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FROM THE PRES]DENT

The show season is uoon us. We find ourselves show training our finches
and softbills. touching uo our chow boxes, making reservations. obtaining
show cata,ogs, clioning naiis, misting ow birds. and the list goes on and
on. Now tnat a few weeks of the show season are aireadv gast. we are
neginning to feel the crunch. e have to get all this show stuff done,
keen our aviaries clean, birds healthy, water the oiants, ciean ‘he house.
feed the kids, and still find the time to make a living during the few
days that fall between show weekends.

I neard the other day that we should start our Holiday shopging early this
vear. They've got to be kidding.

The most isoortant chow date of the year, for finch fanciers is just a few
davs away. Dur 1987 National Show. with George Warren as our judge is
November 19-2{, {987 at the Rhodes Center in Colusbus, Ohio. Cur Nationai
Meeting will be at the Hyatt on Caoito! Souare, Saturday, Nov. 21, 1987.
& Put aside everything else and supoort our National Show. Let’s see 300! !



FIRST CLASS POSTAGE FOR THIS 15SUE WAS DONATED.

SEPT/DCTOBER TABLE OF CONTENTS

Of ficer and teleghone listings . « o o o o ¢ v o 0 o v 0 0 0 v e ‘
President’s message Cer e e e s et <
NF5 Meaborshio apolication e e e e e e 3
Leq Band order fora N . 6
Leg handing instructions R T 7
Affiliated Club Listing R A T I A T R B

Third Duarter Board “eeting I
"FINCHSAVE" a reality! S
NFS/NCHS NATIOMAL SrHOW J A 2
Keeping Husaingbirds by Charlie Anchnr e e e e e 2
Breeding the Cherrv Finch bv Hal Koontz o o o o o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 s 26
A Basic Standard, Jon HOFFRAM o o = o s s s o o o 0 v o n n o s e 2T
Overseas Patronage by Toa Rood & « o o v v 0 0 0 v o v e e e 4
National Finch Awards SCHEOUIE o o o o o o o 0 0 v v o o o v o oo 37
Breeding the Green Singer by Tim MOrFis o v o+ v v o v o s v o oo B
Show Season Survival bv Bill Parlee . o o v o v v o v v v v v v o e &

Let’s ke it 300
iz Columbus /7"
00 finchew and softbilly will make
it a 18 point ghowv, our largest =t
Win the Xaylee Beyt 2F5 Ba8 Awvard/!

A Judge’'s Comsents by Charlie Anchor o o« v v v 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 8
NFS New and Kates R . o« 48
heicome New Meabers . i1
NFS Pane! Judges 1987 O U
NFS Membershio Services e et b e et e s e e e s )
[ 5
| |
i I
I




ASK FOR NUTRA-CARE™

Breeders understand the paynfls of goud nutritian
when providing quality products. Hegular ase of
Nutra-Care'™ prunudes gond health thiangh the
stressiul times of breedlng, maltlng and shuwhg.
Plus you'll find Impruveneny
in the uverall reprodudive
perforwaunce sif the Lied.
The sclentificatly halaw el
vltaning. wiincrals,
authin ackds, and yuality
seeds in Nuhya-Care ™
pravides unsurpassed
vondituming.
Uunipare. ..
Yau'lll  ask
Nutra-Care™.

fur

CARE
ENOUGH

COMPARE!

SELECTED

ESSENTIAL BUT RIEHTS
e Liee

Vitaming vl
Vitamin & 20000 lufkg 6?0
Vitamin Bz 8,000 lufkg 1070
Ribefavin 20 ppm 500
Nracin 150 ppm 30d
Minersin
Calkcium 1.107% 2
Zing 150 pgm
Manganese 170 ppm kL1
Iron 280 ppm k1
Amine Ackd lmillu mumﬂ
Lysine - 1.05%

" Athough giacise nulritiona lnfo:malian_
doag el xrst It espdc biids. Ihe wwggesiwd
Laquiteenenls e considuisd o adegualely
el normal sdnenl aspds

Thi nuligals ksied sbovd aie kg mosg]
olign associaled waih rubitonal problems in
exolc buds ANl nuduest kvas m Nueha-
Care™ aip based on il prasence in tha
usual el and Lhen Ledalive Impapance.

KAYTEE

£ 1986 Kaylee Products Incoiporalud

" KAYTEE PROOUCTS, INCORPORATED

Chilton, W1 53014

“Amurtco’s Faverite Bird Food™




The National Finch
and Softbill Society

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME OFFICE USE ONLY
ADDRESS NFSE_ Geld_
CITY Reg.#__ Dues
STATE 1P - Ann. Date

Check type of membership desired:
SinqleDlﬁ.OO, DualDZ0.00, JuninrD?.SO(—léyrs), Canada add $5.

Foreign add $10. Canada and Foreign Subscriptions are first class.
Please list other nase to be included in a dual membership:

Please answer a few questions for us:

How long have you been involved in finches and softbills? __ yrs.
How many species have you kept?
How many species have you successfully bred?
Do you exhibit in bird shows?
Do you keep softbilled birds?
Please list an occypation or special talent that may be helpful to
the NFS {printer, artist, lawyer,etc.)
Are you interested in participating in the NFS Judges Panel?
Please indicate below the items you are most interested in,
Nutrition__ breeding__ managagement__ exhibition__ bulletin

PLEASE MAIL YOUR APPLICATION AND DUES TD:
NFS Member Services c/o Russ Armitage Jr.
345 Boston Road, Middletown, CT 06457




THE STANDARD NFS LEG RANDS FOR MENBERS ONLY

Bands are avarlaale in standard NFS color of the year only

jTTTmTmmmT JoTTTTTTTmTmToomsTooTooTTomsmmsmmmsmmomommomomenTT e
H Site : For i Coat

i A ! Sealler Manbille & Ouwl Finghes !

j E3 ) i Cordon Bleu, Firefinch, L Lavender Finch E

i E lebtra Finch Gouldyans, Stars, Heck's Grass ;

! (: 1 Finch, Cutthroats, Parrot Finches, etc, E NAY BE
frTmmmmoooes ettt ! ORDERED

1 (D] H Chesnut Breasted, Yellow Aueped, & Pectoralis |
Y. b e e I [N LOTS OF
; E ; Society Finches, Nuns, Firetarls, & Dianonds E 1O BANDS
[Tttt bbbt i AT $1,25

H G H Larger Wawxbills & Canaries |
V... b e e e e e e e mmmmmaaa ! PER LOT

i \j i Yaorkshires, Norwich, Pekin Robins, etc. E

i 2 : Java Rite Birds, Indian Shama, etc, E

Fuail, Doves, L Other Saoftbills E ,

NFS bands may be ordered 1n lots of 10 bands, consecutively numbered at #1,23
per #ach fot, $1,00 anipping and hanoling should be included with #ach order
whether 10 or 100 bapds are e:n? ordered, HBands will be Ihlﬂped Within 30
days of receipt of your order, although most orders will be shipped the saee
week a3 recelved, ¥her| 1% no caolor choitce, The siandard NFS colar aof the
year wiil be used, Each band will have staeped; "NFS", the band si1:ze code,
year and number, ALl numsbera will be recorded by the NFS band secretary for
permanent record,

Pleaar eake your check or money arder payiable to NFS and send ygur order Lo

NFS BAND SECRETARY

Roger 0°'Connell

45] Noody Street, Box 114
Nalthas, Nasa, 07154

Pleaae aend e the following banda, (Nultiples of 10 only.}

AL B ct1 Dt Et G ( ) J 1) K11 Lt
Total nusaber of 1O units | }ou 81,25 per unit + #1,00 shapping = 1%

DADER YDUR 1987 NATIONAL FINCH SOCIEYY BANDS_TODAY ' !



Lgg banding Procedure

courtesy of the

NATIONAL FINCH SOC1ETY

e

The most japortant thing to resesber when you
begin to band a finch is to do it ovar a counter
or table in case the chick makes a sudden sove,
it will not fall to the floor.

The age of the bird to be banded varies with the
species. Generally it will be between five and
six days old. You can tell by looking at the
ankle joint (the joint where the toes cose to-
gether) and the size of the hand,

The band is qenerally placed on the right Ing
of the bird. Banding just before the nightly
roost will help prevent picking of the band by
the parents, By the next morning the birds will
have forgotten about the hand,

Have the hand ready with a toothpick {(or other
blunt instrueent and a Jubricant. Hold the chick
firaly but in a way not to cut off the air supply
or to hurt the bird.

Put a Jittle bit of lubricant on the bird’s foot
and slide the band over the front three toes and
finally over the ankle joint. The back toe will
probably have to be prisd out from under the
band with a toothpick, The band is now in the
proper location hetween the ankle and elbow
joints.

1t is best to check on the chick after a few
days to make sure tha band has not slipped off.
Before banding, make sure the band is right
side up so that it can be sasily read.




NFS AFFILIATED CLUBS 1987

CALIFORNLA

The Fresno Canary and Finch
Society.

Delegate: Richard Lujan

Call: (408) 994-1453 _
Ghow: Oct.30-31, Nov. 1, 1997
Pane} Judge: Joe Krader

Place: Madera Dist. Fairgrounds

Capitol City Bird Society
Delegate: Helen Caudle
Call: (916) 933-161%

Shows Dct. 1&6-17-18, 1987
Panel Juwige: Eonard Meinert
Place:

Golden Gate Avian Society
Delegate: Mary Payne

Call: _

Showt Nov. (4-13, 1987

Pane]l Judger Willias Parlee
Placer

feg. 4 Regional Meeting

The Aviary Assoc. of Kern Cty.

Delegate: Hal M. Koontz
Call: (805} B72-1063

Show: Dec. 5, 1987

Panel Judge: Joe Krader
Place: Kern Cty. Fairgrounds

North Cty. Aviculturalists
Delegate: Victor Swatsek
Call:

No show this year.

Santa Clara Valley Canary
and Fxotic Bird Club
Pelegate: Marty Von Raesfeld
Call:

Showt Movesber 27, 1987
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

San Diwgo Bird Show Club
Delagate: Wayne Schulenberg
Callx

Showt Nov. 14-15-14, 1997
Panel Judget Ray Johnson
Place: Del Mar Fairgrounds

COLORADD
Colorado Cage Bird Assoc.
felegate: Martha Wigeore
Cail: (303) 574-1594
Show: October 10, 1987
Panel Judge: Hal Koontz
Place: Colo Spgs. Auditorius.
Req. J Regional Meeting

Rocky Mt. Society for Aviculture
felegate: HMary Kay Buchtel
Call: (303) 422-4529

Show: October 31, 1987

Panel Judge: Coorad Meinert
Place: Esbassy Suites, Denver.

CONNECTICUT
The Conn. Assoc. for Aviculture
felegate: Chris Voronovitch
Call: (203} &49-8220
Show: October 24, 1987
Panel Judge: Jerry ['Agata
Place: Vet.Mea.Bldg. E.Hartford.

