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Presidents’ Wessage:

Are you gathering dandelion greens and flowers, chickweed, purslens,
plantain and seed heads of grasses for your finches? !f you're not sure how to
identify these weeds, cal! your state or county agricultural extension office
andfor check your local library for a brochure or book with drawings or photos.
Be careful to collect greens QNLY from areas where they have not been aprayed
and not too near a busy roadside as they may be contaminated there by an excess
of fumes and dirt. These plants are high in vitamins and minerals and the
finches love to eat them, play with them gnd finally to use them in neat--
building and they're free! Besidea, if you become known in your neighborhood as
a person who will come and collect dandelions you'll be a Tocal hera. | hope
all of your nesta are full...of dried weads and chicks'
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AVIAN TRADER CLASSIFIEDS

100% . OF QUR SUBSCRIBERS READ THE CLASSIFIEDS!

* Buy, Sell Trade Your Birds, Equipment, Supplies, Efc.
* Subscriptions $7.00. Ads 35 cents a word or number,
* Ads due the 25th of each Month. $7 Minimum per Ad.
* Ads can easily be updated and kept current with no
¢ penalty. No long waiting period
* * Published Monthly, Mailed 1st Class,
* We accept Checks and VISA/MASTERCARD,
\ * For Sample Copy send business size SASE.
2 An s
MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS and ADS to: ATC, PO, Box 6215-NF,
Traverse City, Ml 49685-6215 Fax #(616) 946-9317
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TO ALL GLUBS WHD WILL RE CDNTACTING AM NFS PANEL JUDGE:

PLEASE. . .Be suro that you are using this current liat. It is op to date.
Somatimos addresses, phono numbers, etc. change and all other liats are noy
invalid, Thank you for your attention to this.
Or. AT Decotosu.
Jupe 1, 1983

Piozse remember that your "reneval date” ia on your address label. Check it
snd please keep your membership and your correct address up to date. It'1§
save time and monoy if Miki doesn't have to send remindera to you.

RENEWALS AND ADORESS CHANGES SHOULO BE SENT TO:

NFS Memberahip Services
Niki Sparzsk

§17 0Td Merth Point Road

Baltimore, ¥D 2[224

NEXT BOARD OF DIREGTORS MEETING.

Bocsuse a quorum wes not prosent, no businoss uas voted upon at the
Board of Qirectors Meeting on Msrch 26, [993.

The next Board of Directora meeting will be conducted by aail and will

commence sbout May 1, 1383, yith results to be printed in the July/Auguat issue
of the Bulletia.




FINCHES IN THE LAST FRONTIER

by Melissa Eisenhauer

After ordering some new RFSS bands and a pin | also received a [ittla
note from Jerry McCawley. He wondered if | would writa an article dealing with
My experiences raising finches up hera in Alaska.

Keeping finches or aoftbills up here isn't the hard part. On the other
hand...getting them here iS! 'va lived in Alaska on and off for fifteen years.
I"ve always managed to have at Teast three or more pairs of finches or
softbills. Presently, J live on Fort Richardson which is located in Anchorage.
Contrary to popular misconceptions, most of our gorgecus state DOES have
seasons! While | may not be able to keep my birds outside as ! did in Florida,
wany years ago, | find that shipping charges are the only real obstacle I've
had to deal with. We have several pet shopa in town which all aeem to carry
most of the comsonly available finches as well a many varieties of psitticines.
There are not many softbills available unless one puts in a special order. If
want anything too exotic, | generally order it myaelf direct from the breeder.

At the present time 1'm keeping and breeding Gouldians, ivery Canaries
and Aurora finches, (Pytilia phoenicoptera). 1 will be adding a pair of Nelbas
and a pair of Lavender waxbills soon. 1've mostly raised African finches for
the last fifteen years but got into Goulds three years ago on a whik. A man was
leaving the state and aold me his whole collection at a price | couldn't
refuse. Ovar the three years |1've seemed to have had phenomenal success with
thew and sell to clients all over the state. Lucky for me that ) work for the
Daily News as this gives me plenty of free classifieds! There are only a few
esoteric nuances that one must deal with when raising birds up here. Qur long
hours of sunlight in the summer are easy enough to get around with timers and
good old fashioned paper bags. A1l of my birds are kept downstairs in ona of
the basement rooms. | have all of their lights on timers for approximately 13
hours a day. Since it's still Jight out at 11:00 p.m. | simply set a pre-cut,
large piece of a brown bag up against the long, narrow window. This seems to
have worked rather well and it still lets aome ambiant light in. ! keep my
Goulds in 2 very Targe custom-built wire and wood aviary which is split into
five compartments. They can hear but not see sach other. Ali the cubicles have
Vita-lites. As a matter of fact ALL of my birds have thew either in their cages
or over them. !'m a firm believer in full spectrum lighting. | also like the
new Chroma 50 fluorescent tube by &. E. | keep the Fytilias in a large model
$7860-13D cage by Cormers Limited, ! LOVE this flight cage! It is perfect for
amaller birds and very accessible, Having it shipped here cost me almoat as
much as the cage, but it was wall worth it! All my Gouldians have just
completed moulting and are going to neat again now. | have § breeding pairs and
one pair that ia alwoat 7 years old! Balieve it or not | uas thesa two oldar
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birds as foster parents. 1've only ever had to have two of the young fontered
and this wan becauae this particular pair of Goulds will only raise faur
chicks. If thay have a fifth, they will pitch it out if | don’t get ta it
firet. Theae two older birds are » scream...they are content to sit in their
nent most of the day...fostering or not. My poor female is starting to nhou her
age this aumser nnd | fenr she won't see another winter. 1 use nll covered
uicker nests and find that the doulds uill alunys choose the sanller of the two
that ) offer. My Pytilins are wsing n Inrger nized wicker one nt present. They
sre on four eggs st prssent. To smy thst I'a keeping my fingers crossed is mn
understntement. They are youag birdn and this in their first clutch. If there
is no success this time | will get o peir of Societien to foster them to. !
Tike to at lennt give them a chance. Thay appear to be vary bondad mnd
affectionate which gives me hope. They also sit tight when ! nttempt to look at
the eggs, which, | don't have to tel) you fellow finch lovers, is a mot too
common thing for Pytilise. | fee! it's very important that us, en bird people,
concentrate on Africane whila ve can still get them nnd | certninly pinn to do
my part.

Heeting my bird room is really vary simple. ! vae n medium-sized
electric floor hester which ! leave set on a thermostat. The bird room stays at
about 65° most of the yesr. From Oecember to February it sometimes can get down
to 56° if |'m not watching the heater real close. My birde never ceam to hsve
any problems from this and ths only fatality I've hsd in yesrs was caused by en
escaped fledgling uho fleu into tha drended wall. Last uinter va had a REAL
cold spell and the electricity vent off for about 16 hours. | uss panic
etricken and expected the worat ne two pnirs were on chicks. Ae it turned out,
P went nuts for nothing. The bird room thermometer was 2¢ 35° and those birds
vere just fine! | suppose they've just been able to scclimste themselves ovar
the years. When 1 sell birds in the yinter manths | Tike to put thsir box
vithin s paper bag to play it enfe. I aleo sake the client go out and start
their car snd get the heater gaing for a few minutsa. I've sold birds vhen it
ves -40° g0 every little trick helpn.

| &lsa have “care shaets™ that | give to each client. | hnva two
different ones thst | havs developed. One is for people uho already have
finches and the other ie for folks uho pre buying uhat may be their first
pair. I go over uhat ! feed etc., and tipa that have worked for me. 02e of my
most firm beliefs is the feeding of knle or epinach. | just can't say enough
about their benefits. My birde color is stunning nnd | feel thnt their superd
plumage reflects this diet. | give no menluoras to mny of my birds except ths
Pytilies which sre uild-caught birds. | also use Nekton-€ to prime them for
braeding. | give all uy birds the opportunity to bathe nt least four times s
veek. We have alwost no humidity up here and without frequent baths |'d see a
lot of dead-in-shel] egqa. Plus, if | don’t give them enough baths, they etick
their bsaks up into their uater battles and let it stream out onto them!
They're n 1ot mare clever than we think.

Abeut eighteen months nga some folks nterted n bird club up here uhich
5
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NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY
AFFILIATES, DELEGATES AND SHOW DATES

RATIONAL CAQE OIRD SHOW, INC.; Xerol Deem, {d0%) 7137-1557

Novembar 18 te 21, 1383 Wyndham Greensprings Motel, Houston, TX $3% room

rete. Reservetions, (713) 875-2222. Wosted by The Bey Ares Cockatial end

Cege Rird Club. Panel Judge: DOr. A. E. Decoleau

KAYTEE GREAT AMERICAN 8RO SHOW Rhoda Shirley, (515} 243-2255

September 30 to October 3rd, 1993  Oes Moinss Airport Hilton, ODes Noines, |4
$54.00 room rate. Reservetiona, (515) 287-4200 er 1 (B00) HILTONS. Hosted by
The Mid-America Cage §ird Society Pans] Judge: Cherles Anchor

GALIFORMIA
Aviery Assn. of Xern Co.; Velme Seker, (805) T765-§110

Capital City Bird Socisty; Helem Caudle, (316} 933 1618
Show:  Movember 5 to 7, 1993 Modesto, CA Panel Judge: Hal Koent:

Finch Society of San Oiego Gounty;  Sheron Rusaell, (§1%) 5is 1876

Fresno Cenery snd Finch Society; Dixie Lea, (209) 584-3764
Show: October 28 to 31, 1993  Nedera, CA  Penel Judge: Clayton Jones

Golden Gate Avian Society; Claudio Sele, (510) 455 980%
Show: November 1) to 13, 1993 TFracy, CA  Panel Judge: Srende Gessey

Kaytee's American Family Bird Show: Sharon Soliver, ({310) 416-§153
Show: April 24, 1993 Pomona, CA  Pensl Judge: Or. 4. €. Decoteau

San Diego 8ird Show, Inc.;  Sheron Russell, (61%) %46 1870
Show: HNovember G, 1983 Sen Diego, CA  Panel Judge: Joe Krader

Senty Clara Valley Canery & Exotic 8. C.; MNed Crovley, ({408) 258 4601
Show: MNovember 27, 1993 Sem Joas, CA  Pensl Judga:  Joe Krader

Southern CA Finch & Hookbil) Association; @&regory Adan, (318) 37% 2418°

CoLORADO
Colorado Cage Bird Association; Terri Mculiffe (713) 576 9009
Show: October 16, 1993 Celorade Springe, CO Penel Judge: Clarence Culvel
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Rocky Mountain Sociaty of Aviculturs; Jufie Karn, (303) 753-6145
Shaw:  Novewber 13, 1393  Denver, €0 Panel Judge: Marty von Rasafeld

COMNECTICUT
Connecticut Association for Aviculturs; Chris Voronoviteh, {203) 64% 8220
Show: October 23, 1993  Mancheatar, CT  Panel Judga: Wifliam Parlae

Bex England Finch Fanciera; Russall Armitage, Jr., {293} 346 5875
Show: Novesber 27, 1993 £ Hertford, CT  Panel Judga: Or. Al Dacoteay

FLOROA :
Aviary & Gage 3ird Society of South Florida; {an Srowar {305) 931 3464
Show: August 21, 1993  Mergete, FL  Panel Judga: Jon Hof fman

Exotic 8ird Club of Florida; Mary Petty, (487} 632-74%4

Florida Stata Fair Exotic Bird Shaw; Clsire Remo, (913) 482 5352

Bold Coast All Bird Club; Hika Mariscano, {38%) 928 1§06

Gulf Coast Exotic Bird Glub; Diane Pittman, {913} 772-1159
Pet Show: Movembar 21, 1593 Ft. Meyara

Graater 8randon Avian Society, Inc.; Carola Millar, (813) $71-11%4
Show: September 18, 1933  Tampa, FL  Panal Judga: Xen Guaby

Jucksonvitie Cage Bird Aaee.; fPaul D. Stickwah, (394} TH4-581]

Suncoast Avian Socfety; Joa Vemtiaigliz, (913) 392 9391
Shows: Octobar (€ and 17, 1983  Tampe, FL :
Panel Judges: Conred Meinart and Gtephan Hoppie

Sunshina Stata Cage Bird Society; Oale Laird, {407) §57 798%
Show: Octobar 3, 1993  Pynal Judga: Kanneth Gunby

Wast Florida Avian Society, inc.; Barbara Farrafl, {304) 633 1634

GEQRGIA
Cantral Gaorgis Exotic Bird Club; Oawn Willer, {404) 460 8233

HAWALH
Honoluly Canary and finch Club; tLorraing Chang, (998) 595 3688
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Our Success Is

No Fluke!

