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Finch Health and
Nutrition Made Easy

- Breeding Supplies: Simple,
proven suppties for breeding
success - nest baxes, nesting
material, egg candlers and
handfeeding supplies.

Nutritional Suppiements: fasy
to use vitamins, minerals, breeding
tordcs, and nutraceuticals.

Parasite Control: Bon't et you

finch be a host, Antimiicrobials

§  wormers, mite sprays and
Protozoa treatments.

Leg Bands: A wide variety of
split bands including uniquely
numbered anedized aluminum,

From Beak to Tail
Everything You Need to Keep Your Finch Healthy

Birds 2 Grow Aviaries offers a variety of high quality products that are designed to ke«
yout finches in optimum health and condition. Many of these products are importe:
from Australia, Europe and Asta and alt have been used in our own aviaries.

* Avian Supplements * Disinfectants

* Nutraceuticals * Breeding Supplies
¢ Antimicrobials ¢ Bird Bands

* Parasite Coutrols * Seeds and Feeds

Call for your free catalog.

Birds 2 Grow Aviaries

Fine Avian Products from Around the World

PO Box 752 « Riverbank, CA * 95367 * Phone; 209 869-5900 * Fax: 200 RA9-504
See our catalog on the web! wwwbirds2growcom
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From the Editor

First 1 want to tell you to be sure to enter the NFSS Raffle. There
are some great prizes being offered and your support is both needed
and appreciated. See the center of the bulletin for details and tckets.

Please welcome Annette Howard as the new FinchShop Manager.
That being an appointed position, she was overwhelmingly approved
by the NFSS Board of Officers and we're all very pleased that she
has committed her time and effort toward this endeavor.

A Special Election was held on April 15, 2000 for Vice President of
Region 7, Caribbean, with ballots mailed to all NFSS members re-
siding in that region. Ballots had to be postmarked by Apnl 2%th to
comply with the election deadline. Julio Mateo, pro-tem Region 7
VP, has been officially elected to the NFSS Board of Directors to fill
this position. Two votes received were for a non-NFSS member.
CONGRATULATIONS JULIO MATEQ!

Another Special Election is bemng held and is open to the general
membership. The position m question 1s NIFSS Treasurer and the
sole nominee i1s Bobbi Keenan. Be sure to get your ballots in by
July 20th. Please see page 25 for the ballot and more details.

Two corrections from the last issue involving show judges. Julie
Duimstra was listed twice as judge when she was, in fact, apprentice
judge. The actual judges for the shows in question were as follows:

11/6/99 Finch Society of San Diego William Parlee
11/27/9% Santa Clara Valley Clarence Culwell

Steve Poe

4310 Ascot Road
Hephzibah, GA 30818
stevepoe/@mindspring.com
706-790-5262
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THF DIETARY REQUIREMENTS
R OF CAPTIVE WAXBILLS
. Tan Hinze, Whitefield, Manchester, England

O A v e LA ot KT Ay b a4

[ have penned the following from a British perspective, i.e. allowing the
seasons experienced in my country to determine how I go about feeding my
birds. Nevertheless, the American aviculturist will be able to adapt my rec-
onmmendations to suit his own climatic conditions.

The Equilateral Triangle

It may seem patronizingly obvious when I say that fo provide our captive
birds with an environment as near as possible to that in the wild is the sur-
est way to keep them healthy, increase their longevity and have regular
breeding successes. The fact that so many keepers fail in at least one, or
even all, of these matters is proof enough that observations in the wild are
frequently going unheeded.

1 have written many times on the necessity of keeping waxbills in a warm,
draught-free environment of at least 15 degrees Celsius for most species
(and even higher for others) and also the importance of providing them
with 2 minimum of 12 hours of "daviight” {via a dimmer unit}. These two
commodities go hand in hand with a third one of extreme importance, cor-
rect feeding. Together they should be viewed as the sides of an equilateral
triangle with the base, say, labeled "Feeding”, the left side labeled
"Temperature” and the right side labeled "Lighting” (inside the triangle we
could write "Fquals correct husbandry™). Take just one of these sides away,
or have one weakened in some way, and the whole structure will eventually
collapse. All are completely dependent on one another and this shouid
never be forgotien.

Assuming that the reader does provide his birds with the comect tempera-
ture and Hghting, T would like to concentrate on the base of our triangle,
*Feeding”. Waxbills, excluding the avadavats of Asia, all hail from Africa
and, being estrildid finches, are closely refated to the grassfinches of Aus-
tralia. Indeed, for the purpose of this article, it would help if we were to
consider all the waxbills encountered in American aviculture as "African
grassfinches”, for therein lies the biggest clue to their dietary requirements.

Grass Dependency

The majority of waxbills found in captivity are heavily dependent on grass.
They deliberately seek it out to feed from it (the seeds and young succulent
shoots), they hide in it (feeding off seeds that have fallen to the ground
means they are often at liberty to eat while camouflaged from many poten-
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tial predators) and the long leaves of grass are used in nest construction,
For many species, if there were no grass they weuldn't exist.

Fundamental to the grass's growth is good light, it cannot survive in the
deep shade of a forest. Some species of waxbill live on the forest edge, so
they can retreat into the trees at the first sign of danger, and even breed in
themn, but, like their cousins whe prefer/have to feed in the open, they, too,
need the grass's seeds 1o swvive,

One of the reasons finches, and T use the term 1n its collective sense thereby
including the waxbills and grassfinches, are so popular in aviculture is that
they are easy to feed. After all, one only needs to go down to the local pet-
store, or order from a specialist supplier if preferved, to receive a bag or
sack of a mixed collection of grass seeds of varying sizes which, we are
reliably informed, are essential for our birds' well-being - and i've just
stated how much waxbills are heavily tied to the grass and its seeds. Field-
guides too, in the main, are quick to point out that these types of birds are
regularly observed feeding primarily on grass seeds. But is this really afl
there is to it? Let's take a deeper look!

Grasses do not only spread themselves by means of seeds. They put out
horizontal stems along the surface of the ground and each joint is able to
sprout leaves and roots. These roots are fibrous and grow so thick that a
matled tangle is created, extending for several centimeters below the sur-
face, which prevents the plant from blowing away. When rain eventually
falls, green leaves are praduced in only a day or so. Why is this of impor-
tance to waxbills? Well, for one thing it means that, not only is there al-
ways a regular supply of seeds to be had, but also, and of vital inportance
at breeding time, the miniature jungle created by the tangled roots, matied
stems and clumps of growing leaves harbors ifs own cormunity of tiny
nthabitants - aphids, bugs and beetles!

To survive, however, the grass and #s tiny animal community need water,
and this comes with the rains. As aviculturists we deon't need to know at
what times of the year these rains occur in Africa, but we should note the
effect they have on the wild populations of waxbills because its all con-
nected with the base of our triangle again - "Feeding”.

The grass undergoes a remarkable fransition immediately during and after
rainfall. Shoots sprout forth in no time, followed by fresh ripe and half-ripe
seeds abounding everywhere. Insects are stirred into action - and so are the
waxbills. The waxbhills choose just after the rains to breed. Instinct telis
them thiat the grass is now pliable, nests won't be washed out - and food of
the right kind is abundant!
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The hard seeds (these are unlikely ever to be as hard as the commercial
kiin-dried type} are neglected, instead, for the ripe and half-ripe ones. The
insects, also stirred into breeding action, are everywhere and easy pickings
for a growing family of hungry nestlings. Pratem is essential for the rapid
healthy growth of the chicks and so the parenis take it in the quick and cas-
ily assimilated forn that only a soft-bodied insect can provide, and which
they can regurgitate into their offspring within an exfremely short time for
optimum results. What's more, the chicks are in fact getting two neals for
the price of one because m the msecl’s gut will inevitably be some nndi-
gested plant marter. Talk about a meal of meat and veg!

Seasonal dietary requirements

What we learn from all of this is that there are really two different types of
dietary requirements for our waxbills (which can be applied 1o all finches in
actual fact) - an existence or daily stapie diet (sometimes written of as an
austere diet) and a richer breeding diet. Ordinarily these diets, due to the
ramny seasons, would always be separate for the wild bird, bat in avicalture
there 15 a tendency to prolong the breeding period artsficially and therchy
reap the benefits of more young being bred. While T can see that these
"benefits” are certainly most welcome to the aviculturist, what about the
birds themselves?! Cur aim should be to produce healthy breeding stock
from other healthy breeding stock and not have them continually perpetuat-
mg to such an extent that our reward for therr generosity is to allow them to
die of exhaustion.

1 am not a qualified nutritiomst and, therefore, am unable to go into detatls
of why my feeding methods are successful, only that they are! The nufri-
tionist could take all the different foods that | am going to recommend, ana-
lyze them, and then say whether or not they are deficient 1n a certain min-
eral or frace element, etc.,, and which foods help to counter-balance this de-
ficiency. What T do know, as a good avian chemist friend s quick to tell
me, is that the provision of vitamins and proteins, etc., through supple-
ments, is not an exact science. New findings are frequent, or so they seem,
and the so-called experts cannot always agree among themselves as to the
best doses to supply. What I have done 1s that which | referred fo right at
the outset of this article - T have read and continue to read all 1 can on the
environment that the wild bird is found in. By domg this one comes to an-
derstand the real requirements of those we possess in captivity.

Yes, the bag or sack of seeds one regularly acquires for one's birds 1s cssen-
tial. But this staple fare must be of the highest quality. I invariably find that
the cheaper seeds {usually sold in pet-stores, at least in Britam) are of a
grossly inferior quality to those one orders from the large established seed
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merchants that are concerned solely with birds, either wild or captive but
usually catering for both. Such seed is quality controlled to a ugh standard
with all the dust and other potentially harmf{ul elements being mechanically
remmoved.

A quality staple seed misture should consist of, primanly, mixed white,
vellow and panicum millets and small canary seed. This 15 usually weighed
out in equal parts before being bagged by the supplier which means,
rightly, that the mllets combined outweigh the canary seed. This 15 obvi-
ous, of course, but § pomt it out 10 gquestion why some mixtures may have
rather too miuch canary seed i them!

