THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER

s N

N




e o s mm mm Em mm mm wm mm EE W N A S mm s mm mm mm mm mm mlh M WE W mE A R M R SN SR mm s W
EE—E—R————E— R R

e e o N e e e e
==l S S 1

OPPICERS
~President.......... voo {T1T) 854 2604 ....Hzenda Gessery
1st Vice President.... (404) 254 1261 ....Ceci] Guahy
Ind Vice Pregident,... (502) 634 9240 ....Jon Hoffwan
3rd Vice President.... (203) 64% 8196 ....Jeff Brissette
§th Vice President.... (603) 878 £391 ....0r. A} Decoteau
{orresp. Secretary,... [408) 985 2712 ... Marty Von Raesfeld
Recordg. Secretary.... (203) 464 6961 ... 0enige Capassi

Treasurer,...... e 1203} 346 5875 ....Russell Armitage Jr.
APROINTED OPPICERS

Liaison dfficer....... 413} 734 7053 ....Pamela B, 8. Liddy
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Band Secretary........ 1703) 464 696) ....Denise Caparti

Promotions Officer.... {703) 672 1716 ....Jim Poxwell

Zoints Chalrman....... (603) 878 4391 ....Dr. Al Decotean

Membetship Services.,. {717} 188 0529 ,...Jerry MeCawley

Census Chairmal....... f217) 7714 5285 ....Tem Rood

awards Director..... . (203) 649 8220 ....Chris Vorenovitch
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Regron 2-Southeast..... {813) 997 2237 ....Stephen Hoppin
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Region 4-Nid-Hest...... (405) 382 7066 ....Gene Miller

Regilon S-Hountain...... {719) 574 1594 .., .Martha #igmere
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[ wamt to express my sincere gratitude and admiraztion to the staff and
minagement at:
Shyman/Heritage Printing Company
B, 0, Soxr 5165, York, PA 17405,

These are the fine folks who bave done this high-quality, reasonably priced
Bulletin for WFS members for years. They are also the folks who have turned
out these iast few 13sues 17 record time with no loss of quality, It is due to
their hard work that the Bulletin is now back on time and 1 want them to know
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ARE YOU A BIT TIMID ABDUT WRITING 7

fon Hoffean, our Secend Vice President, and vell-knows BIRD TALK colunist,
has volunteered to help you'! In a letter to ac Jon vrote, "siace sose people
are shy about writing and aren't comfortable about their ability to write,
perhaps they could subait the autline or sketch of what they vant to say, and
then 1 can put 1t into ad edited-fora of article for thea. The procedure
alght be that a breeder sends se the information or calls se to discuss what
they vant te say. I then write it up and 1t goes back to the breeder for
approval, The breeder makes notes of any clarifications or requests for
changes and sends 1t back to me, | put it into a final form and send it to
the bulletin editor for publizatdion.®

This is a very generous offer and 1 hope sany meabers who have hesitated to

wite for the bulletin vill be contacting you soon Jon' Thanks. The £ditor.
Send your ideas to Jom at:

1226 8, 6th Street
Louisville, KY 40203 -
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Nounds, OK 74047
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N3l 2N
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DR. VAL CLEAR

1003 Nartin Drive
Anderson, IN 46012
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CLARENCE CULWELL

Rt. 3, Box 61-7
Springtown, TX 76082
(817} 523-356D

OR. A. E. DECOTEAU
P. 0. 80X 389
Groton, NA 01430
(603) B7B-4391
Panel Chairsan

DAREN DECOTEAY

P. 0. Box 389
Groton, MA 01450
(603) B78-4391

RODDY GABEL

BOO Bist Avenue

Silver Spring, NO 20910
(301} S85-9647

BRENDA GEESEY

125 M. Jackson 5t.
York, PA 17401
{717y B54-2604

CECIL GUNBY

B12t Highway 34
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
(404} 234-1261

KENNETH GUNBY

8031 Highway 34
Sharpsburg, 6A 30277
(404) 251-2077

JON HOFFMAN

1226 §. &th St.
Lowisville, KY 49203
{302) 634 9240

STEPHEN HOPPIN
3836 Hidden Acres Circle
No. Ft. Neyers, FL 33903
(b13)y 997-2237

RAY JOHNSON

175 Stoneridge Way
Fayetteville, GA 30214
(404) 461-8b75

ELAYTON JGNES

P. 0. Box 265
Soquel, CA 95073
{408) 728-8676

HAL ¥. KOONTZ

2604 Aubura Ct.
Bakersfield, CA 93306
{B0S) B72-1063

JOSEPH KRAGER
24692 Paseo de Toronto
Yorba Linda, CA 32687
{714) 996-3538

BR1AN WANDERICH
4743 €. Hedges Ave.
Fresno, CA 93703
(209) 235-850B

JUANITA NC LALIN

2052 N, Fayettville 5t.
Ashehoro, K& 27203
(919} 495-3073

Judge Eseritus

CONRAD NEINERT
1212 € Cr, 300 §
Marsay, 1¥ 463B0
(219) 289-2873

WILLIAN 6. PARLEE

P, D. Box 18607

E. Hartford, CT O0&11B
{203) 52B-145B

NARTY VOGN RAESFELD
1135 Chapaan 5t,
San Jose, CA

(40B) 985-2712
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GEDRGE BARREN PAIL 5. WILLIANS
28 Chadwortk Crescest 703 Bonmgal Drive

Paulsgrove, Papillion, ME 68046

Portsacutt, England (402) 339-871712

P06 4ET

MARTHA W1GNORE "MITE: For more information on the
2010 Wezel lircle

Colo. Springs, €0 80916 Judges' Panel, comtact Dr. Al

(719} M4-15H
Pecoteau, at the address above.

TD ALL CLUBS W@ WILL BE CONTACTENG AN NFS PANEL JUBGE:

PLEASE...Be sure that you are using this curreat list. It is up to date.
Sosetises addresses, phone nusbers, etc. change and all other lists are nov
invalid. Thank you for your attention to this.
Dr. &} Decoteau.
June §, 1991

Please reseaber that your "reneval date® is on your address labei. Check it
and please keep your aesbership and your correct address up to date. 1%'11

save tise and money if Russ doesn't have to send resinders to you.

RENEMALS AND ADDRESS CHAMBES SHOULD BE SENT TD:

NFS Meabership Services
Russell Arsitage, JR.
343 Boston Road
Hiddletown, CT 05457

bbb L e 11— = I 1 1 1 1

BAND SECRETARY IS MOVING '''!
NEW ADDRESS FOR:

Denise Capazzi, NFS5 Band Secretary
9 Eagle Ridge Drive

Gales Ferry cT 06335

New Phone: (203) 464 £961.

PLEASE MAKE A NDTE OF THIS '!':!
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Sleek & Sassy™
fresh & clean enriched garden diets
with fruits and vegies,

PLUS a complete Pellet
& Crumble Diet!

Sleek & Sassy Bird Diets contain only fresh, clean &
naturally nutritious ingredients! Vitamins, minerals, plus all
essential amino acidsl No food coloring or oil is added!
Sleek & Sassy Enriched Diets are blended specifically for
Suotic Birds so that health and longevity are enhanced!
Blended and packaged every week!

- Featuring Sleek & Sassym

S
GARDEN PINCH:

THCRERTRYTS:  ihite Wender Hillet. Golden German Nillet. Red Siberian Millet, Re-cleaned
Canarv Seed. Rape. Steel Cut Oat Groats, Niger, Flax, Naturally Dried Pruits and
Yegerahias -~ Ho Preservatives or Coloring Added.

FAILING ADDRESS: P. 0. BOX 1852

N y .
!. / W ORANGE, VA 22960 1
! UPS ADIRESS: 138 B. MAIN STREET

RUSINESS PHONR: (703 672 1716 ORMMGE, VA 22960




Superior Redar Ineects Since 1975
Live and Processed Musca domastica
Small, eye-catching, active, anxd raised on a vegetarian diet, Musca domastica
iarvae, the immature stage of the Common Housefly, are well suited for small
insectivorous birds. One pound of live larvae, approximately 10,000, wil) keep
nicely for at least two weeks under refrigeration: Shipped via UPS Next Day
hil’. m.mmmmﬂ u Y S T MAASE S B S IES, TH
Information, references and bulk prices on request.

Dehydrated larvae and pupae avalable

Skipio’s™ Aviary Suppliments
Insect Augmanted
Egz Meal fine ground grain, dried egg yolk and powdered fly larvae.

EinchMix favored ground grains, insects and dried greens.

Finck Breeder Mix a larger insect component in this mix.
mmm&ﬂmmwammmm&dmnym
Bruiz & Incect Mix a good choice for birds that don't need the grain in the mix,

COICOR P. O.Box 714  Tillamook, Oregon 971410714 Ph: (5003} 842-5068
VISA  Master Card  American Express

SPECIALTY
CAGES AT
igk REASONABLE :ig?
PRICES

* Custom Cage Systems

{Powder Coat Option)

Show Cages

Replacement Trays

Hospital Cages

Aluminum Nest Boxes

Built to Your Specifications

L2 B

Call or WFrite For
Prices or Custom Quotes:

CAGECO
315 E. Sellars st.
Douglas, GA 31533

(912) 384-0087

m
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A WORD TO SHOW COMMITTEES:

by Jon Hoffman

¥e afl know that mounting a bird show can ba difficult, axpansiva and
frustrating. Sometimes it almost seems as though everyone and everything are
conspiring to make your show & failure.

{ have recently heard from "usually reliable sources” that some show
committees have exparienced difficulties in dealing with Bird Talk, the
nagazine for which | write the monthly column "Show Notes”. The problems aeem
te invelve 1ncorrect information published in the show listings and an
apparent refuctence on the part of the gird Talk staff to make corrections.

How, | write the editorial (text) portion of the column, and | hava
nothing to do with the show Tistings, although some people seem to be under
the impression that those, teo, fall under my jurisdiction. | do, howavar,
know enough zbout the way Bird Talk cperates to do a little educating about
the practicalities of deafing with a publication like BT. And emerging with
some semblance of vour sanity intact.

First, here ars & few facts for the uninitiated:
i. 8T is one of several magazines, including Cat Fancy, Dog Norld and
wildbird, pubfished by Fancy Publications. While all these
publications are processed, printed and distributed by a single
outfit, each one is edited and asaembled by a small editorial staff.
Despite its size, circulation and general sleeknass, BT is pratty much
put together by four people. Four vary overworked paople.

2. Like most magazines with a large circulation, whan one isaue of BT
is on the stands, the next one is being printed.

3. BT is aimed at a general bird-owning public. While it manages to
touch a lot of bases {pet care, braeding, etc.), it is AT 2 show-
oriented publication. tn fact, a recent pol!l revaaled that "Show
Hotes” is probably the ieast popuiar featura of the magazine, although
the aditors deem it essential. Space in tha magazine is not created
for show listings; they are refegated to whatever space is availabla
far them.

4. BT receives a huge volume of mail, and since tha office is
understaffed and the employees all wear seventeen hats, occasionally
mail can get lost or delayed.

b



5. The printing schedule requires that any materia! aubmitted for
publication be received asveral months prior to the publication date
of the issue for which it is intended.

