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Editoria!l Policy/Disclaimer

The NFSE Bulfetin is published
bi-monthly by the National Finch and
Softhill Society. The following dead-
lines apply 10 all aspects of the Buffe-
tin: 2{/0%. 401, 8/01. 8/01. 10/01.
12/07. Nexl issue deadline is
2/01/95.

NFSS members are encouraged
to submit articles, drawings snd photo-
graphs. NFSS reserves the right to edit
and/or reject all editorial. photographic
and advertising material submitted to
The NESS Buffetin for publication. Pho-
tographs, when submitted, shall be-
come lhe sole property of NFSS and
shall be subjest to use in any and all
NFSS programs.

Affiliated clubs have permission
to reprint all articles unless marked ”All
Rights Reserved”. “All Rights Re-
served” articles must have the author's
written permission and all “reprinted by
permission of” articles regquire written
permission from the originating source.

Opinions expressed in articles
and published in the Buffetin do not nec-
essarity reflact the opinions of the Edi-
lor. NFS5 or its Board of Direclors.

Advartisements in the Bufetin
are nol endorsed by NFS5 unless
slated otherwise. NFSS assumes no
responsibility for advertisers’ claims or
the quality of their producls or services.

Copyright ¥ 1995, The Nalionat
Finch and Softbill Sosiety.

Deadlina for the next issue is
Fabruary 1st.

In this issue:

Somc fun and fascinating reading
this issue—including a visit to the aviar-
ies of one of NFSS" premier breeding
and exhibiting couples - Gene and June
Miller. And 'visits' with breeders of Af-
rican and Australian finches, a look
back at those unbelievable bird prices
of not so long ago. and so much more!
Thank vou to all our contributors!

This 1ssue also includes thoughtful
commentary on reaffiliation with AFA
and the exhibition of pairs, and thought-
provoking news of the continning imple-
mentation of the Wild Bird Conserva-
tion Act of 1992.

In the first of a series, the latest on
finch medicine is shared with us from a
featured speaker at the 1994 AFA sum-
mer convention, and the first half of the
exciting results of the 1994 NEFSS show
season are included in this issue.

Start your year right—complete and
return the NFSS Census form and First
Vice President ballot (included in the
Nov/Dec 1994 issue) today. And thank
you for the insightful comments we¢ are
receiving lrom the Bulletin survey. Your
interest in so gratifying!

May all your cfforts this year be on
upward wing!
@
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President's Message

By Steve Hoppin

For many vears. the show sea-
son bas been both challenging and
fun for NFSS breeders and exhibi-
tors, as this is the time to bring forth
the best of their fruits and labors and
compare their efforts against other
breeders. Numerous members in-
volved in breeding finches and soft-
bills have been rewarded with much
success ob the show bench. In No-
vember of 1994. true distinction on
the National Show bench was
achieved by an NFSS husband and
wife team and their Parson Finch.

The National Finch and Sofibill
Softbill Society has held i1s National
Show in conjunction with the Na-
tional Cage Bird Show since 1986.
and tliis show attracts the cream of
the crop ol exhibitors and entries.

The first National Cage Bird
Show was held under the auspices of

the Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
in 1949. Henry {Pat) Scannell, then
head of the Kellogg's Seed and Sup-
ply Co., provided trophies for Best
Unflighted. Soon, these were desig-
nated as Best in Division Awards,
designated "Kellogg" trophies, and
since the early 1950's have been of
distinct design each year.

Don Stein. owner of Kellogg,
instituted an award to memorialize
the years of effort and support by
Henry Scannell. This is the top
award of the show, the Pat Scannell
Memorial Tropby for the Best Bird
in Show — the "Scannell”.

In the 43 year history of the Na-
tional Cage Bird Show. a Canary has
consistently been the favorite
amongst judges and earned 1he Scan-
nell. Only a few select times has a
bird other than a Canary ever won
the top award — a Cinnamon Cocka-
tiel, a Toco Toucan and an Eclectus
Parrot. but never had a finch won the
Scannell.

On November 17, 18 & 15th of
1994, the 46th Annual National Cage
Bird Show was held in Manchester,
New Hampshire, hosted by Birds of
a Feather Avicultural Society. This
was the first time the National was
held in the Northeast. The location
was the Center of New Hampshire -
Holiday Lnn Complex, ¢convenient to
tlie Manchester Airport. For north-
erners, the weather was considered
very nice for that tine of year. For
individuals coming from the south.
like myself. it was down-right cold!
Approximately 2.400 birds were en-
tered in fourteen Divisions, includ-
ing Finches and Sofibilis. Parrots,
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Lovebirds, Budgerigars. Cockatiels
and several varieties of Canaries.
Judging of the Divisions took place
on Friday.

The Finch and Softhill Division
consisted of 158 entries from all over
the U.S., including Puerto Rico and
Canada. The number of entries was
down slightly from the previous
year; however. the quality of the
birds entered in this Division were
exceptional! Sixty Zebra finches
filled their respective Section, and
the quality of Softbills entered was
strong. NF8S Panel Judge Daren
Decoteau, of Stratford, Connecticut,
had been invited to judge the Divi-
sion. He finished judging in the late
atternoon, and the winning bird. a
Fawn Pursan finch, was whisked
away in preparation for the over-all
Best in Show Judging to take place
on Saturday. At the NCBS Banquet
Saturday night, Division awards
were to be presented, following
which the undisclosed Scannell win-
ner would be revealed,

At the banquet, avicnlrists
listened to a relaxing band, engaged
in discussion and comradery while
enjoying their evening meal. Ac-
knowledgments were then made in
recognition of various services, and
presentation of awards followed.

The big moment had finally ar-
rived. and the presentation of the
prestigious Scannell Award was pre-
sented (o.... Pat and Mary Krich-
teu of Hanover, Pennsylvania for
their bred and NFSS closed banded
Fawn Parson finch! Their finch was
a beautiful Australian specie

Notice of Upcoming
1995 NFSS Board of
Directors' Meetings

18T QTR 1995
FL. State Fair Exotic Bird Show
Fri.. Feb. 17, 1995 at 9pm
Tampa, Florida

2ND QTR 1995
"By Mail”

3RD QTR 1995
Kaytee Great American Bird
Show - Concord, California

October 7 & 8, 1995

4TH QTR 1995
National Cage Bird Show
New Orleans, Louisiana
November 16-18, 1995

demonstrating exquisite conforma-
tion. color. condition and demeanor.
The Krichtens did not even bave time
enough to recover from the shock of
the presentation before they were
mobbed by fellow exbibitors of all
Divisions wishing to congratulate
them for a well deserved win.

Pat Krichten is on the NFSS
Board of Directors, and hoth he and
his wife, Mary ran FINCHSHOP.
They are avid finch and softbill
breeders and exhibitors, and have
supported NFSS for mmany years.

NFSS is very proud of Pat and
Mary and wishes ta congratulate
them an their huge win and breeding
effares!

<&



The NFSS Bulletin

National Finch And
Softbill Society's

p

"the successful breed-

. ing program serving

as a model for others
to foliow!”

H

FOR INFORMATION
CONTACT
Linda Qja
NFSS FINCHSAVE Director
268 Exeter Road
Newport News, VA 23602
(804) 874-85681

R R

Give Something Back to
Aviculture!

T TEI e e

FINCHSAVE

NFSS News & Notes

Compited from NFSS Directors

End-of-year 1924 8and Orders -
Apology

As announced in the Nov/Dec
1994 issue, NFSS' new Band Secre-
tary Eileen Laird geared up to take
over beginmng with the 1995 hand
orders, but the remaining 1994 bands
were utlexpectedly sent to her also at
the beginning of December. NFSS
apologizes 1o anyone whose order for
1994 bands was delayed because of
this unanticipated change in the han-
dling of your 1994 orders.

NFSS Conservation Committee

In early 1994, in response to
Board comments, a Committee was
created to establish policy and proce-
dures and a budget for NFSS contri-
butions to qualified conservation
programs. Kris Kroner, Chairperson
of this Committee is once again re-
questing mvolvement from interested
NFSS members in this activity to
help get it oft-the-ground. If you are
interested 1n this valuable undertak-
ing, please contact Kris,
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Breeder Recognition Within NFSS

At GABS this vear, a committec
was formed 10 develop a NFSS
Breeder Recognition Pragram. The
graup of chairman Jerry McCawley.
Miki Sparzak and Lynda Bakula
would like to hear from you. This is
one of the most requested new NFSS
activities. Now 1s the time to share
your ideas.

Is Your Local Club Affiliating With
NFSS in 19957

We ftope so! NEFSS Liaisoun Offi-
cer Ginny Allen sent, in the first
weeks of January. a 1995 Affiliadon
Packe1 10 each of our 1994 affiliates.
Your club his a vartery of rewarding
options with NFSS. ineluding a
Service/Breeder Award, Best, Sec-
ond Best and/or Third Best in Show
plaques. Best Softbill in Show plague
and/or show rosettes. And this year
every NFSS 1995 affiliatian includes
a beautiful Eric Peake "Diamond
Firetails™ Lithograph for use as the
club wishes. as well as a club copy
of The NFSS Butletin every two
mouths. If your club does not have
an Affiliation Packet please contact
Ginny today! The deadline for Af-
filiation this year has been pushed

up to April 30, 1995.

Regional Shows in 1995

If your club wishes to hiost an
NFS§ Regional Show in 1995 the
deadline for applying is March 31
1995. Send applications (found in
the Affiliation Packet) 10 Gimny
Allen,

.

—

When is Your NFSS
Memberahip Due for
Renewal?

How to Read Your Mailing Label:

Your mailing label shows the jssue
through whieh your membership is paid
li.e. Expire. 1/01/95). If you have not
paid by the time of the mailing of this is-
sue you will see highlighted the sad tid-
ings: LAST ISSUE. RENEW TODAY?

An Affiliation Reminder:

The delegate that your local
club selects to represent your ¢lub in
dealing with NFSS must be an indi-
vidual member of NFSS, If a dele-
gate's memberslip lapses with
NFSS. NESS will hold its mailings
te the club sent in care of chat dele-
gate, such as the club’s copy of the
Bullerin. until an active NFSS mem-
ber is selected to serve as delegate. If
your local club did not receive all of
its Bullerin copies during 1994, per-
haps your NFSS delegate was no
longer a current NFSS member. 1f
you have any questions, please con-
tact NFSS Liaison Officer Gimny Al-
len. Back issues can be obtained.

Special Recognition Awards Given
at NCBS

In November tliree special NESS
awards were llanded out to deserving
NESS volunteers ar the NCBS, Cer-
tificates af appreciation in recogni-
tion of service were awarded 10
Russell Armitage Jr. and Denise
Capazzi for their inany years of

Continued on page 10
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NFSS Board of Directors 1994-95

Eileen Laird
Band Secretary
1166 Village Forest Place
Winter Park, FL. 32792
(407) 657-7989

Stephen Hoppin
President
3836 Hidden Acres Circle
N. Fort Myers, FL. 33903
(813} 99Y7-NFSS8

Phone & Fax
Denise Capazzi

Recording Secretary
976 Long Cove Rd.
Gales Ferry, CT 06335

Position Open
1st Vice President

Regional V.P.'s
(203) 464-6961
Martha Wigmore
2nd Vice President Marion (Miki) Sparzak
Publications/Education Treasurer

517 Old North Point Rd.
Ballimaore, MD 21224
{410) 288-5130

Editor
18913 Boston St NW
Elk River, MN 35330

(612} 241-0071
Ginny Allen

Liaison Officer

Linda Oj4
3rd Vice President Club Delegates
FINCHSAVE Show Dates

Awards Director
307 Brookwood Ct.
Opelika, AL 36801-3657
(205) 749-7168

268 Exeter Rd.
Newport News, VA
23602-7350
(804) 874-8581

Dr. Al Decoteau Jerry McCawley

4th Vice President Promotions Officer
Judges Pancl 506 Candlewyck Rd.
Standards & Research Lancaster, PA 17601
Points Chairman {717 560-797%
P.O. Box 369

Groton, MA 01450 Pat and Mary Krichten
Phone (603) 672-4568 FINCHSHOP
Fax (603} 672-3120 419 Third St.
Hanover, PA 17331
Lynda Bakula {717) 632-8092

Membership Chairman
William Parlee

Advertising Manager
Corresponding Secretary President Emeritus
P.O. Box 3232 631 N4 Talcottville Rd.

Yernon, CT 06066

Ballwin, MQ 63022
{203) 369-0200

(314) 394-3530
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CON TROL”HDISEASE
VANODINE V.18

- ORIGINAL PRODUCT OF ENGLAND -
IODINE CCMPLEX CLEANER
VANODINE V.18 1S AN [OOINE BASED CLEANER/DISINFECTANT
IN CONCENTRATED FORM. THAT HELPS CONTROL DISEASE IN THE
PRESENCE OF ALL WARM BLOOQDED CREATURES.
RECOMMENDED FOR WASHING CAGES, FLIGHTS, NEST
BOXES, FOOD AND WATER VESSELS, ETC.

SAFE - NON-TOXIC, NO NOXICUS FUMES,
NO HEAVY ODORS.
EFFECTIVE - TESTED AND PROVEN AGAINST - E. COLI -
SALMONELLA - STREP - STAPH - PSEUDOMONAS -
CANDIDA - ASPERGILLUS - AND MANY MORE!
TIME SAVER - NO RINSING REQUIRED.

ECONOMICAL - ONLY ONE TSP. PER GALLON OF WATER
{ CONVENIENT MEASURING PUMP INGLUDED TC REDUCE WASTE.)

PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING.
{ CONTINENTAL U.S.A. ONLY.ALASKA. HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO. CALL FOR RATES )

8 0Z. BOTTLE - $14.95 8 OZ. REFILL - $12.95
MAKES 32 GALLONS PUMP NOT INCLUDED ON REFILL

16 OZ. BOTTLE -- §19.95 16 OZ. REFILL -- $17.95
MAKES 64 GALLONS PUMP NOT INCLUDED ON REFILL

32 OZ. BOTTLE - $26.95 32 OZ. REFILL - $24.95

MAKES 128 GALLONS

1 GALLON CONTAINER -- $76.95
MAKES 512 GALLONS

FUMP NOT INCLUDED ON REFILL

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY CRDER PAYABLE TO FIRETHORN SUPPLY.
UTAH RESIDENTS ADD 6.125% SALES TAX,

PLEASE SUPPLY COMPLETE STREET ADDRESS FOR U.P.S DELIVERY.

€.0.D. GRDERS SUBJECT TO AN ADDITIONAL $4.50 U.P.S. C.O.D. FEE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON VANODINE V.18 WRITETO:

FIRETHORN SUPPLY KENT A. LOWE
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTCR PHONE:(801)364-3420
165 REGENT STREET FAX:(B01)364-1409

SALT LAKE CIiTY, UTAH
84111-1903
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News & Notes, continued

service to NFSS. And a Certificate
was also awarded to Dr, Al
Decotean in recognition of a special
individual for his over ten years of
outstanding service and contributions
to NFSS.

Thank you all for setting such
high standards!

New Judge Selected to Pansl

Congratulations and welcome to
NFSS™ newest panel judge, Marion
(Miki) Sparzak of Baltimore.
Maryland!

The NFSS Handbook 1995

The NESS Handbook. previ-
ously available as a separate purchase
through FINCHSHOP, will beconie
a regular part of your membership.
Previcusly. the contents of the
Handbook were scattered during the
year throughout the pages of the Bul-
letin, and every few years reprinted
in the Handbook. To allow for more
uninterrupted reading about avicul-
ture through most of the year, and to
make available in one source on a
reguilar basis carrent important infor-
maticn for NFSS members, the
May/June issue of The NFSS Bulletin
will become the NFSS yearbook —
for this year The NFSS Handbook
1995, Watch for your copy!

The NFSS fudges Handbook, in-
cluding standards and procedures for
judging will be issued as a separate
publication. available through
FINCHSHOP. More details about au
updated Judges Handhook will be
published socon.

1994 Show Results

The first half of the Show Re-
sults for 1994, through October 16,
1994 are included in this issue. The
second half, as well as more of
Points Chairmnan Dr. Al Decoteau's
interesting summaries of the show
season will be included in the
Mar/Apr 1995 issue.

Eric Peeke's "Diemond Firetails™
Print still on sale!

Through January 31, 1995, this
limited edition print, signed by inter-
nationally renowned artist Eric Peake
and available only through the NFSS
FINCHSHOP, will be on sale for
only $35.00! See Nov/Dec 1994 is-
sue for an illustration of the print.

