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President’s Message

These past couple months have been very busy for NFSS and for
me persenally. On a personal note, I started a new job a couple
months ago that has required a considerable amount of fraining and
study. Six weeks after I started we feft on a two-week trip through
Washington and Idaho. Very enjoyable and restful. Eileen mught tell
the story different when It comes to climbing Mount Rainier. Other
than that, she had a good

time!

For NFSS, the high point was NFSS's representation at the AFA
convention. Qur AFA representative, Vince Huntington and Re-
gional Vice President Sally Huntington gave a well-recetved presen-
tation on Hand Fed Finches and Quail. 1 look forward to reading
about this in an article in the Bulletin. They also presented a
“Lifetime Membership” award to Robert Black for his significant
contributions to NFSS through print media. His well written, su-
perbly edited books are valuable references to all aviculturalists who
keep and breed Finches.

1 am proud to announce that Darla Dandre will be assuming the du-
ties of Awards Manager for NFSS commencing January 1, 2001. 1
want to thank Kerri McCoy and Ginny Allen for keeping everything
together through 2060,

We do have two elected positions on the Board that are either open
or soon will be. Jim Norman is relocating 1o a city outside Region 5.
Dianna Rubly is getting married soon and starting a new life. She
will be leaving the position of Liaison Cfficer December 31, 2000,
Both positions arc open for nominations to fill these valuable slots.
Please send all nominations to me at Dale Laird. PO Box 2459,
Goldenrod, FF1. 32733 or e-mail me at

dalel2@prodigy .net. The election for both positions will be by spe-
cial ballot in the Nov/Dec issue of the bulletin.

I have formed a new committee headed by Daniel Almaguer tw
evaluate the Finchsave Commuttee and report baek to the Board any
recommendations for improvements.
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As of this writing we are currently conducting the 3rd Quarter
Board meeting. The minutes will be posted n the next issue of the
Bulletin. Finally, the show season 15 well underway with shows
happening all over the country every weekend. While it is nice to
show hirds, these events can be valuable to network for new blood-
lines, breeding tips, and the opportunity 1o converse with your peers
in aviculiure. Take the time 1o check outf a show in your area. You
may find it to be considerably more than just a bird show. Until next
1ssue, happy breeding and share the knowledge.

DPale Laird
President NFSS

ATTENTION!

“Nominations for Liaison Officer and

i -:_--Rggions 3 & 5 Vice President are now open,

The position of Liaison Officer is open effective January 1,
2001. Since this is an elected position, 1 will be accepting
nominations for the position effective immediately. Nomina-
tions will close October, 30, 2000. Send nominations to the
address below.

Due to personal reasons, Nita Haas and Jim Norman have ten-
dered therr resignation as Regions 3 & 5 Vice President, re-
spectively. Again, 1 will be accepting nominations for the po-
sition effective immediately. Nominations will ¢lose October,
30, 2000. Send nominations to the address below.

Dale Laird

P.O. Box 2459
Goldenrod, FI. 32733
dalel2@prodigy.net
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NFSS Awards Lifetime Membership

On August 5th, 2000, at the AFA convention in Los Angeles,
Vince Huntington (NFSS representative to the AFA) presented
the first ever Lifetime Achievement and Membership Award.
In one of the closing ceremonies of the AFA convention,
Vince presented the award to the author and long time bird an-
tiquarian, Robert G. Black. Mr. Black is the internationally
respected speaker and author of Problems with Finches (1980,
2nd Edition 1999), Establishing a Strain in Aviculture {1987,
2nd Edition 1998), and Avian Nutrition {1981, 2nd Edition
15999).

After gaining near unanimous NFSS support to make this
unique presentation to a non-NFSS member, Vince Huntington
spoke for the NFSS in front of over one hundred aviculture
partisans. “‘Regarding ‘expectations’, if any,” Vince declared,
“NFSS requests nothing more of Mr. Black than he continue
his great research and work...”

This impartial support for Mr. Black’s research received a
standing ovation. Afterward, Vince reports he received
‘countless’ hand shakes and congratulations to and for NFSS.

Below is an excerpt from a subsequent letter our Membership
Director recerved from Mr. Black:

“] was presented with an appreciation plaque and a lifetime
membership to NFSS at the 2000 AFA convention. | certainly
appreciate the thoughtfulness of the club members who partici-
pated in the preparation for this presentation, and I hope my
writings will continue to assist finch and softbill breeders for
many years to come. | wish you the best of success with all of
your birds! "
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Pekin Robins (leiothrix lutea)
Saily Huntington

We often say “what you see. . . is what you get.” Some times that 1s
true, sometimes not. With Pekin Robins - - 1f 15 all too true. There will
be no more Pekin Robins brought to our shores.  Also known as the
fapanese Nightingale, Chinese Nightingale, Pekin and Redbilled Night-
ingale, this delightful bird, {which is neither a Robin nor a true Nightin-
gale) is strictly written off the import list to America.

1 am fortunate enpough to have a great breeding pair in my San Diego
aviary. I've leamed some important idiosyncrasies of these birds
which, if we expeet to see more of these great birds in years to come,
we must pay attention to. The most important lesson learned regarding
Pekin Robins is that it takes a breeding pair 3 to 4 years to settle in be-
fore they produce young. Mine took 4 years, but now they give 3 fo 4
clutches of 3 to 4 chicks every spring, beginning late March. My Rob-
ins live year-round outside in a eovered, unheated, planted aviary about
2 miles from the ocean. Temperature averages 68-72, seldom below 40,
and reaches the high 90°s for only a few days 1n late summer.

Pekin Robins are a delight in a spaeious, planted flight. Mine 158’ X 5’
by & tall. They are very gregarious, always curious and on the move.
The cock has a charming song. They usually are not aggressive
(allowing for the exception) so one pair can be kept in a mixed flight of
finches. Pve housed mine with Afriean Red-headed f{inches, Bar-
throated Minlas and, of course, Zebras. They have lived with 2 pair of
Timor sparrows and pair of button quail for the past 18 months, produc-
ing clutches both spring seasons.

Another idiosyncrasy of the Pekin Robins is that their chicks regularly
fledge too early, 10-13 days (barley feathered) and many injure them-
selves or become chilled on the aviary floor. To prevent this, [have set
up an “howdy-cage” which is a Brazilian cardinal breeding practice ala
Edith Pendleton of Southern Florida. A standard breeding cage is fas-
tened about 47 from the tloor of the flight, its door tied open. This ap-
pears to give the Robins a sense of seclusion. and keeps the eager fledg-
ing chicks from falling from a high nest hefore they are strong enough
to go. For the privacy or secluded teeling, the {op of the “howdy-cage”™
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1s covered with greens or shade cloth. They re-use a canary cup-nest
which they arranged with coconut fibers the first year, and which
they keep immaculate. The 3 to 4 pale blue-green speckled eggs,
hatch in 12-13 days. Iclose-band them at 4 days.

While the robins are great bathers, jumping in and out several times
a day, the story circulating that they need fresh running water before
they’ll breed, has not been true with my birds.  § give them fresh
bath water daily and drinking water from a Lix# bottle. [ keep dry
ZuPreem Avian Breeder Dier (Fruit-blend: cockatiel) colored peliets
(lem #7750)) always available. Daily, T feed Zupreen primate bis-
cuits soaked {overnight) in {powered} Garoraid, {blend as directed
with water and water-soluble vitamins).  In addition, | feed meal-
worms mixed with dry Cede egg-food. 1 feed some fresh grown sea-
sonals - apples, mangoes, and corn on the cob. Beginming in March, |
increase mealworms from 20 per pair per day, fo approx. 100 per
pair. When the eggs are due to hatch (12 - 13 days’ incubation) |
increase the amount of worms to 300 per day, or more if they are
eating them all. Parents initially feed only wormis to the new hatch-
lings. After a few days they gradually begmn teeding some of the



NFSS Bulletin September/October 2000 Page 11

soaked biscuit. The parents continue to feed 3 weeks or so after the
birds fledge. The first thing the babics seem to eat on their own 18
the soaked biscuit.

1 have hand-raised two Pekin robin babies (a female 1%, and a
brother from a clutch a year later). They initially imprinted on me as
any bird might. The male compliments me by irmtating (exactly)
my poor version of a Pekin Robin song. In addition, he has the cor-
rect song, which he uses to call his sister and other Robins i the
outside aviary, When [ put the 2™ hand-raised bird in with the first,
they seemed to imprint on one another and have become insepara-
ble. This pair has now lived indoors for 2 years, | have not set
them up to breed.