If you study these facts and think sbout thes for a while,
there sre cartein inescapable implications:

1. That office is busy. If you are so rash as to telephona, you will
be talking to one of those four hgrried editors who is probably on the verge
of & nervous collapss. §/he is very fragile and has probably been yalled at a
lot today. Perhaps by irate bird club members. Be courteous and GENTLE with
this person: tact and kindness will be etsentis] to the successful
completion of your mission.

2. If you write (instead of phoning) a friendly, politely-wordad
letter, you wili become part of the day's routine {opening the mail) rather
than an unwelcome intercuption. Writing can be more effective than s call,
aspectaliy if you include 3 word of appreciation for any extrs effort you
might cause,

3. If you write or call to make a correction in & show !isting,
rememser that the next issue is afready in press. Your correction cannot be
made until the issue after next &t the esrliest. 1t is unfortunate but true
that it may not be possibie to meke the corrsction in time for your show, but
there isn't a ot that can be done about that, and it is probably not the
fault of the peraon to whom you are speaking or writing. In the play Sister
Kary tanstius Explains ¢t ALl For You, we are told that God answers ell our
pravers; it's just that sometimes the answer is NO.

4. §ince the spsca for show listings is limited, yours may not appear
until fairly close to the show date. (f your announcemsent was [oat or delayed
in the mail, you may not know until it is too lete to insert z new listing.
That is Tousy, but not much can be dons sbout it.

5. if an error is made in your listing, it may be sms|l comfort to
know that the Tisting didn't cost you snything; but 1 have had similar
problems with publications thst do charge for listing shows.

6. Proofread your copy carefully. Not sl1 errors in liatings ere made
by the folks at BT, who sre, all in all, pretty good at what they do.

7. No one at BT or any other magazine wants to get your information
yrong; no one is out to sabotaga your show. No one likes, aither, to be the
besrer of bad nsws, 90 if someone has to tell you that thera is nothing that
can be done, that person is probably es unhappy about it as you are.

7
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. 0o KOT send show listings to me in the expactation that | can
somghoy facilitate the process. | can't. Al that happans when | gat shoy
announcemants is that it takea longsr for them to get to BT in Nission Viejo,
because | have to meil them back thars. If it isn't too late by than for the
publication deadline. it is somatimas & month or mora bafore | receive mail
sent to me in care of BT, so sending ahow listings to me may very well be the
kiss of death in terms of getting the information printad.

9. So, even if you send an announcement to BT in plenty of time, it
is praobably best to consider it as icing on the cake if the listing is
printed. Don't rely on 8T to publicize your show; consider our listings as
supplementary to your other publicity efforts.

16. Nemember that most of the information sent to 8T does get
printed correctiy and on time. Nistakes are rara, but they do happen from
time to time; sometimes they can be corrected and sometimee not.

Thanks Jon, both for tha spirited defense of hardwerking aditors and for the
valughle insights inte the world of “slick™ magazine publishing. 1'm sure
your comsents on the time-frame for printing and distribution apply to the
athar major magazines as well es BT,

70 ALL 1891 SHON MANAGERS: | bet that all of you are meking ¢ notebook to
hand to the 1392 show manager that is full of "things you must do” and
"things you must not do”. If you'd like to have 2 printout of this article to
inctude send & SASE to the home office eddress. The Editor.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Normal Zebra Male
NFS ¢ 302 1987

Bred, banded and exhibited to his
NFS Championship by

Tom Rood
this Normal Grey Iebra bas actnally accumulated more than 65 points in his
shaw career but some were won before ¥PS bagan tallying points for birds. He
went aver the 50 point requirement at tbe Springfisld Pet 8ird Club Shav in
bis 4th asason on the top bench,

9
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All advertising copy should be sent to:
Editor, NFS BULLETIN
125 W. Jackson Street
York, PA 17403-2265

All pPayments should be sent to:
Russell Armitage, JR.
345 Boston Road
Middletowmn, CT 06457
c/o NFS MEMBERSHIP SERVICES

T T I T ——
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PLEASE..... CONSIDER ADVERTISING AND ASKING THE

SUPPL IERS THAT YOU DEAL WITH TO CONSIDER ADVERTISING.
WE CIRCULATE 900 ISSUES 6 TIMES A YEAR TO DEDICATED
AND SPECIAL$ZED AVICULTURISTS. IT'S A GREAT

MARKETPLACE FOR BIRDS AND SUPPLIES !!!
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AVIAN TRADER CLASSIFIEDS

100% OF QUR SUBSCRIBERS READ THE CLASSIFIEDS!

* Buy, Sell Trade Your Birds. Equipment, Supplies, Elc.
* Subscriptions $7.00. Ads 35 cents e word or number.
* Ads due the 25th of each Menth. $7 Minimum per Ad.
* Ads can easily be updated and kept current with no

¢ penelty. No long waiting penod.

’ * Published Monthly. Mailed 1st Cless.

* We accept Checks and VISA/IMASTERCARD.

y " For Semple Copy send business size SASE.

] ‘\. P

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS and ADS to: ATC, P.O. Box 6215-NF,
Treverse City, Ml 49685-6215 Fax #(616) 946-9317

3
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NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY
AFFILIATES, DELEGATES AND SHOM DATES

THE MATTOMAL FINCM_AND SOFTBILL SOCIETYS' MATLDNAL SHOW: HNoveaber 14 - 17,
In conjunction with the 43rd National Cage-Bird Exhibition, hosted by the
Nid-West Cage Bird Club at the Hyatt Regency Hotel - Dearborn, Nichigan.
NES Panel Judge: Earl Courts, For information call ; Patrick Vance,
{313) 443 0b43. For hotel reservations: (313) 593 1234,

ALABANA
Central Alabaaa Avicultural Society; Danny Hall, (205) 431 B&O3
Showr Augest 30 - September 1, £991,

Heart of Dixie Canary Cluby Ireme Niller, (205) 449 4524
Shov: October 19, 1991  Mobile, AL Panel Judge: Stephen Hoppin

CALIFORNLA

Aviary Assn. of Kern Co.; Hal Keontz, (B0S) B72 1083
Show: Deceaber 7, 1991  Kern, CA  Panel Judge: Clayton Jones

Capito]l City Bird Society; Helen Caudle, (916} 933 1619
Show: October 19 - 20, 1991 Roseville, CA

Finch Society of San Diego County; Sharon Russell, {(&19) 274 2095

Fresno' Canary and Finch Society; Richard Lujan, (40B) 984 1433
Shows October 25 to 27, 1991 Fresno, CA Panel Judge: Joe Krader

Golden Gate Avian Society; Mary Payne, (413} 449 B719
Shov: Novesber 13 to 17, 1991 Tracy, CA Panel Judge: Marty VYon Raesfeld

San_Diego Bird Shov, Inc.; Janice Pritchard, (619} 442 1164
Shov: MNoveaber 2 % 3, 1991 Del MNar, CA Panel Judge: Brian Bimns

South Bay Bird Club; Gregory Adem, (213> 379 2416
Show: October 19, 1991 Lawndale, €A Panel Judge: Clarence Culwell

‘COLORARD

Colorade Cage Bird Association; Nartha Wigmore, (719) 574 1594
Regional Shows Oct. 13, 1991 Colorado Springs, CD Panel Judge: Martha Wigmore

Rocky Mowntain Society of Aviculture; Donald Locke, Jr. (303) 289 5721
Shov: MNoveaber 1 - 3, 1991 Denver, {0 Panel Judge: Narty von Raesfel?

11




CONMECTICUT
Connecticet Association for Aviculture; Chris Voronovitch, (203) 643 B220
Show: October 26, 1991 Oay's lan, Meridien, CT  Panel Judge: Jon Hoffean

New England Finch Fanciers; Russell Armitage, Jr., (203) 346 5873
Show: Novesber 30, 1391 East Hartford, CT Panel Judge: Breada Geesey

FLORIDA
Aviary & Cage Bird Society of South Florida; Len Brower (305) 331 3468
Regional Show: August 24, 1991 Ft. Lauderdale Fanel Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau

Exotic Bird Club of Florida; Walt Perry, (407) 632 7494
Shov: Noveaber 9, 1931 lndiatlantic, FL  Panel Judge: Stephen Hoppin

Florida State Fair Fxotic Bird Show: Claire Remo, (B13) 4B2 3332

Gold Coast All Birg Clubs Cynthia Patten, (407} 439 6382
Show: October 29, 1991 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Panel Judge: George Marren

Greater Brandon Avian Society, Inc,; Lillian Nount, (BI3) BB6 6492
Show: September 15, 1991 Tampa, FL  Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

Jacksonville Cage Bird Assn.; Jerri Weisenfeld, (904) 731 7173
Show: September 21, 1991 Jacksonville, FL  Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

Suncoast Avian Society: Joe Ventimiglia, (BI13) 392 9391
Hosting the KAYTEE GREAT AMERICAN BIRD SHOW, October 4th and Sth, 1331
Belleviev Nido Resort Hotel, Clearwater, FL Panel Judge: Stephen Hoppin

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society; Dale Laird, (407) &7 7989
Show: October 12, 1991 Orlando, FL Panel Judge: William Parlee

GEORGLA
Georyia Cage Bird Society; Cecil Gunby, (404} 234 1261
Showr Novesber 2, 1991 Atlanta, GA Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

HANALL

Honoluly Canary and Finch Club; Cynthia Pregana, (BOB) 436 3793

Show: Honelulu, H1 Panel Judge: Brian Binns
1LLINO1S

freater Chicago Cage Bird Club;  Jane Nuscato, (70B) 303 3043
Shov: HNoveaber 2, 1991 Rolling Neadow, 1L Panel Judge: Or. Al Decoteau

i2



Ilial Bird Fanciers: Toam Rood, - (217) 774 3265
Shov: HMay IB, 1991 Shalhyvilla, I Pasel Judge: Charles Anchor

Mational Institute Red-Orange Caparies; Catherina Wiegels, (219) 922 1146
Shovi Novesbar 29 - Gecamber 1, 1991 Elk Srove Village, IL

Panel Judge: Joa Hoffman

Springfield Pet Bird Club; Robert Hulf, (217) 522 4164
Show: Septesber 14, 1991 Springfield, 1L Panel Judgm: Dr, Val Clear

1HDIANA
Indiana Bird Famciers; Dr,Val Clear, (317) 642 0795
Show: October 12, 1991 Ft, Nayne, 1R Panel Judge: Cecil Gumby

Hest Central Indiana; Tom Rood, (217} 774 5265
Show: August 10, 1981  Terre Haute, IN Panel Judge: Jon Hof fman

109
Nid-Aserica Cage Bird Society; Rhoda Shirley, (515) 243 2255
Show: Dctober 5, 1991 Des Moines, 1A Panel Judge: Earl Courts

KANSAS
Kansas Avicultural Society; Marilyn Galvan, (316) 524 B128
Show: October 12, 1991 WMichita, K5 Panei Judge: Paul Williams

KENTUCKY
Central Kentucky Cage Bird Society; Mac lewis, (502} @95 3168

LOUISIANA
Sulf South Bird Club; Fvom Kruse, (504) 641 5510
Show: Dctober 18 - 20, 199t New Orleans, LA  Panel Judge: William Parlee

HARYLAND
Baltimore Bird fanciers; Deb Clark, (301} 242 8471
Show: October 19, 1991 Towson, WD Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