Like Goodwin, in his menumental and unsurpassed classic work Estrildid
finches of the world, L, too, am perplexed as 1o why so many seed suppliers
put red millet in their mixtures for waxbilis, Unfortunately, such mixtures
are sold as Toreign Finch Secd', thereby inferring that the contents are snit-
able for all foreign finches, whereas, i reality, neither Goodwin or myself,
nor a legion of other waxbill enthusiasts, have ever scen a single waxbill
eat it. Unless one purchases one's sceds separately to mix together later
then one is paying over the odds, because the red millet is nothing but un-
necessary ballast {and may even be positively harmful)! To the staple seed
diet one can add a listle niger and Japanese rliet oceasionally, unless one
keeps the likes of Dybowski's Twinspots (Euschistospiza dybowskil), in
which case the Japanese rillet should be considerably mcreased and of
fered regularly.

As can be deduced by what we know of the wild waxbill, or rather the ter-
rain 1n which it Hives, some insects are fikely {but not always) to be taken
and, likewise, throughout the year hivefood should always be prowvided.
This can be by way of a few small white-skinned mealworms, waxworms,
whitewors (Enchytreae), baby woodlice and fruit-flies and their larvae. If
one has aceess to tenmites and the larvae of ants and their eggs (the pupae
actually), then by all means supply these,

I have had tremendous success m breeding the Blacked-rumped Waxbill
(Estrilda troplodytes}, known also as the red-cared waxbill, without the use
of livefood. Instead of hivefood I use the famous Duich egglood Cé-Dé. |
have found the Black-rumped to be one of the easiest of all waxbills to
breed on inanimate food. The staple seed mixture, the hivefood and the egg-
food, plus an occasional offering of greenfood, 1.e. grated carrot, broceoll,
Brussels sprouts, cabbage, etc, s the only food I provide throughout the
non-breeding season (some breeders call this the "rest season”, wlich is
probably a better phrase if' #t encourages keepers to give thelr birds a rest!)
which, for my birds, runs from around Jamuary to March/Apri. To aid m
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the digestion of their tood T provide baked poultry egg-shells, limestone,
oystershell and cuttlefish all crushed and mixed together. | do not provide
muneralized grit which can be positively lethal.

Around March/Apni (spring), with the longer and warmcer hows of natural
dayvlight filtering through the birdroom windows, | don't have to do any-
thing to the diet to see that the birds are keen to breed. However, for a suc-
cessful outcome to all the courtship endeavors, the diet has to be changed
considerably. Taking note of what happens after the rains 1n Africa, here in
England I go hunting - for grass seedst Top of my Hst is annual meadow
grass {Poa annua). It 15 a native annual commonly found throughout Britain
on wasteland, roadsides, ficlds, gardens and even cracks in pavements. it is
also found mn lawng where it continually re-seeds itself. It reaches up to 30
cm in height and flowers all year round. Other favorites are rough meadow
grass {P. trivialis}, varrow-feaved meadow grass (P. angustifolia}, smooth
meadow grass (P. pratensis), commeon knot-grass {Polygonum aviculare),
and perennial rye grass {Lolium perrene). Besides these secding grasses, a
list which 1s by no means complete, I am always dn the look-out for the
avicnlwrist's favorite weed, chickweed (Srellaria media).

i collect handfuls of the above sceds on the stalk and place them on the
birdroom floor, stend them upright 19 the corners, or hang them in bunches
from the cetling. At the same time | increase the Hvefood daily. While I still
continue feeding the staple seeds every day along with the eggfood, i is the
increase in livefood, and particularly the increase in the wild seeding
grasses, that acts as the catalyst to getting the birds to go down to breed!

The dexterity with which the typical Estrilda waxbills, especially, perform
in order to extricate the fresh milky green seeds is a sight to behold. Only
the tit family, plus, to a lesser extent, the likes of the goldfinch {Carduelis
carduelis), which frequently holds its food underfoot, can maich their agil-
iy.

Summary

We have seen how the wild waxbill is very much dependent on grass in all
aspects of its life and that we can utlize this knowledge by providing our
birds, when in season, with some of the many different native wild seeds
that we may formerly have taken for granted. We have also learnt the im-
portance of cerfain livefood for our birds, substitutes for the type of insects
that the waxbills would seek out in the grass. Providing one does their ui-
most to create a similar environment and feeding regimen to that of the
wild counterpart then there should be absolutely no need o use vitamin
supplements. The vitamins, minerals and trace elements found %n the naft-
ral foods under consideration, not to mention the extra amotuts 1n comner-
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cialized eggfood, siould prove to be all that1s required. 1f one still feels the
need to use a supplement, then at least use 1t sparingly, An overdose 1§ as
bad, if not worse, as an underdose. Above all, semember the equilateral i
angle and the interdependency of all of is sides. The dictary requirements
of waxbills, and indecd that of all birds for that inatter, is only one aspect.

lan Hinze

Message from the President

Have you bought your raffle tickets yet? 1 would hiope by now most of the
people who want to win either a Pair of Forbes Parrot Finches, Painted Fire
Tails, or Japanese Socicty Finches have their tickets in hand and are just
waiting for the drawing. If not, wrm to the raffle tickets and exther tear them
out or make copies and send them in with your money for the drawing to be
held on July Ist, 2000. Kerri has worked very hard to make this a success.
Let's all try to support her in this.

Most of you know that the region 7 VP spot was open following the elec-
tion. Julio Mateo was the nominee for that region. Since only the members
from region 7 can vote for the VP for that region, a special ballot was sent
to only those members whose membership was current as of the mailing of
the ballot. Congratulations to Julic Mateo and welcome as a voted member
of the Board.

The Treasurer position was also open following the election for lack of 2
nominee, Bobbie Keenan stepped in to perform the duties of Treasurer until
an election could be held. Please look for the ballot elsewhere in this issue.
We also have had a change of FinchShop Manager. Julie Duimstra has
been the FinchShop manager for longer than she ever intended. I want to
thank her for all her dedication and hard work over the past several years.
The new FinshShop Manager is Annette Howard. Annette is also the NFSS
Executive Secretary. § am very pleased to have her move nto this position
and look forward to working with her for many years to come. By the time
vou read this we wilt have completed the 2nd Quarter Meeting. Please look
for the minutes in the next issue. BUY THOSE RAFFLE TICKETS.

Dale Laird, President, NFSS
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Securing your Aviary from Predators (Part 2)

Billy Cochran

In this article, 1 will be discussing how to secure your outdoor aviary
from predators. There will be ideas for you to use as you build your
new outdoor aviary or to secure your existing outdoor aviary. Thave
talked to several breeders, not just finch and softbill breeders, but
parrof and bird breeders in general, with outdoor aviaries, to see
what techniques they have employed over the years. Also, I will be
including a section on how I built my new outdoor aviary. 1think |
will start from the ground and work my way up.

The Aviary Floor. I think this is one of and if not the most impor-
fant part. I am part of a 38-member club called the Scutheast Bird
Fancier Chub. One of the topics we have discussed is outdoor aviar-
ies. Several good suggestions were made about what to use for the
aviary floor, such as, the usc of brick pavers. By using pavers, ver-
min should not be able o push up through the bricks once they have
dug underneath the foundation. If you like the idea of using pavers
but vou want more of a natural look just spread some dirt between
the spaces of the pavers. Then, throw some grass or bird seed out,
which should grow in the crevices of the pavers. Not only will brick
pavers keep out vermin; they are casily cleaned by just hosing them
off, and are visually pleasing.

Another suggestion is using a concrete slab for the floor and founda-
tion. This would work well, as I know of nothing that can dig its
way through concrete. Concrete is easily cleaned and is done so m
the same manner as the brick pavers. Also, this will probably outlast
the frame of the aviary which will rot {that is 1f 1ts untreated wood).

! like the natural look of earth and grass, not only do 1 like it, the
birds like it. Earth has natural minerals that the birds have access to
and the best thing is its free. It also acts Hike grit, in which 1t helps
grind up food in the bird's gizzard. If you feel like this will be un-
healthy for your birds, because of exposure to wild animals, ete.,
then you could dig up the first few inches of earth and let the new
exposed ground be your foundation. You can also have dirt brought
in as a replacement. You can secure the aviary by placing wire
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mesh directly on the ground or place it a few inches below ground.
The mesh does not have to cover the entire floor of the aviary, but it
wouldn't hurt. 1f that isn't feasible, then lay the wire mesh a few feet
out from the aviary foundation. 1 am not certain of the hfe span of
the wire mesh once under the ground, as corrosion will eventually
take over and weaken the wire. By using wire mesh in this manner,
it will help in preventing vermin from entering the aviary from un-
derneath.

Why not combine the idea of concrete and earth tlooring. Not only
will this give you that natural look, but will help in protecting from
vermin. To do this, all you have to do is pour a concrete foundation
measuring 3-$ inches in thickness. Once this has dried, pour some
dirt on top of the new concrete base. Before pouring the concrete,
you will have to decide if you want the concrete above ground or
below ground. Either way will be fine. Now, you have the look and
the security.

The Foundation

The foundation of the aviary can be made of several things, such as
pre-treated wood, concrete blocks, metal framing or concrete foot-
ings (rat walls). By only using pre-treated wood that is just laid di-
rectly on the ground, vermin can simply dig a tunnel into your avi-
ary. 1f you have a concrete floor or rat walls, the wood can be se-
cured into the concrete and prevent the vermin from tunneling into
your aviary. In the land down under, Australia, several breeders use
something called rat walls. Rat walls are simply, concrete footings
that are poured several inches below and above the ground, This
should help prevent vermin from tunneling into the aviary. In my
existing outdoor aviary, 1 have the wood lying directly on the
ground. But, I have the wire mesh overhanging about 5 mches.
There, you dig a trench deep enough to place the overhanging wWIre
mesh into. Then, cover the mesh with the dirt. This particular avi-
ary has been in place for 3 years and has yet had a vermin invasion.
This could mean that the vermin do not want in the aviary or that
this technique actually works.