New England Finch Fanciers
Delagate: Russell Araitage

Callr (2031 3440875

Shous Septesber 26, 1787

Panel Judge: Daren Decoteau
Place: Vet.Men.Bldg. East Hartford
Finch Judging only.

FLORLDA
Gtr. Nismi Avicultural Society
Delegate: Hector Ugalde
Call:



Gold Coast Exotic Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Karl Kline

Call: (303} 276-6N1

Shows (ctaber 31, 1987

Panel Judge: Juanlte Mclain
Place:

Suncoast Avian Soclety
Delegate: Juanlta Mclain
Calls (8131 726-8326

Show Oct. 17-18, 1947

Panal Judge: Juanlta Wclain
Place 5t. Pete Hilton Towers

Sunshine Stete Cage Bird Socisty
Delegate: Jean Fisher

Call:

Show: October 10, 1987

Panel Judge: A.E. Decoteau
Place:

The Panhandle Avicultural Society
Delegate: Charles Richardson
Calls

Showt

Panzl Judge:

Place:

Miaai Parrot Clob, Inc.
Delegate: Marco Arida

Calls {3081 251-389%

Show: Septesber 13, 1987
Pane] Judge: Marco Arida
Place: Biltmore, Corel Cablas

GEORGTA '
The Georgie Cage Bird Socisty
Dalegate: Cacil Gunby -
Call: (4041 251-2877
Shows October 2-4, 1987
Panal Judge: MWilliam Parlee

_ Places Hollday Inn Crown Plaza,
Reg. 2 Regional Hesting

THE GREAT AMERICAN BIRD SHON
Delsgate: Ray Johnson

Calls (404} 451-B675

Dete: October 2-4, 1967
Panel Judge: William Parlee
Place: Atlanta Int. Airport
Holiday Crown Plaza Hotel ,
Atlanta, Georgia

ILLINOIS
Gtr. Chicagn Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Charles Anchor
Calls (312} 543-3757
Shom: Nov, &-8, 1987
Panel Jufge: Conrad Meinert
Place: Holiday Inn, ltasca

TND1ANA
Indiana Bird Fanciers
Delegater Vel Clear
Calls (317} 8420795
Show: October 10, 1987
Panel Judge: fharles Anchor
Place: Ft. Wayne, 1d,

108

Nid-Aserica Cage Bird Society

Delegate: fhoda Shirley

Call: (515) H43-2255

Shows Oct. 2,3, 1987

Panel Judge: Paul Nilliams

Placey Airport lnn Best Western
Pes Moines, 10

LOUISTAMA
Gulf South Bird Cluh Inc,
Delegate: Evon Kruse
Calls {504) 449-2433
Show: October 17, 1987
Panel Judge: Daren Decoteau
Place: Clarion Haotel, W.Orl,



MARYLAND

The Baltisora Bird Fanclers

Delegata: Brenda Gessay

Calls (717} B-2004

Shaws October 17, 1997

Panal Judge: Willlas Parles

Placa: Holiday lon - Chesapuake
fberdeen, Maryland

Tha Maryland Cage Bird Assoc.
Delegata: Catherine Gaffnay
Cail:

Show: Septesber 25, 1987

Panel Judge: A.E.Decoteau
Placa: Gaithersburq Coss. Cemiter

MABSACHUSETTS

The Boston Cockatial Society

Delegata: Helen Jabra

Call: (417} &41-3430

Shows Decesber 5, 1987

Panal Judge: Willlam Parlee

Placa: Cedars Lebanon Dhurch
Jaalca Plain, M.

The Boston Soclaty for Aviculture
Delegate: Helen Holmes

Call: (817 322-1562

Mo show thls year.

The Hassachusetis Cage Bird Assoc.

Delegate: Shirley Eaton

Call: (401) 333-55%4

Show: October 17, 1987

Panal Judge: Charles Anchor

Places Rssabet Vly.Reg.High School
Marlboro, MA.

The Western New England
Cage Bird Society
Delwgate: Bob Ciark
Call:

Show: Novesber 28, 1987
Panal Judge: A.E.Decoteau
Place: Ludlow Elks Club

NICHIGN
The Mid-Michigan Bird Ciub
Delegates Mary Rue
Calls (517} J94-1047
Shows Novesber 7, 1987
Judges Jon Hof fsan
Places McCurdy Px. Corunna, Ml

The Mid-dest Canary and

Cage Bird Society

Delmgate: Mary Kastyca

Call: {313) 2855158

Shows Novesher 14, 1987

Panel Judge: Charles Anchor
MiNNESTTA

The Minnesota Cage Bird Sogiety

Delegates Micheal Bronson

Call:

Show: (ctober 10, 1987

Panal Judge: Dr. Val Clear

Places

NiSSOLRI
The Missouri Cage Blrd Ciub
Delegate: Tom Rood
Call: (A7) TI-5265
Show: Nov. 4-8, 1987
Judge: Ed Hohnits
Place: Day’s lan, Eureka

NEBRASKA
The Gtr. Osaha Cage Birg Club
Delegate: Mayne Eichelberger
Calls (308) §72-2947
Shows Oct. 30, 31, 1987
Panel Judges
Places Ramada Rirpart Inn

NEW HAPSHIRE
The Birds of a Feather
Delegates Larry Brandt
Lall:
Shaws Septesber 19, 1987
Panel Judge: A.E.Decotaau
Placa:



The Mew Haapshire Avicultural Society

Delegate: Michael T, Putnaa
Call: (6031 352-2844

Show: {ctober 10, 1987
Panul Judge: Ray Johnson

Place: thdson Nes. School, Hudson.

Rag. 1 Regional Meeting

NEM YORK
The Astoris Bird Club
Delegata: Alex Grivas
Calls
Show
Panal Judge:

Places

The Rochester Caga Bird Club
Delegate: Jeanne Murphy
Calls

No show thls year.

NORTH CARIL INA
Tha Charlotte Metrolina Cage
Bird Suriety
Delegate: Patricia Gibson
Calls (7041 S0-1414
Show: September 12, 1967
Pael Judge: Charles Anchor
Place:

]
Central hio Bird Fanciers
Delegate: Joan Gangle
Calls (2181 &b66-9773
Shows Navesber 20-22, 1987
Panal Judqus George Warren
Places Rhodes Center, Colosbus

Tha Natlonal Finch and Softblll

Natlonal Show held with the NCBS.

Show: Novesber 20-22, 1997
Panal Judges George Warren
Places Colushus, thio

Lodging: Hyatt on Capitol Square
Exhibltion: Rhodes Canter of the

Ohlo Exhibltion Center

N8 Annual Mestings Hyatt Hotel

OKLAHOMA

The Bird Fanciers of Oklahosa
Delegate: BGone Miller

Call: (4031 382-7066

Shows October 24, 2987

Panal Judge: Earl Courts
Place: Cent.Plz, Hotel, OKC.

The Oklahosa Cage Bird Society
Delegater Laura Bewley

Call: (91B) 349-2717

Show: October 25, 1985

Panel Judge: WNillias Parlee
Places Cent.Plz.Hotel, OKC.
Region 4 Regional Meeting

PEMNEYLVANIA

The Central Peansylvania

Cage Bird Society

Delegate: Brenda Geesey

Lall: {717) B54-2504

Show: Novesber 14, 1967

Panal Judge: George Marren
Place: Quality lnn, York Valley

Chestér County Bird Breeders
Delegate:s William T. Trace
Calls -

No show this year,

The Philadelphia Avicultural Soc,
Delegate: Rosesarie Prieson
Call:

No show this year,

The Hiddle Tennessee Cage
Bird Ciluh

Delegates Eva Duffy
Call:

Showt Oct., 24, 1967
Panel Judge: Ray Johason

1}



INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATES

VIRGINIA
The Penninsula Cage Bird Society ENGLAND
Delegate: The Australian Finch Society
Call: Delegate: Martin Mogg
Shom: U.5.4.
Panel Judge: Tha International Dove Society
Place: Dalegate: John Pire
NEW ZEALAND
WISCONSIN The New Zealand Finch Breeders

Delegate: Valerie Hughes
ENGLAND

The Iebra Finch Society
Delegate: J.A.M. Prior

The MWisconsin Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Kathryn Konkol

Call:

Shows October 31, 19687
Judge: Ron Philip$tt
Place:

Yes, count me as a member ot the

American Federation of Aviculture
P.O. Box 1568, Redondo Beach, California 90278

THE WA (IR S THE OFF a0 Br MONTHLY PO ATIDIN G THE &FA ANOMPHOBITORGANIZATION

Ptease accept my applicalion for membersiup in 1he American Federalion of Aviculture
Send me 6 issues {3 year) ol the a fa WATCHBIRD magazine, and a membership catg
which entiltes me to all the nghis and privileges ol AFA membership

Check membership calegory desired NEW [ RENEWAL [

Individual $20/year Supporting $35/year - Suataining $50/year .
Commarcial $100/vear. incluges hsting in WATCHBIRD |

FOREIGN MEMBERS: Add $Biyear in U § Funds First class rates avanable on reques!

My checkis enclosedfor \heamoud of $ . _

Name . _ e . e ..
Address _ ——— L . _
Coy__.. . . __ __Sae_ _____ _ ___2p__.____
Ptease ahow 60-90 days jor

delvery of your lisl 5sue Telec‘none ( e ) — ..

LTV



Since 1948
Petaminehas
been the bird food

of champions.
Scientifically formulated,
nutritionally balanced and
university tested, Peta-
mine is a mixture of natu-
ral seeds and includes all
the essential vitamins and
minerais to help you breed
better birds.

Canaries, parakeets, birds produce more
finches, parrots, cockatiels fertale hatchable eggas.

and love birds will be health- Petamine by
ier, stronger and more vig- Kellogg is
Qrous with a daily diet of available in
Petamine. 50z, 2Ib,
Petamine promotes bril- S5ib., 101b.
liant, colorful plummage, — and 25 Ib.
stimulates song and makes packages.
moulting faster andeasier.  Call or write for the dealer
It will even heip nearest you.
your adult ==

— 4

I

Kellogg|
Seeds & Suppiies

322 East Aorica Street @ Mitwaukee, Wisconsn 53201 @ 14141 276-0373



SEATTLE BOARD MEETING

vhe third auarterlv Board meeting of tie societv was heid at the westin
International Hotei, Seattie. Washinoton at 8 o.m. on August 2, i967. In
attendance were: Nancv Reed, Roger (’Conneli. Brenoa Geesev. Brian Binns.
Hal koontz, Al Decoteau, Russ Armitage. and Eill Farles.

The Secretarv’s resort ua5.rea|:l and acceoted. Russ Armitace. societv
Treasurer regorted our account balance to be $4,349.71 as of Auoust 1.
1987.

AFA REPUORT.

Bill Parlee make the fAFA delegates recort. He stated that AFA delepates
Brenda Geesev and himsel# would be attending the AFA Board meetino. Also
at the convention. a NFS Board meetino. Generai Membershio meeting, and
severai FINCHSAVE meetinos would be held.

AFFILIATED CLUBS REPORT.

