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This year marks the Silver Anniversary 
of the founding of the National Finch So-
ciety, later renamed the National Finch 
and Softbill Society. For 25 years the So-
ciety has dedicated itself to promoting 
the enjoyment of keeping and breeding 
Finches and Softbills to all interested 
parties, enhancing our knowledge of the 
proper care of these birds, encouraging 
breeding programs, and working with 
other organizations for the preservation 
of aviculture in this country.

Over the years this journal has served 
as the life blood of NFSS by commu-
nicating with our members, educating 
with wonderful articles, and providing 
services such as legislative notices, 
bands and advertising. We are cur-
rently looking for an Editor. Right now 
Tom Keegan our 2nd VP of Publishing 
is working with a 3rd party to produce 
the journal and they are doing a mar-
velous job but we would still like to find 
a permanent Editor. If you feel you may 
be interested in the position please con-
tact Tom Keegan or me. This is not an 
elected position and person is appoint-
ed by the Board of Directors.

2009 is an election year and all elected 
Board of Director positions will have an 
open election. If you have considered 
serving NFSS in some capacity, this is 
your opportunity. You can receive infor-
mation regarding the responsibilities of 

each office by contacting the chairman 
of the nominating committee Bill Parlee 
(ElectionsNFSS@yahoogroups.com), 
your regional VP or any of the current 
board members. Fresh ideas can in-
vigorate the Society and we are always 
looking for opportunities to provide ad-
ditional benefits to the membership or 
just improve upon the things we are do-
ing now. I urge all to get involved and 
share your time and talent with others.

In this issue you will find a ballot for po-
sitions that are being filled temporarily 
and must be voted on by the member-
ship. According to the Society bylaws 
these temporary positions can only be 
filled by board appointees for 180 days 
and therefore we cannot wait for the 
next general election. Please take a few 
moments to fill out your ballot and return 
it for this Special Election.

I would also like to welcome all to submit 
articles for upcoming issues of the journal. 
Articles written by members or their friends 
and acquaintances in aviculture are what 
help to make this journal so enjoyable for 
all to read. Consider sharing your experi-
ences and knowledge with others.

On a personal note I pray for the speedy 
recovery of my friend Andrew Green, the 
husband of our Executive Secretary Re-
becca Mikel, who is battling an illness. 
I hope 2009 proves to be a grand suc-
cess for him and for all our members.

Respectfully,
Bob Peers
President

President’s Message
2009 NFSS Silver Anniversary
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In my capacity as 4th Vice President of NFSS, I have received numerous requests 
for a new zebra finch standard from the zebra finch breeding community over the 
past several years. To create the new standard, I formed a committee of several 
Zebra breeders and exhibitors and 5 panel judges and, over the period of a year, 
we exchanged hundreds of e-mails in order to rewrite the offical Zebra standards 
of NFSS.
 
The following standard, with it’s various compromises and changes, represents the 
culmination of that effort. There are several changes from the originally revised 
standard, the most obvious being in the point distribution. One perspective raised 
by the hobby side was that there should be more point allocation for color and 
markings and less point allocation for conformation. This was agreed upon by the 
committee and a reading of the new standard will show this change. More emphasis 
was placed on color and markings while retaining a majority of the points allocated 
to conformation and type, as the body of the bird remains the major focus in the 
development of the show bird.

I am sure that not all Zebra hobbyist will agree in total with the standard, but each 
group will find favorable parts they like. I would like for all interested parties to read 
and digest the new standard as a whole and consider how all aspects of the stan-
dard must be brought into balance. Your comments on the NFSS online Husbandry 
Forum or to me personally will be welcome.
 
Cecil Gunby is 4th Vice President of NFSS and Chair of the Judges Panel/Standards Committee

The New NFSS Zebra Finch Show Standard
Cecil Gunby
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The Official Zebra Finch Standard
Poephila guttata
Approved by the National Finch and Softbill Society

CONFORMATION (40 POINTS)
Distributed as follows:

Head and Body: 20 POINTS

The ideal Zebra Finch will measure 
about 4” from the tip of the beak to 
the end of the tail. The head should 
be large and proportional to the body, 
broad from all angles, blending into the 
shoulders, back and front, with a slight 
nip at the neck when at rest. The eyes 
must be round, with the lower edge of 
the eye just above the line where the 
mandibles meet There is a noticeable 
brow in the ideal bird, resulting from the 
slight indentation of the feathering at the 
eye. The beak should be coral in color, 
deeper coral in the cock bird, broad at 
the base and centered in the face.

The crown rises up from the top of 
the upper mandible in a rounded arc 
through to the neck. The neck should 
be broad and expand smooth, from the 
neck through the tip of the tail, except in 
the displaying bird (see Tail below).

The sides are slightly rounded from the 
shoulders through the tail. The bird is 
fullbodied, showing good substance. 
The bottom line bows outward deeply, 

smoothly rounded, from just below the 
chin through to the vent, the deepest and 
broadest point being between the chest 
and the stomach. The stomach feathers 
of the ideal bird are just above the perch 
because of the roundness of the bottom 
line, but not because of poor position.