Serving Satisfied Customers Since 1957
Year-Round, Nationwide Shipping
Guaranteed Live Delivery

Fluker Farms
1-800-735-8537




ILLINQIS
Greeter Chicaqo Cege Bird Club;  Jane Musceto, (700) 305 9043

Show: November 6, 1993 Rolling Weadows, 1L  Penel Judge: Clerence Culwell

[11ini Bird Fanciars: Jen Marcott, (217} 347-9680
Show: June 5, 1993 Shelbyville,, IL Panel Judge: Conred Meinert

Springfiefd Pet Bird Club; Tom Rood, (217} 774 5265
Show: Septembsr 11, 1993 Springfield, It  Panal Judge: Tom Rood

iNDIANA

Indiane Bird Fanciers; Conred Meinert, (219} 269 2873
Show: October §, 1993  Fort Wayne, IN  ®anel Judge: Herold Bowles

Rest Centry! Indisne Bird Ciub; Tom Roed, {217} 774 5265

10%A
Mid-America Cege Oird Socisty; Rhode Shirley, {515) 243 2255
Show: Hosting the 1993 Netional Cage Bird Show, inc.

KARSAS
Kensas Avicultural Society; Jamee Williams, (316) 663-5609
Show: October 9, 1993  Wichita, KS Panel Jjudge: Peu! Nillisms

Heartlend Cenary & Finch Club; Jamea Johnsen, (913) 686 2774
Show: October 23, 1933 Lawrence, XS Panel Judge: Laure Bewley

KENTUCKY
Central Kentucky Cega Bird Society: Steve Sletes, (606) 223 12600

LOUISTANA

Guif Sowth Bird Cfub; Evon Kruse, (504} 643 2392

Show: Qctober 16, 1393  New Orleens, LA  Penel Judgs, Marty von Reesfeld
Cejun Cenary Club; Ernie Brown, {504} B34 510D

Cepitel Area Aviculture! Socisty: Tim Schexmeydrs, {504} 562 3579

AN
Haing State Caged Bird Socisty; Shery! Adame, (207) 727 5633

BARYLANO

Baltimore Oird Fancisrs; Oeb Clark, (410) 242 B4TY

Show:  October 1§, 1393 Seltimors, M0 Panel Judge: Roddy Gabel

Bird Mert: Jume 19, 1993  Severn MD  For info: (410) 4B5-TB42
10
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Karyland Cage Bird Society; Thersae Orown, (410) 735 7662
Shew: Septembar 11, 1993  Frederick, WD Penel Judge: Ken Gunby

MASSACHUSETTS
Npseschusetts Cyge §ird Asagciation; Oienna Smith (508) 540 3214
Show: October 1§, 1933  South faeton, MA Penel Judge: Orende Osesey

HICH I GAN
@rast Lekes Avicultural Society; Joan Lenon, (1€) &77 5082
Show: October 16, 1993  Orand Rapids, NI  Penel Judge: Harold Boxles

Mid-Njchigan Qird Club; Mery Lou Terwilligar, (517) 463 5895
Show: November &, 1393 Penel Judge: Martha Wigmore

Nid-Naat Cage Bird Club; Putrick Vanca, (313} 443 0843
Show: Novembar 13, 1993  Ostroit, M)  Pane} Judga: Roddy Gebel

Motor City fird Breadera; Petrick ¥Yance, (313) 443 Ded3
Bird Feir: June 6, 1993  Qetroit, M|  Panel Judga: Marthe ¥igmora

Society of Canery and Finch Breeders: Patrick Vance, (313) 443 0642
Show: Octobar 30 & 31, 1993  Livonia, NI  Panel Judge: Tom Rood

MINNESOTA
Upper Nidweat §ird Show 0 Sele; Nellie Rohe, (612) BS54 7168

NISSQURI
Grester Kansas City Aviculturs! Society; Jim Leach, (B16) 254 0415
Show: October 18, 1993  Grendview, M0 Panal Judge: Xeaneth Gunby

Heart of Americe Hookbill & Finch Society; Jemes Johnson, (913) 268 3208
Show: April 24, 1983 Qlue Springs, MO Penel Judge: Clarence Culwelll
Show: OQctobar 17, 1993

Nissouri Cege Bird Asaccistion; Dennis Burhans, (314} 441 0525
Show: November 5 0 6, 1992

NEN JERSEY
South Jersey 8ird Club; Reymond Passaro, (201) 281 9224

NEX HAMPSHIRE
Birde of a Faether Avicultural Society; ‘Oenise NcCabe, {603) 485 0104

Yex Mampshire Avicyltursl Soclety; Larry Martin, (500) 392-9137
Show: October 9, 1993 Panel Judge: WUrends Qecaey
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KEW YORX
Astoria Bird Club; Lealie Laber, (5i€) 43) 9267

Ruffalo Canary & Bedgerigar Seciaty; Oevid Cooper

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association; Rena Rouse, (313) 252 7613

Rocheatar Ceqa Bird Club; Vicki Steffemhagan, (718) ¢64 2848
Show: Movembar 30, 1993 Rochaster, NY  Panel Judge: Harold Bowlas

KORTH CARGLINA
Charlotta Metroling Cage Bird Society; Marvin Yoder, {301) T4 8685

Raleigh-Ourham Caged Bird Aseociation; Xaren Whitlow, (813) 85) 5824

010
Claasic Feathere; John Neff, Jr., (418} T784-5985
Show: Qctober 2, 1993  Oefiance, OH  Panel Judge: Conrad Mainert

Cleveland Cage Bird Society; Maureen Nehozonak, (218) 234 7674
Shaw: October 9, 1933 Cleveland, OH  Panel Judge: £arl Courts

Toledo Bird Assn. & Zebra Finch Club of Amsrica;  Xaye Young, (517) 263 478§

QREGON
Rose City Exotic Bird Club; Sally Smith, (503) 658-5242
Show: November § & 7, 1993 Portland, OR  Penel Judge: Clayton Jones

OXLAHOMA
gird Fanciers of Oklahoma; Gere and June Willer, (405) 3B2 7066
Show: September 25, 1983  oklahoma City, OK  Panel Judge: Cacil Gunby

PENNSYLYANIA
Centra] Pennsylvania Cage Bird Socisty; Pat Krichtes, (717) 632 BBS?2
Show: October 23, 1993  Grantville, PA  Panel Judge: Brenda Cseesy

Chester County Bird Breeders;  Barbara Archibald, (215} 644 1760
Show: Saptember 25, 1993 Xing of Pruesia, PA  Panel Judge: Tom Rood

Oelaware Yalley Bird Club;  Xris Kromer, {215) 628 4143
Show: November 13, 1383 Creamery {?}, PA  Panal Judge: Charles Anchor

Grestar Pittsburgh Caga Bird Society; Or. Lindsay Clack {412} 323 6438
8ird Auction: May 18, 1993 For info: Sue Hartwsll, (412) 795 1484
Show: Movember §, 1993  Monroeville, PA  Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert
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fhiladelphia Avicultural Socisty; Rick Szlachta, {215) §35 2037

SOUTH CAROLINA

Palmatto Caga 8ird Club;  Malvin Yoder, (B803) 459-531%

Hosting tha Carolina Classic, Saptember 11 & 12, 1993 Anderson, §C
Panel Judges: Dr. A. £. Decoteau and Conrad Mainart

TEMMESSEE
Niddle Tannesasa Cags Bird Club; Eva Quffey, (815} 381 5439

TEXAS
Bay Araa Cockatial & Cage §ird Club; Karo! Oaem, (403} 737 1557
Hoating the Kaytee Great American Bird Shov

Fort Worth 8ird Club; Clarence Culwell, (817) 220-5548

Texas Bird 8raeders and Fanciers Assn; Claranca Culwall, (B17) 220-5568
Show: MNovembar 6, 1993 Xileen, TX Panal Judga: Ray Johnaon

VIRGIN!A
Paninsula Cage Bird Society;  Linds 0ja, (804) B74 §58%

WiSCOMS IR
fadger Camary Club: Patrica Ripple, (414) 527 1380
Show: October 23, 1943 Milvaukas, ¥ Panel Judga: Tom Roed

INTESNATIONAL AFFILIATES
Cage Bird Socisty of Hamilton; Pster Webb, ({416) 575 0858

Confaderscion Ornitologica Macional; Rafas! Saurez, (809) 752 4433

Budgarigar & Foreign 8ird Sociaty of Canada; Brian £ddy, (416) 244-6976
Hosting the 34th Annual Canadiian Wational Show, October 14 to 16, 1343

Qurham Avicultural Sociaty of Ontarfo; Vincent Woase, (418} 713 1978
Show: Saptembar 24 to 26, 1993 Fickering, OMT  Panal Judga: Tom Rood

Essex-Kent Caga 8ird Socisty; Alfred Nion, (513) 948 6393
Show: October 1 to 3, 1493 ¥indsor, Ont. Non-panal judge.

New Isaland Finch Breadars Assn,; Waw Zeatand, Nra. E. M. Foster

Gueansland Finch Socisty; ﬂuaansland; hustralia  @Qavin Diatz

Isbra Fiach Socisty, Enqland; Grian 31nns, Mancheater, England
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HAND-RAISING A GOULDIAN FINCH FROM
THE EGG: A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.

by Ubaldo Leli, M.D.

It is well known from both anecdotal reports and pesple’s direct
experience that the beautiful Gouldian finches (Poephilia gouldii} do not
make good parants. Although many breeders foster the Gouldian chicks under
Society or, less frequantly, Zebra finches in order to incraase their
productivity, some aviculturists would like to have parent-raised chicks at
some point in thair career. Also, often times one is faced with the need of
saving chicks thrown out of the nest by parents with unsynchronized breeding
cycles,

I started keeping Gouldian finches three years ago, whan | acquired
a mixad color pair: a black-haadad female and a red-headad male. | will not
attempt to describe the beauty and sweat temperament of these birds, which is
known virtually to every bird enthusiast. My Gouldians are kept in my bird
room, in the company of many diverse avian species ranging from hummingbirds
and honeycreepers, to fig parrots and african greys. They are housed ina 3°
x 1.57 x 1.5" cage, Tit from €:30 am to 8:00 pm. Temperature and humidity
range from 68" to 75" F, and 60 to 80X, raspectively. | feed them finch mix,
spray millet, soft egg food and cuttiebone all year round.

Tha first year my pair went to nast at the end of October. Prior to
breeding, the female acquired a dark ash-colored beek, and the male & red tip
on its bill, Thay also begun to consume much more eqq food than normal. |
gave thew a nest box of corrugated cardboard of 5" x 5" x 5", with the upper
half of the front side open, filled with undone ropa. They Taid many fartife
eg9s {39), with a cTutch size of 5 or §, but never set for more than a week.
[ managed to foater 5 chicks under societies. | also tried te incubata &
clutch artificially in my Rol1-X incubator. Setting was 99.5° F and 50%
humidity. Three eggs hatched and ome chick Tived for § days. Autopsy revealed
& gram-negativa infection and a Tesion on the mouth. At the time | was using
Rodybush handfeeding diat (reguiar) diluted in Gatorade, and | was feeding
the chick with a tiny spatula. The spetula was responsible for the mouth
lesion.

The next year | changed the nest box and used a wooden 5" x 5" x 5"
box with a 1.2" hole instaad of the apen front, hoping that the hen would sit
more comfortably, being more protectad. She certainly sat batter than the
pravious year, but st day 12 sha stopped. Tha second clutch was fostered
undar zebraa, which did a fine job and raised all the chicks faster than tie
societias. The third clutch came too early and found me unprepared for
fostaring. Because the hen was sitting, | waited, hoping for a miracle. On
day 15 I checked the nest end nothing waa thera. |t did not take Tong to
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reatize that the male had cleaned house after the eggs hatched. | found two
nestTings on the floor of the cage, bwt one died shortly after. The swrvivor
vas gaping and begging, and | decided to undertake the task of hand-feeding
thiz chick from day 1.