Naryland Cage Bird Asseciation; Theresa Browm, (301} 735 7652
Show: Septesber 28, 1991 Tisonium, ND Panel Judge: Roddy Gabel

| L E]
Hassachusetts Cage Bird Associatjon; Kim Rendigs, (508} 540 2248
Regional Show: Octobar 19, 1991 Mansfield, NA Panel Judge: Roddy Gable

Bostos Society For Avicylture; Demise Cabral, (S08) 586 3293
13




MICHIGAN
Mid-Michigan Biyd Club; Mary Tervilliger, {(517) 483 5893

Mid-Hest Cage Bird Club; Patrick Vamce, (313) 442 0643
Show: Hosting the National, November 14-18, 1991 Panel Judge: Earl Courts

Motor City Bird Breeders; Patrick Vance, (313) 443 0543
Regional Show: Oct. 26 & 27, 1991 Detroit, M! Pane! Judge: Conrad Meinert

Seciety of Canary and Finch Breeders; Bro. Anthony Michael, F.5.D.,
{bib} 243 0043. Show: Oct.13, 1991 Westland, I Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert

H1550UR1
Greater Kansag City Avicultural Society; Chris Hunsberger, (818) 451 5582
Shov: Gctober 19, 1991 Kansas City, M0 Pane! Judge: Cecil Gunby

Heartiand Canary and Finch Club; Ear! Courts, (BI6) 524 (921
Show: Dctober 26, 1991  Lavrence, KS  Panel Judge: Paul Williams

Kissouri Cage Bird Association; Dennis Burhans, (314) 441 8525
Show: MNovember 2, 1891 Eureka, MQ Panel Judge: Jon Hoffman

NEBRASKA
breater Dmaha Cage Bird Sogiety; Elbert Traylor, (402) 435 7886
Shov: Septesber 29, 1991 Omaha, K5 Panel Judge: Jon Noffman

HEW_JERSEY
South Jersey Bird Club; Raymond Passare, (201) 291 9224
Show: DBctober 5, {991 Panel Judge: Roddy Gabel

NEK HAMPSHIRE

Show: Septeaber 21, {991 Pane! Judge: Dr. Al Deceteau

Hev Hampshire Avicultural Society; Larry Delorenzo, (508) 927 5494
Show: {ctober 12, 1991 Hudson, N¥ Panel Judge: Jon Hoffaan

NEW YORK
Astoria Bird Club; Leslie Leber, (51B) 43{ 3267

Shov: MNoveaber 2, 1991 Hempstead, NY MNon-Pane! Judge

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association; Rena Rouse, (3{5) 252 7473
Show: September 21, 1991  Waterloo, NY Panel Judge: Or. Yal lear

i1



Rochester Cage Bird Club; Jeanne Murphy, (716) 288 2145 |
Show: Novesber 9, 1991  Rochester, NY Panel Judge: Cecil Sunby

NORTH 1NA _ '
Chardotte Metrolina Cage Bird Society; Wanda McCornick, (704) 825 197
Shov: Septesber 7 L B, 1991 Hosting the "Carolina Classic Bird Shov*, co-
hosted by the South Carolina 8ird Buddies and the Palmetto (S.C.) Bird Club.

Charlotte, NC Panel Judges: Sept. 7, Conrad Meinert and Sept. B, Earil
Courts.

L]
Cleveland Cage Bird Society; Msureen Mehozonek, (216) 234 7674
Show: October 12, 1931 Parma, OH Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

OKLAHOWA
Bird Fanciers of Oklahosa; Sene Miller, (403) 382 7066
Shov: Septesber 28, 1991 Oklahosa City, DX Panel Judge: Clarence Culvell

OKLAWOMA CAGE BIRD SOCIETY; Laura Bevley, (91B) 369 2580
Shov: October 26, 199! Tulsa, X Panel Judge: Llaura Beviey

PENNSYLVANIA
tral Peansylvania Cage Bird Society; Jerry AcCavley, (717) 288 0529
Shov: October 26, 1991 Casp Mill, PA Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

Bir ers; Kris Krongr, {(215) 628 4143
Shov: Septesber 14, 1991 King of Prussia, PA Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

Delgvare Valley Bird Cleb; Kris Kromer, (215) 628 4143
Shovi  Novesber 9, 1391 Moatgosery County, PA Panel Judge: Jon Hoffean

Greater Piktshyrgh Cage Bird Gucjety; Br. Lindsay Clack (412) 323 7235

Show: Novesber 2, 1991 Mashington, PA Pamel Judge: Rody Sabel

iladelphia Aviceltural Socjety; Rick Szlachta, (215) 635 2097
Shov: Woveaber 23, 1991 Intercowrse, PA Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

SOUTH CARDL WA
Palgetto Bird Club; Earl Owens, (803) 855 3193

South Carolina Bird Puddies; Earl Ovens, (BOT) 855 3193

Shou: Septesber 7 & 8, 1991 Charlotte, M Co-hosts of "Carolina Classjc”
v/ Charlotte Metrolina (M.C.). Panel Judges: Septesber 7, Conrad Meineri;
Septesber 8, Earl Courts.
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TEMNESSEE

Niddle Tennessee Cage Bird Club; Eva Buffey, (613) 361 3949
Show: October 26, 1991 Nashville, TK Pane! Judge: Ray Johnsow

TEXAS
Bay Area Cockatiel & Cage Bird Club; Karol Dees, (409) 737 1587
Show: Septesber 7, 1931 Galveston, TX Panel Judge: Ray Johnson

Capital City Cage Bird Club; Sarah Goodrich, (B17) 491 2535
Show: October 12, 1991  Austin, TX Pamel Judge: Marty Von Raesfeld

fort Worth Bird Club; Claremce Culwell, (BI7) 3523 5368
Show: Dctober 5 & 6, 1391 Fort Morth, TX Panel Judge: Narty Von Raesfeld

Texas Bird Breeders and Fanciers Assn; Clarence Calwell, ¢BI7) 523 5568
Show: Novesber 1 & 2, 1991 Killeen, TX Panel Judge:- {larence Culvell

Best Wings of Houston; Dan Easter, (713) B33 716l
Regional Show: Septesber 21, 1931 towston, TX Panel Judge: Ray Johnson

VIRGINIA
Peninsulz €age Bird Society;  Linda 0ja, (B04) B74 B3B1
Show: Septeaber 21, 1991  MNewport News, VA Panel Judge: Harold Bowles

NASNLNSTON - -
Northwest Exotic Bird Society; Mancy MNhite, {(208) 3523 3602

NISCONSIN

Badger Canary Club; Patrice Ripple, (414} 527 1980 '
Show: October 26, 1991 ng Creek, Nl _Panel Judge; Pawl Nilliams

flilvaukee Bird Society, Ltd.; Sué Feldstein, I .
Show: October 5, 1931 MNilwawkee, N1 Panel Judge: Ch;rles nchor

INTERMATIONAL AFFILIATES - : e
Budgerigar % Foreign Bird Society of Canada; John Bennett (416) 473 5612
Shov: Septesber 21, 1931 Toronto, Canada = Panel Jwdge: Brenda Geesey

CANADIAM NATIONAL SHON _ Pickering, Ontario _
Durhas Avicultural Society of Bntario; Vincent Noase, (416) . 723 197B

Show: Septesher 27 - 2%, 1991 Panel Judge: Nillias Parlee

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society; Alfred Nien, (519) 94B 639
Show: October 19 & 20, 1991 Non-Panel Judge: John Bennett
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Nev Zealand Finch Breeders; Wev Iesland, Mrs. E. M. Foster
Bueensland Finch Society; Dueensland, Australia Gavin Diet:

Lsbra Finch Society, England; Brian Bimns, Manchester, England

JO ALL DELEGATES AND JUDGES: Please read the list carefully!! If you see
errors or omissions please call me at (717) 854 2604 isaediately!

Thanks, Brenda.

HIGHEST QUALITY

LIVE PET FOOD

MAXIMUM NUTRITION

AQUARIUMS, AVIARIES, AND PET SHOPS

ADD K238 HANDUMO TO ANY ONDER PRGES 5.0.8. HAMKTON, OH
CONTACT US NOW FOR OUR LOWEST PRICE ON LARGE GUANTITIER!
1-600-222-3563 FAX: 513-873-5878

INCOHEORAILD

0. BOK HO0T—HALNLTON, Oru M015
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BEREEDING RUFOUS-BACKED MANNIKINS
({Lonchura bicolor subsp.)

by Roddy Gabel

In the fall nf 1988, I was in a local pet sbop and spotted an odd,
unfamiliar hird in a cage nf Bronte-winged Mannikins (Lomchura cncullata).
After returning bome, with mental notes on tbe hird's cnleration and markings
for reference. 1 searched throuph Goodwin's {1982) Estrildid Pinches of the
Forid until ! found the species whose description matched the hird in the shop
- the Rufous-hacked Mannikio. I promptly returned tn the shop and purchased
the bird which was sold as & "miniature Tri-cnlored Nun® which, indeed, tbey
do resemble. By August 1989, I had managed tn cbtain four mare nf these hirds
1t anecther shop,

Bates and Busenbark {1970) indicated that the Rufous-backed Mannikin
was rarely imported into the United States and gave this specias only cursery
traatment in their book. Similarly, other general avicultural texts qive only
2 hrief mention of this bird (Rogers, 1975 Martin, 1983). Goodwin {1982)
provzded come notes on captive breeding that cccurred in Germany, but the most
extenzive descripticns of courtship. behavior, nesting and other breeding
ckaracteristice. as well as mapagement of this species. were provided by
Borlase (1987). based on bis breeding success in New fealand.

Here ! describe my own experience in breeding tbis species, which may
constitute a first U. §. breeding.

Tazonnmy and Digtrihution: According to Goodwin (1982), Rufnus-
backed Macnikirs inciude three subspecies: f. 4. nigriceps, [. b, woltersi,
god 1. b, mimor. The latter two are distinguished from the first hy a darker
caloration and smaller sife. respectively. These suhspecies share species
status with the Black and #hite Mamnikins, Z. b. Bicoler, ©. b. peemsis. and
L. b stigmatothorar. which resemhle the Rufous-backed Mamnikin ezcept that
the black replaces all brown cnloration. Other cloge refatives are the Bronze-
vinged Mannikin and the much arqer Magpie Mannikin, Z. friagilloides.

Rufous-backed Mannikins generally inhabit open areas such as
grassiands. marshes, and other clearings, althougb they may be fourd in palm
groves and forested areas adjacent to open areas. Gengraphically, they etist
from southern Somali and Kenya southward to south Africa in eastern Afrieca.
lonchurs dieofor nigriceps is more widely distributed than tbe nther two
subspecies {Goodwin, 1982). Although it is mest likely that my hirds belfong to
the nigrzceps subspecies, this is pot a certainty.

Description: fThe Rufous-hacked Maonikin is slightiy nver three
jnozes iong and iz similar in sise and shape tn the more common Bronze-winged
¥annikin. The mantle. hack, wing coverts. and parts nf the sscondaries are a
darz. rieh, chestnut brown. ®ing coverts have straw-cnlored streaks along the
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feather sbafts that vary in intensity from bird to bird. The exposed edges of
the secondaries are barred with dnll white, reminiscent of the wing coloration
of the Owl Pinch (Peophils bichemowii}. the head, upper breast and tail are
blach, and the lower breast, abdomen and vent area are white, the flanks are
scalloped in black and wbite. The irides are dark brown. Legs and feet are
hlackish, and the bill is bjue-grer, almost silverr in appearamce. Sexes are
alike, Before tbey molt into adult plumage, juveniles are a grey-buff color on
the underparts and hrown above; flight feathers and the tail are an even
darker brown. The bill of young birds is also a dull black rather than the
adnlt color.

