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FROM THE PRES1DENT

Again we have George Noreen of Oregon to thank for a brilliant new
cover. George’s artistic talent has come through to encospass our
new nase, Represented are an Aracari (small toucan) and the ever
popular Iebrz Finch. Thank you George for 2 job well done,

PLEASE NOTE NEW HOME OFFICE ADDRESS:
NFS, P.0O. BOY 18607, EAST HARTFORD, CT 0511B.

MENBERSHIP SERVICES: C/0 RUSS ARMITAGE JR. 345 BOSTON ROAD,
MIDDLETOWN, CT 06457,

BAND ORDERS: BAND SECRETARY, ROGER 0’CONNELL, 451 MODDY ST, ,
fox 114, Walthas, M4, 02158,
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NOTICE TO ALl CLUB DELEBATES

On Page 24 of thls issue are 1987 listings of the NFS Affiliated Clubs and
their show information. lnder the club name is your nase, the club's
delegate to NFS. Below that is youwr telephone number, so that prospective
new sesbers for your club and interested exhibitors for your show can call
and get needed inforsatlon. The the show date, Panel Judge and location
of your show are also listed.

Look at your club’s listing. ls it cosplete? As you can see many are
not. As delegate it is your job to write to the editor and fill in the
blanks for hia.

Having cosplete inforsation for your club listing, is the best way to
interest people in your club. Many Exhibitors are willing to travel to a
show, but generally only to clubs where full information is given so that
the exhibitor can make early plans to attend.

Help your club and NFS by qiving us your complete listing now! !



* Snpplles essential nntrient fortification
lacking In all seed dlets.

* For nse dnring breeding, growth, molting,
‘transport, and other times of stress.

* Repiaces the need for molting, nestling,
conditioning, and color foods.

* Recommended for all types of hirds.

By teday’s nutritional standards, previously
accepted dietary supplements just don't float.
Kayiee's Nutra-Care™ is the perfect supple-
ment to a basic seed diet insuring your
bird from “going under” nutritionally.
During critical periods, give your bird
Kaytee’s Lifeline to good health by
offering Nuira-Care, the Total
Nutrient Food. Available in

three convenient sizes.




‘The National Finch Society

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME OFFICE USE ONLY
ADDRESS selectord ___memberf ___
amy adm

STATE ZIP dues paid_____ann.___ .

Check type of membership desired:

Single [115.00, Duat [] 20.00, Junior L1 $7.50, Juniors age please__
Junior memberships are for juniors under the age of 16.

Please list other name to be included on dual membership:

Please answer a few questions for us:

How long have you been involved in finches and softbills?

How many species
How many species

How many shows have you exhubited in?
Do you keep softhills?

have you kept?

have you bred?

Do you wish to become an active member?

fWork on committees. etc ]

Please list an occupation or special talent that may be helpful to the

National Finch Society. {Printer, artist, lawyer etc.} _

Would you be interested in apprenticing for the NFS Judges’ Panel__

Club affiliation

Briefly describe your interest in joining the National Finch Society and

what you hope 1o get out of your membership. {This will help us plan
our educational programs .|

Please mail your application and dues to the address shown below.
Your membership card will be sent to YOU as s00N as your applica-

tion is processed.
Heabership

345 Boston

Services c/o Russ Araitage
Road, Hiddietosn, CT 06457




THE STANDARD NFS LEG BANDS FOR MENBERS ONLY

Bande are available in standard NF5 color of the year only

RQuail, Doves, % Other Soéthills

H 1 . }
! Size i For ! Cost }
o o e |
| A | Sealler Waxbills % Owl Finches i '
E Es E Cordon Bleu, Firetinch, k Lavender Finch ; i
T et : {
' H lebra Finch Gouldians, Stars, Heck'‘s Grass } i
: C i Finch, Cutthrpats, Parrot Finches, etc, ! WAY BE 5
jmmmmmmmmmmos el TTTTmmmemmmmnoees ! ORDERED !
H D] | Chesnut Breastes, Yellow Rumped, % Pectoralis ! 1
V. D e o o e o o o o e e o e v IN LOTS OF !
| E | Society Finches, Nuns, Firetails, & Diamonds i 10 BANDS '
prmmmmmmmmmoo e R PAT $1,23
: G ! Larger Waxbills & Canaries ! :
N e e e e e e e e e e i PER LOT H
f J ; ¥orkshires, Harwich, Pek:n Rabins, etc, E H
i K Java Rice Birds, Indian Shama, etc, : E

NFE bands may be ordered 1n lots of 10 bands, consecutively numbered at $1,25
per each Jot. ¥1.00 snipping and haneiing should be i1ncluded with each order,
whether 10 or 100 bands are being ardered, Bands will be shipped within 30
days of receipt of ¥uur order, although most argers will be sﬁ1pped the same
week as recelved. here 1s no calor choice, The standard NFS color of the
year will be used, Each band will have staeped; "NFS*, the band size code,
year and nunber, All numbers will be recorded by the NFS band secretary for
permanent record.

Flease make your check aor money order payable to NFS and send your order to:
KFS5 BAND SECRETARY
Roger Q'Connell
451 Noody Street, Box 114
Walthae, Nass, 02154
Flease send me the following bands. (Nultiples of 10 only.)
AL B { ) [ ot E ¢ B { J i K { Lot
Total nueber of L0 units | I % $1.23 per unit + ${,00 shipping # (% ¥

ORDER_YOUR 1987 NATIONAL _FINCH _SOCLIETY BANDS TODAY ' '



Leg banding Procedure
| courtesy of the '
NATIONAL FINCH S0C1IETY

The most impartant thing to resesber when you
begin to band a finch iz to do it over a counter
ar table in case the chick sakes a sudden move,
it will not fall to the floor.

The age of the bird to be banded varies with the
species. Denerally it will be between five and

six days old. You can tell by looking at the
ankle joint (the joint where the toes come to-
gether) and the size of the band.

The band is generally placed on the right leg

of the bird. Banding just before the nightly
roost will help prevent picking of the band by

the parents. By the next morning the birds will
have foarqotten about the band.

A Have the band ready with a toothpick (or other
blunt instrument and a lubricant. Hold the chick

firmly but in a way not to cut off the air supply
ar to hurt the bird.

Put a little bit of lubricant on the bird’s foot
angd slide the band cver the front three toes and
finally over the ankle joint. The back toe will
probably have to be pried out from under the

band with a toothpick. The band is now in the
proper location between the ankie and elbow
joints,

1t is best to check on the chick after a few
days to make sure the band has not slipped off.
Before banding, make sure the band is right

side up so that it can be easily read.




' NATLIONAL FINCH S0C1ETY
'NEW MEMBERS - Welcome 1 | |

[P A

0478  BLACK, ROBEAT 5. {Correction BRYSON E1TY, NC 26713
0571  DINATTED, JANES FOREST LAXE, NN 55025
0572  GORDOM, LUCINDA L. STE. GENEVIEVE, ND 83670
0102¢ PLATT, JO AURDRA, €g 80010
0104%  FOABES, SAN . NENPORT, PO 1O
0106+ PETEASON, BERNICE HONOLULY, Hl 96822
0108+ BIRD, SANDRA A. OLALA, FL 32670
0111% NELSON, ALBERY BR1STOL, PA 15007
0112% NELSON, JANICE BalsTaL, PA 19007
0113+ VAN NAGONER, JOYCE FLINT, Nl 48507
0115+ TRACE, NILLIAN H. DOUGLASVILLE, PA 19518
0116+ TAAEE, DEBAA B. BAUBLASVILLE, PA 19318
0(17¢ TAACE, CHAISTOPHER DAUGLASVILLE, PA 19518
01208 FLECK, MAAGERY J. OKLAHONA [1TY, 0K 73497
0121 NAGEL, MiLIA K. KENNER, LA 70052
0123% ADCHESTER CAGE BIRD CLUB AOCHESTEA, NY 14809
0124%  NID ANERICA CAGEBIRD SOCIETY DES NDINES, 14 50310
0127¢ COLDAADD CAGE BIAD ASSOC, COLOAADD GPRINGS, CO BO91b
0126+ NKIDDLE TENN CAGE BIAD CLUB  NASHVILLE, IN 37215
0129+ PALEMDN, ROSENARIE BAEXEL HILL, PA 19020
0130%  GILNAN, BAAAY M. CAANEL , NY 10512
0138%  BINNS, BRIAN NANCHEGTEA, ENGLAND 6B N3I 2N2
0140%  LOZOYA, J. FAANK III SPRING VALLEY, LA 77
0145% SNATSEK, PERAL VIST4, CA 92084
0148% NHITE, NILBUA E. TEMPE, Al 85262
0149% FLINT, HILDA BEDS, ENBLAND 68 LM 9EJ
01508 FLINT, N1CK BEDS, ENBLAND 68 LU4 9EJ
0152%  GRON, HARAY SNITH ENCINITAS, €A 204
0153+ FITIGEAALD, PATTIE PALN BAY, FL 32905
0155% JORGENSEN, DAVE LANDENBEAG P& 19350
01404 BUSOSKI, ELLEN HANPSTEAD, NH 03841
0166¢ KELLEY, NATTHEM COLOAADD SPAINGS, CE 80907
0167+ HAUPT, AL CLARKSYILLE, ™ 31040
01668 SOLGE, JOSEPH F. UA. KILNINGTON, DE 19805
0169+ SUNDAY, AOBERT 6, N1NDSOR, €T 08095

# = feassigned meabership nusbers



BUILDER OF WOODEN & METAL NESTBOXES

FROM FINCH TO MACAW

THE BIRB RB8M

Route 1, Box 399

Delmar, Delaware 19940

ROBFRT AND TERESA WILLIAMS

SHOWCAGES BUILT TO SOCIETY STANDARDS

NFS Showcage Kits

No. 1

Kit No. 1 unassembled 12.50
No. 2 partially assembled  15.00
No. 3 assembled wopamledy 21,00

No. 4 assembled {pannlnd) 36.00

OTHER SOCIETY SHOWCAGES AVAILABLE

We can only paint Showcages when our backlog of work aliows us 10,

No. 2
13.75
16.25
22.00
37.00

No. 3
2500
27.00
3200
47 00




NES SOARD MEETING MIMJTES, WARCH 15, 1987

The March 15th Board meeting was held in the hose of Nancy Reed in
Windsor, Connecticut. The seeting was called to order at 5:35pm. The
roll call showed Peeela Liddy, Nancy Reed, Roger 0'Connell, Al Decoteau,
Brenda Geesey, Russ Areitage, Chris Voronovitch, Tony Patterson, Bill
Parlee and several quests in attendance.

The Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports were sccepted as read.

COMMLTTEE REPORTS

A.F,A. REPORT. This report was given by Brenda Geesey, ow new AFA
delegate. NFS is an A" organization and is entitled to two delegates.
The other NFS delegate to AFA 1s Blll Farlee,

Brenda gave an in-depth report on the suaser meeting at Los Angeles. She
stated that AFA will be undergoing a home office restructoring and
reorganization. 1t is hoped that the results will better serve the
affiliated clubs and sesbers. Joe Nclaughlin his offered to serve as
Exscutive Director or sanaging director to oversee this operation.

Brevda also spoke on the new AFA slide prograss that will be available and
the Jean Delecour sysposium that was held in conjunction with the seeting.

Bill Parlee briefly spoke about the AFA susser convention In Seattle. He
thought that no NFS seaber would want to siss this event. He said that
the Seattle area is a good one 1f you wish to plan 2 vacation around the
convention, The Seattle site will be the location of the susser Board
Meeting of NFS. Further inforsation is available in this issue of the
Bulletin.

AFFILIATED CLUBS REPORT. Pamela Liddy reported that presently we had
received twenty four renewals. The Board suggested we send out resinders
to the other thirteen clubs due, if they have not renewed by March 31,
1987. Paa also amounced six new clubs affillating this year. Our new
Affiliates are: The Mid-Tennessee Cage Bird Club, The Mid-Michigan Bird
Club, The Peninsula Cage Bird Society, The Rochester Bird Club, The
Calorado Cage Bird Association, and the Mid-feerica Cage Bird Society.

Pam pointed out that if all renewal cose in, we will have 43 Atfiliated
clubs and 4 international Affiliates. She also stated that we had had
requests for regional show status for all regions for the 1987 dhow
Seas0n.

BYLANS REPORT. President Parlee read the propused By-law amendsents and

io



changes to the Board. These changes wera previously discussed to
{ncilltate the operation of the Society and to effect necessary changes to
carry through previous votes by the Board. They were published in the
Jan/Feb 1ssue of the Bulletin,

CLECTIONS COMMITTEE. Pas Liddy stated that a ballot for acceptance of the
bylas changes and mlection of Brenda Beesey to fill the position of second
Vice Presldent was included in the Jan/Feb issue of the Bulletin, She
said she would call for as "Emserqency” aeeting as defined in the Bylams to
count the ballots, as owr next Board aeeting is nat until August.

+ The Education Coamittes is please to see that so
aany clubs availed thesselves of NS prograss this year. Bill Parlee
stated that a third prograa should be available for next fall.

PUBLISHING COMNITTEE. Bill Parlee annaunced that the Bulletin is still
rumlng a faw wesks late, but was improving.

The rest of the discussion evolved around the handbook. The Board
dincussed the content of the publication. The following will be the
content of the Handhook: Listings of officers, mesbers, and affiliates,
State of the Society Report, cosplete approved species Standards, listing
of Panel Judges, Points Schedule with complete sesber points listings,
best original articles fron NFS Bulletins, NFS fores, *Finchsave® and
other topics of interest, and advertising. A complete Judges Handbook
will also be contaised within the handbook.

The Board also approved funds for a full color cover and a set a five
dollar cover price for the Annual Handbook. All Judges will receive a
copy of the Handbook at no charge as they already pay a separate fee that
includes a handbonk.

REPORT 0N “FINCHSAVE". Bill Parlee gave a progress report on the Breeding
Speclalist progras; "Finchsave®. He stated that forsulation of the
Coasittee had been cospleted. The Comsittes persons are Hal Koontz, Jerry
Jemings, Nora Kopecky, Val Clear and himself. Hal has asked Bill to send
owt the {irst round of questions to all the comsitteesen. This process
will continue until all committeemen have resolved all the forsulation
probless of the prograa. Bill stated that the goal of the comittee was

to have a finalized progras to be presented at the AFA convention in
Seattle this Auqust.

Bill again suggested that any member who has suggestions for the programs
should contact Hal Koontz the Committee Chairman at 2604 Auburn Court,
Bakarsfleld, CA 93304,

JUBGES PANEL REPORT, A] Decoteau gave a detailed repart on the present
status of all involved in the Apprentice prograa. 11



Al also read a letter from # Judge that had been rescved from the Panel,
requesting reinstatesent. Once ageln there was a long discussion on this
subject. The general consensus on the watter was to, because of the fine
qualifications of the judge involved, and because the infractions
origlnally causing resoval were only procedural, that said judge be voted
upon for reinstatesent for the {988 show season.

Al also resd a letter of coaplaint from a participant in the Panhandle
Avicultural Socisty Show. This is the first officlal coaplaint received
by the Bowrd regarding the judging of any NFS shou. The letter pointed
out several cosplaints regarding the judging of the show. The Board
considers complaints against Panel judgings very seriously and asked Al to
coaplete # full investigation into the subject.

Another elleged transgression by e judge was discussed by the Board. The
Board reaffirmsed that ell cosplaints against NFS judges must be submitted
in writing before any disposition can be sade by the Board. Blll Parlee
stated that he asked the coaplaintant in this watter to send » written
coaplaint to the Board last Movesber but that has not as yet been done.

Al asked the Board to reaffirm the dutias of a Panel Judge. Reaffirsed
were that a judge muyst cospetently represent the Society, sust send in
tiwaly show reports, apprentice reports, pay his judges listing fees In a
tiwaly manner, and attend at least one judges clinic each year.

The Board also reaffirmed the Societies position on hybridization of
Finches. The NFS strongly discourages the Hybridization of finches other
than the traditional Siskin/Goldfinch crasses which produce sules, for the
purpose of song. Panel Judges should polnt this position ost to
participants of shows whenever appropriate. The Board discussed possible
interference by local shou officials on this subject. 1t was stated that
when a club hires a NFS Panel Judge it can not ask for that judge to act
contrary to NF§ Policy.

LEG DAND REPORT. Roger (’Connell, leg band Secretary reported that the
program was functioning well. He stated that he has already had to
rearder two diffarent sizes. Lest year the total nuaber of bands sold for
the entire year was 5,500. Already this year the Society has sold 7,430
leg bands.

Roger also requests that meebers sending in orders for lag bands should be
sure to send the requested postage awd handling costs as Indicated on the
order form. This will save NFS the postage and time in writing back to
collect these fees.

Because of how fast bands are selling, Roger requests you anticipate your
.needs and request bands early enough to allou time for shipping. We keep
only about one hundred bands of the less popular sizes in stock. [f we

are out of stock on the slze band you need, waiting tise can be o5 axh as

N



ons sonth, whereas the sormal shipping tise is 10 days to 2 weeks.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT. Russ Arsitage reported that as of March 12, 1997 we
417 paid eembers, 38 affiliated clubs and 4 international exchanges. Russ
also stated that we ars starting to reuse old vacant nuabers, so that our
masbership nusbers will not reflect an untrue actual sesbership.

The vacant nuabers within the first 100 charter seabers will not be
reusad.

PROMOTIONS AND PRODUCTS. The Promotion and Products committee has
selected the Lady Bouldian for our i997 T-shirt design. The five color
whirts will be available for the AFA convention in Seattls. The coamittee
also reninds us thet we stiii have a few of the 1985 Iebra shirts isft.
They are only availabls in saall and mediue, as ths largs and extra iarge
sizes have bemn sold out.

RESEARCH AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE. Al Decoteau reported the foliowing
Standards coamittees: (1) Java Rics Bird, sesbers are; Cecil Gunby, Dan
Outz, and Jon Hoffsan. 1(2) Diasond Sparrow, sesbers are Brenda Geesey,
Kelly Dahill, and Jerry D'Agata. (3) Shafttail, sembers are Brenda
Gessey, Cacil Gunby, and Harold Harmish. Any sesbers wishing to
participats in thess cossittees plmase contact Al Decoteau or someone on
the coasittee of interest.

SHOME REFORT. We have recsived requests frus all Regions for Regional
Show status this ywar. Region 1, New Haspshire Avicultural Society.
fagion 2, Beorgia Cage Bird Club. Region 3, Central Ohio Cags Bird.
Region 4, Dklahoma Cage Bird Ciub. Region 3, Colorado Cage Bird. Region
&, Golden Sate Avian Society.

The Great Aserican Bird Show will be heid in Atlanta, Georgia on October
2-4, 1987. GABS is being sponsored this ywar by Nature's Wlndow, a
eorgia based custus aviary builder. The show is being held at the
Holiday Inn Crosn Plaza. The Doard selected Panel Judge Miiliam Parlee to
Judge the Finch and Softbill Division of tha show.

The Katlonai Cags Bird Show will be the site of the NFS Nationai show.
This years show 1s being hosted by the Central Ohio Cage Bird Club and is
being held at the Fairgrounds in Colusbus. The Board selected George
Harren of England to be the Panel Judge for this event.

It is suggested that those interested in going to this show make
arrangesent early as the show 1s not in a hotsl. The Fairgrounds is
located close to several hotels. We will publish sors information as it
bacoses available to us. 3
1



UNFINISHED BUSTNESS

The Board voted to accept the bylaws as proposed and wil! await the vote
of the mesbership,

The Board voted to charge a $5 fee for the yearly Handbook.

The Board reinstated a judge previously dropped fros the panel as of
January 1, 1988,

NEW BUSINESS

The Board approved the requests for Regional Show Status as listed in the
shows report.

The Board approved an fpril 1, 1987 deadline for receipt of Judges fees.

The Board approved by a & to 5 vote to have a sodest $5 participation fee
for the “FINCHSWE® program. Also passed unanisously were the fund drive,
the ad campaign and to provide funds from the WS treasury.

1997 additions to the Dove and Softbill classifications were passed,
The Board voted to take an even stronger position against hybridization,
The Board voted to print the annual treasuvrer's report in the Bulletin.

The Board voted to accept a three year phase-in for specific show cage
colors. They are Black for exterior of all cages. Powder Blue or White
for intarior colors.

