb - 44 April-—23 June—23 Aug—14

E redesigred the order sheet to include plastic split bands and sent to Martie in June. 1
can't see using 2 order forms in the journal. 1 was hoping to resolve the problem of
Laking up too much space.

Respectluily submitied,

Paula Hansen

NFSS Bund Secretary. Pra Tem

NEW BUSINESS:

Motion 12-2007 A motion by Kerri McCoy regiwding the need for the NFSS to pur-
chase Liability fnsurance. Should NFSS officers investigate purchasing such insurance
and present their findings to the board for discussion and potential purchase? Seconded
by Martie Lauster. This Motion Passed - 13 YES 2NO

Maotion 132002 A motion by Paula Hansen. Band Secretary. that NFSS implement a
$10 or $3 minimum purchase amount for a# plastic split-band sales. Seconded by Ron
Castaner. Motien passed - 8 YES 7TNO

Motion {4-2002: A motion by Martha Wigmore. Director of Panel judges. that Jerei C.
Wiesenfeld be accepted to the NFSS Panel of judges. Seconded by Martie Faus-
ter. Motion passed - 12 YES INO 2 Abstained

Molion 13:-2002: A motion by Martha Wigmore: Shali the NFSS Board approve the
style and wording for the NFSS annual award 1o the NFSS panel judge who has judged
the NFSS Nationai Show, held in conjunction with the National Cage Bird Show. a
piague conmemarating his/her participation in the event. Seconded by Kerri McCoy.
Motion passed - 14 YES { ABSTAINED

Mation 16:2002: A mation by Martha Wigmore that the NFSS Board approve a special
one-time recoghition and conunemoration ol NFSS judges’ contributions ot past NFSS
annual Nationad Shows hekd in conjunction with the National Cage Bird Show in the
form of plagues (slyle and wording as per NFSS award for the 2002 Judge at
NCBS3 Seconded by Kerri McCoy. Motion passed - 11 YES 4NO

Motion {1 7-2002: A motion by Martha Wigimore reguesting that 4o audit be undertaken,
per NESS Bylaws Article 3. paragraph 13 (Treasurer). of the Treasurer records for
2001, The specifications for this activity are spelied ot in the Bylaw section referred
tx. Seconded by Harry Bryant.

Motion passed - 11 YES 3INO [ ABSTAINED

o reference to Motion 17-2002, this was sot. in fact. 3 "motion”. however. it was sec-
andexl. Fhe Bylaws of the NFSS require that 2o annual audit of the Treasurer's books
take place regardless of the vote tally presented.

Respectluily subuntied.
Patrick Vance

NESS Snd Ouanter. 2002, Bourd Moeting Mines
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LEGISLATIVE ALERT - 2002

Harry Bryant, Legislative Attaché

For your information, below is another AFA News release concerning the
serigs of presentations at the 2002 AFA Convention made by Dr. Chester
Gipsors and Dr. Jerry DePoyster of the U.5. Depariment of Agricuiturs,
APHISZ, Animal Care addressing the Animal Welfare Act (AWA).

AFA PRESIDENYT'S MESSAGE

A Summary of the AWA Discussions at the Tampa Convention
August, 2002
Greetings!

Well, the 2002 Annual Convention of the American Federation of Aviculture,
Inc.® (AFA} has come and gone. In my view it was a good Convention fea-
turing an outstanding slate of speakers. Congratulations to alt who made it
happen. especially the Speaker Chairs {Natasha Schischakin and Sandy
Molenda); the Convention Coordinator (Esther Aboumaadi); CFO Jim Haw-
ley, the Registrar (Natalie Frumin-Weiss), the AFA Store Chair Mark
Moore} and many others who wilf go unnamed at this time. Thank you a!

One highlight of the Convention was the series of presentations made by
Dr. Chester Gipson and Dr. Jerry DePoyster of the U.S. Depariment of Agri-
culture, APHIS, Animai Care addressing the Animal Welfare Act (AWA}L in
this {the frst of several post-convention arficles | plan 1o prepare), | want to
summarize what they {old us. First, the fuli text of their formal presentation
can be found on their website at hitp/www. aphis. usda.qoviac. Alt 58 slides
presented are shown at that address. In summary, they first described the
organization of thelr group and then described the AWA in terms of who was
covered {dealers, researchers, exhibitors, transporters). Many of us may fall
under the "Dealer” category as either wholesale breeders of "animals® for
the Pet Trade or breeders of "exotic animais” for retail or wholesale. In the
later case. the present definition of anima! could inciude many birds. Of in-
terest, the Retail Pet Trade is presently exempt, but this exemption could
change as # has been challenged in the Courts.

They then gave the toriuous history of how birds came to be covered. in
essence it "boiled down” to & change in wording (punctuation really) of the
definition of "animai” and which groups of animals were exciuded from the
definition. In the beginning. the key phrase was "this term [animal} excludes:
birds. rals of the genus Rattus, and mice of the genus Mus bred for use in
research..” In this definition all birds are exempt as are all rats of the genus
Rattus. However, for mice, only those mice in the genus Mus bred for use in
research would be exempt. Next came lawsuits, settlemenis, amendments,
anrd s0 forth. The bottom line was & definition that now exempted "(1} birds,
rals of the genus Rattus, and mice of the genus Mus, [} bred for use in
research (exclamation points and undesdine added). The insertion of the
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comma following the word Mus in the final definition adopted in the 2602
Farm 8ill {Senator Helm's "Rider” fo e Farm Bill was {0 amend the AWA
and it passed; made # very clear that birds, rats and mice were exempt only
if they were bred for research.

Okay, we're covered; now what? Well, first tet 4s look at wha! the AWA en-
sures. This list includes adequate veterinary care, proper housing, safe
transportation, shelter from the elements, adeguate feeding and watesing,
humane handling practices, qualified personnel, proper sanitation and re-
cord keeping. Minimum standards wilt be defined and published in Regula-
tiecns and Standards which will be enforced using unannounced inspections.
At preseni, there are no Regulations and Standards written specifically for
fats, mice and birds; these will be developed through a "Rulemaking” proc-
ess which wili be conducted by Dr. Gipson and his staff at APHIS/Animal
Care.