1995 NFSS Census

To be included in the annual
1995 Census of finches and softhills,
please complete and return, prior to
March 31, 1993, the Census form in-
cluded n the Nov/Dec '94 1ssue of
the Bulletin. Additional copies can
be obtained by contacting FINCH-
SAVE'S Linda Oja.

Speciel Elaction - NFSS 1st V.P.

A special election to fill the po-
sition of First Vice President is un-
derway. Ballots were inserted in
your Nov/Dec 1994 issue and should
be remirned by January 25, 1995 w
Diane Pittman, 1507 NE 17th Street,
Cape Coral. Florida 33909.

Reftle Winner-Estriidid Finchas of
the World

The winuer of the special raffle
prize offered by NFSS in 1994 was
Alfred Brugueras of Puerto Rico.
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The hook. donated by
NF&S Board Member and
Panel Judge Tom Rood.
raised nearly $300.00 for
NF&S before the drawing
was held at NCBS in New
Hampshire in Novenber
1994. Thank you everyone
Sfor your generous support
of NFSS!

In Recognition of Buffetin
Contributors

As was doue follow-
ing the first half of 1994,
a random drawing from
the names of the contribu-
tors in the Bulletin {rom
July through Peecber
1654 was held recendy.
For tlie drawing, comuri-
butions from Board mem-
bers in 1he "line of duty”
were 10t 1ncluded. bu

submissions from Board members of
articles, photos. etc. were included.

And the winner is . . .

Barbara Collins of Greenwood.
South Carolina. We've sent an NESS

video and pin to Barbara.

Thank you all for thinking of the
Bulletin's readership. 1t was a prety

good year, wasn't it?

Cleaning the Cage — Corrections

Feather trivia
Greens and Blues

Turacoverdin is a green pigment found
only in the Touracos of Africa. 1t s also the
only green pigment found in any bird. All
other green celor seen in birds is a comhina-
tion of yellow pigment and blue structural
color created when light bounces off air bub-
bles in feathers.

There are also no blue pigments in birds;
all blue color is due to the structure of the
feather itself. Tiny bubbles are incorporated
tmo the feather as it is made and light bounces
around in the feather and is reflected back to
our eyes. This effect is called the Tindell ef-
tect. the sanie thing that makes the sky blue
during the day. though in the sky the light is
bounciity off dust particles.

Sfrom Robert Hole, Jr.
Mississippr State, Mississippi

Can We Help You Write It?

[f you have an idea for an article
but would appreciate a kick in the...
er.. some assistance of any kind get-
ting it on paper, please just contact
the Editor.

NFSS Classifieds Really Work!

A testimonial from one of our adver-
Hsers: "Within davs of the publication of
my advertisement in the Bullelin, 1 had
the pertect response to my ad!™ .. .

Contribnters to awards for the
Finch and Softhill Division at NFSS'
National Show (at NCBS) in 1994
also iucluded Frank and Sandy
Hudson. We appreciate and recoy-
nize vour support!

trom Martha Wigmore, Minnesota.

And 4 glani thanks to Sue De Busk
of §. Miami. Florida for the lerrific typ-
ing she has ¢xpertly done for the NFSS
Bufletin!

ADVERTISE IN

THE NFSS BULLETIN —

IT WORKS!!
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Letters to the editor

Let's Join AFA

by Janis L. Clark

1'd like to add a few comments
to Mr. Charles Anchor's letter to the
edilor in the last issue, bue first 1
have 10 say HOORAY for saying it
like it is.

Based on Mr. Anchor's letter, 1
take it that not o many of the mem-
bers of NFSS are members of AFA.
Thix truly sumprises me and is a bit
disappoiming d{so. This organization
15 truly working long, hard hours o
reach goals and creae programs that
are going to benefit all of us bird
folks nut there. This is regardless of
the form of bird keeping you do. sin-
gle hird pet ownership or the large
breeder.

Both branches of our wonderful
government. local and federal. are
looking at ways to regulate our in-
dustry with possible licenses or in-
spection programs or both. and
maybe even more!! Do you really
want some 1oi-bird person traipsing
through your aviary when breeding
is going on. or the bigger and scarier
thought, where were 1hey before
coming to your facility? What con-
laminants are they carrying on them
that could ruin all your hard work?
More than likely. they are not going
to inspect only one facility per day.
One of the programs being created
hy AFA members is the Model

Aviculture Program. The idea behind
this program is self-regulation and
inspections done by the Avian Vet-
erinarian of YOUR choice. So you
don't think ['m just talking to hear
myself, 1 am in the process of setting
up my aviary to meet the MAP's
guidelines. If you want information
about this program, contact AFA’s
office in Phoenix. Arizona.

My suggestion is this, join AFA
on a club level and print their up-
dates in your Bulletin. They provide
this information to you, They have
people that are monitoring the vari-
ous pieces of legislation that come up
all over the United States and then
report back to their members. They
also publish a wonderful nmagazine
that usually has good coverage of a
variety of softbills and finches, And.
10, 1 do not work for them. [ am a
member who truly believes they are
an organization working for me and
all other bird people.

-
o

"Pairs" Should Be Breeding
Pairs

by Clayton Jones
Soquel, California

1 am also a NFSS judge. I have
read Martha Wigmore's article on
showing pairs (in the Sep/Oct "%4 is-
sued, and 1 am not sure | agree with
her.

I believe there are two ways of
looking at pairs. In the past years
here in Califormia we showed "pens
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of four”. These birds were o be four
matched birds, not "pairs”.

I believe when you are judging
"pairs” you are judging hreeding
pairs. One would not breed two
crested or two white birds together.
You must start somewhere. even if
you don't know the background of
two birds — if they show the charac-
teristics you are looking for, you
would pair them together.

T have found when talking to the
gallery they do not always know

} poui

i —_—

@ongratulations on
‘ \ your 101 Anntersary
L | from this sidr of the

| :‘Jlflurgtu el & WBrian ‘,’3‘[1‘[1“[5
IH \ "ﬂ"tnnrhrztrr Foagland o

about breeding crest to crest or white
to white. This past weekend
(10/22/94) T judged a show here in
California and during the judging of
pairs I brought up the article for dis-
cussion. Everyone agreed "pairs”
should represent breeding pairs. 1f
we were to change the name to "two
matched birds" then we are speaking
of a horse of a different color, so to
speak.

I enjoyed the article.
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Finches Are Not Just Golden

by Karen Anson
Events Edftor
The Semninole, Oklahoma Producer

If the word “finch™ brings to
mind a caged gold bird, the program
next weekend at Seminole Pubhc Li-
brary is a must.

Semincle resident Gene Miller

will dispel the common misconcep-
tion: finches are not only golden, but
every color in the rainbow. including
polka-dot.

The program is set for 10:30 to
11:30 a.m. Sawurday. Miller aud Ius
wife. June will show off their prize-
winning hirds and tell how a bobby
can become a paying bhusiness with
oppartunities to travel all over the
COuITy.

Although Miller plans to bring
14 finches. none of them are gold.
From one show bird, colored a pale

fawn to a brightly geometric-
patterned green, yellow, purple, red,
black and turquoise bird, Miller's
feathered creamres will demonstrate
the range in hues possible for
finches.

The Millers have more than 500
finches from Africa, Australia,
Venezuela and Canada. and Cuban

Gene Miller's bird house
is as large as his own
home. He has over 500
birds, which he bresds
and shows all over the
U.5.

Melodious and Red Siskins from
Central and South America. U.S.
regulations no longer allow the birds
to be captured. which caused the
price of pedigreed birds to jump
from $75 to $200 a pair.

Miller said the Venezuelan
Black-hooded Siskins are an endan-
gered species; less than 500 exist in
the wild. He has ten patrs. A federal
permit is necessary (o transport them
across state lines and no new blood-
lives may be brought into the U.S.

"Their gene pool is getting very
short,” Miller said.
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Breeding and showing birds (he
won a first and a fourth in last fall's
National Cage Bird Show in Okla-
homa City). requires not only techmi-
val knowledge, but a genuine love
for the tiny creatures,

Mitter's passion for birds began
when his mother gave hinr a canary
when he was six years old. Through
the years. lie said he's always had
birds — he's raised parakeets, par-
rots, racing pigeons and ring-necked
doves.

In 1984 he began his finch-
hreeding husiness with three pairs in
cages in his bedroom. Scon he had w
huild a little shed out
back. theu a bigger shed, -
and finally an aviary as
big as lis own house.

An aisle passes
through the middle of the
aviary and on either side
are fenced sections, giv-
ing the birds varying
spaces to fly. The cages
liold different species in
different stages of their
reproductive cycle.

The Miller's finch building is & 20" x 40" facility.

Miller allows hig birds
three clutches each year:
each clutch inciudes four to
Six eggs,

“They'd nest all year
long, but it wears the hirds
out,” he said.

Mortality rate is only
about ten percent, Miller
sawd. If birds die. it is usu-
ally about the time of the
first moulr, which Miller
said is very stressful to

birds.

To compensate, Miller urns up
the heat in the bird house and feeds
themn extra rations of protein,

Iu addition. he has to remember
where the hirds come from in order
o breed then, Because the seasons
inn Australia are backwards to Ameri-
can seasons, the Australian birds
breed from September through April.

"l can trick them into nesting, "
Miller said. By turning up the tem-
perature to 75 degrees and giving the
finches 15 hours of daylight, the
hirds believe it's time o nest.

Gene with some of his awards and his Fawn Diamond
Sparrow that made NFSS Champion in 1934,

uosuy ualey Aq oloyd
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He breeds birds for color and
configuration, which is body shape
and posture.

“See how this one stands at a 45
degree angle?" Miller asks. "That’s
perfect, that's what the judges are
looking for.”

At the shows he attends, Miller
said, judges use a stick to reach in to
the birds, making them turp so he
can see all sides.

“This one here will walk 10 the
judges: they like that,” be said. rock-
ing and ducking and sticking his
chest out, showing how his finch in-
teracts with judges.

He has sold finches for prices
from $75 10 $500. He's studied ge-
netics, hird habits. nutrition and re-
production cnough o become an
expert: in faci. veterinarians and bird
breeders from all over oftep call him
for advice.

Sometimes 1t's a lot of work.,
Mitler said. He and his wife have
hand-fed 13 finches this year, includ-
ing Fire Finches. Cordon Bleus and
Cuban Melodious. The African birds
throw their young out as socn as
they are hatched.

They keep 45 pair of Society
finches for foster parents.

Usually, Miller said. he spends
about two hours a day at his busi-
ness, and about five hours once each
week, cleaning cages. feeding, wa-
tering and grooming.

Mostly the birds groom them-
selves, but before shows Miller
sprays them with a mixture of glyc-
erin and water, which works like
hairspray to keep their feathers in
place.

r M

Cuban Melodious finches being hand-fed
by June Miller.

One of his favorite paris of the
business is sharing s knowledge
with rookies. He won the Founders
Award from the National Finch and
Softbill Society in 1992 for teaching
and training other breeders through
seminars and workshops nationwide.

Another favorite aspect, both of
Miller's and his wife, 1s the traveling
necessary to show the birds. Each
trip is like a vacation, and they've
visited cities nationwide, except they
travel with up to 20 birds in their
back seat.

"American Airlines lets me
travel with a cage under my seat,” be
said,

o

This article first appeared in The Semi-
nole, Okiahoma Producer. August 22. 1933.
and is reprinted here with their kind
Dermission.

12N BUBD Aq 0104y
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FINCH
MEDICINE
UPDATE
Part One

by Loufse Bauck, BSc, DVM, MVSC
Montréal, Quebec, Canada

Much interesting new informa-
tion 18 available on the medical and
surgical conditions
of the fincli. 1n
North America,
some of the more
common condi-
tions encountered
include bacrerial
enteritis {bacterial
diarrhea), bacterial
septiceinias {gener-
alized bacterial in-
fections). virus
infections

o

...bacterial infections
still remain the num-
ber one kitter. How-
ever, we are finding
that bacteria contrib-
ute to, or result from
CONCURRENT
problems

malaria and campylobacterosis (bac-
terial diarrhea) are seen in Australia
but are presumably rare here. Brief
notes on most of these disorders fol-
low or will be covered in the lecture:

At our own finch facilities in
Moeontreal (a 1,000 finch holding fa-
cility for American and Canadian-
bred finches, plus a smaller pumber
of imports, as well as a small breed-
ing and research facility located off-
stte) bacterial infections still remain
the number one killer. However, we
are finding that
bacteria contribute
to, or result from
CONCURRENT
problems. and the
actual death rate
could be lowered
by treating the
finches for the bac-
teria. Here are a
few examples:

PICKED

{polyoma virus.

paramyxovirus type 3/twirling syn-
dromne). mite infections (usually air-
sac mites). rapewornn infestations.,
egg binding and/or nueritignal dis-
ease. foot and toe problents. amyloi-
dosis. and trauma. Rarer problems
include trichomoniasis. tuberculosis.
chlamydiosis. mycoplasmosis. coc-
cidiosis. and cryptosporidiosis. i
Europe. herpes virus infections (eye
lesions. Gouldians), reovirus.
megabacteriosis, and atoxoplasmosis
are also clinical finch problems fand
may be seen here). Similarly
Cochlosoma (a parasite)} avian

" BIRDS: Many of
these birds are lost to bacterial septi-
cemias (Mlood borne infections
caused by an immune system failure)
as the stress and trauma set the bird
up for problems. Also the loss of
body heat can be very significant.
Birds like society finches also fre-
quendly liave breaks in the skin (usu-
ally tail picked) allowing e¢asy access
to the blood stream by the bacteria.
Picked birds should always be sepa-
rated out. of course. and any that ap-
pear depressed or have any bleeding
may heuetit from antibiotic therapy
(see following). Prevent picking by
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using visual barriers (heavy foliage,
burlap screens) and multiple feeders
(in addition to low stocking density
and extra perches).

AMYLOIDOSIS: This common
cause of death in older birds is now
thought to be related to chronic in-
fectious diseases, including repeated
hacterial infections (many of which
may be inapparent). Amyloidosis
may present with difficulty in breath-
ing as the liver is sometimes en-
larged and interferes with air sac
inflation. The liver and kidneys are
pale and firm 1n deceased birds.

Wild finches live in an environment
largely free from fecal or human bac-
teria. We must make every elfort
avold constant bacterial exposures —
protecting water supply. frequent
changing of perches. elevated cages,
elc.

DIARRHEA: Ecoli {coliform
enteritis) 1s a sporadic killer of
stressed birds. Recently shipped
finches are particularly prone, as the
stress weakens the immune system.
These coliform bacteria set up shop
in the gut and quickly result in deby-
dration and weakness. In some birds,
the bacteria may gain access to the
bloodstrean and travel to locations
such as the lungs. liver.

Diarrbea can be difficult to spot
in the finch as their droppings are so
small. Any weak, fluffed up ar dysp-
neic (heavy breathing) finches should
be separated out and have fresh paper
placed underneatb 10 check for diar-
thea. True diarrhea is a liquid pale
brown or yellow stool, often with

stained urates (the "white stuff™).
Differentiate from the DARK (often
black) liquid stool of the anorexic
(not eating) or dying firich. NO stool
will result in yellowish or greenish
urates being produced — not the
same as diarrhea as these are kidney
products. True diarrhea should al-
ways be cultured if possible; prefera-
bly from a mini-swab used rigbt in
the cloaca (vent} of the finch, and
not from the droppings. However,
very fresh droppings may also suf-
fice. Ask your veterinarian to sell
you a supply of mini-tip culture
swabs. The culture will find out
which bacteria is involved (if any),
and what antibiotic will work best.
E. coli ig"the most commonly recov-
ered disease-producing bacteria at
our facility. 1n general {depending
on previous or current culture re-
sults) water medications such as Bay-
tril or mtrofurazone are used for E.
coli. Whenever possible (i.e. for sin-
gly affected birds). more intensive
therapy 1s used SUCH AS amikacin
injections (combined with subcutane-
ous fluids) OR Baytril injections (di-
luted with fluids, also given
subcutaneously or directly into the
mouth), OR an oral syrup such as
Septra are given. Of course, bigh bu-
midity and heat with electrolyte
{oral) support are also vital. We use
products such as Pedialyte right in
the water disb.

TUBERCULOSIS: Several re-
cent reports have appeared in the lit-
eraiure regarding tuberculosis
{mycobacteria) in Gouldian and other
finches. Signs include chronic weight
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loss. lameness. abnormal droppings,
dyspnea. and death. These bacteria
are usually the AVIAN form of tu-
berculosis, but occasional other
strains have also been reported. Very
few humans are susceptible bur this
1s certainly a problem of great con-
‘cern. Anotlier good reason to have as
many losses as possible immediately
sent for necropsy (autopsy). Treat-
ment is pot recommended except for
endangered specimens,

MEGABACTERIOSIS: Not
really a problem in North America
(yet). but worth mentioping as this
may be increasing in the pet bird
population. These hacteria are usn-
ally omly found at necropsy (gram
staited smears on g slide from the
stomach linipg) and are difficult to
treat. They are another cause of
chronic weight loss. Diarrhea and
occasional vomiting efforts are also
noted. Here we have tried ascorbic
acid (vitamin C) combiued with Bay-
tril with good results.