Diet: The birds receive z diet of z standard, commercial fineb seed
nirture and an eggfood mirture. The eqgfood consists of three hard-boiled {or
microwaved) eggs, three slices of whole-wbeat bread, two heaping teasposns of
95% soy protein powder, and two teasposos of Vionate powdered vitamin
supplement. These ingredients are combined and chopped to a fine, crombly
congistency in 2 food processor. Cuttlebone and crushed ayster shell are both
provided as sources of caleime for laying females and are available at ali
times. Fresh water is provided daily and is available continuously.

Breeding: The greatest difficulty in breeding Rufous-backed
Maooiking is distinguishing the sexes, Altbough tbe males do sing and perform
2 courtsbip ritual in the presence of females, these activities can he
difficult to observe and may not be exhibited by the birds in tbe presence of
humans. I have attempted to ser tbe hirds on the basis of bill size - male
wanoiking reputedly have z stonter, larger hill, attbough this can be
difficult to distingnish in hirds this small. A female in breeding condition
can atso looh fuller in the abdominal area, indicating the erpansion of the
reprodnetive tract in preparation for egg-!aying. However, these indicators
are not always reliable, and a2 presnmed pair nay never lay becanse thery are
twe males. or may lay lots of infertile eggs because they are both females.

The breeding cage I used was a large, wire-fronted, bor type cage
with a 20-vatt fluorescent tight in tbe top. The cage measures four feet wide
by three feet bigh by two feet deep. The light is on a timer set for 15 hours
of light per day {7 a.m. to 1¢ p.m.) year-round. Juniper branches were placed
in one end to provide cover and potential neat sites. Large and small domed
wicker nests were also placed in tbe cage to provide additicnal nest sites.
Pine dried grasses and strands of buriap were placed in the cage for nesting
material. The cage bottom was covered with about one inchb of small hardwoed
chips.

*hree wild-cangbt birds were placed in the cage together in the fall
of 1989, I believed these to be two males and a female. After z couple of
weehs, one of the males appeared to be harassing the other male, and the
subordinate male was removed. The remaining birds promptiy began oest-building
and constructed a nest in tbe juniper brancbes. The nest was
essentially 2 qrass sbeil lined with bnrlap and was covered over with an
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Breeding Rnfous-baeked Napnikins
entrance bole on one side,

A clutch of four eggs wns laid in early Decemper; nl] four wvere
infertile, The birds prodneed five more eggs in thn last veek of Decenber
1989, these eggs were all fertile and ail hatched gp Jsauary 13, 1990, the
chicks were reared without any live food or additisna] supplements other then
these described above, Pour chieks fledged at ahout 20 days of agn, bt
returned to the nest to roost, both during the day and at night, so they may
have actnally fledged a day or two earlier. the ehieks heeamn verr aetive and
inquisitive, and gradnally destroyed the "roof” of their nest, although they
continued to roost in tbe open-toppnd, cup-shaped platforn thst remained,
Rhile the chicks remained with them the parents attempted to re-lay twice, in
mid- and late Pehruary, but hoth times the chicha destroyed the nests and eggs
hecause of their constant activity and tendency to pich and tug on everything
10 the cage, These chichs were removed from tbe parents on Mnrch 3 and were
already showing signs of molting inte adult plomage. . By April 13, they had
completely molted and acquired their adult coloration,

Once the chicks were remaved, the parents imediateiy renested, this
time in one of the small wicker nests, which I had wedged in some juniper
branches, They laid a single eqq, which they failed to incuhate, This was
renoved. and beginning on March 20, six eqgs were laid, wbich were all
fertile. All six hatched {the first op Bpril §), and five chicks were reared
and tledged at 21 days, They had been closed-banded at two weeks of age, which
caused no disruption to their care and feeding,

. hnotber chich was later raised by the original pair while they were
housed with a pair of Gouldians and a pair of Shafttails in a cage similar to
the original breediny cage. At the time of tbis writing (Decemher 1990), 3
tenale from the second hrood and the suhordinate male from the original three
birds have bred and are rearing an unkmown tunber of young, They built a nest
{n juniper hranches in the upper back corner of the cage so that the top of
the cage forms the tap of the nest, They, too, are rearing tbeir young with no
live food or supplements cutside of the hasje breeding diet described earljer.

Final Comments: Rufous-backed Kanmikins appear to be relatively easy
te breed and tolerate normal disturbances sych a8 nest checks and cjoged-
banding of chicks. They do well on a fairly single diet, Yhey can he someghat
aggressive toward one another, however, and must he watched for signs of
fighting. Subordinate birds must he separated, ang oftep onty two hirds may be

. housed together at ome time. this aggression appears to oniy he aimed at

- others of the same species. Even small warbilis (e.q., Gold-breasted, Apandars
~subflara) do not seea to be bothered by tbem in group cages, '

I encourage others to breed tbese birds and other species that bave
been neglected in American aviculture because of their [ow cost, Khen
impartations of such species are halted, what a loss it will be if ‘we have
failed to estahlish them in our aviarjes!
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T v T e P o e B e
R i v e R T M iy e i i o B e T P i i et

NEW FINCHSAVE DIRECTOR

Linda Oja
268 Exeter Road
Newport News, VA 23602

(804) 874 8581.

M e T Al ke S iy i Y e e U
il e e e S o e e ke e e B B i T i i i T B

If you have previoosly emrolled in PINCASAVE and have not heen
reqularly in contact with the former director or if yoo have hesitated to
enroll I encotrage you to contact Linda now. She amd her group of assistapts
are working to sort oot the records and woold welcome an opdate from you. The
Board of Directors is hoping for a report at the November meeting and it would
he helpfol if yoo woold take the first step and introduce yourself to Lioda.
he Board thanks all who have tried in the past to make this program work and
vishes the new director and her group great success., They will need your help.

The Bditor.
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:::::::::::::::,:::::----:.---::-.-:::---------------::--_::----: -------------

THE 1991 NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL
SOCIETY CENSUS
OR - A CENSUS AS A SERVICE

by the President

Rell, OK - 1's asking for some of your time to fi[] ont 2 Eorm and I'm
asking you to mail it in aod to meet 2 deadline. But it really is a serviee
for you and for other NPS members.

Consider these points:

* do you need new blocdlines of a common species?

* do you have a "one-of-a-kind" species that you would sell to a good

heme. where it would have a mate?

* do you really oeed to find a mate for that great, bot aggressive,

bird who is lonely zod becomiog 2 praplem?

* 4o you want to find cut if your breeding success is rare or if

others are raising the same species?

*do you want to branch out into acotber species put enly if you can

find domestically raised stock?

* do you waot te cootridute to the poo! of inforsation that is needed

to help to prove that captive propagation is valuab]e?

TEE ANSRER - TBE CENSUS - A SERVICR!

In my personal opimion, the most valuable service the census can perforn
is to prove that we do raise significant nuabers of birds in captivity. The
botton Iine to those groups who doubt ouz abilities is the nombers. We nasd
to have a COMPLETR CENSS of all -the birds raised in 1991, By completing this
form you will provide 2 service to all avicaltnrists by showing the vast
nuebers of finches and softhills raised in 1981, WE NEED TO9R 1NpUY!

the second is identifying species that are not belng raised frequently
eocugh and linking those members whe are working with those species together
for the birds benefit.

The third most importaet is the “dating game” service - pairing up birds.

Mnd oot to be oeglected is the importaot service the Censes provides in
ootifying members about chieks for sale and trade,

I have dooe everything I cao to make this census form “user friendly”. If
you will just Iift this “centerfolq" gently off the staples, yon'll find that
the back is addressed to Tom Rood and that it yil] fold to form an acceptable
mailing format.

BELP FROVIOE TEIS SERVICE T0 TEE BIRDS, FOURSELP AKD ALL NPS MEMBERS

Please...fL1] out aad mail the ceasus form today!
) 22
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Name NFS Membership Number
Street City
State Zip - Telephone  ( ) -
4ttt =====================:======:r‘=========: ettt |
Name of Species, Mutation, Number in flock reeding |How many | Chicks
cammon: and/or type or color uccess? | raised |available?
scientific ICocks Hens Unk, in 19917
e I - .

PLEASE. . .LIST FINCHES AND SOFTBILLS ONLY !

Are you willing to exchange information with other NFS members? YES NO

Please check 'yes™ above. NFS will not publish or give out addresses, only phone numbers.
At this time when many species are becoming harder and harder to find, we feel it is
important that information be shared. If you want the information that you supply to be for
statistical purposes only, check "no".

TO HELP OUR DEVOTED VOLUNTEERS TO TABULATE THIS CENSUS AT A TIME THAT IS CONVENIENT
TO THEM WE MUST INSIST ON AN ABSOLUTE DEADLINE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF THIS FORM.

THIS CENSUS FORM MUST BE RECEIVED BY TOM ROOD ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 15, 1991.



THE PEKIN ROBIN
Leiothrix lutea
by Brenda Geesey

Severa] nf the frequently avsilahle snfthills are sn easy to maintaia
and se charming ss aviary inhahitants that they are pnpulac around the wnrid.
they are called softhills becanse their diet consists of snft foods rather
than hard seeds. Rithough their dist is completely different frem that ef
finches, for some species it can be very simple. Many have tslents as singers,
heautiful plumage with vivid celers aed charming persemalities that endear
them to all hird levers. the subject of this article, Leiothriz utes, the
Pekie Rebin, has all of the characteristics listed plus heing a hardy, smail
aed eon-sqgressive species.