The Board chose to endorse Bob Williass of Delaware to be our official
show cage sanufacturer, MHe will have to build cages to specifications and
will purchase and ad in the bulletin and Handbook for each year he is
endar sed,

The Board voted to increase the Regional Vice Presidents budget from $30
to $100 per year as needed. All receipts, as now, will have to be
forwarded to the treasurer for reisbursesent.

The Board considered offering first class delivery of the Bulletin for an
additional fee. The mattar was tabled until we can see how the computer
tan handle this probles.

The aeeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.e. Minutes are transcribed from notes
and recordings. Respectfully submitted, Chwis Voronovitch, Secretary.

AN INTERIM BOARD MEETING WAS HELD ON APRIL 21, 1987 for the purpose of
:mting halluts. Six udnrs uerl preunt. both itns wers woved
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NEKTON!"

The Complete Line of
Top Quality Bird Vitamins.

Our Products are Sold
WORLDWIDE., ..

Trusted & used for years by leading zoological gardens,
avlaries, breeders & Importers of exotic birds & reptiles.

* NEKTON-LORI * NEKTON-S

The complete diet for lories & hanging A super vitarmun supplement plus 1race
parakeels. Just add wates. . elerments. 1007 water soluble.

* NEKTON-E * NEKTON-GELB
Increases fertility. Biings nul yellows.

* NEKTON-R-BETA +« NEKTON-R

Contains provitarmin B carotene fantans canthaxanthine

Brings out reds Imtenst es color

* NEKTON-BIO *+ NEKTON-T

Promaotes feather growth tor doves B pgeons,

If Your Supplier
Does Not Carry Nekton. . .

CALL TODAY!
NEKTON d.S.A.

1917 Tyrone Bivd.
St. Petersburg, FL 33710

(813) 381-5800




Since 1948
Petaminehas
been the bird food

of champions.
Scientifically formulated,
nutritionally balanced and
university tested, Peta-
mine is a mixture of natu-
ral seeds and includes all
the essential vitamins and
minerais to help you breed
better birds.

Canaries, parakeets, birds produce more
finches, parrots, cockatiels fertale hatchable eggas.

and love birds will be health- Petamine by
ier, stronger and more vig- Kellogg is
Qrous with a daily diet of available in
Petamine. 50z, 2Ib,
Petamine promotes bril- S5ib., 101b.
liant, colorful plummage, — and 25 Ib.
stimulates song and makes packages.
moulting faster andeasier.  Call or write for the dealer
It will even heip nearest you.
your adult ==

— 4

I

Kellogg|
Seeds & Suppiies

322 East Aorica Street @ Mitwaukee, Wisconsn 53201 @ 14141 276-0373



NFS Notes. . . .

The NFS May/June issue will include these asong other iteas of interest.
1987 NFS Finch and Softbill Show Classifications.

Yellow-beaks and other Unsual lebras, C.H. Rogers.

Bluebirds are :nning back, John J Doria.

Hal Koontz's Coluan,

“FINCHSAVE" Breeding progras udate.

Finch Judging and dhat the Cosputers Tell Us, Bill Parlee

News updates oa the "NATIONAL" and The Great Aserican.

The NFS 1987 Handbook and T-Shirt will sake their debut at the AFA Sumser
Convention in Seattle this August.

The May/Jung jssue of NFS will be at your doorstep just four weeks
following the receipt of the March/April issue.

. - - NFS CLASZXIF1LEDE. . .

LADY GOULDIANS - Norsals, hite-breasted, split/white. Red, Black,
Yellow-headed. Connie Doyle, Hayward, CA (415) S81-9484.

SOFTBILL ENTHUASIASYS - NFS needs you. Please write on the care and/or
breeding of Softbilled birds. Send to Editor, PO Box 18607, E. Hartford,
CT 06118-0407. .

A-1 AVIARY - ALl kinds of finches at reasonable price. Call (30%)
352-1593. (12/80)

FINCH - experiences sy be related to others by writing an article for the
NFS Bulletin. S5end to Editor, PO Box 18407, E. Hartford, CT 06118-0407.

00D FINCHES - Meabers may list extra hens/cocks or birds needed to

coaplete a pair in the July/August issue. ABSOLUTELY FREE. Deadline is

June 13, 1987. Write and give the species and sex needed or extra, your

namse, state, and telephone number only. Take advantage of this free

offer. NFS reserves the right to refuse ads that do not fit this free
classification. Regular ads are at a cost of 15 cents per word per 1ssue. \?7




Foster Raising Australion
Finches by Hol h. Xoontz

Breeders have for wany years used foster parents to increase production in
their harder to raise species., If an exotic species of finch lays a
clutch of eggs and it is fostered, the exotic pair #ill likely lay a new
clutch of eqgs in two or three weeks. This may increase fertile eqq
production by thrae times since it often takes a peir eight or nine wesks
to raise a clutch of babies and recycle. In addition, most Society
Finches and lsbra Finches are better parents than sany of the sore exotic
species, This makes it possible to raise the full clutch of babies while
you sy have only raised one or two babies had the parents hatched and
raised the clutch theeselves.

While foster parents are useful, 1 see danger in using thea exclusively.

1 think it is possible that the foster-raised young whose ancestors were
elso foster-reised generation after generetion say not be as good e parent
or have ell of the normal traits of the species. 1 think it is e better
practice to let the parents raise their own young froa tise to tine. 1 as
afraid that continuous fostering will hare the species,

1 have also noticed that sany Societies do not feed as much food as the
natuwral parents. This can lead to ssaller babies which generation after
genaration will produce inferior quality.

1 foster about 40 of my babies and about 40X of ey babies are parent
reised. This would probably be somewhat higher if 1 had more space for
sore foster parents and more tise to take care of thes. My suggestion to
the breeder of a nes species is to foster raise the first few clutches of
#gqs until you have raised 10 to 15 babies end then to let the natural
parents raise their omn babies. (Hten, if you give the natural parents
try efter try at raising their own young, one of them will die and you
#ill heve gotten no productional at all. By raising 10 babies by
fostering, you will still have birds to work with even if one or bath of
the parents die,

1 do ey foster raising prisarily under Society finches in breeding cages.
Societies tend to interfere with mach other when kept in colonies, Thay
will all slegp in the sase nest and you will get many clutches of eqqs
l1aid in the sase nest which does not work well at all, instead, keep one
pair to a cage. My cages are 18 inches wide, 15 inches deep and 14 inches
high. 1 1 were building ay cages now, ! would make thea wider, either 24
“or 15 inches. Since ay cages are saall, sost everything is on the outside
of the cage, i.e., the nest box, the water, the feeder and the tray. The -
only tise 1 have to open the door of the cage is to feed greens, feed
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nestling food and to catch birds. 1 use newspaper on the floor of the
tray which slides in and out.

# negative aspect of foster raising is the increased work caused by
having to care for the Society Finches in ssall cages (more waterers ta
fill, greens to feed, nestling food to give and cage papers to change)
rather than let the natural parents in aviaries raise the babies (such
less work), by not having to monitor the status of all birds closely (to
be aware of eggs and their stage of developsent and the status of the
foster parents in their cycle) and by having to do the fostering.

1 use both Society Finches and Tebra Finches as foster parents. The
Isbras are aore highly strung than Societies and there is therefore some
danger in the Iebras refusing to feed the habies. A qood feeding pair
does an excellent job in raising babies. On the whole 1| believe that a
graater percentage of Society Finches aake good parents but thase Zebras
who are qood parents feed better than most Society Finches. [ put
"Australian finches® in the title of this article because 1 aa told that
Saciety Finches do not do a good job of foster-raising other types of
finches. For sxasple, ! have heard that Silverbills are recossended as a
better foster parent than the Society finches for African waxbills.

Sexing Society finches is not easy to do by plusage. 1 sex ey Society
finches by behavier. 1 put & to 10 birds together in a small cage for a
wewk and watch thea. As | see a bird sing, | resove hie from the cage ad
aake a notation that he is a sale. After a week of resoving males, | have
what 1 think are heas left. | thes put a known fesale into the cage of

osed hens. 1f there is a male in the cage. he will imsediately court
the newt bird. {(The new bird does not even have to be a female for this to
work.) 1 then pair up the male with a supposed hen. 1f ) do not get egos
in 4 to 6 weeks, ! conclude that | have 2 males. Usually 1 will get
fertile wggs in 2 to 4 weeks after the birds are set up.

My preference is to use a pair for foster raising. My next preference is
to use twe males and one hen, My least preferred combination is two
hens. | base sy preference on the percentage of each cosbination which
turn out to be good foster parents. 1 find pairs more likely to be good
foster parents than any of the other cosbinations.

1 try to test ey Societies before 1 let thes raise exotic finches. | let
thes raise their own babies or foster raise another pair’s Society
babies. This allows se to see what kind of pareats they are. I have
rarely had trouble with Societies refusing to raise exotic birds because
they did not resemble Society babies. 6Generaily there is no problea.

Two things are isportant in foster parents: they sust be good sitters so
the eggs hatch and they sust be good feeders sa the babies are raised

properly. Societies are not easily frightened and the good sitters stay
on the eggs when you open the box up. After hatching, look ta see if the



bigger and better the baby will be and the bettar the parent is.

Before you can foster agqs, the foster parents sust be sitting on and
incubating wggs. Do not put good egqs under a pair of foster paremts
which ara not sitting tight. The eggs will go cold and the embryo will
die before the foster parents begin to sit ln earnest,

It is ideal if the eggs hatch two weeks aftar the foster parents start
sitting on wggs. | prefer to foster wggs three to five days before they
hatch since this gives tha foster parents less time to ruin thew,
Dbviously my foster parents sust have already been sitting on eggs for
over 2 week for the fostered eggs to hatch two weeks after the fostar
parents flrst began sitting. Thera is ona week of flexibility on either
side of the two week period. 1 soeetises rush ey foster parents and have
the wggs hatch earlier than two weeks from the date they started sitting,
To have the mggs hatch where the foster parents have been sitting less
then one week risks that the foster parents will not feed tha babiés, on
the long end, | somstises have the mggs hatch es late as three wesks after
the foster parents started sitting. 7o go beyond three weeks risks that
the foster parents will give up and abandon the clutch. My advice is to
aake the foster parent’s cycle as norsally as possible,

Whani | foster axotic eggs, 1 take away the whole Society ciutch of egqgs.
1 have had sose probleas with eixed clutches, i.e., sose Society babies
and sose exgtic babies in the same clutch. Some Sociaty pairs feed the
Society bables and let tha exotic babies die, This has happened often
enough for e to no longer take a chance doing this.

