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Feed Their Birds.

Feed you birds what champion breeders feed worldwide.
Nederiands Vita Seed Diets are vitamin and mineral
fortified through a unique pasteurization process that
insures your birds receive the necessary nutrients.
Made with only first grade seeds and human-grade fruits
and vegetables, Nederlands Vita Seed are the freshest
pet bird diets available today. Also check out our new
naturally preserved Nederiands Vita Krunch and T.L.C
Hand Feeding Formula with active Lactobacillus.

Call The Higgins Group at 1-800-878-2666 for the
distributor or dealer nearest you.

Our Best Customers Are Your Pets
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In This Issue:

Now that we are finishing our third
issue for the year members should be
becoming familiar with the layout of the
Bulietin. ‘The President’s Message,
Regional Reundup, and anything else
directly Society news related is in this
section.

Last issue’s Contct Call question is
answered in the Hand-on Finches
section. Next, come with two of our
members and Officers Dale and Eileen
Laird oss their chance of a lifetime trip
to Cost Rica.

For you Gouldian fans review a fresh
new approach to CGouldian genetics
written by our members john Wilson
and Bob Clark. Don’t feel left out that
you were unable to attend the World
Show in Europe this past February for
our member Bob Rittman mkes us
there.

Part 1 of Robert Petriec’s Finch
Availability article was published i the
Nov/Dec issue of the Bulletin for those
of you that want o refresh your

memories before reading Part 1I
covered in ths issue. Our membership
is once again being solicited for help in
two of our Letter’s to the Editor.

A Bridge's of Madison County “bird
style” will rug on your heart strings in
Lynn Latham’s article. And, for you
dove fans Candice Patrick uncovers the
secrets to the color mutations of the
Ringneck Dove.

Deadline for the next issue is:
July §, 1998

Mail, Fax or Email ©:
Kerr: McCoy
3412 Far Hill Circle
Birmingham, AL 35243
Fax: 205-972-84984
Email: jimccoy@mindspring.com

tum your breeding success Into an even bigger success

Join AnchSave.
Aviculture’s foremost
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From the Editor’s Desk

Do any of you get those approving smiles from Grandmothers while in the grocery
store? If you are a bird person, I'm sure you do. Afterall, your cart is full of every
conceivable ttem available from the produce section. The potato chips, tv dinners, and
just plain junk are cleverly hidden beneath the cucumbers, apples, broccoli and
spinach.

I had a brand new kitchen put in not that long ago and while glancing through some
“how to make your home beautiful magazine”, 1 realized that my kirchen window sills
were not home to blue glass vases, or pretty wood figurines, or ceramic painted jars
holding sugar. My window sills are home to the oid peanut buner jurs full of
vanodine with soaking feeding syringes and pipettes. In fact, every concelvable srem
related to birds resides on that sill. Extra food and water cups for shuppmg boxes;
those stray pivces of millet spray holders that broke apars that § have been meaning 1o
fx but never seem to get around fo doing; post it notes with band numbers of birds |
Just banded that need to be logged into the computer, etc. It drives my husbard crazy
that it would require a full ten minutes to remove ail that resides on that sill in order
be able to close the window. But that sill is my lifeline. Everything 1 nced 1n 2 pluch
is there,

i probably buy more vacuum cleaner bags in a year than ten non-bird people do. |
have beer known to be in line at 2 store and get a funny ook from the person bebind
me only to discover that there is bird poop on my shoulder and stray pleces of
bermuda grass stuck in iy hair. T am sure that these scenarios are familiar o most i
not all of vou. 1 have come to the conclusion that bird people arc indeed a breed all
their own. Ask us if we eare about the seed husks residing on our coffce mbles, or nest
boxes drying in the sun on our front porch.

{ was devastated to find that my recycling bin where | collect fresh cean aewspaper for
the bird flights had been removed. I was fortupate to find the new location but
unlucky to discover that this bin was considerably deeper and would require climbing
inside of it to retrieve the newspaper | so desperately nceded. OF course, what else are
younger sisters for other than to assist vou with unpleasant tasks, and we speut the next
hour inside the bin collecting newspaper while getting weird stares by afl that
happened to drive by.

I have come to realize that my home will never be spotless, that [ will be forever
referred to as the weird lady with the birds. But for me the trade off is worth i, the
keeping and enjoyment of the besutiful birds is worthy of the bird poop on my
shouider any day..

1 would like to thank Ms. Jenni Jackson of JJ's Jungle Birds, who provided e with
the Jatest edition to my family, our baby African Gray Parrot, “Kincaid”. Jenni went
above and beyond the call as a breeder aad to you 1 truly say thank vou! And to
Ginny, and Ron, and Noreene, and Melba a big thank you to each of you for caring
for Kincaid, feeding her, traveling with her, and bringing her home to me.
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President’s Message
By Ron Castaner

¥ Establishing a specific species aviary is a challenging
objective. Many facts need to be considered including
chimate and the age and general health of the breeding stock.

Very often 2 pau‘ or two or birds will setle down quickly within their new
environment and breed successfully and there is the temptation to consider them
established. My experience is that disaster often strikes. Perhaps a breeding
hen dies. The remaining birds continue to enjoy their home but do not produce
qualty clutches. Gradually the little colony fades away. This scenario makes the
pont that it requires much thought and patience to be a successful breeder of
any species of birds, not just finches.

I believe that aviculturists should adopt an individual approach when
establishing their chosen species. The specialist breeder is oftentimes very
successful and the reasons why are not hard to understand. They choose their
own specie, the conditions it needs, the climate it requires, the feeding habits etc.
and are “fine tuned” to the specie. They choose their stock carefully, inbreeding
is controlled, and the end result is healthy stock producing good quality, healthy
young. The satisfaction and fulfillment resulting from this form of aviculture is
undoubtedly great.

*

Some aviculturists prefer to establish 2 mixed collection and enjoy their birds in
all their variety but seldom achieve great breeding success. It is pleasant and
rewarding to maintain a well housed collection of attractive finches, breed 2 few,
replace a few, but does this really benefit aviculture? My plea is for those of us
who do keep a mixed collection to select atleast one or two specific species with
which we have had reasonable success and build a breeding program with these
continually improving the quality and maintaining 2 large enough flock to ensure
success. It is important © keep accurate records. A simple index card system
recording birds bought, bred, exchanged, or sold is necessary. Any method,
which records events is suitable providing it is accurate and kept current.

1 am asking all members to please write about their experiences breeding finches,
especially those that are considered rare or hard to breed. Efforts should be
made by responsible aviculturists to breed from the stock they possess in order to
preserve the species in captivity. Avicultural conservation is now more important
than ever.



Participate in the FINCH SAVE program and the NFSS Annual Census.
T'his will keep you informed of species being bred and by whom and may be a
source for a needed bird in your breeding program. NFSS$ Classifieds are free
to FINCHSAVE participants.

Please keep this thought in mind. The people who serve NFSS do so
“yoluntarily” with a lot of work and very little reward or thanks. Many
members have contributed much to NFSS and 1 know there are other members
willing to help in some way. Contact a board member and offer your services,
get involved and contribute in some manner to the avicultural community
through involvement in NESS.

Sincerely,

Ko Castaner
NESS President

of selating the most up to date infor ¢ around the world. The mapazine-is sent

mation on zll species belonging o to 13 different countries rznging from
the family Estrildidac both in the wild and & Australia 10 Puerto Rico and has many
it captivity, Within iss 124 species are all of '\ b leading Zoo's, Aviculturists and Research.
the Waxbills, Parrotfinches, Mannikins and ers as both members aad contributoss. With
Australian finches The aviculturist and the seien. weli over 100 members in the U.S.A. we have sow
tist have much to offer each other and the ESTRILDIAN  been able to reduce our overseas subscription rates.

12 months subscription is £15 Sterling ; 11.5.A.- $30 personal chegque accepted
ESTRILDID FORDM'
10, Giable Terrace, Wheatley Hill, County Durham. DH6 3T,
ENGLAND

T he Estrildizn is produced for the purpose - brings together like-minded enthusiasts from
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Meet Region { VP Armando Lee

My name is Armando lee and I reside in beautiful Miami in South
Florida, the Sunshine State. Our local climate allows me to keep and breed
birds inside and out for most of the year. My love for birds started when I
was very young, as far back as I can remember we always had atleast one
bird in our house, sometimes “too many birds™ according to my Mother.

Since childhood T've kept parakeets, cockatiels, lovebirds, parrots, canaries
and finches. Presently, I have an African Grey and three lovebirds as pets,
and a breeding flock of canaries and finches. 1 specialize in Australian
finches but there is a member from every continent of the world in my
collection. Aware of the ban on importation of the more common species,
lately Pve been working with waxbills and weavers obtaining satisfying
results. Last year I became a member of a very special group that is
working towards the recovery of the Venezuelan Red Siskin.

I have learned a lot from the bird shows I attend and my desire to help
others motivated me to become a judge. Today I am an NFSS Panel Judge
and a National Colorbred Canary Judge. 1 believe a judge should be a
teacher and a good will ambassador of aviculture.

For 27 years I have been happily married to my wife who accompanies me
to the bird shows, and we have three daughters who also on occasion join
us. Everyone assists me with the upkeep of my demanding flock.

Professionally I am a certified General Contractor and a licensed Real
Estate Broker in the state of Florida. I am the founder and director of
several companies working in real estate developing and sales, general
construction and property tax consultation. I am constanty building new
cages and improving my aviaries (once a builder, always a builder).

1 live the “American Dream” and I believe in the golden rule: hard work
and honesty definitely pays off and what you get out of anything is in direct
proportion to what you put in. Devote your tme and mlents to your bird
hobby and enjoy your rewards. Finally, I invite everyone in my region or
anywhere else to contact me. The reason I ran for Regional VP was to be
the liaison for the people and the NFSS.
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News from the Editor and Membership Director

By Kern McCoy

Members please tzke the time to fill out a change of address form should you
change residence. The post office has been forwarding any mailings but the
charge to forward the NFSS Bulletin is 50 cents per forward. Needless tosay 1
have been spending a lot of time with my postmaster lately dolling out the
quarters.

Also, the Membership Director, Noreene has asked me to please notify the
membership to use their member numbers on any correspondence they may
send in to her. We are all in the computer by membership number and it
makes locating 2 member by name versus number 2 lot more tine consurning.
Thanks for your attention in these matters.

Omuission:

Please note that Ms. Anney Doucette drew the black and white drawing of the
Diamond Firetaii that was seen in Clint Harris’ article in the March/April
edition. You will see several of her drawings in the 1ssues to come. Thank you
very much Anney for sharing your talent with the membership!

Delay:

The Zebra Finch Show Standard that was supposed to be published in this
issue will be delayed untll the July/August issue. The Judge’s Panel Chairman
wants to make sure that the Standard is reviewed once last time before its
publication.

Annual Census ~ the Last FHurray!

By Danie! Almaguer and Kerri McCoy

You will notice yet another copy of the Annual Census being run in this issue of
the Bulletin. No the Editor was not asleep, the insert was intentional. We have
broken the record for last year on the total number of census submittals and felt
we would give the membership one last shot and filling it out. For those of you
that have not yet submitted your census please reconsider and take the time and
£l it out and submit by 8/1. Your effort will be to the benefit of all members.

News from Region 3

By Tom Rood

With the summer season in full swing now, Region 3 NFSS members will be
busy evaluating their 1998 breeding seasons. I’m hoping many consider their
season 2 success with lots of young birds of all species on the perches. 1 banded
lots of young zebras, but at this point (May 10), I'm not giving too many a
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second look as 1 go about my feeding and cleaning chores. I guess I've just
donated lots of $.15%s to the NFSS band secretary!!

By the time this report gets into print, one of the early shows of the season will
already be over. The Illini Bird Fanciers 13" Annual Show was slated for June
6. I'm hoping we will be able to show our panel judge, Clarence Culwell, lots
of quality finches. We have always had a good entry of NFSS finches with lots
of good finch fun and fellowship.

Anocther major activity happens this summer in Grandview, Missouri. Nita
Haas has been very busy organizing the 3 Annual All Zebra and Society
Finch Show. This show is scheduled for August 8 at the Super 8 Motel in
Grandview. Nita is planning to bring Margaret Binns from Manchester,
England over as our judge. The past two years have had Zebra entries right at
the 100 mark with the Society entry at around the 30 mark. ‘This year Nita is
really trying to promote the exhibition of some of the rarer mutations of Zebras
by providing two separate divisions. Anyone really interested in seeing some
quality Zebras in many different colors and mutations should plan on attending
this show. For more information, please give Nita a cail at (816} 331-5285.

Region 3 members in the Michigan area will be glad to know that our Regional
Show has been awarded to the Motor City Bird Breeders. Their show is being
held on October 24" in Warren, Michigan. Mr. Paul Williams from
Nebraska is scheduled to judge their Regional. Paul is very knowledgeable and
always provides plenty of entermainment as he is judging. Anyone wishing
further information about the Regional Show should contact Ron Girling at
(B16) 751-8265. Ron is the NFSS delegate for the Motor City club.

Finally, don’t forget that the “Show of Shows” will also be held in our region
this year. 1 am talking about the Grand National Cage Bird Show this coming
November. The Chicago Cage Bird Club is hosting this show, and they will be
celebrating the 50® Anniversary of the National. This is special to the Chicago
club since the very first National was held in Chicago. P'm sure lots more
information will be made available in the coming months, but feel free to
contact our NFSS defegate for the Chicago Cage Bird Club, John or Jane
Muscato at (630) 305-9043. Qur good friend from Texas, Mr. Clarence
Culwell, has the honer of judging the NF8S division at the National.

I'am hoping any members in Region 3 will contact me should they have any
questions or need any hefp concerning the National Finch and Softbill Society.
My phone number is (217} 774-5265. My email address is
tirood@bmmbhnet.com. Best of luck to all NFSS Region 3 members!