Saily Huntington
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Serins, the Ideal Cage Birds
by lan Hinze

Like so many other early breeding sucecesses that of the Yellow-crowned or
Cape Canary {Serinus canicollis), first bred in Britain by P, W, Teague
1927, has proven to be short-lived. Why is this? Is it because breeders feel
the greatest prestige is with a first breeding and, therefore, once achieved it
is imperative 10 move on 10 a [resh “ehalienge™? Surely the greatest chal-
lenge (and thrilll) of ali s to breed to successive generations! 1 swrongly
believe that this is the answer. Instead of "gold” medals or first awards go-
ing to a new breeding they should go, instead, to suecessive genelation
breedings.

The domesticated Canary, derived from the wild type {Serinus canarius), as
well as regular breeding successes with the Green Singing Finch (S, mo-
zambicus} and Gray Singing Finch (8. leucopygius}, have proven how only
too willing the Serins are to breed. Indeed, this extremely homogenous ge-
nus possesses species ripe for domestication - and yet aviculturists have
failed to take up such a worthwhile venture.

Although performances are very variable between the species Serins are
noted for their accomplished singing and the Yellow-crowned Canary i3 no
exception. lts song is likened to that of the Canary and is particularly remi-
niscent of that of the Roller Canary, with its series of rolhing trills and war-
bles.

The species has a very pleasant appearance with the six races of South and
Fagt Africa divided into two principal types: males of the southern races
have a pale gray hinderown, nape and sides of the neck, while those of East
Africa have the forehead and crown bright yellow with a dull green nape
and mantle.

Ihe nominate race, S. ¢. canicollis, from South Africa is the most famtliar
to aviculturists so, for the purpose of this article, [ shall concentrate on it It
is around 13 cm £5-5% in) and the adult male has the forehiead, crown, sides
of the head and the chin to the under tail coverts of yellow. The neck and
nape are of pale gray and the rest of the upperparts are of olive yellow
streaked with gray. apart from the rump which is without streaks. The fe-
male is duller than her mate. the gray extends fo the crown and the mantle
is gray and duskily streaked. Her underparts are of a duller vellow and the
gray on the sides of her neck extends across the breast and may meet, oth-
erwise she is like the nmbe. The juvenle resembies the female but 13 pray to
buff on the head and throar and is streaked with dusky.
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It is & common bird of open country or woodland and may eccur in pairs or
small family groups when breeding, otherwise it is found in focks which
sometmes consist of hundreds of individuals. Large nunbers arc especially
seen at a concentrated food source, such as ripe sumflower. Foraging for
food is usually done on the ground or by perching on the stems of seeding
plants.

I captivity, like all Serins, the Yelow-crowned Canary must be housed
one breeding pair to their own cage. | have experimented with various
cages and aviaries over a long avicultural career and have concluded that
for lightness, ease of cleaning, stackability and {of especial importance for
me these past five years due to two guick house moves) the wooden box-
cage 15 the best. | have recently designed my own {contact Danicl Alma-
guer for illustrations), which are long-lasting and, being virtually mainte-
nance-free, provide real cost-effectiveness.

Some Yellow-crowned Canaries have proven to be delicate on arrival so #t
is vital to at first house them in temperafires above 15° Celsius {60°F).
Ornce settled, however, they become cheerful and very active, the male's
dehghtful song indicative of his contentment. The staple diet for my own
Serins consists of 50% Foreign Finch mixture and 50% British Finch mix-
ture. Apple cores are much appreciated, as is broceoli. When available 1
also provide handfuls of natural seeding grasses.

During the breeding season a Canary nest pan, complete with nest-felt,
should be screwed to the back of the cage and, until one’s pairs are proven
breeders, it may be necessary to drape a light cloth over the front of the
cage opposite the nest-site to afford the sitting female privacy. Nesting ma-
terials should consist of dried grasses (including fine}, small narmow twigs,
moss, leaves, rootlets and wool, ete, If all goes well, 3-4 cgps will be laid
and these will be incubated by the fernale alone for up to 16 days. The male
regurgitates food to the female while she is sitting on the nest and the
young, which are fed by both parents, fledge after 15-19 days.

Prior to and throughout the breeding scason eggfood should be provided
along with plenty of natural ripe and half-ripe grass seeds. It is also impor-
fant o offer white skinned mini-mealworms, waxworms and other soft-
skinned insect larvae until one can be sure that one’s birds are able to rear
their young on a completely inanimatc diet. Once independent the young-
sters must be removed and may be housed in a spacious flight cage to-
gether.

Continued on page 21



oy

NESS Balletin September/October 20600 Page 14

Nylon Neveed Flights nred Cages

Customers Rate Ecotone A+
» a3 a safe environmsnt
« provwiding effective contmnment
= in oA Jow-stress

+ spacious patoral sesting
* beautifully designed

» for small to mid-sized birds:
haokbills, softbills, finches

Cur New Models Offer
» Soft netsed walis

» |7} color combinations
» pew designs in wooed

» 3 models and L1 sizes
= Jow maintenance

= easy cleaning

We Are The Best Value Around
= unobstructed view of birds

« full range of options

= gustomized designs

= sizes to 3D x VW x 6H

+ prices from §409.95




NFSS Bulletm September/October 2000 Page 15

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2000
SHOW AND FAIR

CANARIES: FINCHES;
PARROTS, BUDGIES, AND
COCKATIELS

N
5

Sponsored by the Cajun Canary Club

Enjoy the flavor of New Orleans!

Quabkity Hotel gnd Conference Center
2261 N. Causeway Bivd,
Metairia, Louisiana 70001

{504} B33-8211

$5¢ per nights
Type Judge: Maroid Sodamann Color Judge: Jerry Aguilar
Mook Blll Judge: Clarence Culwell
8 foot tables $25 each For information contact
Maka your reservations earty! George Sewing {504} 4675527

Meade Phelps (neworleansmeade@@ani.com)
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Turkey anyone?
(NFSS at the AFA convention}
By Vince Hunfington

pumasy

On Saturday, August 5th, at the AFA convention in Los Angeles,
Sally Huntington (NFSS 6th regional vice president) and Vince
Huntington ("Sallys Husband"} presented an NFSS sponsored one
hour workshop entitled - Hand Raised, Hand Fed Finches and Soft-
bills As Companion Birds.

A group of about 30 AFA conventioneers gathered at the NFSS
presentation that found the Huntingions sitting inside a 12 by 8 foot
netted enclosure made especialiy for the presentation. Surrounded
by small cages which faced away from their audience, the Hunting-
tons introduced, one by one, several hand raised and hand fed
birds. . . to the pleasure, entertainment and education of everyone
present.

When introduced, the birds sat on fingers or shoulders, or made their
way calmly around the enclosure as Sally delivered a brief history of
each bird. including how it was hand fed, on what, and for how long.
The hero of the show was to be a male Red Headed Finch who was
hatched on Thanksgiving Day 1999, thus named Turkey. Turkey
was to show off how Sally had experimented with the brief song &
language-window that is epened for many finches within a few days
or weeks after hatching. Turkey, was to speak out and say "Oh Tur-
key" and "Turkey, out, Turkey, Turkey”

Well, as expected, Turkey did not utter a word.

Vince and Sally continued their presentation. They brought forth -
Who - a 5 month old Bicheno (Owl) Finch who was colony bred ma
flight that included African Mouse-birds. Who was joined by a 2
inch long Yellow-legged Honeycreeper named Gem. Gem (and a
nest mate) had been parent hatched in a 2-1/2 by 2-1/2 by 4 cage m
their living room in San Diego. They had been provided 15 hours of
vita lighting, plenty of tiny mealworms. 24-hour heat lamp and o
cape honeysuckle plant to hide . Sally took Gem to raise and
study, and left the mate with the parents.

Bucket and Squeegie. joined Who and Gem. Squeegie. an Orange
Cheeked Waxhili had heen neglected by parents in an outside flight.
Bueket, an Orange-Breasted Gray Zebra Finch., when a week old.
was brought m to provide Squecgie with a "warm-friend”. As ex-
pected. Bucket and Squeegie are fast friends.



NFSS Bulletin September/Qerober 2006 Page 17

While new birds were brought forth, including Marty, a Blue-Gray
Tanager, Fermando, a Brazihian Red Crested Cardmal, Hershey, a
chocolate Self-Society Finch. Sulton. their 4 vear old Blue Nape
Mousebird, and Kuchuing, a two week old Pekin Rebin, wouldn't
vou know, Turkey remained nuite.