This process, because of the significance of the AWA, is going to take sev-
erat years (3 to 5 years is my estimate} to compiete. The most exciling thing
{ heard is that not only will AFA and other affected parties be involved in the
process, we are being viewed as bheing critical to #. [z, Gipson put it this
way "The destination is the development and enforcement of minimurm stan-
dards; how we get 1o that destination is up to you-l am the passenger, you
are the driver.” He also admonished "Be careful what you ask for, because
you're Hkely to get it."

The avicultural community has talked about the need for minimum stan-
dards for years. Indeed, various standards have been developed at the in-
ternational, national, and iocal levels. An overview of some of these were
prasented in a Round Table tatk at the Convention. Many of us already ad-
here to these standards without any legal requirement. Now the time has
come where everyons covered under the Act is going to have o meet mini-
mum standards. This is a good thing, not a negaiive. The only problem is
that the standards need to be flexible. reasonable and appropriate. How-
ever, we are being asked fo help develop workable standards appropriate
for aviculture. | am excited about the opportunity. If we have to have mini-
mum standards as is presently reguired by law, we could have no betlter
group to work with than Dr. Gipson and his staff. Furthermore, we (and oth-
ers} are being afforded every opportunity 10 guide the process. As AFA
President, { have made the commitment o seek to develop and participate
in a broad coalition of avian interest groups to help develop reasonable and
appropriate standards for all of U.8. aviculture. This is going to be a long,
involved process that will require your suppornt and involvement. For now,
what we need {o be doing is building membership in AFA-we are going o
need to be stronger in numbers, and more heaithy from a financiai stand-
point than we are at present. i is once more Hime for AFA to step-up to the
plate. | solicit your support and trust it will be forthcoming.

Sincerely,
Benay .JJ. Gallaway, Ph.D., President
American Federation of Aviculture, Inc.
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News from the FinchShop

FinchShop Talk

The fuily updated, 2002 edition of the NFSS JUDGES HANDBOOK
is now available from FinchShop. Already have a Handbook? We aiso have
fuil sets of both 2001 and 2002 update pages for sale. Don't let this valuable
rasource fall behind! Keep # cument by purchasing update sets from
FinchShop and making your inserts timelyt

The Handbook is a GREAT GIFT IDEA for the finch and softbill
enthusiast in your Hfet ¥ confains a wealth of information not only for aspir-
ing judges, but for exhibitors and spectators alike, such as feather charts,
leg band information, and audging standards for 12 specific species, plus a
general standard and a pairs standard. To order, visit the onling FinchShop
at www.niss.org, or refer to the order form in the Journal,

Sue Haberkorn
FinchShop Manager

FinchShop Projecis

Call for Photographs

A dedicated group of NFSS members is puiting together a photo
€D to seli in the FinchShop. The project hopes to include a screen
saver program as weli as a number of finch and softhill photos. WE
NEED YOUR PICTURES, SO GET THOSE CAMERAS CLICKIN The
commitiee will accept digital photographs in .jpg format and prints
no larger than 5”x7". Please email or snail mail your submissions
NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 15, 2002, to one of the following peo-
pie:

Shirey Kemp Ginny Allen

1505 E. University Dy 307 Brookwood Court
Aubum, Al 36830 Opelika, AL 36801
shirleyvkemp@charternet  gndalien@eanhlink.net

NOTE: Ali photos become the property of NFSS and will not be re-
turned: however. credit may be given the pholographer. Please inciude
the common name of the bird and the Latin name, if known,

REMEMBER, THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS
NOVEMBER 1571

Sue Haberkorn, FinchShop Manager
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Give the gift ol
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The Natonal Finch & Softbill Society now offers a gift membership pack-
age. this atlraclive package includes:

* Cerificate showing that the membership is a gift from you.
* Welcome letter from the NFSS Membership Director.

* NFSS Membership card.

* Copy of the NFSS Journal.

You may eiect to have the membesship sent to you or directly to your
recipient. This is a great way to introduce new members to NFSS, do-
nate a valuabie item to your local Bird Ciub, or just to show your appre-
ciation for a friend. The person doesnt need o be a new member-you
can aiso use his package as a great gift for someone who is already
enjoying NFSS. We wili exiend their existing membership date.

There is no extra cost for this service. Just complete and send in the
form below along with a regular NFSS Membership application and the
normal membership fee.

NFSS GIFT MEMBERSHIP
The attached membership application is a gift from:

Name:

Address:

City: : Zip:

Phone: E.Mait:

Send Gift Package directly to:  Me____ Recipient
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The Classifieds

GOULDIAN FINCHES

For Sale: Most all colors. Breeder & Exhibitor of Quality. Wili Ship.
www.homestead .com/gouddian/
Shirley Perkins. Portland, OR (5033 6590229

JAVA RICE BIRDS
For Sale: Nornmals. Pieds, White. inexpensive Shipping.
Flwood Frick, 3709 Wedgewood Dr., Charlotte, NC 28210
{704) 525-0092

SUPERB STARLINGS

For Sale or trade for Goddian Finches.
Fohn Kilmer (309) 443-2505. E-Mail: kilmjoh@qwest.net

Display Ad Bates: Inside Cover 330.00/1ssue or $156.00/Year: Full Page $20.00/
Issue or 390.00/Year: Half-Page $10.00ssue or 350.00/Yvar: Quarter-Page
$5.00/ssue or 325.00/Yvar. Classifieds: 33.00 (Up to three lines of texth, Free
Classifieds 1o Finch/Softhill Suve Progrom Members,  Classifieds ave posted on
the website at ne extra charge.

The ESTRILDIAN

The ESTRILDIAN is produced for the purpose of relsting the most up ro date infornation on
alt species belonging 1o the family Estildidac both in the wild and i caprivity, Within its
124 species are aH of the Washifls, Parrot Finches, Mamtibing and Austrolion finches, The
aviculurist and the scientist have much 10 offer each otler and the ESTRILIDIAN brings
together like-miaded enthasiasts from ayound the world. The magazine is sent 1o 13 different
conries ranging fram Australia 1o Poerta Rice and has nsmy leading Zoo s, Avienlurisis
and Researchers as both members and contibators, With welf over 108 members in e
USA. we have now heen able to redwce our overseas sabscription wates.