CHLAMYDIOSIS: Fiuch mor-
talities due to chlamydiosis (psittaco-
sis. ornithosis) are fortunately rare,
but 10 one is sure how frequently
they may serve as carriers. And it is
quite possible that mild respiratory
effects could be seew (eye problems.
uasal discharge, sneezing), The test
using fresh droppings performed by
Califorima Avian Labs (916)
722-8428 (also the Awes lab or per-
haps the Kodak Sure Cell) might be
useful. particularly in collections
lioused with cockatiels or other psit-
tacine birds, or if chronic

unresponding respiratory disease has
been a problem.

MYCOPLASMOSIS: This is
thought to be a problem in the ca-
nary, aud in our facility we have also
suspected 1t as a problem in the Cor-
don Bleu (both types), Green Singer
and the ever-sick Gouldians, Feather
loss around the eyes and nostrils is
seen, along with sneezing and dis-
charges. 1t is likely that the stress of
transport, weaning, or air sac mites
contributes to this problem, IN
THEORY this should be easy to IM-
PROVE but difficult to cure. In
other animals the mycoplasma tend
to resist abandoning their nice moist
home in the lungs. We have treated
suspected cases with Tylocine,
oxytetracycling, aud Baytril in the
water. Tylocine and Baytril can also
be given by injection to individual
birds. 1t is not uncemmon for us to
start off a small group with a single
injection each and then place them
on the matebing water medication if
we cannot dose them all individually
for a week,

&

Part One in u series. Dr. Bauck was a
speaker af the 1994 AFA Convention in Knox-
ville, Tennessee, and the information here is
mcluded in the A.F. .4, Annual Conference
Proceedings 1994, reprinted here with her
kind permission.
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Breeding the Africans
The Problematic
Redhead

Amadina erythrocephala
by Rabert S. Potrie
Kansas Gy, Missourt

The first species of wild-caught
finch that successfully reproduced
for me was the ever-

observed for several months where
they remained nervous and never
showed any inclination to breed de-
spite the constant singing of the
male.

Finally 1 decided to nervously
try the Redheads in a flight cage with
smaller waxbills. The Redheads
proved o not be aggressive to co-
habitants. They settled down in the
flight and immediately hegan to con-
struct a nest inside a large. woven-

wicker nest basket.

popular Cutthroat
(Amadina fasciata).
Because of this. 1 have
a special fondness for
them. While research-
ing the Cutthroar 1
found out they have
one very closely related species, the
Redhead finch (dmadina ervthro-
cephala). The namiral range of the
Cutthroat is widespread throughout
Africa. except for the Sahara desert
in the north, the rainforest belt in the
center, and the tip of the continent in
the south. There in the south, in the
absence of the Cutthroat is the Red-
head finch. Redheads were referred
Lo as rare 1n capuvity. so it was no
surprise that I purchased the ones 1
encountered without regard to price.
During the quarantining of my
new Redheads they acted like
slightly over-sized Cutthroats. So af-
ter this peried 1 decided 1o set the
new birds up like their close rela-
tives. 1 previously found Cutthroats
too aggressive for mmix-species flights
so0 | used cages with at least eight cu-
bic feet of area for them. The Red-
heads were placed in a cage and

This time { tried
the waxworms
while the Redheads
had chicks in the
nest. It worked!

situated at the highest
point in the flight. The
pair then laid four eggs
and conimenced incu-
bation. Twelve days
after the first egy was
TN laid a chick hatched
out and another for the next two
days. The parents seemed to be feed-
ing the chicks ideally. The diet was a
vitamin-fortified finch seed mix, an
eggfood mixture, and mealworms.
Then arcund day five one chick
died, then the other two the next
day. This scenario repeated just
about every three months for the
next year and a half. The chicks
would die anywhere from four to ten
days old. The reaily odd thing was
that the chicks were never thrown
out and the parents would continue
tor incubate the dead bodies even af-
ter the odor became very strong. 1
changed everything possible includ-
ing the species in the flight, the nest-
ing material, the day length, my nest
checking hehavior. the diet and dis-
infected everything in the flight. Pre-
viously i offered waxworms (they
are the larva stage of a moth) to all
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the finches and did
not have any birds
touch them, inciuding
¢he Redheads. This
time 1 tried the wax-
worms while the Red-
heads had chicks 1n
the nest. 1t worked!
Thicking back. it
seerns gbvious. | be-
lieve the chicks be-
came impacted with
the mealworms’ €xo-
skeleton because Red-
head finches swallow
mealworms whole,
unlike the smaller
waxbills that suck out
the inside leaving the
exoskeleton uneaten.
Withow the meal-
worms the chicks
lacked sufficient protein. Either way
the young would die.

{ have worked with guite a few
pairs of Redheads since that time and
nestiing mortality is now essentially
zero, The Redheads only eat the
wasworms while they have chicks in
the nest. Now that 1 have several
captive generations, they more read-
ily eat the eggfood mixture relying
less on the Hve food.

The sex ratio of young has been
about 50:50 for me, Yet there is a
shortage of females in captivity, |
feel this is because Redhead females
often die of egg binding due to cal-
cium deficiency. These females lay a
lot of eggs because of over-zealous
males and their sypical diet is low in
calcium {seeds, meaiworms, and
waxworms}. So | recommend

Source: I, Soodwin's Fsiridid Finches of the World, 1982,

calcium supplementing and ! do it
through the eggfood mixwre,

Since solving this problem, |
liave found Redheads to be free
breeders, as long as § keep them in
flight cages. Redheads are more con-
sistent breeders and better nest buitd-
ers than Cutthroats. Aithough
Redheads are not aggressive to
smaller birds, they are clumsy and
unintentionatly intimidating. 1 now
only keep them with Mannikins and
larger species since several fledgling
Redheads accidentally knocked apart
& nest contaimng four fertile Violet-
eared Waxbill eggs. 8o | hope this
experience | have had with Redhead
finches can help anyone having diffi-

culty with them now.
L3
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A discussion of a book useful to the hobby

Finches & Sparrows: An Identification

By Peter Clement. 1993,
Princeton University Press,
Princeton, New Jersey.

500 pp. illus, by Alan Harris and
John Davis,

Revigw by Stash Buckley and
Cored Anne Calvin
Magnola, New Jarsey

Adt Rights Raserved

This new book, published in
1993 is on the whole a very com-
plete, useful guide for dentification
and background information on 31l
290 species in the families Fringilli-
dae, Estrildidae, and Passeridae. ks
73 color plates inchude, in addition
10 the usual illustration of cocks of
each nominate subspecies, renderings
of the previously neglected hens, ju-
veniles, and subspecies which should
prove very useful for use in the field
and in aviculture. Range maps and
basic species information accompa-
nying the plates are further enhanced
by a detailed text which is easily lo-
cated by page numbers given with
each species in the plate section. The
scientific name is also given in both
plate and text sections which is very
helpful in identifving a particular
species since COMMMNON DAMES CaN SO
often be misleading.

A complete table of contents fa-
cibitates the location of a particular

species, giving the bird's reference
number, commeon name, scientific
name, and iex: page number. The ad-
dition of plate numbers would have
been desirable to save time and avoid
confusion, as one might think the
number given was the plate number
when indeed it was the arbitrarily as-
signed reference number. Prelimi-
nary notes and labetled diagrams of
avian anatomical features as well as
the glossary of terms, bibliography,
and index (by scientific and common
name} add o the book's usefulness
as a reference tool.

Being familiar mostly with
estrildid finches, we must limit our
following critique to the section on
this group. Our comments reflect
mostly our experiences as avicaltur-
ists rather than field investigators.

"Right on” —most of the
time

Having worked closely amd Hived
rather intimately with many of the
esirildid finches over the past seven
years, we have come to know a good
deal about their morphology and be-
haviors. In many instances the
authors are "right on" with their
plates and narratives. There are,
however, some errors with what we
have found to be true of not just one
or two representatives of a given
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species, but of groups of a species,
observed over several generations,
One error, which could prove to
be very misleading in the field, is the
iHlustration of the Chestnut-breasted
Negro-finch (Nigrita bicolori, which
depicts the bird as stecky, with a
short, thick bill. in
fact, the Chestnut-

island variation. The cali, a descend-
ing rill, is superficially similar to
that of the Blue-faced Parrot finch
(Erythrura trichroa) to which it is
ciosely related. We strongly suspect
the skin used for the illustration is
the same one used by Derek Good-
win in Estrildid
Finches of the World

e
breasted Negro-

finch is a slim,
strearnlined bird
with a fong, narrow
pointed bill, rather
like the Violet-eared
Waxbill (Uraegin-

Our major criticisrm of
the book is that it /s
mainly a rehashing of
Derek Goodwin's clas-
sic work, Estrifdid
Finches of the World,

{1982}. only from a
different angle. The
flaw is immediately
apparent as it is in

Goodwin's ilustra-
tion: the bird is not
only blue-breasted

thus granating} in
bady shape and
size. Iis long,
pointed bili is at
least twice as fong
as illastrated, in-
dicative of an insect-eater, not a
seed-eater, consiseent with Nigrita
bicolor's dietary preference—insects
and softfood, not seeds.

Another glaring flaw concerns
the Blue-breasted Parrot finch
{Erythrura tricolor}. The authors
suggest that this bird is rare and un-
known. In fact, this bird has been in
European aviculture for quite a few
years. The suggestion that cock and
hen differ only slightly is mislead-
ing. The cock exhibits the deep blue
of an Indigo Bunting, while the hen
is much paler, similar to the cock
Cordon Bleu. Also, hens are smaller
than cocks. As this species appears
to be currently trapped from differ-
ent istands than in the past few
years, more recently trapped birds
are much smaller in size, suggesting

writh many of the
"unknowns”
incorrectly filled.

bu, 13 indeed, in
life, a blue-bodied
bird with green
wings and a red tail.

Although 1t is
interesting and im-
portant that the authors mention the
namrally cceurring yellow-headed
mutation of the Royal Parrot finch
{Erythrura cyaneovirensj they have
overlooked the naturally occurring
red-headed mutation of the Crimson-
winged Aurora (Pytilia phoenicop-
teraj. Indeed, our original stock of
red-headed mutations were
wild-caught,

Abridged attention to
calls

Another problem we have with
the book is the abridged version of
the calls. We have videod bird be-
haviors and calis for many years now
and have worked with the Kulikoro
firefinch {Lagonosticta virara) for at
least ¢hree generations ang have not
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heard the whisthing call the authors
describe. However, if you go back to
the original Goodwin text where he
describes the call as whistle-like,
similar to that of a canary, that
makes sense. The calls of both cock
and hen, although shightly different
from each other, are a series of bell-
like tones. Another exampie is the
Bamboo Parrot finchk (Erythrura hy-
perythraj, where they completely
omit the crackling tones, This is the
most salient aspect of their mating
call, especially among birds that are
performing the fencing ritual,

Aviculturists’ knowledge
omitted

Qur major criticism of the book
is that it is mainly a rehashing of
Derek Goodwin's classic work,
Estrildid Finches of the World, with
many of the "unknowns” incorrectly
filled. With the exception of Robin
Restali, the authors seem to have al-
maost completely ignored the avicul-
tural community as a source for
current information, For example, ,
aithough most of the current stock of
Mindanao Parrot finches (Erythrura
coloria} are suspect due to their hy-
bridization with the Blue-faced Par-
rot finch, new birds have been
recently imported into Europe, and
one can immedicately see the dimor-
phism between cock and hen, even
down to the shades of green. Perhaps
most interesting is that not only do
the cocks sing (a rather gutteral
trill}, but the hens do also, 2 much
sweeter version of his song. Granted,
this sort of information is hard to

conte by, bue can be acquired if one
keeps close tabs with the avicultural
CORMTUNity.

In many instances, however, the
book is remarkably perceptive as, for
example, in the case of the Crimson
finches (Neochmia phaeton}, The

In concilusion, we feel
this work to be a rela-
tively complete and
useful treatment of the
family. its beautiful
color piates and infor-
mative text-go beyond
any previously pub-
lished field guide.

authors’ comparison of the appear-
ance and behavior of the Crimsons to
that of the African grenadiers (Urae-
ginthus) is very accurate.

We also agree with the authors'
difficulty in properly classifying the
Blue-bills and Seedcrackers and their
possible relationship to the Twin-
spots. This is evidenced by the fact
that the chick Crimson Seedcracker
{Pyrenestes sanguineus) and the
chick Peters’ Twinspot (Hypargos
niveoguttatus) are quite similar, be-
ing the same skin shade—a dark
grayish-blue—and are quite downy.
The Red-breasted Blue-bill chicks
{Spermophaga haematingj, on the
other hand, are light-skinned, not as
downy as the aforementioned chicks,
and have a broad yellow border on
upper and lower mandible which is
absent in the Seedcrackers and
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Twinspots. Also, the Blue-bill chicks
have a unigue begging response at a
few days of age. They tend to stand
up in the nest with thewr huge mouths
agape, a response we have not ob-
served in any other estritdid finch,
This is probably an evolutionary ad-
aptation in response to the hugh bill
of the parents, making the chicks
easier to feed,

One of the most interesting and
fascinating aspects of the book for us
15 the illustration {showing both cock
and hen} of the subspecies of the
Pintailed Parrot finch (Ervthrura
prasing coelica} from Boraeo. This
is indeed an attractive bird and one
we would like to see.

Ix conctusion. we feel this work
to be a relatively complete and useful
treatmens of the family. s beautiful
color plawes and informative text go
beyond any previously pubiished

field guide, 1t 15 a pity that the
authors did not consult with the
many aviculturists worldwide who
have gained intimate knowledge of
their charges, especially the rarer
finches, through years of close ob-
servation and study and could have
added so much ¢o fill in the gaps o
make this an even more complete
work.

Stash Buckley and Carof Anne Calvin
co-author the column "Esiriidid Finches in
Aviculire " in the AFA Waichbird, and con-
duct. in confunciion with Dr. Luis Bapiisia.
the Esirildid Research Project. The Research
Praject is an internalional endeavor 1o bring
the serious avicullurist and researcher 1o-
gether through a sharing of significant ebser-
vitions and findings. For more informaiion.
cotttact Stash and Carol Anne ai 215 W
Washington Ave.. Magnolia. New Jersey
G8049-1703. (609 783-2039,
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The Wild Bird Conservation Act of 1992

The Impact of the
Legislation

by Martha Wigmore
E% River, ¥innasots

Final regs

The 1.5, Fish and Wildtife Service is-
sued Bs final rule implementng "he establish-
men: of an approved list of species. .. thal may
be imported without 2 WBCA permin.” The
nile, published in the December 2, 1994 Fed-
eral Regisier {pgs. 62255-62263) addresses
the faw, regulations and the many specific
species which commenters suggested for in-
clusion i the approved list of captive-bred
species. It is (suzprisingly) an interesting
read. and informative far beyond what has
heen wrillen about WBCA in the trade publi-
cations, To get & copy, contact your local i
brary, of wrile 1o

Office of Management Authority

.. Fish and Wildlife Service

4401 N, Fairfax Dr.. Rm. 420C

Arlington, VA 22203

Yet more to come —watch!

And now. what's ali the fuss? While the
issue of how and whal W inciude on the ap-
proved |ist of capiive-bred species for impor-
sation has completed Hs first round, there are
stitl two other aspects of WBCA which have
yel 10 be addressed by USFWS.

On Qciober 19,1994 the Service invited
WECA "Cooperalors” 1 a meeling "some
time in early 19937 10 discuss and exchange
ideas abown Section [14{c) below. Some
NF3S members residing in the mid-East
Coasl are planning %o allend this meeting
when held. If you are interested, contact
NFSS Presidemt Steve Hoppin or Treasurer
Miki Sparzak,

And while this section of the law re-
quires oply a “review of opportunities”.
whith may lead 10 bird regisiries and certifi-
cation of your breeding facilities, the follow-
ing requirements of the law (Section £15), not
apparenily the subject of this first meeting in
1995, will quite certainly impact gach of us in

the finch and softbill fancy. | present the text
bere for your thoughtfl consideration, in
preparation for & conlinuing challenging year
for avicaimre.