The day-old chick was placed in an aguarium brooder with a
temperature of 95° F and 60% humidity. For the first three feedings | gave
the tiny chick only Pedialyte (every hour), heated to 105' F. Then |
introduced the diet described in table 1, diluted with Pedialyte te a very
liguid consistency. f wes able to adjuat the consistency so that the crop waa
totally empty every 1.5-2 hours. To feed the chick | used a thin painting
brush through the fourth day, then a pipette.

The chick was fed every two hours arcund tha clock until it reached
a weight of 5 grams {at birth the bird weighed 1.2 grams). The night interval
was between 1:00 am and 5:00 am. The parents, of course, feed the chicks more
often, but the hand-feeding procedure causes an enlargement of the crop so
that it empties every two hours on the average. When the feather tracts
started to appear through the skin | added peanut butter to the diet, and
thickened it somewhat. | banded the chick at day T4 and it flew at day 27.
The weight chart showed in Figure 1 is a daily record of its weight gains.

¥eaning was slow and difficult, and was effected by leaving the
chick with oider, independent siblings from & previous clutch, but stil?
feeding it at least four times a day. The weight chart (Figure 1) shows 2
notch caused by a sudden drop in weight at day 3%. That is because | tried to
decrease the feedings too faat. The weaning process | played by ear, checking
the weight gains or losses. Every time the chick would lose more than 10X of
its body weight | would increase the feedings again. There must be a better
method, but it worked and the bird finally weaned. Unfortumately | Tost this
chick due te a caretaker's neglect during one of my trips out of town. May it
join in 8ird Mezven my two Andean emerald husmingbirds that died of the same
"disease™: an unskilled caretaker.

| designed my diet based on the fact that the shorter the time a
bird spends in the nest, the higher the protein content in the diet must be
{R. Low, Handrearing baby parrots and othar birds, Blandford Press, Poole
(1987) 32-33). For example, the budgerigar spends an average of 4 weeks in
the nest and needs about 28¥ protein in the diet. So, finches need a rather
high protein diet. Also, the content of fat in the food determines how long
it witl take to pass through the crop. The higher the amount of fat, the
tonger the transit time. The food should remain in the digestive system of
the bird Tong encugh for the proteins to ba absorbed, but mot long anough for
the food to become spoiled or hard, in which cese food peisoning or crop
impaction might ensue. Spinach and carrot baby foods were added to make aure
that the chick’s crop would not becoma impacted. ft is well known that the
presence of fruit and vegetables can prevent formulas from becoming stone-
hard, which tends to occur, especially with products that do mot require
cooking. A¥so, the carotene of the carrot halps with the coloring, and the



spirach contains beneficial calcium,

0f course, the sweet dispesition of hand-fed gouldians is unmatched
by any other species that | know. The intelTigence of these little jewels,
however, is a bit questionahle. | would not advise anyone to try to raise a
finch from egq, except under emergency conditions; but my experience proves
that it can be dome. Perhaps there is even g specific market far this kind
of hand-reared finch. | believe that the diet described in this article could
be used with other hirds with Food requirements and development similar to
the gouidian fineh,

I hope ! have been of some help to the many aviculturists who have
had to face the diszppointment of seeing their precious chicks vacuumed avay
by overzealsus parents, out of their proper breeding cycla. These notes offer

some guidelines, which, combined with 2 lot of personal dedication may save a
few chicks,

TahTe 1,
Kand-feeding diet for Gouldian finches.

Wiv 7 teaspoons Nutri-start Baby Bird Food (Lafebre} and 3 tahlespoons of
cald water. fook according to the instructions of the manufacturer in a
douhle boiler or in g microwave, stirring often.

Add ? tesspoons purified soybean protein (many companies produce it), and |
Farenson Yeiton tonie-K, 1 teaspoon strained creamed spinach and | teaspoon
strained carrot baby food (first gr second foods),

1T through the development add to one daily feeding one pinch of Prime
fHagea} and one pinch of Nekton NSA ground in the mortar to 2 fine powder.

¥hen the feather tracts start to be visible through the skin (about day 8)
add 1 flat tesspoon creamy peanct butter to the formula prepared 25 shove.
hiso, avery gther day add three drops of cod Tiver oil and 1/8 teaspoon
finely ground cuttiebone to cne of the feedings.

SUPPORT FINCHSAVE
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A MODEL REGIONAL SHOW

Région 2 - Stephen Hoppin, VP
Hosted by Sunshine State C. B. S.
October 10, 1992

Editora note:

You should be making plaaa now for the regional ehow in your region.
The fall show aeason will roll nround before you know it!

The following is Stephen’s report on the regional show that he
organized with the nble assiatance of quita n few NFSS members from vnrious
clubs in his region. | waa the judge at this large ahow nnd | was impreased by
the beautiful diapTay Stephen and othera had aet up and plensad by the success
of the meeting, in terms of the amount of information exchanged, friendahips
begun snd ranewed and the financial contribution made to WFSS. 1've wnited till
now to print this report so that it will be befora you aa you are planning your
own Regional meeting.

"The 1892 Southeast Regional Meeting began at 6:15, shortly nfter the
judging wss complete. As Regional Yice-presideat | introduced the Delagatas,
Alternate Delegates and Judgea present. The 1992 XFSS Bnnd Report from the
September /Octobar Bulletin was presented. Stnndards Reports were given and NFSS
members present were invited to participnte in n Standard Committee of thair
choica.

| talked nbout my peraonzl experiences with the FINCHSAYE Program nnd
about being selected to serve on tha FINCHSAVE Committee.

Denise Barth comunicated to nll the past devnetation of Hurricmne
Andrew on many bird breeders, the Miami Metro Zoo, etc. nnd deacribed the
humanitarian efforts of South Florida Avian Relief.

The NF5S Raffles ware held:

The Pair of NFSS close-banded 9lue-faced Pnrrot Finches (bred and
donated by Stephen) were won by Phil and Denise Jerth of Deerfiald Jench, FL.

The pair of Gouldians donated by Sarah Stuart were won by Jerri Winfer
of Winter Park, FL.

The Auatralian Finch poster donnted by Jose Aleman was won by Jerri
Viesenfeld of Jackaoavilla, FL.

Tha NFSS dispiny/anles booth was buey with customera.

Recaipta Snlas - $ 39.89
Enffle 153.99

Tetel doneted to NFSS Treseury § 443.9
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Nany thanks to all attending,
Sincerely, Stephen Hoppin”

Stephen and hia helpers made very good use of the beautiful NFSS
displey boarda creeted by Mertha Wigmora. The morning of the show Stephen
consulted with the shov maneger ebout a suiteble Tocation for the NFSS table
nnd helped to move the asaigned teblea into position. Dnle Lnird, the manager,
gave NFSS & prime location in e highly visible area, thsnks to Stephen's
courtacua requests. Wot all shows nre fortunate enough to ba able to aat up
displsys outside in tha sunshine in October but if you follow Stephen's model
and come prepared with clean, pressed, colorful tablecloths your table csn look
nice anyuhere. Stephen and his team had slso mede bright, eye-catching signs
advertising the rafflas nnd had the birda displayed in cleen suitable cages.
Tha-poster uas on displsy, protected in a Plexigles poster frame.

Your ragional show can have the WSS display boards for your booth if
you contact Pat and Nery Krichten (FINCHSHOR) ebout scheduling and shipping.
¥ith sbout two weaks notice UPS cen delivar tha boards anywhere ncross tha
country for about $35 one-way. As cf the 1993 ahow season NFSS will raimburss
your club for the shipping as soon as you aand tha UPS receipt to Wiki. ¥e will
need a member of your local club to dalivar the boards to your local UPS office

- Healthy and beautiful birds eat
_live foods from Grubco.

Robust, healthy birds make the best pets. Win more champicnships. Reproduce more easily.

Good healthis greatly aided by good nutrition. Good nutrition, like the protein, moisture
and calorie-laden foods from Grubeo.

The diet of your birds’ outdoor relatives probably includes mealworms, wax worms, fly
larva and crickets. At Grubco, we scientifically raise the best Live foods.

Grubco is ready to take your order. Please call us toll-free.

_ Call or write for your free brochure: 800-222-3563
You also can order by FAX: 513-874-5878, 24-hours a day, every day of the year.

3 e Live Food iy
il GRUBCO GUARANTEES B9  Mealworms « Wax Worms =
b |l_ m Sl:g,wmer Satistaction. = HY Larvae * Crickets [@
T very, .

Overcounts,

Al Foods Avallable All Year, v

hdﬂoendant Laboratory Nutdlional Analysis [ r u c
{Upon Aequest), s

- Dol KNOWN FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE,
....... A VA e e L s s e e eas Box 15001 » Hamiton, OH 45015 U.S.A.




the day after tha ahov and they mey be going on from there to another ahov.
Please, if you went the boards et yowr regional show, make the arrangements
soon aa thair “travel plens” aro acheduled on a firat-come-first-served basia
and they alwaya go to the Greet American Bird Show and te tha Matiomal Cage
9ird Shov and ao cannot be with you on those weekends. (F.S. | think we shouid
apply for a frequent-flier card for those boarda! They get a lot of mileaga
every year!)

Yowr Ragional Yice-preaident or your local clwb dolegata can alao
order NFSS merchandise on consignment and not have to pay wntil it is sold. You
could have vidaoa, handbooks, t-shirta and pins for sele at yowr booth.

Brochwres ara provided, free of charge, for you to hand out and if yow
need aome nov to have available at clwh maetings, cell or writo to the homa
office. | glso have hand-outs with auggasted band sizes, bend order forss and
the banding procedwre page (enlarged) from tho Bylletin. Cell if yow need some.

In Orlendo thare was a banqwet the evening aftar the ahow and so most
exhibitors wera planning on staying over. Thia very larse show ia in a spacioua
wotel and the finch and softbill division ia judged in a large room separated
from the other divisions. | know that this isn’t poasibla et all ahows byt
Staphen’s plan to held tha maating immodiataly aftar the judging in the sema
aras whare the birds had bean judged could basically ba done anywhere. It
permits people to be watering and feeding birds as others are gatharing around
for the meeting and a Tot of friendly convarsations are started among
exhibitors at that time.

The topics of tha meetings will certainly vary widely from one to
another but if you'Il Yook at the topics Stephan focused on in Orlando |'m sura
jou' Il get ideas for what you want to discwss and you'IT find that tha awdience
of "finch folks”™ will have questions and idoas that they went to suggest too.

tn the 1393 ahow season N¥FSS will give a poster to each ragional show
to ba raffled. These postars, made in the Netherlands by the photographar
Pietar ¥an Den, are high quality photographs of Gouldian Finches showing, in
excellent color, tha common end tha very rare calor sutations. There are 49
phatos on each individual postor. Mr. Julio Meteo, the President of the
Confedaracion Ornitologica Nacional in Bayamon, Puerto Rico has provided thase
poaters at a minimal charga to NFSS and we thank him for his assistance.

The plaquas that your delegate will receive for your awards will ba
angraved "Regional Show™ and are sowght after by exhibitors. Finch exhibitors
will be watching tha WFSS BulTetin for tha announcemant of the location of each
of the six Regional Shows so thay can plan their travel schodula around those
dates.

Start nov - follow the excallent mode] that Stephen and hia grest

group hava provided - add yowr awn apeCIaI Regional towches - and write wp a
report for the Bullatin.

Baat wishes for yowr Ragional show in 1993.
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KEEPING AND BREEDING THE SAFFRON FINCH

by Patrick Vance

The Saffron is an attractive finch that has gained increased
popularity in the past few years. The Saffron hails from South America. In the
wild it is concentrated in Peru, Columbia, Ecuador, Yenezuela and the Guianas.
It is a Targer finch, comparable to the Java Sparrow in size, sbout 67, but
more streamfined that the somewhat heavy-bodied Java.

The Saffron has a bright orange forehead and crown, yellow head,
greenish-ye!low back and tail, and a bright yellow chest and underparts. The
femaleis considerably paler beneath and facks the bright orange forehead. She
is also typically smaller.