If ever any bird has had s lot of unsuitable "commen” names is is
this bird. It bas heen called the Pekin Robin, Jspanese Rebin, #ill Robin,
Fed-billed Leiothriz, Chinese Nightiegale, lapaeese Kightingsle, Pekin
Nightingate, Bill 7it, sed prebably more. Despite these names, the bird is net
a Robin, eet a Wightingale, and eot a 7it. It isn't native to Japan, it's
range ise't confieed to China, and it deese’t inhabit the part of Chinz around
Pekieg. I have always thought that at least some of these names were invented
by folks who vanted to make the hird seem more mysterious . Since "Pekin
Rohie" seems te he the hest known of the commoe names, 1'll use it in this
article. My intent is to make the Pekin Rehin less mysterious, and hatter
uederstood. It is one ef my favorite species and I bope more avicultarists
will take the time te become better scquainted aed to keep and raise these
charmers. _

Werner Steieigewey, ie his excellen: boek "the New Snfthill ¥andhook”
gives the hest and most accurate descriptien of their distributien in Asia.
"the ¥inalayan area from Kasbmir in the west to Assam in the sonthesst:
western and northeastern Hurma snd northere Tonkin; from soutbern Cbinz
nortbward to Ssechusn and southern Sbensi and eastward te tbe Yangtse River
estuary.” :

Ther ste Passeriformes or pssserines, which meses that they are
nembers of tbe perching soeghird order. ¥bey are timaliidae Pamily members.
This is a large and very diverse family which includes more than 284 014
World (mostly Asistic) forest birds. This family has memhers with more
differeet shapes, sizes and coloratiens than practically aey cther avian
family. Some are as small as wrens, some as large as crows. Nost are noisy
hirds who travel the hrushland or woodland undergrowth ie small flocks. All
eat some insects, some also eat fruits andfor seeds. Al of this Family nest
oe or oear tbe ground. All have rather soft fluffy plumage and comparatively
large feet and legs. All have relatively short rounded wings that curve te hug
the hody. Nany timaliidae have great songs and many are brightly colared. This
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family is often called the Bahbler Family, a reference to the sounds they make
as they travel co and near the ground in search of food. Some have hecome
highly prized cage hirds around the world. Some of the earlier anthors said
that there are four suhspecies of Pekin Rohins. I can't find any modern
confirmation of that. 1In the wild, they travel in groups or small parties oet
of the hreeding season. In season, in pairs. Ther are fonnd at elevatiens from
5040 to 6000 feet, and perhaps as high as 5000 feet. Ther are on average,
about 6" to § 12" in length, I will adwit that they do remind me, {somewhat)
of ot native Rohins, in that they have approaimately the same hedy shape and
a similar large, dark eye, '

Pekin Robins are the most fregmently imported of all sefthills and
are very often an aviculturists first softhill species. They were onrs. They
are ideal for beginoing softhil! keepers as they're hardy once acclimated,
tasy to feed and not finicky ahout their diet. They're reasonahly priced, even
now. They're lively, inguisitive aod easily taught to take wealworms frem yonr
band. Por several years we had a pair flying free in our aviary and ther tosk
mealworms from our hands, from the dishes we had prepared for other hirds,
from the mealworm aguarium aod anywhere else they bhappened to find them. They
2150 kept our bagement ayiary free of spiders aod aoy fly daring enoegh to
invade their tervitory was the ohject of a tandem "search and destror”
pission. Their easy going nature and curiosity were reaily displayed to
advantage {n that free-flying setting. They were saldom mors than a foot or

“two from any activity and darted around, over and under the cages io some
really great displays of acrobatic flying. The male of that pair was
nndefeated io the softhill section of all the shows he entered in two seasons.
We had plans and bigh hopes for him in the Watiomal that year. Dnrimg the
season we had heen carefnl to lure him into a cage the day hefore a show, with
mealworms and a fresh dish of hath water. this time we forgot. Reginning at
the crack of dawn, {Bruce says slightly hefore), we pnrsued him and his hen
for nearly two hours. They seemed to think it was a great game. We never could
corner him and we went to the show without him. Dr. Val Clear descrihes them
as “"ahout the fastest hirds I koow short of humminghivds. It is no
exaggeration to say that you can he looking at a hird sitting easthonnd en a
twig, theo suddenly realize that he has switched tail and head while yon were
looking at him and is now westhouod.™ X lot of that went on during that chase.

Softhills, as a rule, are estremely lively and are happier in
aviaries although roomy cages are sometimes acceptahle. Small cages are too
confioing and too easily seciled. Phe Pekin Rohin, heing a small softhill makes
1 goed cage bird in roomy gnarters. | caonot imagine these hirds heing ahle to
get enough ezercise in amything smaller than 4' by 2° by 2' and that is
probably just barely emough room for a pair to hreed. If kept in a cage, ther
can he allowed free flight in 2 room for an hour or sc each day. Since ther
spend most of their time oo or near the ground, they will bop around the floor
aod perhaps investigate plants, without damaging them. They are easily lured
hark 1ntq confinement by bribery...mealworms in their food dish. Ther are
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quite hardy wheo acclimated. A friond of onrs bas kept them cutside near
Carlisle, Penosylvania year round for quite a fow years. Hia aviaries are
esclosod in hoavy gange plastie in tho viater and have a solid roof hat so
heat is sopplied. Bia birds ars in snperh condition. It might ho 2 gnod idea
if yoo plao as ontside aviary to snpply some aapplemental lightisg as
extending the dayleogth in the winter months will give the hirda a Jonger
perind oach day in which to fisd asd eat food. If you have an ontside flight
attached to-a huildisg, lights in the hnilding in tho evening will attract the
hirds inte tho shelter, which then can he clused for the night. Pekis Rohios
" can be kept safely in a mized collection nf smaller, seed eating hirds. They
are ngt aggressive tn smaller hirds but they will prohahly roh nests. They
are hest kept as pairs on their own, especially in their hreeding season. Theo
thoy may terrovite other hirds by tearisq nests apart and destruying the
others eggs and young. Althengh they cas't swallow eqgs whale, they will hold
ther duws with nse foot and peck them to pieces, Although, tu me, the most
attractive thing about them is their demeanor, their plumage is lovely, Their
beads are dark nlive shading gradually to grayish-nlive over their shoolders
and bachs. the outer fineline webs of the primary flight feathers are edged in
hright yellow with a deep rust-orange shade os about one-third of the innet
length. When the wings are folded this is an attractive and promineot featnre.
The remainder of the wiogs are dark elive green. The underparts are domisated
by a broad fan-shaped flare of bright yellow starting on the chin and
covering the throat. The lawer part of this yellow is a deep rust-orange and
extends down over the upper bresst. The lower breast shadea istn yellnw again
2ud the remzinisg usderparts are pale olive to pearly gray. The tail is
slightly forhed, with rounded ends, and is darker than the hody. The upper
tail coverts stand out, covering about one-third of the actual tail length of
two inches, giving a double-layered look. Tha beak is sharter than the shall,
oarrow and red on the outer half and dull hrownish-hlack at the hase. The eyes
are large and very dark, surrounded by & small area uf pale yellewish
feathering which alsc extends Forward to the junction of the mandibles. ost
als0 have a tiny bit of yellow on the forehead, The legs and feet are pinkish-
gray, quite sturdy and the feet are rather large for the hirds size. They are
frequent hathers, four or five times on a hot day if fresh water is supplied,
aod so their plumage is always immaculate and sacoth. Plumage colors will not
fade'in indoor captivity if the hirds diet is adequate in carotene and they
are receiving pleaty of light, plenty of erercise and a balanced diet.

- they are difficult to sex by the appearance of their plumage. Various
plumage differences bave been soggested, -but none are certain. The females are
gaid to have a paler shade of red on the beak and Iess of a flare to the
throat patch. Fo some cases the yellow is paler, but this is oot reliable. the
brightest orange-red oo the wing may he subdued on the Bens but, again this is
variabie and very subjective. Cocks are usually colored more brightly than
hens, hens often are paler with grayer lores, althougb 2 mature hen mav he
more brilliant than & ynusg coch. The sarest way to decide is by scng. ™
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cacks song is ubmistahable and quite different from the call of the hen. Cochs
sing and hens call and twitter. Yhe cock's song is varied and strong, pleasant
and not disturbingly lond. Dr. Vval Clear describes the semg as “the richest
and varmest fuil-throated warble of any of the commonly imported softbills, It
has muth the quality vith whicb an American Rehin greets the sun on am Rpril
morning after an all-might rain.” If a Pehin Rebim cock cam hear amother good
singér, ¢r z recording, of the same or different species, he cam and will
learn that song in addition to his own, If a true pair is separated the ben
vil} call with a high pitched "pee, pee, pee.” or "tea, tea, tea,” The cock
wil! answer with burst of seng. If heth birds call and nmeither sings, yon
probably have tvo hems. To my eve, the cochs also have a bolder, "cockier®
leok. and a more swaggering style of movement. Botb sexes do a scolding,
chattering "churr. churr, churr” that can centimme for guite a lomg time at if
they zra irritated by something or somehody. A pair we kept 1n 2 4" by 2’ by
2" cage in the dining room were always ammoyed if I put the electric
typewriter on the dining room table and often scolded me until I took the
offensive machine and retreated uostairs ! Although ther were thriving in this
zaqe and seemed to enjoy the high level of activity and traffie, those twe
fartors apparent!ly ithibited them from any attempts to breed in that location,

Thase hirds are undoubtedly happiest in pairs. They spend a lot of
tire side by side, aoften touching and sometimes overlapping each ather with
bietr wingg. leoking like $iamese twin bhirds. They spend a lot of time
preening each other and seem quite affectionate and quite deeply bonded. A
trye vair will do almest everything togetber, eating, bathing, sleeping, etc.
Even in a large aviary or im free flight in 2 room they #re seldok out of
cight of each other and heep in constant centact by calling, Ther will live
Far quite a few years. perhaps as long as 10 te 12 years.

In zature they feed on bherries, fruit and insects. In captivity they
should have a variety of fruit, livefood and otber soft foods witb balanced
atd relztizely high pratein. Do not averfeed mealworms. as they are high in
fat content. Certainly § tc & per bird per day i3 plenty! They are wiiling to
taste just shzut apything and many will eat dry dog, cat or monhey food that
has besn soaked and drained. particularly if it has been soahed in nectar or
fryzt -ypse. My softhill ezperts. ineluding Dr. Lindsay Clack, director of
the Pittshurgh Aviary. feel that ALL softbilled birds should be affered some
farm =f nectar. Fellowing bis advice. we mir a cup of ground dry dog foed with
1 cup of water. to which we add 2/3 cup of sugar and 1/3 cup of sy protein
:salate ar similar bigh protein supplement. A powdered vitamin-mineral
supplemert should be added and this can be frozen in ice cube trays amd a cube
defrosted for each pair each day. In 2 mixed collection of seed eaters Pekin
Rabing will swallow whole seeds, but they should never he fed on seed zlome.
Some individuals will eat mare fruit if it 1s finely diced. Most will eat
"egqfood” readily. {A mizture of bard-boiled eggs, say protein powder and
vitamins. ) Most love ant egys, bits of figs and of peas, greens, flies.
qrasshovpers, crickets. spiders, earwigs, smooth caterpillars, all ad Iib.
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fhey should be given berries as they come in season, including wild berries.
Oranges and soaked raisins are alsn faverites.

In the wild nests are often located very low, close te the ground, in
thick bushes. X pair is wost likely to hreed snccessfully in a planted aviary,
although many have heen raised in roomy cages. Including 2 clump of hamboo can
enceurage breeding activity as they use tbis in the wild. Por many years it
was believed that they would only hreed in the presence of running water.
¥hether this has a basis in fact is still debatable but having free access tn
hathing water is certainly important to the pairs. Runnming water sounds can
easily be simulated hy placing an aguarium {er even a bucket of water with a
hubhling filter) in the vicinity of the pair. Peace and quiet are essential
and tbey will tolerate very little cut of their ordinary routine and almest no
oest inspection. In captivity, tbey will accept a canary basket or other
larger basket for z foundatien. They will build 2 deep cup shaped nest of
coconut fiber, reeds, straw, hay, roects. dried leaves. stems, hark, moss and
fine twigs. Kests sbould be placed in seclusion. well-bidder from view.
Clutches are usually three or four eggs, hluisb-white with red or hrown
markiags. mostiy on the big end {alse described as light greenisb-blue with
reddish browo spots and streaks} Tocubatien is shared and is 13 te 14 days.
Some softbill keepers now believe that meaiworms should NOT he offered when
voung chicks are in the nest. It is possible that the mealvorms contain tes
much indigestible fiber andfor fat and should be replaced in the diet fer
aung chicks with softer bodied live food. Ant pupae, wiite worms. wagworms,
eggfoed. dry dog and cat food and whole wheat bread soaked in a high-protein
nectar ate suggested as suhstitutes. Chicks fledge at about 11 to 12 days.
Chicks sre quite large when they fledge, sometimes as much as 30 % heavier
than their parents! Their "flying practice” will cause them to lose this
reserve of fat gradually until the time when they are indeperdent and it is
altogether gone. At fledging, they still retais a lot of dowe, acd they often
come out hefore they are completely feathered, as mamy softbills de. Their
plumage is mostly gray and hlackish, except for yellow edgings on tbeir wing
feathers. and they have pinkish-red beaks. They will meult inte their first
tall-colored plumage at ahout 10 to 12 weeks. Mature hirds usually moult
without problems. in autumn.