Russ Armitase read the reaort of Pam Liddv our Club Liaison. e reported
that we had 51 affiliated clubs of which three clubs were not curremt with
their affiliation dues. Russ oointed out that affiiiation dues are due
January 3i. and the remainino clubs must nav immediatelv to assure
deiivery of the awards for their shows. Those clubs are Gold Coast of
Fiorida, beoroia Cage Bird. and Greater Omaha. Kuss renorted that we
pained ten new clubs this year and lost onlv one: Miisaukee Cage Bird
Club.

PUBLISHING COMHITTEE

The Committee chair, Brenda Seesev stated that we were taken orders for
the 1984-B7 Yearbook from sock cooies at the convention. The fee for the
vearbook is $3.00. For those gurchasing thea before publicaticon date,
thev will be mailed uoon publication.

ELECTION COMMITTEE

Bill Parlee oointed out that December of this vear is to be ouwr election
of officers for the coming two years. He asked for volunteers for the
nominating coemittee. Mancy Reed, Brenda beesey, and Fam Liddv appointed
and accented the agocintment. The Committee hopes to oresent two nominees
for each oosition. A brief report was given by Hal knontz resardino his
resignation from the post df Regional Vice-President of the Pacific Coast
Repion and oossibie nominees from that area. (Hal will be nominated for

™



the oosition of Third Vice-President in charge of the FINCHEAVE program).

F1MCHSA REFORT

Hal Koontz, comsittee chair, gave a lengthy report on the progress that
has been sade by the comsittee. He stated that one seeting of the
coasittee had already taken place at the convention and that two more were
already sctheduled for tosorrow. It is the intention of the cossittee, not
to leave Seattle until all the sajor questions regarding the program have
been add-esses. The outrose of those seetings is oublished elsewhere in
this issue of the bulletin.

JUDGES PANEL REFORT

Al Decoteau stated that he sent out notices to Judoes to send in new
ouestiong for the written portion of tha apprentice testing. He stated
that many judoes have done so and that several new tests will be made uo
fros those subaissions.

Al ctarified the rules for aoolication to the apprenticeshio orogras. The
aoolicant must have been a breeder of finches for at least five vears, and
an exhibitor for a perind not less than three vears with verifiable wins
in the too ten at NFS shows.

A discussion was held regarding the ouestion of Hvbridization of finches.

Another lengthy discussion was held regarding the oossibility of sock
judoings for the purooses of the aporenticeshio progras. Sited was the
lack of time at actual shows and the difficulty of aporentices to make
connections with judges to apprentice with thee at shows. 1t was decided
after much discussion to table this idea. Sited was the fact that nearlv
7452 of our shows will have apprentices being testing. The Board felt that
due to this massive turnout of aporentices, further orocedores for testing
will not at this tise be necessary.

The final recort was oiven regarding the complaint received regarding the
Panhandle show. The Board feels that many itess of the comolaint were
unfounded. The areas that the Board felt needed attention have been
communicated to the parties invelved, and that issue has been closed by
the Board. .

A distussion was held regarding the judging of softbills at NFS shows. It
has heen recomsended that softbills be judged first as thev tire before
the finches do.

The Board discussed the International Dove Society and ooints that mayv be

awarded for NFS aegbers showino at those shows. The I.L.5. will be having

two shows under their banner in the sase calendar vear. This oroblee X 1
3



arose wien 10,5, elected to change their show date to a different date
causino twa shows to occur in the same vear,

LEG BAND REPORT

Roger ('Lonnell reoorted the increasing oooularity of the NFS bandiro
progran. He stated that we had alreadv surpassed 1984 lep band sales.

The asount of $1,150 had been collected as of August 1, 1987 for iep bands
sold. The societv has spent $1,192,41 for the orocuresent of bands so far
this year, '

MEMBERSHLIP REPORT

Russ Armitace reported that our sesbership stands at approximately 500
meshers and 51 affiliates. 1t was oointed out that this is a true fioure
as NFS fills unoccupled numbers caused bv non-renewing sembers.

PRODUCTS AND PROMOT NS

Bill announced for Kellv Dahill, take the new 1987 tee-shirts degirting a
_Black-headed, White-breasted mutation of the Souldian Finch were now
available, and would gp un sale the the NFS booth at the AFA convention,
He alsp stated that the shirts would be on sale at the Breat Aserican Bird
Show in Atlanta, The National at Coluebus, or could be ordered froa
Membershio Services.

RESEARCH AND STANDARDS

Al Decoteau reoorted that the Shafttail Standard is near comoletion. Al
asked Brenda Geesey, Shafttail Chair, to present to the Board the draft
copy of the Standard, A visual Standard has also been subgitted (drawm hv
Harold Harnish}, Brenda reported that both the visual and actual written
Standard would be finalized shortly.

Al also reported that the Java Standard Coeaittee is working hard on the
Java Standard headed bv Cecil Bunby. This Standard will be oroposed
sometine in earlv 1988. Al told us that the Diamond Scarrow Comsittee had
not nrogressed as well. MHe asked any additional velunteers for that
comuittee would be greatiy aporeciated.

NATIONAL SHOMWS REFORT

Bill Parlee recorted that all was in a state of readiness for the Great
American in Atlanta, although the Catalog would not be ready in time for
maiiing, The judges for Canaries are: Bernard Devaney, Ken Minder, Bob
Roberts, and Regina Mclarthy. Parrots will be judgec by Al Decotea,

Finches and Softbills by Bill Parlee, Lovebirds by Jancice Prichard. ACS
Cockatiels by Nancy Reed, and NCS Cockatlels by Glen Bibson, Bl1l stated |b




tnat ine format for the show woulo De the Sabe 3s 13SU Year i LAICO.
It will hava the judging, sesinars, sale rooa, cosmsrcial roos,
desonstrations and of course the grand banguet.

Bill announced that tha Kaytee Amard for Best NFS Brad and Banded Finch
would again highlight our Nationa] Show, held in coniunction with the
National Cage Bird Show in Columbus. The show will be hald at the Rhodes
Center at the Dhio State Fair Grounds in Colusbus, The site is just a few
ailes froa our desionated hotel, the Hyatt at Canitol Sauara, All
functions of tha National will be held at the hotel, with the exceotion of
the actual judging of hlrds.

Transoortation between the two tocations will be orovided by the Host
Club, the Central Ohio Bird Fanciers. Ken Stubbart and his staff have
assured us of an escallent show, He said that vans would ba running
between the two locations throughout the show. Registratlon wlll begin at
3 n.e. on Thursday, Novesber 20, 937, Me suqpest to afford you the least
inconvenience that you, upon arrival, take your birds.to the Rhodes
Canter.

Security will ba orovided at the show site throughout the duration. Vans
will then be able to take you to the hotel. For the sase of all
exhibitors, it 1s suggested that you not depend on tha vans to sove blrds
back and forth, onlass special arrangesents are sada.

We are all looking forward to the National and our Panal Judge, George
Narren from England, We will be awarding the Kavtee Award, The Kallogg
for Best in Division, the NFS Plaoves and Rosettes, and an array of
Patronage fwards from clubs around the world,

0LD BUSINESS

The comolaint reqarding the Paphandle Finch judging and the resulting
investigation has been closed and no censwe action was voted unon,

NEW RIS | NESS

Voted on and approved: Starting in 1988, NFS will no longer judge
hybridized finches. Buch will be stated in the NFS 1988 Affiliation
fgreeaent. fs a point of clarification, an affiliation is for ooa show

aer year.

Voted down was a motlon to allow sock judglngs for the purvose of the
Apprenticeshlp Prograa. '

Approved were all seasures taken by the FINCHEAVE comsittes to date. Hal
¥oontz has been given authority to admieister the program in accardance
with the committees findings and direction,

Adjourneent was at 10130 p.e. Next Board Mesting, Colusbus, Nov. 21, \7
1997, v



BUILDER OF WOODEN & METAL NESTBOXES
FROM FINCH TO MACAW

LET'S SEE 300 Il COLUMBUS

THE BIRD RBE8M

Roule 1, Box 399
Delmar, Deiaware 19940

ROBERT AND TERESA WILLIAMS
SHOWCAGES BUILT TO SOCIETY STANDARDS

NFS Showcage Kils
No. 1 No. 2 No. 3
Kil No. 1 unassembiled 12.50 13.75 25.00
No. 2 parlially assembled 15.00 1625 2700
No. 3 assembled wnpawiedy 21.00 22.00 32.00
No. 4 assembled jpanieo) 36.00 37.00 47.00

OTHER SOCIETY SHOWCAGES AVAILABLE

We can only painl Showcages when our backlog of work allows us [0
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"FINCHSAVE" is a reality!l !

The FINCHSAVE Cossittee met at the A.F.A. Convention in Seattle and
f$inalized most of the fine goints of the Breeding Specialist Program.

Taking part in the series of three seetings on August 13, and 14, at the
convention, were Hal Koontz, Val Clear, Nors Kopecky, and Bill Parlee.
The following is a brief sussary of the outcome of those meetinps and fore
the formula that will be used to administer the program. Al the end of
this article is an application that you may fill out for further
information on the program and the particular species you wish to
participate with.

BIRDS THE PRODGRAM WILL COVER

The program will cover all finches and Softbill birds with the exceation
of lebra finches, Societies, Shafttails, Bouldians, and Java Rice Birds.
The program will not cover Pigeons, Doves, Buail, or other gase related
birds. The program say cover additional species upon individual
evaluation.

SPECIFIC GROUPS. Each group will have a leader or Captain. The groups
are: fustralian and Parrot Finches, all Waxbills tAustralian and
African), All Mannikins, South American Finches, European Finches, African
Finches (other than Manniking and Waxbills), and Softbills.

LEE BANDING

All birds bred under the program will require leg banding. NFS bands are
highly recoasendad, however any closed coded band will be acceptable, such
band will not have to be the prescribed size for the bird banded.
Therefore banding after fledging is allowed. 1t should te pointed out
however, that this is for the purpose of the FINCHSAVE program only. If
anv of these birds are to be shown in sxhibition the noraal banding rules
sust be followed.

Parent birds i not already banded sust be banded upon purchase. ARy
identifying band open or closed is acceptable to the comsittee. This is
to asswre the identification of parents of babies when colony breeding is
done. In order to keep track of parentage in coloay situations parents
#ill have to be caught up and identified during the raising of their
babies. B

PARTICTPATION FEE

There is a five dollsr participaticn fee for the orogram whica sust
accospany your apolication. This fee is non-refundable.



nder the prograa you will be required to participate with a certain

usber of pairs of the speries thet you choose, Such requiresent will not
xceed five pairs, and in spme cases may be as little as one pair In
ccordance with the rarity of the bird.

DMINISTRATIN

'INCHSAVE will be adeinistered by a Director with the advisesent of the
"INCHSAVE Comaittee. The structure will continue with seven Group
lanagers as outlined. Reparting to the Group Managers will be individual
jpecies Captains (one for esch species, es becomes necessaryl, Aeporting
-0 thuse Captains will be in individual species participants.