In my new aviary, I used concrete cinder blocks and concrete foot-
ings for my foundation. This aviary measures 10'x18x7". The con-



NFSS Bulletia May\June 2000 Page 14

crete footings are several inches below the surface. On top of the
cinder blocks is one layer of cap blocks. Cap blocks are solid con-
crete blocks that measure 4 inches high and are the same length and
width as the cinder blocks. Where this aviary is placed, my vard is
very uneven and I wanted {0 have at least one row of block showing
above ground. So, at the lowest part of the aviary foundation, it is
three blocks plus one cap block high and at the highest point of the
foundation, it 1s one block plus one cap block high. As you have
read, I have varying amounts of foundation under or above ground.
In some areas, the foundation measures 10 inches below ground and
in other areas, the foundation measures 5 inches below ground. |
found some old wire mesh lying around, so 1 used this on the floor
of the aviary. Idug up the grass around the inside parameter of the
aviary and laid down the 3 ft width sheets of wire mesh. Then, |

placed the grass back in place. I hope this keeps out those vermin!!
We'll see.

A most effective, but extreme measure of securing your aviary is us-
ing an electric fence consisting of 2 strands of hot wire, just above
the ground. This should zap those slithering pains in the rear, or
what you probably call snakes. You can also place the hot wires
about 3 ft off the ground, and encasing the parameter to protect
against the larger vermin. Poison and traps are also used around the
outside parameters, buf you must make sure your houschold pets,
such as dogs and cats, cannot get 1n contact with this stuff.  Also,
please be sure to keep children away from the most recently dis-
cussed techniques.

The Aviary Fraime

By, using only one layer of ¥ x ¥ inch wire mesh is fine, but are
your birds safe? There could be raccoons, cats, or opossums lurking
around and an unsuspecting bird, which 1s just sunbathing and not
paying altention to its surroundings, could have feathers or limbs
bitten or ripped off by a predator. Not only that, mice and maybe
snakes can squeeze their way through this sized mesh. You say,
"why don't you just use ¥a x ¥a mesh.” Well, | have heard folks talk-
ing about mice getting through mesh of that size. 1 have always
heard if 2 mouse or snake can get its head through, then it can fit its
whole body through. One solution in keeping those mice or snakes
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out, is to place 2 ft metal flashing around the bottom outside or 1n-
side of the aviary. This can help deter those snakes from shthenng
in, or those mice from crawling through. By the way, you could aiso
place metal flashing below ground, around the foundation of the avi-
ary. This would help keep vermin from digging their way into the
aviary. Another solution is to use two layers of wire mesh. Saying
that the aviary frame is 2x4, you can place one layer of mesh on one
side of the stud and the other layer of mesh on the opposite side. By
doing this, the raccoon, cat, or opossum cannot grab at that resting
bird. It acts as a double barrier between the birds and the outside
world. This is an important factor when you have birds that like to
hang on the sides, such as parrots or mousebirds. Also, if your prob-
lem makers are bees, wasp, hornets, etc., you can use door screen on
your aviary. You can apply this by simply stapling the screen to the
aviary frame. I would suggest not using this screen as the only bar-
rier between your birds and the outside, because the screen is easily
ripped. I wished I had known about this technique a few years back,
because I had a problem with yellow jackets getting into the birds'
egg food. The yellow jackets never harmed the birds. Luckily, I
was patient enough to watch and follow them back to their hive/nest
and which I poured gasoline on it. Then, 1 set it on fire. Twould not
try this without having running water handy or I would not do this
on s windy day as {lames can spread very quickly.

As explained in Part 1 of my article, T cut 2-3 inch strips of mesh
and made inte roughly a 90-degree angle and stapled this into every
corner of the aviary. Whether it 1s where the frame meets a build-
ing, where the roof and walls meet, or on the corners of where the
mesh is stapled to the studs. Heck, everywhere. If you can pass
your pinkie finger through it, it needs to be covered up. Any open-
ing to the outside needs to be covered, if not by mesh then some-
thing.

Some of these techniques are costly, but you must weigh your op-
tions. Ask yourself, "do I need to buy those extra of gouldians or
could 1 use that money to help secure the stock 1 already have?” 1
must stress that the techniques discussed, in this article, are from
breeders’ experiences. Some techniques have been used for years,
while others have been recently constructed. Tam sure there will be
faults found in some of the techniques, but what may work for one
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person, may not work for the next. If all fails, go out and buy a dog.
They should scare away any predators.  But, vou must also train
them not to mess with your aviary, They may never show an mter-
est n your birds, until one day, you come home and find a tunnel
leading nto your aviary, a dog with a dirty snout, hapmly wagging
its tail, while at the same time, sitting right next to you and the tun-
nel it has just dug.

If you have Internet access, 1 can be reached at
FNCHESnAL@aol com or you can visit my web page at
www. geocities.com/fnchesnal/myfinchsoftbillpage htmi

Billy Cochran
Bmingham, AL

CLASSIFIED ADS

Advertising (display ads}, Inside cover $306/yr or $70/ssue. Full Page $2006/yr or
$50/issue. 1/2 page $120/yr or $30/issue. 174 page 380/yr ot $20/ssue. Web site
advertising $100/yr, $50/yr for Inside cover advertisers. Classified ads are $.25 per
word for NFSS members and $.30 per word for non-NFSS members. Classifieds
are also posted fo the web site at no additional charge.

For Sale: Glossy Starling pair {greater blue-eared). $275.00.
New 5'x3' cage with supplies also available. Contact Lisa McMillan at
309-441-6884 or lisa{@arcsupport.com.

Wanted: New Bloodlines-{ Forbes) Blue Breasted Parrot Finches, Fairy Bluebirds,
Red Crested Cardinals, Luzon Bleeding Heart Doves, Cape Doves, and Yellow/
Red Diamond Doves.

Daniel Almaguer, 407-894-3808 or DRAfinchi@aol.com

For Sale: Diamond Firetails, Red & Yellow Rump
Jim Hodgson—Texas (B17)421-8615 or hodgsonkeller@es.com
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- Nyder Newred Flghis and Caget

Customers Rate Fcotone Ak

~ as 3 safe epvironmant

» providing effective continment

» in a low-stress

~ spaciaus natural secting

+ beautifully designed

« for smail to mid-sired birds:
hookbills, softbills, finches

Qur New Models Offer
= Soft newed walls

17! color combinations
= new designs in wood

* 3 models and 11 sizes
+ fow maintenance

« easy cleaning

We Are The Best Value Arcund
= ynobstrucred view of birds

+ fult range of options

» customized designg

= gires o T X SW x 6'M

« prices from $409.95
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Avian Conversations (Continued) K
Tom Rigs & Ross Bishop L

THE AVIAN DESERT

Ross: Sometimes someone can make a small comment that opens up
whole avenues in our thinking. That happened to me with a com-
ment by Dr. Terry Martin, an Austrahia veterinarian. What he said
really struck me. Now, | know a lot of people who keep finches and
softbills struggle with creating the right conditions for their birds,
and often cannot figure out why some birds don’t breed.

In Australia, Grass Parakeets are found distributed through much of
the country. Not every species is found all over the country, how-
ever. As you may know, Australia ranges from deep thick rain forest
in the North to totally parched and dry open land in the outback,
with almost every possible variation found in between. Most of the
country Is hot and dry. Various species of Grass Parakeets find envi-
ronments suitable for them and localize in those places. So, although
(irass Parakeets are found throughout most of the country, that is not
true for every species.

People in the U.S. and Europe who breed Grass Parakeets have
found some significant differences in the various species reproduc-
tive successes depending on climate. For example, Splendids breed
better here in the arid and dry Scuthwest than on the coast. With
other species it’s the opposite. And, of course, there are notable ex-
ceptions which throw the whole theory into a hand basket, but on the
whole, the theory seems to hold true.

OK, that leads me to Dr. Martin’s comment. Terry has raised and
shown finches for a long time. So he's a rare avian vet who 15 knowl-
edgeable about finches. Anyway, the thing he said that struck me
was “Remember that Australia is a hot dry country - so if you keep
your birds in a desert they often remain healthier. That is why Aus-
tralian birds are so successful as pet birds, pet owners always keep
them n deserts!”

Kaboom! It hit me. Our homes are warm and dry. Many people
keep their birds indoors - in virtual deserts. I went to my indoor avi-
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ary and looked at my Tricolors and other Munias - notoriously diffi-
cult to breed here. | thought about their home in southeast Asia, 1n
the rice fields and reed beds. In Java when you get up in the morning
the humidity in the air is so thick you could almost cut it. When the
sun comes out 1t gets quite hot. Your clothes stick to you m minutes.
These are the conditions you need for growing rice, reeds and obvi-
ously, Munias. And, here they are in my warm {not hot) and com-
paratively dry, aviary {indoor desert).

Speaking of arnficial environments, that brings up another subject,
rephicating natural daylight hours. Most of the birds we keep are
southern hemisphere birds and because the seasons there are oppo-
site, the natural light cycle is different than ours. I don't know if our
birds are changing because they are bom and raised n the Northern
hemisphere, but  have noticed a marked change in my birds since 1
started paying more atiention to their nateral pafterns.

During the summer most of my birds are in the outdoor aviary, so 1
can’t do much about things there. But, when I bring them n during
the fall and winter | do pay attention to their natural light cycles. I
asked Benjamin Whitworth, one of the Australian members of the
finchlovers email lst to obtain sunrise and sunset hours for Australia
for us, and he was kind enough to do so. The times are for Brisbane
{(and they are rough averages), but they will give you a general idea
of the light ¢ycle your birds would be on if they were living in the
wild (these numbers are not corrected for daylight savings time):

Average Daylight Hours for Brisbane Australia

MONTH Sunrise | Sunset MONTH Sunrise | Sunset
January 5:00 6:45 | July 6:35 5:10
February 525 6:35  { August 6:20 5:25
March 5:45 6:10 | September 5:50 5:35
Apri] 6:00 5:35 | October 5:15 5:50
May 6:20 5:10 iNovember 4:50 6:15
June 6:35 5:00  [December 4:45 6:35
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To the extent that you can control the hours of daylight, I do believe
that birds do respond best to their natural conditions.

TOXINS

Tom: Toxins are out there and they can be absolutely disastrous.
What | avoid like the plague is pesticides of any kind. They can get
around in the oddest places. I remember a situation with the Birds of
Paradise at a major zoo. They developed an ant problem in the avi-
ary and the curator asked the pest control person to do something
about it. Five days later the Birds of Paradise began to show symp-
toms of poisoning and eventually died. They had apparently picked
up the ants or the poison had gotten into their water - something.
This process was supposed to be completely safe and professionally
applied. Ihave also been fortunate in that 1 have never had an infes-
tation of mites or anything like that. I think that this is because my
aviary sanitation is good. I have had mice come into the bird room
on two occasions. | will not poison them, I live trap them. All you
need is one grain of poison to get into the aviary and plop! You’ve
got a dead bird.