There are good foster parents and there are bad foster parewts. Some
pairs refuse to correctly incubate eggs. they either abandon the eggs tuo
early or stay off of the mggs too long, Other pairs are bad feeders.

They either refuse to feed at all or only feed a little amount of food.
The babies die of malnutrition or starvation. # few pairs toss chicks out
of the nest, although this is fairly rare. My experienca is that 25% of
the pairs are really good, 75X of the pairs really bad and 50Z of the
pairs ara sa-so. | gmerally give my Societies two or three chances to
raise babies. If they failed with exotic finches on the flrst try, | will
give thew society eggs the second try, 1f this is succassful, sany go on
to be good foster parents of exotic babies.

As scon as the babies are weaned, ! resove thea and put them with their
own species, This is to einieiza imprinting, Klaus leeelsan did studies
on ieprinting and found that while the babies are imprinted on thair
foster parents, the imprinting tould be reversed if the babies were
exposed to their own species prior to the 6th or 7th week of age. After a
critical date (around 45 days in 2abra finches), the imprinting was
irreversible, He only tested lebra and Society finches. The critical

" date varies from species to species, Having brothers and sistars belps
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avaid or sinimize isprinting.

1 have not had any trouble getting birds which were isprinted on Saciety
Finchas to breed with their own kind. You cannot obviously have Society
Finches in the breeding aviary with the exotic pair since the jmprinted
exotic bird would refuse to breed with his sate in favor of the Society
Finch. Hut if there are no Societies available, the imprinted exotic bird
will breed with its own kind, While it would prefer ta breed with a
Sociaty, it will breed with its own kind as a second choice. laprinting
is part of the reason I feel that exotic birds should be allowed to raise
thair own younq at least part of the tise. We do not want to develop a
strain of finches which cannot raise their own young of which are all
isprinted on Society finches.

1 consider fostering an isportant part of ey breeding prograa. 1 would
not raise as sany birds as 1 do without it. 1t could be particularly
helpful to you in getting new species established in your avairjes It
will also help increase production in those birds you are aost interested
in. 1 have seen no probless in qetting foster raised birds to breed.,
But I caution you, for the good of the species, to periodically let the
wiotic parents raise their own babies,

EDITOR'S NOTE: 14 you have questions about fostering or about Australian
finches in general, write Hal at 2404 Auburn Court, Bakersfield, CA 9330é.
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NFS 1987 AFFILIA TION AGREEINENRT

THE OMLY REQUIREMENTS THAT YOUR CLUB WILL WAVE TO MEET, ARE TO PAY THE
APPROPRIATE AFFILIATION FEE AND SELECT A DELEGATE T( REPRESENT YOLR CLUS
IW DEAL INGS WITH NFS. SUCH DELEGAYE MUST SE A MEMBER OF NFS.

LEVEL D AFFILIATION

LEVEL ONE AFFILIATION 15 DESIGNED FOR CLUBS THAT ARE NOT EXHIBITION
ORTENTED. THE FEE FOR THIS AFFILIATION IS $23. YOUR BENEFITS INCLUDE ALL
THE NORMWAL EDUCATIONAL AND PUBLICATION MATERIALS OF THE SOCIETY. ALSO YOU
WILL RECEIVE DURING THE AUGUST OF YOLR AFFILIATION YEAR A BEAUTIFL PLADLE
FOR YOUR CLUB. THIS PLAGUE CAN BE A SERVICE OR BREEDER ANARD FOR ONE OF
THE MEMBERS OF YOUR CLUB (THIS PERSON NEED NOT S5E A NFS MEMBER). THE
PLADUE ALONE 1S WORTH THE AFFILIATION FEE. REQUESTS FOR THE TYPE PLAQLE
AND NORDING MUST BE FORWARDED TO NFS ND LATER THAN JUNE 1 OF THE VEAR.

LEVEL TMD AFFILIATION

LEVEL TWO AFFILIATION IS FOR CLUBS WITH EXHIBITIONS.  YOUR BENEFITS WILL
IN(LUDE  BEAUTIFUL PLAGLES FOR FIRST AND SECOND BEST IW DIVISION AT YOLR
SHOW, THE FEE FOR THIS LEVEL 1S #40, AND IS SIMILAR TD LAST YEAR'S
AFFILIATIOS. .

LEVEL THD -#ITH ROGETTE PACXABE

SAME A5 LEVEL TWO BUT NITH 10 ADDED LONG STREAMER ROSETTES FOR THE BEST
TEN FINCHES AND SOFTBILLS W DIVISION. THIS OPTION WITH LEVEL TWO
AFFILIATION COSTS $43. '

LEVEL TWD - WITH SOFTBILL PADKAGE

ADDS BEST SOFTBILL PLAGUE TO LEVEL THO AFFILIATION, TOVAL COST 435,
LEVEL THREE AFFILIATION

THIS LEVEL INCLUDES PLAGUES FOR FIRST AND SECOND PLACE W THE DIVISION AS
WELL AS A BEST SIFTBILL PLADUE AND 10 LONS STREAMER ROSETTES, TOTAL COST
FOR LEVEL THREE IS #90.

SEND YOUR APP AMD RENITTANCE TO: THE MATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY, AFFILIATION
DIRECTOR, C/0 PAN LIDDY, 245 DRAPER ST. SPRINGFIELD, WA 01708,

Obh WE DELEGATE .
LEVEL 1 $25__ LEVEL 2 #40__ 2 W/ROSETTES $45___ 7 W/SOFTBILL $45___

 LEVEL 3 W/ROSETTES & SOFTBILL $90__. NOTIFY NFS OF SHOM DATE AND JUDGE NO
LATER THAN MARCH 31, 1986 TO ASSURE PUBLICATION OF YOUR SHOW DATE.
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CHARLES ANCHOR §
&30 Lake Park Drive
Addison, Il &010]
(312) MAI-37%7

CLARENCE CLLMELL

Rt. 3 Box 61-7
Springtown, TX 76082
B17) 323-3548

DR. A. E. DECOTEAU 8
Groton St.
Dunstable, MA 01827
(617} MA9-6]103

JOSEPH KRADER

17347 Aspenglos Dr.
Yorba Linda, CA 92484
(714) 963538

CONRAD MEINERT
RR 3, Box 392
Warsae, IN 44300
(219} 269-2873

EARL COURTS ¢

1807 N.E.COLBURN

LEE’S SUNMIT, M0 44043
{B16) S4-0921

NARCO AR1DA
10480 5.W. 62nd
Miasi, FL 33173
{305 271-1238

BERALD D'ABATA
1005 Pine lsle Ln,
Maples, FL 33942
813) 774-2042

DAREN DECOTEAL ¢
33 Congress St. 422
Nashua, NH 03062

(

BRIAN MANDARICH
4743 E.Hedges Ave.
Fresna, CA 93703
{209) 255-6508

WILLIAN 5. PARLEE ¢
P.0. BOX 18607

E. Hartford, CT (4118

(203} 528-1456

RAYNOND JOHNSOK
175 BTONERIDGE WAY

FAVETTEVILLE, GA 30214

(408) 461-8475

... NFS PANEL OF JUDGES 1987. ..

DR, VAL CLEAR t
1001 Martin Drive
Anderson, IN 46012
(317) H42-0795

KELLY 5. DAHILL
1005 Pine isle Ln,
Naples, FL 33942
B13) T74-2062

HAL M. KDONTZ

2604 Auburn Cowrt
Bakersfield, CA 93304
{805) B72-1043

JUANITA MOLAIN
2410 Madrid Ave.

Safety Marbor, F1 33572
813) 726-8325

GEORGE WARREN

28 Chedworth Crescent
Paulsgrove, Portsmouth
England P(5 4ET

FOR INFORMATION ON THE NFS JUDGES PAMEL: Write Panel Director A.E.
Decoteau, Groton St. Dunstahle, MA 01827,

NOTE: THE USE OF A NFS PANEL JUDGE WILL ALLOM NFS MEMBERS SHOMING AT YOLR
ALL AFFILIATED SHOMS RECEIVE PATRONAGE AMARDS TO
THE LEVEL OF THEIR AFFILIATION AGREEMENT,

SHON TO GAIN NFS POINTS.

FOR YOUR CONVERIENCE THE ASTERISK AFTER A JUDGE’S NAME INDICATES THAT HE
OR SHE IS A PANEL JUDGE FOR GTHER SOCIETIES AS WELL.
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NFS AFFILIATED CLUBS 1987

CALIFORNIA
The Fresno Canary and Finch
Saciety.
Delegate: Grahaa Southerland
Call:
Shom:
Panel Judge:

Place:

Capitol City Bird Society
Delegate: Helen Caudle
Call: (918 933-1619

Shows Oct. 16-17-1B, 1987
Panel Judge: Conard Meinert
Place:

Golden Gate Avian Society
Delegate: Mary Payne

Call:

Show: Nov, 12-13, 1987
Parml Judge: MWiiliae Pariee
Places

Reg. & Regional Meeting

The Aviary Assoc, of Kern Cty.

Delegate: Hal M. Koontz
Cally {805) 872-1063
Show;

Panel Judge:

Place:

North Cty. Aviculturalists
Delegate: Victor Swatsek
Call:

No show this year.