111 agministrators and coamitteemen of the prograe shall, theaselves, be
sarticipants of the FINCHSAVE progras.

winual progress reports will be required from all participants of the
rogras, on a calendar basis.

Jonfidentiality will be of utsost concern. Namses and telephone nusbers
4ill be circulated only within the species involved.

REPRESENTATJONS AND AGREEMENTS

The applicant to the program must feel and represent to the cossittes thet
he or she has the knowledge and experience to believe that be or she can
successfully participate ia the progras. The spplicant further agrees to
purchase the necessary pairs for participation ia a particular species,
They will devote the necessary time and energies in an endeavor to raise
the required nusher of babies per year (the actual agreesent to state the
required nuaber for thet species)

The participant will fill out and return a questioanaire regarding their
progress in the progras, no later than March Ist, for the previcus years
participation.

The participant will first offer to sell babies raised within the prograe
to other participants with the aid of the Species Captain unless relieved
of that responsibility by the Species Captain.

The participant sust notify the Species Captain of any change of address
or any change in the participant’s participation in the prograa, including
but not lieited to, tbe decision not to continue with a species. Any new
species cansidered by the participant sust be commmicated to the Progras
Director, .

1f a participate does not comply with the rules of tbe progras (reports,
etc,) ha may he dropped from the prograe at the discretion of the
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ghe participant sust accurately describe the birds that he or she is
sel]ing ta anather participant in regard to health, age, or any known
defects.

DURATION, AWARDS, AND PUBL ICATIONS

The awards under the program will be given upon the cospletion of five
years and the successful raising of the required musber of bahies under
your agreement. Citations say be published during your participation upon
notable progress toward your goal under the progras.

feturned cuestionnaires will become tbe property of WS and may be used in
the education of its asbers by the publishing comsittee, The
confidentiality cause within your agressent will be upheld. fny msterials
published that would infringe upon that cause would be appraved by the
participant prior to poblication.

Awards for successful coapletion of the program will include, but not be
limited to, a plague of accomolishment, and national recognition for your
achievesents within the FINCHSAVE Progras.

RELEASE OF LIABILI

The participant releases the Mational Finch and Softbill Socisty from any
liability arising from their participation in this program. NFS, its
Directors, the FINCHSAVE Committee, its’ Director, Group Managers, and
Specie Cantains shall be held haraless in any dealings between
adainistrators or participants within the progras.

THIS 15 A SUMMARY OF THE PROGRAM OWLY. SPECIFIC DETAILS ARE INCLUDED IN
THE FINCHSAVE AGREEMENT.

APPLICATION FOR FINCHSAVE
Name NS 3 Phone (__J-
Address____ City___ State_Zia

1 would like to apply for participation in the FINCHSAVE progras. Please
send e the necessary information. Enclosed is the five (3) dallar fee.

1 would like ta participate with {species) .
Send your check and application ta FINCHSAVE, Hal Koontz, Z&04 Auburn (t.,
Bakersfieid, CA 93304,
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KEEPING HUMMINBIRDS, Charlie Anchor

In the earlv 1950’s. a store in New York. Capricorn Aviaries, began
importing Humaingbirds. A few fros tise to tise. Prior to this, as far
as my knowledge went, only a few loom were bringing them in, and then,
only sporadically. : :

I had to have thea. I had been keening many of the Scftbills and felt that
Humwinobirds would be the ultimate. At this tise in the world of
Aviculture, you have to resember, there were no ready made nectars to
feed. Each Zoo and private individual that tried to keep Husaers devised
their own feedino methods. In talking to different Zoo keepers and
Aviculturists around the country, it seesed each person had devised their
own. Everyone agreed that there was such rcooa for isprovesent. To keep a
Hummer alive for a year, was guite an accoeplishment.

Understanding all this, 1 still had to have thew. I began by building a
special flight to house thes. Three faet wide, by four feet high, by
seven feet long, built into the wall of the Familv room with natural
perches. Glass front with solid sides which was recossended by a
Milwaukee Zoo Keeper, which 1 found to be qood advice. Husmers and a bar
cage do not mix.

| followed another theory that bird's will not fly into a dimly 1it area.
With a florescent fixture in the Humser’s cage and keeping the main
perches at the far ends of the cage, sore or less, forced them to fly past
the windows not into them. Alsa the glass windows face into the Family
rooa which is on the lower level and masy to keep dim. We live in a
bi-level. | never had a Hummser fly into the glass and injure itself.

Inside the flight, flowering plants were kept in an effort to provide thes
with sose natural food sowce. In my part of the country, flowering
plants are hard to kesp. This meant consistently changing the plants. In
the spring and susser this was easy, in the fall and winter this sometises
got tuite expensive. Another source of a natural food supply was Fruit
Flies, which everyone recomsended In the early days as being a necessary
part of the Hussingbird diet. Believe it or not, a steady supply of Fruit
Flies is & difficult order to fill. Keeplng rotten fruit argund is not
pleasant and the house is constantly full of Fruit Flies, which was not
aporeciated,

e then found out about a culture scientific supply house, and the
availability of Fruit Flies. WNe then had Fruit Flies in the winter
sonths, but we still had flies all over the house, The supplier suggested
Hingless Fruit Flies. 1 would shake sose into a small flat dish in a



larger dish of water, the Hussers would cose down to eat perched an the
rim. There was no way to supply a cosplete diet of natural foods. Each
aviculturist fed his own nectar. Sugar and water were the bases for all
of thes. Also there was one available fros England, but it too, lacked
sosething. Husaers were still not lang-lived in captivity.

All along 1 was working with Hank Bates, Bob Busenbark, Ray Johnsan, and
Dr. Kelly, all friends of sine, exchanging our results with different
forsulas. We finally settled on one which 1 wifl be glad to send to
anyone sariously thinking of keeping Hussers, It is also marvelous for
Sugarbirds, Tanagers and other softbills. This forsula was made uo in 32
ounce guantitims and frozen in ice cube trays.

In this wiy we would take out the nusber of cubes needed for the next day
and thawed them in the refrigerator. This was put in the flight in early
aorning, then changed arpund noon. ln early evening, a nectar of
solasses, sugar, vitamins, and water was exchanged for the foraula. Thig
was left until early morning. [t was also used to feed the Humsers while
at shows.

Humsers are very sturdy birds. They stand travel very well and almost
never fly in panic. The have cosplete confidence in the flying ability.
To sy knowledge nohody in the U.5.A. has bred them. This would certainly
be a feather in someone’s cap.

INSECTS
. MEALWORMS

LTI
’.5 !_L'-UE FEEDER

wAXWUAMS
FLY LARVAE

AslspazAzhu

N =
TOP QUALITY - LOWEST PRICES

P.O. Box 15004
Humilon, OH 45016

CALL OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE
TO ORDER CALL TOLL FREE
-800-

ALL OTHEA CALLS 1-513-883-4937
KNOWN FOR QUALITY AND SERVYICE




jreading Cherry Finches, Hal M. Koontz

Khen compared to the brightly colored Gouldian Finch. the flashy Diamond
Sparrow and the striking Shafttail Finch, the Cherry finch appears to be
sooewhat plain, While the Cherry finch may not win the battle of first
ienressions, it is a chareing species, and is ouite beautiful.

The Cherry finch, Aidemcsyne modesta, is also known as the Plushead
finch, 1 usually think of the Charry finch as a seall finch, although it
is larger than the Owl and Star finches, 1ts basic color is browm. Its
back and upper tail are brown with white spots on them. lts face, chest
and abdosen are white with brown barring across it in a distinct reqular
pattern like Zebra stripes, only brown and white, The crown and throat {
in a circle of bib) are dark purple which looks black except when it is in
the sunlight. The tail is black; the beak is black and the legs, feet,
and eyes are brown. As with most finches, a description never does
justice to the soecies. You need to see the bird or a picturs to
appreciate its’ beauty.

therry finchas are sexually dimorphic. The sale hes such sore purole
under the beak and on the crown than the hen, Consequently it is not
difficult to be certain that the two birds you have set uoc are a oair.
Cherry babies color out fast, i.e., they go through their juvenile soult
into their adult olumage at about six to eight weeks of age. Prior to the
juvenile moult, Charry babiss do not have the barring and do not have the
purple bib or crown. 1t is difficult to sex Cherry babias prior to the
juvanile soult,

Dne negative characteristic of the specias (st least in my Cherry finchesi
is that the sajority of the babies are sales. Ny birds consistently raise
wore males than fesales. last year 1 had & clutch of babies raised by a
pair of Cherries and all four babies were sales, Add this to the seven
axtra salas | already had and it cospounded ay problem. 1 hope other
breeders have experienced different results and have raised extra

fesales. My birds have been heavy ot salas for sany years now.

My Cherry finchas breed all ysar round. Unlike most of my Australian
finches, 1 had several pairs of Cherries nesting during last winter.
Cherry finches use natural nesting sites such as tusbleweeds, tall grass
or bushes. [ have had nasts in past boxes only a couple to tises, My
hirds use Bermuda grass for nesting saterial. They weave long strands of
grass into their nest and finish it off with few feathers,

Cherry finches are a fairly nervous bird. During the day if I entar the
aviary, the oarent incubating the mggs will fly off of the nest as soon as



the aviarv door begins to open. Thev must know that 1t 15 harder for me
to find their nest if 1 cannot see thea fiv out of the nest whiie being
closer. At night. if both birds are in the nest and | enter the aviary,
ane of the Cherries will flv out of the nest to distract av attention. He
usually makes a lot of noise to attract mv attention. The ather Cherry
continues to stav in the nest unless [ get very close to it.

Cherry finches stav in constant contact with each other. The two mates
are constantlv callinp softly to each other. Their call is not very
distinct, being a soft and shot call. The one instance 1 have noticed
theam to be noisv is when their babies fledpe. They chirp [oudly to their
babies for several davs after the babies fledge and thev scold me for
heino a threat to their babies.

My Cherrv finches usvally nest about three feet off the ground. Dn one
occasion. 1 had a oair build a nest in the branches of a tree which was
growing through the roof of my aviary. The nest was touching the roof
oanel of the aviary. Needless to say, I could not look into the nest very
easily. But generally, my Cherries build a low nest. Their nest is saall
whan coapared to most other Australian finches, and has no entrance
turinel. When not breeding, they do not build a roosting nest and prefer
to slees out in the open on a perch or in a bush. [ have read the
Cherries are sensitive to nest disturbances, but that is not mv
experience. | check my aviaries once a week and lpok in all the nests. My
experience is that Cherries go right back to the nest when 1 leave the
aviary and do not abandon their eggs or young.

Cheerv finches are pretty hardy. cold temperatures get down into the high
20's at my house during the winter and the Cherries still sieep out in the
open and even breed. Cherrv finches are fairly easy to breed. [ have
read that pair bonding is very important in Cherry finches and 1 think
there is somse truth to this. 1t is better if the Cherries can choose
their own mates and are not re-paired later after having raised babies. I
have had some difficulty getting re-paired birds to breed. My best
results are froa un-bred birds, or birds that have not been set wo for
breeding for awhile.