12 months subscription is £15 Sterding: USA $36 personal check accepied
CESTRE.DID FORUM
143, Gable Terrace. Wheatley Hill County Durkan, DHg 357
ENGLAND
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NESS Board of Directors/Appointed Officers

2002/2003

President— Ms, Sally Huntington
5634 Carnegie Street, San Diego, CA 92122

(838) 452-9423

sallych@san.ar.com

15 Vice President

4th Vice President

Treasurer

Regionna] V.P. s, Education
Mr. Armando §. Lee
306 5.E. 22nd Street
Cape Coral, FL 33990
{239) 242-7675
Alee@swha.rr.com

2nd Vice President
Pttty

Mr. Harry Bryant

Edyria, OH 44033

Urstweb @ zol.com

3rd Vice President
NEXY FiaelifSefrlill Senve pree
groeend Censies Myr,
Ms. Kerri MceCoy
4786 Settles Point Road
Suwanee, GA 36024
Phone: {6781 546-3353
Fax: (678} 540-3352
Kerrbmecoy@charter.net

President Emeritus:

Mr, Witliam Parlee

Fiwefpes PaeliSannduridsfBeseanch
Ms, Martha Wigmore
18913 Boston St NW
Elk River, MN 33330
{7633 241-0071
Mewdlwiptmbwlspring com

Membership Divector

M. Martie Lawster

45381 Lincoln Road
Macedon, NY 143502
{3151 5247768

Miauster @rochester.room

Executive Secretary
Pro-fem

Mr. Patrick Vance

8175 Avilla

Lathrup Village, M1 48676
2483 443-0643
Sparmnfinchman@cs.com

Mr. Mark Phelps

P Box 123

Lisle. IR, H3532
Phene: (815) 7299739
Softbitboy@acl.com

Eiaison Officer

i Drdeguate w8ton Deaies
Ms. Ginny Allen
37 Brookwood Coott
Opelika, Al 36801
£334; 749-Ti68
Cadallen@carthlink. et

Band Secretary

Frgpe Femr
Ms, Paula Hansen
2234 Junean Court South
Salem, Oregon 97302
{503) 5818208
phhansen@earthlink.net

631 Talcotiviile Rd. Apr. 4N

Vernon, CT (6066
18001 5690206 Billhtfdci@aol.com

Wets hiltje
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NFSS Board of I)Ni;écters/A.épeinted Offimcers

Regional Vice Presidents

Re E 100§ ronmens..
T DEMAMEMDMNILNE
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My, James Felix

1616 McElkinny Avenue
Fittsburgh, PA 15207
(412} 462-0969

Justaff @ worldnet.att.net

R{‘: g i{} [¢] 2 Nenethirerst

AL ELATAMENC SO TN
Mr. Ron Castaner
13386 58tk Court North
Royal Paim Beach. L
3341

(36131 792-67%4
Finches @belisouth.net

R{:gi()n 3 Rl eraeerf -
AR SN KV LA MO,
W Awsrralio. Bevsurka England

Ms. Darla Dandre
P.O. Box 1231

Eiste, H. 60532
{8153 72G-G789
Phirdranch@acl.com

FinchShop Manager

m&m Aichosp
AR MM NENLOESTLTX
Mr, Harold McBrayer
P.O. Box 1054
Lengue City, TX 77573
{286) 338-2814
Haroldmchraver368
@hotmail.com

RE 34 i on M§_ Meuptio..

ALLOIMENS N VY

Ms. Anoa Sinclair

2430 San Marcos

Colorade Spgs 0 80410
(715 6346404
Biil&annasinclsir@citysiar.
COm

Re g ion 6 Pacithe { st

AKCAHLUR WA

Mr, Vince Huntington
3634 Camegie Street
San {Mego, CA 92122
(8587 45194213
Vhunting @ sm.meom

Appointed Officers

NFSS Website Mar,

Bir g erviiirecor Hevir

Me. hulio Mateo Soto
RIS, Box 8418, Suite 72
Bayamon, PR 00946
Famaponte @ hotmdi.com

Region 8 cunu

Pren Yo
M. Vince Moase
IS Rowsnddelay Court
Oshawa, Ontario L TRY
CANADRS
1905; 7234978
Yimoase @ rogers.com

Advedising & Promo,

Ms. Sue Haherkorn

1106 Hamilton Bivd.
Hagerstown, MD 21742
{30y VO 6645 (Cal ahewd
Jer fon

rs2haberkom@yahoo.com

NESS Hditor

Mz, Martie Lauster

4381 Lincoin Road
Macedon, NY [4502
{3151524-7768
Mlzuster@rochestermr.com

Me. Harry Bryant
Elyria. OH 44035-8544
Uruweb @ ol com

www. nfss.org

Awards Manager

Ms. Parla Dandre
PO, Box 1231

Fizle, H. 60532
1§13 729-978G
Dibirdvanch®@aol.com

FPra-Trm
Ms, Martie Lavster
4584 Lincoln Road
Macedon, NY 14502
£315) 524-7768
Miauster @ rochester.rr.com

Moderator, NFSS
Fingh/Softbill Forum
Mr. John Wilson

San Francisco, CA G419
Twitson{ 536 aol.com

hitpHgroups, yahoo.cony
group/NFSS
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NFSS Panel of Judges 2002

Nizam Ali

13541 P49 Stecet

South Ozone Park, NY 420
Fonald VEVED Dol com

Chaddes Anchor
12384 | mwed Fang
Huntey, {1, 603342
Plower BAT315- 1000

Laeera Bewley

FAIB S 65 W Avenue
Fubsa, O T4

Pl 9184463904
Faml Ixewloy{ilyaboo.comn

farold Bowles

233 ologe Cirele
Culartows, (A MHD2S
Ploge: TH-TA8-4627
B TTOT48- 3069
Jacky Civitarese