Santa Clara Valley Canary
and Exotic Bird Club
Delegate: Marty Von Raesfeld
Call:

Show: Novesber 27, 1987
Panel Judge: Charles anchor

San Diegn Bird Show Club
Delegate: Wayne Schulenberg
Call:

Shaw: Nov. 14-15-15, 1987
Panel Judge: Ray Johnson
Place: Del Mar Fairgrounds

COLORADY

Colorado Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Martha Nigmore
Call: (303) 574-1594

Show: October 10, 1967

Panel Judge: Hal Koont:
Place: Colo Spgs. Auditorium,
Reg. 5 Regional Meeting

Rocky Mt. Society for Aviculture
Deleqate: Mary Kay Buchtel
Call: (303) 422-6529

Shaw: October 31, 1987

Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert

CONNECTICUT
The Conn. Assoc. for Aviculture
Delegate: Chris Voromovitch
Callt (203) 649-B220
Show: October 24, 1967
Panel Judge: Jerry D’Agata
Place:

New England Finch Fanciers
Delegate: Russell Areitage
Call: (203) 344-5875

Show: Septesber 26, 1987
Panel Judge: THA

Place: TBA

FLORIDA
Gtr. Miaei Avicultural Society
Delegate: Hector Ugalde
Call:

mlmlsldql E-ht‘wdo
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fold Coast Exotic Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Karl Kline

Call;s

Show: October 31, 1987

Panel Judge: Juanita MclLain
Place: :

Suncoast Avian Society
Delegate: Juanita Mclain
Call: (B13) T24-8324

Showt Oct. 17-18, 1987

Panel Judge: Juanita Mclain
Place: St. Pete Hilton Towers

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Ann Hurst

Calls

Shom: October 10, 1987

Panel Judges A.E. Decoteau
Place:

The Panhandle Avicultural Society
Delegate:r [harles Richardson
Call;

Shos:

Parel Judge:

Places

Miasi Parrat Club, Inc,
Delegate: Marco Arida

Call:

Show: Novesber 13, 1987
Panel Judge: Marco Arida
Places Biltmore, Coral Cables

GEOREIA
The Beorgia Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Cecil Gunby
Call:
Show: October 2-4, 1987
Panel Judge: William Parlpe
Place: Holiday Inn Crown Plaza,
Reg. 2 Regional Meeting

THE GREAT AMERICAN BIRD SHOW
Delegate: Ray Johnson

Call: (4041 461-B4TS

Date:r October 2-4, 1987
Panel Judge: William Parlee
Place: Atianta Int. Airport
Haliday Crown Plaza Haotel,
Atlanta, beorgia

ILLINOIS
6tr. Chicago Cage Bird Cluh
Delegate: Charles Anchor
Call: (312) 543-3757
Show: Mov. 48, 1987
Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert
Place: Holiday lnn, ltasca

IND1ANA
Indiana Bird Fanciers
Delegate: Val Clear
Calls (317) &42-0795
Show: October 10, 1987
Panel Judge: Charles fnchor
Place; Ft. Mayne, IN.

[{i ]
Bid-Aserica Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Flo Horrell
€all:
Shom:

Panel Judge:

Place:

LOUISIANA
Gulf South Bird Club Inc.
Delegate: Evon Kruse
Call: (5040 459-2435
Show: October 17, 1987
Panel Judge: Daren Decoteau
Place: Clarion Hotel, N,Orl,



BARYLAND -
The Baltimore Bird Fanciers
Delegate: Brenda Geesey
Call:

Show: October 17, 1987
Panel Judge:

Place:

The Maryland Cage Bird Assoc.
Delegate: Dallas Johnson
Call:

Show: September 26, 1987
Panel Judge: A.E.Decoteau
Place:

MASSACHUSETTS
The Boston Cockatiel Society
Delegate:
Call:
Show: Decesber 5, 1987
Panel Judge: William Parlee
Place:

The Boston Society for Aviculture
Oelegate: Roger 0°Connell

Call:

No show this year.

The Massachusetts Cage Bird Assoc.

Delegate: Shirley Eaton
Call: (401) 333-5594

Show: October 17, 1987
Panel Judge: Uharles Anchor
Place: So.Kingston, MA.

The Western Mew England
Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Bob Clark
Callx

Show: Novesber 28, 1787
Panel Judge: A.E.Decoteau
Place:

HICH1GAN

The Mid-Michigan Bird Club
Deiegate: Mary Rue

Callr (517) J94-1047
Show: Novesher 7, 1987
Judge: Jon Hoffman

Place: McGerdy Pk. Carons

The Mid-West Canary and
Cage Bird Society

Delegate: Mary Kaszyca
Call: 313 285-5168

Show: Novesber (4, 1967
Panel Juige: Uharles Anchor

MINNESTA

The Minnesota Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Micheal Bronson
Call:

Show:

Panel Judge:

Place:

MISSOURIL

The Kansas City Avicultural Society
Delegate: Earl Courts

Call:

Ehow:

Panel Judge:

Place:

The Missouri Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Tom Rood

Call:

Show:

Judge: Ed Hohnidd

Place: Day’s Inn, Eureka

NEBRASKA

The 6tr, Osaha Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Mayne Eichelberger
Call:
Show:

Panel Judge:

Place:

Rk



NEW HAMPSHIRE The National Finch and Softbil!

The Birds of a Feather Mational Show held with the NCBS.
Delegate: Larry Brandt Show1 Novesber 20-22, 1987
Calls : Panel Judge: George Warrmn
Show1 Septesber 19, 1997 Placs: Fair 6rounds Colusbus
Panel Judge: A.E.Decutzau NFS Annual Meeting.
Placer

OKLAHOMA
The Mew Hampshire Avicultural Society  Yhe Bird Fanciers of Dklahoma
Delegates HMichael T. Putnas Delegate: Gene Miller
Calls Call:
Show: October 10, 1987 Shoser October 28, 2997
Panel Judge: Ray Johnson Panel Judge:
Places Place:

Reg. 1 Regional Meeting
The Dklahosa Cage Bird Society

NEW YORK Delegate: Lawra Bewley
The Astoria Bird Club Call1
Delegate: Alex Brivas Shows October 23, 1986
Call: Panel Judge: William Parlee
Show Place:
Panel Judge: Region 5 Regional Meeting
Placs:
PENNGYLWNIA
The Rochester Cage Bird Club The Central Pennsylvania
Delegate: Jeanne Murphy Cage Bird Soclety
Calla Delegate: Granda Geesey
No show this yesr. Call:
Shows Novesber 14, 1987
NORTH CARDLINA Panel Judge: George Marren
The Charlotte Metrolina Cage Place:
Bird Soclety
Delegate: Patricia Bibson TENESSEE
Callt (704) 358B-1416 The Middle Tennessee Cage
Show: Septeaber 12, 1987 Bird Club
Panel Judge: Charles Anchar Delegate: Eva Duffy
Places Callh
Show1
oHI0 ' Panel Judge: Ray Johason
Central Ohio Bird Fanciers Place:
Delegate:
Call:

Show: Novesber 26-22, 1987
Panel Judge: George Warrmn
Place: Fair Grounds Colusbus



VIRGINTA INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATES
The Panninsula Cage Bird Society DELAD
Delegate: The Australian Finch Society
Calla Delegate: Martin Mogg '
Show u.S5.A.
Pane] Judge: The International Dave Society
Placer Deleqats: John Pire

NEW TEALAND

WISDINGIN The New Zealand Finch Breeders
The Milwaukee Bird Society Delagate: Valerie Hughes
Delegater ENBLAND
Callh The Isbra Finch Society
Show Delegatmn J.A.W. Prior
Panel Judge:
Placm

The Wisconsin Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Mary Iuidesa
Calls

Show:

Panal Judge:

Place:

Yea, count me as a membaer of tha

American Federation of Aviculture
P.O. Box 1568, Redondo Beach, California 90278

Terh ke dT e GRS T b A, H AR THEY BB ATIDN G AR AFA ANDIN FROBIT CHGANZATION

Please accep! my apphicahon lor membesstup in the Amencan Federaon ol Avicullure
Send me 6 1ssues {1 year) ol the afa WATCHBIRD magazine. and a membeiship caru
which enitles me 10 all the 1ighls and prvileges al AFA membesship

Checkmembership calegory desved NEW " RENEWAL L -

individusl $20/vear - . Supporting$3Siyear . Suatalning $50rvear
Commarcial $100/vear, nciudes hsting in WATCHBIRD .

FOREIGN MEMBERS: Add $8/yeas in U S Funds Fusl class rales avaiable on regques!

My check 1s enclosed tar Ihe amount ol . .

Name __ . _ . e
Aodress
Coy . . . L .. Slate .. AT 4|« I
Please aliow 60 90 days v
aetivery of your hesl issue Telephone ! )
ARE A



e Cockatiels
¢ Finches
e Diamond Doves e Ringnecks
e Grass Parakeets e Lovebirds
¢ Rosellas
e Australian Parakects
e Australian Finches
e Crimson Winged Parrot
e English Budgies
e Budgies

4271 Aspenglow Circle, Yorba Linda, CA 92686

Will Ship

[hiest Bird Farm is a Private Breeding Farm




A Breath of Fresh Air in ths
Nisdroom by Nike Harding

In the wild they have the choice of habitat and environsent and would not
choose to live whare conditions weren’t favorable. However, whan birds
are kept in captivity they have llttle choice about their environaent.

Whatever our raason for keeping blrds, whather for the sheer pleasure of
* seelng them or trying to breed that elusive chaspion, we have a duty to
insure thet owr birds are kept in the best possible eavironment.

In order to xhieve thie, we give our birds the best quallty foods,
together with vitasin supplessnte, In order to provide a balanced diet.
Ne sake certain thet clean drinking weter is always available.

Ne house owr birds in the best accomsodations that we can afford, and sake
sure to provide adequate llighting and heating. In fact, we try to create
as natural an anvironsent as possible in the expectation that our birds
will thrive and breed well and, perhaps, produce for us a winner on the
show banch.

However, there ie one area where we can do mich aore, and that is the
quality of the air we subject owr birds to when conflned to the birdroos.
Although the alr may appear to be clean, even if you use some fore of dust
extractor, it can still feel stale or heavy. Just cleanlng the air will
not sake it fresh and healthy.

For ysare people have gone to the seaside to convalesce believing that it
was the ozone which helped thes recover. Scientists now believe that this
ie not the case. It was such aore likely to be the abundance of charged
air particles called “ions" that are responsible for a general feeling of
well-baing.

These lons can be produced by a saall electrical device called an ionizer
which can he sarily fitted in our birdroces. Whather our birds are
permanently housed indoors or just cose inside to roost at night, an air
ionlzer can keep the air clean, healthy and invigorating.

To understand how an ionizer can achieve this we asust understand what ions
are. Air, like all satter, is sade up of solecules, The center of each
solecule ie called the nuwleue, which consists of a nusber of positively
charged protons. Each nucleus is orbited by a nusber of negatively
charged elactrone.
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The vest majority of these solecuies arw said to be "neutral;™ thet is to
say, the charge carried by the elactrons and proton are equal and opposite
and therefore cancel wach other out. However, if there is a deficit of
elactrons then the molecule carries a higher positive charge and becowes a
positive ion.

Conversely, if there’s a surples of electrons then tha molecule carries a
higher positive charge and becoses a negative ion. 1t is those negative
ions that are essential in creating the right environsent for our birds.