Diet: This is one of tha easier finches to maintain. They have very
simple nutritional demanda. My Saffroms seem quite content with a basic sead
diet, supplemented with large amounts of greena. | feed seed in three separate
dishes. One contains canary seed, the second a good finch seed mix that is
vitamin-fortified and the third a mixture made for small hookbills to which ¢
add hemp. | zlsc feed eggfood to them several times a week but it is largely
ignored except when they have chicks to feed. At that time they devour every
morsel of their eqafood. Saffrons are not very foad of fruits, although mine
enjoy apple slices and grapes. Contrary to the literature, live foed is not
essential to the successful rearing of chicks, nor to bringing the Saffron inte
breeding condition. However, Tive food is certainfy not wasted if offered as
the parents will eat huge amounts of Tive food, usually attacking it within
seconds of it being placed in their flights. | feed mealworms and fly larva.
Additionally, the Saffron finches relish spray millet, as does every winged
creature §'ve ever encountered. Cuttlefish bone and plenty of freah water
should always be available to these birds. Second only to the Pekin Rebin, the
saffron is the biggest fan of water of any of the species | keep.

Housing: The Saffron ia a very active bird, and although they can be
successfully kept and bred in cages, they are far happier in a flight. These
birds must have adequate space to exercise. They are far more enjoyable in
large enclosures that contain natural tree branches where they remain active
and rather vocal, singing from branches at the tep of their flight cage.
Atthough they're active finches and have bright personalities they are also
quite reticent, particularly in small enclosures. | get quite a bit of
enjoyment viewing my Saffroms in their flights, especially when they think
they're not being watched and they exhibit the full chara of their
personalities.

| keep breeding pairs individually in a small flight. These birds can
be quite aggressive and should never be housed with smallf or less sturdy
finches. Non-breeding Saffrons may be kept in groups aa well as mixed with
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larger finches such as Jevas, or small Gress Parakeetz such ae the Rourke or
Scerlet-cheated Parakeets. Because of their aggressive peraonalitiee it is
important to keep an eye on them until you are convinced that everyone housed
together is compatible. | would strongly caution egrinst housing these birda,
or_any finch, with cocketiels or budgerigers. Of curse, every bird hee its' own
personality and temperament and there ere exceptions to avery rule, whether in
mattars of housing or in breeding end diet.

Breeding: This is one of the easiest finches to breed, yet due to
their shy and reticent nature they may be very reluctant to breed if housed in
areas where there is often commotion. It is important thet they feel secure in
their surrcundings. 1 keep a aingle peir to an encloeure, providing them with a
natural nesting basket, Literature suggests nestboxes for this species,
howsver, when given a choice my Saffrons have always chosan the basket end no
pair 1've kept has ever used a box. | fill the nest with Bermuda grass and the
Saffrons add feathers and paper to complete the job. Seffrons have one amnoying
habit in that they sees to truly Tove tearing up newspaper, filling first their
nest, then the water cup and eech of their food dishes. They then scatter extra
paper around the flight to complete the decor!

Once set up in a breeding situetion, the pair wastes little time in
setting shout business. Mating soon begins and this cannot possibly be missed
by the keeper of Saffrons. The male will chese the hen very aggressively, both
emit foud cries and appear to beng their bodies againat the sides of the
flight. The noise is incredible. This usuelly continues for up to five minutes
or so until mating occurs. Typically within a waek they've finished nest
building and the eggs are laid. The hen usuzlly Teys 3 or 4 greenish-colored
eggs that sre speckled with black end brown merkings. The hen does all of the
incubation, Teaving the nest frequently to eat and drink znd quickTy returning
to the nest. It's amusing to see her leeve the nest, eat end drink for a misute
or twe and then return to the nest like e bolt of Tightning. {'ve been told by
friends that the male feeda the hen. i've never witneseed this though | don't
doubt that some males may indeed feed their metes. During the pproximetely 16
deys of incubation the male busies himself by sitting outzide the nest ginging
constantly. It appears thet he's boasting to anyome whe will listen of his
great accomplishments. Once the chicks hatch the parents begin e frenzied
task of feeding the chicks and et this time will eat many foods eerlier
ignored. The male does much of the feeding and oearly a1l of it once the chicks
fledge at 13 to 21 days. Chicks beg for their meals by atanding on a branch,
vigorously flapping their wings with their mouths wide open. The parents cannot
aise this subtle (?) hint that they're hungry. The fledglings are quite shy the
first few deys and will look at the keaper very cautioualy with their extremely
large eyes. Within a day or two they're alreedy pros at getting to the brenches
wnd perches at the top of their flight. The chicks wean very quickly and should
be removed about 14 days after fledging if the parents are permittad to nest
again. At this time it is important to keep en eye on the male for any signs of
eggressiveness towerd his mate or towards the chicks. In either case, it's hest
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te remove the hen until the chicks are o1d enough to be removed. The male will
complete the task of weaning his progeny. Although the chicks fledge and wean
rapidly they are very slov to gain their mature color, typicelly taking from 10
te 14 months to complete the juvenile moult.

An unrelgted aside concerning the Saffron - they seem to be quite
ndept at escaping from their flights. They typically escape Houdini-like
without even being noticed. tow a bird this size can slip by me through an open
door while t'm servicing their flight and not be noticed is rather astounding
and yet it's happened dozens of times. They are truly capable fliers and
difficelt to apprehend. Chasing them has to rank up there with running the
marathon for aerobic exercise! One nice thing about the Saffron is that they
never bite when caught.

There are a few drawbacks concerning the Saffron, namely their
aggressive behavior at breeding timea and the difficelty in maintaining then in
show condition, 1've never been able to exhibit my Saffrons as they tend to
sluck each other, particularly when nesting. They tend to start their moults in
Septenber. They are alse quite flighty in small encioaures and can easily
injure themselves in a show cage where they tend to panic. The Saffron bleeds
easily ebout the besk. Qutside of these smal! drawhacks the Saffron is a
beautifel, highly active finch with a bright and charming personality. They are
very stropg, stordy birds and in the three plus years that !'ve kept thenm,
there has never been any signs of any sickness whatsoever. Although their song
rannot compere with that of the canary, it is still quite pleasant and
certainly {oud enough to be easily heard above the vocalizations of my other
4004 birds.

I would strongly recommend this charming finch to anyorne.

Editnr's note: As far as { know this is Patrick's first article for the
Bulfetin. Quite 2 aice beginning | think you'!T all agree. | hope he'll write a
ot more and 1 Tot more often' You'11 get to see a lot more of Patrick this
season. He passed his apprentice judge's test and will be doing his three
apprentice iudgings thiz fall, Make a point of meeting his...he's a neat

guy. 4 gond companion and he does REALLY well with his birds.

Thanks Patrick, keep in touch!

.S. I'1T give you 1 hint as to how that Saffron gets past Patrick....he's 2
YEFY slim guy' Makes me green with envy!

__________________________________________________________________________________

2



_______________________________________________________________________________

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
from Don Armstrong

b don’t recall aasing a “Letters to the Editor” column in the RFSS
Bulletin, but savere] of the comments in the lest issua {Jenuary/February, '92)
have inspired me to writa and toae in my two cents worth.

In the "News and Rotas”, Brenda touched on an isaue which racently
provoked a fair amount of controversy here in the northweat--namaly, tha fact
that a number of bird marts and other events are operatad for profit and do not
necessarily "benefit the birds™. | agrae with her sentiments, end would
personally prefer to patroniza well-run events which ast aaida at Teast a
portion of the proceads for conservation, research, stc. The fact that a bird
feir is sponsorad by a nomprofit organizetion does not, however, mean that
funds will be generated for "education, information-sharing or any other broad
based banafits to aviculture,” | have known commercial event orgenizers who
vere far more knowladgeable about--and concerned with--their birds than are the
leaders of many local cluba. There are any number of saints and sinners in tha
vorld of aviculture, and they csn be found in both the profit and tha nomprofit
sectors.

1 would also lika to take exception, in a gentle way, with Brenda's
remarks about tha AFk. When the Board opted to sever our ties with thet body,
it may have been doing the most appropriate thing for tha Society. However, !
see no raaaen to go beyond that and disparege an crganization which has
accomplished ao much over tha years--and which is still providing z tremendous
service to hird breaders and hobbyists alika. The AFA Watchbird is an
outstanding magazine and has probably done more to aducate serious breaders
than any other publication available in this country. And the AFA conservation
projects {e.9., red siskins and thickbill parrots) have tttracted the energy
snd dedication of some of our bast eviculturista.

Yes, it is true that the AFA in Brief, quoted by Brenda, contained a
numbar of errors. And it would have been nice had they recognized tha efforts
of the MFSS FINCHSAVE Program. One might even raise Tegitimate questions about
the wisdom of the AFA’s decision to aall banda, givan that many of thair
affiliated societies rely on band selea for a eignificant share of their annual
income. But frankly, ! think it ia bit unfair to dismias the AFA as "this
lobbying group” or to write it off as “primarily an erm of tha evian pet
industry”.

Given the number of people allied againat birdkeepers of any
peravasion, and in Tight of their growing politicel power, we can il1 afford te
vaste time and energy pointing fingers at one another.

Having said that, let me hestan to add thet these remarks aras not
directed toward Brenda nor zry one person. She and the other "workhorsea™ in
the NFSS have been doing & splendid job--and one that is largely thankleas. !
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am merely suggesting that we all try o Tittle harder to be more tolerant of

those with whom we way disegree .. when push comes to shove, we are going to
need aach other,

Editor's note. This is the only letter | recaived about my remarks

and so 1 em particularly grateful to Don for his thoughtful and kind comments.
Many of the “workhorses”™ in NFSS thet Don complements worked very hard for 2
long time for AFA too. | know that they join me in hoping that AFA will be
positive and supportive of its individual members and the meny netionel groups
that have supported it . Believe mwe | do not "write off” or “dismiss™ AFA on
any counts--but | do stand by my opinions--formed es an AFA member who has
watched end participated from its inception to the present. | agree about the
value of AFA's publication and support of conservation end have never
disparsged either.

Several years ego individual end affiliated club's delegetes lost
their right to vote on AFA's proposed policy issues. Since thet time AFA has
eccepted over §$10,008 from commerciel pet trade interests, something that in
the early yesrs the founders vowed never to do. In recent yeers AFA's spokesman
has taken a very confrontationsl stance against Timiting importation snd
against enyone who fsvors that position. Very little effort hes been spent in
any other field and thst includes coordinating efforts at captive propagation.
Lest we lose our focus--those are the faults | find with AFA in the present
tige,

1 think that Don exemplifies whet | hope for ell of us to be--an
independent thinker who is willing to speek his wind to endorse or to critique
what he feels strongly ebout.

Thanks Don,

FINCHSAVE



GENETICS 3
Robert E. Cruce

Congratulations! You did so well on our last examples that 1 know
you will want to challenge yourselves even further. In this article
we are going to examine multiple dominant/recessive traits. 1n
other words, a bird may posscss more than one trait at once.

In the last article we used pied (a recessive trait) and crest (a
dominant trait) as our samples. Let’s use them again, only this
time the bird will be a crested pied. We shall need a set of letters
for each characteristic. Remember nn or pp will represent the pied
and NN or PP for the normal or non-pied, and CC or Cc for the
crest. Cc of course is the best choice since we hope never to be
breeding with CC, the double crest factor. Now let’s list some
possible parents.

Cepp - crested pied

CcPp - crested normal/pied
CcPP - crested normal

ccpp - non-crested pied

ccPP - non-crested normal
ccPp - non-crested normal/pied

SRS e

Now for dividing and charting purposes, we must take each
letter of each trait and combine it with each of the other possible
trait. Using the second example listed above (CcPp), we find that
the first C can unite with the first I’ or the second p to form the
combinations of CP of Cp. By the same process, the second ¢ can
also combine with the first P or the second p to form cP or cp.
Don’t panic; take each letter and move through cach possible
combination slowly and methodically.

Then we list those four combinations across the top of our
new square for the first parent.

CP Cp cP cp
As you can see , we usually have more combinations when

we deal with more than one factor and thus our square may get
25



bigger. Next we need to find a mate for our crested normal/pied
bird. We want to choose a non-crest (cc)} because we don’t want
to produce any double crested chicks, and | hope you remember
that the very best mate for a carrier (Pp) is a full recessive (pp)-
Therefore for our crested normal/pied, we should chose a non-crest
pied (ccpp). Once we start checking for combinations on this
second bird, we place the first ¢ with the first p and this produces
cp; then the first ¢ with the second p and produce another cp. 1f
we go to the second ¢ and pair it with the first p, it produces cp,
and combining the second ¢ with the second p again produces cp.
Right away we see only duplications and it's not necessary to
repeat these combinations down the side of the square. The only
possible combination is ¢ uniting with p.