193 Chusch Road
Baltsmnose, MID 21222
Dhoszs 4132824754
Lot 1 shncffgaol.com

Clarence Colwell

250 Homseshoe Pirve
Sprgtown, X 7682
(o BEF-22L5568

{ it codwellSEnfash net
e, Al Decotean

1.0, Box 364

Crrotos, MA €454
Phone 630724568
Fime 603-672-3120
Finugid spbe WiBaolcosn

Daren Decotean

K9 Plowsantview Avenue
Steatfondd, COF 06497

Dy 2337720689

Ll CPAM OO0l com

Julie Duimstea

$2038 Nk 1250 L #1463
Pogthaesd, OR 97230

Pl 503-261.8788

Lyt pbecdmsteaddprenet

Cecit Gunby

8121 Houe | T hwy, 34
Shaggslurg, GA 277
Plogef Vipg THEZS- 1204

Stephen Hoppin

3836 Hidden Acees Circle
NP Myers, FL 3398
Pous 9419972237

P G415 997.NISS
Limait n2finchsfhpopanctoom
Annene Howard

0 Box HM

Sadeny, O 4444}

Plose 3ML337-7654
{onndtd

sale ah@ACCESS K12 ong
Safly Huntington
BUS0Villa La folla Dave
Seate §241
{a Jolla, CA 92037
Do 858-452-9423
Lipgdl sallych@@san xcom
Joseph Krader
2900 Al Road
Corona, CA D2881
Plugs $0-272-6525
Dake Laird
PAY Box 2450
CGoldesmod, 1, 32733
Pon: 7657 TURY
i JadeBapeexlipy net
Asmando Lee
306 51 2208 Speeen
Cape Coral, L 353090
e 239.242.7675
Limgarl abecl@@swllarncom
Dennis J. Lewis
T446 Clasgow Rowd
Brooksville, I 34013
Foner 357-596-3376
Brian Mandarich
HH3 L ledges Avesac
Fresnes, CA 93703
Pl 559-255.-6508

Teri McAuliffe

265 Thames Diesve

Colorado Springs, CO) 81006

Dhose! it TOST65009

ek mptpadsidaol com

Conrad Meinerst

{28215 3 South

Warsaw, TN 46580

Plogn 210-209-2873

Fipy 219-209-3142

Limad BirdmanoPWarsawidl

keonbnecom

Marion (Miki) Sparzak

445 Rosedade Avenons

Bafenone, MiD 21237

Ploner 410-687-8915

it s 8295 bcomeastnet

Pawrick Vance

18175 Avitla

Ladwup Vilape, Mi 480576

Plone: 248-44341643

Lt
sparanfinchman(ilios com

Chrstine Voronovitch
38 Liberty Strvet
Manchester, C1 (06840
Ploger 8616498226
Find Botyheaplegaokoom

Me. Jerri Wicsenfeld
2379 Water Bluff Drave
Backsonville, F1. 32218
Phoge: 9047142133
Lapad jevasiavasiol.com

Martha Newman Wigmore

INESS Pascl Phircctor

FR9 13 Buston Stoct N¥W

§43k Haver, MN 55330

S TGY24540GT )
rewdbvip(imindsprang.com

Paul 8, Withiams

03 Poncgad Prive

Papilion, NIL 6846

Fhoge H2-H92-54H8

RofFalogdis sicteomeom
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NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

Regional Shows

Each year, NFSS selects from applicants. one club from each of the eight regions to
host & Regional Show. The Regional Vice President is to help the host club with any
special exhibits/dispiays depicting NFSS in Action,

Past issues of our publications, applications for Finch/Softhill Save. NFSS Member-
ship Applications, FinchShop Catalogs and order forms, plus copies of information
about the care of finches/softhills are made available to the host club. The Regiona
Vice President usually conducts a short. informal meeting following the awarding of
Top Bench, Plaques for these shows are engraved “"Regional Show™.

The 20062 Regional Shows are:

Region I Baltimore Bird Fanciers (Oct, 19—Parkvilie, MD)
Region 2 Georgia Cage Bird Society (Nov. 3-.Marietta, GA}
Region 3 National Institute of Red-Orange Canaries and other Cage Birds
(Nov. 30—Ek Grove Village, [L)
Region 4 Fort Worth Bird Club (Sept. 2B—Grapevine, TX)
Region 3 Rocky Mountain Society of Avicuiture tNov, 2 Denver, CO)
Region § Pending)
Region 7 Asociacion De Criadores De Finches def Este
{July $3--Caguas, PR}
Region 8 Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
{Oct. 18-20—Windser, Ontario. CANADA}

Move information about these shows is inctuded io the Afiticted Chib Lixtings below.
! L g

REGIONAL CLUBS ALABAMA
Foothilis/Eastern Atantic Bird Club Central Alabama Avicultural Society
(VA DCMD WY LA OHNCNY.NT {Prauville, AL}

Valerie Schuster {703) 4819725 Margie Lanier {3343 567-4073
vichuster @ comeast.net marglelanier@yshoo.com
Claby E-Mail: Moderators-FoothilisEastem
AtlanticBC @yahoogroups.com CALIFORNIA
Clnh Website: htipifwww babyfeathers.com/
feabofmissiate hhn Central California Avian Society

Alvin Lea (339 S84-3784
Chehr Web Site: htipiipw Lnetcom.cony
fawfCCAS index. himd

Southeast Bird Fanciers Central California Cage Bird Club
{ALARGAFL LA MANCSCTN) Tohn Astorine (200 8330200
Giany Alens £33 T49-T168 Chil E-Moil, Rpomes@ BipValiey net
gndallentenrthlink. net Shones Ol 28 Fdwer Foe Krader
Clab Website: mtpfmembers tripod.com/
sebfglsebl him Capitel Cigy Bird Seciety

Rofamd Criste (330 §23-1677
Cristo? lanselcom
Ereat: Oct 23 Bird Mart CA State Fair




SepetberOctober, 202

[i%)

NESS-Aftihated Clubs/Events

Sunta Clara Valley Canary & Exotic Bird
Chaby

Mutt Butriesel seveebe @yahoo.com
Uiinger Wolnik (4083 739-3995
Pacific ASC@aol.com
Club Website: www geotities.cony
&( VCE B( i

Shew:
Nov, #4- Ef} Sama Clara Convention Cir,
Speciat Show Discount on Apwrican Airlines

Judge: Cecit Gunby, NFSS Panel Judge

Cage Bird Club of Chardotte County

Ron Keane (9411 J88-6891

Shen Sept. 21 Great Ameriean Bird Show

Shovr Sepr. 22

Location: Charlotte Memorial Aoditorisan
Punsta Gorda, FL

Herel: Best Westem Waterfront Howel

Contaer: Dave Dollar (7273 9373447

sandhiliesotics@aol.com

CANADA

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
i Windsor, Oaratio, CANADA}
Alfred Mion (39 9486398
Jjulanne @nnsi et
Shoe: REGIONAL SHOW—REGION 8
Oct. 1820 Fogolar Furlan Spoits
Complex Windsor, Catario, CANADA
Judge: Charles Anchor

Haotic Bird Clab of Florida (Melboune
Ciimy Heptig (321393529786
yogatheit @acl.com
Club Website: www. honwstead convesatic
birdeluboftiorida.com

Event: Qct 13 Auction

Cireater Paliv Bay Sentor Center

Pain: Bay, FL.