From the perch the legs rise slightly from 
the horizontal. The thigh is not exposed. 
The feet grip the perch properly.

Wings: 10 points.

The wings should be carried evenly, 
and should not droop nor entirely cover 
the flanking. They should blend into the 
back smoothly with the wing tips meet-
ing at the root of the tail. Crossed wings, 
overlapping one another, or drooping 
wings are faulted.

Tail: 10 points.

The line of the tail shall continue the line 
of the back and must not droop or be car-
ried high. The tail may rise slightly from 
the back line in the displaying bird. The 
tail will be proportional to the body.

CONFORMATION............................................40 POINTS
Head and Body...................... 20 PTS
Wings................................... 10 PTS
Tail....................................... 10 PTS

COLOR AND MARKINGS.................................30 POINTS
CONDITION....................................................20 POINTS
DEPORTMENT AND PRESENTATION...............10 POINTS
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COLOR AND MARKINGS (30 POINTS)
STANDARD ZEBRA FINCH MARKINGS 
(BOTH COLOR AND MELANIN)

Exceptions are noted in the Standards and De-
scriptions, which follow.

Cock:
Eyes black or near black. The beak 
should be coral red. Lores are white, 
bordered by a thin dark line from the 
base of the bill to nostril and a heavier 
line dropping below the eye (the tear 
marking), creating a clear and distinct 
‘teardrop’ effect A distinct cheek patch 
of color covers the cheeks and ear-co-
verts. The throat and upper chest area 
(to the breast bar) should be thinly and 
evenly striped. The breast bar should 
be clear, distinct and even, and not 
less than 1/8” wide. The side flanking 
should be prominent and should extend 
from the wing’s greater coverts to the 
upper tail coverts, and contain numer-
ous small round, clearly defined white 
spots. The center of the lower rump is 
white. The tail should be horizontally 
barred with white. The feet and legs 
should be pale coral red.

Hen:
As for the cock, minus the cheek patch-
es, throat stripes and breast bar. The 
lores and flanking will show the same 
color as the hen’s throat The beak 
should be a paler shade of red.

ZEBRA FINCH COLOR STANDARDS 
FOR STANDARD VARIETIES

The following Zebra Finch color varieties 
have color Standards, presented here:

Normal Gray
Lightback Normal Gray
Dominant Silver

Chestnut Flanked White
Chestnut Flanked Continental
Fawn
Lightback Fawn
Dominant Cream
White 
Pied
Penguin

Descriptions of less commonly exhib-
ited and newer varieties are offered 
for informational purposes in the sub-
sequent section.

Normal Gray Cock:
The head, neck, back, and wings 
dark gray, even throughout. The throat 
should be pale gray. The cheek patch 
should be rich dark orange. The tear 
marking, throat and upper chest strip-
ing, breast bar and tail bars should be 
jet black. The flanking should be rich 
reddish brown with white spots. The 
underparts should be white, but may 
have some fawn shading near the vent 
and thighs. Show Faults: uneven or 
patchy color; “bleeding” of the cheek 
patches into the ground color.

Normal Gray Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear 
marking and tail bars as for the cock. 
The throat and breast should be mid-
gray. No cheek patches, throat stripes, 
breast bar or flanking. Underparts 
should be buff. Show Faults: uneven or 
patchy color; showing cock markings.

Fawn Cock:
The head, neck, back, and wings a 
deep fawn color, even throughout. The 
throat should be pale grayish brown. 
The cheek patch should be a rich dark 
orange. The tear marking, throat and 
upper chest striping, breast bar and 
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tail bars should be blackish brown. 
The flanking should be rich reddish 
brown with white spots. The underparts 
should be white, but may have some 
fawn shading near the vent and thighs. 
Show Faults: uneven or patchy color; 
“bleeding” of the cheek patches into 
the ground color.

Fawn Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear 
marking and tail bars as for the cock. 
The throat and breast should be buff. 
No cheek patches, throat stripes, breast 
bar, or flanking. Underparts should be 
buff. Show faults: uneven or patchy 
color, showing cock markings.

Lightback Normal Gray Cock:
The head, neck, back, and wings 
light gray, even throughout The throat 
should be light silvery gray. The cheek 
patch should be pale orange. The tear 
marking, throat and upper chest strip-
ing, breast bar and tail bars should be 
black. The flanking should be pale or 
reddish brown with white spots. The un-
derparts should be white with no shad-
ing. Show Faults: uneven or patchy 
color, “bleeding” of cheek patches into 
the ground color.

Lightback Normal Gray Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear mark-
ing and tail bars as for the cock. The 
throat and breast should be light silvery 
gray. No cheek patches, throat stripes, 
breast bar, or flanking. Underparts 
should be white. Show Faults: uneven or 
patchy color; showing cock markings.