Cherry finches are very peaceful. You will have no trouble adding Cherry
finches to a mixed collection unless it is the Cherry finch that is being
picked on. Cherries like greenfood very much. 1 feed my birds Swiss
chard and half ripe seed heads. They are one of the first species to
start eating after | feed greens.

My Cherry finches lay five eggs in a clutch. Fertilitv is usually very
high. My birds are slightly better than: average parents. |1 have some
pairs that do an excellent job raising their babies. 1 have other pairs
that will only raise one or two babies per clutch. Both parents sit on
the eggs at nigh. Incubation takes approximately 14 days. The babies
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fledge at approximately 21 days of age. They return tm the nest for the
first few nights after fledging but thereafter slaep out on the perch like
their parents. The babies are independent at about 33 days.

For many years the Cherry finch was not a very popular species. [ was
able to raise thea but did not receive many calls from people wanting
thes. Consequently, [ put less eaphasis on the species and bred fewer of
thea. fbout six vears ago, it seemed like breeders discovered the
species. My surolus stock was bought and ! have seen steady desand for
the speciws ever since. [ was encouraged by a breeder recently who want
to concentrate on this species for the FINCHSAVE proaram. He need wore
breeders working with this species. Cherry finches are much less cosaon
than aany of the Australian finches and could use some work in getting
thes better established in Aserican aviculture.

EDITOR'S NOTE: If vou have questions about Australian finches, write to
Hal at 2404 Auburn Court, Bakersfield, CA 93304. He would probably be
interested in hearing fros any of you who have excess Cherry hens, as
well.

BEST
WISHE S

Nancy ¢ 4. Roeed
109 STAGECOACH ROAD

RINDSOR CONN., UBU9S




A BASIC STANDARD, Jon Hoffman

Note: The following is & oronosed standard and subiect to revision,
Judges Panel ingut, and Board of Director’s anoroval,

CONFORMATION. . . . . , ., . 30 POINTS
CONDITION . . . ., . .. . 20 POINTS
CXOR . . v v o v s v+, 15 FOINTS
DEFORTMENT .. .. ... . 19 POINIS
PRESENTATION. . . , . . . . 3 POINIS

CONFORMATION (50 POINTS)

Conformation is alwavs to be considered as the sinale aust imoortant
tactor in judging finches and softhbills, LConformation includes
considerations of size, shape ("type™}, proportion and substance,

BIJE: Size is of course, relative. Each bird shall be judged as it
pertains to that species. A bird that is sarkedlv oversized or undersized
for its species shall be considered faulted. @ bird that s slightly
larpger than noraal would be oreferable to one that is slichtlv undersized.
lntil a soecies Standard has been develooed for a particular species, a
normal sized bird will receive the most consideration in the size

category.

SHAPE AND FROPDRTION: When a number of birds are shown in the same class,
the comparison method of judging is of great importance when considering
shape and orovortion. The shape of the bird should be indicatery to the
species shosn, The oortions should be correct, i.e.. head size to body
size, beak size to head size, length of the neck, etc. A bird that is
shaped incorrectly or out of proportion to that that is known of the
species will dramsatically lose points in the area of conformation.

SUBSTANCE: Substance is generally considered to be the degree of
muscuiature and fat to bone structure. The terms, "Cobby"™ and "Snaky" are
often used in judging. “Cobby" refers to a sore robust, full bodied bird,
While "Snaky" refers to the bird that appears sore snakelike in body,
Certain soecies should exhibit the “Cobby" appearance, They should be
well develoned with a SO ratio of fat and muscle, An example of this
would be the robustness of the febra Finch and the sore streaslined
appearance ("Snaky") of the Indian Silverbill. The soecies that are of
the second reference will show a sore highlv develooed muscul ature and
less fat in percentage,

BENERAL CONSIDERATIONS: More generally the following will be considered
where approoriate according to the species showny 29



The line of the back and chest. The wing carriage. The tail length and
angle as it oertains to the body and species. In the "Cobbier" species
the neck will apoear to hiend into the back. In the "Snakier" seecies the
neck Will show sosewhat, giving the appearance of a "nip” in the head to
back line. The wing carriage should in most cases be sven and straight
off the hack line. The length and breath of the tail should be as the
spECies desands.

Beneral faults would be tumors, growths, sxcess scaling of the legs and
feat, eissing toes and nails, obvious cracking, scaling, and crossing of
the beak. Any sign of ohvious disease will be faulted. Judoes will fauit
any defect in oroportion to its jsportance to the bird. For instance, a
eissing nail or hairline scaling of the beak will not he counted as
heavily as a crossed beak or cataract of the eye. in general, faults that
say eventually effect the health or breeding ability of the hird wll
count most heavily.

CONDITION (20 POINTS)

Judges will consider a hird’s condition to be of great 1moortance.
Condition refers to the overall health, apcearance, and grooming of the
soecigs. The condition of feathering is of oarticular jmoprtance. and
will sake a strono imcression on the judge.

All feathers should be oresent; broken or eissing feathers will he
penalized, as wili any sign that the feathers have been trimsed to create
a aore even appearance. The feathers should lie smoothly along the body
and should be clean, and free of any foreign matter. feather lumps. or
deforeities. There should be no visible pin feathers or hare soots other
than the bare areas of skin associated with eynahs, hell hirds,
picathartes, and other hirds to witch these skin patches are to be
considered norsal. There should be no fraved or rough feathering in
accordance with the norsal oerfection for each individual soecies shown.

Many finches and softhills will partially erect their feathers while
disolaving: such behavioural traits are not to he confused with poor
feather condition. Allosance sust be made, as well, for variations in
feather texture among different soecies,

Excellent olumage is normally apparent in many of the waxbills,
Shafttails. Pala finch, and other species: these birds will be judoed with
a critical eve to concition. as it is not difficult to keeo thea in top
condition. Other birds. such as, Farrot finches, whvdahs, ouail, and the
like, are seldoe seen 1n oerfect condition. The degree of difficuliv wiil
be taien 1nto consideration bv the judge when these hirds are shown.

These "difficult® pirgs will psoecially imoressive when shown 1n too
conditzon.
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£ves should be bright, ciear and clean, free froe discharge or enlargesent
of the lids. The area of the nostrils should also be free of discharge.
Nostril ooenings should be clear, and without signs of any abnormality.
The beak should be clean and free of excess scale or crustiness. The
sendibles of the beak must not cross or be uneven. The feei and legs
"should be clean and free of scalino or abnormal growths, Toe nails should
not be sissing and should be of the prooer length: triesed if necessary.

In general. the appearance of the bird should indicate excellent health on
the part of the bird, and excellent care on the part of the owner.

LOROR (I3 POINTS)

Color reguiresents will vary for each species or mutation shown., As a
rule, the death of color and evenness of color will be of isoortance. In
hirds whera sharo dividing lines between colors is essential, any
"ticking" of opposing colors in tha base field will be less desirable. In
many soecies calor suffusion or & blending of one colar into another is
befitting. In these cases the degree of oraduation of calor tones will be
taken into consideration, as the species shown demands.

In pied mutstions, symsetry of sarkings and a pleasing degree of color
contrast are desirable. ldeally the degree of piedness should be SOI
light to 50X base color. The syasetry of those markings are however, a
pore significant conslderation. 1n mutations where dilute or dark factors
are oresent they are judged without prejudice.

Al] birds shown will be judged as to the sex of the species. A hen of the
species will be judged for the type and calor normally present in a hen,
and not in cosparison to & cock blrd. Likewise, a species that
experisnces both nuptial and eclipse plumage will be judged for the
plusage that the bird is in at the time of judging. Birds that are
somewhere in—between tha change in plusage will be less desirable than
birds that bave eclipsed or are in full nuptial feather. Juvenile blrds
are difficult to judge and will seldom compete successfully against birds
that have full bodies and adult rolorations.

Judges will examine birds for true colorations of beak, legs, and feet.

DEPORTMENT (10 PRINTS)

Deoortsent refers to the way in which a bird carries or displays itself in
the show cage at the timse of judging. A judge must be very familiar with
& species to be sure deportsent is judged correctly.

Generally speaking, all birds should show thesselves in & way which allows
the judga to avaluate all other points of the Standard. Birds should nat
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cower at the bottow, or “bash" about the cage. A bird that stays at the
bottos of the cage may not be able to be properly judged.

Deportsent in finches and softbilis takes on an added disension coapared
to many other types of birds. A judoe must consider the “demeanor® of the
bird shown. “Deseanor” is the way in which, or the ouality by which, a
bird outwardly manifests its personality. Many species, like lebras,
Gouldians, Green Singers, Shafttails, and Societies will perch for long
periods of tise. These and other birds that should show a strong perching
ability, should show confidence and a proudness of stance. A waxbill on
the other hand will exhibit a near constant hoo from perch to perch. At
gach turn back it will flick its tail from side to side, pause, and make
the hoo back to the other oerch. This will continue throughout the
judging. This is “deseanor” and is shown in different wavs in sever al
species. A waxbill that shows itself as a rigidly perched bird, will be
gasy to judge, but will not be true to fora, it will lose points for not
exhibiting the nualities of deseannr essential for that soecies.

In the case of a weavers, and other similarlv flightv birds, consideration
will be oiven to the fact that the bird will be nervous in the confines of
a show box, howsver a bird that shows evidence of bashing and being
coapletely unfamiliar with the show box will receive less goints than a
bird that is somewhat calm and relaxed. In the case of a humaingbird,
perching is not necessary. Toucans, Starlings, Touracos, Cloroasis, and
other similar softbills should show a degree of steadiness in the cage.

ALl finches and softbills should disnlay themselves to advantage, with an
air of confidence, alertness. and exhibiting characteristic behaviar.

PRESENTATION (5 POINTS)

NF5 does not currently reauire the use of standard show caces, althoush it
is highly recommended. Show cages, or boxes. are desioned for uniforsity
anc tn show each bird off to its best advantage. Show boxes being unitorm
fio not create distractions. and allow the bird to be judged without taking
the cage into consideratioa.

1§ other than a show boz is used the cage sust be of correct size for the
bird shown. It should adeit enough light to allow the judge to be able to
examine the bird. It should norsally {excest softbills) have two perches
of correct size for the bird shown, olaced from front to back. Perches
shouid Se placed far snough apart to allow for tail clearance. Swings,
toys and other itess must be resoved from the cage befare the judging.
Such itess along with distinctly unusual calorations of the cage or box
nay be considersd cage sarking, and be disoualified. Normal show box
colors are glossy black on the exterior and white, off white, or oowder
blue on the interior.
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The cage floor should be covered with seed anproariate to the bird shown.
ground corn cob, or plain gravel. Show box bottoas should be seed
covered, Waterers say be used, but should be unobtrusive and easily
resoved by a steward if necessarv.

Cage doors should be securely latched. The cleanliness of any show cage
is of utmost imoortance.