Okay, back to the square. We already have our possibilities across
the top, so we only have to to add the other ones down the side.

cp Cp <P cp

<p CcPp Cepp ccPp ccpp

Table 1: First Sample Pairing

You could write, for example, the first block as CPcp, but that
really just leads to confusion. 1t stands to reason that you need to
keep like letters together; the proper expression is CcPp.

Well, what have we produced from this pairing of a crested
normal/pied to a non-crested pied? The chick in the first window,
CcPp, looks like the parent from across the top; it's a crested
normal/pied. The second, Ccpp, is a crested pied; the third, ccPp,
is a non-crested normal/pied. The fourth, ccpp, looks like the
parent from the side and is a non-crested pied.

This choice is an excellent one for pairing because our chicks are
very predictable. We can tell easily which are the crested and we
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know that those who look normal are all carrying pied.

Fine. Let's reverse the parents a litle now. One will be
crested pied (Ccpp) and the other will be the non-crest
normal/pied (ccPp). From the first parent’s letters we can combine
C with p, C with p again, then ¢ with p and c with p again. We
don’t need the repetitions, so we'll use Cp and cp. Now from the
second parent, we get cP, cP, cp and cp; disregarding the
repetitions again, we are left with ¢P and cp.

This analysis gives us just two combinations for the top of
our square and two for the side; so we will have a four window

square this time which looks like that original ones from our first
efforts.

Cp p
cP CcPp ccPp
p Cepp cepp

Table 2: Second Sample Pairing

This is fun, right? Okay, what did we get?

CcPp - crested normal/pied
Cepp - crested pied

ccPp - non-crest normal/pied
CCpp - non-crest pied

A

These chicks should look very [amiliar since they are the
same chicks produced by the first pair. This result is exactly what
we should have expected. It was another very good combination
because we got 50% crest and 50% non-crest, and 50% pied and
50% normal/pied. 1f we keep good breeding records so that we
know the genetic makeup of our birds, then those records will
work for our benefit. Many breeders of yesterday would not allow
any dilutions of any kind in to their birdroom, because they didn’t
understand the mechanics of simple genetics. They knew that they
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couldn’t control the genetic outcome, so they were afraid of it.

From the original six combinations which we listed at the
beginning of this article, there should be about twelve possible
pairings. Certainly some are good, but some are only fair, and so
they should be avoided. Some combinations might produce
double crests, or normal and normal/pieds in the same nest and we
wouldn't know which was which.

1f you want some problems with which to testy yourself, here they
are.

1. CcPP x ccPp
2. Cepp x ccPP
3. CcPp x CcPp

Next time, we shall take up the next step in genetic traits: the sex-
linked characteristics (and I don’t mean R- rated!).

has been widely accepted. {Editors note: | received this article in Tate Hay
‘92, so the bird club is now 2 1/2 years old and the Pytilia chicks are about a
year old, | hope!) ¥e have monthly meetings and we have about 40 wembers. It's
called The Alaska Bird Club. 1'w one of the few finch people as most people
seen to have a yen for those raucous Aeazons. After living with 30 pairs of
Lories for several years in Seattle 1'm pretty much through with THAT realm’
Finches and softbills are my passion and one | hope to keep for the
rest of my 'ife. Just three years ago I married s man who never even had a
parakeet and now |'ve had the opportunity to see my husband Scott up at 6:00
a.m. vith no prodding, etc. to get the chance to help handfeed a canary chick.
Tt is my biggest wish that ! could get everybody into birdkeeping. Without our

organization and captive breeding the future would certainly be a lot less
beautiful, eh?

Melissa, please accept my apoiogies for holding your article so long before
publishing it. PTease write again and let us know how the Goulds, the Pytilias
and the club are doing. Thanks, The Editor.




...were ¢ time of meny chnnges for The Metionn] Finch nnd Softbill Society.
The newly elected officers were beginning to teke over their jobs. In many ceees this
meent fitting nnother time-consuming and detail oriented tnsk into lives which were
efreedy jemmed full of family commitments, full time jobs, bird-keeping on n large
scefe and other responsibilities. 1t"s no yonder thet some things "fell through the
crncks”. |ndeed, it is e wonder thet so many things run so emcothly in this ell
volnnteer orgenizetion. NFSS non hes nearly 1708 members in the United Stetes, Cenede
end 3 other conntries. Meiling lists grow dnily, phone calle increase dremeticelly
end the volnnteers time is stretched to hnndfe 1T of their own responsibilities nnd
the many needs of the members.

The transfer of the former Trensurer’s records to the new Treeanrer yes n
compliceted tnsk. Their compnters conld not mnke the trensfer smoothly nnd the
chenge-over consnmed e Tot of time. In the process some records nere Tost. The norst
pert of this loss is the fect thet there hns never been e way to treck whet "fell
through the crecks” betneen the computers. The recorde thet were lost didn't venish
in alphabeticef order, numerics] order or eny kind of psttern. They simply venished.
Unfortunstely ne nere not immedistely enare thet eny were Tost end ne're still not
sure hon many ere gone. We never wifl be eblfe to recover them without the help of
concernad members.

e are very grateful to yon for yonr petience with this sitnntion. If you
hed not bronght this to our ettention we conid not heve corrected the error. We hope
you nilT esk ell of yonr "finch fnmily nnd friends” if they ere stiil getting their
Bulletins so thet ne cen complete this reinstetement process. If they ere not, please
shere the following informntion with them ns soon es possible.

Pet end Nary Krichten, onr new FINCHSHOP Directors, non have ell of the beck
issnee of The NFSS Bufletin np to the Merch/April 1993 issne. |f the lest issue e
member received was the Nerch/April 1892 issue their membership records were probebly
emong those thet venished. In thet casa, contect Niki Sparzak first to be snre thet
yon ere reinsteted on the membership list end then contect Pet end Mery to mnil the
issues yon missed. There nill be no_cherge for the beck iseues thet yon missed nnd
Niki hes the enthority to "credit™ you with e pnid membership np to Jnne 1, 1993. ¥e
hope thet will be of help in compensating you for your expenses in phone cnlls, stc.

Ye're ell very sorry that this heppened end we're norking to fix the problem
bnt ne're depending on yon to contect people yon know wers members in eerly 1992 end
check thet they ere sti11 on the rolls.

Pet nnd Mery Krichten, FINCHSHOP Niki Spnrznk, Treasnrer
412 £. valfnut Street 517 81¢ North Point Roed
Henover, A 17331 Saltimore, W 212U
Phone {717) 632-8392 Phone (418) 282-9233



Thursday the axhibitors and tha birds will come in. Friday the
classee, sactions and diviaions will be judged. Saturday the jwdgieg will be
done for the over-all best in show. The banquet will ba Saturday night.

Packed between those few words are a million experiences. There's
nothing like the two national leval bird shows, schadwlad for Des Moinee and
Howston this year. The opportwnity to spend all the days and every evening of a
waekend in the company of the top breeders and exhibitors in the cowntry and to
eee the top-winning birds ie an experience yow showld not miss.

| know that many paople don’t feel comfortabfe traveling with or
shipping birds and that many people are extremely concerned abowt tha potential
for exposieg their birde to the riek of diseese too. There is a waalth of
advise avaifable about how to ship birds eafely, how to transport them
comfortebly in yowr car and how to managa thew at the show eite. At ehows of
this magnitude only the best birds from all over the country are exhibited by
the moet competent exhibitors and they're staged and hendled by the best
stewerds availabie anywhere end these things do minimize (but cannot complstely
efiminate} the risk of expoeure to a sick bird. If you're unwilling to bring
your birds - don't stop reading here!

The conversations you could have, the vendors booths you cowld
examine, the fabulows birds you could see, the fwn and the fellowship are
availabla too afl who attand. If you're not ready to show a bird yat -~ don't
miss the two biggest bird shows in the country this year.

Many netional organizations hold annual meatinge at these ehows, an
incredible selection of items are raffled, ewape and sales and purchases are
eegotiated both in the “salee room™ and in private rooms. Many exhibitore will
egree to bring birds that you want to buy for you to take home by pre-
arrangement, thareby saving yow tha cost of shipping. Mew products often are
firet introdwced to the public in the national-level shows.

You'll gat to maat some of the beet known namea in avicwlture - people
whosa colwens you've read in national publications, the awthors of books that
helped you learn how to manege your favorite epacies and the top exhibiters who
have birds on the top bench each eeason will all be there. The top judges in
sach and every national epecialty club will be there - some will be judging and
not available for conversation till their task is over and others wifl be in
the chair eext to yow, reedy to maet yow and tafk with you.

Check the firet two Tistings in the "Affilietea, Delagates and zhow
Dates” eection of thie isewa for the 1993 datee, places and reservatione phone
numbers.

HOPE TO SEE YOU IN DES MOINES
AND/OR HOUSTON THIS FALL!

—— e R e e e e — . = A =T o T
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Mnre 9. §. ia talked about nutrition st bird club meetings than
ebout sny other aubject. This is probably becaues the proponsnts of the B.5.
can grasp tha sesning of "food” bat give up on really profound subjects, ke
the scisntific names of birds or braeding Spice Finches.

In order to get & basic underetending of nutrition and the food
value of B.5. (9ird Ssed; uhat did you think it vea?} some simple definitions
will be given.

WETABOLISH is 211 of the chemical processes that take place in the
body. 1t includes the digestion of food eed the excretion of waste or
srplus, as weil as the wyriad of actions thst ceaeelenaly 9o on, Tike the
building tnd rapair of body tiaauea from the various dietery components.

The nutritionsi portion of food is divided into carbohydrates, fats
and proteins, whirh are burned {oxidized} in the digeative systen to produce
aneray - the driving force ef the body. Energy can be measured chemically ss
the hest produced from digestion. The calorie is e weasurement gnit of this
heat. §atar is necesssry for ell metabolic reactions. This can be ohteined
from drinking, moisturs in food, or from scme chemice} reactions during
digestion. Kestlines and desert birde wake good use of the fatier two
ST Ca8.

pther nan-nutritionel components include vitamins and winersla
which, although not supoiying snergy, ere neverthelsss esaentiel to the
msintenance of the body, end lack of sns or the other can cause ill-heaith or
aven dasth. A shortege or sxcess of eny of the above, or even en unbs iancad
inteke can have deleterious rasults. The commonest result of sxceas 1s the
deposition of fat which it more obeious n samatis then birda {yes wa'sm, you
sre o mammel), This is re-abaerbed during leen Limen,

CANSOHYDRATE ie the ecientific ters for ¢ subatence nede up from the
slemants carbon, hydrogen and orysen. Thia will be more familiar as the worda
*suasr’ or 'starch’. As sveryone knowa, theae ere a readily syeilshie source
of energy. The nasrer the product is to beaic glucone, the aifcker it ia
acsimiiated by digeation, henca honey is a quick pick-we-up. £1F tha toud,
parrnl protein advocstes notuithstanding, the sdult bird's sain need is for
csrbohydratas, not protein. The finch's mein source of this energy is the
starch n sead. Csptive birds will of course requirs wuch lees then their
vild counterparts.

The term FATS (which ehould not nesd a definition) includes
sils. Qils are sinply fets that sre liguid et roow temperature, and !ipids

ars fsta_in scientific jargen. Fata sugply certaie exsentia) fatty acide
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{even ecida can be fat!) to ths body, but for sur purpsee it is beat te thisk
of then es concentrated carbohydratsa. They eupply abeut tve-and-n-half times
the snergy of corbohydrates, hence in wintsr they are an economical source of
hest far the bird bady.

FROTEINS are couplax nubntencen, which in addition ts the carbon,
hydrogen and oxygen of the cerbshydratee, have mitrager and often sulfur
tacked on tas (ws were only kidding abeut thin being easy). Plants build up
roteing From the baeic siemsnta found in the eir and nsil, wheremn birds
fand of cosrse other animals) get thair protsima by the reverse procese. The
bird's digestion breske doun thees slresdy formed proteine, from plante,
insacts, etc., and roformn thew an needed in the sheps of sming scide.
although proteins can be converted to ensrgy production if in surplus, their
principle use ie to build and repair body tieeue, in the fors of amine acids.