Softbills are not as easy to manage as seedeaters hecause they
require fresh soft Food and fresh water, usually once daily, if hot and humid,
tuize. Pood and water dishes must be washed daily. 3 dish for bathing is
essential because their food is sticky and can quickiy rvio plumage uoless
they zan hathe. Most softbills must have some form of livefoed toe. You canmnot
just fill hoppers with seed and bottles with water. However, tbey repay this
extra care with tbeir beauty, songs, lively personalities and tbeir
intelligence. They quickly learn to recognize their keepers and come to them.
They don't destroy vegetation. and are a lovely addition to a planted aviary.

One additional nete: from “Hawaii's Birds” by the Hawaii Ruduben
Society. The Pekin Robin is: “zbundant on Hawaii, Maui and Qahu, from !
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feet np to the tree [imit. Out of breeding season gemerally lives in flocks of
az t2 ¢ dogen birds. Shy though extremely inquisitive, it announces its
arrival to an chaerver in the woods by soundly scolding him witb a continugus
chztter, taking care to keep well hidden in the brush. In breeding seasen
flecks dishand and nest is built low in busk or small traes, The Eirst bird
kezrd sineing an the begiuming portien of most mountain trails. Introduced in
1411 from Asia.” I think this is about the time the Burepean Starling was
intryduzed 1nta Central Park to contrel the mosquitees. Woulda't it be z
different wer!d here today if Pekin Robins bad besn chnsen instead?

*he Natirzal Finch and Softhbill Society and it's PINCESAVE program
has many dediczted softbill keapers whe are willing and eager to share
gnowladze msb naveaps. Please joir with NPS members in keeping and
sneaur3ging others to keep and raise this lovely little softhill.

Natz: This article was £irst published in BIRDS OF DISTINCTION, Yolume 3,
Yorhar 4. 4tk guarter. }99D and is reprinted here with the permission of that
fige publicatise. The Bditsr.

NEW FINCHSAVE DIRECTOR

Linda ja

268 Exeter FHoad
Newport News, VA 23602

(8043 874 8581.



43rd National Cage-Bird Exhibition

NOVEMBER 14, 15, 16, 1991

Hystt Ragency Hotel
Dearbom, Michigan 481216
For Resetvations Caii:
213593124

The Keltogg Company will sponsor the Division snd Best-in Show Awards with the beautiul
Kollogg'l_’ropmaundtmsmmm. i

The Mid-West Cage-Bird Club will host this years event.

The annual membership anwﬂbomuonsmmmmwnfamedbymAwds
Presantation Banguet at 8:00 p.m.

Membars of the Board of Directors for the Nationsl Exhillbition will all be on hand to ansist with
the check-in on Thursday evening and with tha check-out following the bangust an Saturday

night.
Judges salected for the show are:
Borders Bert Reid (Scotland)
Type Canarnes Claranca King (TX)
Glosters - Harry Mamiatt {England)
Hartz ......, Margle McGee (CA)
Old Variety Cananss ...............w...... Glovannl Bertoncello (laty)
American Singers......... Joyce Yuhas (NJ)
Lypochrome Roberto Font (FL)
Melanin Robert Van Darp {Bekylum}
Parrots weenr OMRA Nowinert {IN}
Finches/Softbills Ead Courts (MO
LOVEDITHS <.voveecrueerscmnsieaerssessssmneserasesaniss ssssssss Roland DuBuc [CA)
. Budgerigars... Len Adams (IL}
Cockatiels ... Unda Rubin (CA}

Call the Hyatt for room reservations. Doubles are $89.00 per night.

information on Commarcial Exhibits c&n be obtained from Bay Johnson by calling 404-461-
8575 or Myron Makarewicz ai 313-687-3082.

AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
In regard to the National Cage Bird

Entry times have been changed! Entries will
ONLY be accepted from:

1 p.m. till 10 p.m. Thursday the 14th and
6 a.m. till 7 a.m. Friday the 1S5th and

Judging will begin at 8 a.m. Friday morning!
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GUIDE TO ORDERING 1951 NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIEYY CLOSED LEG SAMDS

Thanks to the vork dome by the Band Size Comsittee ve arm abla to offer an
expanded list of suggested sizes for aore species of flnches and softdills.
We're hoping to get more updates froa societies overseas in 1991, We also

velcose mesbers suggestions for the list.

SIZE  TO FIT LEBS OF:

A Saall Maxbills, Dwls, Stravberry, Orange-cheeks, Red-ears, Gold-
breasted, Quail Finch,

B Cordoa Bleu, Black-cheeked Masbills, Fire, Cuban Melodious, Olive,
Lavenders, Rufous-backed Mannikin and others.

c Blve Caps, Green Singers, Silverbills, Stars, Shafttails, Cherry,
Red-headed Parrot, Painted, Heck's, Pileated, Gray Singers,
Pytilias, Bronze-ving and Black and White Mamnikin.

b Tebras, Souldians, Pictorellas, Yeilov-rusps, Chestnut-breasted,
: Blue-faced Parrot, Pintail Momparmil, sost other Parrot fimches,
sost saaller Mamnikins and sost Tvim Spots,

E Sociaty, Spice, Siskins, Golden Somg Sparrovs, Diasond Sparrows,
Muns, Piter’s Tvin Spots and Mack Crested Finches.

8 Magpin Mannikins, and other large Mamalkins, Evropean Soldflach amd
saall Tanagers,

J Pekin Robin, Silver-eared Mesias and other saall softhllls.

K Java Rica, Shasa Thresh, Saffron and Red-crested Cardimal.

L Diamond Doves, other ssall doves, Uwail and other softhills.
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NFS5 BAND MAIL t0: DRNIBE CAPALLI

ORDER FORM 9 EAGLE RIDGE DRIVE
GALES PERRY CT 06335
1991 ' Phone (203} 464 5961

#P3 offers, to members only, closed traceable aluminum hands. Available only
in the BFE color of the year. Imgraved with the imitials "NPS", siie code,
year and nomber. Mo choice of numbers. A1l orders recorded for permaneat
reference. Bands may be ordered in strings of ten, all same size, at a cost of

1.25 per string, no sbipping charge. Anticipate yonr needs to aveid frequent
re-orders. Orders will be shipped withio 30 days of receipt.

_BOYE: Due to locreasiog lcsses im sbipxent, please include .75 for postal
insurance on orders up to $50 aod 51.55 for orders over $50 up to $100. If you
choose not to inciude this smm W¥S will not be responsible for replacement of
bands lost in shipment.

] b4 § OF STRINGS SILE § 0P STRINGS
A - 6 _
B - i _
¢ _ X _
D _ L
Z l - See expanded list of sizes

reconnended for particmlar species
00 previous page.

total ¥ of strings 1 §2.25 = t postal imsurance :

total amount eaclosed

NANE NEMBRRSEIP §

STREZY

CITY

STAYE 1P - PHOKE

TEANK Y00 POR SOPPORTING YRE FATIONAL PINCE AKD SOPYEILL SOCIEfY.
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A FEW TIDBITS FOR THE BULLETIN

by Jodie Davis

Setting up my ontdonr aviary for my Yellnw-hellied Raxbills, I looked
around {or some roll wire to fashion a tomato-cage like contraptien te fill
vith hay for nesting sites. I'd read ahont the idea somewhere. Suddenly my
eyes fired themselves on my tack trunk. Caesar's haynet! In all nf five
pinutes 1 had the haynet full of hay (fresh, clean) and had bung it in the
aviary. Soon after reieasing the birds they were all over it. It has caly
heen two weeks so we'll see if they actually build nests in it. I alsm filled
several hags that coions come in with oesting grass and pnt them on rails in
the aviary. Looks |ike the hirds have made a slight holiow in the center.
Khen I cleaned out the cage the hirds were in indoors, I found an eqg, s0 - 1
have ny fingers crossed for chicks this gumeer! Hay nets cost ahout 36 nr §7
at tack shops. Or by mail order for $3.95 each (red, hlue or green) from
Chicks. P. 0. Drawer 59, Harringten, DE 19932, 1-308-44 2441,

Speaking of the Yellow-bellies: 1 had a terrible time getting them
bo sat live food until this spring. But I was determined since I helieve that
Yive foud 1c essential to geb them to raise chicks. They turned up their
noses at “tiny wigglers” and fruit flies.

When the roses leafed out this sprimg the inevitahle armies of
aphids struck. hut this time T wasn't tryirg to figure ont how to combat
them. but how to propagate them! Tou see, one day I flicked a honch intn a
tupa can and put them ip the cage. After ten minctes or so the birds were
sitting on branches ahove the can peeriog at the busy hugs. In a few more
ninvtes they were all feasting. After a few days more of this they hopped
right on the can as socn a5 I was (so they thought) ont of sight. For the
first time ever I wished my roses had more aphids nn them. You'll find no
aphids on my roses! 1 faet. 1 thought of calling "the plant man™ whe appears
on a radio talk show every Sumday morning to ask him how to hreed aphids, hut
1 thought that might not he a very papular suhject with other gardeners.

Soon the aphid supply dwindled. So I put some “tiny wiggiers® {mnsca
‘arvae) 1n the same can I had put the aphids in and placed them in the same
spot 15 the cage. I didn't expect the birds to eat them since they never had
hefgre. But the nert morning the larvae were gone! I replenished the
container and stood back. sure enough, the hirds ate them up! The moral of
the story is: doo't give up yonr hirds might not recognize foods as food st
first. Ee creative, give some thonght to the prohlem, and you may just
finaliy re rewarded with success.

Hi Jodie. when you have time, how about an update on the haynet nest site.
Sounds 1ike a winner to me. The Bditor.
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THE NATIONAL FINCH AND
SOFYBILL SOCIETY

A

NEW FINCHSHOF ITEMS '!

IZRIN

#1. The mev Gouldian and NFS Logo Pin. Very
pice FULL color Red-headed male Gouldian.

Purple band around edge, gold letters. White

background behind bird. Same *stick-pin® back

as the previous mcdel, $6.00.