Public Law 102-440-Oct. 23, 1992, Sec-
tion | 14{c), the subject of lhe upcoming meel-
ing reads:

The Secretary, i consuliation with ap-
progriate represeatatives of industry, the con-
servation community. the Secretariat of the
{Convention, and otker national and interna-
tional bodies. shali—

{1} review opportunities for a volun-
tary program of labefing exotic birds,
certification of exotic bird breeding fa-
cilities and retadl ontlets, and provision
of privately organized or funded technical
assistanve 10 other nations; and

(2} report 10 the Congress the resulis of
this review wilhin 2 years after the date of
enactment of this Act.

The following section of the law has
specific requirements, bul { have not yel seen
mention of new regulations in the communi-
cations from USFWS.

Sec. 115. MARKING AND
RECORDKEEPING
{a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary is author-
ired to promulgale regulations to require
marking or recordkeeping that the Secretary
determines will contribute significantly 1o the
ability of the Secretary 10 ensure compliance
with the prohibitions of section 111, for—

{1} any exotic bird thal is imponed after

the date of enaciment of this Act; or

{2) any other exotic bird that is..

(A} hatched after the date of the
enactment of this Act;
{B} offesed for sale; and
{(C) of 2 species—
(i} the export of which from
any country of origin is prohibited: and
{ii} that s subject to a high
level of iiegal rade.
() AVOIDING DETERRENCE OF SREED.
ING-The Secretary shall seek 10 ensure that
regulations premulgated under this section
will not have the effect of delerring caplive
breeding of exotic birds.

Sometimes, does thinking about your
government xeep you awake al nighn?
.
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Finch and Softbill
"Best in Show"
Winners—1994

by Dr. A Decotoau
NFSS Points Chairmarn:

This was an interesting show
year and, like previous years, the top
Best in Show winners were more of-
sen Gouldians, Shaftiails and Zebras,
Goulds took Best on eight occasions,
while Shafuails took the top honors
six tintes, Seven Zebras ended up on
tap.

Cinnamon Javas took Best in
Show four times--all the same bird,
owned by Patrick Vance. Likewise,
the Fawn Parson, owned by Pat and
Mary Krichten took Best in Show
four tintes and took the Kellogg at
the National Cage Bird Show, It was
the first finch in history to take the
Scannell, a most coveted award for
the Best Bird m the entire NCBS
show.

Gene and June Miller's Fire
Finch won Best in Show twice, as
did Dale Laird's Tri-colored Nun.
Fravok and Sandy Hudson's 1993
Kellogg winning Lilac-breasted
Roller did Best in Show twice in
1994, as did the twice Great Ameri-
can Best in Show, Jacky Eckman's
Starling. This was indeed the year
for NFSS and #s fincbes aad
softhills,

Daren Pecoteau selected the
Fawn Parson Finch that fourteen
other judges selected for the Scannell

winner at NCBS—Best Bird over
2,400 entries. Daren then went to
Puerto Rico, selecting a magnificent
Yellow-bodied Gouldian owned by
member Alfredo Brugueras: five
other udges elevated this bird to get
the top Puerto Rican award which
paraliels the Scannell.

Martha Wigmore had the i(een
eye to select the magnificent Starling
as her best bird at GABS, repeating
what Charles Anchor did a year pre-
vious, Eight differeat judges each
year agreed with Martha and Char-
ie, and the grand Starling took the
$1,600 award twice, an unprece-
dented event.

This was indeed the vear NFSS
should be quite proud of reviewing.
The first kalf of the results of 1994
NFSS shows (through 10/16/94) are
printed here. The second half of the
show season will be printed in the
next issue.

Finally, look what alse placed
Best in Show at least once:

Painted Diamond Sparrow

Ssar White Java

Society - 3 times Red-headed Parrot

Black Crested Finch

African Silverbill - Cordon Bleu
twice Black Cheek

Orange Weaver Waxbill

Greenfinch Biue-capped

Red-ear Waxbill

Cherry Gray Singer

3t Helena Waxbill  Cutthroat

Spice - twice Timeor Sparrow

And the Softbill Best in Shows:
Persa Touraco
While Eye
Blue-gray Tanager
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Band # (Y1}
SPBE -DJL 37 (93}

D 336G (93)

E 4085 (92)
D 11431 (92)

Band #{¥Yr)

D 12065 (91)

K 259 (933

Band # (¥r}

Fiorida State Falr, — Saturday, Tampa, Fi.. February 19, 1994
Judge; Earl Courts .. 20 Exhibitora, 125 Entrles
Points  Exbibitor Speciex
16 Dale Laird White cheek Touraco
g John Dapas White-breasted Gouldian
8 Moses L. Linn Chestnut-flanked Zebra
7 Bob & Verz Hollaway  Blue-capped Cordon Bleu
6 Moses L. Linn Pr. Chocolate & White Societies
5 Jerri C. Wiesenfeid Crested Chooolate Society
4 Stephen L. Hoppin Black-crested Finch
3 Stephen 1.. Hoppin Fire Finch
2 Wayne Davis (lossy Stasling
1 Miki Sparzak Indian Hiil Mynah
Fiorida State Fair, — Sunday, Tampa Fi.. February 19, 1994
Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau - 17 Exhibitors, 110 Entries
Points  Exkibitor Species
g Stephen L. Hoppin Black-crested Finch
8 John Dapas Black-headed Red Sisken
7 Stephen L. Hoppin Red-crested Touraco
é John Dapas White beasted Gouldian
5 Stephen L. Hoppin Pin-tailed Nonpariel
4 Dale Laird Diamond Sparrow
3 Dale {.aird Lavender Waxbill
2 Wayne Davis Grey Tree Pie
1 Jerri €. Wisenfeld Normal fave Rice Bird
Amerlcan Famiiy Bird Show, Pomona, CA, April 23, 1994
Judge: Joe Krader - 4 Exhibitors, 15 Entrles
Points  Exbibitor Species
Kay McVay Timor Sparrow
Kay McVay Blue-capped Cordon Bleu
Creg Aden Shafttail
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Ilini Bird Fanciers, — Saturday, Shelbyville, i, June 4, 1994
Judge: Tom Rood - 16 Exhibitors, 87 Eniries

Points Exhibitor Species Band # (Yn)

8 Charles Anchor Eeropean Greenfinch

7 Dennis Burhans Cherry Finch D 4948 (92)

6 Virginia Patrick Green Singing Finch C511{91)

5 Dennis Burhans Chocolate & White Swciety

4 Dennis Burbans Pair Cherry Finches 32240 {93}
C352¢93)

George & Joyee Alles  Blue Bodied Gouldian
2 Betty Brandt Dilute Society Finch E 995 {94)
1 Jan Marcott CGreen Singing Finch C653(92)

YYini Bird Fanciers, — Sunday, Shelbyvitle, iL, June 5, 1984
Jutdge: Conrad Meinert — 10 Exhibitors, 73 Entries

Points Exhibitor Species Band # {Yr}
7 Dennis Burhans Cherry Finch D> 4948 (92)
6 Tom Rood Yeljow-billed Zebra Finch D 4258 (93
5 George Alles Biue-bodied (back) Gouldian
4 Sue & Bob Rabe Violet-eared Waxbill
3 Dennis Burkans Pair Cherry Finches D 2240 {93)
€ 352(93)
2 Pat & Virginia Patrick  Green Singing Finch CS51L{8)
1 Dennis Burhans Parson Finch

Heart of America Hookbil! & Finch Society, Grandview, MO, June 11, 1994
Judge: Pau! Williams — 10 Exhibitors, 58 Entries

Points Exhibitor Species Band # (Y1)
6 Dennis Burhans Shafttal T3 11918¢9%)
5 Tom Rood Pair Zebra Finches 134266 (93)
D 4240 (93)
4 Tom Rood AQV Zebra Finch D 4231 {99
3 Tom Rooed Society Finch E 1267 (93}
2 Tor Rood Pair Society Finches E 385 (94}
E 373 (94

1 Dennis Burhans Cherry Finch > 4548 (92)
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Aviary and Cage Bird Society of South Florida, Margate, FL, August 20, 1994
Judge: Martha Wigmore — 22 Exhibitors, 189 Entries

Points
i2
it
i0

W B o) 0o D

Exhibitor
Oszle & Eileen Laird
Joha Oapas
Joha Oapas

Dale & Eileen Laind
Phii Barth

Jerri Weisenfeld
Elier Buchanan
Jerri Weisenfeld
Phii Barth

Felipe Benilla

Species Band # {Yr}

Tri-color Nun
Aurora Finch
Yeliow-headed White-breasted

Gouldian
Pagoda Myna
Pirtailed Noapareil
Normal Java Rice Bird
Normal Shafitail C 1552 {93)
Red-eared Waxbill
Crimson Pileated Finch
Oiiute Chocolate Society E 2254 (34)

Bay Area Cochkatiel and Cage Bird Club, Galveston, TX, September 3, 1994
Judge: Marty Von Raesfeld — 7 Exhibitors, 35 Entries

Poinis
4

3
2
1

Exhibitor
Sandy Hudson
M. & H. McBrayer
Sandy Hudson
M. & H. McBrayer

Species Band # (Yr)
Spice Finch
Gouldian
Red-headed Gouldian
Gouldian 11460 (92)

TCC Feather Show, Galveston, TX, September 4, 1994
Judge: Marty Von Raesfeld — 7 Exhibitors, 38 Entries

Exhibitor
Margie McBrayer

Gertrude Osseweiger
F. & 8. Hudson
Margic McBrayer

Specvies Band # (Yr}
White breasted, Orange-headed
Gouldian
Parrot Finch
Spice Finch
White-breasted, Orange-headed,
Gouldian
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Points
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2
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Midwest Cage Bird Ciub, Westiand, M, September 10, 1994
Judge: Marty Von Raesfeid — 11 Exhibitors, 54 Entries

Exhibitor
Patrick Vance
Patrick Vance
Bob & Sue Rahe
Patrick Vance
Bob & Sue Rahe
Bob & Sue Rahe

Species Sand # {Yr)
Cinnamon Java Rice Bird K 58 {83}
Red-headed Star Finch E 74 (34)
Bicheno Finch
Chestaut-flanked Zebra D 936 (54)
Violet-eared Waxbill

Pr. Bronze-winged Waxbils

Chester County Bird Breeders, Valley Forge, PA, September 16, 1954
Judge: Cecil Gunby - 8 Exhibitors, 31 Entries

Exhibitor
Pat & Mary Krichten
Steve Funk
Pat & Mary Krichten
Bob Vargo

Species Band # (Y1)
Biue Grey Tanager
Tri-color Nun
Crimson-wing Pytilia D 7633 (94}
Chocolate Society Finch

Greater Brandon Avian Society, Tampa, FL, September 17, 1984
Judge: Patrick Vance — 13 Exhibitors, 89 Entries

Exhibitor
John Dapas

John Dapas
Elien Buchanan
C. & M. Runyon
Wayne Davis
Ken Miller
Diane Pittmas
Jorge Figuerola

Species Band # {Yr}

White-breasted, Yeliow-headed,

Ozange Checked Gouldian
Pailid Nun
Cuban Melodius Finch
Mynah
Green Glossy Stariing
Fawn Shafttail
Blue-capped Waxbill C1060 {93)
Yellow-headed Gouldian

3
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Band # (Yr}

32
Burham Avicultural Society of Ontario, Pickering ON, Canada
September 24, 1994
Judge: Conrad Meinert — 15 Exhibitors, 158 Entries
Points Exhibitor Species
11 lake Hoekstra Shafitail
190 Jake Hoekstra Cherry Finch
9 Frank Curmi Green Finch
8 Sam Crabbe Light-backed Zebra
7 Flikkema Aviaries Blue-winged Munia
& Ron Francis White-breasted Gouldian
5 Mike Manley Cuban Melodious Fiach
4 Walter Steger Green Singing Fineh
3 Waiter Steger Society Finch
2 Mike Maniey Strawberry Finch

Toledo Bird Assn. & Zebra Finch Club of America, Toledo, OH, Sept. 24, 1994
Judge: Patrick Vance — 3 Exhibitors, 9 Entries

Pomts

Exhihitor
Biil Mulling
Bonny Williams
Bilt Muiling

Species
White-brested Gouldian
Chestnut-flanked Zebra
Yeflow-headed Gouldian

Band # (Y1)

D15 (94}

Bird Fanciers of Okizhoma, Okiahoma City, OK, September 24, 1984
Judge: Tom Rood — 9 Exhibitors, 70 Entries

Points

Ll BT - I ]

Exhibitor
Gene & June Miller
Y Hulsey
Gene & June Miller
Gene & June Miller
Clarence Culwell
Doug & Kim Paris
Gene & June Milier

Species
Fawn Diamond Sparrow
Parson Finch
Fire Finch
Red-headed Parrot Finch
Seif-chocolate Society
Bhack-headed Gouldian
Blue-faced Parrot Finch

Band # (Yr}
DR7(92)

B 15 (94}
D 401 (94)

D 165 (32)
D 384 (93)
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Central Pennsyivania Cage Bird, Grantvilie, PA, September 24, 1984
Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau - 11 Exhibitors, 50 Entries

Points Exhibitor Species Band # (Vr}
6 Kyle Bolton Blue-bodied Gouldian D 3877 93)
3 E. Woody Hughes Lilac-breasted Roller
4 Pat & Mary Krichten  Parson Finch C 197 (93)
3 Steve Funk/Ray Smith  Tri-color Nusn
2 Pat & Mary Krichten Rufous-backed Mannikin D 2068 {93)
i E. Woody Hughes Silver-eared Mesia

Carofina Classic — Saturday, Anderson, SC, September 24, 1994
Judge: Kenneth Gunby — 4 Exhibitors, 30 Entries

Points Exhibitor Species Band # (Yr)
4 Bob & Veta Helloway  Cordon Bleu
3 Melvin Yoder Fawn Zebra
2 Bob & Veta Holloway  White Java Rice Bird
i B. Vitale/S. Wood Chestnut-flanked Zebra D 2002 (83

Carolina Ciassic — Sunday, Anderson, 5C, September 25, 1894
Judge: Harold Bowles — 3 Exhibitors, 27 Entries

Points Exhihitor Species Band # {Yr}
3 Melvin Yoder Fawn Zebra
2 Melvin Yoder Scaly Headed Weaver
H Bob & Veta Hollaway  White Java Rice Bird D 384 93

Seven Mountaing Bird Ciub, Grantville, PA, September 25, 1994
Judge: Roddy Gabe! - 8 Exhibitors, 27 Entries

Points Exhihitor Species Band # (Y1}
3 Roy Smith/Steve Fupk  Fri-color Manaikin
2 Kyle Bolton Coral-headed Gouldian Dagr7

H Bill & Cindy Grace Common Starling
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Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture, Denver CO, October 1, 1994
REGIONAL SHOW: Reglon ¥5 - Mountain
Judge: Laura Bewiey - 13 Exhibitors, 70 Entries

Points
7

e W b WO

Exhibitor
Terri McAuliffe
Glenda Pullum
Anna Sinclair
Julie Kern:
Dave & Debbie Stecle
Dave & Debbie Stecie
Dave & Debbie Stecie

Species Band # (Yr)
S:. Helena Waxbili
Star Finch
Crested Chestnut/White Society  E 1419 (94)
Hzlf-masked Weaver
Tri-color Nun
Cacelate/White Society Finch D 5690 (90
Normal Zebra Finch 1586 {94}

KAYTEE GREAT AMERICAN BiRD SHOW, Des Moines, 1A, October 1, 1394
Judge: Martha Wigmore — 17 Exhibitors, 121 Entries

Points
i0

MmNy

L o5 LR I -

Exhibitor
Jacky Eckman
Gene & June Miller
Gene & June Miller
{Dale & Eileen Laird
Gene & June Miller
Tom Rood

Gene & June Miller
Gene & June Miller
Pale & Eileen Laird
Patrice Brusgk

Species Band # (Yr)

Common Starling SPBE BRA 15 {93}
Red-checked Cordon Bleu C9{93)
Diamond Sparrow E 112 {94)
Normal Java Rice Bird K 493-(94}
Red-headed Gouldian
Pair Normal Zebras 4266 (93

3 4240 (93
Cuban Melodius B 223
Red-headed Parrot Finch D 401 (o)
Tri-color Nun
Chocolate & White Society E 2531 {89)

South Jersey Bird Club, Garden State Park, NJ, October 1, 1894
Judge: Kenneth Gunby — 10 Exhibitors, 41 Entries

Exhibitor
Pat & Mary Krichten
E. Woody Hughes
Pat & MaryKrichten
Pat & Mary Krichten
E. Woody Hughes