News from Region 6 “Winging it in the West”

Well, 'ole el Nino soaked flights throughout region 6. ..but despite the fact it
brought out plenty of mildew and red mites 1o be dealt with, it has not
dampened our breeding season nearly as much as expected. Even with
temperatures unseasonably up and down, six times more than enough rainfall
and a lot of soaked and cranky aviculturists, no one has reported a less than
normal hatching of the “usual suspects” - Goulds, Societies, Waxbills,
Zebras, etc. That pleases us, but we are also pleased because some breeders
were able to bring us some rare and more unusual hatchlings. In Oregon, Jan
Baldwin has succeeded in hatching Senegal Fire Finches; Jerry Seler is
raising Cherry Finches; Paul Hansen, of the “Finch Connection” has
hatched Green Singers and Red Siskins; Annetta Mullins hatched Golden
Song Sparrows and Pekin Robins; while Julie Duimstra {our FinchShop
Manager) has batched a few Orange Rumped Diamonds and Chestnut
Breasted Mannikins. Down in not-so-sunny central California, long time
enthusiast Steve Payne has had good fortune raising the Phaeo Zebra
mutations, and a healthy batch of Scaly Crown Weavers, and in hus spare time
has husbanded some Brimstone Canaries. Nearby Richard Pizzurro has been
cranking out a strong line of Black and White Mannikins. Further south, in
San Diego, Sally Huntington’s Pekin Robins have hatched one clutch. She is
hand feeding one of the males to see if Pekin Robin energy can be contained
at all. Scott Golden hopes to have another good year with Forbes Parrot
Finches. In April, Pomona (just east of Los Angeles) hosted the “All
American Pet Expo” which included a close look at every conceivable animal
being raised in the US, and also offered a bird show boasting 42 finches and
softbills.  Sally Huntington’s Male light-backed Zebra took first ribbon.
Meanwhile, in Oregon, the Finch Connection hosted an official-unofficial
bird show permitting Julie Duimstma to fiedge her judging talents {she s one
of 4 NFSS apprentice judges for 98). Best in Show was taken to the mantel
by Dave Hallow by his prized Normal Gray Zebra cock. Our next region 6
event is the Pomons Fairground’s Bl-annual bird mart, June 13-14, which
calls in at least a hundred breeders and buyers from throughout the region. A
good fime to see old familiar faces, and new things for aviculture.

ontact Call ¢

4 Responses o the Contact Call question on preparing for
importation asked in the March/April issue:

Please read article “Hands on Finches” on foliomng page for
more information.
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Hands-on Finches

Subject: Shipping and Receiving
Birds

By: Keri McCoy
Birmingham, Alabama

hipping: Aside from devoting

my time as Editor of the NFSS
1 have a small bird breeding
business here in Alabama. Most of
my sales are to out of state
customers, which requires me to
ship stock on a regular basis. The
below information is a guide to help
step anyone through the shipping
and as important the receiving
process.

use the United States Postal

Service as my primary shipper. [
have had much success with the
USPS and rely on them heavily for
all of my shipping needs. And, to
date they have never let me down.

lanning on shipping?  Start

with the basics. A USPS
approved shipping container is the
first and foremost step to successful
shipping. Horizon  Micro-
Environments is the company that I
purchase all of my shipping
containers from. (See their ad on
the inside back cover of the
Bulletin).  The majority of the
problems that I hear about with
shipping are caused by breeders

using shipping contziners other
than USPS approved containers,

he Horizon “Mini” shipping

containers come complete with
food and water cups and perches.
There are directions included with
your box shipment that will step you
through the assembly process. It’s
kind of like riding a bicycle. Once
you learn how to do it once you
never forget.

he day before my shipping

date I put all birds that are to
ship the next day on Ormalyte (an
electrolyte replacement). I usually
prepare the shipping box the night
before to save myself time in the
morning. 1 line the bottom of the
box with newspaper, which keeps
the box clean of droppings. I
assemble the food and water cups.
Hint: Tape down the food and
water cups inside the holder. 1 have
found that cups that are not taped
down at times are knocked out of
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their holder and any water is
therefore lost.

he water cup itself is stuffed

with a paper towel to help hold
the water in. [T have found this
method to prove most successful.
The food cup is filled with seed and
extra seed is scattered on the floor
of the box. 1 add spray millet and a
slice or two of cucumber or apple
for an additional moisture source.

mt: On the outsade of the

box 1 write my phone #. 1
always take this extra precaution
shouid the express mail aghili
somehow be removed from the box.
Te date this has never happened
but, “better safe than sorry”. |
usually keep « stack of airbills here
at the house so that I can fill them
out at home versus at the post
office. This alse allows me to notify
the customer of the airbill number
should a problem arise and the
package needs to be tracked.

jI‘he drop-off tme for a

guaranteed ovemnight express
mail will vary from zip code to zip
code. Hint: Call ahead to your
P.O. 1o find out what the “cut-off”
time 18 for your package. It can be
12 noon, or 2:30 p.n. or even §
p.m.

y box ready the might

before, all that is ahead of
me 15 catching up the birds and
putting them into the box. Hint: [

always tape the round plastic doors
that cover the entrance and exit
holes of the box. Again, better safe
than sorry.

ere i1s Birmingham 1 am

fortunate and am able to
drop the birds off right before the
truck goes to the airport. I know
some breeders bypass the transport
to the airport and drop them off
directly at the Postal Service Air
Cargo office. Use whatever method
works best for you

5_7 o ¢an  always wack the
package by calling #800.222-

1811 and entering the wacking
number. Hint: Don’t bother trying
to track them until the evening of
the day you shipped. It takes that
long for the package to be put into
the system. For those on-line you
can also track express mail packages
by typing in the following URIL.:
http:/fwww.asps.gov/crigate/

hould you ever have a problem

with a package that has not
arrived as scheduled, call the §00#
on the airbill and ask for the
“Research Dept.” and ask them to
put a trace on the package. Hint:
Mentiomang  that the package
contans hve animals will upgrade
the trace to “emergency status”. |
ask that ali of my customers let me
know when they receive the birds to
put my mind at ease.
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eceiving: 1 think that perhaps

the receiving portion of bird
shipping is the most important. For
should you not provide the needed
care for the birds they may succumb
to illness brought on by the stress of
shipping.

instruct all of my customers to

provide all food and water in
large bowls, in the bottom of the
cage in preparation for the birds’
arrival I had a customer once
almost lose four pair of birds
because she provided tube water
feeders, which my birds were
unfamiliar with  and therefore
dehydration set in. Hint: The most
important thing to remember is that
unless you are told otherwise do not
assume that your new arrivals are
famibiar with tube water feeders.
Put food and water out in the open
where it will easily be found!

normally set up flights or cages

for new arrivals the night before,
I provide Ornalyte in the water for a
few days and leave spray millet,
bowls of dry Proteen 25 and seed
available at all imes. Hint: Avoid
all greens during the adjustment
period for it may bring on diarrhea.

Quarantine your new arrivals for
a period not less than one
month perhaps longer. It doesn’t
matter whether the birds you are
receiving are from your best friend
or an importer. Practicing proper
quarantine will help reduce the risk

of affecting your current stock
should the new arivals be
harboring an iflness of any sort,

Providing a warm environment
1s very important, especially if
you are dealing with stressed birds.
I normally keep temperatures in the
80-degree range for all new arrivals,
Depending upon your post office
you will either receive a call to come
and collect your bird shipment or
they will be delivered directy to
your door.

have found with the Morizon

Mini boxes that holding z net up
to the opening 1s 2 much better way
to remove the birds from the boxes.
No net and guaranteed vou are
going to spend the next half-hour
chasing birds around the house.

I normally write down the band
numbers of the new arrivals as |
remove themn from the box o save
me the touble of doing it later.
The birds are refeased into their
quarantine cages and after a short
imspection to see all are okay I try
and leave them alone as much as
possible to aliow them time to rest
from the shipping and adjust to
their new environment,

ecerving Imports: I thought I

would elaborate a little bit on
receiving imported birds to help
answer the question posed In
Contact Call from the March/April
edition of the Bulletin.
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Last month a group of us imported
130 birds from Canada, We all
split the cost of the shipping,
custom’s fees, vet certificate fees ete.
I agreed to be the recipient of the
imports and ship them out to the
individuals after 2 short resting
period, provided all were in
condition to be shipped.

Becausc of the mild climate here
in Alabama I was afforded the
luxury of setting up my garage as a
quarantine area for the imports.
There 1s no air exchange or retarn
vents in the garage so therefore little
risk of air exchange into my home
or existing hirdroorn.

s stated above, 1 provided

food, water, spray millet and
Proteen 25 in large bowls in the
bottom of all flights. T received the
birds at 10 am in the morning and
locked myself in the bathroom to
remove the birds from the shipping
crates. The bathroom being
pathetically small provided me with
a small space to work in should any
birds get loose.

was shocked to find that 130

birds were all contained within 2
crates measuring 20 inches long x
26 inches deep x six feet wmll. 1
removed the birds one at a time so
that I was able to keep track of the
order and make sure that the entire
order was present and accounted
for. ‘The whole removal process

took 2 ¥ hours. The species
included:  Western  Bluehills,
Cutthroats, Red Head Finches,
Gouldians, Owls, Parson, Red
Faced Parrot Finches, Chestnut
Breasted Mannikins, Diamond
Sparrows, Green Singers,
Strawberries, Senegal Fire Finches,
Sydney  Waxbills, Isabel Star
Finches and Painted Firetails.

I birds were alive upon arrival.

However, within a few hours
many began to exhibit symptoms of
stress.  Any birds that exhibited
stress were provided with additional
heat via a ceramic heat light
Keeping temperatures as warm as
possible s extremely important!
Fventually all birds that  were
“under the weather” were housed
together so that [ was better able to
monitor their situations.

hose that have imported are

familiar with the 24-hour
guarantee given by the importer.
Some even go only so far as to
guarantee five delivery only. Qur
shipment ammived on 2 Fnday and
duning the course of the weekend I
lost three birds. During a few days
of the following week 1 lost two
more. And 2 sixth was lost just this
past week. All those that were lost
arnved in terrible condition to begin
with. None responded to any type
of antibiotic or heat therapy. There
are times | truly believe in a good
friend’s motto “A sick finchisa
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rad finch”. For 1 exhausted all
renues to iy and save those that
ere ost.

hose that survived are doing

wonderfully. Al birds were
eated for mites as a precaution and
yne  birds  {with  owner’s
erinission} were also treated with
rermectin and Avitrol Plus as a
wther precaution.

veryone has been shipped to

their respective homes and the
birds that I purchased for myself are
doing great and wall remain m
quarantine for yet another month.

I have to say the whole thing was an

excellent  learning  experience.
Would 1 do itall again? Probably.

Franklin’s Planted Aviary

FINCH and SMALL BIRD SUPPLY CATALOG

We offer a full fine of small bird products at a GREAT price!

*Wood Products
*Neis

*Bird Seed

* Aviary Products
*Misc. Products

*Piastic Cups
*Bird Books
*Nest Baskets
*Bands

*Nest Materials

Your one stop bird shop!

For catalog mail or fax request to:
Franklin's Planted Aviary 8901-B Murray Ave., Gilroy, CA 95020
(408) 842-0313 or Fax (408)846-9594
Visit our web site @ www plantedaviary. com
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A Week in Paradise

By: Dale & Eileen Laird
Goldenrod, Florida

t is our second day in the Rain

Forest and we see an amazing 48
different species of birds... before
breakfast!!! We started at 5:30 a.m.
as daylight was just breaking over
the canopy. Coffee is being served
on the balcony of the lodge and the
Montezuma  Oropendola, not
currently breeding or without nests,
have started to fly back in and start
their loud courtship song and
dance.  Admittedly this 15 an
artificial  environment in  the
mornings, as Jay 1s placing bananas
and rice out for the birds. The
Parrots, Toucans, and Aracaris do
not come in to feed but are so
prevalent they are easy to spot close
by. The Parrots land in a tree right
in front of us and raise a bit of a
ruckus several imes a day.

leen & I spent a2 week in

Costa Rica; the first three days
m the Rain Forest at a lodge call the
Rancho Naturalista. An American
named John Erb owns it, but what
makes it special is the bird guide,
Jay Vandergaast. He has the talent
0 not only identify the various
species from their calls but also to
call them in for visual identification,
John's  daughter, Lisa Erb,
professionally manages Rancho
Naturalista. The price included

everything we could possibly need,

all activities, food, guided trips into
the Rain Forest, horseback riding,
and even laundering of our clothes
every day. The food was above
average and very plentiful, We
could think of nothing they could
have done better.

he normal day starts on the

balcony at 5:30. Breakfast at
7:00, bird watching from 8:00 o
11:30 from well maintained trails in
the mountainous rain forest, and
luneh at 12:00. From 12:30 1o 2:00
you are on your own for a siestz or
enjoying the Hummingbird feeders,
At 2:80 Jay leads us out for an
afternoon of bird watching until
$:30 and then supper at 6:00. For
the very adventurous there s mght
spotting of owls and mammals, (We
never did this) By 9:00 almost
everybody is ready for bed. The
only break from this routine was
that Eileen and 1 took a2 4 hour
horseback ride. Up and down
various mountains, across several
streams and one river so deep the
horse’s stomachs were wet. 1 am
not sure at what point in the ride
Fileen informed me I owed her
trips to both Alaska and Hawai for
this one.

il together we saw about a

hundred species of birds over a
three-day peniod. The list follows:
Broad Winged Fawk, White
Tipped Dove, Pink Beaked Dove,
Crimson-Fronted Parakeet, White
Crowned Parrot, Brown Hooded



NFSS Bulletin

May/June 1998
Parrot, Stmped cuckoo.

iolet-Headed Hummingbird,

White-Necked Jacobin,
Rufous-Tailed Hummingbird,
Snowcap Hummingbird, Little
Hermit Hummingbird, Greep
Hermit Hummingbird, Long-
Tailed Hummngbird, Green
Violet-Ear Hummingbird,

esplendent Quetzal, Collard
Trogan, Broad-Billed
Motmot, Ringed Kingfisher, Keel-
Billed Toucan, Collarded Aricari,

Brown  Jay,  Rufous-Winged
Woodpecker, Golden-Clive
Woodpecker, Black-Cheeked
Woodpecker, Lineated
Woodpecker, Hofiman’s
Woodpecker.

becker-Throated  Antwren,

Dot-Winged Antwren,
Immaculate Antbird, Wing-Banded
Antbird, Lesser Kiskadee,
American  Kestrel,  Boatbilled

Fiycatcher, Slate-Headed Tody-
Flycatcher, Masked Tityra, White
Crowned Mannakin, Plain Wren,
Bay Wren,

ennessee  Warbler, Kentucky

Warbler, Yellow Warbler,
Chestnut Sided Warbler, Scarlet
Tamager, Summer  Tanager,
Northern Oriole, Rose-Breasted
Grosbeak, Green Honeycreeper,
Reglegged Honeycreeper,
Bananaquit, Golden  Crowned
Warbler, Black-Cheeked Warbler,

Collared Redstart, Blue-Hooded
Euphonia, Thick-Billed Euphonia,

olden-Hooded Tanager, Bay-

Headed Tanager, Rufous-
Winged Tanager, Blue and Gold
Tanager, Blue & Gray Tanager,
Palin Tanager, Crimson Collared
Tanager, Flamed-Rumped
Tanager, Scarlet-Rumped Tanager,

Crimsoned-Backed Tanager,
White-Winged Tanager, Olive
Tanager,  White  Shouldered

Tanager, White-Lined Tanager.

lack-MHeaded Saltator, Buff-
Throated  Saltator,  Black
Stripped Sparrow, Variable

Seedeater, Yellow-faced Grassquit,
Rufous-Collared Sparrow,
Montezuma Oropendola, Bronzed
Cowbird, Giant Cowbird, Dusty-
Backed Jacamar, Gray-Headed
Chachalaca, Sunbittern, Siaty
Antshrike, Social Flycatcher, and
Common Tody-Flycatcher,

ollowing three days in the rain

forest we went to San Jose for
4 days and took day trips fo
volcanoes, river cruises, and orchid
gardens. We had a fantastic time.
If you are thinking about going and
are a little concerned about the foed,
water, and political stability, not to
worry. We ate and drank whatever
we wanted without problems. The
country dishanded their army many
years ago and spent their money on
bringing infrastructure and health
care to even the most remote areas.