BENERAL STATEMENT OF STANDARD

This general Standard for finches and saftbills is to be used as a ouide
to judging birds for which an official NFS Standard has not been adopted.
The goints attributed to each characteristic, is to show the importance
of that particular characteristic as it pertains to the judging of the
whole bird. Whenever judging more than one bird, judging will be done by
the comparison method officially approved by the National Fimch and
Softbill Society.

Editorial note: Thanks goes to Jon Hoffman who wrate the original
prososal for this Standard. Printed here is the first revision, further
revisions say take place before adoption by the Society.

LET'S SEE 300 FINCHES AND
SOFTBILLED BIRDS AT OUR
1987 COLUIMBUS NATIONAL.

COIMMPETE FOR THE KRYTEE

BDEST NFS B & D
BY EXHIBITOR AWARD




OVERSEAS PATRONAGE PROJEET
by Tom Rood

It is with great pleasure and the permjssion of our President, Bill
Farlee, that [ am able to write this article. I am hoping that the NFS
sembers 7ind my project interesting, and 1 am also hoping it will stir.
even aore interest in the Finch Division at the {987 Natianal Cage Bird
show in Colusbus, Dhin.

My "Overseas Fatronage Project™ actually started right after the 5t. Louis
National. | was the recipient of a silver medal for 2nd best Society
Finch. This sedal was donated to the National jthrough the courtesy of
Dr. Val Clear. Dr. Clear received the medals froa the National Bangalese
Fanciers Association of England. At about the same time, ! read an
article in London’s Cage and Aviary Birds {of which 1 am a subscriber)
froa a club in Australia wanting to exchange patronage awards. 1 wrote to
this club expressing the interest of our local cage bird club, the
1llino1s Bird Fanciers. 1 sent some of our clubs rosettes and ribbons to
Australia and in exchange received & beautiful diplomas, each depicting a
different type of bird. 1 then started reading Cage and Aviary Birds a
little closer, i.e. the "club news" colusns. [ was surorised to see that
many foreign cage birds clubs were interested in exchanging patronage
awards. That's when mv real oroject started.

Being “"fwards Chairman" for my local club, | decided to try and get some
new and different awards for our annual show: sosething different than our
usual ribbons and rosettes. ['a not sure if [ was appainted as awards
chairaan, volunteered for the position, or was sisply drafted'! You see,
our ciub is ouite saall and friendly, and whoever has the oen and paner is
in charpe of writing the nases. Apparently, at this oarticular seeting,
did not have the pen and paper!

Over my Christeas bresd (2nd grade teacher}, | wrate to several overseas
clubs to see if they would be interested in exchanging awards. since our
club is an all breed club, [ wrote to various clubs soeciaiizing in
budgies, color canaries, type canaries, formign birds, Zebra Finches,
Saciety Finches, etc. Several weeks jater the letters and oaclages
started arriving. 1 found the jetters verv interestino and ocoen to
seining with the proiect. [t seesed like ["d inown these oeaole
nersonaiiv for gany vears. As a satter of fact, I’w still writino to
seéveral overseas fanciers on a pen—nal basis and find it ouvite rewarding
ang fun. Many of the Patronage Secretaries I wrote to were kind enough to
pass mv exchange letters on to their friends in ather clubs 1 hadn’t even
witten. The friendiiness and hosmitality shown by these fanciers could
o a senarate articie in 1tself. '
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ABIL. #hen 3.l Was said and dove. [ ha.e rece:.es Jait6iala asarcs from
anorocirately ZU Glrierent cage 0irds ciubs ir Enguanc. acatland. beigluk.
Northern [relanc. Australia and Canacda. | mighi sertion t-atr ['.e geen
extnhanoing rosettes with Soon Beanett’s .lepr.- Avianiez: leora Sinch ¢len
for 3 vears now. These rosettes are guite souont after amo-a cur locai
cage bird clubs. Most of the oatronage awards . receiveg were in the forn
of rosettes. which are suite difierent tha- the rosettes se g:ve in the
u.§. Thev are verv brightiv rolored and their color compl-ations are very
striiing. 1 aiso received many unloue ant beautifu: dipigeas anc
certificates froa various specialtv clubs. Jne Iedra 7inz> Club sent
alonc a aoic medal and a mipiature olague. © Juess tne tost uplouB award
: receiven cane from a Canary club 1n Englanc. The. actuallv sent me
their official club gullover swpater, corolete with esaroicered satch of
their club logo.

To out it mldlv, | received more stuff than © couid ever Zegin to use at
one show! After covering the mecessarv c.asses and sections for our
tlub’s annual show, | sent some of the gatronage awards to other all breed
clubs in mv area. 1 also set aside a good nusder of patrunage awards for
the NFS to use at the Nationai, and I'm haoov to sav that Bill Parlee has
given his okav to award these prizes at the National. A coeolete list of
all awards for cur National is located elsewsere in this issue.

[ am hooing you are planning to show your fincnes at this year's
National. The oniy way you can take some of these international amards
noae is to SHOW YOUR BIRDS! Best wishes and good juck to aii NFS members
during the 1987 show season.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Tom was the winner of the Best N°5 Bred and Banded Finch
at our 1984 hational. @&long with the Kaytee Award, Tom won the kellogq
with the sase gair of Isbras for best in division.

Ke owe a debit of thanks to Tom for his hard work 10 obtaining these orized
awards which will be awarded at owr Nationai in Coiusbus.

The National Finch and Softhill Society supo:ies Patronage Awards to the
Iebra Finch Society of England, the Australian Finch Society, and the New
Iealand Finch Breeders. Our Patronage awards are 24" Rosettes, sarpon in
color, stating that they are awarded by the Nitional Fioch and Softbill
Society U.5.A. "Special Patronage Award”. These are intended to be
awarded at their National Shows. Unfortunately, due to the cost of these
awards they are not available to local clubs, inside or outside the U.S.A.
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AWARDS SCHEDULE FOR THE NFS
NATIONAL SHOW
NOVEMBER 19-21, 1987
COLUMBUS, OHI10

In addition to the standard Sectional and Divisional tronhies and Rosettes
issued bv the National and the host club. NF5 will be awarding tne
following special awards for our National Show,

Best in Division - NFS Plaoue, Rosette and Kellong Troohy.

Best NF3 1987 Bred and Bended - The Kavtee Award.

Second in Division - NFS Plague and Rosette.

Third in Division - NFS Plague and Rosette,

Fourth thru Tenth - NFS Rosette.

Best Iebra Finch - Gold Medal {E.Anolian IFS} - Rosette (Stottish 2F5)

Second Best - Rosette (Southern Counties IFS)

Third Best - Rosette (Yorkshire and Allied 7F5)

Best Societv - Rosette (London & Southern Counties Bangalese Fanciers)
Second Best - Rosette {(fivon lebra and Bengalese Club)

Third Best - Rosette {Avon lebra and Banoalese Club)

Best fustralian - Rosette and Dinloma (Australian Finch Society)

Second Best - Shield from the AFS

Third Best - Shigld froa the AFS

Unfliohted - Rosette {Foreign Bird Club of Coventrv)

Best Society Pr. - Rosette and dioloma (Mat'l Bangalese Fanciers dssoc.)
Best Aust. Pr. - Rosette and dinloma (Australian Finch Society)
Best lebra Pr. - Rosette (South Mestern IFS)

Diplosa (Hastings Vallev. NSW. fustralial

Best Softhill ~ NFS Plague
Rosette {Foreign Bird Societv of Coventry)

Their are a counle of other awards that are not listed here. as thev have
not cose in as vet. One of them is being hand carried by our judge,
Beoroe Warren of Paulsgrove, England,
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BREEDING THE GREEN
EINGING FINCH by Tim Morris

Shortly after learning the hasics of how to care for Breen Singing
Finches, | purchased a true pair for about forty dellars. The female had
an unbroken necklace of brown feathers around her throat, The male'’s
throat was pure yellow. The song of the sale Green Singing Finch earns
him his nase. He could sing ail day long, and 1 would never complain.

1 observed the new birds in their quarantine cage for the first week.
During this tise, 1 was looking for probless which are sosetimes sissed
when the hirds enter this country through USDA quarantine. Internal and
axternal parasites are a real possihility, 1 once received Blue-capped
Waxtills that showed small amounts of hlood in their droppings. After
preparing a slide with a sasoie in a solution, the eggs of the thread wors
could be seen through the microscope. 1versectin was prescribed by the
yeterinarian and the probles was cured in a short time, even though the
internal parasite may not kill the host {(why should it?} the bird is
weakened and becomes sore vulnerable to disease,

After 1 was satisfied that the singing finches were not sick or carrying
parasites, | put thes into a iarge flight cage with canaries.

During the following aonth, the condition of the birds imsproved. They
seesed to hecose more robust as the weeks went by, I had no orobless
getting them onto hard-boiled eggs, ieat spinach, and apple. Canary
mixture and extra thistle was used as the seed portion of the diet. For
extra calcium and arit, 1 gave thes cuttlebone and Abba mineral with sose
bone mseal mixed in.

In August, 1 decided to wove the singing finches hecause of the stress
that they were causing the canaries. Their new hose was a thirty inch
treeding cage with a aodified canary nest installed. To modify the open
canary nest, the inside diameter was raduced to 2 1/2" by using an insert
and two felt liners. The nest itself was situated at top perch level in
the hack corner of the cage. Shredded paper towel worked well as extra
nest building material. '

Three weeks after suving the pair into the breeding cage, the feaile
started carrying the shredded paper towel to the nest from the floor.
Within 24 hours she started laying eggs, but stopped at two. The first
80 was ejected from the nest at day four, and the other eqg was candled
and found tag be clear after J weeks of incubation.

Within five days from the time 1 pulled the infertile egg, the han was

24



laving eggs again. The second clutch was cospieted when three eggs were
laid. she started incubation with the first egg and the male assisted
oart-tise during the day.

Each eqq hatched at day 13. Almost all of the food being fed to the young
was being brought to the them bv the male,

The male singer seesed to have the biggest apoetite at that time for hard
boiled egg, spinach, thistle and canary mix. 1 resesber the nestlings
sticking their heats out from under their mother, and pulling back in like
turtles, when anyone camse close to thea.

Within a week from hatching, the nestlings eves were ppen, and they were
ready to band. 1 used the NF§ size "C" band. The parents did not bother
the bands because the whole operation was done late in the day to avoid
this type of orobles. (Mhen the birds awake in the morning they have
forqotten about the bands.)

When the nestlings were two weeks oid, they started to leave the nest for
short periods of tise during the day, and the hen was no longer brooding
the young at might. The babies were so tase at that time that they would
sit on ay hand while putting in food or cleaning.

By day 18, it was decided to put the father into a separate cage because
of feather picking aimed at the youngest. The hen finished the feeding to
the weaning time of about four weeks. The higgest difference between
breeding canaries and the singing finches seeas to be the nest size as
stated earlier, the egg appearance leggs are white and about 1/2° widel,
and the fact that Green Singers are naturally more active and less
confiding than canaries. This leads se to believe that a larger cage is
needed for a serious breeding attempt.