Ross: The nsk from pesticides comes in a couple of ways. The most
potent 1s usuaily 1n trying to treat the invasion of some pest into the
aviary like bugs or mice. The caution here is to be really careful not
only about where you put the chemical agent but also how and
where it might migrate. Stuff gets into the air, you can carry it on
your clothing or shoes, pets can transfer it around - you have to be
really careful because that which is unexpected or unplanned often
happens with disastrous resuits. Those things are almost impossible
to frace, too. Even if the bird does not die immediately, it’s immune
system can be compromised, it gets a respiratory infection and dies
or stops breeding and you will never know the cause. In addition to
chenucals, some foods are dangerous to birds. Amongst these are
chocolate, avocado, rhubarb, caffeine, alcohol, apple sceds, the pits
of cherries, plums and apricots and possibly onions {although the
Jury is stifl out on this one). Peanuts, although not dangerous them-
selves, often carry a fungus that can be fatal to birds.

Although this is not a dircct risk, something that is not well under-
stood 1s that birds do not have the enzymes necessary to break down
lactose and digest milk sugar. Milk sugar, being essentially non di-
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gestible to birds, will cause an upset in their digestive systems. This
generally manifests itself through diarrhea. I understand that in the
“pld” days people used to feed birds bread soaked in milk, and 1
guess some of that habit still carries over today.

Dr. Alicia McWatters points out that the milk sugar in cheese 1s bro-
ken down somewhat by the enzymes produced by the bacteria used
to make cheese, but cheese still contains 20%-50% mulk fat, there-
fore it should be fed in moderation. Yogurt and kefir are much better
choices because they are cultured dairy products (the milk sugar 1s
already digested) and provide live beneficial bacteria, which 1s help-
ful to a bird's intestinal health and immune system:. The reason 1
bring this up is that these two are also excellent sources of calcium,
For optimum benefit, purchase “live” yogurt and kefir, pasteurized
before culturing, plain, and without added sugar.

Another place to be careful of chemicals is in our food supply.
These days fruits and vegetables are treated with all manner of pesti-
cides, fungicides, hormones and herbicides and then after they are
picked they are treated with dyes, waxes and heaven knows what
else. I just don’t want my bird’s ingesting that swff. I find it rather
amazing that even though certain chemicals have been banned, they
still tum up in our food supply. Also, I think that people would be
uneasy if they realized just how little of our food is ever actually
tested or inspected,

Consumer Reports has studied the levels of pesticide residues in
fruit and produce over the last seven years and the results are dis-
turbing (Consumer Reports, March, 1999). Consumer Reports fo-
cused on the effects {o children because of their small body size, de-
veloping nervous systems and because cancer Kills more children
under 14 than any other disease. They become the proverhal
“canary in the coal mine” for the rest of us. Consumer Reports’ re-
searchers wrote: “It is surprisingly easy for children to eat fresh
fruits and vegetables with unacceptable levels of some especially
toxic pesticides.” According to Consumer Reports the foods to be
especially careful about are: apples, grapes, green beans, peaches,
pears, spinach and winter squash. This 1s largely because current
production techniques of these crops “require’” heavy pesticide use.
Plus, because of “budget constraints” (read: pelitical pressure from
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chemical manufacturers and large growers) governmental inspec-
tions of fruit and produce has been drastically curtailed. The effects
of toxic chemicals are more profound on birds than on you
{especially on young birds). EPA standards of allowable toxicity are
set for human, not bird, standards. The lefrover pesticide on the zuc-
chini you bought at the supermarket may not be considered harmful
10 you, but we cannot say the same for your birds.

Besides, there 1s a raging debate at the moment as to whether current
EPA/FDA standards allow too much pesticide to be passed on to us
in our food (remember, the effects of these chemicals are cumula-
tive). Some people attribute this problem to the fact that there has
been a virtual revolving door for executives between Monsanto, one
of the biggest producers of food chemicals and the FDA. In any
case, Consumer Reports found a number of banned (illegal) chemi-
cals were still being used, especially on spinach. In an interesting
twist, 1mported fruit and produce generally fared much better than
American grown. American produced fruits and vegetables often
carried 10 times the chemical residue of imported products like
peaches, apples and winter squash.

Research consistently shows virmally no chemical residue in organic
products. One FDA  admunistrator (a former chemical industry em-
ployee) has been trashing organic produce because manure is often
used as organic fertilizer. His claims have been shown to be un-
founded. But in any case, since there is always the risk of residue on
any fresh food, be sure to clean any fruit or vegetable, no matter the
source. Unfortunately the chemicals often used in traditional agricul-
ture penetrate bencath the skin, and cannot be washed away. To be
safe, peel everything you can. [ do this especially for the birds be-
cause they are so much more sensitive to even tiny doses of chemi-
cal toxins. During the summer we grow our own greens and fruit. 1
also make it a point to always spray the external surface of any fruit
or vegetable with an organic cieaner - | use Oxyfresh’s Cleansing
Gel. We eat largely organic, and that is how we feed our birds. 1 fig-
ure the cost is worth the difference because 1 haven’t had to pay a
doctor bill in ten years. Similarly, our vet bills are almost non-
existent. 1 can buy a lot of organic veggies for the price of one vet
visit (especially with vet costs these days!} Dr. Alicia McWatters
has written a good introductory article about basic nutrition and or-
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ganic food at http:f’fwww.parmthouse.comforgam’c.html. You
might want to ¢heck 1t out.

Tom: 1 agree. 1 feed organic whenever 1 can. Meaning when it is
available and when it will not bankrupt me. But regardless, all of my
fruit, vegetables or greens get thoroughly cleaned. Now that 1 have
Oxyfresh T use that, but you can also soak things in a solution of
vinegar water for a few minutes. This supposedly helps cut the oi
that a toxic cherical is carried in. Then 1 rinse it three times. 1 will
say this, | have never had a problem that ] could race to food pesti-
cides.

Ross: A bird’s respiratory and circulatory systems are different
from ours. They are much more efficient. A bird exchanges gas (ain}
more frequently and more efficiently that you do. A bird’s metabo-
lism is considerably higher than ours. Thus chemicals in the food or
fumes in the air will be taken in faster and absorbed in a much
greater proportion than for you or me. Their smaller body mass
means a greater sensifivity to even small doses of chemicais. That’s
why canaries were so uscful in coal mines. Plus, remember that fly-
ing is an incredibly aerobic exercise so a bird absorbs significantly
greater (proportionally) quantities of air than we do even at our peak
exercise states (and of course we all reach those regularly!). All of
this places the bird at far greater risk of foxic poisoning. So, just be-
cause bleach fumes or some cleaner’s smell doesn’t bother you, it
does not mean that they are not affecting your birds. And, remem-
ber, these effects are cumulative! You can walk into a kitchen and
turn off a burning Teflon® pan and be relatively unharmed. Those
same fumes will kill a bird in the other comer of the house.

Tom: Teflon® is a toxin to be extremely concerned about. A Tef-
lon® pan left to burn on the stove will quickly create a plume of gas
that will kill every bird it touches. It’s never happened to me, but 1
had a friend who kept his canaries in the kitchen and did the Teflon
thing one day and - no more canaries!

Ross: Somebody said that there were only two kinds of cooks:
Those who have already burned a Teflon pan and those who will. 1
used to think it was just a burning Teflon® pan that was dangerous.
Dr. Margaret A. Wissman, DVM, DARP, advises: However, even
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with normal usage, some fumes may also be released, so non-stick
cookware, drip pans, irons, ironing board covers and heat -lamps
with a PTFE coating should not be used around birds. Dr . Wissman
goes on to speak of other toxic dangers: Passive inhalation of ciga-
rette, cigar and pipe smoke can cause chronic eye problems, skin ir-
ritation and respiratory disease. Birds that live in homes with smok-
ers may develop coughing, sneezing, sinusifis and conjunctivitis,
which may resolve spontaneously, if the bird 1s moved te a lecation
free of smoke. Some birds esposed to chronic second-hand smoke
will develop secondary bacterial infections, as well, which can prove
fatal. Many common disinfectants and houschold cleaning agents
release fumes that can be toxic or fatal to birds. Chiorine bleach,
phenols and ammonia can all have dangerous vapors that can cause
irriation, foxicosis and even death. Common household aerosel
products, such as perfume, deodorant and hairspray, can cause respi-
ratory problems in birds. They may cause severe inflammation and
difficulty breathing, and after large or direct exposure, death can oc-
cur. Any pump spray or acrosol using a propeilant can be dangerous
to birds, and these should not be used around birds. Natural gas
leaks can cause sudden death in birds. Any type of heater, used im-
properly or with inadequate ventilation can be deadly to birds. Car-
bon monoxide, an odorless, colorless and tasteless gas, can also be
fatal to birds. Anyone with pet birds should have a working carbon
monoxide monitoring device in the home, preferably in the room
where the birds are kept. Second-hand smoke from marijuana can
also cause severe depression and regurgitation. . .

(www tampa-online.comicarus)

So, fair warning to ali you potheads from Dr. Wissman!

To be continued next issue.

Awards Manager

Ginny Allen has been the Awards Manager for more years than she
originally agreed to, but has decided it is time for her to tumn position
over to another volunieer. If you think you may be able to help
NFSS by filling this position please contact Ginny at
gndallen@earthlink.net or (334) 749-7168 for more details.
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Special Election Ballot
NEFSS Treasurer

We are pleased to announce this opportunity for the membership of
the NFSS to vote for the office of Treasurer. The only nomince for
the position at this time is Bobbi Keenan of Florida. Write-in candi-
dates are, of course, welcome.

Be sure to include your name and NFSS member number
or your vote may not be counted.

Any NFSS member can vote, but that vote is limited to one per
member. You may use the form below or simply include the infor-
mation below on a letter or posteard and mail to Steve Hoppin at the
address below.

Ballots must be postmarked by July 20, 2000

Ballot for the position of NFSS Treasurer

Your Name:

NFSS Membership Number:

Circle the candidates name or provide a wiite-in:
Candidate: Bobbi Keenan

Write in:

Must be postmarked by July 20, 2000

Mait to: Steve Hoppin
NFSS Election Committee Chairperson
3836 Hidden Acres Circle
North ¥t. Myers, 1. 33903
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NFSS Raftle

Check here for your chance
fo win. See page next page
for tickets and page 38 for

more exciting details.