Florida State Fair Exotic Bird Show
Exate Eaird {40673 657-T989
dalel2@ prodigy net

COLORARO

Rocky Mountain Society of Avicalture
Anna Sinclaic (719) 634-6404
bill&annasinclair@ citystar com
Cliby E-Muaif: consrecare@prodigy net
{Eisa MoManes)
Chaby Website: www RMSA-Birds.org
Show: REGIHONAL SHOW-.REGION 5
Nov. 2.3 Lakeside Center, Denver
Sudges: Nov. 2 Dy, Al Decoran
Nov, 3 Miki Sparzak
Stene Munoger: arweanightstar@attbi.cons

SanCoast Avian Society (Pitieilas Cotnty?
Joseph Ventmighia (7273 392-939

Club E-Muil: 3cs65L@aol.com

Club website, www SuRCOasaviansociely.org

Tri-Seate Avian Society (Taliahassee, FL)
Barry Laster (8503 8471973

barryl@ polaris.net
Cind Wobsite: www irstaleaviansociety. org

GEORGIA

CONNECTICUT

Connectivot Canary and Finch Chub
Febis Felix (8603 4549438
canariomio@aclcom

FLORIDA

Georgia Cage Bird Society (Matienta, GA}

Tt Miller (77014255455
jundpmitler @ mindspring.com

REGHONAL SHOW—REGION 2

Shewer Nov, 3 Jhm Miller Park Mariena, GA

Juedge: Conrad Meiner

Aviary and Cage Bird Society
{F4 Lauderdale, 1)
Carvie Efstathion (9545 4323340
carries I @aoboom
{lnb Welnite: www feathers.org

HAWAIE

Hounolola Canary & Finch Club
Kathy Perreira (8083 8392269
sl b 88H@aoboom




6

Journal of the Nationad Firch amd Softbill Sociery

NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

EIN

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Cluh

Darla Dandre (8133 729-9789
dhirdranch@aol.com

Club E-Mail: www board@pecheorg

Club Website: www geche.org

Show: Nov. 2 Radisson Arlingeon Hees. I

Judge Armando Lee

Comtacr: Jeanne 18471 358-2470

Hini Bird Fanciers
{Central Hiinoisy
Patricia A. Montgomery (217} 787-08:40
ibE-birdsongs @insightbb.com

MARYLAND

Baitimere Bird Fancicrs {RBajtimore;
Barbara Shannon 1310 336.5850
Chh F-Mail: ravmondreter@aol com
Clidr Websine:, www geocities com/
heartland/3375/MBE htmt
(1 19
Locarion: Tali Cedars of Lebanon Hall
Park ville, MD
Judge: Dr. Al Decoteas

MICHIGAN

National Enstitute of Red Orange Canaries
and Other Cage Birds
Stephan Hopman (815) 469.8455
Birdhop®aol.com
Nov. 3 Holiday Inn
Elx Grove Viliage. 11
Judge: Martha Wigmore

Great Lakes Avieltural Socety

Diana Huge {6161 842-0163 hugo@iserv.net

Club Website: www.angedfire.com/midiglas

sfeay: Ot 39 Rockford North Middle School
Rockford. MI

Justge: Clarence Cowell

Mid America Cage Bird Society

Rhada Shitdey (5153 243-}514

Club E-Muail: flgibson@netinsnet

Claly Website: htipifforwwigeocities.cony/
heartiand/Rats/ 37T machs hen

Show: Oct. 5 Des Moines Botanica] Center
BPes Moines. 1A

Judge: Martha Wigmore

Motor City Bird Breeders
Pat Piekarz 586) 296-2957
dpiekarz{ @cincast.oom
Sfune: (126 kalian Cultwra] Center
Warren, M}
Judge: Harold Bowles
Show Megr: Bob Zalewski (3131 365.5942

Society of Canary & Finch Breeders
Patrick Vance (248) 443-0643
spattanfinchman®cs.com

Jugdfze: Dennis Lewis

MISSOUR}

LOUISIANA

Gulf South Bird Club, Inc. (New Oreans}
Danny Chauvin 19851 876-T966
cajunpride @ mobetelcom

Cajun Canary and Fiech Clab

Meade Phelps 13043 8876724
NEWORLEANSMEADE @ cox et

Shems Dec. 7 Metadrip

Suepe: Annetie Howard

Missouri Cage Bird Association

Paddy Lambent (3141 962-8186

Clieh E-Mail: thou@usmo.com

Clieh Website: www birdchabsimosmeha
Fureka, MO

Juedge: Pad Williams

Ereater Kansas City Avieultural Society
Earl Couns (8164 334-3922

Cirandview, MO,
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NFSS-Affiliated Clubs/Events

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
eManchiester, MM}
Ruay Schwartz £6033 362-6106
prismsdad@aol.com

Club Website: www.boaf.com

Shaw: Get 26 Judge, Dr. Al Decoteau
Center of NH Holiday Inn
Manchester, NH

QREGON

NEW YORK

Astoris Bird Club
Dan Griffin (Ti8) 994-1614
dgrift @ixnecomoom
Show: Nov. 2 St Jude’s School
Brookiyn, NY

Finch Connection

Pauls Hansenr 153033 5818208
phhansen@eanhlink.net

Chakr Websiie: hspi/fhome.earthlink . net/

~phhansen
Shows Ot 26-27 Clackamas Community Crr.
Clackamas, OR

Judges: Get. 26 Jubie Duimstra
Oot. 27 Saily Huatington
Contact: (5033 266-7606 or (363) 581-8208

EENNSYLVANIA

Greater Rochester Avian Seciety
(Rochester)
Patrick F. Goonan {5853 288-36353
patrick_goonan@hotinail.com
Cinb Website: www angelfire com/zine/gras
Shenyr Ot 26 (NFSS Division of the Bl
Casary & Finch Society Show)
Best Western Hotel Lockport, NY
Suedge: Patrick Vance

Greater Pitishurgh Cage Bird Society, 1ac.
{Pitsburgh, PA}
Margie Jonnet (412) 7951504
mjonnet@kate pitt edu
Club E-Mail, babegonin@libromcom
Sheny: Nov, 2 Palace nn Monroeville, PA
Judge: Dennis Lewis