Negative ions arw formed naturally in the air sainly by the sun’s
radistion, the breaking up of sater droplets and fron the snil. Pollution
in the air actually destrays negative ions, It’s not surprising to f#ind
that on the top of sountains, sway fros pollution, you could expect a
count of up to 10,000 negative ions per cubic centisster (cc) of air. On
hill tops, near seterfalls or by the seashore, the count would probably be
about 2,000 negative irons per cc. MNormally, healthy fresh air would
contain about 1,000 negative irons per cc. This is the level we should
try to saintain in our birdroces.

Unfortunateiy, seasuremsnts taken around our polleted cities and towns,
and also in buildings, especially where dust is a problem, such as en
aviary, could well be as low as 20-200 negative ions per cc. Counts lower
than these have be recorded in extrese conditions.

The reason for this is that negative ions are destroyed naturally by
polletion, dust, pollen, lack of sunlight, setal or synthetic surfaces end
even aalls and ceilings.

Weather conditions cen also effact tbe negative ion count. Hours or aven
days before the onset of a thunderstore, the air becoses very oppressive.
Under these conditions tests have shown the negative ions count to be
ontreaely low., lasediately after the store the air feels fresh and
invigorating and the neqative ion count is very high. Unfortunately it
doesn’t last long.

The balance cen easily be restored and saintained in our birdrooes by
installing an ionizer. These seall elactrical devices can give a constant
supply of neqative ions twenty-four hours a day, producing billions of
neqative ions evary second.

Scientists have known about the effacts of negative ions since the
vighteenth century, but it is only the past three decades that sose
startling diacovaries have been made. The health benefits of negative
jons are now beconing quite well krown. What is less publicized is the
fact that enisals and birds particularly cen respond very favorably in two
distinct ways to a steady supply of this fresh air ingredient.

The first way is by reducing the harsful airborne feather and excretal S



airborne bacteris virus particles a fungal spores which are too small
and light to see the millions of particles caught in a shaft of sunlight
shining through the birdroom window.

The way in which an ionizer controls this pollution is quite easy to
understand. These particles attract the negative ions very quickly and
fore into clusters which are then too heavy to resain airborne, and either
fall to the floor under the influence of gravity, or are attracted to the
walls and ceilings where they lose their charge and remain, thershy
leaving the air clean and enviched with health giving negative ions.

These harmiess deposits are then easily removed by vacuuming.

The svidence for all the clains made by ionizer manufacturers is quite
ispressive. One desonstration that’s used to show how these small
particles are resoved froa the air yses twa large glass chashers, Mn
ionizer is fitted inside one of them and then they are both filled with
thick saoke produced froa sanke pellets. Within & few minutes of
switching on the ionizer this chasber becosex cospletely clesr.

While it’s true that pollution destroys nngative ions, it is also true
that negative ions destroy pallution. Mot only are the pollutants
precipitated out of the air, but sany airborne bacteria are actually
killed on contact with negative ions. 1In a typical test the bacteria
count fell from 4,470 per cubic foot to only 357 per cubic foot in only
one heur of ionization.

Dr. Kruger (1949} also found that negative ions inhibit fungal growth. In
{972 he found that an astonishingly small quantity of negative ions could
kill bacteria and take them quickly out of the air.

One disease of particular iaportance is Mewcastle disease. This virus can
spread very rapidly through the air causing cosplete devastation to bird
colonies. Valuable research has been carried out on this disease at the
State Veterinary Medical lnstitute, Helsinki (Estola 1979) and the
Departamnt of Viralogy, University of Helsinki (Hovi 19781.

An extract fros the sussary of the published results claies, “This
airborne transsission of Newcastle Disease Virus was cospletely prevented
by increasing the ion concentration in the test room by a constant
meqative corona discharge above the wire-gauze roof.”

“These and other results suggest that artificial air ionization may
pratect anisals froa certain airborne infections by interfering with
eicrobial aerosol forsations and/or by facilitating their decay.®

There sust be many fanciers who are unable to enjoy their hobby to the
fullnst because of the effect that aviary dust has on them even after a
short pericd in the birdroom. So imagine the effect on our birds wha are
such more sensitive to pollution than we are, and who spend sany hours

LY



Inside the birdroom sach day, sosetises their sntire 1lves.

The second say in which an lonizer can be of benefit to our birds and
ourselves 1s a little sors complicated to understand without golng Into
iengthy technical details. Worldwide research into negative ipnization
has found that when a certain level of negative lons 1s reached in the
air, the body functions of anisals and aven plants seem to respond
favarably,

The extra benefits should mot be though of as abnormal, but siaply what
can be achieved if the air is brought to a sore natural balance. The
lavel at which nagative ions become biologically effective for humans is
1,000 par cc, according to work carried out by Or. Hawkins at Surrey
tni varslty.

The research on birds is even nare ispressive. Experisents depriving
laying hens of air ions resulted in "dlsturbance of protein setabolisa and
reduced weight qain” (Svirdov 1979).

An experinent by B. Shiskl (1976) on fartile hens found an increase in
hatchability. Hia figures were 88.5 parcent with increased ionization and
83.2 parcent with the control group.

More than 5,000 scientific papers have been published in many languages
fron all over the world concluding that negative lons can only do good.
Because they are cospletely natural, it’s not possible to suffer an
overdose or hare in any way. For those of you who would like to know sore
about this fascihating subject, read THE 1OM EFFECT, by Fred Soyka, Bantaa
Bopks.

EDITOR’S NOTEs The WFS neither accapts or rejects the effect ionizers can
have on your aviaries. This article first appeared in Cage and Aviary
Blrds.
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NOVEMEER 8, 1985
GOLDEN GATE AVIAN SOCIETY

Panel Judge: Brian Mandarich - Exhibitors ? - Entries 237

Award Exhibitor

Best Ha! Koont:z

nd Scott Akin

3rd Ha! Koontz

4th Mary Payne

Sth Marty VonRaesfeld

ath Helen Caudie

Tth John Boswell

Bth Helen Caudle

Bth Hazel Espindula

10th Marty VYonRaesfeld

PGINT! I
1986 CHANPIONS

NAME PGINTS
Ha! Koontz B2
Cecil Bunby 74
Brian Mandarich &7
Brenda Geesey &0
Steve Hoopin &0
Annt Hurst 48
Gene Niller 43
Robert Hesenway 41
Tos Rood 4
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Points
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12
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Species

CF lebra
Shafttail

Blk Hd Gouldian
Senegal Fire

B Namnikin
Breen Binger
Cosbassou

Aurora

Cinn Pied Society
Cutthroat

1985 EXCELLENCE LEADERS
NAME PGINTS
Steve Hoppin 100
Cecil Gunby A
Hal Koontz 82
Robert Hemsrway 73
Brian Mandarich &7
Brenda Geesey &0
Russ Araitage 5
Kenneth Akey St
Bene Miller H




The Rufus—backed Mannikin
by Stuart Borlasa

The Rufus-backed Mannikin belongs to the family Estrildidae. 1t coses
from areas of East Africa. 1t is about B7as or three and one half inches
in length. These vary appealing little Mannikins are almost ispossible to
sexually differentiate. The head, upper breast and tail 9is jet black,
and while the lower breast and belly is white the back and wings are a
rich chestnut brown color. the bill 1s grey, and the iris of the eye is
reddish brown,

A very distinctive featwre of the rufus-back is the attractive white,
scallop shaped marking in it’s back flanks, in addition to the spotted and
barred markings on the wing prisaries and secondaries. The black ruag and
uppar tail converts alse sport white transverse lines, albeit very fine
ones,

lnsature birds are, by coaparison, quite dull, with little black eyes and
bills, and a dirty grey/brown head; the back and wings are very slightly
darker antd the underparts a creasy buff color. The beginnings of adult
colorations start to show through four weeks or sa after leaving the nest,
and take some sonth before full coloration is achieved.

Jdb



Behsvioral Ulirggy_'istics

fAis with other spsbers of the Mannikin fasily, the ’song and dance routine’
perforaed both in courtship and assertiveness Jisplay, characterizes these
birds, clearly differantiating the sexes.

1t’s displsy, accompanied by a *rasing, whistling call’, coneists of
fluffed plumage, haad angled nearly forty five degrees fros norsal, bill
open and facing the other, and tongue wagging from side to side.

Tha cock bird slso has s soft whistling trill, usually of around one and
one-half to 2 seconds in durstion, but by far tha sost constant sounds of
it’s vocabulary consist of short, piercing calls, made just about
incessantly, particularly when the birds ara active,

Towards the and of next construction, the cock bird oftan calls to the her
whila one the nest in soft, rapid alsost urgant tones of solicitation.

Because of the visual similarities between the sexes, and the males’ only
occssionsl displsys, (especially when under the stress of s seall cage
with a husan face a short distsnce awayl, when buying from a desler it is
better to purchsse s saall nusher, rsther than s ’psir’. This increases
your chances of obtaining a true pair, i.2. a sales and fesale, but tha
economics of this systes - espacisily in New Zealand, ara questionable,
particularly with prices ranging from $250 to $350 par pair!

Buying fros an established breeder is ofton the best ssans of obtsining
birds, no matter what the species, ss s full history csn be given, and
with birds that are difficult to sex, the breeder should be able to assist
in providing stock that ara proven sexes.

Rufes-backs that have psired to sit together, which is a fsirly raliabla
guide, but only by consistency of observation can ane be sura, es cocks
will sit with cocks snd hens with hens! It takes tise when attespting to
selact true, psired birds.

They are Generally, very peaceful birds slthough Rufus-backs can exhibit s
littla scrappiness sround the feed table at times, but conflicts ara rara
in ay experienca.



Nesting

Both parents share in the nest building and incubation duties, and the 3
to & seall white eggs are laid in a sosewhat untidily constructed next,
aade from grasses and threaded Hessian sacking, usually fairly high up in
a shrub or bush. '

The nest bowl is quite shallow cospared with that of other sasall finches,
€.9. Fires, and can cause prableas with young chicks being dragged out of
the nest, particularly when the adults have cause to rapidly vacate,

Incubation last for around 13 days and the young resain in the nest for a
further paried of around 18 days. They are fed for alaost another 2 weeks
or so bafore being completely weaned.

As with the young of aost other finches, the fledging Rufus-backs return
to the nest each night to roost, and | have found thet chicks are often
back by tour in the afterncon! (no late night T.V. for these ones!')