18
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We found everybody 10 be warm
and friendly.

f we were to change anything we

would have mken two good pair

If you want to go give the folks at
Rancho Nawmralista a calk:

Rancho Naturalista
Dept. 1425 Box 325216

of binoculars with us and would not Miami, FL 33102-5216

have stayed in downtown San Jose.

The city was nice enough but it did 011-506-267-7138 (phone & fax)
add additonal travel tme for us ichnerb{@sol.racsa.co.cr {e-mail}
every day.

WHEN IS
YOUR NFSS
MEMBERSHIP
DUE FOR
RENEWAL.?

How to read your mailing
label:

Your mailing label shows the issue
through which your membership
is paid (i.e. Expire: 01/01/98). H
you have not renewed your
membership by the time of the
mailing of this issue you will see
highlighted the sad Hdings: LAST
ISSUE.

RENEW TODAY!

Renew  early, before the
deadline given in your renewal
letter. If you miss the deadling,
you must pay extra fo be
mailed any missed issues.
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Head Color Inheritance
in Gouldian Finches
(chloebia gouldiae)

By: John Wilson
San Franasco, CA
& Robert Clark
Hereford, TX

Much of the difficulty in
understanding the

inheritance  of head color in
Gouldians  resuits  from  the
expectation of a clear hierarchy of
dominance. Unfortunately, such a
pattern doesn’t exist. The actual
expression of head color is more
along the lines of the children’s
Rock, Paper, and Scissors game.
Black covers yellow and red covers
black, but yellow covers red. Were
the relationships even this simple
little if any confusion would remain
and repeated efforts to clarify, such
as this would not be needed. The
glossary and definitions that follow
reflect an effort to simplify the
subject or at least cut it into bite-
sized pieced. The genetics terms
that follow are the same ones used
in describing the inheritance of

body color.

Glossary of Terms

Genotype: genetic makeup of the
mndividual.

Phenotype: gross appearance of the
individual, regardless of genetic
makeup.

Loc: {pl} Locus (sing): a speaific
location of a wait (gene) on a
chromosome.  Gene pairs have
matching loci, each which carries 2
single gene.

Autosomal: those charactenistics
inherited on gene pairs. These may
be recessive, co-dominant, or
dominant.

Sex-linked: those characteristics
inherited on  the male sex
chromosorme. These may be
inherited singly, or in pairs by males
as a single copy in the female.
Homezygous: the presence of two
altke genes at the two matching loci
of a gene pair (2 yellow head genes
are an example). A term generally
applied to autosomal genes, but
could also be applied to sex linked
inheritance in males. However, the
term double-factor {DF} for this
sort of sex linked inheritance seems
to be the more accurate, and clearer
terminology, and is what will be
used here.

Heterozygous: the presence of tweo
dissimilar genes at the two loci of 2
gene pair. A term also generally
applied to autosomal genes (a single
vellow head gene is an esample).
This could also be applied to sex
linked inheritance int males, but for
clarify, this situation will be termed
single-factor (8F).
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Recessive: factors expressed in the
phenotype only when present on
both loct of a gene pair (DF or
homozygous). These are hidden
when carried as single factors.
Dominant: factors expressed in the
phenotype when present on oaly one
locus of a gene pair (8F) are
considered dominant.  See “Sex
Linkages” for exceptions.

Split: abbreviated “/”. Synonymous
with heterozygous and generally
only used to refer to hidden traits.
Used in descrbing both autosornal
traits and sex-linked traits in males.
SF: single-factor. Only a single
gene for a trait is  present
Sometimes used  interchangeably
with “heterozygous” when referring
1o autosomal traits.

D¥: double-factor. Two genes for
a trait are present. Sometimes used
interchangeably with “homozygous”
when referring to autosomal traits.

ex Lankage: Because the genes

for red head color are sex-linked
and one of these genes is required
for the expression of yellow head
coloration, 2 clear understanding of
sex linkage is necessary to
understand the inheritance of both
red and yellow head traits.

By definition, sex-linked traits are
carried on the male sex chromosome
(X-chromosome), while other traits
are carried on  the autosomal
chromosomes.  This is a very
important  distinction. AH
autosomal chromosomes are carried

in pairs by birds of both sexes.
Male birds camry two sex (X)
chromosomes and female birds
carry only one sex (X)) chromosotne.
This is exactly opposite the situation
in  mammalian  geneics. In
Gouldian males, where two {X)
sites are available, inheritance is
similar to autosomal inheritance. In
females, there is a single (X) site,
and any gene present will be fully
expressed when present as a siagle
copy,  whether  co-dominant,
recessive, or dominant.  As an
example, a yellow hen carries a
single co-deminant gene for yellow
back color vet fully expresses yellow
back, not dilute back.

It is simplest to describe the
mechanism of Gouldian head color
inheritance by referring to the black
headed bird as the normal state and
noting the effect on the black
headed bird when it inherits one or
more genes for red head or yeliow
head. Al possible head color
combinations can be described by
this method without the added
confusion  of  black  headed
inhetitance. The  actal
mechanisms by which head colors
are produced are described below.

hemmstry and Mechanisms:

Research data has shown that
melanin is  the only pigment
mvolved in head coloration ia black
headed Gouldizans. Canthazanthin
{2 beta-carotenoid), is the only
pigment present in the head feathers
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of red headed Gouldians, white
lutein epoxide (an alpha-carotenoid)
is the only pigment present in the
head feathers of yellow-headed
Gouidians. The distinction of alpha
and beta carotenoids is important
stnce it strongly implies that red and
yeliow headedness are truly separate
traits  with  completely separate
metabolic  pathways  for  head
pigmentation, rather than  one
simply being a derivative of the
other.

There arc additionally very distinet
differences in the feather structure
on the heads of black headed versus
red or vyellow hcaded Dbirds.
Specifically, the barbs are flattened
and lack barbules in areas of
pigment in the red or yellow headed
birds, presumably allowing  for
better prescotation of the color.
This finding strongly suggests a
second {stuctural) gene at phy in
the  determination of  head
coloration. It would also suggest
that either this second gene is
tghtly linked to the gene
determining red head color, or
alternatively, that this gene is
suppressed by the genetic black
head.

Head color: Black head is the
most  prevalent  Gouldian
head color in the wild, and probably
represents the onginal Gouldian
head color. Black head is inherited
as a sex-linked recessive to red
head. Many prefer to think of this

as the absence of any red head color
modifier genes.

Red head inherits as a sex-linked
trait, doininant over black head.
Males may carry none (black head},
one (SF red head} or two (DF red
head) genes for red head. Since
these genes are carried on the male
(X3 chromosome, the hen carries
only a single copy of the gene.
Hens may carry none {black head)
or one (red head) genc for red head.
Beeause the single (X)) chromosome
of a red headed hen must carry the
red head gene and will be passed to
every male offspring, all male
offspring of a red headed hen will
also be red headed, unless they
inherit two  yellow head genes
{yellow head}. Any easy means of
remembering  this reladonship s
that all black headed males have
black headed mothers. The reverse
of this statement is red lheaded
mothers produce all red headed or
yellow-headed sons. Red headed
males can produce offspring of all
three head colors depending on the
genotypes involved.

Yellow head is most easily thought
of as a double or combination
mutation, even though that has beea
shown to be not precisely correct
(see Chemistry and Mechanisms).
The yeliow head mutation inherits
as an autosomal recessive trait
requinng two genes for expression,
but also requires the presence of
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at least one red head gene in order
to be expressed. Offspring from
yellow headed pairs may be black
headed (with yellow beaks} hens
only, (note this only occurs when
the male is SF for red head) or
yellow headed (cocks and hens)
when the male is DF for red head.

From the above description it
becomes apparent that either sex
may carry a single yellow head gene
without 1ts expression. This is a
hallmark of recessive inheritance.
For 2 bird to be black headed, it
must carry the black head gene on
all its X-chromosomes {1 for the
hen, 2 for the cock). However, a
bird may be phenotypic (visual)
biack head while also beng a
genetic yellow head. These birds
carry two yellow head autosomal
genes while also carrying black head
genes on their X-chromosomes.
These birds will, however, have
yellow-tipped beaks. Black headed
birds that are heterozygous for
vellow head will have red-tipped
beaks, as will those that aren’t
carrying a yellow head gene. A bird
which carries a single red head sex-
linked gene will always be a visual
red head unless also carrying two
autosomal recessive yellow head
genes, in which case it will be a
phenotypic yellow head.

To obtain a yellow headed
Gouldian, the bird must be both
genetically yeliow headed (carrying

2 yellow head genes), and must also
be a “genctic” red head. Both sexes
may be heterozygous for yeliow
head without expressing any visual
evidence of this state.

Pzztting it all together: Two
tables are included with this
article. Table 1 1 a
Phenotype/Genotype table, showing
all possible genotypes of head
coloration and the corresponding
phenotypes. Table 1 freats the
absence of an “R” gene at the Red
iocus as being the same as the
presence of a black head gene at the
same locus.  Of nine possible
combinagions, only six can be
fernales; the three genotypes having
two genes for red are always males.
Each genotype is assigned a number
1-9.  Reading across s TYPE
NUMBER (our assigned number),
PHENOTYPE {visual
description}, SEX (the sexes that
may  possess  that  particular
genotype}, CHROMOSOME
COUNT  (*R® and  “Y”
representing the individual genes of
the specific  genotype), and
GENOTYPE (the genetic
description).

Table 2 is a breeding outcome chart
using the Genotype numbers from
Table { to show all possible
breeding resuits by
genotype/phenotype.  Nine male
genotypes are listed along the left
margin and six female genotypes
across the top. Reading across are
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two lines of boxes for cach male
genotype, the upper representing
male offspring and the lower
representing female offspring. The
boxes at the intersections of the
horizontal Hnes and  verscal
columns contain rumbers which

correspond to the numbers in Table
i oand  represent  all  possible
genotypes that can be produced by
that specific paining. This chart
does not attempt to address the
probability of any specific outcomes.

Table 1
Phenotype | Sex |Red|Red| Yefiow | Yeliow Genotype

1| BlackHead | 3¢ Black Head

2] BlackHead [ &% Y Biack Head, SF Yellow H.
3 | Black Head, Y18 39 vy iy Yellow m‘;‘::’d’ mot

4 § Yeliow Head | 8¢ R Y | Y [ Yellow Head, SF Red H.
5] YellowHead | § [ R|R| Y | ¥ | vellow Head, BF Red H.
6 Red Head dIRIR| Y Red Head, SF Yellow H.
73 RedHead | &9 RI Y SF Red H., SF Yellow H.
8 I Red Head g IRI|R D.F. Red Head

9 l Red Head | &9 R S.F. Red Head
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Table 2

et | 92 | o3 | 941 27 1 29
1 2 2 71791 9
L li2 o2 b2 1120
. i —— ——
12 1123123 | 47 14791 79
12 | 1231 23 | 23 {123} 12
2 1 23] 31 4 a1l 7

33 2 2.3 3 3 23 2
SO TR
34 27 12347 34 1 45 14567 67
&4 Q 27 12347 34 | 34 j2347| 27
35 3 7 47 4 5 56 6
47 4 4 477 7
o
479 F 47 | 56 15681 68

W om o~
OufOs
3 1
A

]

“\o--i

36 Q 79 Pazo] 47| 47 14791 79
1,23, 456,

&7 3 1279) Jg |23A7[4567) Jo g | 6789
12,3~ 1,23,

37 Q 12,7.9) 579 123:4712347) /7511279

—

8 9 71917 6 | 68 ] 8

38 2 9 { 791 7 7 1719 ] 9

3 19 11,279 27 | 6,7 [6,789] 89

39 | Q 19 [1.278) 271 | 27 11279 19

Using Table 2

Known Genotypes: when the Inknown Genotypes: if genotypes

genotypes of a pair are known,
possible outcomes may be read at
the intersection of the male and
female genotypes.

are unknown it is still possible to
know something about the possible
outcomes. Phenotypes are grouped
in both tables allowing easy location

. of possible outcomes by phenotype.

Example: Red headed cock
(6,7,8,9) X red headed hen {7,9)
would include alf cutcomes listed in
the 16 boxes representing the
intersection of these phenotypes.
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etermining parents genotype

by outcome: Phenotypes of
offspring can be used to refine what
15 known about the parents
genotype.  In the previous example
(RH x RH) production of any
yellow heads (4,5) means that the
cock s either a #6 or #7 and the
hen 13 a2 #7.  Only boxes at
intersections  of these genotypes
contain  the correct outcomnes.
Should a #3 BHYTB also be
among the offspring the exact
genotypes of the pair are identified.
The cock and the hen are both #7

genotype.

Hopefully this article has provided
a fresh approach to the inheritance
of head coloration in Gouldians as
well as helping to clarify sex-linked
mheritance, especially as it relates to
head coloration.

We wish to extend our thanks to
Dr. Luis Baptista for his assistance
in locating materials for this article.
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Note: This article is “AH Rights
Reserved”. No part of this
article may be reprinted without
the express written permission of
the authors.

Any questions/comments
regarding this article should be
sent directly to the NFSS Editor
and all information wiil then be
forwarded to the authors.
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A Trip to the World
Bird Championship
Show

By: Bob Rittman
Wechawken, New Jersey

hea 1 odiscovered that the

World Show was being heid
i Zuthphen, Holland this year, 1t
did not ke mic long to make up my
mind 0 go. 1 could also sce two
fricnds whom [ only know through
correspondence and  phone calls,
and sce the show at die sume fame.
1 arrved in Amsterdam ou the 2™
of February and took o tain to my
hotel and the show m Zuthphen,
The next morning it was a fifteen-
minute walk through die mrow
cobblestone streets with vicws of the
magmificent old  architecture  all
around me.

fter paying the admnssion to
the show {about $7.50), you
enter the venme, which is imimense.

After a quick look around, | went
mto the diing hall © meet my
friend Fred Panjer. Fred 15 a
fifteen-tme world champion winaer
with Fapancse Meeuwen a5 they sav
m the Netherlands, or Bengalese as
they are called I England, and
Societics as they are valled in the
United States. Fred has spectalized
inn the Japanese Meeuwen for over
thirty years.

Fr{;d arcved wath Jan Wignnore
and Mr s. Van der Reck
After introductions we had a bire o
cat at the dining hadl where Frod
and Jan presented me with 2 book
that  was  fitled  The  Jupancsc
Meeuwen book which they co-
authored w0 19850 They  also
tuscribed it for me. Mro Van dor
Reck s the Prosident of the Jocd
bird ¢lub of which Fred 15 Viee

President (see photograph below).