Species Band # (Y1)
Fawn Parson C215(9%)
Wattled Starling
Indian Silveribill C 142 (92)

Ditute Choc. & White Society E 284 (94)
Masked Grassfinch
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Ctassic Feathers, Defiance, OH, October 1, 1994
Judge: Haroid Bowles — 2 Exhibitors, 18 Entries

Exhibitor Species Band # {Yr}
Patsick Vance Cinnamon Java Rice Bird K 58 (93)
Patrick Vance Shafttail C 52 (94)
Patrick Vance Zebra Finch b 1839 (93)

Fort Worth Bird Club, Arlington, TX, Oct 1, 1994
Judge: Paul Williams — 10 Exhibitors, 68 Entries

Exhibitor Species Band # {Yr)
F. & 5. Hudson Spice Finch
Lauric Suomala Cordon Bieu
H. & M. McBrayer Gouldian
F. & 8. Hudseon Pr. Shafitails
F. & 8. Hudson Lilac-breasted Roller
Clarence Culwell Starling
Clarence Culweli Normai Zebra

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society, Oriando, Fi. Oct 8, 1894
Judge: Stephen Hoppin — 11 Exhibitors, 80 Entries

Exhibitor Species Band # (Yr)
Dale & Eileen Laird Tri Color Nun
Jerri Weisenield Pallid Nun
Jorge Figuerola White Zebra 970 (93
Pale & Eieen Laird Yeliow-winged Pytilia
dorge Figuerola Orange-Headed Gouldian
Diane Pitiman Biue-capped Waxbill C 1060 (93
Felipe Bogilla Bilute Fawn Society 2254 (94)

Dale & Eileen Laird Red-eared Waxbill
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indiana Bird Fanciers, Fort Wayne, IN, Oct 8, 1694
Judge: Tom Rood — T Exhibitors, 89 Entries

Extibitor Species Band # (Yr)
Patrick Vance Yellow-seaded Gouldian
C. & D. Wiegele Normal Java Rice Bird 303 (90}
Patrick Vance Chocolate & White Society D 1766 (94)
Patrick Vance Cinnamon Java Rice Bird K 38 (93
John & Janc Muscato  White Java Rice Bird
Marylou Terwilliger Green Singing Finch 43 {31)
Patrick Vance Shafitail C 52 (94)

Kansas Avicultural Soclety, Wichita, KS, Oct 8, 1894
Judge: Cecil Gunby — 7 Exhibitors, 32 Entries

Exhibitor Species Band # (Yr)
Nita Haas Dilute Society E 1336 (92
Bernie Navheimer Shafitail
Nita Haas Chocolate & White Society E 569 (94)
Bernie Nauheimer Blue Gouldian 12622 (9%

Cleveiand Cage Bird Society, Cleveiand, OH, Cct 8, 1094
Judge: Dr, Al Decoteau — 3 Exhibitors, 7 Entries

Exhibitor Species Band # {Yr)
Vicki Pelsanter Pair Cutthroats
T. & A. Howard Normal Java Rice Bird

Gerald & Alma Ball Biack-headed Gouldian

Essex-Kent Cagebird Society, Windsor, ON, Canada, Oct 15, 1994
Judge: Patrick Vance — 8 Exhibitors, 103 Entries

Exbibitor Species Band # {Yr)
1 & W. Lafieur Fawn Zebra
Jack Hoekstira Shafitail
Flikkemna Aviaries Pr. White Java Rice Birds
Jokn & Barb Jasik Pied Star Finch
I. & E. Bellmore 5t. Helena Seedeater
Jokn & Barb Jasik Shafttail
Fiikkema Aviaries Pekin Robin
John & Barb Jasik Bicheno Finch

Flikkemna Aviaries Red-headed Gouidian
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Sun Coast Avian Soclety, Clearwater, FL. Oct 15, 1994
Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau — 7 Exhibifors, 37 Entries

Points Exhihitor Species Band # {Yr}
4 Elen Buchanan Normez! Shafitai C 1552 (9%
3 Dale & Eileen Laird Tri-Color Nun
2 Dale & Eileen Laird Yellow-winged Pytilia
i Dale & Eileen Laird Fawn Society E272009%)

Gulf South Bird Club, New Orfeans, LA, Oct 15, 1994
Judge: Paul Williams — 7 Exhibitors, 42 Entries

Points Exhibitor Species Band # (Yr)
5 F. & §. Hudsen Lilac-breasted Roller
4 F. & 8. Hudson Shafttaii
3 F. & 8. Hudson Spice Finch
2 ¥. & 8. Hudson Pr. Shafitails
i Justin Stamm Combassou

Baltimore Bird Fanciers, Baltimore, MD, Oct 15, 1984
Judge: Laura Bewiey — 9 Exhihitors, 44 Entries

Points Exhibitor Species Band # (Y1)
5 Hmmy Eckman Common Starling
4 Pat & Mary Krichten  Fawn Parson Fiach C215(93)
3 Dyr. San Miguel Red-headed Gouldian
2 Suzanne Wood Fawn Zebra
i E. Woody Hughes Silver-cared Mesia

Great |.akes Aviculturat Soclety, Grand Rapids, Mi, Oct 15, 1894
Judge: Charles Anchor — 8 Exhibitors, 35 Entries

Points Exhihitor Species Band # {¥r}
4 Patrick Vance Cinnamon Java Rice Bird K 58 (93)
3 Patrick Vance Chestaut-flanked White Zebra D 936 (94)
2 Karen Kanine White Java Rice Bird
1 Mary Lou Terwilliger  Pr. Pied Zebras €356 (31)

4857 (93}

37
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Greater Kansas City Avicuitural Society, Kansas City, MO, Oct 15, 1994
Judge: Ciarence Culwell — 10 Exhibltors, 55 Entries

Points Exhibitor Species Band ¥ (Y1)
3 Gene & Tune Miller Red-headed Parrot Finch D 435 (94}
b Gene & June Miller Yelow-rumped Diamond E 112 (94)
Sparrow
4 Jim Pikel Neormal Gouldian
3 H.T. Birds Self Chocolate Society Finch E 1366 (94}
2 Gene & June Miller Fire Finch B 14 (94)
1 Dennis Burhans Dilwte Society D 2225 (9%

New York Finch & Type Canary Club, Franking Square, NY, Oct 15, 1894
Judge: Daren Decoteau — 25 Exhibitora, 149 Entries

Points Exhibitor Spevies Band £ (Yr}
il Juan Almanzar Star Finch
10 Dasso Maharai Black-checked Waxbill
g Juan Almanzar Blogd Finch
8 Ren Casper Combassou
7 Carol Garrison Fawm Society Finch
6 Terrence Arthur Saffron Finch
5 Stan Ramkisson indian Silverbill
4 Charlie Angell Shafttail 967 (94)
3 Edmond Drakis Black-headed Siskin
2 Carol Casper Half-masked Weaver

Heart of America Hookbill & Finch Society, Kansaa City, MO, Qct 16, 1894
Judge: Cecil Gunby —7 Exhibitors, 32 Entries

Points Exhibitor Species Band # {¥n)
4 Gene & Iune Miller Fire Finch B 14 {(94)
3 Gene & Tune Miller Red-headed Parrot Finch D 401 {(94)
2 Gene & June Miller Yeliow-rumped Diamond E 112 (34}
Sparrow

i Gene & June Miiler Red Siskin B 9 {94)
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The National Finch and Softhill Society

Region NEWS

7 doin
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NFSS membership table at the Southeast Regional Show

Georgia Cage Bird Society, November 5, 1994

News from

Region 2:

Southeast
Dale Laird - Regional V.P.

The Georgia Cage Bird Society
hosted the Southeast Regional Show
and NFSS membership meeting in
Atlanta, Georgiz on November 5,
1994, There were 55 eniries in the
show and 17 people in attendance at

Photo by Dale and Eileen Laird

the meeting. Dale Laird set yp an
informational table for distribution
of NFSS pamphleis on FINCH-
SAVE, the Society, membership ap-
phications, and FINCHSHOP items
he has on consignment. His wife,
Eileen, and be made a display board
of various finches and softbills for
the table which drew a fot of atten-
tion. They also brought along their
hand-fed Persa Touraco, Kelsy, a
male Queens Whydah, and Superb
Starling tor the display.
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Sale of FINCHSHOP items,
memberships, and a raffle consisting
of a framed Eric Peake print and a
pair of domestic bred and banded Af-
rican Silverbills, donated by Steve
Hoppin, raised $181.50 for NFSS.
Phil and Denise Barth won the Sil-
verbills and Barbara Hill won the
Eric Peake print. Phil and Denise
‘have promised to register the Silver-
biils in the FINCHSAVE program.

At the awards banguet follow-
ing the show, the Georgia Cage Bird
Society presented 2 plague to Dale
Laird, who accepied on behalf on
NFSS, for our participation in their
show. A very nice touch which
epitomized the entire event. The vol-
ynteers in the club responded posi-
tively to every request we had and
made it all seem so easy. Candy

Wright, GCBS NFSS delegate, kept
everything moving smoothly.

All-in-all, a very good day.
We look forward to the applications
for the 1995 regional show which
will be part of the affiliation process,
Hopefully all of the clubs holding a
show will apply.

Dale also added this note to
the editor (in Minnesota), which says
it all:

Don't forget the State Fair
Show in February. We probably will
have had our three days of winter by
then and be back in shorts and T-
shirts for the show. Of course, if it is
a winter day that means we wear our
one pair of long pants and a long
sieeve shirt. Shorts and T-shirts are
kept in the car in case it warms up.

o

Let NFSS be the first to grest
you et your new address!
Piegse sond this form
or this informetion to

Changing Your Address?

Club delegates should also send
their chenge of address
seperately to
Ginny Allen

Lyada Bakula NESS Liaison Officer
NESS Membership Chainnan 307 Brookwood Court

P.O. Box 3232 Opelika, AL 36801-3657

Ballwin, MO 63022
Membership

Name #
New Address
City
State Zip

Phone




Jan--¥eb 1995 41

FINCHSAVE REPORTS—1993:

AUSTRALIAN / PARROT
FINCH GROUP Annual
Breeding Report Results

Repores for FINCHSAVE groups will be published
pertodically.

Breeding setups—Two pairs bred in outdoor mixed aviaries (Breeder #2 &
Breeder #3).Breeder #1: Used 18" x 18"W x 20"H cages (I pair per cage)
side by side {must foster most birds under Societies as they will not raise
their own). Breeder #2: Used 2" x 27 x 2’ cages (fosters most under Socie-
ties, did not indicate why}. Breeder #3: Did not attempt to set up individual
breeding cages due to lack of space. Stif raised 3 birds.

Special foodsw romaine lettuce
egg food (hardboiled egg, nestling grated carrot
food & Nekton) greens

Cede epg food

Reports received—2 Total birds raised—0. Losses: 2

Breeding setups—>Breeder #1: One pair per flight 4' x &’
x 12'. Breeder #2: Could not set up birds to breed this vear.

Significant problems-Breeder #1 lost 2 older birds. Infertile eggs pro-
duced. Birds did not tolerate nest inspection,

Blue-faced Parrot Finch--2 reports. No birds raised, | loss. Breeder #1 uses 3°
x 18" x 18" cage. Usually fosters to Societies. Breeder #2 did not set up birds
to breed in 1993, An increase in infertile eggs was noted (age?). Parents

hatwched I but rejected it. .
. Conrinued next page
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Breeding the
Bronze-winged
P [ !] »
Lonchura cucullata

by Reta Groenberg

The Central Florida Bird Breed-
ers decided to give something back
to aviculture’s conservation through
propagation and started a Finch
Breeding Consortium. Back on No-
vember 30, 1993, the membership
and directors decided to work with
the Bronze-winged Mannikin,

The finches were purchased by
the club from 2 local finck diseribu-
tor and kept as a group at a mem-
ber's house, Later on, they were

placed with ten participams. Eack
was given three pairs (actually six
birds).

My six birds were kept inside
the house for two months {January-
February 19%4) due to coid weather
and winds, They were koused in a
three-tier breeding cage measuring
24" deep x 36" wide x 24" wall per
compariment.

A 5" x 8" x 5" wood nest box
was placed on the outside of eack of
the cages: the first two had a half-
open entrance, while the one in the
bottom cage had a round-hole open-
ing. Al three nest boxes were filled
with coco-husk material, and the
finches lined them with a white
strand. Some coco-hmsk was left in-
side the cage for the birds to pick up
themselves,

FINCHSAVE Reports, continued

Reports received-!

Total hirds raised—8. Losses: 4

Fostered cage bred to Societies,

Breeding setups—1 pair in outdoor aviary. 2 pairs in 3' x 2" x 2" cages.

Special foods— . mealworms
Nestling food mixed with hard- . greens
boiled egg & Nekton ; grit

Significant problems—Clear eggs froin 1 pair. Dropping species from
progranm,

Pintgil Nonpariel—1 report. No birds raised, 1 foss. Breeder unabie o set
up birds in 1993, Previous year was successful breeding.
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Their diet consisted of Neder-  were laid on June 2, 1994, Two of

land's Vita Seed finch mix, CeDe the eggs were not fertile and the
eggfood (moistened with water), breeding pair tossed them out of the

chopped broceoli and carrots. Three breeding box. The remaining egg

times a2 week Nekton E was added to hatched June 16, 1994. Around the

their drinking water, and mealworms  end of July, this baby was eating on
o s its own.

o This baby was
not banded for two
reasons; the parents
were very protective
of the nest, and
scared easily when
approached. Tn addi-
tton, the Consortium
had not yet acquired
the bands. At this
time, all three finches
share the nest box to
sleep in. The baby
bird is dark in color
and will not look like
the parents until it
goes through the first
mole.

Home of the
Bronze-winged Mennikin

o

Source: D. Goodwin's Estrifdid Finches of the Workd. 1982,

were offered occasionally but the

birds always refused or ignored Central Florida Bird Breeders

them. : ; ; .

) Finch Breeding Consortium
. During March 1994, t‘hc }f'md' Gene Goss, Direclor
g SEt-uI{ Was piaced outside in a 2891 King Oak Circle
screened-in room, and on May 20, 51, Cloud. FL 34769

1994, one of the two finches housed
in the bottom cage died, leaving a
single finch which later 1aid an egg.
The middle cage houses two females,
determined by the fact that there is
always an abundance of eggs, always
infertile. Finally, breeding results
occurred in the top cage. Three eggs
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Some Bird Prices
During the
Thirty-Year Period,
1944 to 1974

(Or Thereabouts)

by Russell Aiuto

595 Wintorspice Dr.
Frodarick, Warviand 21702

All good aviculturists are con-
firmed pack-rats. This
should come as no
surprise, since record-
keeping is one of the
regairements of the
successfnl avicultural
program, and the ac-
cumulation of price-
lists, catalogs, cage
plans, magazine arti-
cles, show ribbons,
and 0 on, seems to
follow naturally.

I kaven't kept birds for the past
twenty years, and the prospect of
ever keeping many more than two or
three at any one time declines with
each passing year. (The last bird 1
kept was a Superb Starling, wheo cer-
tainly iived up to his name; I paid
twenty dollars for him in 1971.) For
one thing, with approaching retire-
ment, bribing grandchildren into be-
ing bird-sitters while grandma and
grandpa ¢avort through Europe is not
easily done, and ['m reasonably sure
that nursing homes aren’t delighted

A

In 1972...Fire
Finches went
from $4.00 a
pair to $7.50
each.

with avizn clients accompanying
their gertatric owners,

Nonetheless, [ have a file box
fabeled "aviculture” which contains
price-hists, catalogs, etc., beginning
as far back as 1944, (The earliest
price lists are for pheasants, z group
with which [ was enamored as a
child.} Perusing it a few evenings
ago, 1 was struck by the availability
and inexpensiveness of birds that are
now rare or priced out of many peo-
ple's budgets. it was a good thing
that, at ten years old {in 1944), one
could seill buy a pair of Strawberry
Finches for three dollars. or I would
~ have been forced to

spend my childhood
raising only homing
pigeons, and the oc-
casional bantam
chicken,
I thought that
NFSS members
might enjoy a quick
~ look at prices of
= pwenty to fifty years
apo. 1 won't go as
far as to include the Consumer Price
Index for those years, or the average
weekly income of Americans, but {
will point out that these years pre-
ceded importation bans, CITES trea-
ties, and the skilled breeding
methods for finches and softhills
now employed by 1990s aviculur-
ists. As a mater of fact, 1 have one
price list that appeared in 1972, the
first year of severe importation limi-
tations, and this is reflected in the
prices in the Norshore Pets listings,
which increased four-fold in a man-
ner of a few months, ¢.g., Fire
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Finches went fron1 $4.00 a pair to
$7.50 eacl.