How it works:
Pull out this page containing the raffle tickets.
Fill in your name, phone #, NFSS #, and signature.
Include a check in US Funds in the amount due made out to
NFSS.
Cost per ticket is 51
Mail completed raffle tickets and check to

RAFFLE TICKETS

Kerri McCoy

NFSS Fundraising Coordmator

3327 Aberdeen Avenue

Burlington, Ontario, Canada L7M 3Y4
OR

Harry Bryant

NFSS Webmaster

37212 Butternut Ridge

Elyria, Ohio 44035-8544

Questions?

kerri mecoy@sympatico.ca
or phone {905) 319-0680
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NFSS Raffle  $1.00 (US)

Name:

Phone: NFSS #

{ am a current NESS member and I understand that should 1 be the winner
of the NFSS Raffle, | assame all costs associated with shipping should it
he deemed necessary and that NFSS aud donator are not liable for any
losses or tHnesses that may occur.

Signed:

Oficers and Board Members of the NESS, and their family members, are not eligibie for this rafhe.

NFSS Raffle  $1.00 (US)

Name:

Phone: NIFSS#

{ am a current NFSS member and 1 understand that should I be the winner
of the NFSS Raffle, I assume all costs associated with shipping should it
be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not lisble for any
losses or ilinesses that may occur.

Signed:

Offieers and Board Members of the NFSS, and their family members, are not eligible for this raffle.

NFSS Raffle  $1.00 (US)

Name:

Phone: _ NFSS#

1 am a current NFSS member and I understand that should 1 be the winner
of the NFSS Raffle, I assume all costs associated with shipping should it
be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not hable for any
losses or illnesses that may occur,

Signed:

Oificers and Board Members of the NEFSS, and wheir fumaly members, are ot chigible for vhis ratflc.
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NFSS Rafile  $1.00 (US)

Name:

Phone: NFSS#

I am a current NFSS member and [ understand that should 1 be the winner
of the NFSS Raffle, I assume all costs associated with shipping should it
be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not Hable for any
losses or illnesses that may occur.

Signed:

Officers and Board Members o the NFSS, and thelr family mocsmbers, are not eligible for this raffle.

NESS Raffle  $1.60 (US)

Niame:

Phone: NESS #

1 am a current NFSS member and 1 understand that should 1 be the winner
of the NFSS Raffle, T assume all costs associated with shipping should it
be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not liable for any
losses or ilinesses that may occur.

Signed:

Officers and Board Mernbers of the NFSS, and their family members, are not eligible for this mffle.

NFSS Raffle  $1.60 (US)

Name:

Phone: NFSS #

1 am a current NESS member and I understand that should Tbe the winner
of the NFSS Raffle, T assume all costs associated with shipping should it
be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not liable for any
losses or ilinesses that may occur.

Signed:

Officers and Board Members of the NESS, and their family members, are not eligible for this raffle,
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NESS Raffle  $1.00 (US)

Name:

Phone: NESS #

1 am a current NFSS member and I understand that should 1 be the winner
of the NFSS Raffle, I assume all costs associated with shipping should it
be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not liable for any
losses or ilinesses that may ocour,

Stgned:

Officers and Board Menbers of the NFSS, and their family members, are not eligible for this reffle.

NESS Raffle  $1.00 (US)

Name:

Phone: NFSS #

I am a current NFSS member and I understand that should I be the winner
of the NFSS Raffle, | assume all costs associated with shipping should it
be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not Hable for any
losses or ilinesses that may occur.

Signed:

Officers and Board Members of the NFSS_ and thelr f2mily members, are nat ghgible for this raffle.

NFSS Raffle  $1.00 (US)

Name:

Phone: NFSS #

I am a current NFSS member and I understand that should I be the winner
of the NESS Raffle, | assume all costs associated with shipping should 3t
be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donater are not lHable for any
losses or ilinesses that may occur,

Signed:

Officers and Board Members of the NESS, and their family members, are not eligitle for this rffle.
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NFSS Raffle  $1.00 (US)

Phone: NFRS #

[ am a current NFSS member and 1 understand that should I be the winner
of the NFSS Raffle, { assume all costs associated with shipping should it
be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not lable for any
losses or illnesses that may occur.

Signed:

Officers and Board Members of the NFSS, and their fanmly menthers, are ot eligible for this raffle.

NFSS Raffte  $1.00 (US)

Name:

Phone: NFSS #

1 am a current NFSS member and ! understand that should [ be the winner
of the NFSS Raffle, 1 assume all costs associated with shipping should it
e deerned necessary and that NFSS and donator are not liable for any
losses or ilinesses that may occur.

Signed:

Officers and Board Mewbers of the NFSS, and their famnily menbers, are 5ol eligible for this valfie,

NFSS Raffle  $1.00 (US)

Name:

Phone: NESS #

[ am a current NFSS member and I understand that should [ be the winner
of the NESS Raffle, | assume all costs associated with shipping should 1t
be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not liable for any
losses or illnesses that may occur.

Signed:

Otficers and Board Members of the NESS, and their farmily members, are not ebgible for this raffle,
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Fundraising Raffle #1 Prizes

Pair of Forbes Parrot Finches (Donated by Vince Moase)
Pair of Painted Firetail Finches (Donated by Kerri McCoy)
Pair of Japanese Society Finches (Ino hen and split Ino
chocolate male) (Donated by Garrie Landry)

Rattes and Regulations;

Raffle is open to NFSS mernbers ONLY. Your membership must be current for
you to be eligible to win. {(Not a member? Click here for an application to join
usiy

You may enter as many times as you would like, however, you can only win one
prize per raffle. Photocopies of tickets may be made, or for convenience addi-
tional tickets are avatiable for printing at the NFSS Website

Make sure to write your name, phone number, NFSS number and gignature under
disclairzer on BACH raffle ticket. Tickets mailed in without above information
will not be included in raffle. Tickets must be signed to be valid,

Firgt name drawn will have first choice of birds offered for raffle; 2™ and 3™ will
follow suit. Winners will be notified by phone and will have their names posted
on the NFSS Website.

Winner is responsible for any and all costs associated with shipping birds if that
is deemed necessary. Particulars regarding shipping will be worked out with do-
nator and raffle winner.

Due to the generosity of the donators, losses that may or may not be incurred dur-
ing shipping and upon receipt will be at the winner's risk.

NFSS assumes no Lability whatsoever in the event casualty or illness in raffle
Hems oceurs.

Raffle #1 will run during March/April and May/Junc issues of NFSS Bulletin.
Drawing date for Raffle #1 will be on July 1, 2000,

Raffle #2 will run during July/August and Sept/October issues of NFSS Builetin.
Winners for Raffle #2 will be announced at the National Cage Bird Show in mid-
November. Exact date of drawing forthcoming, Hems available for Raffle #2 will
also be forthcoming,

Officers and Board Mernbers of the NFSS, and their family members, are not
eligible for this raffle.

Questions?
kerrl moeoyREsympatico. ca
or phone (903) 319-0680
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Breeding with the Seasons
by James R. Casey

IR T A

T would like to share with you some thoughts on breeding your
finches. Iam an apartment breeder and some of my techniques may
not go along with some of you. I have found some major advan-
tages to breeding finches with the seasons.

After reading many book, articles and documentaries about bird be-
havior I noticed some very distinct behavioral patterns develop with
my flock. As I started to breed my exotic finches 1 noticed over
time that finches breed best in the spring, starting with late March
and going until late August. It is the time of the year that their bod-
ies prepare properly for the upcoming event. When 1 keep my
finches resting during the winter I see them much drained from the
breading season. Even if they have not been actually breading dur-
ing this time. 1 find that during the winter they need to replace a lot
of minerals especially calcium which I supplement in the drinking
water with Calcivet from Vetafarms. Once late March arrives 1 put
my breeding pairs in banks of breeding cages with external nesting
hoxes. I let each pair raise 3 separate clutches during this time pe-
riod. After late August I put them back in the aviary with no nests
whatsoever.

I noticed that when I had kept nests in my aviary it really put a lot of
stress on the whole flock. When the finches notice a nest it appears
this triggers a nesting cycle. My birds all seemed to weaken even
more and caused a lot of feather pulling and pecking. Once [ re-
moved all the nests the flock began to calm way down and get along
together, 12am using my time now to let the flock recover and get
ready to start it all again.

Everyone wants to have more exotic finches, but breeding all year
for me actually lowered the yield of chicks. The way I have it fig-
ured now I can take one pair and breed them and at worst at 2 eggs
per clutch x 3 clutches have 6 new members to my flock. ieven had
a case of 6 eggs per clutch x 3 clutches and have 18 young.  When
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1 left nests in my aviary all year 1 found a much, much lower in-
crease. 1 would say 2 to 3 young raised successfully and my breed-
ers totally drained and depleted all vear.

I have read many a book that tells you some exotics need to breed
the winter and 3 separate time per year. 1 have not found this to be
true. Until | started getting in syne with our seasons in the Unites
States | had little success. 1 do not know how many others of vou
have the conditions § have. Statistically speaking from both a health
standpoint and successful breeding with many healthy young and
parents I urge you all to go with the flow!

Thank You,
James R. Casey

“Awards Manager __

(irmy Allen has been the Awards Manager for more years than she
originally agreed to, but has decided it 1s time for her to turn position
over to another volunteer. If you think you may be able to help
NFSS by filling this position please contact Ginny at
gndallenf@earthlink net or (334) 749-7168 for more details.

The ESTRILDIAN

The ESTRILDIAN is produeed for the purpose of relating the most up to date information on
ali species belonging to the famity Estrildidae both in the wild and in capiivity. Within its
124 species are all of the Waxbills, Parrot Finches, Mannikins and Australian finches. "The
avieulturist and the scientist have much to offer eaeh other and the ESTRILDIAN brings
together ke-minded enthusiasts from around the world. The magazine is sent 1o 13 different
countrics ranging from Australia to Puerto Rico and has many leading Zoo's, Aviculturists
and Researchers as both members and contributors. With well over 100 members in the
USA, we have now been able to reduce our overseas subseription rates.