While everyone waited for Turkey to speak his name, Sally brought
forth Paul Williams, a Blue Button Quail (named after a button quail
fancier), and Fluffy, a 4 year old silver Button. Contrary to all ex-
pectations of the usually panicky and quick-to-fly-straight-up-and-
bust-therr-heads Button Quail, this pair sat calmly while Vince
scratched thewr necks and explained - though Buttons appear to be
self rcliant when born, they are actually much like baby chicks.
They mimic their mother's eating behavior, which, Sally discovered,
1s duphicated by letting the baby-button peck egg-food from a finger-
tip. They then imprint, and remain calm birds. Paul Williams and
Fluffy spent the rest of the presentation calmly walking about the
table and floor of the enclosure.

Turkey, however, remamed silent as Sally answered numerous ques-
tions about hand taming and making companion birds out of Finches
and Softhiils. Regarding Turkey, there were a few looks of: "yeah-
sure-he-says-his-name” on some faces as the meeting adjourned, but
most seemed to understand oppositional kid-like behavior when they
saw 1t .

Time between presentations did not permit taking down the netted
enclosure so the hand-raised birds were left in the rcom. While
Vince and Sally took their turm working at the NFSS booth, Jan
Beatrous, {sponsored by the African Parrot Society) used the room
to make her well-prepared presentation on Pet Bird Theft Preven-
tion.

Afterward, for a roundtable discussion of the day's presentations, the
Huntingtons returned to the room to discover that throughout Jan's
lecture, Turkey, perhaps bored, perhaps regretting having let Vince
& Sally down, perhaps cautious as Jan spoke of bird's being stolen,
began announcing. . . loud and clear, "Turkey, Turkey. Hey, Tur-
key . . . Turkey out”

To the Huntington's chagrin, Turkey would now not shut up.
Brought out of the netting to sit on fingertips and shoulders, he
loudly and proudly repeatedly announced his name. . . proving fo
everyone's satisfaction that the late Luis Baptista's research had been
correct. There 1s a window for language learning in most of these
small birds.

Let us learn miore.
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Sex-linked color mutations in the Society Finch

(Lonchura striata)
by Michael Marcotrigiano and Garry P, Landry

Warning: All rights reserved. This article appeared i the Zebra Finch Soci-
ety Bulletin, Anyone wishing to reproduce this article for another bulletin,
newsletter, article, journal, CD, or any other public forum needs express
written consent of the NFSS and of the anthor michaeli@exoticfinches.
com
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The society finch has been cage bred for a longer time than any other finch
species. Yet, until the mid 1980's there were no recorded sex-linked muta-
tions. This seems amazing since sex-linked fraits existed in so many other
cage birds for so many years. But low and behold, on two different conti-
nents and at about the same time. two separate and very unique sex-linked
mutations appeared in Lonchura striate. In Europe, the lovely ino or
"creamino” mutation was discovered. This musation is a single gene reces-
sive sex-tinked trait. Creamino changes the eye color to ruby red and turns
the typical dark society finch into a much paler creamy color. In the choce-
late background, {or Ewropean black brown) the ino mutation makes for a
lovely deep creamy color with pinkish overtones. Although the gene works
in combination with the color mutations "chestnut” and "fawn", it 15 not
commonly bred mto a double mutation with either chestaut or fawn since
alf that is accomplished is an overdilution of pigment resulting in a faded
fawn color. Ino is sometimes combined with the modifymg gene "gray” in
a chocolate or black brown background to produce a very light gray rather
than a cream color. This combination is called "grayine”, The ino hens and
males appear identical in color and sexing society finch inos is accom-
plished, as usual, by behavior rather than appearance unless the correct
crosses are performed as you will see later.

The second sex-linked mutation was found in Japan. Among a group of
chocolate pied birds in a pet shop. a notable Japanese breeder saw a chest-
nut-colored pied bird with the chestut interrupted by patches of grayssilver
sheer. The bird was purchased and was later determined to be 2 hen. With
careful record keeping, the silvery trait was discovered to be, like creamino,
a sex-linked recessive mutation. The mwtation was worked nto a chocolate
self background for over ten years. With each gencration, bods with -
creasing amounts of silver color were saved and paired to the darkest of
chocolates. The pew owtation was calied the “peart™. Like the wno, it was
discovered that in the pearl. a single gene controls the wait but unbke the
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ino the expression is extremely variable and somewhat unpredictable. It is
by far the most unique pigment mutation in the society finch. It not only
changes the dark chocolate color to a chestaut color but 1t alse silverizes
distinct portions of the bird classifying the mutation as 2 patierning gene. In
modern peatls, the head is striking silver (especially impressive in crested
birds), the wings and tail have a strong silver sheen, and if you are lucky
the chest patch is dotted with a pearl necklace. We have noticed that with
some of the better pearls {those expressing lots of silver), the hens tend to
have a more washed out coler with regard to the chestnut, and the silvering
tends to blend inte the background with less contrast. This is possibly
caused by the fact that the male bird has two doses of the gene since 1t is
sex-linked and the hen has only one dose. But this is just a thought and with
time it may turn out that both sexes express the trait equally. Unlke
cyeamino, where all nos are essentially alike, pearls are very variable rang-
ing from hardly silver to almost completely silver. This can make for frus-
trating times when a nest box eontains all "bad” pearls hardly distinguish-
able from chestauts. But when a great one is seen in the nest box, you get
goose bumps.

Pear! has been combined with the recessive gray gene to make gray pearls.
These look like chestnut gray birds with a pear! silvery sheen. Several of
these have been produced in Japan and a few of these have been produced
in the USA. Both of us feel that the concept of this combination is more
inriguing than the outcome. We both prefer a highly coatrasting nermal
pearl to the gray pearl

Having sex-linked color traits is a treat in a species where males and fe-
males are difficult to tell apart. By performing the correet pairing it is pos-
sible to sex babies in one specific case as will be scen later. Keep in mind
that with sex-linked traits hens are either mutant or normal while males can
be mutant, split, or normal.

These with years of expericnce recommend not to breed ereamino fo
creamino. Pearl to pear! can be done but eventually quality is lost. Lost
quality can be regained by crossing pearls to very dark chocolates. 1£ 15 im-
portant to understand the outcome of crosses using these sex-linked muta-
tions. Remember that calculated ratios are for the "ideal” case and it would
take many many offspring for the numbers to fall into place. After all. we
all know human couples with three or four boys and no girls or vice versa
when ideally it should be one to one.

The following pairings with their results are presented (note: the word
‘pearl’ ean replace 'ino - they work the same since both are recessive sex-
hinked mutations}.
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1} normal hen x normal cock yields - 1:1 normal hens: normal cocks

23y normal hen x split to ino cock yields - 111111 normai hens: ino hens:
normal cocks: sphit to ing cocks

The above pairing resulis in some ino hens even though both parents look
at face value to be normal chocolates. However, the male offspring will all
ook normal but half will actually be splits making it impossible to tell
which of the males 15 sphit withowt doing more pairings to ino hens.

3} normal hen x 1mo cock yields - 111 mo hens and split to ino cocks

The above pairing let’s you sex the all babies in the nest box and resulis in
only one type of male!

4) 1o hen x normal cock yields - 1:1 normal hens: split to ino cocks

3) ino hen x splif to 1no cock yields - 1:1:1:1 normal hens: ino hens: splitto
o cocks: ino cocks

Just a few years ago there would have been no discussion 1n the sociely
finch community in the USA about sex-linked traits. But then came the re-
cent importations from Earope (Bob Rittmann) and Japan (Michael Marco-
rigiano, Garmrie Landry, Shempel Tamiguchi}. Now we are having a ball
doing the pairings and obfaining beautiful offspring. Gee, I wonder what an
mne peart would look like?

Note: This article was written while MM was visiting GPL. for Mardi Gras
at an hour when only the 1nsane are awake, We are 1n no way responsible
for its contents since we were watted down by fried food and Mardi Gras
beads and had been drinking tall glasses of fermented plant products.

For pictures of 1n0s and pearls see our web pages at exoticfinches.com and
societyfinches.com

** % Al Rights Reserved * * ¥

ATTENTION!

Nominations for Liaison Officer and
Regions 3 & 5 Vice President are now open.