1 would not suggest housing singers with smaller birds, simply because of
the smaller, more passive bird’s disadvantage of size and speed during the
breeding season. The establishaent of territory may be a very
uncoafortable affair for the less aggressive bird when it has no place to
retreat to.

fnother big difference from canary breeding is that Green Singing Finches
aften cose to us from the wild. When dealing with birds fros the southern
hemisphera, the seasons are reversed froa our own; They think fall is
soring, Chviously, there is evidence that ay bird’s time clocks were
still set on African time.

1 sincerely hope that there are many other NFS members raising Sreen
Binging Finches. 1 know that 1 have cospared singers to canaries at
length because of their faaily relationship as Serins. [t is ironic that
the difference between thea is what makes them so interesting to se. <
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SHOW SEASON SURVIVAL
by Bill Parlee

the show season is either to cose, here. or aiready oasi: that's according
to how manv shows vou travel to, where you iive, or when your local show
vas held. The show season creature is a many faceted one, There are
those who work all vear on their own local show, and attend just that
show, There is the more traveled show creature who attends several shows
in his region, Then there is the suger show creature, he is the one who
travels around the countrv from the end of sumaer to the dees of winter,
exhibiting weekend after endless weskend,

There are other show creatures as well, those unsung creatures who are the
*workers®, The ones who, hope against hope, that all their work will
alipw their show to come off without a hitch. The show Secretaries,
Treasurers, Divisional Secretaries, Stewards, and Catalog Editors. It
seess like they have worked for a year to take part in, and watch, a
ohenpsenon that lasts just a few hours.

The other creature in all this folderol, is the show Judee, They are an
odd 1ot indeed. They may drive a few weekends of the season to shows in
their area, They may become meabers of the “Freauent Flyer Programs®, of
so many airlines that they never reap the awards offered by the airlines,
as each tise they travel, they find themselves on a discounted fare of a
different airline. They seldom charge what their exgenses really are,
They are heros to some, and buss to others, They hope to do justice to
all, knowing full well that they will please 0% at best,

This pretty well defines the chow season creature, except for the first
~tiser, The first-tiser is the person with one bird to echibit., They
will go to the show the day of the show, oay their fee for shaWing, win or
lose, and go hose never understanding what it took to put the show on,

Thus, this quide to help you get through the show season, this year and
next. MWe’ll set this up with suggestions in four major sections. If you
foliow these suggestions, life during the show seasen kay be just a litter
bit easier for you, and for those you come in contact with,

IHE FIRST-TIMER

Try to find cut what goes on at a show before the fact, You will enioy

the day such more, wien you know what's going on, Read this article,
contact show officials a head of tise, get Dr, Decoteaw’s book on BIRDG
EXHIBITING by TFH publications, Read A.C.B.H, magazine, you will find
artitles on shows and exhibiting, Above all, when you get to the show,

ask the registrar everything you'll need to know, and have fun, L“



THE_EXHIB1TOR

1, HMake a decision as to the shows that you hope to attend, Listings are
available in A.C.B.M. several months in advance. Write to the show
Secrstary, get a copy of the catalog and registration forms. If you have
these filled out in advance, it will make your check-in auch sore
arganlzed and expeditious.

2. 1f you’ll be traveling by air, purchase your tickets in advance to
save money. Never schedule yourself to arrive the morning of the show.
1 you eiss a connection, or the airlines tesporarily loses your luggage
or birds, you sight siss the show. When making reservations at a hotel
{(if the show is at a hotel) try to get a room that is convenient ta the
show hall.

3. hen arriving at the show, go in first without your birds, find out
where the registration tables are, and where your entries should be put
while you fill out the show tags. Remewber, the show has a starting time,
Don’t arrive after registration has ended and expect the management to
turn the show up-side-down to accomsodate you.

4, Whin judging begins, try to learn from what the judges say about
different birds. Be quiet, talk softly with associates. There is nothing
worse at a bird show, than a loud mouth. [f you disagree with show
officials on their procedures, or the judges decisions, don’t be a jerk
sbout it. Contact the show Manager and briefly and calaly point out your
disagreempnt, 1f you have not been matisfied, write to show officials
after the show. If you believe critical errors have been made in actual
judging, and if the judge is a panel judge, representing a national
society, there is probably a grievance procedure to follow.

3. Putting on a show can be stressful for those working on the show.
Whenever you are asked to help, try to do so. Sometises on the day of the
show, the show sanager finds he is short workers. You may even see a way
to help without begin asked. Ask the show sanager if you cin help in some
wy.

6. The club sponsoring the show you are attending needs your financial
suppart. The registration fse seldom covers the cost of putting an a
show, There are sany things you can do to halp. Donate to the raffle,
buy raffle tickets, purchase food and drink at the club sponsored booth,
whenever possible attend the show banguet, Many of us cannot afford to
take out a full page show ad in the catalog. Check it out' There say be
a bresders llsting in the catalog that only costs a few "bucks®. Be a
good show citizen.
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GHOM NMANAGEMENT (THE WORKERS)

1. Don’t wait till the last soment to plan your show. [n the past few
years the well organized clubs are working on next years show before this
years show has taken place. It’s a good idea to have two show comwittees
in operation at the samse time. One that’s working on this years’ show and
one on nest years’. The most isportant job for next years® committes is
the early engagesent of judges. As sore and more shows sprout up around
the country, it has becose sore difficult to get good judges. Many judges
are booked a year in advaoce. 1f your show is in October, don™t wait
unti] the following March to contact judges. Chances are you will be
disappointed.

2. To assure the success of your show, advertize it for the three months
oroceeding the show in magazines such as A.C.B.M. and other publications
that are willing to publish such information. Many may charge a fee. [t
is we]l worth the nominal charge. Announce your show date, judges and
show location. @ person to contact for information is also extremely
helpful.

3. Plan for enough signing. This will help direct exhibitors or the
public to the show itself, the raffle area, the bird sale room, the
judging, and anything else you want peopie to find. @ general
annguncesent sign at the entrance is helpful, listing the locations of
major events.

4. 1f this is your first show, or you will have many untried workers, by
all means have a show workshop. Your workers will be able to understand
their jobs a head of time, and be sore knowledgable the day of the show.

5. GSomething that is often forgotten, is that you want both the
exhibitors and public alike to return next year. Show your gratitude.
Many have made loog drives (sosetimes in bad weather] or have flown to the
show at great cost. Hake everyme feel that they are appreciated.
Instruct your staff to try to accommodate the exhibitor in anyway
possible. Put your most cheerful workers in the greeting positions.

6. If you have a banquet, make it short and sweet. Do your best to have
good food at a reasonable orice for that which is offared. 1f the awards
are given out at the banquet, keep other soeeches at a minimus. Don’t
hand put two dozen awards tu your own club sembers for doing everything
including picking up after monthly meetings. This makes for a boring time
for all. A sajor award or two for service or breeding success at a

banguet in addition to the show awards, wili keep the banguet at an
acceptable length. Don’t ask judges to get up and say "how good all the
birds were today”. After you have heard a judge say this just once at a
banquet, you know it is a recording.



JUDGES

1. When a club contacts you for a quote of expenses for judging their
show, be prospt with your reply. Remesber that you say not be dealing
with individuals that are accustosed to the procedures. Help them. Make
sure they #ill send you 3 written confirsation of the agreesent, and that
wtil you receive that, you will be free to accept another judging
assignoent on the same date,

2. Once your assignsent is cosplete, you cannot changs your sind, and
accept a different show because it is in Honolulu. You can not change
your fee. You can not show up late.

3. Don’t leave anything up to chance, check a few weeks ahead of the
show. Did the show make your hatel reservations? Have they sent you the
Airline tickets? Do you know how to get to the show? Will soseone be
seeting you at the airport? Bet all these details nailed down. [If your
making your own reservations and getting your own tickets, get them well
in advance, and confirm thew.

4. Normally you #ill arrive the day before the show. It is difficult not
to greet old friends and want to halp in setting up the show hall. This
is not your place. You should stay as sequestered as possible, until you
are called to begin judging.

5. Be friendly and helpful in your judging. Most attending are there to
win as well 3s be educated. Explain what you are doing. Explain why. If
you are a panel judge for 3 national society, take a sament when
approgriate and explain rules or Standards. Make the judging enjoyable to
all those interested in watching.

CONCLUGTON

The show season is a special time for all judges, exhibitors, and show
officials alike. If things get difflcult, put your best face forward.
Make everyone you cose in contact with want to see you at next years’

show. Have i good show season.

The Great American had 281!
Sacramento had 2171
Columbus 388 ? 2 2 2 2 2 2 ?
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ARMY 'S AVIARY

RUSS A. ARMITAGE, JR.
345 BOSTON ROAD
MIOOLETOWN, CT
(203) 34B-58B75

BREEQER OF FINCHES

LET'S MAKE IT 300
AT THE COLUMBUS NATIONAL!
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A Judge's Comments by C. Anchor

1 have read many articies on showing and judging. There are a few
coaments | have on ooints that never seea to be covered, ooints that |
believe to he impartant.

Ween a club sets un their show stands, the proper set-up of the Judge’s
area should he given a lot of consideration. To beqin with, when the
bird’s are entered and placed on the halding stands or tables, there sust
be enough light so the birds can mat and drink properlv. Also the lights
should be shut down slowly 0 birds can return to the gerch for the might.

bhen stewards gather classes to he brought before the judge, don’t pack
them so tight that the inside of the show cage is dark. These points are
very iaportant as birds that have been in the dark, when out back in the
light of the judge’s bench, will imsediately go to the bottom to eat and
grink. When birds won’t perch upon judging, the judge has no chaice but
to gut the oird down because he can not view thea properly. Everything
the exhibitor has been told about show training his birds is washed down
the drain because of poor planning on the part of the show set-up

cosnj ttee.

It is very important that proper consideration be given to properly light
the judge’s area, and to grovide necessary space for the staging area. It
is not fair to the birds or the exhibitor if the birds can’t be presented
correctly.

Here is another problem that often occwrs. The hirds are taken from a
nopefully well lighted area, and packed front to back in their show cages,
which plunges them into near darkness, to be left for periods of a few
ainutes, hut in aany instances msuch longer. Then they are trought in
front of the judge who is standing in @ mell lighted area. Again oanic,
dows to the bottom the birds go, or they just crouch on the gerch., The
first to recover is the winner. Most judges reaiize what has happened and
will work with the birds for as long as possible without unduly holding up
the show. However, when the show starts late, and the judge has a lot of
birds or several divisions to judge, e can pot spend too such tise in
this endeavor. '

Alsa regarding the judge’s area. The judging bench should of course be
well lighted. There should be two levels in order for the judge to place
birds in large classes without having to stack cages on top of each
other. The top level should be just below the judges shoulders (4 4°),
in this way the judge’s eyes are about level with the top of the shim
cage, and above the bird, but not 50 high that the judge is locking down
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on the bird as this aiso causes the bird to crouck.