ARING-ACIDS sre braskdoun fractions sf preteins, from the actisa of
digestion, i.e. proteine are mads up of varisus awing scids. They srs
sssentis] to [ife and some sre raguired in greater quantitien during srowth
and niso during lsying. Bocause proleins sre found in greater guentity end
yariety in anime! matter compersd to plants {thers sre s fey sxceptione like
paannts}, many finches suitch te mesiworms, stc. to raise young. One can tell
wheti 2 han ig ebout Eo fay by the sudden bugs incrssse in food consomptisn
and. in the case of finches, ske may suddesly begin sating mealverms,
srghsbly afl. or most wild finches uss insscte in ths sbove circumstsncee,
the habit being Yost in ceptivity becauss of the Jack of spportunity. Lack of
iysine cxn be & problem. This ie an smino azid that is notsbly in shert
suppiy in seed. ke thig is grouth-iimiting, no mstter hew much of everything
alse g pragent. lysine has to be sdded. it is found in dairy preducts and in
the hrasd-and-miik slep that is treditisna] with canary breeders. Birde do
nrt Viba sisanv food and # hetber way it to give scramblied egq, ths texturs
of which 13 naintshle to most dirds. Egq is used es & comparison standerd for
the evaluation of smino-scids in feods. The differsnce betwsen animal snd
niant prateins evxplaine uby smnll safthille heve chicks that leave the nest
in 8 kg 17 days. whersas finch chicka, fed mostly or entirely, on ssed, teks
lonasr. Howaver, the different groups are sttuned to thie and giving finch
chicks surplug protein will net shertsn ths flsdging time from nerme], though
s defizisncy may proleng it

4 comman and visibis deficisncy of certain amino-acids ehowe up &
thin, defective feathering, with "fault-bers’ (stress-merke) ecrsas the
larasr wing and £ail festhers. The curs for this is mat te step up the total
arotein istake, but to supply small smounts of the deficient amino-scid{n).
The guglity of protein and the volume suppiied is whai miters, nst the
sctys) percentege in any given food. For the record, the sverege insect is
shout 184 protsin, whife cersel soods sverage 12-13% and oil sseds plue or
wingg 218, the Istter twp of mors emino-acide than insect protein.

YITANINS are compounde vhich sre required in Liny gquantities for the
growth snd msintensnce of life. Sows of these mey be synthesized in the bedy,




bt most are of distary origin. The vitamins that are most difficett to
. =npply to seed-peters sre the anes found diseoived in anieal fets, thet is
vitsmins & end D. Tha other water-soluble ones are ysually reedily svaileble
from the normal dist. ¥itewin A precarsors are found in yellow, red end green
vegetabies {leaves and roots] but are lecking in eeed. These precursors are
canverted to yitsmin A in the body. ¥itawin D is more of e problem. Leck of
this is 1 csuse of failed chicks with rickets, showing up as rubbery,
iufarmed or hroken limbe, snd distorted rib-csges with sttandent breething
problems. 4 shortege of this vitemin also ceuses deficient ag9g shells.
Yitamin D is found in wilk snd butter and, conveniently, ie added to
ma~gerine or "spreads” as they are now called, but only if it says so on the
{shal Manufpeturers are getbing chintzy novedays and the only one that fills
the hil} in these aarts is “Slue Bonmet”. The traditional source of Yitemin O
fone & 3lse} yas cod 1iver oil, whirh is unpalatable, mesay, smells sxful and
anes rangid enigkly, but it is of great dietary value if you keep Rirds thet
wilt agi i+ ik nenewins, Surplus water-solghle vitaming, {ike the 8 group,
sre excrated iamadistely after the food is digested. but excess of the fat-
selnhle & wnd § sre stored in the Tivar and can supply the body for months
after distary tntake has stopped. ¥itaming are commonly added to drinking
water. pfter nevmanantly and this is grossly in excess of needs. Often these
sdditives do nat contain the fat-gofuble onas that are neadsd. in theery. an
cycpes pf witemins gnd ainerals es well an a ghortage, can cause problems.

MINERALS. Well, everybody knows what minertls are. The main problem
aee s ralgium, again for seed-eeters. But often an apparent caleivm
deficiency, 82 in the shove mantioned rickets and fregile or seft eggshalls,
it due tn Tack of vitamin D, eo make sure the birds are getting both. Vitawin
n monitors the intake and ute of calcium and phosphorus which are the txo
main mingrals in bone and shell. Apart from these two, all cther winerals are
requiead anlv in very amell or trace quantities end era only 2 problem under
exceptional circomstances.

oy from the very little we have learned in ¢ fov minutes, we can
discuss the subject of autrition with confidence - rather Tike the averege
ppfitininm,

tagds can he divided into cersels and oil seede. One type of seed in
s arpup i§ mueh the seme ag another tyoe in the same group, nutritionally
spashine, Gilseeds provide more than twica the energy of cereais. Of course,
nirds have prefarencas due to the diffarent shapas end sires of seeds, but
they =un lasrn to eat non-preferred kinds. As an experiment canaries were
kept hprs and bred succassfully, first on 8 canarysesd-free diet, then on a
comoletaly cond-fres dist. If one betch of, say, spray willat is composed of
r3ther skimoy seeds, while anothar betch has Targe plusp onee, the pird will
sinply eat two of tha first to one of the second until it is satisfied, so
don't pay too muck mors for fet seeds, an any apparent advantage will be onty
tn the eve of the beholder.

¥ tnow thet seeds sre deficient in caleium, Iysine and vitaming A
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finest culllebone avdilable!
smicilt 6%-77 o medium 771 « umbo 113" « mixed sizes

Sibs. af $3.90perib. =§19,580
101bs. af $3.00 perib. = $30.00

All orders propaid and shipped frelghf collect  odarSbs)

wé aiso feature ﬂUlCO

Lory and Sofibill Diefs

& KAYTEE'S
£XACT Nureition %

LORY LIFE LORY LIFE NECTAR

3s $1390 « 61, 52650 3bs. §35.00 « &1, $67.50
Qiso other softbil diets avolable,
With acioltion of fresh frults, thete are complote clots,

SPRAY MILLET 5. — $15.00 ccsosmighemisa

SOAK & COQK for parrots e
CUTTLEBONE PLUS
P.CLBox 305 Faltbrook, CA 92028
(619) 731-2242

Dick Schroeder e breader of sofibils, rare losies, and pet porots
Orders Only (800) 747-9878 » FAX (618) 731-0403
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BIRDEBOOKS

“flvian Speciation in Tropical South America™

ti -turgen (laffer 390 pages. Few color illostrations.
1971 IHith a systematic snroey at the toncans & Jacamnars.

turoloent 1t omprehoausire, 53900

“The Birder s Handhook™ ty ttotichiookin. and ihege
00 e, Nt Bpes oo s, feedgqog techidaoes, diel.
hierding types andanore ot o 500 spectes uf Nocth fhinerboan
hoads. No photos. Feor illusthintions., s 16.95

“Guide to Pet Birds™ hy hiewds (Simon & $1hoster)
319 Pages. Ouer 2060 aucelent enlor plates. Mostly finches. slzss

“"The Rainforest Book” tiy Scoft Lewis- Natoral Resoutces
lefense Council. 112 pages. Lists companies involued in fropicol
hainforest Defmrestation. Lists companies innvlued in saving the
mintornsis. lists andinnisuat te(monce materials and mote.

N colot illustrantinnms. 5595
"The phatogrophic guide to Birds of the Waorld™

tiy Perrins/Gosler. 384 pages. Uuver 1300 excellent cotor plates |

IFatge. linpih oney, .
28.00
"The Birds of South Aimerica™ by Ridgety and 1udar 5
516 pages. Hardcner. Beer 4201 colar illustrations. Beer 100
cotor illustrations of Tanagers. Hiso has solitaires. siskins, jays,
and mote. Each specie has disttibution map.

$65.00

Orters Intoling oaer $ 25.00..0re pay shipping & baodling.
Ordees bess Tl $ 29200 pdd ABE tae shinpog G handling.
NYS yesilonts wast il P sabes b

Send your shipping midiess iplease print clearigl.
Order braoks hy Title.

S$end check or money order noly. Nn cash.

fltow 3-8 business days to teceive ynue orler.
Muke checks or money orders payahle to -

AVALIGS REN C 5
127 BEFIANY RS TDEE i)



Superior Feeder Insects Since 1975

A LIVE FEEDER LARVAE ~~ '

: Common Housefly, Musca domestica
g Easy to keep and eat and they can’t bite back!

Affordable Value  Approximately 1000 per ounce,
i ' Live Delivery Guaranteed Refrigerator shelf life three weeks.
} Insectary raised on vegetarian substrate.
i User reference and information with first order.

2 - 12 cz. shipped via 2 day USPS Priority Mail To standard Box Fee of $4.95

hdd $2 per oz. Min. purchace 2 ounces at $9.95. Mhmmmm&
Orders of one pound and above shipped via UPS Next Day Air

1 pound, shipping included, $28 32
2 pounds, shipping inciuded, $40.64
Larger volume prices upon request.
VISA, Muster(.".ard American Express. Orders are shipped prepaid.

It - ——

Whole or ground Musca domestica larvae and pupae have many
applications and are easily stored and used. One ounce minimum.

Skiplo’s™ Insect Augmented Avian Suppllments

EGG MEAL, ground seeds, powdesred egg yolk & dried larvae.
FINCHMIX, ground seeds, greens & dried larvee.
FINCH BREEDER MIX, lilke above with many more insects.

FRUIT, GRAIN & INSECT, chopped dried apples (22% moisture), ground millet
and dry powdered larvas.

FRUIT & INSECT, chopped dried apples (22% moisture}, insects.
Cne, five and ten pound bags. Catalogue malled upon request.

Skipio’s SOYA-MUSCA ™
A compound of low salt soy protein concentrate, dried
ground Musca domestica larvae and spirulina. Also avail-
able with bee pollen. Serve as free cholce food, as addltive
to other wet or dry mixtures or dust frults and vegetables.

Cockerum Oregon Insects Corp. ( COICOR )
Post Office Box 714 Tillamook, OR 97141-0714

503/ 842 - 5988 FAX 503/ 842-6059




Leg banding Procedure

courtesy of the

NATLONAL FINCH SOC1LETY |

The most important thing to remember when banding
chicks ia to do it over a counter or table go if
the chick is dropped it doesn't fal] to the floor.
The age to band varies betveen species but is
generally between 5 and 10 days. You can tell by
looking at the ankTe joint (the joint where the
toes come together) and the size of the band.

Have the bands, 2 toothpick (or other amall blunt
instrument) and sowe Tubricant ready. 8e aure you
have the banda "right side up” for easier reading.

The band is generzlly placed on the birds' right
leg. Banding just before the parents go to roost in
the eveing will prevent them fros picking at the
band. By the next morning they will have forgotten
shout it,

Hold the chick firely but in auch a way as to not
cut off its" breathing and so that you don't hars
it. Remember, their bodies cannot tolerate
compression. Put a !ittle bit of lubricant on the
chicks’ foot and slide the band over the three
front toes and finally over the ankle joint, The
back toe will probably have to be gently pried out
from under the band with a toothpick. The band now
should be in the proper Tocation between the ankle
and the elbow joints.

Check on the chick the next fex days to be sure
that the band has not alipped off and that there
are no scrapes or irritationa on the foot or Teg.,

R
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GUIDE TO ORDERING 1991 MATIDONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY CLDSED LEG BANDS

Thanks to the vork done by the Band Size Cosmittee we are able to offer an
expanded list of suggested sizes for more species of finches and softbills.
We're hoping to get more updates froa societies overseas in 1991, ¥e also
velcoae meabers suggestions for the list.

SIIE  TD FIT LEGS OF;

A Saafl Waxbills, Ovls, Stravherry, Orange-cheeks, Red-ears, Gold-
breasted, Quail Finch.

B Cordon Bleu, Black-cheeked Waxbills, Fire, Cuban Melodious, Dlive,
Lavenders, Rufous-backed Mannikin and others.