See page 6 for details
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Finches Play With Toys, Too

by Diane Hardman

Most of the people I know who keep and/or raise finches don’t provide
them with toys other than perhaps a swing. However, 've found that
finches can and will play with appropriately sized toys, especiaily when
exposed to them at an early age.

When | raised zebra finches 1 found toys particularly helpful in the breed-
ing cages, as the cocks would take out any frustration and aggression on the
toys instead of the hen or chicks. Only once did { have a cock that plucked
his hen and he was a purchased bird who had never been exposed to tys
and didn’t know what to do with them.

My favorite toy for the finches 1s called a2 “G-swing”. Tt 15 made of plastic
and shaped like a “G” with a bell hanging on the open side. There is a
straight wire across the top with several colored beads on it. It's just the
right size for most finches. I've also found that they will play with small
hanging toys with colorful beads and small bells, although the “G-swing”
has abways been their favorite (and the cheapest, tool}, Hanging toys must
be close to the perch and hung low so that the birds can reach them easily,
I usually hang mine so that the bottom of the toy is about even with, and
almost touching, the perch,

P’ve found that you have to search for the smaller toys, since most of those
in pet stores scem fo be made for Cockaticl/Conure size birds and larger,
However, you can add a Hitle variety to your finches” lives and 1 ¢hink
yvon’li make them a bit happier, too, if you go to the trouble to find the right
toys for them.

End

Continued from page 13, Serins, the Ideal Cage Birds

Keepers of Foreign birds that like to honse 5 mixed collection are Hkely to
be put off Sering beeause of their aggressive nature ut breeding time. How-
Cever, when houged in their separate cages there are few birds to mawh-
 them. Male Serins, generally, have captivating songs and will increase their |
s proficiency through competing with one another. Also. Serins have attrae-
tive plumage which, in the main. is yellow or vellow-to-white and marked :
or streaked with black and various shades of green. “They ure also capable”
cof living for over 10 years, with 20 years and more being achieved. All;

things congidered, Serins are the deal cage birds. :
cEnd
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HAND REARING ESTRILIDS
by Glen Holland

It Bengalese (society) finches are available they can be used to fos-
ter these chicks, With species such as the Aurora, which is larger
than the Bengalese, two chicks should be fostered or three with birds
of the same or a smaller size than the Bengalese. Successful rearing
will depend on the willingness of the Bengalese to take and feed 2
high protein diet o the chicks. They usually feed their chicks on lit-
tie other than seed and this will not suffice for most Estrildids.

For hand rearing very young finches the opening of the syringe 1s
decreased by using a tom cat catheter which can be cut at the appro-
priate length/thickness. Crop needles are not recommended. Chicks
can be hatched in an incubator set at 37.2 °C (99 °F) with a humidity
of between 60 and 65 %. Eggs are turned three times per day and
chicks seidom need any help when hatching. Newly hatched birds
remain in an incubator at the same temperature and are placed in a
small tissue paper towel lined bowl.

Those species that sway their heads while feeding are best restrained
with the spare hand while feeding. If the food is allowed to cool, the
chicks will immediately ccase feeding (feed food at body tempera-
ture). While feeding, allow the chick to swallow completely and re-
sume begging before attempting to feed the next portion. These
newly hatched chicks are fed hourly from 6 am fo 10 pm. Chicks
which are mtially too small to receive the tip of a syringe can be fed
with the flat tip of a toothpick. The entire tip of the toothpick with a
little rearing food is placed in the mouth and, once the chick begins
to swallow, the toothpick s gently removed, allowing the chick to
swallow the food.

At this stage a full crop will appear as a fat neck. Some chicks even
when the crop is full will continue to beg, and care should be taken
not to over fecd. As newly hatched chicks are extremely susceptible
to bacterial and other infections, cleanliness is extremely important.
Always refrigerate any unused portions of formula in a covered con-
tainer. Unless it is kept frozen, do not keep food overnight. After the
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final feed at might the chicks should be left in durkness because i
the light the crop will empty more quickly. The first week of hand
rearing bstrildids s the most difficult and f vou get past this point
you can start to feel a httle more confidant. After the third day the
temperature 15 decreased by 1 °C {18 °F) per day until a temperatare
of 25 °C (77 °F) 15 reached. At this ponnt the chicks should be well
feathered.

At a week old the chicks are separated nto groups of two to three
birds of similar size and each group placed in a weff grass lined plas-
tic contamer. This teff grass is replaced every three days. A bow! of
water to avoid dehydration was included in the brooder. Once the
chieks reach a weck old they are fed every 1 & 1/2 hours between 6
am and 10 pm. Within an hour of being placed in the brooder the
chicks begin to beg for food when any vibration occurs at the nest.
Cries from the first chick soon stimulate all the others to begin solic-
1ting for food. This food is fed warm (not hot) and the mixture must
have a loose porridge consistency. Newly hatched chicks require a
more hquid diet than older chicks. The first 2-3 feeds can be for hy-
dration only and should consist of either ringers lactate, gastrolyte or
vifrate,

The rearing food I prepare should consist of the following: -

Tablespoon of Kaytee hand rearing

Three drops of sunflower ol

Sufficient boiled egg yolk fo just cover the tip of a teaspoon
and an equal amount of peanut butter are added.

Hot water is added to the peanut butter and boiled egg yolk
and then, onee dissolved, a heaped teaspoon of dry rearing
food and the remainder of the ingredients are added.

Two drops of ligind multivitamin such as Vidalin is added
once a day.

Other than the fact that the chicks need for some fat in the diet, a
further advantage of a little vegetable o1l was found in that it Tubri-
cates the syringe alleviating the problems of a jammed stopper. The
food 15 best prepared fresh at each feed. Ensure food is never fed too
hot as this will burn the chicks crop. The entire tip of the syringe 1s
placed well into the chicks gape when feeding. Faeh bird is given
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one short gentle squirt o the back of the gape and feeding rotated
amongst the group, thus giving each bird a chance to swallow the
food properly. At a week old the small ¢hicks take about | mi of
food - 0,35 ml at a time as they are not capable of swallowing the
full 1 mi in one feed. Birds of an estimated 10 days take 1,5 ml per
feed and 2 ml (0,5 ml at a time), by 14 days.

Some Estrildids such as parrot finch chicks beg with the head and
neck pointing directly upwards, not twisted down and backwards as
with many of the Estnildids including the mannikins, Small manni-
kin chicks beg with the head pointing upward but once well feath-
ered their posture changes to a head down position with the neck
twisted so that the beak faces upwards. Once this head down posture
is adopted, with the African mannikins, their habit of lifting one
wing vertically into the air also begins. The wing lifted is usually the
one on the opposite side from which food is being offered. This is
done to exclude siblings and ensures that the mdividual covering the
others is fed first. This habit makes 1t essential fo separate the
chicks. Feeding a group larger than four birds is made difficult as
they all Hit onc wing and ¢lamber over one another. Most Estrildid
chicks make a simifar "chit-chit-chit” call when soliciting for food.

At the age of 7 - 9 days the chicks are fitted with close rings. A word
of warning with the rings 15 to keep an eye on them In case the ring
slips forward locking all four toes in the forward position. By 12
days of age this can no longer happen. At two weeks the temperature
in the brooder should be dropped to 25 °C (77 °F). At this stage
feathers begin to show well and they are fed every two hours. { once
had to leave chicks for four hours without a feed but this would
prove fatal if done on a regular basis.

The bright tubercles of some Estrildids are st1ll obvious at 18 days
oid, at which trme the chicks are ready to fledge and they begin to
Jump out of the containers. For the two days previous fo fledging the
chicks become extremely alert and also begin to mandibulate on the
coarse picces of food i their mixture. Immediately after fledging
their demands for food decrease for a while but they soon begin 1o
make up for thix They are then placed together and after about five
days they begin to peck at the food and they alse atterpt their first
bath. At this stuge the {ledglings can be offered dry and sprouted
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seed with a little moistened softfeod and a bowl of water. By twelve
days they are eating well enough to slowly reduce feeds to three per
day and then to two. They are then placed in a cage, which has a
source of warmth, and a nest receptacle 15 also made available, with
all the birds usually sieeping in this at night. Often one or two birds
sleep on top of the rest of the group in the nest. Green grass seed
heads are also scattered on the cage floor and the birds enjoy not
only the seeds but also they "chew” on the stalks and feed on the
Juice from these as well, The floor of the cage is covered in teff
grass, the seeds of which they also feed on.