#2. This is the design that is approxisately
10* vide on the nev T-shirts, The Shafttail is
vhite, outllned im black, red beak and legs and
the lettering is blue. Sharp! The shirts are
100X cotton. Sizes M, L, X. a few XX, $15.00,

#3. Handy vater bottle. Makes it easy to

refill those show cage vater cups. Keeps vater
froa hose fresh vhile you travel. Holds 18 o2.
WFS logo on both sides, Clear plastic. $6.00

AND, . . Bruce, the cut and paste saster, got thea
all ou one page' Hooriy! The Editor.
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NFS5 OVERSEAS PROJECT
NATIONAL CAGE BIRD SHOW, DETROIT 1991

by Tom Rood

A recent phnoe call to the President, Brenda Geesey, informed me that
I have exactly five days to get this awards [ist into her hands tn insure
publication hefore this year's Natienal Cage Bird Show. In an effort tn Jet
you kndw what classes aod/or sectines will he covered with specinl nrerseas
avards, T offer the following list. At this peint I cannot determine whether
each "award" will be ic the form of 2 small plagee, trophy, medal, oversaas
rosette, or diploma as I am still erpecting a couple of promised pledges from
overseas. 1 cae tell you that each aod every award listed will he goite umigue
to the type of awards we give in the U. S. and I hope you like them shneld you
be ooe of the {ucky winoers, Therefore, I nffer the folloving list as nf mid-
September, 1991. Should aoy other awards arrive not listed helow, I will be
sure to have them in the shew hall at the National. Yny may cotice that
febras. Societies and Australians are very well covered with specials. Simce
nany of the "specialty clubs” overseas are strictly lehra, Society
(Bengalese), or Rustralian clubs. they responded te our project with nice
awards. Good juck aod I certaiely hape you can take some nf these mwnrds home
pith you.

SRCTION ! -- ALL SOPYBILLED BIRDS SACTION 3 -- AUSTRALIAN PIKCHES

Best Softhill Best Austrelien Pinch
Jod Best Softbill Ind Best Australiam Finch

Best 01d Australiae Fioch
SECTION 2 -- TEBEM FIKCHES Best Onflighted Australian Pinch
Best fehra Fioch ind Aest Unflighted Australian Eimch
Best Kovice Iehra Finch 3rd Best Unflighted Australian Finch
Best Uoffighted Eehrz Pinch
2nd Best Onflighted Zehra Pinch SECTION 4 -- INDO-PACIRIC PINCHES
ird Rest Ucflighted lebra Zioch Best fodn-Pacific Fioch
Rest Grey Best White Best Unflighted Indo-Pacific Pimch
dest CPd Best Pawn
Best Pied dest X.0.V. SECTION 5 -- SOCIETY PINCHES
Best Keo Best Snciety Pinch

Best Unflighted Society Finch

ind Best Unfiighted Society Finch
3rd Best Unflighted Snciety Finch
Pogsibly some cninr cinss awards.




SECTION 6 -- PINCRES OP EUROPE SBCRION § -- PINCH AND SOPTRILL PAIRS

Best Znropean Pinchb Best Pair
Ind Best Buropean Pinch Eest Doflighted Pair
Begt Zebra Pair
SBCTIOR 7 -- PINCEBS 0P APRICA Best Society Pait
Best African Finch
Ind Best African Pinch SECYION 10 -- DOVES AND QDAIL

Best Dove or Quail
SECTION § -- PINCBES OP TBE ANERICAS  2ud Best Dove or Qnail
Best Pinch of the Americas Best Diamond Dove
Ind Best Finch of the Americas Best Ringneck Dove

Anotber "special attraction” at tbis Natiooal Show will be a repeat of
the spectacularly successful fund-raising anction. We'll hold this auction in
the anpual general meeting and Marvin Yoder will again be our auctioneer. This
year, thanks to Tom Rood's ingenuity, we‘ll have 5 or 6 ONB-OP-A-KIND,
COLLECTORS TTEKS. Tom is keeping the ezact descriptions as bis secret hut I
know that we'll have at [east two watches and at least one engraved crystal
item. Bl] are designed and made for %be National Pinch and Softhill Society
and are not availahle anpwbere else!. OQur purpose is raise ensugh money to
provide @ permanent fund for twe trophies to be presented each year at the
National Cage Bird Show. One will be for the best unflighted hird shown each
year and the other for the best hred and banded by eshibitor bird each year.

We are very grateful to KATYEE for the years in which they sponsored
the trophy for the best unflighted bird and we appreciate their support. ¥e
will continue to work closely with tbea and we know that NPS members will
support the RATTEE Great Americao Bird Show wbich is now an annual event.

Bowever, now and into the future, ¥PS w:ll need to supply its own
funding for this tropby and for the other, equally important, trophy for the
best BBE bird. We bope that yon will all take a good look at the splendid
selection of "goodies" thbat Tom has collected and that you'll bid lively on
then, remembering that the profit will go to this trophy fund.

Don't forget that Yom bas denated a pretty plague with fignrines to be
presented to the best Novice bird this year!

Last but not least....anotber possible feature of the National tbis
year. 1B SECOND ANNUAL NPS HOSPIYALIYY ROOM. Why do I say “possihle®? Because
ve will need some belp with this...I make great potato salad, for instance,
B0? I'm planning on driving and I koow you don't want potatoe salad that has
had a two day car ride! Cam you help? Can you bring some chips or smacks or
something? Or better yet, would you coordinate this project? If sa, please .
give me a call and let me know how you could helpt Onr first hospitality room
¥as great last year and [ hope you can help ns to make it a tradition!

the Editor.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------




ON FEEDING MUSCA LARVAE:

by Jack Kook

Paney names aside, musca larvae are nothing more than maggots, so let's
get that out of the way hefore we proceed. Enphemisms guch as "wigglers”
cannot conceal that these hundles of protein are anything other than the
latval stage of common houseflies. They are trniy a wonder food for finches,
despite the annoyance of having a few flies around the hirdroem, hnt this caz
he effectively controlled hy judicionsly rationing no more than what yonr
birds will consume 1n a short timespan.

i can attest te the fact that sipee I have heen using the waggots I
have had higher fertility among my finches and I have also had hreeding
success with some finches that heretofore had not produced a fertile egg, let
alone rzise a clutch of chicks. I have an eight year old pair of Gold-breasted
Wazhills vho are present!y raising their second clutch of chicks and I am
convinced that the addition of maggets to their varied diet has heen the
turning point in their success. My finches also get small mealworms and
wagverms as live food. in addition to eggfood, sprouted seeds, framits,
veqetabies and 2 high quality seed mit. I raise oumerous species of finches
including Parrot Pinches, Owjs, Shafttails, Twinspots, Biue-cap Cordon Bleus,
Lavenders, Stars, Auroras, and Black-crested. In their shallow serving dishes
of live food, the maggots are aiways the first comsumed, If T have a few flies
in my hirdroom hecause of spillage or overfeeding on my part, se he it, since
I find it a worthwhile tradeoff.

As to comtrel, I use flypaper hung around the hirdroom ia several
places. Before you scream about the danger of loose hirds coming im contact
with €lypaper. let we tell you that I have heen there and ! now use a
different method than just hangimg strips. I always have scrap cage wire and I
have used it to make "frames” of approzimately the length of a piece of
flypaper uncurled, These frames are ahout 3" in diameter and I attach a top
and hottom prece as well, so hirds cannot possihly come directiy in cmatact
with the gooey stuff and yet flies have easy access to their doom. R friend of
mige in Baltimore has another method of comtrol - she refeased two pairs of
Pekin Rebins in her hirdroom and they do an admirahle joh of pest control!

the maggots that I use are raised in Oregon hy Skipio'sT® Aviary
Supplements. 2 company rnt by a very pleasant man named Skip who kas heen very
helpful aod understanding. They are shipped in sewn-shut sheeting hags so that
they are not scattered {ala Johuny Appleseed) from coast-to-coast amd I store
them in these hags. I oper the hags on arrival and add a little cormmeal to
the shaviags they are packed io to increased the desired drymess. Ther keep
satisfactorily. refrigerated, for in excess of a week hut mine are usually
gone hefore that time, While you may hlanch at the price of ahmut $30 2 ponnd,
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remember that they are solid meat and there is no waste. that price,
ingidentally, ineludes oext-day-air shipping.

I stroogly urge all of you fineh breeders who have not had the hreeding
success that you strive for to give these little creatnres a try. Se you bave
a recaleitrant iy now and then - not a big deal when you consider the
advaotages and it certainly beats trying to fiod termite mounds and then
listeoing te your house go "basg” in the night!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pure. naturgl. ond cleaned . ..

finest cuttlebone available!
small 6%-7 « medium 77-10" « Jumbe 107-13" «» mixed slzes

Slbs. ot $3.90 perib. =$19.50
101bs. at $3.00 perlb, = §30.00 Minimwm
All orders prepaid and shipped freight collect  ardersibs.)

We alse feature aUlCO

Lory and Softbill Diets
& KA

YTEE'S

LORY LIFE  LORY LIFE NECTAR

31bs §13.90 = 413, $25.50 31os. 535.00 « 6lbs. $67.50
olso other softbill diets avallcble,
With addifion of fresh fruits. these ore complete dless.

SPRAY M".LET S1bs, — 515.00 anckucies freight in USA)
SOAK & COOK for parrots

CUTTLEBONE PLUS
844 5. [sls Ave., Dept. A. Inglewood, CA 90301

(213) 776-6486 —
Dlck Schrogder » oreeder of softbllls, rore lones. ond pef porrots
COrders Only (800) 747-9878 « FAX (213) 348-0011
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CLASS!F1ED ADS

-

FINCHES: Al kinds. Domestic and imported. Will ship. Send SASE, A-1 Aviary, 3503 Axiom
Avanue, Orlando, FL 32803 {407) 352 1593. if

AUSTRALIAN FINCHES: All gomestically bred. Most closed banded. Owls, Red Headed Parrots,
Shafttails, Stars, Gou'disns. Also Cordon 8leus. Eric Wilk, 3203 Enisgrove Drive East,
Palm Harbor, FL 34683 {813} 787 2165. 80

GOULDIANS: Parent raised in outdoor aviaries. Normals and mstations. Alsc some hand-fed
and tame. Joleen Chrastensen (305) 583 5654. 80

HFS SMOX CAGES: %1-assembied, unpainted $20/painted $30; B2 - $25/835;

§1 - §35/847. Cages are top quality birdh plywood. Exteriors are glosa black, interiors
your choice of white, beige or light blue. Special cages for larger softhilla also
availsble. Reasonabla UPS shipping. Cail or write: Marlene Ayres, 836 1/2 NeClane Farn
Road, Washington P& 15302 {412} 746 1384. 30

WANTED: Hen Snowy-crowned Chet {Thamnolaea corongts). Buy or trade for male. Gibson,
7436 M.E. Wygant, Portiand, OF 37218, 80

FOR SALE: Red 8111 Horabitls, $125 sach. 8ali Mynshs, $200 each; §5, $250,

permit required. Male Turquoise Tanager, § 75. Domestic Persa Touracos, $200 sach.