12 months subscription is £15 Sterling; USA 330 personal check accepted
BESTRILDID FORUM
18, Gable Terrace, Wheatley Hill, County Durham, DHO 3T
ENGLAND
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DISCOVER

MOTHER NATURE'S SECRET

At hist! Bird Reslih grodustt el witk with Mother Natuze's own
yrnigue Dealing pawers! We cany b exiensive selociion of Natatal
Pronfuis desigoed (o improve the hieahl of your hinds
wid [k are reasoaaity

- T

FCe
Lal

Sorcirdicrng fos Matsrvel Solistivrss fo Lird (Geesith
The Avian Maodicine Chest'™ is dedicated to the provention
and rermedy of ioess in birds through the wse oft
» heths - minerals ¢ vitaming and «© healing miciobisls.
« FEATHER PICKING? - BACTERIA PROBLEMS?
+ CITRONIC SICKNESS? « BREATHING PROBLEMS?
+ OQRGANICALLY CLEAN YOUR FACILITY?
« FUNGUS PROBLEMS?

Visit our detailed web site:

http://www.avianmedicinechest.com
Call: (712) 647-2079
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W‘scomm Welcomes Kaytees 10th Annual

ik xen.i
Reservslions mmsL e made by Aug

_ 2000 for group tele
My Call [E00- 2425405

Sat. Sept. 30th
and Oct. Ist 2000

At The Paper Valley Hote!

& Convention Cenber
5 J33 st Colepe Anvase
‘ ¢ Appimiory Wseonsa

180024 2-3499

[y

Cash Awsrds Dahusday only *
FIOO0.00 for best i1 show
. $500.00 for second App
k. $250.00 for thind
' BIOD00 for best #1 each o
k devisicn stot

For information Contact
Sl Zachow or
Bift Sibveuss
(BOBIFET-0454 i
e 5412 Baxter Ln Janesville WI 83546 3

All Bird Show Judges to be announced
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STATE

brtermel

Al

CA

CA

o

FL

GA

HI

A

MA

ME

Affiliated Clubs 2000

3.
A A e

CLUB NAME DELEGATE CONTACTH

First Internet Bind Club MyTa Markley 314-362-93%0
president@bird-club.org

Central Alabaaa Aviculiural Margie Lanier 334-567-4073

Society randy Hamindspring.com

Central California Cage Richard Pizzumoe A08-927-5734

Bird Club niones 71 18{@aok.com

Fich Society of Satly Huntinglon 8584579423

San Diego huuntingtor-centeri@workdnetatinet

Santa Clara Valley Canary Richard Pirrurra 408-927.0734

and Exotic Bid Club dereen]23(@earthlink pet

Rocky M. Soc, of Avi. (Henda Pullum 303-937-1458

Colorbred Canary Club Nora Trincado 305-255-2661

of Miarm

Suncoost Avian Soc. Inc. Joe Ventimiglia T27-392-9391

Southeast Bird Fancrers Cimny Allen {none histed)

gndatleni@earthiink net

Honolulu Canary ard Elaise Slimekawa  B08-521.5544

Fieh Club alal8Rd@acl.com

Mid America Cagebird Soc. Rhoda Shirley 515-243-1511

(irtr Chicago Cagebird Club Jane Muscato Jamjdm923@aoh.cam

Blini Bird Fanciers Tom Rood 237-774-3263
tiroodi@bmmhrel.com

National Institute of Red Steve Hopman 815-469-8455

Qraage Canaries, Inc. birdhep@aol.com

Massachuseits Cagebird Kathleen Viewsg 617-4989-208%

Assaciation viewep@roonewengland.com

Raltirmore 3ird Faneiers Dorothy Haynes 416-256-9326

Dorothy Haynes drhaynesubmail.ubalt.edu



NFSS Bulletin May/Tune 2000 Page 37

Ml Crear Lakes Aviculitzsl Disna Hugo H6-RADAEGE
Suciety hygoftiserv.anet

LS fyreazer Kansas Civy Nuw Hang $E6.331.3285
Avicuitural Socie sihaasi@moasiske net

MO Featt of America Fari Courgs £16-554-3922

Hookbiil Socety

MO Midwest Zebrasnd  Nim Haag 816-311-5285
Sueiety Finel {lub sihaasi@moasiske.set
MO Migsaeri Cage g Clab Rich Dickman H16-02R- 3434

skdatl@aceessus.net

N New Mexico Bird Clsb, Inc. Ciail Ranshaw 5088221483
rENSEW{EISWe. com
Ol Toledo Bird Association Rick Yunker 419-691.9432
ryurkerffBuo{si2 toledo.cda
OK Bird Fanciers of OK Tom Resse! 580-332-6254
OR Finch Connection Bird Club Pauia Flansen SO3-581-8208
PA Creater Pitsburgh Margie Jonner 412-795-1904
Cage Bird Society pparrots@gateway.net
PR Organizacion Puertomiguena Rafaei Suarez TRT-T52-4433
De Aves BExoticas Lixdmed@izcl.com
™ SETN Avicukural Soctery Janwet Burreit 423.472.1366
TX Canzry and Fiach Soctety Margie McBrayer 281-338-2814
X Fort Worth Bird Club Clarence Cuiwell 817-220-5368
culwell53@Aash.net
X Texas Bird Breeders and Clarence Culwell 817-220-5568
Fanciers Association culweliS@flash.net
VA Peninsuia Caged Bird Soc, Murizn Rogers T57-484.6001
dickivy{@two-rivers.com
WE Badger Canary Fanciers Sue Feldstemn 262-965-5362
Wi WLN.G.S. Bird Society Caro] Delisle GOB-427-6674

hincstZiticon.net
Canada  Essex-Kent Cage Bird Soc, Alfred Mion 519-948-0308

End
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Shows and Events 2000

For corrections or additions, please contact me & stevepoc@mindspring.com or the
address/phone on page § of this bulictin,

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Showr

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

June 3 HEni Bird Fanciers

Judge:  Tom Rood

Aug 3 Midwest Zchra & Society Finch
Judge:  Charlic Anchor

Aug 5-6 Sun Coast Avian Socicty, Inc.
Judge: TBA

Sct 2-3  Central AL Avicultural Socicty
Judge:  TBA

Sep 23 New Mexico Bird Club, Inc.
Judge:  Dennis Lewis

Sep 30 Badger Canary Club

Judge:  Tom Reood

Sep 30-Oct | Toledo Bird Association
Judge:  Charlie Anchor

Get W.IN.G.S. Bird Society
Judge: TBA

Qct 7 Fort Worth Bird Club

Judge:  Charlie Anchor

Oct 7 The Finch Connection

Judge:  Charlie Anchor

Qct 13 Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
Judges:  Vincent Moase and Sam Crabbe
Oct 14 Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma
Judge:  Laura Bewley

Oct 14 Essex-Kent Cagebird Society

Judge:

Vincent Moase and Sam Crabbe

Sheibyville, L,

4-1 Buiiding

L.ocation not confirmed

St. Petersburg, FL

Montgomery, AL

Albugucrgue, NM

Applcton, W1

Tolcdo, OH

Applcton, WI

Colleyvitle, TX

Colleyville, TX

Windsor, Ontario

OKC, OK

Windsor, Ontario




NESS Bulletin

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

how:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

Show:

End

(e 14
Judge:

Oct 14
Tudge:
Ort 21

Judge

Cet 29
Judge:

Oct 1t
Judge:

Qct 28
Judge

Nov 4
Jadge

Nov 4
Judge:

Nowv 4
Judge:

Nov 4
Judpe:

Nov 4.5
Judge:

hNov 4
Judge:

Nov 16
Judpe:

MNov 25
Judge:

Nev 23
Judge:

Pec 1.3

May/tune 2000

Muassachusetts Cage Bird Society
Nope hsted

Mid Ameriea Cage Bird Society
Tar: Rood

Haltinwore Bird Fanciers

Miky Sparzak

Great Lakes Aviculral Society
Claresce Cubweli

Greater Kansas City Avicultural Soc.

Harokd Bowles

Canary and Finch Society
Pale Lalrd

Central CA Cagebird Club
Clayion Jones

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
Steven Hoppin

Greater Pitsburgh Cage Bird Soc.
Conrad Memert

Missourt Cagebird Association
TBA

Rocky Mountain See. of Aviculture
TBA

Texas Bird Breeders & Fanciers
Martha Wigmore

Page 39

Bellingham, MA
Pies Mowmes, A
Rockford, Ml
rvisséifiant.eotn
Harrisonville, MO
League City, TX
Maodesto, CA
Harvey, L
Monroeville, PA
Days Inn, Eurcks, MO
Derver, CO

Tewple, TX

Organizacion Puertorriquena de Aves Exotieas

TBA

Natl Inst of Red Orange Canarics
Dale Lawrd

Cartbe Hilton, PR

Elk Grove Village, IL

Santa Clara Valiey Canary & Exotic Bird Club

Witliam Parlee

Colorbred Canary Club of Miami

Santa Clara, CA

No location or judge
Hsted.
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NFSS Board of Directors 2000-2001

President - Date Laird

PO Box 2459, Goldenrod, FL 32733-2459
PhoneFax: {407y 657-7989

Emait): dalelfimagenet.net

Elected Officers

151 Vice President
Regiomal V. P.'s

Kerri Ann MceCoy

3327 Aberdeen Avenue
Bulington, Ontarie, Ca LIM3Y4
Phone. {905) 3190680

Fax: {505) 319-1863

Eanatl:
kerri.miccoy(@isypatio £1

2Znd Vice President
Publications

Marc Riva

163 Blire Count
{shawa, Ontano,
1LEK7V3, Canada
Phane: ($05) 576-1501
Fax: {905)436-9872
Email: rmarc@@n{ss.net

3rd Vice Prosident
FinchSave/Censas
Manager

Dagiel Almaguer

P.O. Box 333015

Orlando, F1. 32853.3043
Phone: {4{17) §94-3808

Fax: {4073 §94 6400

Email: DRAFinch@aol.com

4th Vice President
Judpes Pni, Stds/Research
Stephen Hoppin

3836 Hidden Acres Chcie
N. Ft. Myers, FL 33503
Phone: (941) 997-2237
Fax: (941) 997-NFSS
Ermaii:
r2finchs@pegupel.com

Mewmbership Director
Fileen Laird

PO Box 2459

Croldenred, FE 32733.2439
Phone/Fax: (407) 657-7989

Executive Sceretary
Annette Howard

Treasurer ProTem

Bobbi Keenan

909 5. 9th Street

Leesburg, FL 34748-6939
Phone: {352)787-8654
Fax: {352) 787-2087
Email fkeenani@digital pet