Once the chicks are feeding well they lose interest in the syringe and
can then be weaned over a period of a few days. As a word of wam-
ing it takes longer than two weeks (as many popular books will tell
you}, to wean many of the Estrilids. It is also advisable not to be in
too much of a hurry to either remove the extra warmth or to keep
them too warm, both of which will result in soft chicks which will
never adapt successfully to aviary life. While rearmg the chicks, 1
regularly had to travel and even overnight away from home. On
these trips the chicks and thewr nest were placed 1n a small cooler
box which contained a hot water bottle wrapped m a towel. A cloth
covered the entire nest as well.

Three weeks after fledging they are placed, together with their nest,
in an outdoor suspended cage of 1,2 square meters. Seed 15 initially
scattered on the aviary floor to ensure the birds do not struggle to
find food. Softfood is supplied n the bowl with which they are fa-
miliar. As with adult birds, the soft food mixture and seeding grasses
are favored over the dry seed mix. Most species are fully colored by
4 months of age.

NEW ZEALAND BIRD TOUR -~ TOP TO BOTTOM
March 35-27, 2001. Includes 6 islands, 7 boat trips & 4 internal
thghts. Two pelagic rips. kKiwi, takahe, black stilt. 4 parrot species.
blue duck. penguin and albatross colontes, and many more. Maori
cuitural experience UK 1700 pounds. Glen Holland, National Wild-
Ife Centre. R Masterton, NZo wildliferowmrzcony
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STATE

Imgrmet

Al

Ca

CA

A

<O

Fi.

FL

FL

GA

GA

HI

Affi

S e A

CELUB NAME

First Baternet Bird Club
Ceatral Alshama Avoenlizral
Society

Capitol City Bird Society
Central Catiformia Cage

Bird Chub

Finch Society of
San Diego

Santa Clara Valley Cunary
and Exotie Bird Cub

Rocky Mt Soc. of Avi,

Aviary and Cage Bird Society
of South Flonda

Colorbred Canary Club
of Miami

Greater Brandon Avian Sociaty

Suncoast Avian Sec. Inc,

Georgia Caged Bird Society
Southeast Bird Fanciers

Honoluly Canary and

Finek Club

Mid Amenica Cagebind Sac.
Girtr Chicagn Cagebird Club

Hlin: Bird Farciers

liated Clubs 2000

DELEGATE CONTALTE
Mvra Markley 3193629300
presdens@hird-club org

Maigie Lanier 334-367-407)3
rundy Fgomnaspring.com

Marigna Mojia Ui6-452-2037
lorogalifiac).com

Rictiard Plezurro 40892764734

rjonesT 1 HGEsol.com

Sulty Huntington B58-452.9423
harzinglon-centeri@worldnesattnet

Richard Pizzarme 40R-927-0734
dotee: i 23gearthlink net
Glenda Pullum 3039371468

Came Efsathion 954-432-3349

carree dgaolcom
Nora Trincado
Jobn Floyd 8136777670
iohmanda@mindspring.com
TA-392-939

Joe Ventimigka

Pat Muier none Heted
jandpmiller@mindspring.com

Ginay Alien {none hswed)
gndallendicarthBink net

Claine Shimokawa  808-521-5544
alal 884l com
Rhods Shirley 5:5.743-1813

Jarg Muscaie

Tom Rood 217-774.5265
sroodirhmmhbaet.com

famidmed A@aol.com
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MA

M

Mi

Mt

MG

MO

MG

MO

NH

NM

NY

NY

OH

OK
R

PA

Nattonal nstizte of Bed
Orange Canaries, Ine.

Acadiana Bird Club
Cazun Canary Club
Mussavhuseits Capebird
Azsocianon

Bakamore Bid Fanviors
Barothy Haynes

Cireat Lakes Avicultural
Society

Society of Canary and Fineh
Breeders

Greater Kansas Ciy
Avicnltrs Society

Heart of America
Hookb:!] Sociely

Midwest Zebra and
Soewely Finch Club

Migsoun Cape Bird Club
Birds of a Feather AvicuHoral
Socivty

New Mexsico Bid Club, Ine.
International Canary Society
New York [Ninch and

Type Canary Club

Toledo Bird Associaion

Bird Fanciers of QX
Finch Cornection Hird Club

Greater Pitishurgh
Cage Bird Society

September/October 2060

Steve Hopman B15-469-8435

hindhupaivan) com

by Bvares FATAR7-4620

Mueade H Pheips 5138870724
neworlcansmendediaol com

Kathleen Vieweg GE7-9RG-2088
xvieweggzoonewengiand com

Disrothy Haynes A1d30-93120
dehaynos@ubmail. ubalt edu

Diana Hugo G16-842.0163
hugo@isery et

Patrick Vance 2AR-$43-0643

Nita Haas
tihaasronsiske nel

816-331-5285
B16-554-3922

Earl Courts

Nita Haas
Ghaasiéfoasiske.net

8§16-331-3285

Rich ickman 6I6-928-3444

shdatlgizecessus nel

Ray Schwarz
prisemsdadi@eol.oom

603-162-6106

Gail Ranshaw 505-822-1483

FANSAWEESWEP.COm

Maritz (Gleason
saceafiiplenes

T16-282-2944

Stan Kizlak
barsandfuerols.com

Ti5-967-6899

Rick Yunker 4196919432
ryunker@uofti2 wicdo.edy

Tom Ressel 588-322.6254

Pacla Hanscn 503-381-8208

Margie Jonnes 412-795.1904

ppamelsirigatevay net

Page 27
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PR Organizacion Puertormiguena Rafae] Suarcy TEI-T52-4433
B3 Aves Exoticas Lixdmefiaclcom
R Sociedad de Avicuitores Julio €. Mateo 1877977491
Puertorriguenos
™ Middle TN Cage Bird Socicty  Dariene McDonpel!
T SE TN Avicultural Society Janet Burel} 4234721306
X Canary and Finch Society Margic McBrayer  281-338-2814
X Fort Worth Bird Club Ciarence Cutwell 817-220-3568
cuiwel Birflash net
X Texas Bird Breeders and Clarence Culweli B17-220-5508
Fanciers Association culweilSigflash et
YA Pemmsula Caged Bird Soc. Marian Rogers TET-484-6001
dickivy@iwo-rivers.com
Wi Badger Canary Fanciers Sue Feldstein 262-963-5367
Wi WENGS, Bird Society Caro: Beliske 608-427-6674
binest@@ticon.net
Canada  Dssex-Kent Cage Bird Soc. Alred Mion S19-948-6308
End

The ESTRILDIAN

The ESTRILDIAN is produced for the purpose of relating the most up o datc m-
formation on alt species belonging to the family Estrildidae both in the wild and in
captivity, Within its 124 species are all of the Waxhills. Parrot Finches, Manni-
kins and Australian finches. The aviculturist and the scicntist have much to offer
each other and the ESTRILEIAN brings together bke-minded enthusiasts from
around the world  The magarine 1§ sent to 13 differcat countrics ranging from
Australia to Puerto Rico and has many leading Zoo’s. Avicuiturists and Rescarch-
ers as both members and contributors, With well over 108 members in the USA.L
we have now been able to reduce our overscas subscription rates.

12 months subscription 18 £15 Sterling. USA S3) pergorad cheek accepted
FSTRILDID FORUM
1), Gable Tornwe, Wheottey HHL County Durban, DHG MT
ENGLAND
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Shows and Events 2000

Show

Show:

Show:

Shew:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Sea 30
Judge:

Sep 30
fudge:

Acadiung Bud Club
Ciarence Culwell

Badper Capary Fancicrs
Tom Rood

Sep 3eOet 1, Toledo Bird Association

Judge:

Oct
Judge:

Oct 7
Judge:

Oct 7
Judge:

Oct 7
Judge:

Get 7-8
Judge

Oct 7-8
Judge:

Charlic Anchor

W.LN.G .S, Bird Society
TBA

Fort Worth Bird Club
Charlic Anchor

The Finch Connection
Charlie Anchor

Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Society

Ken Gunby

Aviary & Cage Bird Socicty
of South Florida

Lafayette, LA

Appleton, Wi

Tededo, OH

Appleton, Wi

Cobleyville, TX

Colleyville, TX

TN State Fargrounds

Miramar, FL

Steve Hoppin 1st day; Cecll Gunby 2d day

Society of Canary & Finch Breeders

Conrad Meinert

Oct 13-15 Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society

Judges:

Oct 14
Judge:

Oct 14
Judge:

Oct 14
Judge:

(et 14
Judge:

Get 21

Judge:

Vincent Moase and Sam Crabbe

Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma
Laura Bewley

Essex-Kent Cagebird Society
Vincent Moase and Sam Crabbe

Massachusetts Cage Bird Society
Nizam Al

Mid America Cage Bird Society
Tom Rood

Baltimore Bird Fanciers
Miki Sparzak

Livonia, Ml

Windsor, Ontanio

OKC, OK

Windsor, Ontario

Bellingham, MA

Pes Moines, 1A

Parkviile. MD
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Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show

Show:

Show:

Qct
Judge:

Oet 21
Judge:

Oct 21
Judge:

Oct 21
Judge:

Oct 24
Judge:

Oct 28
Judge:

Nov 4
Judge:

Nov 4
Judge:

Nov 4
Judge:

Nowv 4
Judge:

Nov 4
Judge:

Mov 4-5
Judge:

Nov 4-3
Judge:

SeptemberfOctober 2000

Capitol City Bird Socicty
Julie Dowmstra

Great Lakes Avicultural Society
Clarence Culwell

Greater Kansag City Avicultural Soc,

Harold Bowles

Intemnational Canary Seociety
Patrick Vance

New York Finch & Type Canary Club

Al Decoteay

Canary and Finch Society
Dale Laird

Central CA Cagebird Club
Clayton Jones

Cireater Chicago Cage Bird Club
Steven Hoppin

Creater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Sec.,
Conrad Meinert

Missouri Cagebird Association
TBA

Texas Bird Breeders & Fanciers
Martha Wigmore

Georgia Caged Bird Society
Cecil Gunby (Nov 5)

Rocky Mountairn Soc. of Aviculture
Pauj Witliams

Nov 1618 52d Nutional Cage Bird Show
Hosted by Orgamizacion Puertorniquena Aves Exoticas

Judge:

Nowv 23
Judges:

Coprad Meipert

Cascade Canary Breeders Assoc.

Page 30

Sacramento. CA

Rockford. Mi

rviss@uol.com

Harrisonville. MO

MNingrs Falls, NY

Brooklyn, NY

League City, TX

Modesto. CA

Harvey, L

Monroeville, PA

Eurcka, MO

Tempie, TX

Marietts, GA

Denver, CO

Caribe Hilton PR

Seattle, WA

Julie Dusnstra, Geoff Walker {England). and

Romeo Simonetto ({anada)

Nov 2526 Nt Insi o Red Orange Cananes

hudge:

Dale Lamd

Bk Grove Village, .
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Show: Nov 25 Sants Clara Valley Canary & Exotic Bird Club

Judge:  Steve Hoppin Santa Ciara. CA
Show: Dec 1-3 Colorbred Canary Club of Miany No {ocation/judge listed
Show: Dec2  Cajun Canary Club Metairie, LA

hudge: Clarence Culwell
Show  Dec 16-17. Sociedad de Avicultores Bayamon. PR

Puertorrigquenos

Judge: TBA

End
CLASSIFIED ADS

Advertising (display ads), Inside cover 3300/yr or $76/issue. Full
Page $200/yr or $50/issue. 1/2 page $120/yr or $30/4ssue. 1/4 page
$80/yr or $20/issue. Web site advertising $100/yr, $50/yr for Inside
cover advertisers. Classified ads are $.25 per word for NFSS mem-
bers and $.30 per word for non-NFSS members. Classifieds are
also posted to the web site at no additional charge.

Gouldians for sale: normals, blues, yellows and blue splits. Parent
rasied 1999 and 2000 babies. A few shaftails available. NFSS
banded. Call Nancy, 607-746-6405 or email nlmmdg{@dmeom.net

Hi. T work as a bird keeper at Disney's Animal Kingdom in Orlando,
Florida. USA. | have created an email list for bird keepers m a zoo-
logical setting, as well as other individuals with an involvement In
aviculture. Anyone wishing to join may do so by sending a blank
email to birdkeepers-subscribel@iegroups.com or by going to the list
website  http/fwww.egroups.comgroup/birdkeepers Please Note:
This list is an independent undertaking, and 18 in no way associated
with Disney's Animal Kingdom. Jeremy Tavlor
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President - Dale Laird

P.O. Box 2459, Goldenrod, FL 32713.2459
Phone/Fax: {407) 657-TU8%

Email: dalel2@prodigy.net

Elected Officers

15t Viee President

Regional V. P.%s

Kerri Ann MeCoy

3327 Aberdecn Avenue
Burhingion, Omiario, Ca LTMIY4
Phone: (9053 3190680

Fax: {905)319-1865
kerrimccoyi
mindspring.com

2nd Vice President
Publications

Marc Riva

303 Elite Court
(shawsa, Ontado,
IRV, Canada
Phone: {9053 576-1901
Fax: (90534369872
marc@nfss.net

3rd Vice President
FinchSave/Census Mgr.
Daniel Almaguer

£.0. Box 533013
Orlando, FL 32853-3015
Phone: (4071 8043808
Fax: {407y 894 6400
DRAFinchiaolecom

4th Vice President
Judges Pel, Stds/Research
Stephen Hoppin

3836 Hidden Acres Circle
N, FL Myers, F1. 33933
Phone: {941) 9972237
Fax: (941) G9T-NFSS
n2finchs@peganct.com

Mentbership Director
Edeen Laird

PO Box 2459

Goldenrod, FL 32733-2450
Phone/Fax: (4077 657-7989

Executive Seeretary
Anaetie Howard

President Emeritus
William Parlee

631 Taleouville Rd, Apt 4N
Vemaon, U7 G6066

Phone (8601 5690200
BiHTIDC T @aol.com

Regional Vice Presidents

Treasurer Pro¥em
Bebbi Keenan

S04 §. 9th Street
Lessburg, F1. 347486939
Phone: (3523 787-8654
Fax: {352) 787.2097
bobbiszoo{@earthlink.net

Liaison Officer

Club Delegates, Show
Dates

Dianea Rubly

325 Pottsvilie Strogt
PO Box 32
Wiconisco, PA
FTG97.0052

Phone: 7174339063
beardenifvepix.net

Band Secretary
Carol Heesen

PO Box 752
Riverbank CA 93367
Phone: {209} 8691603
Fax: (200) B69-5987
carolibirds2grow com

Regionat Vice President
Region 1 ~ Northeast
Christine Voronevich
3§ Liberty Street
Manchester, CT 66880
Phone: Bo0-649-8220

Regional Vice President
Region 2~ Southeast
Armando Les

PO Box 831238
Miam, FL 33283
Phone (3053 270-1060
ajleedibelisouth ne

Regional Yice President
Region 3 - Mid-Centrat
Nita Haas
$13.331.528%8

Raymore, MO 64083

Regiona] Vice President
Region 4 — Midwest
Clarence Cubwell

250 Horseshoe Drive
Springtown, TX 76082
Phone: (8173 220-3568
cubwellfgelash net



NFSS Bulletin

Regional Viee President
Region 5~ Mountaiu
Jim Norman

8303 Navaio Street
Denver, CO

Phane: {3031 4276260

Regional Vice President
Region 6 ~ Pacific Coast
Saliy Huntisgton

5634 Camegee Strect

Sen Biego. CA 92122
PhopeFax: (858 452-9421
Hun:ingioncenter(@
worldnet atinct

Regionai Viee President
ProTem

Region 7 - Caribbean
Julio Mateo Sato

Calie 6810

Rexville

Bayamon. PR QOOST

SeptemberQctober 2000

Appointed Officers

FichShop Manager
Annette Howard
PO Box 404

Salern, GH 43460

Web Site Manager
Harry Bryant

37212 Butternet Ridge
Lyria, OH 44033
stuwebigiaok.com

NFSS Editor

Steve Poe

4314 Ascot Roagd
tHephzibah, GA 30813
Phone: (706 T93-5262
Fax: {T06) T21-6828
stevepoegamindspring.com
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Advertising and
Promotions Manager
{}aniel Almaguer

PO Box 3330L5
Oriando, FL 32853.3013
Phore: (4077 8941808
Fax: (407) 894 6400
DRAFinchraol.com

Awards Manager
Darla Dandre

(a5 of Jan §, 2601)
PO Box 1233

Listc. Hiinois 60532
Phone {63G167E-1143
dbirdranchigact.com

Note: Please phone ahead to
the desired pusty before tele-
faxing. Many ndividuals
share phoneffax Lnes of have
te set fax software or ma-
ching 1o receive.