Om‘f; instde the show hall, Fred
procecded  to explain 0 me

what hie felt was good and bad on
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cach of the Japanese Meeuwen.
According to the catalog there were
335 of the breed entered and we
looked at every omel Next we
looked at all the other types of
finches in that hall (see photograph
below from left to right S.v.d. Reck,
F. Panjer and B. Rittman}.

the train on Thursday and spend
the day at Fred’s home.

On the walk back 10 my hotel, I
met three birdkeepers who
drove over from England.  They
were locking for the show hall but
as the show was closed for the day

hen it was on to the smaller

hall that housed all of the
hybrids. 1t seems to me that
breeding hybrids in Europe is very
popalar, vot only with European
birds but other types as well. Two
of the most impressive and vividly
colored hybrids were a redheaded
normal Goulddian/Fri-colored
Parrot Finch cross and the other
was a Crimson/Star Finch cross,
The next hall exhibited all of the
hookbifls and some dove and quall
Before the close of the show for the
day we made plans for me to take

we planned to meet the next day.

I spent this day taking more
photographs and checking out all
of the vendors at the show. There
were atieast five of the well known
egg food makers there, along with
eight to ten seed compames each
sefling ten to twelve different seed
mixtares.  Other vendors had
everything for sale, from cage fronts
to wooden mousctraps.  They had
different  and  nteresting  ard
supphes that you cannot find here in
the States. [ could have Rlled a

28
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whole plane myself if T bought
everything that interested me!

he next day I was on a tin to

Fred’s home.  The train
system in Holland 1s very efficient
and the signs at the station are not
so hard to figure out. The ride was
about one and half-hours long.
Fred drove me to his home, where {
met his wife and three sons. He
showed me the medals and silver
trophies that he won this year with
his Japanese Meeuwen. Then it
was off to his birdroom. For
someone like me whose interest lies
with the Japanese Meeuwen, this
was Utopial  The color, size and
conformation of his birds were a
sight to see! The black-brown, red-
gray, black eye whites, albino and
variegated ali were there.

fter taking some photographs,

he showed me his collection of
Bengalese information.  After a
dehcious Dutch dinner prepared by
his wife, a little more Bengalese
discussion and then back to the
station for the return trip to my
hotel.

he next day I met my other

good friend Sonja Koning at
the train station. We walked to the
show where we looked at the
waxbills. Sonja 18 very
knowledgeable with the waxbills
and all birds for that matter. She
translated the names of the birds
that were used to make the hybrids.
We looked at the booksellers’ tables,

There are so many books that we do
not have access to here in the States,
but they are written in Dutch or
German.

onja pointed out the white

Cutthroat and the Timor
Zebras. The white Cutthroats are a
white color with the red throat. The
Timor Zebras are sub-species of the
normal zebra but are very small,
almost waxbill size. There was also
the Eumo Zebra with a gray cheek,
gray throat, and black belly.

On Sunday, the last day of the
show, 1 met Fred again. He

was there to pick up his birds and
the medals he had won. One of the
medals was another gold for the
best black-brown Bengalese, a silver
medal for the black-brown stam
{showing a team of four birds of the
same sex and year and all look
alike), and a gold for a red-gray.
We looked at the Japanese
Meeuwen once more.

here were over 22,000 birds

entered in the show! The
majority of them were from
Holland, Belgium, Germany, and a
good showing from France and
Italy. On the first day that the show
is open to the public they estimated
that there were 30,000 people
present. The birds are brought to
show on January 23 for the foreign
entries, and the next day the Dutch
birds are entered. The entries are
judged from the 25® to the 28%.
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"T'he show is open to the public from
January 31 to February 8.

left  with the following

abservations. We in the United
States are far behind the Furopean
bird breeders. In Furope people
keep and breed birds for the
challenge and enjoyment  Over
here for a lot of birdkeepers it turns
into & get rich quick dream and
quality goes out the window. I saw
buses from countries all over
Europe at the show, the people
from the buses could buy a carrying
cage and a bird and take them
home. Here to get the same birds
you have to pay up to several timnes
the price you paid for the bird to go
through quarantine.

How can you get enthusiastic about
improving your line or bringing in a
new type of bird when you have the
expense of a quarantine and ‘red
tape” bhanging over your head?
You're limited to using the birds
that are here. I'm not saying that
the birds here are not good, but if
you saw what's in Hurope you'd
know what I'm talking about. We
should &y and improve our birds
now because it's only going to get
harder in the future.

! I ‘o sum it up — the trip was a
wonderful and  thoroughly

educating experience. 1 would
recomnmend that if anyone has the
opportunity to see a World Show
they should take it. Pm certainly
glad that I did!

TWO NOTED FOOD CRITICS
TELL IT LIKE IT IS...

BT T O T A T A W

"NOW HERE'S A MEAL WITH CLASS! »

MMMMMW lm.;

1 1 < J—— m.au ﬁlm ..........
B000 oo SHE 2% 50,000
[ R $30.50 4. {.'l'.l) ..........

20000 ...oeeee 0400 R ..........
We Trust You Youf Cmdtt Is Good With Us!

Counl Oiders « Maedion Ste Only
WQM Doy

1%
100 .kd
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Paciing ord

X3 chowgs
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Cornpton. Colifomnia 90224

(30 AN5- 1404 - Uik
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Finch Awvailability: Past, Present and Future and the Need for
Cooperative Breeding Programs (Part IT)

By: Robert Petrie
Kansas City, MO

*Authors note. This is part IT of a workshaop I had the privilege of giving at the 1997 AFA
annyal conference. 1 gave this talk 1o help spark some move sutevest in our FinchSave
program. 1 felt the membership might enjoy the talk. Part I of this arvicle was prinied in the
Now/Dec 1997 Balletin, vol. 14 no. 6. If you need a copy of that fssue you can purchase one
through NFSS' FinchShop.

The first part of this article ended with a list of finch species known in American
Aviculture and a probability number assigned to each species. This article starts
with a few graphs derived from that list.

Zera-Ten oy
Tean-Nineternf
Twenty-Twentyniselfp
Thirty-Thiztynminep
Ferty-Fortymnin
Fikty-Fifeynin
Sixty-Sixtymine
Seventy-Seventynina
Eighty-Eightymin
Ninty-Nimtyniz
Cuehxadiedp

Chart 5. Graph of the groupings of the probability numbers of the species of the
Family Estrlididae.
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Zero-MNine
Ten-Ninetesn proproe
Twenty Twentyuinas
Thirty-Thkirtyzings
Farty-Fertyrine T
Fifty-Fiftysins p—
Sixty-Sixtynine
Seventy-Seveulysine
Eighty -Eightyninn
Ninty Nizatyaine

Chart 6. Graph of the groupings of the probability numbers of the species of the
Family Fringillidae.

Zero-Nine
Tex-Nineteen
Twenty-Twentynine il
Thirty-Thirtynine
Forty-Fertynine
Fiflsy-Fiftynine
Sixtg-sixzynlne
Seventy Scventynine
Elﬁhzy-Eightyn:ne
¥isty-Nigtynine

Chart 7. Graph of the groupings of the probability numbers of the species of the
Family Plociedae.
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Slxtg‘-*Sixtyninc
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Elﬁi}ty Eightynine
inty-Niatynine

Chart 8. Graph of the groupings of the probability numbers of the species of the

subfamily Emberizinae.
Zero-Hine
n-Ninetean
Twenty-Twentyniue
Thlxty~ hirtynine
Far F- gri¥unins
Fifty-Fiftynine
Sixty-Sixtynine
Seveniy-Spventiyning
Blﬁh:y*Elghtymne
zntgvﬂzntynlne
nehundred

Chart 9. Graph of the groupings of the probability numbers of all the Families and

Subfamily of finches.

Charts § through 9 were derived by grouping the probability number of the each
species nto categories. The categories were 0-9, 10-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59,
60-69, 70-79, 80-89, 90-99, and 100. As we can see from the charts that only the
Family Estrildidae had 2 reasonable number of species above the halfway mark. The
family Fringillidae was next to have its number peak higher. The Family Plociedae
and the Subfamily Emberizinae and all finches grouped together had their peaks in
the 30-40 range. When we average the probability numbers they come out to
Estrildidac-42, Fringillidae-31, Plociedae-24, Emberizinae-32, and all finches-32.
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H the average probability numbers for the Families and Subfamily are fairly

close. Estrildidae and then Fringillidae had the greatest spread of numbers
that means a number of species that mted quite high and quite low on the
probability of their presence in American aviculture. Overall the group, finches,
rated fairly low on the probability scale meaning that most species either were not
reproduced enough andfor there 1s not a sufficient sized population in North
America.

everal decades ago the American Association of Zoos and Aquariums, which is

the central affiliation of almost all North American zoos and 15 known a5 the
AAZA, realized that several well-known species of animals were becoming
extremely rare in the wild and further imports would not be possible. Most hkely
some captive individuals maybe needed for release into the wild to help the natural
population. With this realization it became apparent that there was a need to manage
the entire North American captive population as a whole. Without any further wild
imports the population would need to be managed to minimize inbreeding and
maintain as much of the oniginal genetic variability as possible.

he AAZA created what is called SSPs, which stands for Species Survival

Plans; for certain designated species of animals that it deemed critically
endangered. Our own Red Siskin Recovery Plan is designed from S8Ps. Do to the
limited space in North American Zoos no population would be large enough to
maintain genetic diversity indefinitely. SSPs; therefore, are set up to manage the
species for specific lengths of tme. In order for those species to be managed to
maintain genetic diversity and avoid inbreeding for those lengths of time there was a
minimum number of individuals needed to begin the program. Longcd fived
species like Flephants, with generation tumes of 20-30 years, the mimmum
beginning number can be much smaller than a shorter lived species like finches,
which have generation times of 1-2 years.

To give us some an idea of the very lowest minimum beginning number we
would need for a finch species let us do some very simplfied calculations. Let
us also assume we managed our species so they do not reproduce until their third
year giving a lengthen generation time of 3 years and we are going to manage them
for just 20 years in captivity. There would be about seven generations in that twenty

years.

Considering that unrelated pairings decreases exponentially with cach successive
generation. From that we can work backwards to calculate that, with a stable
population, we would need a minimum of 124 pairs to prevent inbreeding and
maintain genetic diversity. Earlier we tallied 152 species of finches that might
possible be in American aviculture. If we need a minimum of 124 pairs of 152
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species that would calculate to needed space for adeast 18,848 pairs in our
collections and this is assuming that al! pairs reproduce. This number is a bare
minimum for those 152 species for just 20 years.

In my 18 years of working with fellow aviculturists I have noticed that the
majority of finch enthusiast maintain just a couple of pairs of finches. The much
larger collections are typically the minority. Just to give us and idea of the posable
available space for finch pairs in American aviculture, } would estimate an average
of 10 pairs of finches per finch breeder is rough but realistic. For each person with
20 to 50 pairs of finches there is ateast 4 to 10 people with just a couple of pairs. If
that estimation would prove correct that would mean we would need around 2000
(18,848/10 = 1885 finch breeders here in the US. A national organization
dedicated primarily to finches, The National Finch and Softbill Society, has an
annual membership around 800. If NFSS’ membership were to make up 40% of
the number of finch breeders in the US, then the requirement of 2000 finchbreeders
would be possible. If all our assumptions were true then it would hypothetically be
possible to maintain all those species in captivity.

Our hypothetical situation would only work if there were no more than 124
pairs of each species. We know that for many of the common speaies, like
Societies, Zebras, Goulds and Owls, there are far more than 124 pairs in the US.
All those additional pairs over 124 take away from possible available space for other
species. Our situation also assumes that all pairs will reproduce and we all know that
doesn't always hold true. Most of the figures are rough estimates and we took guite
a few assumptions, but witheut any concrete numbers we must settle for estimations.
I don't think many of us want mandatory recording of our collectons. Any
voluntary survey of the species held and numbers of them would be far from
complete. So in order for us to maintain our own privacy of our aviaries we are
going to have to continue to work with rough estimates and assumptions. If these
estimations are even close, they show that of the mere 20% of the known finch
species in the world that are, or were, found in American aviculture we do not have
enough available space for viable captive populations of all them. Some further
imports will be necessary.

1l this does give us an idea of availability of some of the finch species. Many of

the species we are familiar with will have a captive population here m America
and will not need further imports to maintain the population. The rarer species; on
the other hand, will need some further imports into the country if we are going to
see any of them in our aviaries. The Wild Bird Conservation Act was enacted to
stop the total reliance on wild-caught birds for pets and to protect wild populations.
Those species not listed 1n CITES, Convention of International Trade in Exotic
Species, have no regulations banning their importation. Only those CITES listed
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species are regulated, but with the growing human population, especially in the
third world countries of Asia, Africa, and South America, more and more
species will continue o be added to the CITES list.

hose species, which are the majority, listed under the appendices I or [H

of CITES are not the critically endangered ones. They are the rare or
unknown status species. Appendix I and IIT species can be imported with a
cooperative breeding program permits. In order to receive permits we
aviculturist will need to prove we can and do actually establish finch species in
captivity. It has been done with the majority of Australian finches but there is
no numbers for written proof of the fuct. Enrolling and participating in
voluntary cooperative breeding programs, such as the Red Siskin Recovery
project and NFSS' FINCHSAVE program, we aviculturists can compile the
needed information to prove to the Fish and Wildlife Service that we can and
do create viable captive populations of the species of finch that we wish to keep.
By doing this voluntarily on our own we could still maintain some of our
privacy from the federal government and still import some of those rarer exotic
species.
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The 1998 National Finch and Softbill Society Census

The NFSS Annual Census continues to be a valuable service for finch and softbill breeders. Through the voluntary census,
NFSS is able to identify breeders of finches and softbills being bred in captivity. Unfortunately, the current status of bird
importations has had a detrimental effect on breeders trying to obtain new bloodlines. The census results that are published in the NFSS Bulletin, provide the necessary
information to assist various breeders in locating avian stock, locating others with shared interests, and continuing presesvation efforts. Please take a few minutes and
review and fill out this census form. The information you share with your feliow NESS members will assist aviculture and help preserve finch and softbill species in
captivity in the years to come.

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR CENSUS TODAY! NFSS WILL PUBLISH/RELEASE ONLY YOUR PHONE NUMBER.
(ali other personal information will remain confidenal)

Send completed form to:
FinchSave/Census Manager Phone: Email: Fax:
Daniel Almaguer Name:
P.O. Box 5333015 Please send
Orlando, FL. 32853-3615 Address: in your
Phone: {407) 894-3808 o . . Census
Fax: (407) 894-6400 City: State: Zipr 8/1/9?
Email: DRAFinch@aol.com NFSS Member # . Date of Application:
Species (specify type) | # in Flock Source Breeding # of Housing | Environment Method Bands
M ¥ ? | Domestic/Import | Yes/No Generations | Cage/Aviary | Indoor/Quidoor | Parents/Foster | Closed/Open/Noae
123456
# in box v box v box ¥ box v box ¥ box v box ¥ box
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To: NFSS Membership
Subject: Research into Finch Species Relationships

cter to the Edifo
“

What is the project?