Chester County Bird Club, fnc.
Muarta Rosenberger {6107 469-6402
duckybathtime@aol com

international Canary and Finch Society
{Butfaloy
Mary Ellen Sacca {716) 825-8271
snowltake @ adelphianet
show: Oct. 36 Best Western Hotel
Eockpot, NY
Judge: Pawrick Vaonce
{nformaticn/Reservations: (716} 4346151

New York Finch & Type Cansary Club
Stan Kulak (718) 9676899
barstand @rashawk cons
Clih Website: wwwoewyorktinch.com
Shove Oct (9 St Jude's Church
Brooklyn, NY

Asociacion De Criadores Pe Finches del
Este
foge Diaz (7873 747-7947
Joserafacte @hotmati.oom
Club E-Mail: cradoves_finches_esie
@ hotmut.oom

Shoae: Nov, 1-3 Nacional det Inviemo ACFE
Judge: Nov, 2e-Stephen Hoppin
Lovation:. Universidadgd del Turabo

Cagaas, PR

TENNESSEE

NORTH CAROLINA

Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society
April Blazich (2191 85§-8079

aprith@bhellsouhnet
Club Website: www.adcbs.org

Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club
eNashville, TN}
Lasa Meliies (613 789-0002
yuiR @bellvouth net
Chielr E-Muail, mna2@®comcast.net
Show: Oct. 3 Fennessee State Fairgrounds
Nashville, TN 37203
Jiudge: Annete Howard
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Seutheast Tennessee Avicuttural Soctety
Janet Burrell (4233 472-1306
jkj2202@a0kcom
Shesvr Ot 26 Niota Elementiry School
Nigta. TN

Fort Worth Bird Cinh

Clarence Cuiwell (817) 220-5568
culwelHS@flash net

Ciubh Website: www. fwhe.org

‘Fennessee Valley Exotic Bird Club
Sondra Ou (8653 373-2384
Club Website: www.kormerorg/tvebe

YIRGINIA

TEXAS

Alamo Exhilntion Bird Club. Inc.
MNuthan Darbin (3303 606-2799

birds@compuvision.net
Chub Webite, www.aebe.org

Peninsuia Caged Bird Socicty
iHampton. VA)
Marian “Bea” Rogers (7571 4846001
Cired E-Mail: dickivy@two-rivers.com
Club Website: www freeyeliow.cony
members9/fclubpage/index himl

WASHINGTON

Texas Bird Breeders
Clarence Cubwel] 8173 220-5568
cubweliS @ fashopet
Shene: Nov. 2 Maybor Conventon Center
Temple. TX
Judge. Tulie Duimstea

Cascade Canary Breeders Association
Cecy DuBonsky (4251 332.6883
pealoha@ mindspring.com

WISCONSEN

Canary and Finch
Harold McBrayer (281)338-2814
haroidnscbrayer369 @hotmatl.com
Show: Oct 26 League City Civie Center
league City. TX
Judge: Pasl Williawms

Badger Canary and Finch Club
{State-wide)
Susan Feldstein (2623 965-5362
Cluly E-Mail: DEvanormum@aocl.com
Shener O 20 Oshkosh Convention Center
Oshkosh. Wi

WANGS.
[Daria Dandre {815) 729-978%
dhirdranch@aol.com
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§ 2002 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

The basic affiliation fee is $25.00. Make check
payable to NESS.

Mail to: Giany Alles, Liaison Officer
307 Brookwood Court
Opelika, AL 36803
e-maill gadallen@ecarthlink.net
Phone/Fax: (334) 749-7168

Chub Name:
Club City/State:

Ciub Meeting Dates/Location:

Club Delegate:
Address:

#Phone: *E. Mail:

*NFSS may use this information in the NFSS Journai and on the web site.

Delegate's Signatute:

Cilub Officer:
Address:
*Phone: R Maik

Chub E-Mait Contact Hportant):

Show/Event Dage: Panei Judge:

Show Location:

Send NESS Journal to:

Please fist other fairs or events hosted by your club for listing in the NFSS
Jousma). Please inciude dates, locations. and a contact member with phone
ngsmber and/or ¢-mail sddress:




Mail with paymeat to:
2002 Darlz Dandre. P.O. Box 1231, Lisle, [1. 60532
B15-729-5789 or e-mit a copy o
NFSS AW&YCIS Dibirdranch@aol.com

Of def FOI n This information must reach the Awards Manager
as soou as possible but no later than two months
Please use a separate form BEFORE show date. Awurds are sent Priority
For each individual show! Mail to the desig{[a[eé persen.

PLAQUES: AN piagques are $25.00 each. They are walnut finish with the en-
graved NFSS logo on brass over black plate on the Ieff and the club informa-
tion on brass over klack piate on the right. All are 6” x 8.

*Please eircle how you wish your plaques to read: Best in DIVISION or SHOW?®:
H you do not make a selection. plagues will be engraved “Best in Division™
Club Name to be Engraved:
ist Place Plague 2ad Place Plague  ___3rd Place Plaque
Best Finch in Show Best Softbifl in Show
Service Award/Breeder Award (please provide enpraving information),

Sub Total Plaques @ $25.00 per Plaque = §

ROSETYES: The basic set of rosettes for finches and softhills consists of
eleven roseftes with the NFSS logo on the button. This inclades ist thre 10th
piace and Best Unflighted. Unflighted birds are those handed with current
year {2602} bands.

o Basic Rosette Package {1-10 + Best Unflighted; $45.00
Unflighted ribbon add-on {2nd & 3rd Place) 51000
Novice Ribbon 3700
Rosete and Ribbon Sub-Total = §
Affiliation Fee (if you haven’t already issued a separate checky = $ _25.00 .

Total Amount of Check PAYABELE TO NFSS: §

SHIP AWARDS T0O: Name:
Address:
City: Stuge:,.. Lip:
Phone: E-Maii:

SHOW INFORMATION: Date: Judge:
Location:
Address:
City: Ste: . Zip:
NFSS Club Delegage:
Phone: E-Mail:
Show Manager:
Phone: E-Mail:

Can this information be published 1n the NFSS Journal? Yes No
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The National Fincb and Softbill Society
Band Order Form

Mail form and payment
pavable to NEFSS 0

Paula Hansen
NESS Band Secretary
2234 Juncau €t South

Salem, OR 97302

NFSS offers. to members oaly. closed traceable
aiuminmg bands. available oaly in the NFSS color
of the year. The bands are engraved with the initials
NES. size code. yewr. and number.  There is ao
choice of numbers.  All orders are recorded for per-
manent refererce. Bands are ordered in strings of
ten. afl the same size. New members may order
before receiving their membership sumber. Write
“NEW” for membership number on the order form.