Leaving the fully weaned young in the sase flight with re-nesting parents
causes no probless, in say experience at least, and they will continue to
use their nest as a roost site for some tise, the adults having moved
elsewhere,

tusbands y/Manageasnt

Feeding: A seed eixture of basic pannicua aillet and canary seed is fed,
in addition to daily supplessnts of soaked seed.

Twice & wesk the seed is soaked in an Avi-drops solution, and before being
fed, is very thoroughly rineed under a high pressure fan of water
(effacted by putting one’s finger across the mouth of the faucet.

There are norsally twice as sany birds in the soaked sewd container, than
in the dry.

Cuttlefish and a clean, unsoiled supply of crushed oyster shell and/or
fine river sand (suitably sterilized), aust always be available to the
birds, as this is essential to their continued well teing.

Both seed and water container are removed each morning and #resh container
installed. The soiled ones are thoroughly washed in hot water and
detergent, and rinsed several tines to resove all traces of unwanted
residues,

Green food is supplied each morning, (when possiblel, with quantities of
seeding grasses, including eillet, canary, and chickwead, all provided in
their o season. 2R



Live food is fed during the ’breeding season’ in the fore of gentles and
sealwores; the Rufus-back, being particularly partial to the latter. 1
aa looking forward to trying new types of live food thst havs recantly
been sade svailable comsercially, ss s varied diet can only be beneficisl
in teres of heslth and potantial breeding success.

Although my fiights are fully planted, I use supplies of Manuks to
supplesent breeding sites. Cut in lengthe of up to 1900as or more, the
"trunk® end is shoved into s hole in the ground, and one ore more of the
higher branches fixed to s roof suppart, i.e. s rsfter or similar, so as
to provide additional stability.

Dried, and green grsss, in addition to shredded sacking is provided for
nwsting saterisls. The sacking, i.e. 20 kg Potsto sacks, is cut into
squares of around 100 to 150ea and pulled into individual threads. All
the birds love it. Feathers are also supplied in copious quantities,
particularly white ones, and they are snapped up very quickly by sleost
all birds, mxcept for the Rufes-backs, who very rarely sake use of thea to
line the nest bowl.

Whan using feathers, particularly when derived from poultry or waterfoul,
take adequate preceutions to ensure their cleanliness. 1 have found thst
placing thes in an old pillowcase or similar, and soaking thes for
soaeting in 3 boiling water and disinfectant solution {Bavlan), provides
the protection desired from possible diseass.

By placing the wet bag in the washing sachine and spin drying it before
hanging it out, the drying process is considerably shortened. You will
ond up with soft, fluffy, sweet smelling feathers - s aust for any bird
with nest building in aimd.

Conclusion

With an increase in nuabers of these delightful Manniking in New Zesland
over the last two years, we can jook forward to an exciting future, as
these and sany other species become, hopefuliy more readily svsilabje for
sll to anjoy. '



Getting Birds Neady for

Zhow by Charlia Anchor

All judges sgree that shaw birds eust be in parfect condition and aust

parch {according to the species) for a pariad long snough to allom the
judge to mxasine the bird.

The sost comson sistakes that an exhibitor sakes is in presentation. This
basically ssans that the exhibitor has not takan tha tise to condition his
bird before the show. The bird stays at the bottom of the box and will
not perch. The bird wiil no stay still long snough for the judge to
exaaine tha finar points of the bird. You often hear a judge sake these
comsants to a gaiiary watching the judging.

Hare are some suggestions that say help. | use two sets of training cages
a8 in tha diagraa belom. Tha training cages are like show bokes. Each
set is four feet long and twalve inches high. Each set has six
coapartaents.

1 place om bird in sach cospartsent about six weeks ahead of show time.
Each cespartaent has two perches up high. On the bottos is a food and

water dish. I use newspaper on the bottos. Each bird is fed, watered,
and cleaned sach day.

Yo



In thls way the bird is almost forced to stay on the perch. A bird does
not like darkness, the bottom while not being dark is not as bright as i¢
the bird stayed up on the perch.

When you confine a bird like this the bird’s feathers stay in perfect
condition, They put on a Ilttle extra weight, one of the dlfferences
between a show bird and one just taken out of the flight.

Light spraying with ware water will allow the feathers to take on a nice
sheen. You should elso check to be swe the toa nails are at the proper
length.

There are aany hints to good showlng. These are just a few that | uge, |
hope that they are of some help to you, When sy birds are taken froe ay
training cages and placed in the show boxes they very seldoa gu to the
bottos of the Show bax,

EDITOR’S NOTE: Charlle Anchor 1s a NFS Panel Judge fros Addlson,
11lnols. NFS thanke Charlle for sharing some of his knowledge with the

saabers. [ you get a chance to see Charlle judge were sure you will flnd
It educatlonal and tiee well speat.

NFE MEMBEREHTP SERVICES

Any of these itess say be purchased by sending a check In the exact
aapunt to Meebarship Services, c/o Russ Arsitage Jr., J45 Boston Rd.
Middlatown, CT. 06457. Check the itess you wish and total the asount.

NFS BACK 1SSUES 1984 Collectors NFS Tee
$1.50 each 1984 Sept/Oct Shirts - lebra design
1984 April 1985 Nov/Dec sa__med__only $10.00
1984 July 1987 Jan/Feb

1984 October Show Box Blue Prints
1985 Jan/Feb Waxbill __ $3.00

1985 Mar /hpr Spec.Publications Iebra __ $3.00

1983 May/Jone 1994 NFS show Scftblll___ $3.00

1983 July/Mug  Catalog Collectors all three for $7.00
1985 Sept/Oct  item $3.00

1985 Nov/Dec 1983 NFS show Name

1984 Jan/Feb Catalog Collectors street

1784 Mar /for ites $1.00 city

1984 May/June state ip

1984 July/hug




w_ﬁa.ti.sunoucllub?
by John Pire

Editor’s Note: The lnternstional Dove Sociaty is an Intarnationsl
Atfiliate of the National Finch and Softbill Society. John Pire is their
Vica-Prasident. John has besn a strong influence in the foraation of the
Dove club and in creating intarest in the keeping of Doves in Aserica and
abroad.

The idea ar these behied thie article ie to introduce and to peak your
curiosity inta the "Dove Fancy" through a Dove club.

In today’s warld of aviculture thare are numerous bird clubs. Look at the
bird club listings in the back of the major bird sagazines. You will find
locs] birds clubs, national bird clube and internationsl bird clubs.

There are ciubs for svery kind of bird you can think of. Soss clubs are
all-bird clube, devoted to nuserous species of birds. Sose are speciaity
clubs, devoted ta a particular bird species.

"The Intarnational Dove Bociety" ie one such club. We are a specialty
club, devoted to proscting doves. We are also an all bird club, devoted
to prosoting all species of doves and wild exotic pigeons. 1.D.5. iea
vary active and rapidly growing dove club devotad axclueively to the
breading, sxhibiting and pressrvstion of the various species of Doves and
Wild Exotic Pigeons.

Thie club was foraed in 1984 by a group of dove fanciers froa the Houston,
Teuas setropolitan area. The nase "Doves of Texss® was chosen. Soan
after, wa bagan setting up an mxotic dovs display st ares bird shows. WNe
also entared ouwr doves into compatition Many people st these shows were
asared at all the different types of doves. The only draw back was in our
nase. The firet question that was asked was; Are thess doves native to
Tenas? It didn't take owr club officere very long to figure out thet
sasething wae nesded to help define our club nase. "A National Dove Club®
was added to our existing club nase. Even with the added words, it was
still apparent thet the people were still being confused.

#ith the continued interest and growth of the club, both nstionslly and

internationslly, a new and less restrictive nase was naeded for the club.
Tha of ficare and Board of Directore discussed and approved a nase change
for the bettersent of the club. They chose "Internstional Dove Society"



as the new name. They alsa secured nonprofit incorporation status and
copyright status for the nase and club logo.

1.D.5. publishes a very inforsative sonthly newstetter. The newslettar
wlll keep you abreast of the latest In aviary construction for doves,
nesting requiresents of the differmt species of doves, nutritional
inforsation and the latest developaents regarding cage bred doves and
their color sutations. There is an ad section in each issue of the
newsletter for sembers, to assist his in selling or purchasing doves. A
Breeders Dirsctory 15 published yearly for the benefit of its members,
The club also exchanges newsletters with sany other dove, pigenn and bird
clubs throughout the country, Canada and overseas.

A short sesssge about the "Dove Fancy"; the different species of dove
range in size fros the Diasond Dove (smallest) to ths Victorian Crowned
Pigeon {largest). Nest timse you are at a local zoo check to see what
types of doves and evotle gigeons they have in their collection.

Most of the doves are a somber color, but if you ever see the various
spacies of Frult Pigeons you will be amazed at their colors. Look at our
own Nourning Doves, in the sunlight you will see just how beautiful it’s
colors really are, The Band-Tailed Pigeon, native to the U.5., is perhaps
the sost colorful of our natlve U.5. doves and wild pigeons.

Have you ever seen a pair of Masked (Cape) Doves building their nest? It
is amazing to satch the sale Masked Dove hover like a humaingbird, before
Landing Lightly on his mates back to hand her the piece of nesting
saterial. Have you wver seen the excellent care the parent doves show to
their nawly hatched young? The may in which the young doves chase their
parants when they are hungry, reainds se of ay own chlldren pestering me
for money to go to the store.

Many people have had palr of doves In their aixed aviaries, but soon tire
of them. This could be due to the fect that thls pair of doves never
raised any young. Could thls pair be a true pair? Doves can even fonl
the best of the dove experts, two fesales can act just like a true male
and fesale. 1f you foster eggs to these birds, they will usually hatch .
and raise the young just as a true pair would. Some species of doves and
sxotlc pigeons are sexually disorphic. The ones that ars not pose the -
challenge to the fancier.

1 soee tises find that keeping doves is easier than other birds. There
are no speclal requiresents. Even 1f you only have a single white ringneck
dove as a pet the 1.0.5. will help you flntd out how exciting and
beneficial it can bs to keep and raise doves and exotic pigeons. If you
are interested you say contact: The International Dove Society, c/o
Secretary of Meshership, Departsent NFS, 2507 3rd Avenue North, Texas
City, Texes 77390, 43
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Cats, Birds, and Love

1 have great respect for each animal 1 take into my hose. Al] have their
place and all are equally important. None are physically changed for my
convenience. The problee is to get all the animals to agree with my
idea. Their rationale isn’t always the same as mine.