We're working on relationships among the estmldid finches. We
have samples for DNA for most species of finches, and we have
good success working with 2 single til or wing feather from a bird.
The base of the feather quill has a lot of DNA.

How are samples provided?

Easy to send. Put # feather in an envelope with the name of the
kind of bird. I more than one bird, wrap each bird’s feather
separatcly with the name and mail to me at the muscum address
listed below. If you can send a photo of the bird that will help me
keep a record of 1t.

What species are needed?

We have samples of most kinds of finches but not all. Here 15 2
list of what we do not have available. Anything on this hst would
be most welcome,

Names follow Clement’s “Finches and Sparrows {mosdy)

Africa:

Estritda migriloris, black-faced waxbill

Estrilda kandti, Kandt's waxbill

Estrilda pohopareia, Anambra waxbill

Estrilda (paludicola) ochrogaster, Abyssinian waxbill,
Estrilda rufibarba, Arablan waxbil

Lagonosticta (Jarvata) vinacea, vinaceous firefinch
Parmoptila jamesoni, Jameson's antpecker

Pyrenestes s. sanguineus, W African scederacker (brown back)
Ortygospiza locustelia uelensis, northers locust finch
Spermestes {bicolor) migriceps, red-backed manmkmn
Phohdornis rushiae, st-hylia (estreldid #)

Australia:

red-eared firetail, Emblema oculasa

beautiful fretal, Emblema bella
crimnson finch, Neochmia phaeton
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Other Australasia:

Lonchura leucogastroides, Javan munia

Lonchura maja, white-headed munia

Lonchura paflida, pale-headed munia

Lonchura fuscans, dusky munia

Lonchura kelaarti, rufous-bellied / black-throated munia

Lonchura {malacca) quinticolor, five-colored / chestnus-and-white munia

New Guinea:

Oreostruthus fuliginosus, crimson-sided mountain finch
Lonchura tistissima, streak-headed munia

Lonchura {tristissima} leucosticta, white-spotted munia
Lonchura nevermans, gray-crowned munia

Lonchura stygia, black mannikin

Lonchura grandss, great-hilled mannikin,

Lonchura montana, snow mountain mannikin
Lonchura monticola, alpine mannikin

Lonchura teerinki, grand valley mannikin

Lonchura vana, grey-banded mannikin

Lonchura caniceps, grey-headed mannikin

L.onchurz spectabilis, hooded munia

F.oachura hunsteini, mottied munia,

ELonchura melaena, thick-billed / Bismarck 1nunia
Lonchura forbesi, New freland munia

Lonchura {forbesi) nigerrima, New Hanover Maunia

Parrot Finches:

Erythrura viridifacies, green-faced parrothinch

Erythrura tricolor, wricolored / blue-breasted / Forbes parrotfinch
Erythrura coloria, red-eared/ Mindanao / Mt Katanglad parrotfinch
Erythrura papuana, Papuan parrotfinch

Exythrura cyaneoventris, red-headed parrothinch

Erythrura (cyaneoventris) regia, New Hebrides parrothinch
Erythrura kleischmidtii, pink-billed / Fiji parrotfinch

Robert B. Payne, Curator of Birds and Professor of Zoology

c/oUniversity of Michigan

3619 Museum of Zoology

1109 Geddes Ave.

Ann Arbor, MIT 48169-1079 LISA

Phone: 734-647-2208, Fax: 734-763-4080, Emal rboavne@umich.edy
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\,etter to the Edito »

To: NFSS Membership
Subject: Shelter for Disabled Domestic Birds

Hello! My name is Marcia Kolb and I am the founder and
director of Cloudcuckooland Shelter for Disabled Domestic Birds.
We take everything from finches to large parrots. Babies born
disabled and adults disabled since birth or with non-contagious,
degenerative diseases. No wild birds. We also have a number of
able-bodied parrots forming, in toto, a "blended classroom” of
sorts. The disableds learning from the able-bodied and the reverse.
(We of course learn from them alll) We wanted to let breeders
know that we were here.

QOur non-profit status is in the works. We have a national advisory
board and vet-inspected facilities, with a vet who visits here as need
be. We also have a fast growing website, with nearly 3200 visits in
just over 3 months, We are striving to act as an international forum
for those individuals and shelters that care for same. Several
companies have generously donated products to us -- Zupreem and
Lafebers in quantity as well as others. We put donors on our
special denor page with a link back to your website and our donors
have had good response from being on the Cloudcuckooland
website. Too, with our non-profit status already underway,
anything you could donate would be deductible on next year's
faxes.

Of course cash is always needed here. We currently have 2§
parrots indoors (about 50 finches and small birds fly free in an
outdoor greenhouse aviary) and are expecting 4 more disableds
coming in very soon. QOur numbers are rising
all the tme. Incoming are 2 disabled baby sun conures, a disabled
baby bare-eye cockatoo, and a disabled adult Alexandrine. Indoors
we have 14 tiels and up to the small cockatoos. We never know
what will come in, so food, cages, toys and playgyms of ali sizes are
needed. Anything you could donate would be wonderful. Please
visit our website to see more about us, and call if you have any
questions. Our phone number is 910-675-8098. The website
address is: www.cloudcuckooland.com .
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Nylon Netted Flighes and Cages

gCO tO Fl@ e “Our Birds Love

Sev

ustomers Rate Ecotone A+
* as a safe environment
* providing effective containment

* in 2 low-stress

+ spacious natural setting
* beautifully designed

+ for small to mid-sized birds:
hookbills, softbills, finches

Qur New Moadels Offer
* Soft netted walls

+ {71 color combinations
+ new designs in wood

* 3 models and 11 sizes
+ low maintenance

» easy cleaning

We Are The Best Value Around
+ unobstructed view of birds

*+ full range of options

* customized designs

+ sizes to 3D x S'W x 6'H

prices from $409.95

Manufactured by Lions Industries For The Blind
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€ The Avian Medicine Chest..

Speciatiying in Hatunal Solutions ts Bind Fealth

DISCOVER
MOTHER NATURE'S SECRET

At last! Bird health prodicts that work with Mother Nature's own
unigae healing powers! We carry an extensive selection of Natural
Products designed to improve the hezlth of your birds
- .. and they are reasonably priced

The Avian Medicine Chest™ is dedicated to the prevention
and remedy of illness in birds through the use of:

herbs « minerals » vitamins » healing « microbials
*FEATHER PICKING?
* BACTERIA PROBLEMS?
= CHRONIC SICKNESS?
* BREATHING PROBLEMS?
«FUNGUS PROBLEMS?

*ORGANICALLY CLEAN
YOUR FACILITY?

Prevention is the best medicine!
Call for details and ro order!

Call: (712) 647-2079

Each new customer will receive:

SPECIAL BONUS!!IT  10uqunely newsletie

1 A free consultation
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EDUCATION IS THE FIRST STEP TO HEALTH & FITNESS

INTRODUCING—NoaH's Kingbom ® Whole Life Cycle Products for Birds
WHOLE FooDs—-made with a compiete mix of human-grade ingredients -
atl ins their natural states ~ All the very wholesome components necessary
for the health, fithess & well being of your feathered friend.

VMA PLUS—a whole food supplement containing Spirulina and Bee
Polien, super-foods to feed the planet! A fortifying mixture of 100%
human-grade ingredients, including Lecithin, Kelp and a speciai blend of
12 herbs.

SKiN & FEATHER CONDITIONER—= mixture of the highest-quality certified
organic oils to bring out the natural giow of your bird: unrefined cold-
pressed Flax, Soy, Sunflower, Sesame, Pumpkin Seed and Borage Qils
containing 'Essential Fatty Acids’ (EFAs)-Omega 3, 6, 9 and GLA.

Yes indeed, unconditional love deserves uncompromising qualify. This is
why we took special care in developing a full ine of nourishing products.
if your loving bird is unhappy with our Whoie Life Cycle program. for any
reason, you can return any unused portion for a fult refund.

OUR INGREDIENTS TELL IT ALL!

CaLL 800-662-4711 {(NoaHs1 1)

Mention The National Finch & Softbil Society and receive
15% off your first order

Call for breeder & wholesate pricing
We also manufacture a complete line of dog & cat products.

®

PO8 8277, Red Bank, N} Q7701
(732) 933-1001, {732) 933-0505 (F}. mkatzman@monmouth.com

FROM NATURE ... TO NOAH ... TO YoU
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L1 Bit

By: Lynn R. Latham
Alpharetta, Georgia

Dear Kerri: | received my issue
of the NFSS Bulletin today,

read the Contents, and turned
immediately to your story, “Life
with Oonie” (published in Nov/Dec
issue). Ft certainly touched my
heart because I have an equally dear
hand fed finch. Although 1 have
many dearly loved birds: 4 parrots,
a canary and naturally countless
finches; this one has especially
touched my life.

Littlf: Bit was the sole surviving
chick n a clutch of society
finches. I could see glimpses of her
in the nest and ber appearance was
one I find especially appealing — lots
of white about the face and head.
When she was about 3 weeks old, 1
peeked into the nest to gauge when
she might be ready to fledge, when,
to my horror, I noticed that her leg
was pomnting skyward. 1 snatched
her out of the nest, and not only was
her ieg hornbly splayed, but one eye
appeared to be half the size of the
other! I telephoned my vet and
rushed her in for a check. We
hobbled her leg with vet wrap and
treated the eye with ophthalmic
ointment. The vet gave me the bad
news: 1 would have to hand feed
(something I have never done
before), but she knew 1 could
handle it.

he next morning began the

routine of packing up baby
and baby related equipment and
taking her to work with me. f seem
to rushed in the morning and hand
feeding so intimidating and fime
consuming, that I would put poor
hobbled Little Bit in her butter tub
into the cage and her Mom would
feed her before I left for work. My
boss endured 4 weeks of me
bringing this little bird to work and
hand feeding constantly. Listle Bit
maintained such spirit, enthusiasm
and cooperation throughout the
ordeal of inexperienced me feeding
her. She was and is a cuddier.

ow, at 2-1/2 years old, she

remains without a doubt the
sweetest, gentlest soul [ have ever
known. When she hears me open
the front door each evening, she
cries are loudest of all the birds with
joy at my returi. Her handicap
accessible cage sits on my bedroom
dresser in front of a mirror, and
before I uncover her cage in the
morning, 1 can see her reflection in
the  mirror, trembling with
anticipation at seeing me. She has
some interest in the other society
finches, and from time to ttme I will
put her cage with them for a few
minutes, but she just can’t manage
without her handicap perches and
special nest.  She has continuing
problems with her eye — it waters
constantly and from time to time
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becomes crusty and will glue imself
shut. She seems grateful when 1
take a soft, damp cloth and gently
wipe away the crustiness and she
rubs her head against the cloth as if
she enjoys her “bath”. 1 would give
anything if she were just a normal
finch, like all of the others. Bat,
knowmng and loving her has added
dimension to my love of birds — all
birds, inside and outside — and I
wiil always remnember and treasure
the great privilege 1 have been given
i having this tiny, special bird to
love.

handraised  an  abandoned

Gouldian finch from day one.
Much more difficult, much more
ame consuming, much scaner. He
too went to work each day, where 1
fost 15 minutes from each hour in
feeding him. He went to dinner
parties, meetings, everywhere [
went.  Today he is a beautifid,
funny, optnionated, spinited bird
who s the darhing of all my bird
friends. He knows no strangers,
sings and dances on my finger and
attempts to mate with my big toel
He too is a special treasure but still,
Litle Bib is the one whose love
brings tears to my eyes and a simule
to my lips as 1 kiss her tiny head.

hose whoe think finches aren't

“companion  birds"” haven’t
been blessed by the special love
these listle ones bring.

44
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Learning about
Ringneck Doves

By: Candice Patrick
Pensacola, Florida

opie who stop by my tables at

bird fairs are often surprised to

see how gentle Ringneck Doves are

and all the colors that have now

been produced by these birds. Over

70 different colors have been

documented although some are stll

in the “experimental stage” to test
for breeding pureness.

‘ N 7 ith approximately 35 official
colors, the future looks

interesting for the doves. To add to
the colors, there are the feather
types: normal, silky, and crested.
The silkies cannot fly due to the
barbs on their feathers not
interlocking. They are similar o
semi-plume feathers. When one
breeds sitkies, one bird needs to be
normal and its mate z silky.
Otherwise, the offspring may be
“too sitky” or the feathers may grow
straight up or backwards making it
uncomfortable for the baby bird as
well as posing a risk from drafts and
moisture on the skin.

ost people are familiar with

the brown doves and the
white doves. The brown ones are
usually fawns. The dark brown
ones (that are close to the same
color as the wild Mourning Doves
that most everyone sees in their

yards) are called “wild-type” or
“wild”. People often confuse the
Eurasian Collared Dove
(Streptopelia  deaocto) with the
Ringneck  Dove  (Streptopelia
risoria}. The Ringneck Dove is also
known as the Ringed Turtle-Dove.
The Eurasian Collared Dove is
atleast an inch or more larger than
the Ringneck. It also has a very
conspicuous white border around
the black neck ring as well as gray
undertail coverts. The Ringneck’s
undertail is white. The Eurasian
Collared Dove can be found in
Florida (over 100,000 strong),
Georgia, Louisiana, and Alabama,
There may also be some near

Chicago, Hinois.

few of the colors that have

been developed over the years
inciude: Frosty, Frosty Ash
Pearled, Peach, Apricot, Frosty Ice,
Pink, Roan, Grizzled, Tangerine,
Violet Neck, Orange Neck, Silver
Ivory, Rosy, Chimnoy, Platnum,
Sunkist, Bulleyed White, QOrange,
Orange  Whiteback, Tangerine
Whiteback, Ash, Creme, and the
Pieds (orange, peach, wild, fawn,
créme, efe.).  Silkies come in all
cotors as well as pied. The crested
are available in a few colors and are
still hard to find,

Some of the white dove colors
include: ivory, frosty ice, albino,
créme, pink, bull.eyed white,
normal white, etc. There are even
varieties within the colors. Ivory
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Eye Color: is it red, orange, red-
orange, yeliow, mottled, or green?
Beak: is it black, slatey gray, flesh
{pinkish} color or flesh tipped in
black?

Neckring: is it pure white, gray, or
black? On some white birds the ring
may be very faint.

Wings (primarnes): are they white,
mixed colors, gray, or very dark
brown/black?

Tal: is the tail snow white, mixed
colors, having some grav on the
underside or a fairly sclid color?
Head and Chest: arc they the same
color as the body of the bird or a
different color altogether?

Body: is it a solid color or two or
mote colors!