€ Blue Caps, Green Singers, Silverbills, Stars, Shafttails, Cherry,
Red-headed Parrot, Painted, Heck's, Pileated, Grey Singers,
Pytilias, Bronze-ving and Black and White Mannikin,

D ebras, Souldians, Pictorellas, Yellow-rumps, Chestnut-breasted,
Blue-faced Parrot, Pintail Nonpareil, most other Parrot finches,
sost smaller Mannikins and aost Twin Spets,

£ Society, Spice, Siskins, Golden Song Sparrows, Diamond Sparrows,
Huns, Peter's Twin Spots and Black Crested Finches.

§ Magpie Mannikins, and other large Mannikins, European Goldfinch and
small Tanagers,

J Pekin Robin, Silver-eared Mesias and other small softbills.
K Java Rice, Shama Thrush, Saffron and Red-crested Cardinal.
L Dizaond Doves, other saagll doves, Quail and other softhills.




NFS BAND ORDER_ FORM 1993

MAIL TO: DENISE CAPAZZI
976 LONG CCVE ROAD
GALES FERRY, CT (06335
PHONE (203) 464 6961

KES offers, to members only, closed traceable aluminum bands.
tvailable only in the NFS color of the year. Engraved with the initials "NFS",
size code, year and number. Mo choice of numbers. A1T crders recorded for
permanent reference.

Rands may be ordered in strings of ten, all same size, at 1 cost of
$2.15 per string, no shipping charge. Anticipate your needs to avoid re-orders,

ROTE: Due to increasing Tosses in shipmest, please include .73 for
postal insurance on orders up to §5¢, $1.60 for orders over $50 up to §100, and
$2.40 for orders over $100. if you choose not to include this sum NFS will not
be rasponsible for replacement of bands Tost in shipment.

SHE ¥ OF STRINGS S17E ¥ OF STRINGS
A - ¢ -
R N J -
c - X —_
] L

T

See expanded list of sizes
recommended for particular species

Total ¥ of strings r $2.7% - + postal insurance S

total amount enclosed

NARE MEMBERSHIP #

STREET__

CITY

STATE Itp - PHONE

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE NATIONAL FINCH AKD SOFTHILL SOCIETY.
»




THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

1993 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

There are only two reguirements that your club will have to meet.

*

select a delegate to represent your club in dealing with
NFS. That delegate must be an individual member of NFS
who is willing to keep in touch with the Home Office and
supply information on your show date, etc.

send the appropriate fee, the Delegate Information Form,
and this form to the address at the bottom by June 30,1993

service/Breeder Award Plague - §25.00

This is designed for clubs that do not have shows. Your
benefits include all the educational publications of the
society. Also, in October of your affiliation year, you
will receive a beautiful 7" x 9" plague for your club.
This plague can be a service or breeder award for one of
your members. {Need not be an NFS Member.) Requests for
the wording on the plague must be received hy NFS no later
than June 30, 19%3.

Best In Show Plague - $25.00
A 7" x 9" plague that is given to the Best Finch or
Softbill in Division at your show.

Second Best In Show Plaque -~ $25.00
A 6" x 8" plague that is given to the Second Best Finch or
Softbill in Division at your show.

Third Best In Show Plague - 525.04
A 6" x BY plague that is given to the Third Best Finch or
Softbill in Division at your show.

Best Softbill in Show Plaque - $25.00

A 67 x 8" plague that is given to the Best Softbill in
Division at your show.

Rosettes - 525.00

10 long streamer rosettes for the ten best Finches or
Softbills in Division, plus 3 rosettes for the three best
Unflighted in Division at your show-

Please place a check mark with the award{s) your club wants to
order and send this application, along with a check for the
proper amount made payable to NTs, to: The National Finch and
Softbill Society, Affiliation Director, c/fo Russell A. Armitage,
Jr., 345 Bosten PRoad, Middletown, CT 06457

CLUB NAME:

DELEGATE’S NAME:
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Championship
[ xhibitors

EXHIBITORS ©OF

Alvin and Dixie Lea
Pat & Mary Krichten

Patrick Vance

CcCHAMP L ONSH I P

) . Total
Points Points
EXCELLENCE
165 296
124 268
17 226

EXHIEI TORS

Virginia Patrick
Stephen Hoppin

Gene Miller

‘Rick Szlachta

Marvin Yoder

Brad and Deb Clark

117 135
105 393
85 552
16 159
65 266
56 126




amd B *»a!rnra« vhrch tre easiiy &a;t and canloniy asaé are doficient In
rrlrigm and vitwmin P sithough: the prasence of thess and other elanuats ire,
te 1 cartgin extent, affsctéd §§ st ihs reaivorms are fod upon,
s countaract these ﬁefzctencﬁes. people use all sorts of methods,
whish sc pyre af *h-{fua of bird keeping, Fgq supnl:es 211 of the shove if
e Seoachiad jsiegnidst hub mashed bniled pde % oriwhatevar tokes your -
sarev, will do. £gq, however spoils Guickly in hat westher . or svas just’
gries up. Hover feed raw sgas to birds, Heat it ‘in the micramave first to
dastray danserous organises,. ey ialaenel¥§ thit may be pressnt,
gonthar way ig to sprinkle on food & multi-element sdditive, ops in
which the ist of ingredients goes off the Isbe! anto the floor. It may bs
unecnramresd ar dofffeult to give this way bectuse it falls off, and it is
totally useless to spriakle it on wsed {you can Figure out why yanraaff of
you choulda’t be keeping birds!). Dark sreen vegetshies supply vitawin A -
{precursors}, B qroup vitaming and C, but nof D, and ars s good source or
mipersls, Prageicas {the cabbace femify) are qaod for caleium. Note that?paen
Popeye waz toubing: sa;nacb, it was not then realized that the relstively”
Tarae ~wnunts of calniom in the vegetable were in an insoluble, indigestible,
and therafore totally useless form. A1so note that Tettuce supplise moisture
and sepe horedom relicf and little else, although the latter is not to be
daerred. Froit, in-genersl, is 2 nseful source of vitaming and miserals for
Bards that will pxt it o
The sustem used by the suthor is to feed marqarine and paanut
butter, spresd liberally on bresd {one on each side} and chopped. Seed-edters
rat thic readily and will feed it to chicke, Softbills like it too, and for
fapding chicke, menlworms can be smearsd with narqarine then sprinklied with «
wtlti-powder, The anly dissdvantage to the "sindwich” is that is driss g in
hot wasther but s the elements contain preservatives, it doas not epoil.’
topereat iy lvsine 19 nresent somexbers in the above, although it is not -
Fisted on “spread” or pesnut-butter labels, because one can raise fine chicks
ou 3t in the sprepd, vitamin A iy plaatrfﬁ¥ birds nesd x fot - and Vltiﬂ!n
D i3 present in some brands. Bresd ie enriched with caleium in the bakerr and
neynat tuttor cupalies protein and fats for-eneryy; ds does the wirgaring;
Because of the huge food intake ralative to body weight, birde wake good liss
ef the small amounts of cafciom in the wargarine; asiwell sy the dany :
titamtas and pinavals present in the mixturs, |f desired, additive powder
3¢ sanveriantly be incorporated in the sandwich:wirbure whn birds are
Hyira, f«»d;ac chicks. or moulting,

“arn it should be stracsed that !eying hene must ast large
Aantifrac of the hast foad. afapa yith crushed ssgchall, tn lay sagily aad
Mo Res ity ptektinge . Fuilurs to sppracinte this !eaﬁs tn eag-bindifa,
qa-;ainznud dard-in-shail, or chicks dying upon hatching, & jot of 3 siad
Raz henn tathed shant varying &uaidrty sto. 18 the-cause of - ¢aad~1n-aﬁ
But thi Frovér- FRAdTRG AF ERE BOR RERSERLTY BOER BB T R mis lmu
Ragleried before snd is nov attended to, look for dramatic inprovessst, no
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matter what the wasther!

the shove remarts are wostly directed at finch-keepers but for both
our softhill resders, they apply equally well. If you want to raise difficalt
softhille, use the compleat softhill food”; - grasshoppers. Note that
erickets are not 2 substitute, 1f you want to get inte the 'world-first’
rlass, try hreeding Orpackers, which fHive sxclusively on bicks snd blood from
the hides of Taree African grazing animsls. First you buy g Zebra, ..., ..

Woard WaxbiTis? That wes a misprint for NaxWINGS. "hey are the
easinct of Tt biods tn raise Just give thew bowlfulls of hard berries. You
dan"t avan naed 2 varisty, hofly is just fine, Obviously 211 the elements ya
discussed are found in hard berries, for & clatch of six ¥arwings was raised
exctusively an bollyherries from a handv tree in the garden, Here is onr
chance to launch 2 soon-to-be-classical saying: "The bird can live by
{hnllyYharriee alnan”

CAGES AT
REASONARBRLE
PRICES

SPECIALTY
¥ e

* Custom Cage Systems

(Powder Coat Option)

Bhow Cages

Replacement Trays

Hospital Cages

Aluminum Nest Boxes

Built to Your Specifications

LA 2B 2

Call or Rrite For
Prices or Custom Quotes:

POUOLAS BIRD & SUOPPLY
315 B. Bellars St,
Douglas, GA 31533
(912) 384-0087
I ) , _—
4 _
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NEW FINCHSHOP ITEMS !'?

#1. The nev Gouldian and NFS Logo Pin. Very
ni¢m FILL color Red-headed male Gouldian,

Purple band around edge, gold letters. White
background behind bird. Sase "stick-pin® back
as the previous model. $6.00,

#2. This is the design that is approxisately
10" vide on the aev T-shirts, The Shafttail is
vhite, outlined in black, red beak and legs and
the lattering is blue. Sharp' The shirts are
100X cotton, Sizes M, L, XL a few XXL. $15.00.

#3. MHandy water bottle, Makes it easy to

refill those shov cage vater cups. Keeps vater
from home fresh vhile you travel. Holds 18 oz,
NFS logo on both sides. Clear plastic. 46,00

AND...Bruce, the cut and paste master, got thes
all on one page' Hooray!' The Editor,




__________________________________________________________________________________

FOR SALE:  @ouldians. Waxbills, Parrot Finches and Owls. A1l domestically bred.
tainey Clatlin and john Bikates (MA} £17-891-4056. mad3

FOR SALE: PRed-theek Cordon Bleus, Owls and Gouldians and | male Peter's
Twinsnot.  neelvn Henry (WY) (914) 849-715%5 Aj

RUARANTEED. Your softbills will love Dr. 0's Spicey Plant-Pro™ dists. Order
1-1 connd oackages for $10. inciudes postage. Your choice of Sweet Onion,
Paprika. Marjoram, or Hot Pepper. Two years of taste testing for these fiavered
rompiste diets. Call 1-800-342-04ET {3438). Accept VISA. MC and 0i5C cards. Or
write to Avi-Sci. fnc,. P. 0. Box 599, Okemos, M1 48805, nd43

FOF SALE: srah guality Gouldizn chicks. AVl three head colors, white-hreasted
amt split tr white-breasted AND our first dilutes and yellows' #ill snie.
Arends Geesay. 'Pa3 (711 854 2604. m]

ADYANCED NEW 4Y)AN PRODUCTS: Seirulina, lactobacillus, drepared egq shells,
distomaceous 2arth with or without pyrethrum, AviBic, Box 115, Annandale, Vi
22003. (7031 256-2277%. ja

NFS SHOW CAGFS: 1 - assembled, painted $30; #2 - $35: #3 - $47. Cages are
too avality birch plywood. Exteriors are glass black, interiors your choice of
white. beige or Tight blue. Special cages for farger softbills as well as
budgies 2nd seme canaries afso available. Reasonable UPS shipping. Call or
wyrite: Mariene gyres. B36 1/2 McClane Farm Road, Washington, PA 15301

(472} 748 1384 aj

DIAMOND SHARROWS: Farent raised, unsexed. $50 each or 3 or more at $35 each.
Also 3 ¥hite-headed Nums, $35 for all. Sande (703) 869-1313. mj

AVIAN TRADER CLASSIFIEDS: Buy, seil, trade; Birds, Supplies, etc. Published
monthly. mailed first class nationwide. Subscription oniy $9.00 year. Ads 15
eents ser word. $7.00 minimum ad. Your 60 word ad rum for a fuil year including
subseription for only $45.00. Free subscriptions to Pet Shops, include
letterhead or businass card. We accept checks and YISA/NC, ATC, F. 0, Box 6215,
Dept. F. Traverse City. M| 49885-6215 Phone/Fax (616) $46-9317. i



BIRDS WANTED

WANTED: Orange-wing Pytilia (Pytilia afra) for captive breeding program. Call
Pat Krichten after 3 p.m. EST. (PR} (TI17) 632-8092.