Some of the sellers may be fa-
miliar to NFSS Buflerin readers. As
mentioned, Norshorg Pets in Chi-
cago was a name that one could still
run across a few years ago, and the
wonderful Professor Vai Clear, who
died recently, is au important and re-
spected name in aviculture, Other
sellers of birds from that era are un-
doubtedly no longer in business, but
it would be interesting to Tearn what
happened to them. For those of you
who are collectors of sucli bisterical
information, 1 would be happy 10
xerox these price lists for you. if you
would drop me a note to that effect.

Strawberry Finches ranged from
$3.00 a pair (1944) 10 a high of
$8.00 a pair in 1958. The last price 1
have for them is 1965, where the
price had dropped to $7.00 a pair. (If
you were willing to buy iu quantity.
Mr, K.L. Acooli & Sous, Calcutta,
India. would be willing to part with
them for 21 cents each in 1959.)

Cordon Bleus could have been
obtained for $3.95 a pair in 1962,
and for as littte as $4.50 a pair in
1971. Prices fluctuated between
$4.00 and $9.00 during the period
1944 to 1971, wit a price of $15.00
a pair in 1972.

Pekin Robins were about $12.00
a pair during the 1950s and 1960s.
although Mr. Acooli and his sons
would have been happy to supply
them te you for $1.75 each in 1959,

There are numerous other ex-
amples. and given enough space, |
could preduce an intricate table for a

The Wonderful World of
Finches and Softhills: An
Introduction

An NFSS Video
Prepared and narrated by
Mr. Jon HoHAman

Adapted from a slide presentation. the
birds will delight you and the narration
will fascinate you!

Much more than an introduclion, this
video |ooks al dozens of varieties of
finches and softbills.

To order, see the FINCHSHOQP arder
form in this issue.

dozen or more interesting species.
Let me conclude with a flurry of spe-
cific examples. In 1956, Schaller’s
Birds iu Sun Valley, California,
could provide you with white Zebra
Finches at $25.00 a dozen. In 1958
Bronson's Birds, New York City.
had European Goldfinches for sale
for $6.00 cach. Mr. Bronson also
had Gouldians for sale for $16.00 a
pair. In 1956, the famous Keston
Foreign Bird Farm in England had
Cutthroats listed for $3.50 a pair,
and African Silverbills for $2.00 a
pair,

And the ultimate "buy” was in
1958, and 1 availed myself of this
bargain: Sulfur Breasted Toucans for
sale for $35.00 each. It was. dollar
for dollar. the most sensational bird 1
ever kept.

¥

o>
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Proposed Star Finch Standard

Neochmia rificauda
Amadina ruficauda

Proposed by the National Finch and Softbill Society
January 1995
{Reprint of proposed standard - originally published in Jan/Feb 1991 Bulletin)

Any comments should be sent (o:
Dr. Al Decoteau
P.0. Box 369
Groton, MA 01450

CONFORMATION. . . .............. 50 POINTS

Head and Body. . ... .. .. 25 pts

Wings. .. ............. 1% pts

Tail. ... ... ... 10 pts
CONDITION. .. .................. 25 POINTS
COLOR AND MARKINGS. . . ......... 20 POINTS

DEPORTMENT AND PRESENTATION. . . . 5 POINTS

CONFORMATION (50 POINTS)
(distributed as follows)

HEAD AND BODY: 25 POINTS The head of the Star Finch shall he
rounded and taper gently and smoothly into the back without any depression or
nip of the neck. The head of the cock bird will be more flat at the top.

The body, approaching 47 in length, includes the short 1%“ tail. The body
must not be snaky in appearance but shall be muscular about the shoulders and
chest, tapering trimly to the il area. The mwuscular appearance of the hird
must not be confused with the cobby appearance suggested in the standard of
other birds. Full. but trim may be the best description of the body.

WINGS: 15 POINTS The wings of the Star Finch shall be carried tightly to
the body and must not hang down or puff out from the body. The wings must
meet neatly at the base ol the cail.

TAIL: 10 POINTS The il of the Star Finch shall be of a 1%~ length. It
shall taper slightly and should appear compact. It should not fan or appear
uneven.
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CONDITION (25 POINTS)

The Star Finch should not be considered to be a finch that is easily kept and
should have an appearance of top condition. It should therefore not be dull, but
shauld appear to have a clean, satin-like appearance. All feathers must be clean
and neat, no fraying or misplaced feathers should be present. Nails and beaks
must be clean and of proper length. Eyes should be round, dark and bright.

COLOR AND MARKINGS (20 POINTS)

COCKS: The beak is bright red and spreads over the facial area of the fore-
head, tliroat and cheeks. This bright red must, in the cock bird, extend to com-
pletely encircle the eye. The upper body is olive with some dull red-brown on
the tail and rose red on the uppertail coverts where a few white spots tinged
with red will occur. The underside of the tail is a dull grayish shade. Feet and
legs are of flesh coloration. The upper chest and lower throat are olive chang-
ing to bright yellow approaching the tail. The yellow fades gradually in ab-
dominal areas through the undertail coverts. The face and chest are
superimposed with white spots which are small on the facial area and larger
and further apart as they radiate into the ¢hest area.

HENS: The beak is bright red but the red on the forehead of the female is not
as extensive. The bright yellow on the chest is less vivid, and all other colors
as in the male will not be of the same intensity.

MUTATIONS

PIED:. The Pied Star Finch will have areas of white feathering about the back
feathers; pied markings on the chest or facial areas will be faulted. Symmetry
of markings will be more important than the degree of piedness. ldeally the
pied markings on the back parts should be 50% white and 50% base color.

YELLOW-FACED: Same as normal bird but red on beak, forchead, and fa-
clal areas is replaced by a bright yellow-orange color. This color should be of
more intensity than the red on the normal bird.

DEPORTMENT AND PRESENTATION (5 POINTS)

The Star Finch should remain fairly calm in the show cage. 1t should perch
alertly and at a 45° angle. The Star Finch should also display a degree of in-
quisitiveness when being judged.

Suhiniited by the Star Finch Standard Conmmictee:
William G. Parlee, Chairman
Clarence Culwell, Panel Judge
Gene L. Miller. Breeder
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Proposed Pekin Robin Standard

Leiothrix lutea

Proposed by the National Finch and Sefthill Society - Revision 3
January 1995
(Revision 2 was published in May/June 1994 Bulletin)

Any comments should be sent to:
Dr. Al Decoteau
P.O. Box 36%
Groton, MA 01450

CONFORMATION. . ... ............ 50 POINTS

Head and Body. . . . . . ... 20 pts

Wings. . .............. 15 pts

Tail. . ................ 15 pts
CONDITION. . . . ... ............ 20 POINTS
COLOR AND MARKINGS. ... ........ 15 POINTS

DEPORTMENT AND PRESENTATION. . . 15 POINTS

CONFORMATION (50 POINTS)
(distributed as follows)

HEAD AND BODY: 20 POINTS The Pekin Robin should measure 5" from
the tip of the beak to the end of the tail. The head should be nicely rounded,
blending with a thick neck. The 10p hine allows for a dip in the neck; the line
of the back runs smoothly and slightly rounded from the base of the neck to
the base of the tail. The Pekin Robin should be a robust and full-bodied bird
showing good substance. The eyes should be large and dark.

WINGS: 15 POINTS The wings should be held close against the body; there
should be a shght gap of up to %2 " at the tips.

TAIL: 15 POINTS The Pekin Robin has a forked tail which is gently
rounded at the ends. The tail should be 2% " in length. 2" wide stemming
from the base of the rump extending to 1% 7 in width at the broadest forked
end. The upper tail coverts extend to cover just over half of the tail.
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CONDITION (20 POINTS)

While the Pekin Robin is not extremely ditficult to keep, excellent condition is
expected on the show beuch. All feathers should be present, clean and shiny
and smooth. Legs and feet should be clean. Pin feathers, missing feathers,
soiled or frayed feathers, missing toes or toenails are all condition faults.

COLOR AND MARKINGS (15 POINTS)

The base of both the upper and lower mandibles are blackish, while the re-
maining portion fade into a reddish orange. Behind the beak is a pale pink area
covering the lores, drawing a sharp dividing line between a dark and light area
over and behind the eye. The head is a dark olive, shading gradually into a
grayish olive over most of the upper parts. Ear coverts are a silvery gray.
There is a bold black moustachial stripe. Upper tail coverts are grayish olive
while undertail coverts are whitish gray. The tip of the tail becomes blackish.
Primmary flight feathers are edged in bright yellow. Several fine lines of yellow
show along the length of the flight feathers in comrast with lines of deep rust
prange. A vellow throat patch under the chin fans down imo a rusty orange.
The underparts are a pale olive becoming very light in the abdomen and vent.

A whitish yellow spot (the size of pencil eraser) is noted on the wings just
above a rust area where secondaries become apparent from under the greater
coverts. If the wing is extended 1t clearly shows this spot. This is seen over
1/8" of the five secondary feathers.

Legs are grayish black; feet are dark gray with orange overtones.
Hens tend to have a lighter colored heak; moustachial stripe is much lighter in
color, appearing nearly absent. In some cases the throat patch is paler yellow

and the wings have a duller orange. Keep In mind that birds maintained in cap-
tivity for some time may be more difficult to sex due to color fading.

DEPORTMENT AND PRESENTATION (15 POINTS}

DEPORTMENT: 10 POINTS The Pekin Robin should be very active in the
cage moving back and forth. 1t should be extremnely alert. Crouching on the
perch is to be faulted.

PRESENTATION: 5 POINTS Perches should be firmly attached and of suit-
able size for the Pekin Robin. Show cage must be clean. As in all softbills.
food and water must be in the cage.

o
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Flocking Together...

Our readers have the following questions for
the NFSS membership:

. . . .
*%* With regards to Cordon Blen and African Fire finches, can

you provide me with information that [ can’t find 1n my books:
How many mealworms should be fed for off season: to bring into
breeding; and to young after weaning and for how long? At what
age close band, and how to go about it so parents don’t abandon.
Does it work to buy closed bands one size larger and band the
young the day they fledge? 1s s1x weeks old 1o¢ young to wean
Cordon Bleus? 1 lost ene when | put a clutch at this age into a 4" x
4" x 37 fight cage with other young. How many should 1 house in
this size cage? Can [ put young Fire finches in with young Cordon
Bleus? After hreeding, how shoutd 1 house the adult Cordon Bleus
and Fire finches? Separate them? Can [ honse either sex with the
young? Can [ house in the summer 2 pair ol Cordon Bleu and |
pair of Fire finches and all their young in a 9" x 8 x § flight?
Any help the Society or the Bulletin can give me would be greatly

appreciated. E. Donnelly
R.R. 5 Perth
Ontario, Canada
K7H 3C7

.0

o In a wonderful case of serendipity, a dove enthusiast from
Colorado Springs, Celorade wrote to ask ahour the American
Daove Association or the International Dove Society, and on the
same day a letter arrived from Candice Patrick of Madison. Ten-
nessee with same “brag talk” abowt her recent success showing her
ADA banded doves. For dove fanciers. more next month!

Want to carrespend with fellow NFSS members who share your inleresl
in a particular species or who may have met a challenge in their bird
raom similar te the one you are facing? Use the NFSS FLOCKING TO-
GETHER column to send a call aut to the membership. Mail your request
ta the Editor. The NESS Bulfetin,

Readers who can help an inquirer can wrile directly lo lhe individual if
their address is provided, or to the Edilor for forwarding. If you wish,
gend a copy of your lelter lo lhe Editor for publicalion in 1he Butfetin
where your ideas will reach many clhers wilh lhe same or similar needs.
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NFSS 3rd Qtr 1994
Board Meeting

GABS, Des Moines, Iowa -
9/30/94

Recorded by Martha Wigmore
Acting Recording Secretary

Directors present: Hoppin, Wigmore,
Decoteau. Sparzak. McCawley. Laird. Miller
and Bakula. .

The Board agreed the Zebra Finch
Standard Revision is in need of attention.
The following Committee was formed to initi-
ate action: Martha Wigmere - chairperson and
Tom Rood. Dr. Al Decoteau will appoint a
Panel Judge as third persou on Committee.

The Proposed Pekin Robin Standard
{as previously published) was discussed. A
few comments were received resulting iu the
standard being sent back to the committee for
adjustments.

A brief discussiou of exhibiting pairs
confirmed the Pairs Section should be the last
section of the NFSS Show Classification.

A Pairs Standard Committee was sug-
gested. Should NFSS have enough interested
parties 1o participaic then the committce will
be formed.

The issue of NFSS re-affiliating with
AFA was brought forth and prompted much
discussion. Several Board members voiced
concerns and requested more information re-
garding AFA and re-affiliation before further
discussion. Tle issue was tabled pending fur-
ther informatien and the following Commitice
was formed to accoinmodate the Board: Dale
Laird - Clairpersou. Jerry McCawley and
Steve Hoppin.

Treasurer 's Report - Miki Sparzak of
Baltimore, MD. Because of several large non-
recurring expenditures during 1994, available
funds will be tight until next spring. but Miki
assured everyoue that the money would be
there to meet necessary expenses. NI'S% can
make installmeut payineuts on some llems. A
six month freeze ou all unnecessary cxpendi-

tures has been put in place, effective
immediately.

Forty NFSS Logo Contest entries were
displayed and each Board member voted for
their choice of top five. Results to be an-
nounced at the NESS General Meeting on
Sunday.

Brief discussion of ways to befter pro-
mote Junior membership within Society.
The President asked the Board 1o continue 1o
give this issue thought as our junior members
today will likely play an important part in the
Society's future.

The Board discussed the possibility of a
future NFSS awards program designed to
recognize the NFSS members that have no in-
terest in exhibiting their birds, but have
achieved success through their efforts
breeding finch and softbill species. A Com-
mittee was formed including Jerry McCawley
- Chairperson. Miki Sparzak and Lynda
Bakulz to invite feedback and suggestions
front the membership aud start a rough draft.

Discussion of ways 1o preserve the old
NESS logo. Suggestions included preserving
logo in Handbook aud purchasing pin display-
ing old logo. Discussion tabled.

President requested Treasurer prepare
budget for 1995 and to make available Lo
Board at 4th Quarter meeting.

Discussed current 2nd Vice President
position according to NFSS By-laws and pro-
posal shifting Educational Department to 1st
VP position. The Board agreed this would be
in the best interest of the Society and sug-
gested the President follow policy and proce-
dure for amendment 1 the Bylaws.

Discussion of creating a “Jon Hoffman
Educatioual Award" in memory of the recent
passing of cur 1st Vice President. Discussion
tabiled.

Discussion regarding future marketing
of Eric Peake "Diamond Sparrow" Litho-
graphs. Discussion tabled pending review of
original cost and inventory.

The Beard discussed the grant ap-
proved to the Suncoast Avian Society's
Consortium carlier in the year. Discussion
lahled.

The Board vated to approve
the following change to the appren-
tice judges program: 1o allow the
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written test to be taken at sites where
Panel Chairman. Dir. Al Decotean is
Judging with at least a 60 day ad-
vance notice to the Panel Chairman.
a $10.00 service charge from NF53
for receipt of any "bad check”. If the
check and fee are not paid. member-
ship will be suspended.
membership rate increase of $5.00
to each level effective Jamuary 1,
19935, This is the fifst increase since
NIS$’ inception ten years ago.
Members could pay 1994 renewal
fee if renewed prior to January 1.
1995,
advertising rate increases effective
Jannary I, 1995;

1) fuedl pg - from $35/issue or

§144/yr to $50/issue or $200/yr

2) half pp - from $20/issue or

$96/vr 1o $30¢ssue or $120/yr

3 14 pg - fron 512/ ss0e ot

S507¥e e 520 ssue ur 380 vr

41 inside rmers add S20¢ssue or

SO vy
NI'SS Bullerin hack issue price in-
crease effective January . 1995 -
froun $2_50Assue Lo $4.00/1ssuc tor
any 1994 or later issue: alt carlier 1s-
sues cost 33.00/1ssue.
the following locations for 1995
Board Meetings:

Ist Ot - February 17th at Florida

State Fair Bird Show, Tampa. FI.