Lisison Officer

Club Pelegates, Show
Bates

Dianna Rubly

525 Pottsville Street

PO Box 52

Wicanisco, PA
170970052

Phone: 7T17-453-9G95
Email. beardend@epix.ne

Band Secretary
€arel Heesen

.0 Box 752
Riverbank, CA 93367
Plione: (209) B6%-2603
Fax: {200} 865-5987
Ematl:
carol@birds2grow.com

Presideat Emeritus
Withhare Pariee

431 Tajcouvitle Rd, Apl 4N
YVernon, T 86065

Phone (860} $69-0200
Ernail

BUIHTFDC T @0l com

Regional Vice Presidents

Regional Yiee President
Region } — Northeast
Christine Voronovich
38 Liberty Street
Manchester, UF 06040
Phone B60-649-8220

Regionazt Vice Prestdent
Region 2 — Southeast
Asmande Lee

P.O. Box B31238

Miami, FL. 33283

Phone (3053 270-1000
Fmail:
ajleeidbelisouthnet

Regional Vice President
Repien 3 — Mid-Central
Nita Haus

Raymore, MO 64083

Regionat Viee President
Region 4 — Midwest
Clarence Cuiwell

256 Horseshoe Drive
Springtown, TX 76082
Phone: (8173220-5568
Fmaik:
culwellSi@fash net
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Regional Vice President
Hegion 5- Mountain
Jim Noyman

R30I Navazo Strecs
Denver, CG

Phone: {3031 4276260

Regionat Vier Presideat
Repion 6 - Pacific Coast
Saily Huntington

5634 Camegie Streg:

San hepa, CA 92122
Phoane Fax: (X3583452.9423
Ematl: huntingtoncen:er
giwarldnet ailne

Regional Viee Presidest
ProTem

Region 7 - Caribbean
Hutio Mateo Sato

Calie 6F-10

Rexville

Bavameon, PR {0957

May/Tune 2000

Appainted Officers

FinchShoep Manager
Annette Howard
#0 Box 464

Safern, O 44464

Web Site Masaper
Harry Bryant

37212 Butwwrnet Ridge
Ehyrnia, OH 44035

ifmail stowehi@anl com

NFSS Editor

Steve Poe

4319 Ascot Road
Hephribah, GA 30815
Phone: {106 700.5262
Fax: {7063 7216828
Emait:
stevepoe(@mindspring.com

Page 41

Advertising and
Promations Manager
Danic Almagoer

PO Box 333013
Ostando, FLL 32853-3015
Phons: {4477 §94-3408
Fax: (317 894 6400
Emal:
DRAFnchizolcom

Awards Manager

ProFem}

Kersi Ann McCoy

3327 Aberdoen Avenue
Barlisgton, Omana, Ca LTMIY4
Phone. {905 319-0680

Fax: (905) 3159-18a5

Ervasd:

Kerrt mecoyi@sympatico.ca
Note: Please phone shead to
the destred party before tele.
faxing. Many individuals
share phone/fax lines or have
to set fax software o ma-
ching to receive.

Vg

gt ahls gaed withs ynec

" W@RID of BIRDS e,

Toevallel b Parukost Warld + Flngh & Conney Warkt -

"1 Fam subserlbing for twe years, please send 3 free copy
of the Bird Care Hendbook ond Resource Guide

"1 bwrouid like to order 3 copy of the Bird Care Hondbook .

and Resowree Gaiefe For $7.50 postpaid ($5.95 plus 3185 S&H}

For Fastest Service calt 1.800.864. 2500 {for grders only, please!)
Office/nquiries: {408) 655.3500 « Fax: {40B) 655.3950

Weh: hitpli fvewow. seacoasipub.cons » Emell: scacomi@scacoasipoboen

Farrol World

Subscribe Now and Join the Fan!

Yeou, | would fike to Subscribe to Your World of Birds?
] tyearfor 31995 Y 2years $38.95 ™1 Sample 35,50

chadk, My srfer, 33 rasid el ndne

Seacoast Publisthing « 850 Park Avenue + Monlerey, CA 93940

Hagazing

.A—

ralerige b
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NFSS Panel of Judges 2000-2001

ST L o M T T, LA ki e

it

Nizzm Al

13511 Fl4th Street

S, Ozone Park, NY 11420
Ermatl: veteS@aol.com

Charies Anchor
12384 Lawel Lane
Huntey 1. 66142
R47- 515- 1080

Laura Bewley

3538 5. 63 W Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74107
918-446-1999

Haroid Bowics

230 College Circle
Cedartown, GA 30123
Phone: T70-T48-4627
Fax: 770-748-3969

Jaeky Civitarese

1934 Church Road
Hagluymore, MD 21222
Phone/Fax: 4]0-282-4754
Einail: Lixdnw{acl.com

Charesee Calwell

250 Horseshoe Drve
Springtown, TX 76082
Phone: {817)220-3368
fmall cubwell3@ilashnet

Dr. Al Pecotesn

PO Box 369

Chrotor, MA G1450
Plone: 603-672-4568
Tax: 603-672-3170
Email; spbel@ack.con

Emaik:

Phone: (9413 997-2237
Fax: (941) 997-NFSS

Braren Decoteans

£9 Pleasantview Avenue
Stratford, CT 06497
Phone: 203.377-2049
Email: cddecol@aokcom

Juiie Duimstra

47261 NE 125h Place #1963
Portland, OR 97230
503-261-8788  Innail:
sudie. dutmstral@gle net

Cueeil Guaby

#1271 Rowte 1, Hwy, 54
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
Phore/Fax: 770-254-1261

Saily Huntiagton

5634 Camegie Street

San Diego, TA 92122
858-452-9423

Email: huntington-center
gworldret altpet

Ray Jobnsen

175 Stoneridge Way
Fayetteville, GA 30214
T3-461-8675

Clayton Jones

P {3 Box 266
Soguel CA 95073
Phone: 831-728-3676

Stephen Hoppin, Panel Chairman
1836 Hidden Acres Circle, No Fr Myers FL 33903

N2finchs@@peganet.com

tai M. Koontz

2604 Aubum Ot
Rakershield, CA 93306
Phone; 205-872-1063
Fax: BGS-634-1147
Emaik
Hkoontzidatsecurg.net

Joseph Rrader

2916 Alps Roud
Caorona, CA 91719
Phone: 909-272-6525

BPale Laird

P.O. Box 2459

Goldearod, FL 32733
Phone: 407-657-T989
Enail dalel2@prodigy.net

Armande Lee

P, Box R31238

Miami, FL 33283

Phone (305 210-1060
Emiall ajles@bolisouthnet

{reunis 4. Lewis

7446 Giasgow Road
frookgvilte, FL 34613-7466
Phone: 332-3%6-3376
Email: doveart@atiantic nel

Brian Mandarich
4741 £ ledges Avente
Fresno, CA 93703
Phone: 209-255-6508
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Teri McAatifle

265 Thames Dnve
Colorads Springs, O
R0

Phone: 7155376500
Fax: same

Fsil: jrplprdsiionl som

Conrad Metnert

1212 £ 300 South
Warsaw, IN 46580-8736
Mone: 219.269.2873
Fax: 219-269-3142
Emah Bredmanofvar-
sawikeonhine.com

Witliam . Parlee

£31 4N Talcottville Rd.
Vernon, CT 06066
Phone: Ba(-569-0200
fmail: billkefdeti@aol com

May/Tune 2000

Tam Hood

13N Broadway

Shcibyville, [ 62565
faomes 2170745265

AR

nrooekihsrnlnet o om

Marion Miki Sparzak
517 Ofd Nortls Paint Road
Baltimare, MD 21224
Fhone: 410-282-9233
Esmatl: sphedant com

Patriek Vance

FR175 Avilla

Lashrup Village, M{ 48074
Phone: 248.443.0643
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(hristine Yaronovitch
38 Liberty Sovet
Manenester, T DHG30
Phare: Q404RA30-8120

Martha Wigmaye

18913 Boston Sz NW

{15k River, MN 35330.1133
PhoneFax: {7633 2410071

Paul §. Williams

T3 Ponegat Dirive
Papifiion, NE 68046
Phoner 402-302.5488
Ermatl:

RolTutegzix. neteom.com

Changing your address?

Allow NFSS to be the first to greet you at your new home!

Be sure to notify:

NFSS Membership Director

Eileen Laird
P.O. Box 2459

Goldenrod, FL 32733-2459

Name:

Club Delegates also notify:

NFSS Liatson Officer
Dianna Rubly

525 Pottsville Street, PO Box 52

Wiconisco, PA 17697-0052.

New Address:

City:

St

Phone:

Membership#
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2000 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

b - o s e s — T

The basic affiliation fee is $25.00. Make check payable to NFSS,

Mail to: Dianna Rubly, Liaison Officer
525 Potisville Street, PO Box 52
Wiconisco, PA 17097-0052.
Phone/Tax; 717-453-9065

Club Name:

Club Delegate:

N¥SS# __ Expiration Date:
Address:

*Phone: _ *Email:

*NFSS rnay use this information in the NFSS Bulletin and on the web site.

Delegate’s Signature:

Clab Officer:
Address:

*Phono: *Fmath:

Club Email Contact:
Show/Event Date: _ Panel Judge:

Show Location:
Send NFSS Bulletin to

Please list other fairs of events hosted by your club for listing in the Buile-
tin. Please inciude dates, locations, and a contact member with phone nan-
her and/or ematl address:
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AWARD ORDER FORM
HOWS/EVENTS

ARG A P O R T TR

FOR S

Award order formis for shows and events will be sent to each affiliated
clab as soon as possihle afier the athiliation papers are processed by the L
atson Officer, Dianna Rubly. Allow a minimum of cight weeks before the
actual show/even to process the order. The form and fee must aecompany
the order.

The prices rerain the seme, however, we have added a new rosette,
Many clubs have indicated a desire to have an official Novice rosetie with
the NFSS logo. These have been designed and will be available for $5.00.

There are no NFSS rules regarding this award. Fach club wil et it's own
standard.