Orders processcd wc&,ily as received. Please. no mail requiniag signatures. $1.60

handiing fee effective 3/1/99.

Band Size # of Strings | Price per String Total Amount
A $3.25
B $3.25
C $3.25
B 5323
E $3.25
G $3.25
i $3.25
K $3.25
i 3325
M $3.25
$3.25
5 3325
T 3325
Postat Insurance: Uinler $50 = $1.16 Subtotak
From $50-5100 = $2.00  Over $100 = $3.00 insurance:
H you clovse NOT 1w hiclude this sunz, NFSS will NOT be | Handling:__$1.00
responsible for replicement of bands fost in shiprrent Total:
Naine: NFSS #:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone: E-Mail:

Picase enter the yoar of the band you e ordering if other than 2062
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

Size A:

Size B:

Size

Size D:

Size E:

Size G:

Size It

Size K:

Size L
Size M:
Size R:
Size 8:

Size T:

Gold-breasted Waxbill. Orange-cheeked Waxbill. Owl Finch
{Bicheno). Quail Finch, Red-cared Waxbill. Strawberry Finch,
and other small waxbills.

Black-cheeked Waxhill. Cordon Blew. Cuban Melodious
Finch. Fire Finch, Olive Finch. Rufous-backed Mannikin.

B&W Mannikin. Blue-capped Waxbill, Bronze-winged Man-
nikin. Cherry Finch. Green Singing finch, Grey Singing Finch,
Heck's Sheftail, Lavender Finch. Paiated Finch. Pileated
Finch, Pytilias, Red-headed Parrot Finch, Shaftail Finch.
Siltverbiils, Star Finch.

Blue-faced Parrot finch. Chestnut-breasted Finch. Lady
Gouldian Finch. most smaller mannikins, most other parrot
finches, Pictorella Finch, Pintailed Nonpareil, most twinspots.
Yellow-rumped Finch, Zebra finch.

Black-crested Finch, Diamond sparrow. Europein Greenfinch.
Golden Song Sparrow. Nuns. Peter’s Twiaspot. Siskins. Soci-
ety Finch (Bengalese). Spice Finch.

Magpie Manaikin, most larger mannikins, small tanagers.

European Geldfinch. Pekin robin, Silver-eared Mesias, most
small softbills.

Java Rice Birds. Red-crested Cardinal. Saffron Finch. Shama
Thrush

Diamend Dove, other small Doves. Quail. Softbifls.
Leaf Birds, Pagoda Mynah. large sunbirds.
Green/Purple Starlings, Superb Starlings.

Indian Hill Mynoh. Java Mynah. Ring-necked Dove. Tou-
canettes, White-tailed Jay.

Small Hornbills. Plush-capped Jay. small Toucans. small
Touracos.

Banding instructions included with each order,
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The National chh and Softbill Society

Finch and Softbill Save Application
2002 Program

Please send me the NFSS Finch and Softbill Save Program
Guidelines and Application.

Name: NFSS #

Mailing Address:

City: State; Zip:

Felephone: Fax:

Email Address:

Please mail your completed application request to:

Kerti McCoy ~Finch and Softhill Save Director
4780 Setties Point Road
Suwanee, Georgia 30024

Telephone: (678) 5&6-3353, Fax. (678) 546-3352
Ema“u W menarts
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Jvanal of the National Fisch and Softhidl Socicty:

' = /Y
W A
*anel Softbill Soclety
Membership Application

Name:
Dual Membership 2™ Name:
Address:

City:

State: - Zip:
Phone #: )
lEvia B

INew Member? Renewal (List NFSS #)

[How did you hear about us?

Country. o

Annual Oues: Select One:

Single: $30.00

Dual: $35.00,

Junior {under 16); $22.50
Foreign: $35.00

Buik Mail Optlon: U.5 and Puerto Rico members may save
$5.00 on their membership dues by electing to receive the NF5S
Journat via Bulk Mail.  Please be aware that If you select this option,
vour Journals may take several weeks fo arrive at your home. Weg

have seen this delivery time increase since 9/11, which has neces-
itated tighter security and subsequent delays.  Bulk Mail is no
vailable to Foreign or Canadian members.

Buik Mail Option: (Subtract $5.00)
TOTAL ENCLOSED:|

Mail Application and Check Payable to NFSS:
Ms. Martie Lauster
4581 Lincoln Road
Macedon, NY 14502
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NFSS TDTE BAG

The NFSS Tote bag is availabie now with a pres-
sure apptied NFSS logo in color on one side, Great
for bird events or just shopning. The bag is 100%
cotton washabie denim in 2 neutral color...very
sturdy. it is 14" high X 16" wide and 4" deep with
two 227 heavy web handies. %8.00

NFSS GOULDIAN FINCH PIN

A multicolored, enameled lapel pin featuring a
red-headed Gouldian Finch design. The pin meas-
ures 1 inch (25mm} in diameter and is imprinted
with the words: "The National Finch and Softhill
Sodety” in goid colored lettering around the pe-
rimeter of the pin. A perfect gift for any Gouldian
Finch fancier! $5.00

NFSS ZEBRA FINCH PIN

A rulticolored, enameled lapel pin featuring a
stylized design of a Zebra Finch, The pin meas-
ures 1 inch {25mm} in diameter and is imprinted
with the words: "Fhe National Finch and Softbiil
Society™ in gold colored lettering around the pe-
risneter of the pin, A perfect gift for any Zebra
Finch fancier! $5.00

NFSS NAME BADGE

White plastic name badge with finely detailed
biack engraving. Fach name badge is #mprinted
with the NFSS iogo created by Rose Gianaferra.
The standard name badge includes one line of
engraving and a standard pin type fastener.
$8.00 (Aad $1.00 for second Hne of engraving;
Add $1.56 for Magnetic Fastener.)