Do keep this in mind. The eye
colors can change on young
birds as well as the feather colors.
Some birds must go through two or
more molts before their true color is
seen {such as violet necks). This is
where good record keeping can play
an amporant role. A dove can
produce a color from several
previous generations. A throwback
may come from as far back as 8
generations.

aring  the  first  year

determining the sex of a dove
can be tricky. Both sexes can coo
and bow. A young male 2 months
of age may start attempting his first
coos.  Usually it s a bt laee
When the hens coo it is a softer and
sometimes lower pitched sound.

Cocks have been seen bowing and
coong and trying to breed with
both hens and other cocks. Birds
can swart breeding as early as 8
months, but I like to wait until they
are a full year before setting them
up for breeding. On adult birds,
sexing i a bit easier. Feel at the
vent for he pubis bones. On the
cock, the two bones will be close
together.  The hens will be further
apart to allow passage of the egg.
For a real novice, check # hen thar
has just fnished laying her eggs.
There 15 a big difference in the
width of the cock and hens bone

placement at the vent.

Anather way is to breed only

certain colors. Sorne colors are
crossed sex-linked. For example, if
the cock 15 a fawn and the hen 1s a
white the possible offspring will be
#1 both white, #2 both fawn, or
#3 one white and one fawn
Usually 1t is #3. Since the hen is
white, we know that the cocl s the
white baby and the hen must be the
fawn baby.  Lets reverse the
situation. A white cock 1s bred to a
fawn hen. The white baby is a hen
and the fawn baby is a cock. Other
colors are cross sex-linked also.

he future is anyone’s guess

with the colors available on
Ringncck Doves. New colors come
o light each vear. Carcful record
keeping and bandmyg (with closed
leg bands), are both big parts in
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breeding of doves and especially
when dabbling with all the new
colors. Happy Doving!

Note: Candice Patrick is the owner
of Snowfire Farm Aviary and is a
multi-champion silky dove breeding
and exhibitor.

Please note: The befow show report was not received in time to be
published in the March/Apni edition of the Bulletin. Should any
club be aware of a show report that has not yet been published please

contact the editor,

Rose City Bird Club, Portland, OR, November 8, 1997
Judge: Bill Parlee, 10 Exhibitors, 60 Entries

Piace | Points { - Exhibitor © -} - Species Band # -
l 7 Julie Duimstra CEFW Zebra Finch D1215695
2 6 Jubie Duimstra Orange-rumpesd BC289-94

Diamond Spamow
3 § Paul Hansen Red-headed
Gouldian
4 4 Julie Duimstra Eaghtback Zebra D13344-96
Finch
5 3 Faye Sibverstein Black-headed
Gouldian
6 2 Faye Silverstein Normal Java Rice
Bird
7 I Julie Duimstra CFW Zebra Finch D6373-97
g Paula Hansen Blue Capped Wazbiil
9 Julie Duimstra Black/Whiw
Mannikin Pair
10 Faye Silverstein Pekin Robin
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Seacoast Publishing Proudly Introduces:

“W@RLD « BIRDS 2.

Cockatial & Farakeet Worltk « Finch & Canary World « Parret Worlt « Birder Worbd

The Accent is on Quality
The Key Concept: All three magazines wii
have their own section, complete wlth cover
page, table of contents, and separate artlcies]

This colortul new magazine wilf offer you a fresh and innovative
approach to Your World of Birds. Become a better owner, dis.
cover the secrets of the experts. and benefit from their valuable
advice on 1o care for, breed, and show these popular birds. it's
bigger and better than ever! Only $19.95 per year. This is......

Your World of Birds! Subscribe Today!
Published Quarterly

* herommarivy Aamcies ¢ Bowwmrul Protocaarss # Frasunio

. Cortmnists + Fun STomss » INFORMATION On AVIAN RESEARCH AN
+ Cockatiel & Parakeet Workd Conssavanon!? = A spoTLICHT on Maniann, Zoos ann Avia
+ Finch & Canary Worid

Paocaams + A Bazepeas Cormar » Cassiien Aps © Surprisest
» Parrot World

» Subscribe for two years lo Your World of Birds magatine. for $38.95. and Receive
a Free Copy of The Bird Care Handbook and Resource Guide. & $7.00 Value! Hlp

The Bird Caee Handdook and Aescurce Guige & a valvahie masul of prachical mboamation 02 how to leke
proner care of gviary and compardon hirds shilizng the advansed aviculturzl cozcepts of rhe 99's. WindariLslly
benghicid? for individual Bird owners. it is also igeal for Pel Stares, Yetaringry Tnies, Bird Cluds, and Bird
Beeaders who need a Righ guality, easarndiy sliced inlbemalion scuece o give o their members and chents!
You will denelit Irgs artickes wriden by 25 weli-known avicuiinnsts on Findiag e Right Bird, Nulritien,
Eousing, Yeterinary Cae, Breeing. Fsashez Plackm& First A, Housshold Emtrgencies, 'Busting the Myths,”

and Sate Toys J nin i lew. G Pliiaghegins with o5 few 33 17 Lapies, (B4 pages in Colos?)

Al current subscribers wiff be recelving this sxciling now rmagazing?

() Yes, | would Hke to subscribe to Your World of Birds!

, 41 year-$19.85 ) 2 years-$38.95 [ Sample-$6.50
. ’410 Biling + Fezte Make Chacks payable to Seacoast PubEshing « Canada & Mexico add $9.09 » Forsion add 529 ¢

Name: Phone:

Address Apt No:
City: State: Zip:
Credit Card: Exp. Date:

() 1 am subscribing for two yaars, Plaase send & Free Copy of the Bird Cara Handbook
2] Piease send Oniy The Bird Care Handbook 1or $7.90 postpaid  Amt Ench: 8

For Fastest Service, Call 1.800.864.2500 (orders, only please!) LIRS
> Office/lnquiries (408) 655.3500 » Fax: (408) 655.3950
Web: hitp:/ fwww.seacoastpub. com = Email: seacoast@seacoastpub.com
Please retum this card with your check, money order, or credit card information $o;

Seacoast Publishing * 850 Park Avenue » Monterey, CA 93940
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NFSS ELECTION BALLOT
2™ Vice President — Term 1998-99

Candidate Bios:

Kerre Ann McCoy
Birmingham, Alabama

As current Editor of the NFSS Bulletin Kerri is interested 10 broadening
her responsibilities in the arca of Publications for the NFSS, She grew up
in Fairfield County, Connectieut and attended Northeastern University in
Boston, MA and majored in English. Starting at the age of fourteen, she
worked for a large boarding kennel in the northeast. After college, she
worked for ABB Environmental Systems 1n Norwalk, CT for six years,
before relocating to the Birmingham, AL, area. Fer business background
lies 10 the Sales, Marketing and Precontract,

Currently Kerrt is a stay-at-home Mom with a four-year-old son. Aside
from being Editor for the NFSS, she is self-employed running her own
bird breeding business.

Hler interest in birds began as a child and at present she keeps a wide
variety of Finch species, two hand raised Lovebirds, and an African Gray
Parrot,

She would welcome the opportunity to be elected 2™ Vice President of the
National Finch and Softhill Seciety and continue to devote her efforts to
what she views as a worthwhile organization.
PLEASE PLACE YOUR VOTE FOR NESS 2® VP BELOW,;
Kernt MeCoy

Write {n

Please detach and mail by 1 August to:

Dale & Eileen Laird
P.O. Box 2459
Goldenrod, FE. 32733
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Show dates: 11/7

o Rmte | - Club Name - Delegate - | Contact #
AL Ccntrai Alabama Avicultural | Ginny Allen (334} 749.7168
Society
Show dates: 9/
CA Golden Gate Avian Society, Steve Payne | (925) 449.1252
Inc.
CA America’s Family Pet Expo Safly (619) 452-9423
Show dates: 4/18 Huntington
CA Finch Society of San Diego Sally {619} 452.9423
County Huatngton
Show dates: 11/7 & 11/8
CA Santa Clara Valley Canary & | Al Seminerio
Exotic Bird Club
Show dates: 11/27, 28 & 29
O Rocky Mountain Society of | Glenda Pullum | {303) 9371498
Aviculture
Show dates: 18/16-10/18
Mountain Regional Show!
CT Connecticut Association for | Laura Sherman | (914)266-5617
Aviculture
Show dates: 10/24Northeast
Regional Show!
FL Aviary & Cage Bird Society Carrie (954) 432-3349
of South Flonda Efstathion
Show dates: 8/22 Southeast
Regional Show!
F1. Flonida State Fair Exotic Dale Laird {407) 6577989
Bird Show
Show dates: 2/14 & 2/15
Fi. Florida West Coast Avian Joy Johnson | (941) 966-6238
Society
Show dates: 11/1
GA Georgna Cage Bird Society Derrel Ward
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Show dates: 10/24Mid-
Central Regional Show!

- Stae Club Nami gt Jontack s
FL Heartland Avian Society Maxine June | (941) 465-9358
Show dates: 2/22
FL Suncoast Avian Society, Inc. | Joe Ventimigha | (813) 392.9391
Show dates: 10/17 & 10/18
¥l Greater Brandon Avian John Floyd (813) 677-7679
Society, Inc.
Show dates: 9/12
k1. Sunshine State Cage Bird Dale Laird (407) 657-7989
Club
Show dates: 10/3-10/4Kaytee
Great American Bird Show
B Honoluluz Canary & Finch | Kathy Perreim | {808) 844.3629
Society
IN {ndiana Bird Fanciers Conrad {219) 269-.2873
! Show dates: 10/10 Meinert
1L, Greater Chicago Cage Bind | Jane & John | {708) 305-9043
Club Muscato
Show dates: 11/19 — 11/21
The National Cagre Bird
Show
il. 1Him Bird Fanciers I'om Rood (217} 774-5265
Show Date: 6/6 ]
if. National Institute of Red- Stephen V. {815} 469-8455
Orange Canaries Hopman
Show dates: 11/28 & 11/29
1A Mid-Amenca Cage Bird Rhada Shirley | (515) 243-1511
Society
Show dates: 10/3
KS Kansas Avicultural Society Chris {316) 685-9364
Gunderson
MA Aviculmnsts of Greater Laum K (781) 469-0557
Boston, Inc. MacDonald .
MA Massachusetts Cage Bird Dranna Smith | (508) 540-3214
Assoc.
Show dates: 10/17
Mi Motor City Bird Breeders, Ron Girling | (810) 751-8265
{ne.
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Ml Great Lakes Avicultural Diana Hugo {&mg} $42.0163
Society’
Show dates: 10/17
M1 Society of Canary and Finch | Patrick Vance | (248) 443-0643
Breeders
Show dates: 10/3 & 10/4
MO Missouri Cage Bird Richard & {314} 928.3444
Association Rose Dickman
Show dates: 11/6 & 11/7
MO Greater Kansas City Nita Haas (816) 331-5285
Avicultural Society
Show dates: 10/17
MO | Heartof American Hookbill | Moses Linn | (816) 5234661
& Finch Society
Show dates: 6/13
MO Midwest Zebra & Society Nitz Faas {816) 331-5285
Finch Club
Show dates: 8/8
NM New Mexico Bird Club Inc. | Gail Ranshaw | (505)822-1483
Show dates: 9/26
NY Finger [Lakes Cage Bird Rena Rouse | (315)252-7673
Association
Show dates: 9/27
NY Rochester Cage Bird Club Patrick F. (716) 288-5653
Goonan
NY New York Finch & Type Stan Kulak (718) 967-6899
Canary Club
Show dates: 10/17
OH | Cleveland Cage Bird Society | Tim Howard | (330) 337-7654
Show dates: 10/17
OH Fort Defiance Bird Club Lary Endsley | (419) 263-2795
Show dates: 9/26
OH Toledo Bird Association Rich Yunker | (419)691.9432
Show Dates: 9/19
OK Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma | Gene 1. Miller | (405} 3§2-7066
Show dates: 10/10
OR The Finch Conaection Paula Hansen | (503} 581-8208
Show dates: 4/18
PA Delaware Valley Bird Club Kris Kroner | (215) 6284143
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PA Northeastern Pennsylvania Gary Fino (717) 868-1057
Cage Bird Club
PR Organizacion Jacky (787) 752-4433
Puertorriquena de Aves Civitarese
Exoticas, Inc.
Show dates: 12/5 Caribbean
Regrional Show!
TN Southeast Tennessee Janet Burrell | (423)472.1306
Avicultural Society
™ Middie Tennessee Cage Eva Duffey (615) 361.5939
Bird Ciub
Show dates: 18/3
X Bay Area Cage Bird Club Margie (281) 338-2814
Show dates: 9/5 & 9/6 McBrayer
™ Fort Worth Bird Club Charence (81712205568
Show dates: 10/2 & 106/3 Cuiwell
X Texas Bird Breeders Assoc. Clarence {8171 220-5568
Show dates: 10/24 & 10/25 Cudweli
Midwest Repional Show!
TX Alamo Exhibition Club J.T. Payne
X Texas Canary Club Ponald 1. {281) 259-7951
Peters
VA Peninsula Cage Bird Society | Marian “Bea” | {757) 484-60¢11
Rogers
Wi Badger Canary & Finch Sue Feldstein | (414) 968-4514
Club
Show dates: 10/24
Canada | Durham Avicultural Society | Vincent Moase | (905) 723-1973
of Ontanio
Show dates: 10/25-10/27
Canada Essex-Kent Cage Bird Alfred Mion | (519) 948-6398
Society
Show dates: 16/16, 10/17 &
10/18
Canada | Manitobz Canary & Finch | Kim Cameron | (204) 782-5554
Club
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Austmlia

P.O. Box 1600,

: Gavin Dietz |  Coorparoo DC 4151
Society Queensland, Austmlia
The Avicultural Graeme 52 Harris Road
Australia | Society of Australia, 1 Tode Elliminyt, Victoria
Inc. Y 3249 Austrabia
10 Gable Terrace,
Great g Howand Wheatley Hili,
Britain The Estrildian Robinson Durham. DYHG 3T,
England
Great | The Waxbill Finch | Buzz Hope. | L0 L-itchfield Close,
Brituin Society Tngis Piymptex}: Plymouth
P17 3UU, England
97 Bent Lanes,
CGreat Zebra Finch Society, Margaret Davyhuime, Nr.
Britain England Binns Uirmston, Manchester,
M4 8WZ England
New New Zealand Finch 293 Albany Highway
Zealand Breeders Assoc.

Albany, New Zealand




JUNE:

1ikini Bird Fancters

When: 6/6

Where: Shelbyville, iIL

NFSS Judge: Clarence Culwell
Delegate: Mr. Tom Rood

(217) 7745265, Email;
grood@bmmhnet.com

Petzils: Being held at Shelby County 4-
H grounds, Shelbyvilte, IL. Contact;
Rich Rowan {§15) 756-9566, Email:
RROWAN@uaol.com.