Wb bty

cpre the e

1 1 am subscribing for bwo years, please sead a free top_v
of the Bird Core Handboox snd Reyeurce Soide

1 Vwouid like te order a zapy of the 8ird Care Homgbood
end Eovousre Goide Tor $7.90 postoaid (95,95 plus §1 8BS Sk T

For Fastast Service catl 1-800.B64. 2500 ffor orders only. pleosel}
Office/Inguirics: (408) 655.3500 « Fax: {(408) 655.3950

S seicoasipuboam s fmeil wacvasticacoastpuloem

TR PTIIT U g e

Seamast Puhits.hmq 350 Park Avenne * ’%m!ew; C)\ 931540

A Pu:oﬂd
Subscribe Now and Join the Fun!
Yes §would like to Subscribe to Your World of Birds!
Y rvear far $19.95 T 2yesrs $38.95 ] Samgle $6.59

A U G OO
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NFSS Panel of Judges 2000-2001

Nizam Al

F35-11 i bdth Street

8. Gzane Park, NY (1420
Email: veteSiaoicom

Charles Anchor
F2384 Laure] Lane
Hantley. 1. 60142
BT- 3151000

L.aura Bewley
A5IRS. 63 W, Avenue
Tulsa, QK 74107
H18-446-3990

Harold Bowles

230 Cobicge Cirvle
Cedartown, GA 30125
Phone: TTR-TAR462T
Fax: T70-748-3564

Jacky Civitarese

1930 Church Road
Baltimore, MDD 21222
PhomeFax: 410-282-4753
Ermail: Lixdmed@aol.com

Clarence Culwell

250 Horseshoe Brive
Springtown, TX T6{32
Phone: (BIT7)220-556K
Email: culwellS@aflash.net

Pr. Al Decoteau

P O Box 369

o, MA {450
Phope: 603-672-1564
Faw 6O3A7).3100
sl sphe g and o

Phone: {9411 9972217
Fax: (941} 997-NFSS

Email: N2Minchsiipeganet.com

aren Pecotean

849 Pleasaniview Avenue
Stratford. T 004497
Phome: 203-3772(09
firasl eddecogiaol.com

Julie Duimsira

4201 NE 125:3 Place #3163
Portland. OR 97230
503-261.8788  Email
julte duimsiaigte net

Cecll Gunby

B121 Route 1. Hwy, 34
Sharpsburg. GA 30277
PhoneFax: 77-254.1261

Saliy Huntington

5634 Camegic Street

San Diggo. CA 92122
B38-452-9423

Ermatl: buntington-center
{@worldnet.attnet

Hay Johason

175 Sroneridge Way
Lavettewille, A 35214
TH461-8675

{’layton Janes

P Box 260
Soqgueh A 93073
Phone R31-72H86%0

Stephien Hoppin, Panel Chairman
3836 Hidden Acres Circle, N, Fr. Myers. FL 33903

Hai M. Koontz

2604 Auburn (L
Bakersfeld, CA 93306
Prnome:; BOS-RT72-1063
Fax: BO5-634-1147
Emach
Hkoontzidatsecune net

Joseph Krader

2910 Alps Rood
Corona, CA 91719
Phone: 90W-272-632%

Dajc Laird

P Box 2459

Goldersod. F1L 22733
Phone: 407-657-T98%
Enaill dalel2@prodigynet

Armandoe Lee

PO Box 831238

Miami. FL. 33283

Phone {3033 270-1000
Email: aitec@ebellsouth net

Dennis | Lewis

T446 (Basgew Road
Brooksville. FE 3463 3-74066
Phone: 352-596-3376
Email doveangiatiamic.net

Briaa Maadarich
4743 EL Hedges Avence
Fresso. OA Q302
Phone: 2092556508
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Teri MeAulifte Tanm Rood Christine Yoronovitch
264 Thames Drive i3 N Broadway 38 Liberty Street
Colorade Springs, CO Shetbyville, T 62368 Manchester, U7 (6040
ROU06 Phone: 217-7T74-3265 Phone: 860-640-8220
Phone: Ti9-576.9009 Email:

Fax: same tiroodighmnthnet com

Ermail: inglprds@iact com
Martha Wigmeare
13913 Boston 5t NW

Conrad Meinert Marion Miki Sparzak Elk River, MN 35330-1155

P12 300 Soah 517 014 Nerth Point Road Phoneax: (T03) 2416071

Warsaw, IN 463580-8736 Baltitmore. MD 21224

Phone: 219-260-2873 Phone: 416-282-9213

Fax: 219-269-3142 Email spbe2iaoloom

Email BirdmanofWar- Paul §. Witliams

sawigzkcontine cam 143 Doncgal Drive

Papiliion. NE 68046

Fatrick Vanee Plione: 487-592-3488

Witliam (5. Pariee 18175 Avilla Ermail:

631 4N Talcottville Rd. Lathrup Viilsge. M1 48076 RolTidednx netcon.cons

Vernon, OT 06064 Phone: 248-443-0643

Phone: 860-569-0200
Email: biiThtfdetdaol.com

Changing your address?

Allow NESS to be the first to greet you at your new home!

Be sure {o notify: Club Delegates also notify:

NFSS Membership Director  NFSS Liaison Officer

frileen Laird Dianna Rubly

P.O. Box 2459 525 Pottsville Street, PO Box 52
Goldenrod, F1LL 32733.2459 Wiconisco, PA 17097-0032.

Name:

New Address:

Citw St: FAT
Phone: ) _ Membershin#
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2000 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

The basic affiliation fee is $25.00. Make check payable to NFSS.

Mail to: Dranna Rably, Liaison Officer
5325 Portsville Street, PO Box 52
Wiconisco, PA 17097.0052.
Phone/Fax: 717-453-9095

Clab Name:

Club Delegate:

NFSS #: ) Expiration Date:
Address:

*Phone: — *Emaik:

*NFSS may use this information in the NFSS Bulletin and on the web site.

Delegate’s Signature:

Club Officer;
Address:

*Phone: . *Emaik
Chub Email Contact:
Show/Event Date: _ Panel Judge:

Show Location:
Send NFSS Bulletin to;

Please list other fairs or events hosted by your club for listing in the Bulle-
tin. Please include dates, locations, and a confac! member with phone num-
ber and/or email address:
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AWARD ORDER FORM
FOR SHOWS/EVENTS

Award order forms for shows and events will be sent to each affiliated
ciub as soon as possible after the affiliation papers are processed by the Li-
aison Officer, Dianna Rubly. Allow a minimum of eight weeks before the
actual show/event to process the order. The form and fee must accompany
the order.

The prices remain the same, however, we have added a new rosette.
Many clubs have indicated a desire to have an official Novice rosette with
the NFSS logo. These have been designed and will be available for $5.00.
There are uo NFSS rules regarding this award. Each club wil set it’s own
standard.

These are the 1999 awards available:

PLAGUES ) _
Q}Z‘ plaques are $25 each, They are wainut finish with the engraved

Ck NESS logo on brass over black plate on one side and the club infor- Cast
iton on brass over black plate on the other side of the plague.
Box wey can also be customized by cach club,
© |Service/Breeder Award Plaque (67x87) $25.00
“Rest :a Show™ Plague {67x 87) $23.60
“Second Best in Show” Plaque (67x §87) $25.00
“Third Best in Show” Plague {67x §7) 32500
“Best Softbill in Show” Plaque (6”x 87) $25.00
. ROSETTES
The basic set consists of ten 157 long rosettes for the ten best
finches or sofibills, plus one best unflighted rosetie.  Un-
flighted birds are those banded with 199% bands,
Basic Rosette Package $335.00
Unflighted 2nd and 3rd place roseties $7.60
Novice Rosette $5.00

Total amount of check payable to NFSS

For more wnformation on awards, contact the Awards Managen

Ginny Allen
347 Brookwood Court
Opclika, AL 36801
PhoneFax: (334) 749-7168
Enail: gndallengecarthhink net
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The National Finch and Softbill Society |
Membership Application i
Name:
Address:
City:
State; Zip:
Phone: Email:
New Membes? _ Renew NFSS#?

How did you hear about us?

Annual Dues:
Single: $28 1 Dual: 330 [0  Junior (under 16) 312,50 {]

* 2nd name for Dual Membership

U8, & Puerto Rico 1st Class mailing add 3500
Canadian add $3.00, Foreign add $10.00 (Please send US funds)
Canadian and forcign subscriptions mailed 1st Clags

NFSS thanks you for your support!