WANTED: To trade or buy new biood, 8lue feced parrot finches. Jodie Devis,
(V) (703} T54-9643.

WANTED: & pair of Red-eared ¥axbills for FINCHSAVE. Willing to trade domestic
bred¢ banded young. Keith Frolkey, (NH} (603} &54-2520.

WANTER: Alae-qrey Tanager, (Threupis episcopus). | need e hen and want another
pair. Must he surgically sexed or praven. §renda Geesay, (71T} 854 2604,

WAKTFD: #Male Green-back Ywinspots. Ken or Caral Miller, (FL})
{313} 971 1190,

WANTFD:  Green Siskin Hen, Mary Cahow (W1} (719) 345-3487 or 344-§117,
WANTFD: iavender Finches, Bob Maddox (P&} (FIT) 632-7332.

WANTED: Siberisn Soldfinch hens, will also take a true pair. Linda 0ja, (VA)
{304} 872-9581,

WiLL Y OF TRADF: Rfue-faced Parrot Finches, Jodie Davis, (VA) {703) 754-
9643,

BIRDS FOR SALE

FINCHSAVE bred Srazilian Cardinals, $250 each. Also need new blood!ines. Edith
Bendleton, (FLY {913} 1332-138%,

FINCHSAVF bred Scalev-crowned ¥esvers, Silver-eared Mesias. Closed-banded. Will
trade for new hinadiipes, Jodie Davis, {VA) (703) T754-3643.

FOR SALE: Male Aurorz, male Strewberry, Feariy-headed Silverbills (2), pair
Bofd-bhraasted Waxhills, Orange-cheeked ¥axbill, male BTue-feced Parrot finch,
Angalan Cordon Blen {2}, ®ed-eers (2). Will sell or possibly interested in
mates for them. Mary Cahow, (Wi} {{715) 346-3487 (¥}, 344-6117 (H).

Strawberry finches, Jen Hawn, (¥A} {703} 330-4156.
&6



FINCHSAYE bred Diamond Sparrows, parent raised, unseved. $50 each, 3 or more

$3% each. White-headed Nuns. #35 for 1. Pekin Robins, $100 a pair. Sande,
(va) (701} 869-3313,

FOR SALE: 1997 domestically raised Scaly Crowned Weavers. lUnrelated pairs.

Adorable, feisty birds, but agree well with other species. Jodie Davis, (V4)
(703} 754-9641,

FOR SALE: Recently fledged St. telena Finches. Jan Hawn, VA (703} 330-4156
or {70%) 361-7198,

DISPLAY RFADY (PHOTO READY) AD COPY
FILL PAGE $ 35 PER ISSUE OR $ 144 PER YEAR
HALF PAGE % 20 PER ISSUE OR ¢ 95 PEP YFAR
BUSINESS CARD SIZF  $12/1SSUE--$50/YEAR

FINCHSAVE CLASSIFIEDS - FREE TO PARTICIPANTS.
OTHER C1 ASSIFIEDS ARE 15 CENTS PER WORD, PER ISSUE.

All advertising copy should be sent to:

Editor, NFS BULLETIN,
125 W. Jackson Street,
York, PA 17403-2265

All Pavments should be sent to:

Miki Sparzak,
517 01d North Point Road,
Baltimore, MD 21224

L))



BENEFITS OF JOINING
THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

Thé Mational Finch and Softbill Society is dedicated to the preservation of
all finch and softbill species.

f. Our bi-monthly Bulletin connects you with other finch and softbill
keepers around the country. It includes articles on diet, breeding,
sanagesent and the experiences of other aviculturists. NFS keeps you abreast
of the nevs on legislation.

2. NFS has a program nased "FIKCHSAVE'. The gozl is to establish and
saintain all finch and softbill species in Aserican aviculture. All seabers
are encouraged to enhance the propagation of finches and softbills.

3. NFS maintains an annual census that can conmect you vith other
breeders for the purpose of exchanging inforsation or breeding stock.

4. NFS offers, to seabers, closed, traceable, leg bands.

5. NFS has an affiliation program. Your club can affiliate and receive
plagues and rosettes as show avards. Non-show clubs can affiliate and receive
service avards for sembers. Speakers are available, with slide prograas that
feature finches ang softbills.

‘6. Each year NFS holds a National shov. All seabers are encouraged to atiend
and participate. An International Patronagm Exchange brings awards from
foreign countries.

7. NFS has a Judges Panel, composed of individuals vho have completed the
apprenticeship program, All judge by the NFS Standard of Judging, are
approved by the Board of Directors and are available to local clubs.

8. NFS has astablished exhibitjon standards for; Cordon Bleu Naxbills,
Gouldians, Green Singing Finches, Java Rice Birds, Shafttails, Society
Finches and Zebra Finch Standards. Laveaders, Star Finckes, Fire Finchrs,
Diasond Sparrovs and Pekin Robin Standards are nov “in the works'.

9. WS sponsors a "Champioaship Exkibitor™ avard program and a
*Chaspionship Bird" program. Both revard high achievesents on the show bench.

“11. *Finchshop®, the sales division, offers various itess for sale to
seabers. The profits are used to support the Society’s other programs.

J0IN NITH . N APPLICATION . Y !
4



A

WESE

B
THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTEILL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NANE

ADDRESS

CITY GTATE 1P

FHONE MUNBER NEN MBSHP ;___ RENEWAL ____

CHECK ONE: Single-$13.___  Dual-420.___ Junior-47.30___ (Under 16 yrs.)

Piease list second nase for dual sembership.

Canadian and foreign subscriptions are mailed first class.
Please send US funds. Canadian, add $5.00, foreign, add $10.00.

Flease give us sose more information about you !

[Species of finches and softhills you are interested in:

Flease check the topics that are most interesting to you in the Bulletin:

nutrition breeding

sanagesent ____ exhibition

conservation classified ads NFS news & notes

MAIL TO: MIKI SPARZAK
517 01d North Point Road
Baltimore, MD 21224

R ¢/a NFS Membership Services

49
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THE TOTAL DIET

A Scientificallfr Designed Blend of Vitamins, Minerals and
Nutrients to Help Insure an Active, Healthy Life for your Bird

TROPICAN

PARROT GRANULES + COCKATIEL GRANULES +BREEDING DIET

UNIQUE FORMULATION
-Natural Fruit Flavors for Optimum
Palatability

-Includes famuliar sngredients and tastes
for easier pellet conversion

-Contains All Vitamins, Minerals.
Aming acids and other nutnents

waniE
required by birds é‘-_ﬁ%%
2=
EXCELLENT ‘5%5:
HAND-FEEDING FOOD ] A sl
-Better Growth g 5-_:-. ! ?_;é
-Faster maturation results in T e g =3
earlier weaning Ei
e A
TOTALLY EDIBLE EXTRUDED : 8"
UNIFORM FOOD o S
-Not a farm feed
-Lnigue processing

-Improves Digestibility and water holding
-Pasteurized ingredients

AVAILABLE
-No hulls or wasted unpalatable seeds
ProvidesPICKY EATERS: with a FROM YOUR
Fuily Balanced Diet LOCAL
PET DEALER

LOWER ADUIT INTAKE
-Greater Nutrient Density results in
lower water intake than with

other pellets Franvalypairte i

Deptritabeod
WS A Pl C Hegen |U 5.4 Carg
e 0.8




 T0 COMPLETE

UITRIMIN & NMINERAL INTAKE

AVitr0n® Delivers Eight

Essential Vitamins In The Bird's Waler.

These can be critical. Because birds use
vitamins rapidly and can't always rely on
seed to supply their needs.

Important B Complex vitamins. tor exam-
ple. are tound in seed hulls Uinfortunalely
the hulls usually erd up on the bottom af the
cage . .. along with the B Compiex vitamins. A
lack of B vitamirs may rasult in nervous ana
digestive disorders, curly toe paralysis and
weakness.

Some seed mixes, on the other hand. are
just vitamin poor. They lack quality and
proper seed variety, And even the very best
can loge thair potency during storage.
AVITRON helps make up for this by helping
to prevent problems such as impaired
vision, poor muscle development, unhealthy
skin, soft aggshells, rickets and excessive

n n ®
AV“T““ Supplies Six
Essential Minerals In Water Soluble Form.

That makes AVIMIN more eftective and
convenient than most other mineral supple-
rents such as cuttlebone. blocks and pow-
ders because the bird gets a balanced variety
51 minerals every time i drinks.

AVIBIN belps promate strong banes. sturdy
egashells, heatthy skin, balanced body tiund
and muscle tone. And aids in reducing the
possibility ot anemia. rickets, goiters and
slipped tendons due to mineral deticiency.

So fill your bird’s cup with
water, AVITRON and

AVIMIN. And let it drink to
good health.

bleeding due to
yitamin shortages. ‘-‘

Alsn Supies
assental
witarmins b
Cats. Gertuls.
Hamslers,
Mce, Hats

Lambert Kaye

~ CRANBURY, NEW JERSEY 08512-0187
s1



To purchase, fill out the form, check the items wanted, tota) the amount snd
send a check made out to NFS in the exact amount teo:
FINCHSHOF, cfo Pat & Mary Krichten, 412 E. Walnut St., Hanover, PA 17331
'f you need more information, call (717) 632 8092.

NFE¥W [ TEMS
_NFS PLASTIC WATER BOTTLE  § 6.00
¥ith an extension tube. Holds 1B oz
To fil1 show cage water dishes or
for you on that next marathon rus.

__NFS SFCOND OFFICHAL PIN. $ 5.00
NFE 1ogo and fed-headed Gouldian
Male. six colors, gold edge.

__NES NAKE BADGE $5.00
Print name at bottom of form.
Members only. '

__BULLETI® BACK ISSUES each § 2.50
ARy §ix issues $ 12.00
See January/February issue
for index of articies.

1885 alf § issues available.
1990 T-shirts. $ 15.00 1986 all & issues availfsble.
Lowhita Shafttail. "National Finch 1987 &Il & issues avaifable.
and Sofyai 1l Saciety™ in blye, 1988  all & 1issues avatlable.
‘0" wide logn, 103% cotten shirt. 198%  all & 1ssues available.
Sizes. M. L, %L and & few XiL. 1940 &1l § issues available.
soe-m-oZssosToTTo-IfISIITsI=sIIIIZICT 1991 211 § jssues zvailable.
_ P|G PEAKE L ITHOGRAPH § 50.00  _NFS OFFICTAL MUG §5.00
"tha Niamond Sparrow”, signed and NFS logo & Java Sparrow
numberad by the artist.
__NFS FIRST GFFICIAL FIK $ 5.00
SHOW CAGE BLUEPRINTS NFS Logo & Zebra Finch
_#1 Caae {Finchas up to and
including Zebras) & £.00  _NFS HANDBOQOK $ 12.00
_ #7 Cage (Finches laraer than
Tebras} $ 4.00 {T'S READY ' IT'S GREAT!
_¥3 Cage (Softbills} §4.00 Thanks to Martha ¥igmere & Jon
Hoffman. See the articie in this
__AT1 three cage plans $ 0.0 issba.
Name NFS Mbshp. No.
bddrage
Dty State Zip Phene

THANY YOU FOP SUPPORTING THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

ne



Forti-Diet’:
Better Nutrition From
- KAYTEE.

Kaytee's Forti- Instzad of merely Faytee nuintional There's no worry required 15 give
Dicte is significantly | “fortifying™ like the | expenis. Nurrients abour one being birds the righm
different. glsm.ﬁ others, essential are carefully mea- delicieot. Or one eombination of
cantly benier. The outtients are added sured and balanced | being overpowering. | nurriems they need.
Kaytee method of to Fori- Diet accord- | (0 interact at the The most important | Because onr added
fortifying a plain ing (o & precise benefil is the climi- | ontrieols arc eom-
geed diet is clearly scizotific formula nation of the guess- bined in an ideall
i ¥
recognized by developed by work normally sized ongget form.
leading avian author- . birds eonsume it
itics as 1he most e much more readil
effective and rf' ¥.
efficient manner a Manter of fact.
of fortification. ) [es1s prove
There's birds find the
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