Heart of American FHookbil]

and Finch Society

When:6/13

Where: Super 8 Motel

Grandview, MO

NFSS Judge:Conrad Meinert
Delegate:EarlCourts  {816}554-3922

AUGUST:

Midwest Zebra & Society Finch Chub
When: 8/8

Where: Grandview, Missour

Judge: Ms. Margaret Binns (England)
Belegate: Ms. Nita Haas (816 331-
5285, Emaik:
TIHAAS@OASISKC net

Dewils: Being held at Super 8 Motel in
Grandview, MO.

The Aviary and Cage Bird Society of
South Florids

REGIONAL SHOW
When: 8/22
Where: Ft, Lauderdale, FL.
NFSS Judge: Mr, Armando Lee
Delegate: Ms. Carrie Efsmthon {954}
432-1349, Email: carnice? @juno.com
Petails: Being held at War Memorial
Coliseum. Contact: Melba Wilkas,
President (954) 792-6017, Email:
al_n_melba@iuno.com

SEPTEMBER:

Central Alabama Avicultural Society
When: 9/5 & 9/6

W here: Montgomery, AL

NFSS Judge: Harold Bowles
Delegate: Ginny Allen (334) 749-7168,
Fmail: gndallen@earthlink. ne
Details:  Contmet Michael  Wolfe
mwolfe(@mindspring.com

Bay Arca Cage Bird Club

When: 9/5 & 9/6

Where: Galveston, TX

NTFSS Judge: to be annouaced
Delegute: Margic McBrayer (281)
3383814

Details: Being held at the Moody
Center, Galveston, TX

Greater Brandon Avian Society
When:9/12

Where: Florida State Fair
Grounds... Tampa, FL

NFSS Judge:Tom Rood

Delegate:John  Flowd {813)677-7679

Email: johmanda@gte net

Toledo Bird Association

When: 9/19

Where: Toledo, Chio

NFSS Judge: Tom Rood

Delegute: Mr. Rick Yunker (419} 691-
9432, Emal:
QPRRLY@UQFTOL.UTOLEDO.
edy

Details: Betng heid at Holiday Inn
Maumee, Obio.

Fort Defiance Bird Club
When:9/26

Where:Defiance, O

NFSS Judge:Conrad Meinert
Delegate:Larry Endsley
(419)263-2795 Email

D .Siebeneck drs@defnet com
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New Mexico Bird Club, fne. Where: Des Moines, Fowa
When:9/26 _ NESS Judge: Martha Wigmore
Where: 7160 Lomas  NE(K-Mart) Delegate: Rhoda Shirjey {515) 243+
Albuquerque, NM 1511
Delegate:Gail Ranshaw Details: Being held at Best Western

(505) 822-1483 Email

ransan{@swep.com Contact:
J Huffman Email:

Awindsong2{@sol com

Durham Avicultural Society of Ontario
When: 9/ 23-27

Where:Pickering Recreation Center ~
Pickertng, Ontaric

Delegate:Vincent Moase

(905) 5799078 Contact:

Paul Harnson (905)579-9078

FingerLakes Cape Bird Asso.

“Pet Bird Show and Expo”
When: 9/27

Where:Waterlood, NY

Delegate: Rena House (315) 252-
7673, Email: rrrouse(@localnet.com
Detarls: Being held at Holiday Inn

OCTOBER:

Sunshine State Cage Bird Club “The
Kavtee Greaz American Bivd Show”
When: 10/3 & 10/4

Where: Orlando, Florida

NESS Judge: Mr. Harcld Bowles
£30/3)

Delegate: Mr. Dale Laird (407) 657-
7989

Details: Being held at the Radisson
Plaza Hotel, 68 § Ivanhoe Bivd.,
Orlando, Florida. For more
information contact: Debbie Ratiff
(467) 365-7628, David Dollar (813}
937-5447. Cash and special awards
will be given to the top three winners
and division winners.

Mid-Ameri Bird
When: 16/3

Des Moines International, 1810 Army
Post Road, Des Moines, 1A 50315

Mazssachusetts Cage Bird Associaton
When:190/17

Delegate:Dianna Smith
(508)54G-3214

Connecticat Association for Aviculture
Inc.

REGIONAL SHOW
When: 10/24
Where: West Hartford, CT
NESS Judge: William Parlee
Delegate: Laura Sherman (914) 266-
5617, email: inthechirps@junoc.com
Details: Being held at American School
for the Deaf, North Main St., West
Hartford, CT

Suncoast Avian Society, Inc.
When: 10/17 & 1018

Where: S¢. Petershurg, FI.

NF3S8 judge:Conrad Meinert
Delegate: Joe Ventimigha (813) 392-
9391

Deails: St. Petersburg Coliseum, 535
4% Avenue N, St. Petersburg, FL.
33761

Cleveland Cage Bird Society
Whea: 16/17

Where: Middleberg Heights, OH
N¥SS Judge: to be announced
Delegate: Tim Howard (216) 337-
7654

Details: Being held at Trn-City Senior
Center, 16699 Bagley Road
Middieberg Heights, OH Contact:
Linda Brandt (330) 3646198, Email:
jumbo6@bright.net
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Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma

When: 10/16

Where: Oklzhoma City, OK

NFSS Judge: Clarence Culwell
Delegate:Gene L. Miller (405) 382.
1066

Details: Being held at Ramada Ing 39®
Strect Expressway, Oklahoma City,
0K

Essex.Kent Bird Socicty
When:106/16-18

Where:Fogolar Sports Complex
Windsor, Ontario

NFSS Judge: TomRood
Delegate:Alfred Mion
(519)948-6398

Greater Kansas City Aviculturzl
Seciety

When:10/17

NFSS Judge:Armando Lee
Delegate:Nita Haas
(816)331-5285 Email
TIHAAS@OASISKC net

Great Lakes Avicultural Society
When:10/17

Where:Rockford Middle School
Rockford, M1

NFS$S Judge: Charles Anchor
Delegate:Diana Hugo
(616)842-0163 Email

hugo(@iserv.aet

Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture
REGIONAL SHOW

When:1(/16-18

Where:Denver, CO

NF¥SS Judge:Ray Johnson

Delegate:Glenda Pullum

{103) 937-1498

New York Finch & T Ciuh

6® Annual Show
When: 10/17

Where: Mineoks, New York (Long
Istand)

NFSS Judge: o be announced
Delegate:Stan Kulak 718-967-6899
Details: Being held at Knights of
Columbus Hall, 186 Jericho Turnpike,
Miseola, {1..1), NY. Cash, trophies,
aad rosettes will be awarded. For
additional information contact Chris
Taylor (718) 454-5288 or Stan Kulak
sted above.

Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc,
REGIONAL SHOW

When: 10/24

Where: Warren, M1

NFSS fudge: Paul Wilhams

Delegate: Ron Girling (810) 7518265

Details: Being held ar italian

Community Cultural Center 28111

Imperial Drrive, Warren, M1 48092

Badger C and Finch Club
When: 16/24

Where: Wankeska, WI

NFSS Judge: Tom Rood
Delegate: Sue Feldstein (414) 968
4514

Details: Being held at Expo Center

Texas Bird Breeders Association
REGIONAL SHOW

When: 10/24,25

Where: Temple, TX

NFSS Judge: Day L.

Day2..

Delegate: Clarence Culwell (817) 220-

5568
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NOVEMBER:

Florida West Coast Avian Society
When: 11/1

Where: Palmetto, F1,

NFSS Judge: Dr. Al Pecoteau
Delegate: Joy Johnson (941) 966-6238
Details: Being held at Manatee Civic
Center, | Haben Blvd. Palmerso, FL
Missour: Cage Bird Association
When: {1/6 & 11/7

Where: Eureka, MO

NFSS fudge: o be announced
Delegate: Rich & Rose Dickman {314)
928-3444.

Email: skdati@inlink.com

Detasls: 1eld at Day’s Inn, Eureka,
MGO.

NOVEMBER:

Finch Society of San Diepo County

L REGIONAL SHOW

When: 11/7& 1148

Where: Del Mar, California

NFSS Judges: 11/7 - Daren Decotean,
11/8 Clayton Jones

Delegate: Ms. Sally Huntington (619)
4529423 emaii: huntington-
center@worldnet att.net

Georgia Cage Bird Society
When:11/7
Delegate:Derrel Ward
Contzet:Bill McElveen
(770) 926-3830

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club “The
Nationgl Cage Bird Show”

When: 11/19.11/21

Where: Chicago, Iiinois

NESS Judge: to be announced
Delegate: Ms. Jane Muscato or Mr.
John Muscato (630) 305-9043,

Email: Byrdman$$@aol.com

Details: Pheasant Run Resort and
Convention Center, 4051 East Main

Street, St Charles, L. For
reservations call 860-999-3319
{mention NCBS for special $169 rate).
Reservatons must be made by 10/10 1o
receive special NCBS rate. For general
information call Bob Wild (638) 985-
4416.

Email: rwild@kiwidepanlegov or
Delegate listed above.

Santa Clara Valley Canary
Ciub and Exotic Bird Club

When:11/27-28

NESS Judge:Clayton Jones
Delegate:Al Seminereo
Contact: Doreen Waugh
(510)794-0517
GLOSTERMAN @junc.com

National Institute of Red-Orange
Canaries

When: 11/28 & £1/29

Where: Chicago, Hhnois

NFSS Judge: to be announced
Delegate:Steve Hopman (815) 469-
8455

DECEMBER:

Organizacion Puertorricuens de Aves
Exoticas

_REGIONAL SHOW

When: 12/5

Where: Caroling, Puerto Rico

NFSS Judges: Marion Sparzak
Delegate: Jacky Civimarese (787) 752-
4433 Email: Lix4éme{@aol.com




The National Finch & Softbill Society
1998 Affiliation Agreement

Ms. Ginny Allen How to Affiliate:
Affiliation Manager ® Select a current  NFSS
307 Brookwood Ct. member to represent your
Opelika, AL 36801 club.
Phone: (334) 749-7168 *  Send in the appropriate fee
Email and this form to the
gndallen@earthlink net Affiliation Manager,
Ck
Box Description Cost

Base Affiliation Fee. This e entitles your organization to | $20.00
the publications and privilegres of NFSS,

Service/Breeder Award Phque (77 x 97) with NFSS logo. | $25.00
This can be engraved with any information provided by the club,

“Best in Show” Plaque (7" x 9) $25.60
“Second Best in Show” Plaque (6” x 8™) $25.00
“Third Best in Show” Plague (6” x 8°) $25.00
“Best Softbill in Show™ Plaque (6” x 8™) $25.00

Rosettes. Ten long streamer rosettes for the ten best finches or | $35.08
softbills, plus one best unflighted rosette. Unflighted birds are
those that are closed banded with 1998 bands.

Unflighted 2*' and 3% place rosettes, $7.00

Total Amount of check payable & NFSS:

Club Name: Show Date:
Club Officer: Phone:
Address: Ermail:
Club Delegate: NESS#: | Phone
Address: Email:
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NF$S Board of Directors 1998-99

President
Mz, Ron Castaner
2678 Freeport Road
W. Palm Beach, FL 13406
Phone/Fax {5617 432-3667
Email birds@magg.net

1* Vice President
Regional V.Ps
Mr. Dale Laird
P.O. Box 24359
Goidcnwd, FL, 32733.2459
Phone/Fax (407} 657-7989
Ergil dalel@magicnet net

2" Vice President
Publications ProTem
Mes. Kerri Ann McCoy
3412 Far Hill Cirele
Biminghar, AL 15243
Phone (205) 9699177
Fax {205) 972-8984
Email imocov@ mindapring.com

3™ Viee President

4% Vice President

Membership Director

FinchBave/Census Mgr. Judgre's Pnl, Stds/ Research Noreene L. Taylor
M. Daniel Almaguer M. Stephen Hoppin 2680 SW 22% Smeet
£.O. Box 533015 3836 Fidden Acres Cir. Ft Lauderdale, FL 33312
Orlando, ¥1L. 32853-3015 N. Fr Myers, Fi. 33903 Phone (954) 321-853
Phone (407} 894-3808 Phone (941} 9972237 Fax: (954} 583-0083
Fax {07 1-894-6400 Fax: (941) 997-NF53 Email noreenet{@aal com
fEmail DRAFnch@soloom Email s2finchs(@ peganet.com
Execative Secretary Treasurer Liaisor Officer
M Paul Wilhams Ma. Marths Wigmore Club Delegates, Show
703 Donegal Drive 18913 Boston St SW Dates, Awards Mpr.
Papillion, NE 68046 Elk River, MN 55330-1155§ Ms. Ginny Allen
Phone (402) 592-5488 Phone/Fax: {617} 241-0071 107 Brookwood Ct
Erail Opelika, AL 36801-3657
RolTide@ix neteorn.com Phone/Fax (334) 749-7 168
Email
gndallen@earthiink. net
Band Secretary President Emeritas Regional VP
M. Eileen Laird M. Witliam Parkee Region 1 - Northeast
£.0. Box 2459 631 Talcottville R4, Apt 4N Ms. Xris Krorer
Goldenrod, FL. 32713+ Vemon, CY 06066 423 Houston Road
2459 Phone (B60) 569-0200 Ambler, PA 19002
Phone/Fax (407} 6577989 Eraik Phone (215) 628-4143
BAHTFDCT @sol.com ¥mail kkroner@¥Frols com
Regional V¥ Regionsl VP Regional VP
Region 2 - Southenst Region 1-Mid-Central Region 4 . Midwest
Mr. Armando Fee Mr. Fom Reod Clarence Culwed
8920 SW 68 St 313 N Broadway 256 Horseshoe Drive
Miami, FL 33173 Shelbywille, IL. &2565 Springown, TX 76082
Phone (365) 2701600 Phons {217) 7745265 Phone (817) 220-5568

Frril sjlee @belisouth.net

Ermail irood@bmmbnet.com
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Regional VP Regional VP Regional VP
Region 7 Caribbean Region 6« Pacific Coast Region 5§ — Mountain
Mr. Rich Morales Ms. Sally Huntington M. Luis Garcia
Uth. Valle San Luis 5634 Carnegie Street 1343 Edith Fane
Viz San Lass #2357 San Diego, CA 92122 Colorado Springs, CO
Caguzs, PR 00725 Phone/Fax (619) 452-9423 80909

Phone/Fax (787} 7914500
Email
sunshineBtropicweb.net

Hmail huntington-
center{fdworldnetatt.net

Phone/Fax 719-630-3785
Email aves1 @juno.com

FinchShop Manazger
Ms. Julie Duimstira
4201 NE 125% Place
#163
Portland, OR 97230
Phone: (503) 261-8788

Website Manager
Mir. Mare Riva
303 Elite Court
Oshawa, Ontario, L1J7V3
Canada
Phone: (905) §76-1801
Fax: (905) 416-7125

Ermail: dva@rogers.wave.cs

NFSS Editor
Ms. Kerri Ann MeCoy
3412 Far Fll Circle
Birmingham, AL 35243
Phone (205} 969-9177
Fax (205) 972.8984
Hmail
imccoy@mindspring.com

Advertising &
Promotions Manager
M. Clint Harris
3106 Glenwood Drive
Temple, TX 76502
Phone: (254) 776-1986
Fax: (254) 770-1089
Email:

charnsvvm.com

Note: Please phone ahead to the desired party before
telefaxing. Many individuals share phone/fax lines or
have to set fax software or machine o receive.
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FinchSave Application

Interested in joining FinchSave! Please fill out the
below preliminary information and send to the
FinchSave Manager, Mr. Dasie! Almaguer. Upen
receipt of this form you will receive 2 complete
information package outlining all aspects of the
FinckSave Progmam.