Mall apphication and check or
money order payable to NFSS:
Eilecn Laird

Membership Secretary

I'p. O Box 2459

Gotdenrod, FIL 32733-2459
(4073 657-T989
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
FinchSave Application

interested in jommng FinchSave? Please fill out the below prelimi-
nary information and send fo the FinchSave Manager, Mr. Daniel
Almaguer. Upon receipt of this form. you will receive a complete
nformation package outhining alt aspects of the FinchSave Program.

Name: . NFSS#
Address:
City:

State: Zip:

Phone: Fax:

Enmil:

What would you like to accomplish through FinchSave?

Mail this completed form o
FinchSave Manager

Daniel Almaguer

P.O. Box 333615

Orlando, F1. 32853-3015
Phone: {407} 894.3808

Fax: (407} 894-6400

Email: DRAFinch@aol.com

Thank you for supporting aviculture’s foremost
cooperative breeding program,
You CAN make a difference!
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
Bandmg Procedures

The important thing to remember when bandmg chicks istodoit
over a eounter or table so if the chick is dropped, it doesn’t fall to
the floor. The age to band varies between species but is generally
between 5 and 10 days. You can tell by looking at the ankle joint
{the joint where the toes come together) and the size of the band.
Have the bands, a toothpick {or other small blunt instrument) and
some lubricant ready. Be sure you have the bands “right side up”
for easier reading. The band is generally placed on the bird’s right
leg. Banding just before the parents go to roost in the evening will
help prevent them from picking at the band. By the next morning,
they will have forgotten about it.

T

. Hold the chick firmly, but in such a way
/ _as to not cut off its” breathing, and so
Ty that you don’t harm it. Remember their

t e _
7:3’@5 bodies cannot tolerate compression.

Put a ittle bit of tubri-
cant on the chick’s foot and slide the band over the
three front toes and finally over the ankie joint.

/»r The back toe will probably have to be
gently pried out from under the band with a

; SN . toothpick.
m.,\

The band should now be
in the proper location
between the ankle and the elbow joint.

Check on the chick the next fow days 1o be sure
that the band has not shipped off and that there
are no scrapes or rritatons on the foot or leg,
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The National Finch and Softbill Society

Band Order Form
Mail form and payment NESS offers, fo members ing; closed trace-
avable to NFSS: ghle aluminum bands. available only i the
arol Heesen NFSS color of the year, The bands are en-
NFSS Band Secretary graved with the insttals NFS, swe code, year
P.O. Box 752 ’ and number. There 1s no chowe of numbers,
Riverbank, CA 95367 Al orders are recorded for permanent refer-
) ence. Bands are ordered in strings of ten. all
the same $ize. New menbers may order be-

fore receiving their membership mumber.
Write “New™ for membership number on the order form. Orders processed
weekly as received. Please, no mail requiring signatures. $1.06 handling
fee eftective 3/1/99.

Band Size # of Strings Price per string Fotal Amount

A £3.25

3 8325

C $3.25

D £3.25

E $3.25

G $3.25

i $3.25

K §3.25

L §3.25

M 3325

R. $3.25

S $328

T §325%
IPostai {nsurance: Under $56 = .83 Subtotal: o
From $50 - $100= %1 80 Over $106=82.75 Insurance:
I you choose NOT 10 inclade this sum, NFS$ wili NOT be Handling $1.00
respansible for replacement of bands fost in shipment. Totalh
Name: NESS#% _
Address:
City: State:
Zip: . Phone:
Email;
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

Bird Species Size Bird Species Size
Amcam R B S ..... Gg.!_.ﬂ{.i.i.an. [:mc;»l . ;) :
Black & White Manaikin C | Green Singiag Fmch C
Black Cheeked Waxbill B 1 Green/Purple Starlings R
Black Crested Finch £ | Grey Singing Finch <
Biue Capped Waxbili C | Heck’s Shaftail C
Blue Head Parrot Finch [> | Hombills {small) T
Bronze Wing Mannikin C | Indian Hiil Mynah 8
Cherry Finch € Java Mynah S
Chestnut Breast Finch D |lava Rice Bird K
Cordon Blue Waxbill B | Lavender Finch <
Cuban Melodious Finch B | Leaf Birds M
Diamond Dove i | Magpic Mannikin G
Diamond Spagrow £ | Mannikins {most smaller) D
Dove {other smal) 1. | Mannikins (other largen} G
Earopean Goldfinch § iNuns E
European Greenfinch E | Olive Finch B
Fire Finch B} Orange Cheeked Waxbill A
CGold Breasted Waxhill A 1Owl Finch A
Golden Song Sparrow E | Pagoda Mynah M
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NFSS welcomes comments and suggestions for this Guide.

Contact the Home Office

Bird Specis S.ize Bird Species ze
Pmmeéhmh y . . - R S C ..........
Parrot Finch {most other) D | Siskins E
Pekin Robin J | Society Finch {Bengalese) £
Peter’s Twinspot E | Softhills (other small) d
Pictorella Finch D | Softbills I
Pileated Finch € | Spice Finch E
Pintailed Nonpareil £ | Star Finch C
Plush Capped Jay T iStrawberry Finch A
Pytihas € | Sunbirds {large} M
Quail I. | Superb Starhings R
Quail Finch A {Tanagers {small} G
Red Crested Cardinal K | Toucancttes S
Red Eargd Waxbill A Toucans (smalD) T
Red Head Parrot Finch . [Touracos {small) T
Ring Neck Dove 8 | Twinspots {most) D
Rufous Backed Mannikin B | Waxbilis {small) A
Saffron Finch K | White Tailed Jay S
Shaftail Finch € | Yellow Rumped Finch D
Shama Thrush K | Zebra Finch D
Silver Eared Mesias I {{intentionally lefi blank) (]
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ITEM SIZE/STYLE EA. QD
T| L
Y
New NFSS T-Shirt — Ten Circle Size: $18
Colorfui Finches in Stalks
of Grass, White Only, M L XL XXL
50/50 Blend

Video: “The Wonderful
World of Finches & Softhiils:

Members/Affiliates 1§17

An Introduction Non-Members £22

NFSS Show Cage Plans Circle Size: $4
#1 #2 #3

All Three Show Cage Plans Save 52 by $i0

ordering all three

Eri¢ Peake Lithograph £35
The Diamond Firetails
Signed by the Artist

New Video! Finch Husbandry | Add $3.20 S&H $25
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NFSS Plastic Water
Botle

NFSS Zebra Pin

56

$6

NFSS Gouldian P

86

NFSS Name Badge
(Members Only} Comes
with one line of engrav-
ing.

Print name clearty.

Second line of en-
graving add $1.
For magnetic back,
add $1.50

$7.50

Past bulletins, 1994 and
iater issues

$4

Past bulietins, 1993 and
earlier issucs

33

1998 NFSS Handbook
Membership Yearbook

$4

NESS Judges Handbook
and Official Standards

NEW AND AT A
LOWER
PRICE!!

$i0
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FINCHSHOP
The National Finch and Softbill Society Store
ORDER FORM

NFSS Membership #

Name

Address

City State Zip
Phone

Shipping & Handling:

Orders $10 and under add $2.60,
torders $10.01 and over add $3.00 § $

Total

Mail form and pa

FINCHSHOP
Attn: Annette Howard
P.O. Box 404
Salem, OH 44460

ﬁmcnt
{(check or money order payable to NFSS) to:

NFSS SHOW CAGE PLANS

#1 Cage — Finches up to and including Zebras,
#2 Cage — Finches larger than Zebras, #3 Cage — Softbills |

i




NESS Bl Ser e b Q00 Pree 47

Hortzon Micro-onvironments

Bird
Nearural Fovirasoiosaliv-Seciee Trassporiors

N.LST

Diesiyncd with comtort and satety @ top
Priority. Makes it impessible for
Careless handlers w block air vents,
l.cts heat capidly escape and
prevenis O busld-up.

Orver 15 timwes more ventiiation
Thar our nearest compesiior!

http:/fwww negra net’~horizon

You dot't have to be 2 professional
aviculiurst o realize viruses and diseases are
Lurking cverywhoere. and that mental and
Physical stresses are overwhelming,

Give your birds that needed protection
And vourselt some prece of mind

Phe “pt v OMNTN 1N T 80 100K 0 Haglly hooy!

And wo st puy the I Hoprdors g SUN

{ | s and our free volor hrovhure.