A iittle somethina abaut lichting; 1 believe that cavlipht is best for
judaing, but s top variaale ant in mv coinion should not be used. it can
not be counted on to be there on the day of the shod and as the cay
orogresses it changes so that each birds does not get the same even chance
to show off in front of the judae. This is why [ advorate fiorescent
iighting. This will give every bird an even chance.

tven the oiacesent of the light is imgoriant. They should not e aver the
too of the show bench, but should be in front of the show bench over the
judoe, and angled toward the birds. I have no greference as far as the
tvoe of florescent light used, at least ail the hiros wiii be judged under
the sase light.

i1 nave ooe finai comsent. This is a hobbv. khen vou enter vour birds,
sit, listen, and watch what the judges savs and does. After the judging
then ask the judoe auestlons, but after 100 or sore birds don’t be
offended if the judge can’t remember exactly why vour bird ended up fifth
in its class.

Sone judoes write coements on the back of the show tag. There is a place
for this, These comsents are nat aeant to be dercoatory, sarcastic or in
anv way to desean the bird or exhibitor. 1t is one wav for the judge to
reaesber what he did on the bench and the exhibitor to see what may have
been the birds faulfs.

EDITOR’S NOTE: As a fellow judge 1 would like to thank Charlie for making
these ooints. The comments he has made are far to often the case at many
local shows. The National Finch and Softbill Societv has done much to
standardize how finches are shown at shows across the country. Things
have definitely imsoroved in the last few years. [ne opint that 1 would
like ta emphasize is lighting. 1, as Chariie, believe the best lightina
it dayliaht. [ suggest the use of Vita-Lite fiorescent tubes for the
judging area. Vita-Lite is 5500 degrees Kelvin temperature of light.

This duplicates sunlight, and will not show to such biue or red. Normal
tubes show blue light. GBro-Lux shows red light.

1f a large showing is expected (100 or wore birds) a judging bench and
lights of eight feet In length may be necessary. At the final judging of
best in show, often Ist and 2nd place birds are benched. This can cause
there to be as many as twenty or aore blrds to be on the bench. Four foot
lights will not light all the entries evenly. At National shows, even the
lebra and Bouldian classes can be this large. Again as Charlie stated, a
well lighted judge’s bench and staging area is very important to the fair
judging of finches and softbills at our shows,
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NES NOTES AND NEWS . . . .

The NFS Nov/Dec issue will include these amona ather items of interest.
Hal Koontz’s coluan.

Seotesber /October Show Results.

Adooted Standard sor the Shafttail Finch.

Softbills ar fun. Dr. Robert B. Travnicek.

Brother Sun. Sister Finch - Sister Shiva Kumari.

Recoanizing a "Diamond in the Rouqh.' y Tina Mﬁy.

Socorra Bove Re~introduction Program, John Pire.

Notes and News from the "National Finch Show®.

CLASSIFIEDS. . .

LADY GOIRL.DIANS - Narsals, White-breasted, split/white. Red, Black,
yellow-headed. Connie Doyle, Hayward, [A (415} 581-74Bb.-

A-1 AVIARY - All kinds of finches at reasonable orice. Call (305)
752-1593. {12/87)

HUMMINGBLRDS, Tanagers, Banananuits, Plush-capped (Urraca) Jays; new
Peruvian shioment. GASE. Val Clear, 1001 Martin, Andersan, IN 45012:
(317) &42-0795 after Sp.a. EST.

WANTED - Crisson Pileated hen, Green-back Twinspot hen (Schlegelil Tina
Hesenway, Pennsylvania. {215) 7ai2-1563%.

FINCH AND SOFTBILL ENTHHSIASTS, you can relata your avicultural
exgeriences by witing an article for the NFS Bulletin. Contact Bill
Parlee, Editor, P.0. Box 18407, East Hartford, CT 05118-0607.

CORRECTION - Brenda Geesey really does know that Violet-ears come froe
Africa. A typo by your editor soved their origin #rom Africa to South
America in Grenda’s article last month. My apologies to hoth Branda and
our raaders!’
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Welcome new NFS

0379
0379
4589
0381
0382
058
0584
0383
0584
0587
0388
0589
0530
03
0392
0393
0594
0593
0394
0597
0378
0399
0400
0401
0402
0403
0404
0403
0604
0407
0408
0409
0410
ol
0412
0413
0614
0415
Obld
0417
0514

SULLIVAN, EO
KOZELM, FRANK J.

Members 1 !

RANCHO CUCAMONSA,
LS MESA,

PHILABELPHIA AVICULTURAL SOC. OREXEL WILL,

ADANS, THOMAS N,
CAGLE, W, CLIFF
SUTHERLANO, CHARLENA
SEARS, WARIA

SHAN, BARBARA
BROWN, FIOWA N
LRISORIO, BARRY
WALEH, NELISGA
SNITH, ALAN
LATIERONE, VO
OPEL, KURT E.
CHANDLER, JOAN
SOTOVICH, ELATHE L.
HOGPER, DR. R. THOREN
SCOTT, ALISON N,
STEWART, JANES N.
STENART, COMNIE
NYERS, JOE

NYERS, ERNS K,
SANDOLFO, DANIEL F. SR,
SANDOLFO, LORETTA
ROSERS, DAVIO B
ROGERS, NARTHA L.
TONEZIK, SANOY
KARLEN, KATHLEEN
YANTZ, JAYNE

ELSER, TRICIA
SUPLER, ANDREA 0.
HOLLENBACK, NIKE J.
SINNGMS, RICNARD L.
CROW, PAIL

CONTER, JUOY
UPCHURCH, C.B. JR.
UPCHURCH, ANOREN B.
TROFFER, FRANK
TROFFER, TANI
SN1TH, LIZA
SUTIERREZ, RANON

PLAINFIELO,
CARNICHAEL ,
FRESNO,
CANPBELL,
TACONS,

EAST KARTFORD,
NASHUA,
SEATILE,

FORT NYERS,
NEST COVINA,
ROCHESTER,
EDGENATER,
BELL INGHAN,
SANTA NONICA,
STATEN ISLAND,
OONNS,

DONNS,
JUNCTION CITY,
JUNCTION CITY,
NARRENVILLE
NARRENVILLE,
SA1THERSBLRE,
SAITHERSBURS,
NOUNT HOLLY,
LANDOVER,
NILNINGTON,
NILFORD,
RICHTON PLACE,
PINELLAS PARK,
PINELLAS PARK,
SINKING SPRINE,
NILNAUKEE,
NONTGONERY,
NONTSGHERY
CITRUS HETGHTS,
CITRUS HEISHTS,
SACRANENT,
NIANI,

CA
]
PA
PA
ca
LA
CA
NA
1
NH
L]
FL
EA
NY
Co
L]
CA
NY
I
1L
kS
KS
IL
L
L]
NE
N
N0
bE
Wl
L
FL
FL
PA
N!
AL
AL
(1]
CA
CA
FL

91701
92042
19024
17081
95408
93122
95009
98404
06108
03040
98108
33908
91791
14612
80214
02049
90404
10309
81736
81736
sk
bb441
60535
60555
20878
20879
08040
2078
19802
48042
s0471
bbb
3hbtd
1908
53215
3116
3114
95610
5410
95821
33133
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NFS PAMEL ADEES 1967

CHARLES ANCHOR ¥
430 Lake Park Drive
fddison, IL 60101
(312) M43-3ra7

CLARENCE CLLMELL ¥
Rt. 3 Box &1-7
Springtown, TX 76082
{Bt?) 523-5548

DR. A, E. DECOTEAU $
Broton St.
Punstable, MA 01827
{617} 649-6103

JOSEPH KRADER

17347 Aspenglow Dr,
Yorba Linda, CA 92486
(M4} 9946-5338

CONRAD MEIMERT 3
RR 3, Box 392
Warsaw, TN 46380
(219) 24%-2873

EARL COURTS §
1807 N, E.COLBURN
LEE'S SUMMIT, MO 54063
(B16) 524-0921

FOR INFDRMATION ON THE NFS JUDBES PANEL:

MARCO ARIDA

10480 5.U, 62nd
Miami, FL 33173
(305) 271-1238

GERALD ['AGATA
1005 Pine isle Ln,
Naples, FL 33942
(B13} 774-2042

DAREN DECOTERU ¢
33 Congress 5t. #22
Nashua, M 030462
(603} BA3-9354

BRIAN NANDARICH
4743 E.Hedges Ave,
Fresnn, CA 93703
(209) 2556508

WILLIAN 6. PARLEE ¥
P.0. BOX 1B&07

. E. Hartford, CT 06118

(203} 52B-1458

RAY JOHNSON ¥

175 STOMERIDGE WAY

FAYETTEVILLE, BA 30214

(404) 4561-B4TS

Decoteau, Groton St, Dunstable, MA 01827.

DR. VAL CLEAR #
1001 Martin Drive
Anderson, IN 44012
{317) 842-0795

KELLY §. DAHILL
1005 Pine Isle Ln.
Naples, FL 33942
(B13} T74-2042

HAL M, KODNTZ

2604 duburn Court
Bakersfield, CA 93305
{805} B72-1043

JUANITA MOLAIN

2410 Madrid Ave.

Safety Harbor, F1 33572
(B13} 7268326

GEDRGE WARREN

28 Chedworth Crescent
Paulsgrove, Portssouth
England PO& 4ET

Nrite Panel Directur A.E.,

NOTE: THE USE OF A NFS PANEL JUDGE NILL ALLOW NFS MEMBERS SHOWING AT YOUR
SHON TO GAIN NFS POINTS, ALL AFFILIATED SHOWS RECEIVE PATRONAGE ANARDS TO
THE LEVEL OF THEIR AFFILIATION AGREEMENT,

FOR YOUR CONVENITENCE THE ASTERISK AFTER A JUDGE'S NAME INDICATES THAT HE
OR SHE 15 A PANEL JUDBE FOR OTHER SOCIETIES AS WELL.

LET'S SEE 308 /2 Colvmbust? 177
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1987 NFS GOULDLAN

TEE SHIRTS NOW AVALLABLE
$12 each

obtain from Membership Services

oy 6t Columbus NFS Nationall |

NFE MEMABAEREH1P SERVICES

Any of these itses ssy be purchased by sending a check in the exact
asount to Mesbership Services, c/o Russ Arsitage Jr., 343 Boston Rd.
Middletomn, CT. 06457. Chack the itess you wish and total the asount.

NFS BACK 1SSUES 1984 Collectors NFS Tee
$1.50 each 1984 Sept/Oct Shirts - lebra design
1984 April 1985 Nav/Dec sa__sed__only $10,00
1984 July 1987 Jan/Feb

1984 Octaber Show Box Blue Prints
1985 Jan/Feb Maxbill __ $3.00

1985 Mar/fpr Spec.Publications Isbra ___ %3.00

1985 May/dune 1984 NFS show Softbill__ $3.00

1985 July/Mug  Catalog Collectors all three for $7.00
1985 Sept/Oct  item $3.00

1983 Nov/Dec 1985 NFS show Nase

1986 Jan/Feb Catalog Collectors stroet

1986 Mar/hpr ites $3.00 city

1985 May/June state zip

1986 July/fug