2nd Qrr - By Mail

Ird tr - October 7 & 8 a1 Kavlee

Great American Bird Show. Cop-

cord. CA

4th Chr - November 16th at Na-

tional Cage Bird Show. New Or-

leans. LA
not 10 eoutinue with the existing
Handbook otfercd for sale by
FINCIISIIOP. It was decided to pub-
lish the peecssary information from
the Handbook in the May/! June
NFS§ Bulletin cach year becowning a
part of membership benefits. In the
near future NISS will offer a coni-
ptete Judges Handbook olfered for
sale by FINCHSHOP,

]

>,
*

NFSS Membership
Meeting

GABS, Des Moines, Iowa -
10/02/94

Roecarded by Lynda Bakula
Actng Recording Secretary

There were § Board members and 7
members present. President Steve Hoppin
condncted the meeting, The winners of the
finch/sofibilt division al the GABS show were
congratnfated and the $1,000 Best in Show
prize-winming Common Starhing was pre-
sented by her owner Jacky Eckman of Balti-
mare. Maryland.

A few ninnes of silence were observed
m nemory of NFSS Board member and Panel
Judge Jon IToflman who recently passed on.

Board mcimbers. panel judges and elnb
delegates were introduced.

Band Secretary's Report - read by
president for Denise Capazzi of Gales Ferry,
Connecticwl, NFSS ordered 36,250 bands and
had seld 31.620. Denise is resigning from
this position. which she has served in since
1989, at the end of 1994, Steve recognized
Denise's hard work. The new band secretary.
Eileen Laird of Winter Park. . was
introdnced.

Treasurer 's Report - Miki Sparzak of
Ballimore, MD. Available funds will be light
until next spring. A six month freeze on alt
unnecessary expenditures has been put in
place.

Publishing Committee's Report - Mar-
tha Wigmore of Elk River, MN. The Sep/Oct
1994 issue was mailed cne week prior to the
meeting. A warm thank vou for the fivod of
contributions. bot more submissions ahont
softhills are always in demand.

Education Committee's Report - Mar-
tha Wigmore. NFSS still has available to af-
filiated clubs sets of finch and softbill
cducational display boards. Contact
FINCIISITOP Tor shipment to yonr evenl,
The Buflerin remains NFS8' pnimary ednca-
tional oulreach, but additional activities have
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also unfolded this year. Board ntember Linda
Oja was a well-received speaker on FINCH-
SAVE and finches and softbills at the AFA
Convention in Knoxville, TN this Angust.
Ideas and willing hands arc necded 1o further
NFESS' educational aetivities.

FINCHSAYE Report - read by presi-
dent for [inda Oja of Newport News, VA,
During the year FINCHSAVL has lost two
participating specics and gainer two new
ones. Ar present we have 61 species (one less
than rhe last reprrt) and 51 participants. A
considerabile amount of information on NFSS
and FINCIISAV]: was distributed at the AFA
Convention . Linda thanks all those who con-
tributed slides pa such short notice for her
presentation. She would like more slides of
the different species in the prpgram.

FINCIISAVE will be working on devel-
oping speeles information sheets on each spe-
cles in the program. 1993 brecding results are
appearing in the Bufletin,

Judges. Classifications and Standards
Report - Dr. Al Deeoteau of Grolon, MA,
INFSS has lost two panel judges: one passed
on. one was suspended for poe vear ani re-
cently resigned. Ten members have applied
for the NFSS Judges Apprentice Progran;
five tulfilled the gualifications: two topk the
wrtten test at GABS aud rhree will take in at
NCBS. Miki Sparzak passed the written test
and will begin appreniicing. Shc was
erugratulated.

Revision of the 1984 Zebra Finch stan-
dard fell aside several years ago. A new
Commirtee has been formed. The Proposed
Pekin Robin Staudard has been returned ro
the Coingnittee 10 review comunients. The Star
Finch Srandard has been revisited and a new
Committee formed.

A great group has besn working on new
Show Classifications which will be submitted
for approval for the 1995 and later show
circuit.

Membership Chairman’s Report -
Lynda Bakula of Ballwin, MC. NI'SS has 860
members. We are getting more rencwals with
renewal notices inserted i the Bufletin. l'pr
the firs1 half ol 1994 we arc running at
60-70% renewals.

Advertising Manager's Repart  Lynda
Bakula. NI'SS sent our 200 lelters and Butle-
fins 1o polential advertisers from which we

have heen receiving some responsc. The
Board agreed to raise adventising rates.

Affiliation Report - read hy president
for Russ Armitage. Ir. of Waterbury, Con-
necticut. There are 78 affiliated clubs with
NI'SS in 1994, Russ is resigning at the end of
1994, hut hopes o apain be more aetive with
NFSS in the fiture. Russ has served NFSS
since its inceprion. All awards, except for
NCBS were 1o the mail. A replacernent for
Russ is needed.

Promaotions Officer's Report - Jerry
McCawley of Lancaster. PA. Reorders of ear-
lier pins will be available at NCBS and
through VINCHSIIOP. Tom Rood has do-
nated a copy of Derek Goodwin's Estridid
Finches of the World for an NI'SS raffle lo be
held at NCRS. Jerry disenssed how NFSS
might be able 1o use Lric Peake Lithographs
which NFSS still has in stock.

FINCHSHOP Report - read by Presi-
Jent for Pat and Mary Xrchten of Hanover.
Pa, 3rd Qtr sales consisted ol blueprinls. ze-
bra pins, the NFSS video. NFSS Handbooks,
INI'88 namne badges and an extraordinary
number of Bullerin back issues. Sales totaled
$326.00, shightly down.

NFSS water botlles are in good supply
and both youldiau and zebra finch pins should
be abundant.

Regional Vice Presidents’ Reports -
Dale Laird of Winter Park. L. reported on
Region 2. the Sputheast Region. Their Re-
gional Show will be in Atlanta on November
Sth. The Ist Qtr 1995 Board meeting will be
at the FL State I'air show. the 3rd weekend in
l'ebruary.

The annual NFS8 Censns is being
ransferred from Tom Rood to fan Hawn of
Manassas. VA, in care of Linda Oja and
FINCHSAVE, effective in 1995, A big thank
you to Toun for all his hard work for several
vears with the Census.

Tem Rood of Shelbyville, IL has been
nur overseas awards ainbassador for several
years aud has gathered several special awards
tor exhibitnrs at the NCBS this year.

A reminder abowl the 1994 raffle. and
tickets for sale after the meeling.

The NI'SS Booth a1 this show has
bronght in 5186 in sales and memberships.
ingluding four new members and pne
rencwal.
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An dlection will be held to Tl the pusi-
tion of 1st Vice Prestdent. Nominations must
he torwarded to Steve by Oclober 22, 1994,

A membership drive 15 underway
through 12/31/94, There is a form in the
SepiQht 1994 Bullerfn nr just write in the re-
lerring member's name on any application. A
membership makes a great gift.

‘The Board meeting dates for 1995
were announced.

Change o the Judges Apprentice Prix-
gram approved by the Board was annonnced.
Dues increase was anuonnced. and
members were rentinded w renew early and

save $5.00.

The formation of a Committee to stndy
re-affiliation with AFA was announeed.

There were 121 birds in the finch and
softhill division with 880 birds in all at GABS
in 1994,

(The winner of the loge design contest,
ey et weran B e Boced ol THrectors, e
frove 30 :

g

14

NESS 4th Qtr 1994
Board Meeting

NCBS, Manchester, New
Hampshire - 11/17/94

Recorded by Pat Kricliten
Acting Recording Secretary

Directors present: Hoppin, Decoteau.
Sparzak. Armitage. McCawley. Krichten and
Miller.

Jerry MeCawley reported an npdate on
the Breeder Recognition Awards Program
Cantmittee. The Committee bas received
varipus snggestions from several inlerested
partics and will eontinue e request inpul [rom
the membership to design au appropriate
awards program.

An NFSS Conservation Committee up-
date was reported for Chairperson Kris Kro-
ner vl Ambler. PA by Steve [loppin. Greater

involvement by the Board and membership is
needed. Diseussion followed and the issne
was tabled. Mermbers interested in this Com-
mitlee are asked to comtact Kris Kroner.

The issne of NFSS re-affiliating with
AFA, tabled from the 3ed Quarter Board
meeting. was brought forth, Diseussion in-
cluded AFA’s siucere respouse to the Com-
wittee s ingoiries. however, the Board voted
nol 1o re-affiliate with AFA al this lime.

Russ Armitage gave a complete report
ui 1994 affiliations.

The Bﬂan:l voted to approve
the tellewing Panel Judges - IToppin.
Von Racsteld and Gabel, as nonu-
uees to judge the 1995 National
Cage Bird Show in New Orleans.
the addition of Regivnal Viee Presi-
dents to Kducation Committee
which wunhl be chaired by st Vice
preadent (as Jiseussed at 3vd Quarter
Buoard Meetingl. A Bylaw amend-
mment will e subwned to the owean-
bership [or approval in the upcoming
menths. per Bylaw procedures.
to order new NFSS Judges torms
with new NF35 logo.
te discontioue use of the Judges un-
flighted form.
to raise the base price ot affiliations
by only $10.00 and o include a
heautiful Fric Peake "Diamond
Sparrow" Lithograph (retail value
of $50.00) with each clnb’s awards.
the raffle of three Gouldian mnta-
tion posters at NFSS events in 1995
- Florida State I'air, Kaytee GARS
and NCBS.
o elarity the Judges Handbook with
the following: Panel Judges to have
2 & day graece period following their
membership die date 1o pay their
membership and judges fees, If such
fees are not received within the new
deadline. a certitied letter will be
sent allowing the jndge 15 days 1o re-
spond from the tigne of mailing. 1t
such lee 1s pol received withu the
demlline indjcated ju the leter. the
judge will be removed trom the
Panel] for that year.
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1o purchase an Island Bird T-shirt
design, offered with exclusive rights
to NFSS. in the very near fumre.
Miki Sparzak as a new member of
the Judges Panel.

The Board voted against the purchase
of a disposable nest box for FINCHSHOP
sales presented by A-1 Aviaries of Florida,

No Budget for 1995 was approved.

&

NFSS 1994 Annual
Meeting

NCBS, Manchester, New
Hampshire -11/19/94

Rocardad by Steve Hoppirt
NFSS President ard
Acting Recording Secretary

Members were welcomed and thanked
for supporting the NFSS National Show. An
intreduction of all NFSS Officers and Panel
Judges followed.

Steve Hoppin, NFSS President gave a
very informative "State of the Society™ mes-
sage updating the membership on the health
and well being of the Society as of Novem-
ber, 1994 and presented the Society's goals
— 1o coutinue 1o grow in a positive and pro-
gressive manner in the avicultural areny; o
continue to promote the preservation of
finches and softbills in the U.8.: and continue
1o respond 1o and meet the memberships’
needs in the "90's.

Brief additional reports were given by
Miki Sparzak - Treasurer, Russell Armilage.
Ir. - Liaison and Awards Officer. and Dr. Al
Decoteau - Judges Panel Direclor aud Stan-
dards Chairman.

The Census is being transterred from
Tom Rood to FINCHSAVE. Janee Hawn
will be handling the Census under the super
vision of FINCHSAVY: Director Linda Oja.

There was a repott of excellent sales
during the past iwo days at the NFSS table.
including memberships. Bulfetins, 1-shirts,
videos and raffle tickets.

A 14" x 20" design of the new NFSS
loge, by Rose Gianferrera was unveiled to the
NFSS membership and very well received!

The classy new finch T-shirt (approved
cattier by the Board) for 1995 was presented
and will obviously be in high demand judging
by the response at the annual meeting!

Exhibitor of Excellence Awards for
1993 were presented to: Dennis Buthans.
Tom Rood. Stephen Hoppin, Frank and
Sandy Hudson, Pat and Mary Krichten. Pat-
rick Vance, Alvin and Dixie Lea, and Gene
and June Miller.

Congratulations were given to the top
ten winners of the NFSS Division at NCBS.

Thanks to these NFSS members for
their volunteering to steward. secretary or
run the NFSS table over the course of the
weekend: Frank and Sandy Hudson. Pat and
Mary Krichten. Don Strause, Charles Gal-
usha, Armando Lee and his wife. Miki Spar-
zak, Jerry McCawley and Gene and June
Miller {and Steve Hoppinl).

Recoguition of Service Awards:
Framed Cerificates of Appreciation were pre-
sented to the following individuals:

1} Russell Armitage Jr, for his suppornt
and devotion to NFS$ over the past ten years.

2) Denise Capazzi for her role as Band
Secretary for the past six years. Denise. un-
fortunately was unable to attend NCBS to ac-
cept her award in persen. {t was then raffled
aoff.

Just kidding. ..

Both individuals were given a round of
applause from the membership.

Recognition of a Special Individual: A
framed Centificate of Appreciation went to
Dr. Al Decotean for ten years of outstanding
service and contribulions to the Society. The
membership joined in a full round of applause
for a well-deserved award! Al. unfortunately,
had left the NFSS meeting early to attend a
mandatory meeting elsewhere and was not
able 1o receive this at the time. However.
later int the day the award was presented di-
rectly to lum.

NFSS Raffle at NCBS - NFSS rafiled a
copy of Esirildid Finches of the World. do-
nated 1 NFSS by Tom Rood. Nearly 300 raf-
fle tickets were sold. AlMfredo Brugueras of
Puerto Rico was the proud winner.

&
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NFSS

Classified Ads

Classified ads fexcept FINCHSAVE ads)
are $.15 per word, psr issus.

WANTED

For Sale: NFSS Show Cages. All three ‘
sizes. Call (804) 599-0370 (VA) after

6pm daily. ja

der Finches. Swee Waxbills. Gold-
breasted Buntings. These birds will be
for my own personal enjoyment and not
for raising and sciling. Any helpful in-
formation in locating these precious
birds would be preatiy appreciated.
Nancy Popma (M) (616} 677-5504. jf

Wanted: Pairs of Owl Finches. Laven- :.

FINCHSAYE Claseificde

FINCHSAVE classifieds run FREE of
chargs to FINCHSAVE participants.
All readers are welcome to respond to
FINCHSAVE ads.

Desperately seekinF female Auroras
(Crimson-wing Pytilias} for breeding

program. Ann South (AZ) (602)

| 9632231, it

FOR SALE

For Sale andfor trade: 1994
raised. closed-handed Black Crested
Finches, St. Hclena Waxinlls. Red-
cheeked Cordon Bleus. Orange-cheeked

arent-

Blue Gouldians. vut of ist place show
birds. Other mutatiens available. Kyle
Bolten. 335 W. Broadway, Redlion, PA
17356, (717) 246-0936. mj

Waxhills. African Silverbills and Gouldi-
ans. Steve Hoppin (FL) (813)
997 NFSS. it

Gouldians: Diamonds.  Strawberries,
Paintcd, Blue Caps. Gold Breasted. Pe-
ter's. Dybowski. Parrot Finches all
types. and more. For price list send en-
velope (no stamps) - Joseph Azzopardi.
616 Bathurst Street, Toronto. Canada
M35S82R1 - Fax/Phone {416) 536-2912 so

BIRD BANK NEWS is a monthly news-
paper degling exclusively with captive
birds. Get 12 issues of the latest news
and events for $16. Write or call ATM,
1115 Fern Ave., Felton. CA 95018
{800) 246-5577. ja

For Sale: GOULDIANS—NORMALS
AND ALL MUTATIONS, NFSS
banded. show linc. A.J. Lee {FL) (305)
270-1000 or S ASE.. 6811 SSW. &Sth
Ct.. Miami, FL. 33173. ja

EXOTIC BIRD PRODUCTS INC. of-
fers free brochure about Bag O'Bugs in-
scel Tormula. nestling food. 11 kinds of
caleiun blocks. toys and more! Highest
quality guaranteed direct to you-—Tfast
and ppd. from P.O. Box 128, Newberg,
OR 97132, 1-800-441-1157. ma

A

AMFSS Bufletin Advertising Raies

New rates effective 10795

Display {camera ready} Ads:
Full page $%50/issue: $200/year
Half page $30fissue: $120/year
Qtr. page $20fissua: $80/year
Inside cover $70fissue; $300/year

Classified Advertisements
FINCHSAVE: free 1o participants
Qthers: 5.15 per wotd, par issue

Deadlinas
121, 241,41, 8/41.8/1, 101
for next bi-monthly i1ssue.

Sand ad and payment
{payable to NFS8) to
Martha Wigmeora
NFSS Bulfetin Editor
18912 Boston St. NW
Eik River. MN 55320
{6121 241-0071
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EXACT FACTS
On Avian Nutrition

The fact «, when it
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The best way o
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s
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Avian-iested aves a
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bresilers and tesearchers
tound Exact t: he 3
rutriesasly saperks.
camplete diet ﬁfrdt will

13 fonger kave mponan:

TITRAS Leater hevius
each nuggst t> Exact.