In the next few paragraphs 1 plan to explain how it has been possible for
ee to keep both the birds and the cats living in harmony. 1t can be done
and it's lots of fun. Since we have only three ropes, we had to cose up
with an answer FAST' First, let ee introduce ay family. We have four
cats, two Buinea Pigs and the finches. All the cats have besn neutered.
None have been de-clawed by ee. The Buinea pigs are caged for their
safety. We santed to-protect the birds fros the cats, but not do anything
cruel to the cats.

Besides giving attention-to the caging arrangesent, 1 want to give you an
idea what a cat qoes through while being de-clamed. First the cat is
given anesthesia and the fwr is clipped from around the feet. A
tourniqoat is placed around the leq and the nails are rinsed with
alcohol. A large clipper is used to cut the nail at the first joint.
This involves the foot pad at tises. The nails are clipped and the foot
is tightly bandaged to stop the bleeding. 1f the bandage is to tight the
cat could get gangrene and the foot would have to be amputated.

When the cat wikes up, usually the next day, he/she is in great pain. The
cat feels rejected and depressed. This is extresely psychologically
dasaging to a cat. Many never recover from this trausatic experience.

Cats use their claws for eany functions. However, after the de-clawing
operation they loose these functions. Even if you keep the cat in the
house, when they jusp down from a chair or table, they have pain in their
paw pads. The nails are there to cushion the paw pad. If the nails
should begin to grow back, the paw feels like a knife was thrust into it.
1 have seen a de-clawed cat fall when trying to climb the screen door.
It’s a sad thing to see,

What is the alternative if you have cats and birds? You could try what |
did. First, | realized that the cat’s nails really wasn’t the probles. 4
cat catches prey with his teeth, not his claws. I couldn’t have all the
teeth removed from sy four cats. [ had to make the cages safe for the

birds to live in. 5



| have ownad cocketiale, love birde and finches. 1f | had » parrot [
would worry sore shout sy cate than 1 would the parrot. My cockatisle
could handle thassalves top. 1§ you aren’t tha type to bulld your own
coges don't worry, One of sy flighta in a Prevus Hmdryx FG-88. There ia
om wiy anything can get in thet type of cage unless you lsave the door
opan. The other flights 1 have, wa aade. Thay are converted cocketisl
cages made with hardwars cloth. The holes are too sasll to let anything
ia these cagee either. Tha fraes i® wood and 1 have a sliding bottom
shelf for sasy cisaning. The birds love the cages and know they are
conpietely asfe.

¥han 1 placed the cages on the tabies, | made sure they took up sost of
the wece. This sey thers wauld be 8o roos for the cete to sit on the
table naar the cages.

Ny bird area in » snction of one of sy rooss. There in » window and » fan
for thes in the susssr. The fan blone near but sy fros the cages. It
can #lsc pull the air aut if | want it ta, 1 have two lights sbove the
cages. Thase are the Vita-lites. A couple of eonths ago » friend gave m
# portable wooden rooa divider. |t'e sbaut mix fest high, and it
stretches the width of the roos.

Thare arn asys to keep dléfarast kinds of dnissle together, happily and
safsly. 1 sincerely bape you will give sy ideas a try befors you fasl you
have to do samething drastic to ons of your anisals. Animsl busbandry

~ ssana love and cars, not juat record kesping and care.

it's batter to have » cat spayed or neutersd than to let it stay whole.
Thin ie not hareful i say way. You raslly can’t keep » cat very long 14
you den't alter it. 14 you don’t believe ss, try it. Soon you'll be
caliing tha Yetarinarian. -

1'11 be heppy to answer any questions you say have. 1 would #lso ba nlce
to hear froa pacple that have been successéal in daoing thie,

EDITOR’S NOTE: 14 you have questions or wish to resch Heles Holaes you
say do 80 by writing her ot: Helas Holaes, PO Box OF3, Melrone, W
02174-0003,



1987 MATIONAL BIRDS SHOMWS

The GREAT NERICHG BIRD SHOM llill continue tho tredition nf it’s

wonder fully successful show held last year in Chicago. Last year Kaytee
Products served the avicultural comsunity well by actlng as the catalyst
and sponsar for this public orientated show. This year the Show
sanageesnt has been taken over by a Board of Directors, and is sponsored
by Mature’s Window. The show will be held at the Moliday Inn Crown Plaza,
conveniently located at the Atlanta International Airport. The show will
continue as a public event, and will faature of course, the cash award
sxhibition as well as public sesinars and desonstrations. There will ba a
large and active comsercial area and space alloted for Specialty club
aretings and tables.

National Specialy clubs participating, include the Africen Lovebird
Society, the Aserican Budgerigar Society, the Aserican Cockatiel Sociaty,
the National Cockatiel Sociaty, the Mational Finch and Softbill Society,
The National Bloster Association, and the Society of Parrot Breeders and
Exhibitors, Other Division sponsors will be announced shortly.

A large and exciting raffle has been planned by the GABS host club, the
Georgia Caga Bird Society., Ray Johnson and Harold Bowles are Show
Managers. For catalog or booth spacer contact Ray Johnson, 175 Stoneridge
May, Fayetteville, 6A 30214, Site infor: Harold Bowles, 3402 Williams St.,
Marietta, GA 30062, for Specialty Club participation contact: Willias
Parlee, PO Gox 18607, E. Hartford, CT 05118-0807.

7 OHID - T BIRD SHOM
This year the NATIONAL CAGE BIRD SHOW travels to Columbus, Dhio and is
hosted by the Central Ohio Bird Fanciers. The NCBS is the host to the
National Finch and Softbill Society Annual Meeting and Exhibition.

This yaars judge for the Annual show is Beorge Narren of Portsmouth,
England. Gworge is a well respected NF5 Panel judge in this country as
well as abroad. His sense of husor and judging critics are sure to make
his judging inforsative as well as enjoyable,

As you know last year in St. Louis, Yom Rood of Shelbyville, It took home
the honors with a pair of Fawn lebra Finches. This yaars National Show is
expected to ba even larger. We are looking for 300 finchas and Softbills
for the countries keenest competition. Plan on showing and joining in on
the fun. Don’t forget to attend the NFS National Mesting,

For Show sesbership {(to win a Kellogg award you must be a sember} contact
Margie Magee, 25 West Janss Road, Thousand Qaks, CA 91840, For show
inforeation contact: David 5. Guinn, AR #1 Box 2384, Yorktown, IN 47395,



A Voluntary Bird Census

by B8i11 Porles

The voluntary bird census can he a valuable tool to the finch and softhill
bresder. By filling out the census and mailing it in, you will furnish
the census departaant with the necessary inforsation to connsct you with
other interested parties.

Letters froa seabers wishing to buy babies or odd birds to complets pairs
at the NF6 offlcs, ars a constant occurrmace. Very often we can not help
because the Inforsation is not availabis. Thus the purpose of the census.
NFS has had a consus for two years now, but the response has not been
good. Only a few arsbers showed the interest to fill it out.

- This will be our last attespt for some tima in gathering this inforsation.
Please taks the tisa to rip out the page or Xerox it, fill it out, and
mail it in.

¥ we can gather a meaningful amount of breeder inforsation, we will
publlsh it in the July/August issue, This will make the inforsation
availabls to all for the show season.

Hers's how it warks. You #111 out the form and mail it in. The
inforaation is computerized. When a aseber calls or writes (witing is
better as the computer is not alsays ismediatsly availabls) ma punch in
the spacies, and out pops a few assbers tslephone nuabers that they can
call. This sells your bahies and odd birds. On ths other hand, when you
need something, it works for you alsa.

We ars constantly surprised to find that a aseber is breeding a particular
spacies that we did not realize anyone sas brseding. MWe usually find out
this inforsation in a casual conversation at a show or other event. 1f
this sase inforsation was available to other mesbers, babies could be
sold, odd birds swapped, and most isportantly, brseding inforsation
shared,

Your address will never he given out by NF5. We only use telephone
nuabers to connect mesbers, so be surs when filling out the census to
clearly print out your area code and nusber.

Your cooperation with this census sakes it work, Sit down right now, or
as soon as you can and fill it out. Cherck off yes if you sosetimes have
bables for sale. Many finches are getting harder and harder to obtain.
#hen giving out inforsation sa will try locate the sesbwrs closest to you
for conveniencs in shipping. u@



BIRD - FINCHES AND SOFTBILLS

Mai] comeleted fore to NFS PO Box 18407, East Martford. CT 04]18-0507,

Nase

Street

City State lip

Teleghone {___ ) - Exchange inforsation - Yes _ W0

Name of Specivs | mutation Nusber 1n flock Dreading [Babiws
Coamon or type | male | fesale! Unkn, (Succese? [Available

lebra fawn 9 7 6 yes yes

1f you are willing to trade inforsation with other bresders, please check
yes above. You sust give your phone number as it will be the only way
another breeder will be able to reach you, NFS does not publish or give
out sesbere addresses. If you wish this inforsation to be for statistical
purposes only, check off no.

oT ¢ A Y1 “



Avian Publications

1505 HOWARD AVENUE
EAU CLAIRE, NI 54703

aty | itea description #ach tatal

114 Aviculturist Hanbook, Goodsan 13.50

118 Aviary Design and Contruction, Pearce [12.95

802 Estrildid Finches of World, Goodwin  [40.%5

404 Bouldian Finch, Mobbs 15.00

508 Encylopedia Softbilled Birds, VYriends {!19.95

1

410 Australian Finches, mse{man 24,95

&14 Finches and Softbilled, Bates/Busenbk [19.95

blé Nutrition finches and athers, Black 17.93

&5 Care of Seed-Eating birds, Trillope [15.95
We acceot Master Charge and Visa Tatal
type Acct .M, JX sales tax
Exp.date signed Misc. only
ship ta:

Pastage .55

address
city state__ zip Brand Tatal

Always mention the National Finch Society when making purchases,



A_ Breath
of Fresh Air
For Your Birds

MOUNTAIN BREEZE ION PROBE
OVER 5000 SOLD IN ENGLAND
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ORDER ONE TODAY AT NO RISK

Tleawr wend me-

lon Probe comes with -
I_ .I Lion probe for %49 @5

a 2-year warranty and
a 30-day money back [ | o probes toe as s earh
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