Farent raised: Peters Twinspot, $100 aach. Green Strawberriss, §125 pair. Normal
Gouldians, $40; White-breasted, $60 each; Splits, $50 sach. WANTED: Female Emerald
Toucanette. Jeff Puryeer (B804) 589 1103 50

EGG SHELLS, dried egq yolk, soy protain concentrate, lattuce seeds, nutritional yeast,
spirulina, etc. plus informative nutritional charts, recipe ideas and catalog FREE or with
egq she!l swmnle, $1.00. AviBio, Box 115, Annandala, VA 22003 (703} 296 2213. so

BIRDS AND SUPPLIES: Affordable seed, cages and supplies. Small breeder/owner of Canaries,
Finches, Parskeets, Cockatiels, Lovebirds and Conures. |f we don't aupply it, we can get
it! call or send s SASE to: Trailside Aviaries and A1l Pet Supplies, P. 0. Box 383-WFS,
Springfisld, VA 22150--5893. Xaren (703} 922 1763. if

FOR SALE: Gouldisns and Shafttaila, normals and mutations. Also, Rufous-backed Mannikins.
A1l closed-banded. Roddy Gabel, (301) 385 9647. 50
Editors Note: Roddy got the AFA's First Breeding Award for the Rufous-backed

Mannikin..here is YOUR opportunity to own some of tha first domestically raised of this
species!!
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QOULDIAN VARIETIES: Help me (nearly!} sell out of my collection. After 20 ysars, | need 2
break! 1 want to hold on to a few, but cut back radically, to hobby levels. | can sell
shout 20 pairs of proven brasders (some approaching three years old) plus three dozen or
more young approaching breeding ege, or virtually every mutation available: white-
breasteds in green, blus, yellow and silver (near-white) body varieties, plus purple
breasted blues, yellows and silvers and white-breasteds and yellows and white-breasted
vellows split to blue. |'m offering these at fegitimate "going-out-of-business” prices.
{Also have cages and flights to sell, if you can pick up). Terry Dunhms, Avian Qsnetics

Co, $13 527 0252, Please call only 8-10 p.m. £.5.T. 50

FINCHSAVE CLASSIFIED ADS

NEEOED: New blood for Cherry Finches. Could use two extra heas. Jose Aleman, &-1 Aviary,
5503 Axiom Ave., Orlsndo, FL 32008 (407) 352-1543

NEEDED: White Eyes (Zosteraps) and Swee {Dufresne’s) Waxbills for FINCHSAVE breeding
program. Jodie Davis, 7721 Jases Madison Hwy., Gainesville, VA 22065, (703} 754 5643,

MANTED: Grey Singing Finches for breeding program. Young preferred. D, Cabral, (508)
586 3293.

NANTED: Blue-grey Tanager, {Thraupis episcopus). | need a hen and want another psir. Must
be surgically sexed or proven. Brenda Qeesey, (717} 854 2604.

e e e e e e Sl i ks
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DISPLAY READY (PHOTO READY) AD COPY

FULL PAGE ¢ 35 PER ISSUE OR $ 144 PER YEAR
HALF PAGE ¢ 20 PER ISSUE OR ¢ 96 PER YEAR
BUSINESS CARD SIZE $12/1SSUE--$50/YEAR
CLASSIFIED ADS

F INCHSAVE CLASSIFIEDS FREE TO PARTIC|PANTS.
OTHERS ARE 15 CENTS PER WORD, PER |SSUE.
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BENEFITS OF JOINING
THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

The National Finch and Softbill Society is dedicated o the preservation of
all finch and softbill species.

1. Dur bi-sonthly Bulletin connects you with other finch and softhill
keepers around the country. It includes articles on diet, breeding,
aanagesent and the experiences of other aviculturists. NFS keeps you abreast
of the news on legislation.

2. NFS has a program named "FINCHSAVE'. The goal is to establish and
saintain all finch and softhbill species in Aserican aviculture. All sesbers
are encouraged to enhance the propagation of finches and seftbills,

3. NF% maintains an annual census that can conmect you with other
breeders for the purpose of exchanging information or breeding stock.

4, NFS offers, to eemhers, closed, traceable, leg bands.

5. NFS hac an affiliation progras, Your club can affiliate and receive
plaques and roseties as show awards, Non-show clubs can affiliate and receive
service awargs for ssghers, Speakers are avaiiable, with siide programs that
feature finches and softhills.

6. FEach year NFS holds a Mational show. ALl mesbers are encouraged o attend
and participate. An International Patronage Exchange brings awards from
foreign countries.

7. WFS has a Judges Panel, composed of individuals who have cospleted the
apprenticeship program. All judge by the NFS Standard of Judging, are
approved by the Board of Directors and are available to local clubs.

B. WNFS has established exhikition standards for; Cordon Bleu Waxbills,
Gouldians, Green Singing Finches, Java Rice Birds, Shafttails, Society
Finches and Iebra Finch Standards. Lavenders, Star Finches, Fire Finchrs,
Diasond Sparrows and Pekin Robin Standards are now "in the works®.

9, NFS sponsors a "Chaspionship Exhibitor® award progras and a
"Championship Bird" progras, Both reward high achievesents on the show bench.

f1. "Finchshap", the sales division, offers various itess for sale to
aeabers. The profits are used to support the Society’s other prograss.

JOIN WITN US . . .SEND IN YOUR APPLICATION . . TODAY !
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THE NAIIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

INANE -
ADDRESS

CITY STATE 1p

PHOWE WHMBER NEW MBSHP ____ RENEWAL ____

CHECK OME: Single-$15. __ Dual-$20.___ Junior-$7.50 __ (Under 16 yrs.}|
Please list secong name for dual aeebership.

Canadian and foreign subscriptions are aailed first class.
Please send U5 funds. CLanadian, add $5.00, foreign, add $10.00.

Please give us some sore inforsation abouf wou |

Species of finches and sefthills you are interested ims _____ ____________

Please check the topics that are sost interesting to you in the Bulletin:

nutrition breeding _____sanagesment _____exhibitien

conservation classified ads NFS news ¥ notes

hAIL TO: RUSSELL ARMITAGE, JR.
345 Boston Road
Middletown, CT 06457

c/oc NFS5 Membership Services

m e e e ——
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NEW HAGEN BIRD PRODUCT -~ A State-of-the-art nutrltlonal bird supplement

CONCENTRATED FULL SPECTRUM VITAMIN, MINERAL
AND LIMITING AMINO ACID SUPPLEMENT

- Uitra fine highly palatable powder does not cake over time

— Penetrates soft foods for accurate dosage administration

- Contains 14 vitamins and 9 minerals missing in most diets

— Extra vitamin € and E for increased breeding and as antioxldants

— Calcium gluconate carrier adds required calclum deficient in most supplements

— Exotic fruit flavoring without added sugar which can promote pathogenlc organlsms
- Lysine and Methionine amino acids improve diet proteln quality

- Unigque combination of enzymes and acidifiers to improve digestion

- Micro-encapsulated Beneficial Bacteria (Probiotics) keep birds in top condition

— Significantly improves the growth ot handfeeding babies

Years of tormulation and field testing have resulted in
the most advanced avian supplement. Prime has
excelled above all other supplements in providing all
species of companion birds with their required
nutrients. Prime is not a dumping ground for every
nutrient known to man, howeaver. Ingredients were
selected strictly on the basis of need. This results in
higher levels of those nutrients truly needed by birds.
For most accurate dosage administration. we rec-
ommend Prime be sprinkled over your bird's tavorite
fruits and vegetables.

THE BEST WAY
TO ENSURE TOTAL

NUTRITION FOR ALL
(oo PETDEALER. CAGE BIRDS

STRIBLTED BY  CISTRIBUE PAR
U5 A RAOWLFC HAGEN U S & SORP Mansheid. Ma. 02048
CaMADA ROLF ¢ MAGENING  Mantreal, Ouwe H4R 1E8
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DRINK TO COMPLETE
UITRITHN & ITUNERAL INTAKE

AVitron® Delivers Eight

Essentiel Vitemins in The Bird’s Weter.

These can be critical. Becausg birds use
vitamins rapidly and can't always rely on
seed to supply their needs. '

Imporiant B Complex vitamins. for exam-
ple. are tound in seed hulls. Unfortunately,
the hulls usuafty end up on the bottom ot the
cage . .. along with the B Complex vitamins. A
lack of B vitamins may result in nervous and
digestive disorders, curly tog paralysis and
weakness.

Some seed mixes. on the other hand. are
just vitamin poor. They lack guality and
proper seed variety. And even the very hest
can lose their potency during storage.
AVITRON helps make up for this by helping
to prevent problems such as impaired
vision, poor muscle development. unhealthy
skin, soft eggshells. rickets and excessive

AVil“iI‘0 Sunalies Six

Essentlel Minerais in Water Solubie Form.

That makes AVIMIN more effective and
convenignt than most other mineral supple-
ments such as cuttlebone. blocks and pow-
ders because the bird gets a balanced variety
ot minerals every time it drinks.

AVIMIN helps promote strong banes, sturdy
eggshells. heatthy skin. balanced body fluid
and muscle tone. And aids in reducing the
possibility of anemia. rickets. goiters and
slipped tendons due to rmineral deficiency.

So fill your bird’s cup with
water, AVITRON and

AVIMIN. And let it drink to
good health.

bleeding due to
vitamin shortages. -
w

Liguad Yitanin Supplement
o B

ALY Supriieg
wssential

vitaming jor
Cats. GesbHs.
Hamsters,

Mce. Rats
arud Gaurma
Py

Lambent Kay°

CRANBURY, NEW JERSEY 08512-0187
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fo purchase, fill out the form, check the items wanted, total the amount and
gend a check made out to WPS in the exact amomnt to!
FINCRSBOF, cfo Jerry NeCawley, 400 Charles §t,, Luserne, P 1B709.
If you need more information, call (717) 28B 0529,

NEW ITEMS
__NPS PLASTIC WATER BOTTLE $6.00 __FFS NAKE BADGE $5.00
Witk an extension tuhe. Holds 18 of Friat aame at hettom of form.
To fill show cage water diskes ot Nembers only.

for you om that cext marathen rum.
__BOLLETIB BACK ISSUES each §2.50

__WPS SECOND OPPICIAL PIN.  § 6.00 Ay sit issues § 1000
KPS Lego and Red-headed Gouldiac See January/Pehruary issue
Hale. siz colors. gold edge. for ioder of articles.
1985 all ¢ issnes availakle.
__1990 T-shirts. § 15.00 1986  all § issues availahle.
4 white Sbafttail. “Nativeal Fiach 1987 all & issues availahle.
and Softbill Seciets” in blue. 1988  all § issues availahle,
10* wide Jogo. 100% cotfon shirt. 1989 all 6 issues available.
Sizes. M. L. L and a few XIL. 1998 all 6 issses available.

..................................... laclude months and year on order.

__ERIC PEAKE LITHOGRAPH $ 50.00 __KFS OFPICIAL NUG § 6.00
"The Dizmend Sparrow". signed and FPS Logo & Java Sparrovw
nymberad by the artist.

__KES FIRST OPPICIAL PIN §5.00

SHOW CAGE BLUEFRINTS NP3 Logo & Iebra Fineh
_}1 tace !Pinches up te and
ineluding febras) § £.00  _NPS HANDBOOR SOLD oUtT
__#2 Cage {Pinches larger than editing is complete and typiag is
febras) $ 4.0 Frogressing on the new version.
_ 3 cage {Softbills) §1.00 fe're sorry for the delay. If you
tan help, call NWartha Wigmore.
__Rll three cage plaas $ 10.00
__ NPS ARACARI T-SRIRT 5 12.00
__small _medium _Jarge _g-large
Hame NFS Kbshp. Ne.
Adress
2ity State lip Fhone

THANK YU FOR_SUPPORTING TBE NATIONAL FINCE AND SOPTRILL SOCIBTY
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~ Forti-Diet:

Better Nutrition From

- KAYTEE.

G 1900 Koyt Procucin. ing. 9415