Evervorre wiil lpeve
Exaet’s ot -mese
apqetl ton” There are i
wred hetles or L0 -ver
fromr. hunting for
favarite seeds,

And with Kavter's
tested approach and ppu
o converting o Exaet,
even Lhe pickiest caters
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uuder 3 dayvs.
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exactly what they nes:
LR ERL S1agE o e
healiba and bee kemger

Exuet Daily Feedimg
Formule - 4 qunnor
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ties fiee Parmal-.
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complete bird Fud s
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erodusts from Kayies,
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expets Fur more
wifurnaton Sate
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o

HAND-FEEDING FORMULA For Baby Birde: 27 oz. Cancste- & 20 1h Brsckel

.F:g?:.m For Finch*Camary For Farakerts Fur Cochatic s Far Parroty
DAILY FEEDING 16 uz. Canig:er 16 o2, Landster 186 vz, Canpuier 32 o7, Canister
f———————— ) —
PROFESSIONAL DIET: 151h. Paper 25 b, Puper b Fape. 25 26, Paper
nw&%nm’n 25:b. Paper 25 b, Paper 2% I, Pupw ifth. Puper

Kaytee @XACT™ Exact nutrition, no mess.
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ELORIDA
Aviary & Cage Bird Society of South

NESS Affiliates, Florida

Phil Barth {305) 931-3468

Delegates & Shows Central Florida Bird Breeders

Eugene F. Goss, Ir. (407) 957-1274

{Listing as of January 1, 1995;  Colorbred Canary Club of Miami, Ine
Armando 1. Lee (305) 270-1000

ALABAMA Exoti¢ Bird Club of Florida
Rocket City Cage Bird Club Jenathan Jones (407) 724-9498
Ron Clifton (203) 852-7155 . . .
Florida State Fair Exotic Bird Show

CALIFORNIA Dale Laird {(407) 637-7989
Ameriecan Family Bird Show Double Show
February 18, 1995 Saturday
Aviarv Assn. of Kern County Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert
Willis & Velva Baker (805) 765-6110 February 19. 1995 Sunday
Panel Judge: Clarcnce Culwell
Capital City Bird Society Tampa. FL

Dure B Caple (916 432-4526 . . . .
Gold Coast All Bird Club
Finch Society of San Dicgo County Len Brower (305) 931-3468
Sharon Russell (619) 546-1870 . o
Greater Brandon Avian Society, Inc.

Fresno Canary and Finch Society Carole Miller (813) 971-1190
Dixie Lea (209) 584-3764 . i . i

Gulf Coast Exotic Bird Club

Golden Gate Avian Society Diane Pittnan (813) 772-1150

Claudia Salo (510) 455.9909 o .
Sun Coast Avian Society
San Diego Bird Show, Inc. Joe Venumiglia (813) 392-9391

Sharon Russell {(619) 546-1870 . . e
Sunshine State Cage Bird Society

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic Dale Laird (407) 657-7989
Bird Club . .
Neil Crowley (40%) 258-4601 . _GEORGIA
Georgia Cage Bird Society
COLORADO Candy Wright {404) 633-4364
Colorado Cage Bird Association .
Teri McAuliffe (719) 576-9009 JHAWADL
“ Honolulu Canary and Finch Club
Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture Kathy Perreira (808) 839-2269
Julie Kern {3023) 753-6145 .
1LLINOIS
CONNECTICUT Greater Chicago Cage Bi_l‘d Club
Connecticut Association for Aviculture Jane Muscato (708) 305-9043

Chris Vorenoviteh (203) 649-8220 o .
Illini Bird Fanciers

New England Finch Fanciers Jan Marcoll {217) 347-9690
Russcll Armitage. Jr. (203) 756-1753 Show June 3. 1995

Panel Judge: Martha Wigmore
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National Institute of Red-Orange
Canaries (NIROC)
Siephan V. Hopman

Springfield Pet Bird Club
Tom Roed (217} 774-5265

INDIANA
Indiana Bird Fanciers
Conrad Meinert {219 269-2873

IOWA
Mid-America Cage Bird Society
Rhoda L. Shirley (515) 243-1511

KANSAS
Heartland Canary and Finch Club
Shirley Landkamer (913) 594-6795

Kansas Avicultural Society
Jim Cowan (316) 263-8835
Bird Fair April 22. 1995
Show October 14, 1995
Wichita, K8

KENTUCKY
Central Kentucky Cage Bird Society
Steve Slates {606) 223-2600

LOVUISIANA
Capital Area Avicultural Society
Tirn Schexnaydre (504) 562-3579

Gulf Scuth Bird Club, Ine.
Panel Judge: Paul Williarns

MARYLAND
Baltimore Bird Fanciers
Jacky Eckman (410) 485-7842

Maryland Cage Bird Society
Theresa Brown {301) 735-7662

MASSACHUSETTS
Massachusetts Cage Bird Association
Dianna Smith (508) 540-3214

MICHIGAN
Great Lakes Avicultural Society
Diana Hugo (616) 842-0163

Mid-Michigan Bird Club
Mary Lou Tewilliger (517) 463-3695

Mid-West Cage-Bird Club, Inc.
Patrick Vance {313) 443-0643

“Motor City Bird Breeders
Patrick Vance {313) 443-0643

Society of Canary and Finch Breeders
Patrick Vance (313) 443-0643

MISSOURI
Greater Kansas City Avic. Society
Jamie Jackson {(913) 268-3209
Show October 21, 1995
Panel Judge: Martha Wigmore

Heart of America Hookbill & Finch
Society
Mose Linn (B16) 523-4661

Missouri Cage Bird Association
Richard & Rose Dickman
{314) 928-3444

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society

NEW JERSEY
South Jersey Bird Club
Janet Greenlee (609) 228-4738

NEW YORK
Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association
Rena Rouse (315) 252-7673

New York Finch & Type Canary Club
Harry 8. Novak (516) 889-7153

Power City Bird Society
Maria Gleason (716) 282-2944

Rochester Cage Bird Club
Patrick Goonan (716) 288-5633

NORTH CAROLINA
Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society
Karen Whitlow (219) 557-0450

Smokey Mtn. Cage Bird Society
James Cody (704) 686-5157

OHIO
Classic Feathers
John Neff, Ir. {(419) 782-312]
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the National Finch and Softbill Seciety store

| SIZE/ PRICE | TOTAL |
! ITEM QTY STYLE EACH AMT :
| Video “The Wonderfid Members &
World of Finches and Soft- Affiliates: © $17.00
Bills: An htroduction” Non-Members: | $22.04
Show Cage Plans (see sizes | $4.00
below)
All 3 Show Cage Plans $10.00
Plastic Water Battle $6.00
| Zebrx Pin ! $5.00
Gouldian Pin CS6.00
ArucuriT‘-S.hirL rcmfl . S12.00
Fric Peake Lithograph SPECIAL SALE
The Diamond Firelails thru 1731595 | $35.00
Signed by the artist Reguiar price | 550,00
Name Badge {members Print name ar $5.00
only} botiom af form.
IPast Bultetin lssues-1994 54.00
and later 1ssues
-1993 and earlier 1ssues $3.00
1992/93 NF§S Handbook Look for Update | $12.00
info Mayifurne.
NFSS SHOW CAGE PLANS - updated in 93 TOTAL
#1 Cage Finches up to and including Zebras

# 2 Cage Finches larger than Zebras
# 3 Cage Softbils

Member
Name . L f
Address
City _
State Zip

Phone

/  Mail form and payment \
[payable 1o NFSS) to

FINCHSHOP
c/o Pat & Mary Krichten
419 Third St.
Hanover, PA 17331

For more information call

\(717) 632-8092/
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Toledo Bird Assn. & Zebra Finch Club
of America
Patrick Vance (313) 443-0643

OKLAHOMA
Bird Fanciers of Okkahoma
Gene and June Miller (403) 382-7066

Oklahoma Cage Bird Society
Laura Bewley (918) 366-7427

OREGON
Rose City Exotic Bird Club
Susan Akins (503) 630-2877

PENNSYLVANIA
Ccntral Pennsylvania Cage Bird
Society
Pat Krichten (717) 632-8092

Chester County Bird Breeders

Delaware Valley Bird Club
Kns Kroner (213) 628-4143

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Socicty
Dr. Lindsay Clack {(412) 363-6438

Seven Mountains Exotie Bird Club

PUERTO RICO
Organizacién Puertorriqueiia de Aves
Exoticas, Inc,

Rafucl Echevarria (809} 795-5718

SOUTH CAROLINA
Palmetto Cage Bird Club
Melvin Yoder (803) 459-53319

TENNESSEE
Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club
Eva Duffey {615) 361-393%

TEXAS
Bay Area Cockatiel & Cage Bird Club
Karol Deem (409) 737-1557

Fort Worth Bird Club
Clarence Culwell (817} 220-5568

Texas Bird Breeders and Fancicrs
Association
Clarence Cubwell (817) 220-3568

NFSS
INTERNATIONAL
AFFILIATES &
CORRESPONDENTS

AUSTRALITA
Queensland Finch Society
Gavin Dietz, P.O. Box 1600.
Coorparoo DC 4151
Queensland. Australia

CANADA
Budgerigar & Foreign Bird Society
of Canada
Jim Marks (416) 292-3852

Durham Avicultural Society of
Ontario
Vincent Moase (903) 723-1978

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
Alfred Mion (519) 948-6398

GREAT BRITAIN
The Estrildian
lan Hinze. 20 Lancaster Avenue,
Whitefield. Manchester, M45 6DE
England

Zcbra Finch Society, England
Brian Binns. Manchester, England
(sce NFSS Judges' listing for address)

NEW ZEALAND
New Zealand Finch Breeders Assn.
Mrs. E. M. Foster. P.O. Box 70
Albany. Aukland. New Zealand

VIRGINIA
National Capital Bird Club
Beborah Goodall {703) 471-1231

Peninsula Cage Bird Society
Linda Oja (804) 874-8581

Badger Canary Fanciers Ltd.
Fatrice {Ripple) Brusk (414) 785-8988

»,
L



2. THE NATIONAL FINCH
Y AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Membership is for twelve months
ardircludes six bi-monthly iasues of

The NFSS Bulletin.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITy STATE ZIP

Naw Renew
PHONE NUMBER Member? NFSS #

Junior

CHECK ONE: Single $20 Dual $25* {under 16 yrs) $12.50 _____

* 2nd name for dual membership

U.S. 1st cless malling, add $5.00.
Canedian & foreign subscriptions are meiled 1st class. Pleese send US funds.
Cenedian, add $5.00 Foreign, edd $10.00

R

FLEASE TELL US ABOUT YOU!

Species of finches end softbills you ere interested in:

Check the topics that ere of most interest to you in The NFSS Bulletin:

Nutrition Breeding Husbendry Clessifieds

Exhibition

Conservetion Census NFSS News

MAIL YOUR COMPLETED AFFLICATION AND FAYMENT
(payable to NESS) TO:
Ms. Lynda Bakula
NFSS Membership Services
P.0O. Box 3232
Ballwin, MO 63022




THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

GUIDE TO ORDERING NFSS CLOSED LEG BANDS

NFSS welfcomes comments and suggestions for this Guide. Contact the home office,

size “A”
Small Waxbills
Gold-breasted Waxbill
Orange-cheeked Waxbill
Bicheno (Owl) Finch
Quail Finch
Red-eared Waxhill
Strawberry Finch

Si I'I'B"

Black-cheeked Waxhbill
Cordon Bleu Waxbill
Cuban Melodious Finch
Fire Finch
Lavender Finch
Olive Finch
Rufous-backed Mannikin

size "C”
Black and White Mannikin
Bluc-capped Waxbill
Bronze-winged Mannikin
Cherry Finch
Green Singing Finch
Grey Singing Finch
Heck’s Shafftail
Painted Finch
Pilcatcd Finch
Pytilias
Red-headed Parrol Finch
Shalttail Finch
Silverbills
Star Finch

size "D”
Blue-faced Parrol Finch
- mosl other Parrol finches
Chestnul-breasied Finch
Gouldian Finch
Pictorella Finch
Pin-lailed Nonpareil
Yellow-rumped Finch
Zebra Finch

more size "D”

most smaller Manniking
most Twinspots

size "E”
Black-crested Finch
Diamond Sparrow
Golden Song Sparrow
Nuns
Peler’s Twinspot
Siskins
Society Finch
Spice Finch

size "G”
European Goldfinch
Magpie Mannikin
other larpe Mannikins
small Tanagers

size "J”
Pekin Robin

Silver-eared Mesia
other small softhills

size "K”
Java Rice Bird
Red-erested Cardinal

Saffron
Shama Thrush

size "L"”
Diamond Dove
other small doves
Quail
other softbills



THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

BAND ORDER FORM
Allow 3¢ days from receipt of

your order for delivery,

. . Cashier's Check or Money Or-
rum bands. Available only in the NFSS color of the | ger will expedite your order.

year. the bands are engraved with the initials MFS. | Anticipate your needs to avoid
frequent re-orders.

NFSS offers to members only closed traceabla alurmi-

size code, year and number. No choice of numbers.

NO RUSH ORDERS!

All orders are recorded for permanent reference. Bands are ordered in strings of ten, all
the same size. New members may order before receiving membership number. Write

“New ” for membership # on order form.

A4 I"RTCE TOT AL
BAND SI/LE STRINGS STRING AMT
A $2.75
B $2.75 T
c $2.75 ; ;
D $2,75 :
E $2.75
G $2.75
J $2.75
K $2.75
L $2.75
Under $50 - £.75
From $50 to $100 - $1.60 .
Over $100 - $2.50 INSURANCE
If you choose not to include this
sum NFSS will not be responsible TOTAI
for replacement of bands lost in *
shipment.
Membership .
Name ~ # Mail form and payment
payabie to NFSS to:
Address
Ms. Eilcen Laird
City NFSS Band Secretary
1166 Village Forest Pl
State Zip Winter Park, FL 32792

Phone

(407) 657-7989



Jan—Feh 1995

NFSS Panel of

oo oy

O A

Charles Anchor
630 Lake Park Drive
Addison, IL 60101

(708) 543-3757

Laura Bewlcy
Rt. 2 Box 1130
Mounds, OK 74047
{918) 366-7427

Brian Binns
97 Bent Lanes
Davyhulme. Nr. Unmston
Manchester. England
M31 8W7Z

Harold Bowles
93 Burot Hickory Dr. SW
Cartersville, GA 30120
{404) 387-9189

Earl Courts
1807 N.E. Colburn
Lee's Summit. MC

64063
(816) 5240921

Clarence Culwell
250 Horseshoe Dr.
Springtown. TX 76082
{817) 220-5568

Dr. Al E. Decoteau
Panel Chairman
P.O. Box 369
Groton. MA 01450
Phone (603) 672-4568
Fax (603} 672-3120

Daren Deecotean
89 Pleasanivicw Ave.
Stratford. CT 06497

{(603) 880-7832

Roddy Gabel
600 Gist Avenue

Silver Spring. MD 20910

(301) 585-9647

Brenda Geesey
335 de la Ronde St.
New Crleans, LA 70114

Cecil Gunby
8121 Highway 54
Sharpsburg. GA 30277
{404) 254-1261

Stephen Hoppin

3836 Hidden Acres Circle
N. Forl Myers. FL. 33603

(813) 997-NFSS

Ray Johnson
175 Stoneridge Way
Fayetteville, GA 30214
{404) 461-8675

Clayton Jones
P.O. Box 266
Soquel, CA 95073
(408) 728-8676

Hal M. Koontz
2604 Auburn Cr,
Bakersfield. CA 93306
(805} 872-1063

Joseph Krader
24692 Paseo de Toronto
Yorla Linda, CA 92687

(714) 692-8051

P e PRI,

FOR INFORMA TION ON
THE NFSS JUDGES
PANEL
CONTACT
DR. AL DECOTEAU
PANEL CHAIRMAN

Judges 19295

P SRCIL

Brian Mandarich
4743 E. Hedges Ave.
Fresno. CA 93703
(209) 255-6508

Conrad Meinert
1212 E. Cr. 300 8.
Warsaw, IN 46580

(219 2692873

William . Parlec
631 N4 Talcottville Rd.
Vernon. CT 06066
{203} 369-0200

Marty Yon Raesfeld
1135 Chapman SL.
San Jose. CA 95126
(408) 9852712

Tom Rood
313 N. Broadway
Shelbyville, [L 62565
(217) 774-5265

Marion (Miki) Sparzak

517 Old North Point Rd.

Balumors. MD 21224
(410) 288-5130

Patrick Vance
18175 Avilla
Lathrup Village, M1
43076
(510) 4430643

Martha Wigmore
18913 Boston 51 NW
Flk River. MN 55330

(612 2410071

Paunl 5, Williams
703 Doncgal Drive
Papillion. NE 68046
{402) 592-5488