62

Name: NESS #
Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone: Fax:

Emal:

What would you like to accomplish through FinchSave?;

Send this completed form to:
FinchSave Manager
Mr. Daniel Almaguer
P.O. Box 533015
Orlando, FL 32853.3015
Phone: (407) $94-3808
Fax: (407) 894-6400
Emal DRAFiInch{@aol.com

Thank you for supporting aviculture's foremaost
cooperative breeding program.
You CAN make a difference!
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N

The National Finch and Softbill
Society Homepage

Visit NFSS at: http:/www.NFSS . net

Browse our site for information on:

FinchSave
Upcoming Shows
Conservation Efforts
Publications
Articles
Photo Gallery
Membership Information
and valuable finks to other bird related sites

Check out the new NFSS Website!

Contact the Website Manager,
Marc Riva for more information.
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The National Finch and Softbill Society

Welcomes Finch and Softhill Breeders & Enthusiasts!

Name:
Address:
Czty
State; Zip

Phone Number Email:

New Member? Renew NFSS #7

How did you hear about us?

Annual Dues:
Single: $20 [ Pual: $25* [ Junior (under 16) $12.50 [
* 2™ name for Dual Membership:

1J.8. (& Puerte Rico) 1™ class mailing add $5.00
Canadian add $3, Foreign add $10 (Please send US funds.)
Canadian and foresgn subscriptions mailed 1 class,

NFSS thanks you for your support!
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Send in your
application today!

The National Finch and

Softbill Society
Membership Benefits

The National Finck 2nd Softhill
Society is dedicated to the preservation
of all finch and sofibill species,

L]

NFSS Bullein - Our bi-
monthly Bulletin coanects you
with other finch and softhill
keepers around the country. It
includes articles on diet, breeding,
mansgement,  species  specific
arficle  and  the  numerous
experiences of other aviculturists.
NFSS also keeps you abreast of
the news on legislation.

FinchSave - The goal of
FinchSave is to esmblish and
maintzin all finch and softhill
species in Amercan aviculture.
Al members are encouraged ©

enhance the propagation of finches
and softhills,

Census - The annual NFSS
census can connect you with other
breeders for the purpose of

exchanging  information  or
breeding stock.

Leg Bands - NFSS offers to
members, closed traceable leg
bands in fifteen {15} sizes,

Afhliations - Your club can
affiliate and receive plagues and
rosettes as show awards. Noa-
show clubs too can affiliate and
receive  service awards  for
members. Speakers are available,
with slide programs that feature
finches and softhiils.

National Show - All members
are encouraged o attead and
participate in the NF8S8 National
Show. An  Iawernational
Patronage  Exchange  brings
awards from foreign countries.

Judge’s Panel - Comprised of
individuals who have completed
the apprenticeship program. Al
NFSS Panel Judges judge by the
NFSS Stmadard of Judging; are
approved by the Board of
Directors; and are available to
local clubs.

Standards - By mid year 1995,
NFSS had exhibition standards
for tweive species, including the
first standard for softhill species,
and several more in the works,

Champions - NFSS sponsors 2
“Champion  Exhibitor™ and
“Champion  Bird®  awards
program.  Both reward high
achievements on the show bench.

FinchShop - The sales division
of NFSS offers various items for
sale o members. The profits are
used to support the Society’s
NUMercus programs,



 The National Finch and Softbill Society

Band Order Form
Mail form and NFSS offers o members only closed traceable aluminum
peyment paysble ©0 1 bands, available only in the NFSS color of the year. The

ANFSS:‘ bands are engraved with the initials NFS, size code, year and

Eaicen Laird ber. There is no choice of numbe
NESS M NUMDBEr. EIT 18 A0 CROICE O NUMBErs.

Seeretary All orders are recorded for permanent reference. Bands are
P.O. Box 2459 ordered in strings of ten, all the same size. New members
Galdenrod, FL may order before receiving their membership number. Write

32733-2459 “New” for membership number on the order form.
{407} 657-7989
Orders processed weekly as received.  Cashier’s Check or
Money Order will expedite your order. Please, no mail
requiring signatures.
Band Size | # of Strings Price per String Total Amount
A $2.75
B $2.75
¢ $2.75
D $2.78
E $2.75
G $2.75
J $2.75
K $2.75
L $2.7%
M $2.75
K 8275
8 $2.73
T $2.7%
|5 $2.75
Postal Insurance: Subtotai:
Usnder $50 - $.75 T
From $50-$100 - $1.60 I :
Over $100 - $2.50 reuranCe .
If you choost not to include this sum NFSS will NOT be Potal-
responsiblke for replacement of bands lost in shipment. E—
Name: NF3S #
Address:
City: _ State:
Zip: Phone: Email: :
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Guuie tu Qrdenng NFSS C!mcd ch Bands

NFS8 welcomes comments and suggestions for this Guide. Contact the Home
Office.

Aracaris
Black & White Mannikin A
Black Cheeked Waxbill A
Black Crested Finch A
Blue Capped Waxhiii 3
Blue Head Parrot Finch A
Bronze Wing Mannikin A
Cherry Finch A
Chestnut Breast Finch A
Condon Bleu Waxhill A
Cuban Melodious Finch A
Diamond Dove A
Diamond Sparrow A
Dove {other small) A
European Goldfinch A
Fire Finch A
Gold Breasted Waxbill | A
CGolden Song Sparrow A
Gouldian Finch A
Green Singing Finch A
Green/Purple Sarlings A
Grey Singing Finch
Feck’s Shaftail
Hornbills {large) A
Hornbills {small) A
Iadian I1ill Mynsh A
Java Mynah A
Java Rice Bird A
Lavender Finch A
f.eaf Birds &
Wagpie Mannikin A
Mannikins (most smaller) &
M anniduns (other larger) A
Nins A
Olive Finch A
Orange Cheeked Waxhill | A

ke
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I
Pagoda Mymbh 7 3
Painted Finch A
Parrot Finch (most other) A
Pekin Robin »
Peter’s Twinspot »
Pictorella Finch A
Pileated Finch Al
Pintatled Nonpareil 7 3
Plush Capped Jay A
Pytilias A
Quail A
Quait Finch A
Red Crested Cardinal A
Red Eared Waxbill A
Red Head Parrot Finch A
Ring Neck Pove A
Rufous Backed Mannikin A
Saffron Finch A
Shaftail Finch ’y
Shama Thrush A
Silver Fared Mesias A
Silverbills A
Siskins A
Society Finch A
Softbills (other small} A
Sofibills {other} 7 3
Spice Finch A
Star Finch A
Strawberry Finch A
Sunbirds (large) »
Superb Stariings A
Tanagers (smally A
Toucansttes A
Toucans tiarpe) A
Toucans {small} A
Touraces {large) A
Touracos {small} A
Twinspots {most) '
Waxhills (small) A
White Tailed Jay A
Yellow Rumped Fiach A
Zebra Finck A

68
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Leg Banding Procedure

Courtesy of

’f
g"”_ﬁx
F
¥
”~

.

The important thing to remember when banding chicks
is to do it over a counter or mble so if the chick is
dropped it doesn’t fall to the floor. The age o band
varies between species but is generally between § and 16
days. You can tell by looking at the ankle joint {the
joint where the toes come together) and the size of the

band.

Hlave the bands, a wothpick {or other small blunt
instrument} and some lubricant ready. Be sure you
have the bands “right side up” for easier reading.

The band 1s generally placed on the bird’s nght leg.
Barnding just before the parents go o roost in the
evening will prevent them from picking at the band.
By the next morning they will have forgotten about it.

Hold the chick firmly but in such a way as o not cut
off iss breathing and so that you don’t harm it
Remember their bodies cannot tolerate compression.
Put 2 little bit of lubricant on the chick’s foot and shide
the band over the three front toes and finally over the
ankle jomt. The back toe will probably have to be
gently pried out fom under the band with 2
toothpick. The band now should be in the proper
location between the ankle and the elbow joint.

Check on the chick the nest few days to be sure that
the band has not slipped off and that there are no
scrapes or irritations on the foot or the leg.
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FOR SALE: Duamond
Sparraws {normals, fivwns, and
yetlow remp), Fire Finches,
Cuban Melodions, Owl
Finches, Will Ship USPS
Gene Miller, Seminole, OK
(405} 382 7066 1A o8

FOR SALE: Show Capres &l
stzes. Send SASE please to:
Doug Uecker, 15207 2207
Street, Counsel Blefl, 1A 51503
{121 323-3913

S0 ay

FOR SALF.: Red-headed
Parrot Finches and
Goldbreasted Waxhidls. NESS
98 banded. Shipping. Call
Rase in Flonda at 94 1.992.
613

JA 98

WANTED: {ien cuban melodious,
hen blue cap waxbill Would kike to
correspond with anyone with
experience and knowledge regarding
the Sydaey Waxhill (aka Red Browed
Finchy Clint Harns, TX (2534-770-
1986) email: charms{fvvnmicom
HAR




Charles Anchor
630 Lake Park Drive
Addison, 1L, 60101
630.543-37%7

Stephen Hoppin
Panel Chawman
1836 Hidden Acres Circle
N. Fort Myers, FL 33903
Phore: 9419972237
Fax: 941-997-NFSS
Erail: n2finches@peganet.net

William G Pariee
631 4N Talcottvilie Rd
Vernon, CT 06666
203-569-0200

Laura Bewley Ray Johnson Tom Rood
415 W, Mait Street 175 Stoneridge Way 313 N. Broadway
Adanta, TX 75551-2524 Fayeteeville, GA 30214 Shelbyville, 11. 62565
9037964521 4044618675 217-T74-5265
Harold Bowles Clayton Jones Manon Miki Sparzak
230 College Curcle PO Box 266 517 Gld North Point Rd

Cedartown, GA 30125
T70-748-4627

Soquel, CA 95073
408-728-8676

Baltimore, MDD 21224
410.282-9233

Earl Courts
1807 NE Colburn
Lee's Summit, MO
64063
B15-524.0921

Hai M. Koontz
2604 Auburn Cr
Bakersheld, CA 93306
805-872-1043

Patrick Vance
18175 Awills
Lathrup Village, MI
48476
810-443.0643

Jacky Civitarese
A-1Calle
Quintas de Country Club
Cardina, PR. 00982
T8YT-T52-4433
Fax: T87-752-4433

Christine Voronovitch
38 Liberty Street
Manchester, CT 06040
864 £49-8220

Joseph Krader
29831 Weatherwood
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
714-692-8051

Clarence Culwell
250 Horseshor Drive
Springtown, TX 76082
§17.220.5568

Armando Lee

6811 SW 89™ (¢

Miami, FI. 33172
305~ 276-1000

Martha Wigmore

18193 Boston St. N'W

Hlk River, MIN 55330
Phone/Far: 612-241-0071

Dr. Al Decoteau
PG Box 3469
Grotwn, MA 01458
6013-672-4468
Fax: 603-672-3120

Brian Mandarich
4743 B. Hedges Avenue
Fresno, CA 93703
209.255-6508

Paul 5. Williams
703 Donegal Drive
Papillion, NE 68046
402.592-5488

Daren Decoteau
89 Pleasantview Avenue
Stratford, CT 06497
2033772049

Conrad Meinert
1212 E. Cirele 300 South
Warsaw, IN 46580
219.269-2873

For information on the
NFSS Judge's Panel, please
contact the Panel Chairman,

Mr. Stephen Hoppin.
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The Natlonal chh and Softbd} Soczety Storc

ITEM ? SIZE/STYLE BA.  TDL.
Y
NEW NFSS Tshit OM O L O XL 0 XXL
Design! Ten Colorful . . . . ;
Fi.nf;:cs li:fStaii:s) of Girass W v Check your choice, Al Toshirts are #800
) 50,58 blend — White
VIDEG “The Wonderful ) o
World of Finches and Members & Afflmtes $17.00
Softhills: '.ﬂm“ Non-Members $22.00
imroduction
. O #1 01 #2 (0 #3

NESS ave P
NESS Show Cage Plans » v Cheek vour choice #4.00
s | ; . . .
;f:f:jai 3 Show Cage SAVE $2.00 by crdering ali three! $10.80
NESS Plastic Water 4666
Boule j
NFSS Zebra Pin $6.00
NFSS Gouldian Pin $6.00
Eric Peake Lithograph
The Diamond Fivetasls - $35.00
Sigrmed by the artist
NESS Name Badge Second line of cagraving, add $1.00.
{Members Only) Comes . . ) .

. . o For optional magnenc backing, add $7.50
with one line of engraving $3 50
print name clearly® 0
Past Bulletin Tssues 1994

. $4.606

and later issues
Past Buletin Issues 1993
and earker issues 5360
1998 NF8S Handbook Includes Annual Census & mueh, $4.900
{ Membership Yearbook) much moref (Jul / Aug '98 issue) )
NFSS Judges Flandbook I
and Official Standards in handsome 3ring binder! $15.00
Shipping and Handiing: Orders $10 and under add £2.00,
Orders $10.81 and over add $3.06 § _ Total: §
NESS Member# Name Phone:
Address City State Zp

Mail form and payment {check or money order made payable to NFSS$) to:
FINCHSHOP, Amn: Ms. Julie Duimstra
4201 NE 125" Place #163, Portland, OR 97230

NF55 SHOW CAGE PLANS
#1 Cage-Finches up to and including Zebras, #2 Cage—Finches larger than Zebras,
#13 Cage ~ Sofibills




Horizon Micro-Environments

Lird

Natural Environmentally-Secure Tmmp&n‘m‘

| NOE‘S‘

Designed with comfort & safety a top
. priority, Makes it impossibie for
careless ‘Hhandlers to block air vents,
lets heat rapidly escape and

7 prevents CO? build-up.
Ohver 15 tin¥és more ventilation.
“than our nearest competitor!

1- 800~—443 2498

\

You don’t have to be a profess‘l‘onaL
aviculturist to reatize viruses and daseases are -
turking everywhere, and that mestal & p}}y :
cal stresses age, cvérwheimmg ‘

The “all new” OMNI N.E.S.T. for 1998 is finally here!
and we still pay the ﬁefgbt* on orders over § 98.00.
Call for details and our free color brochure

Background p‘n Eeonomy N.ES.T. and the Mini NEST.