NFSS BULLETIN {(PAST ISSUES)

NFSS Builletins published from the inception of
NFSS in 1984 through the present. Be sure to
specify the year and volume when placing
your order. An index of ali published articies
{1984 {o present) is availabie on the website,
$4.00 each.
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NFSS FINCH SHOP ,ﬁ

NATURE'S JEWELS—GDULDIAN PDSTER

This beautiful poster {24" x 36"} depicting the
many mutations of the Gouldian finch is now
availablie thru NFSS FinchShop., The colors are
intense and the 3-D look of the birds make this a
most unusuai addition te any room.  $20.00

NEST BDX KITS

Nest boxes in kit form, 5" X 5" X &" high. Choose
from the five styles: Half-open front avaiiable in
side or rear mount; Hinged-top lid with hole in
front available in side, front, or rear mount.
$4.99

FINCHWEAR T-SHIRTS

White, high quality, 100% oreshrunk cotton T-
shirts {Hanes Beefy-T}. Originai artwork was
painted by Frohawk over 180 years ago and is
SCREEN PRINTED inn stunning detail on these
shirts, Choose the Geouldian Finch, Society Finch or
Zebra Finch, Your choice of design on front or back
of shirt. The efinch loga appears in black on the
sieeve or left front of the shirt. Avaiiable only in
sizes L and XL, while supplies last. $16.50

VIDEG—FINCH HUSBANDRY

This video {VHS Format) by Vince Moase, formerly of
the Metro Toronto 200, spans time and aviaries built in
two different residences. It was originally produced to
help bhudding aviculturalists in Vince's iocal bird

club.$25.00

BIRD NETS

5 1/4" spring steel hoop with vinyl binding to

prevent trauma. 100% dark nyion netting with

secure seams, 5" hardwood handie, Perfect for
use iy catching finches in cages. $B.00
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;fi NFSS FINCH SHOP

JUDGES HANOBOOK ANO OFFICIAL
STANOAROS, 2ND EDITION

This handy reference coniains the official show
standards that have been adopted by The Nationat
Fineh and Softbili Society. Included are the stan-
dards of conduct for an NFSS Panet Judge, the cur-
rent show <classification schedute, points/awards
schedules, banding information, Judge's report
JHandbook | forms, the NFSS Bylaws, the Apprentice application

e and evaluation forms and information and proce-
m— isres fOr those aspiring to become an NFSS Panel
Judge, $33.00

NFSS5 SHOW CAGE PLANS

The NFSS Show Cage Plans are offered for sale either
individuaily or as a set of all 3 sizes, These are the
specifications and blueprint for the box type show
cages that are recormmended for use by NFSS for ex-
Hibiting various species of finches and softbiils.

$4.00 ea. $10.00 for set of all three.

NESS #1 - For smaller finches & softbills up o and including the Zebra Finch in size.
NESS #2 - For finches 8 softbills farger than the Zebra Finch and up to the size of
the Java Rice Bird.

N¥FSS #3--For larger finches and softbills,

FINCH NOTE CARDS
3472 xd JAY Note Cards (With Emvelopes)

These beaulifal water colors by Sally Huntington have been viewed at the National
Cage Bird Shows, Great American Bird Show, AFA, and numerous bird shows aad
marts across the USA. Her art has been a favorite of many collectors and bird fanci-
ers. These cards are reduced representations of the original water colors. Al prints
are eopywritten, No reproductions.

Each Card is 35150 ¢includes shipping) or 18 Cards for $13.50 ($3.50 shipping).

Actid cards do ot contain the Copyright Line uy depicted here,
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FinchShop Order Form

Name:

Address:

City: 5T Zip:

Phone: E-Mail:

Item Price

Shipping/Hardiing: Orders $ 0.01 t0 $9.99 - add $3.50
Grders $10.00 10 $49.99 - add $5.80
Orders $50.01 to $99.99 - add $7.70
Orders $100.00 ond over add $9.50

Tatal Enclosed:

Please be sure to include ali information needed to complete your

order. Don't forget sizes, styles, etcl
Mail completed form with your check payable to NFSS to:

Sue Haberkorn
NFS5 Finch $hop Manager
1106 Hamiiton Blvd.
Hagerstown, MD 21742




ospital, Pet Stores, Bird Owners. For over 25 years, CLOUD 9 Sterite.

Aire Purifters have boen the air cleaner of choice for thousands of
businesses and homes, Why do we continug 1o lsad our competition? R's
simple - CLOUR 9's full-fedged HEPA filler will remove bacleria, while
powdar dander, and even the smallest virus from your breathing air without
any manulactured ozone oF ions o pollute your home,

FACT 1: CLOUD 3 units {not just its fiters} have Deen dlinically
tested by independent third party sources.

FACT 2 A CLOUD 9 Sterile-Aire® purifiors incorporate a 3-stage
fillration system and Cancelyzer, afong witha  powerful
alv-exchange capability With CLOUD 9, you'll never have
baclena residus on your foors.

We pride surselves on owr service and our relalionships
with our austomers. Qur 800 nuenber mgans you'll never
pay to ask g guestion or receive information.

For Info Packet Call Toli-Free: 1-888-891-8000
Or write to: CLOUD 9, 777 Edgewood Avenue, Wood Dale, iEinois 60191

Please inchuds yaur phona pumber

Modet 300-1
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Avian Pllllllcatlons
Finch & .;Soﬂtbd( Books

A Guide to Australian
= Grassfinches

L by Rusself Kingston..........24.95

|

£ Guide to Gouldian Finches
by John Summat &
mﬁi Dr Bob Marshal............. 24.95

&% K Guide to Zebra Finches
by Milton Lewis, John Lewis &

Joan Lewis......................24.95
The Complete Book of
Finches and Softhills
by David Alderton..............29.9%
-
Jiide Finches & Sparrows
# . by Peter Clement............ 29.95

Hancock House Encyciopedia

4 of Estrildid Finches

& by Dr. Matthew Vriends &
Tanya Heming-Vriends . .....60.00

Keeping and Breeding Finokes

ani Seed-Eaters

by Russell Kingsion........... 70.00

wense o Mausehirds in Avicuiture

! by Kateri J. Davisas.......... 24.95
: Munias and Manniking
._9 by Rokin Restalf ................ §0.00
h]

Softhilis: Care, Breeding
-n and Conservation

'm by Martin Vincs ... ..2485

Starlings 2nd Mynas
by Chifs Feare &

i Adnan Craig...................... 4500

%.x  Toucans, Barhets and

: Honeyyuides

by Lester Short &

Jennifer Horne................. 9500
Thrushes

& by Poter Clement. ... 45.00

Avian Publications Accepts:
o] Emo.

VisA i}
-

www.avianpublications.com

Phone/Fax Orders: 1-800-577-2473 = Free Calalog: 783-571-8902
6380 Monroe Street NE, Minneapolis, MN 55432 {jSA