These are the 1999 awards available:

PLAQUES

All plagues are 325 each. They are walnut finish with the engraved N

Ck NESS togo on brass over black plate on one side and the chib infor- Cost

v makion on brass over black plate on the other side of 1he plague.

Box They can alse be customized by each elid.
Service/Breeder Award Plaque {67x 8™) §25.60
“Best i Show™ Plague (67x 87} $25.00
“Second Best in Show” Plaque (6™x 8™) $25.06
“Third Best in Show” Plague {6"x 87) $25.00
“Best Softhill in Show™ Plague (67 8™) $25.00

ROSETTES

The basic set consisis of ten 157 long rosettes for the ten best
finches or softhills, plus one best unflighted rosette. Un-
flighted birds are those banded with 1999 bands.

Basic Rosette Package 833560
Unflighted 2nd and 3rd place rosettes $7.00
Novice Rosette $5.06

‘Total amount of check pavable to NFSS

For more information on awards, contact the Awards Manager:
CGinny Alen
307 Brookwood Court
Opelika, AL 36801
Phone/Tax: {334) 749-7168
Enail gndallen@earthlink net
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The National Finch and Softbill Society

Membership Application
Name:
Address:
0
Stater Zip:
Phoge: Email:
New Member? _ _ Renew NFSHH?

How did you hear about us?

Anpual Dues.
Single: $25 [ Duak $3¢ [1  Junior {under 16} $12.50 !

* 7nd name for Dual Membership

1.8, & Puerto Rice Lst Class mailing add $5.00
Canadian add $5.00, Foreign add $10.00 (Please send US funds}
Canadian and forcign subscriptions mailed 1st Class.

NFSS thanks you for your support!

Mail application and check or
money order payable 1o NFSS:
Filgen Laird

Membership Secretary

P.(3. Box 2459

Goldenrod, F1, 32733-2450
(407) 657-7689
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
FinchSave Application

DT - G R

ST AT S ORI RTR i i ST i

Interested in joining FinchSave? Please fill out the below prelimi-
nary information and send to the FinchSave Manager, Mr. Daniel
Almaguer. Upon receipt of this form, vou will receive a complete
information package outlining all aspects of the FinchSave Program.

Name: NESSH#
Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Phone: Fax:

Email:

What would you bike to accommplish through FinchSave?

Mail this completed form to:
FinchSave Manager

Daniel Almaguer

P.O. Box 333015

Orlando, FI. 32853-3015
Phone: (407} 894-3808

Fax: (467) 8Y4-6400

Email: DRAFmch@aol.com

Thank you for supporting aviculture’s foremost
cooperative breeding program.
You CAN make a difference!
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
Banding Procedures

TR ok ek o T R R N kT M ' g ]

The important thing to remember when banding chicks isto do it
over a counter or table so if the chick is dropped, it doesry’t fall to
the floor. The age to band varies between species but 1s generally
between 5 and 10 days. You can tell by looking at the ankle jomnt
{the joint where the toes come together) and the size of the band.
Have the bands, a toothpick (or other small blunt instrument) and
some lubricant ready. Be sure you have the bands “right side up”
for easier reading. The band 1s generally placed on the bird’s night
leg. Banding just before the parents go (o roost in the evening will
help prevent them from picking at the band. By the next morning,
they will have forgotten about 1t.

,/f/T\ Hold the chick firmly, but in such a way

/ _as to not cut off 1ts” breathing, and so
T that you don’t harm it. Remember their
\7:@\, " bodies cannot tolerate compression.

Put a bitle bit of lubn-
cant on the chick’s foot and shide the band over the
three front toes and finally over the ankle joint.

s The back toe will probably have to be
o~ gently pried out from under the band with a
toothpick.

The band should now be
in the proper location
between the ankle and the elbow joint.

Check on the chick the next few days to be sure
that the band has not slipped off and that there
are no scrapes or irritations on the foot or leg.
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The National Finch and Softbill Society

Band Order Form

S e T AT T TR T M A TR T
Mail form and payment NESS offers, o members only, closed trace-
ayable to NFSS: able aluminum bands, available only in the
-aro] Heesen NFS5S color of the vear. The bands are en-
NFESS Band Secretary graved with the imtials NFS, size code, vear
P.O. Box 752 and mumber. There 15 no choice of numbers.
Riverbank, CA 93367 All orders are recorded for permanent refer-
ence. Bands are ordered in strings of ten. all
the same size. New members may order he-

. ] _ fore receiving ther membership number,
Write “New" for membership number on the order form. Orders processed
weekly as received. Please, no mail requiring signatures. $1.80 handling
fee effective 3/1/99. '

Band Size # of Strings Price per string Tetal Amount

A 3325

B $3.25

C 3325

D 5325

E $3.25

G §3.25

1 53.25

K $3.25

L $3.25

M $3.25

R 3325

S $3.25

T $3.25
Pastal Iasurance: Under $50 = $.85 Subtotal: -
From $50 - 5100 = 81 80 Over $100=§2.75 Insurance: i
1f you choose NOT io inelide this sum, NFSS il NOT be Handling S$1.00
responsibie for replacermen: of bands Tosf in shipment. Total:
Narme: NESS#
Address:
City: Stater
Zipp _ Phone:
[
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

Bird Species Size Bird Species Size
Aracaris S iGeuldian Finch Iy
Black & White Mannikin C 1 Green Singing Finch C
Black Cheeked Waxbili B | Green/Purple Starlings R
Black Crested Finch E [ Grey Singing Finch C
Bhue Capped Waxbill C iHeck's Shaftail C
Blue Head Parrot Finch I} [ Horbills (small) T
Bronze Wing Mannikin C jlndian Hill Mynah S
Cherry Finch C {Java Mynah s
Chestaut Breast Finch D ilava Rice Bird K
Cordon Blue Waxbill B | Lavender Finch C
Cuban Melodious Finch B [ Leaf Buds M
Diamond Dove L | Magpic Mannikin G
Diamond Sparrow E iMannikins (most smaller) D
Dove {other small) L iMannikins (other larger) G
European Goidfinch § | Nuns E
European Greenfinch E Otive Finch B
Fire Finch B | Orange Cheeked Waxbili A
Gold Breasted Waxbill A {Owl Finch A
Golden Song Sparrow E | Pagoda Mynah M
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NFSS welcomes comments and suggestions for this Guide.
Contact the Home Office

Bird Species Size Bird Species Size
Painted Finch ¢ | Silverbills C
Parrot Finch (most other) D |Siskins E
Pekin Robin J | Society Finch (Bengalese) E
Peter’s Twimnspot E i Softbills (other small} J
Pictorella Finch D | Softbilis L
Pileated Finch C | Spice Finch E
Pintailed Nonpareil D StarFinch C
Plush Capped Jay T §Strawberry Finch A
Pytilias C | Sunbirds (large) M
Quail L | Superb Starlings R
Quail Finch A ] Tanagers (smali) G
Red Crested Cardinal K | Toucanettes 8
Red Fared Waxbill A |Toucans {small} T
Red Head Parrot Finch C | Touracos {smali) T
Ring Neck Dove § | Twinspots {(most) D
Rufous Backed Mannikin B | Waxbiils (small) A
Saffron Finch K | White Tailed Jay S
Shaftail Finch C | Yeliow Rumped Finch |}
Shama Thrush K jZebra Finch D
Silver Eared Mesias T J{intentionally left blank) {3
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ITEM SIZE/STYLE EA.i Q
T
Y
New NFSS T-Shirt ~ Ten Circle Size: 18
Colorful Finches in Stalks
of Grass, White Only, M L XL XXI.

50/50 Blend

Video: “The Wonderful Members/Affiliates 1517

World of Finches & Softhills:

An Introduction Non-Members $22

NFSS Show Cage Plans Circle Size: 54
#1 #2 #3

All Three Show Cage Plans Save 32 by $10

ordering all three

Eric Peake Lithograph $38
The Diamond Firefails
Signed by the Artist

New Video! Finch Husbandry | Add $3.20 S&H $25
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NESS Plastic Water
Botile

NFSS Zehrs Pin

$6

NESS Gouldian Pm

%6

NFSS Name Badge
{Members Only) Comes
with one line of engrav-
ing.

Print name clearly.

Second hne of en-
graving add $1.
For magnetic back,
add $1.50

$7.50

Past bulletins, 1994 and
later 1ssues

$4

Past bulletins, 1993 and
earlier issues

$3

1998 NFSS Handbook
Membership Yearbook

$4

NFSS Judges Handbook
and Official Standards

NEW AND AT A
LOWER
PRICE!N!

$10
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FINCHSHOP
The National Finch and Softbill Society Stere
ORDER FORM

NFSS Membership #

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Shipping & Handling: Total

Orders $10 and under add $2.00,
orders $10.01 and over add 33.00 § 3

Mail form and payment .
{check or money order payable to NFSS) to:

FINCHSHOP
Attn: Annette Howard
P.O. Box 404
Salem, OH 44460

. NFSS SHOW CAGE PLANS
#1 Cage — Finches up to and including Zebras,
#2 Cage — Finches larger than Zebras, #3 Cage ~ Softbills
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Horizon Micro-Environments

Bird

Natural Environmentally-Secure Transporters

N.ES.T.

Designed with comfort and safety a top
Priority. Makes it impossible for
Careless handlers to block air vents,
Lets heat rapidly escape and
prevents CO? build-up.

Over 15 times more ventilation
Than our nearest competifor!

1-800-443-2498

http://www.negia.net/~horizon

You don’t have o be a professional
aviculturist to realize viruses and discases are
Lurking everywhere, and that mental and
Physical stresses are overwhelming.

Give your birds that needed protection
And yourself some piece of mund.

The “all new” OMNI N.E.S.T. for 1998 is finally here!
And we still pay the freight* on all orders over $98.00
Call for details and our free color brochure,




=National Finch and
> Softhill Society NON-PROFIT ORG.
o US POSTAGE PAID
4310 Ascor Bowd AUIGUSTA. GA
Hephuibah, GGA 33815 PERMIT NO. 99

| NO ; DATED MATERIAL
ENDORSEMENT

Wit i on the webl
www nifss org

Vote for a new Treasurer! See page 25 for details.

Don’t miss out on the NFSS raffle. Tickets are in the
center of this bulletin. There are some great prizes to
be won and many more o come.

-Editor