Lightback Fawn Cock:
The head, neck, back, and wings pale 
fawn, even throughout. The throat should 
be off-white. The cheek patch should be 
pale orange. The tear marking, throat 

and upper chest striping, breast bar and 
tail bars should be blackish brown. The 
flanking should be pale reddish brown 
with white spots. The underparts should 
be white with no shading. Show Faults: 
uneven or patchy color; “bleeding” of 
cheek patches into the ground color.

Lightback Fawn Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear mark-
ing and tail bars as for the cock. The 
throat and breast should be off-white. 
No cheek patches, throat stripes, breast 
bar, or flanking. Underparts should be 
white. Show Faults: uneven or patchy 
color; showing cock markings.

Dominant Silver Cock: 
There are various shades of Dominant 
Silver. The head, neck, back, and wings 
should be from light bluish gray to pale 
silvery gray. There may be some patch-
iness to the color. The throat should 
be from pale silvery gray to off-white. 
The cheek patch should be from pale 
orange to cream. The tear marking, 
throat and upper chest striping, breast 
bar and tail bars should be a matching 
shade of gray. The flanking should be 
pale reddish orange with white spots. 
The underparts should be white, but 
may have some silver shading near the 
vent and thighs. Show Faults: exces-
sively uneven or patchy color, includ-
ing fawn shading in the ground color; 
characteristic cock markings showing 
no dilution, or indistinct.

Dominant Silver Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear mark-
ing and tail bars as for the cock. The 
throat and breast should be from pale 
silvery gray to off-white. No cheek patch-
es, throat stripes, breast bar, or flanking. 
Underparts should be buff. Show Faults: 
excessively uneven or patchy color, 
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including fawn shading in the ground 
color, showing cock markings.

Dominant Cream Cock:
There are various shades of cream. The 
head, neck, back, and wings should 
be from deep cream to pale cream. 
The throat should be from pale cream 
to off-white. The cheek patch should be 
from pale orange to cream. The tear 
marking, throat and upper chest strip-
ing, breast bar and tail bars should be 
a matching shade of fawn. The flank-
ing should be pale reddish orange with 
white spots. The underparts should be 
white, but may have some cream shad-
ing near the vents and thighs. Show 
Faults: excessively uneven or patchy 
color, characteristic cock markings 
showing no dilution, or indistinct.

Dominant Cream Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear mark-
ing and tail bars as for the cock. The 
throat and breast should be from pale 
cream to off-white. No cheek patches, 
throat stripes, breast bar, or flanking. 
Underparts should be pale cream. 
Show Faults: excessively uneven or 
patchy color; showing cock markings.

Chestnut Flanked White Cock:
The head, neck, back, wings, throat 
and underparts as white as possible. 
The cheek patch should be as dark 
orange as possible. The tear marking, 
throat and upper chest striping, breast 
bar and tail bars should be as near 
black as possible. The flanking should 
be rich reddish brown with white spots. 
Show Faults: characteristic cock mark-
ings pale; “bleeding” of cheek patches 
into the ground color.

Chestnut Flanked White Hen:
As near white as possible, with no cheek 

patches, throat stripes, breast bar, or 
flanking. Remaining tear marking and 
tail bars as near black as possible. A 
small amount of gray wash or very light 
flecking on the head is acceptable. 
Show Faults: showing cock markings.

Chestnut Flanked Continental Cock:
The head, neck, back,wings, throat 
and under parts are cream. The cheek 
patch is orange brown and as deep 
color as possible. The tear markings, 
throat and upper chest striping, breast 
bar and tail bars should be black. 
The flanking should be a rich orange 
brown, dark as possible with regular 
round white dots. Show faults; pale 
cock markings, “bleeding” of cheek 
patches, sooty markings on the head.

Chestnut Flanked Continental Hen:
Cream in color with no cheek patches, 
throat stripes, breast bars, or flanking. 
Remaining tear markings and tail bars 
black. Show faults; sooty head or pres-
ence of male markings.

White Cock and Hen:
Color to be pure white all over. As 
with other varieties, hen’s beak to be 
a paler shade of red. Show Faults: Any 
colored feathering, including flecking 
in the shoulder and back area.

Pied Cock and Hen:
The body should be approximately 
50% white and 50% color with mark-
ings as symmetrical as possible. Cock 
to retain all characteristic cock mark-
ings, but all markings should be bro-
ken with white. Hen should show tear 
markings and tail bars, but broken 
with white. Show Faults: an exces-
sive percentage of white feathering or 
colored feathering (from the 50/50 
mix); cocks showing complete loss 
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of characteristic cock markings; hens 
showing cock markings.
Note: Pieds can be exhibited in all recog-
nized colors, except white.

Penguin Cock:
Head, neck, back, and wings light 
silvery gray with flights, secondaries 
and coverts edged with a paler shade 
of gray, giving a laced appearance. 
Older birds may display more lacing 
than younger birds. The throat and 
underparts to be white without a trace 
of barring. The cheek patch should be 
rich dark orange. Tear marking absent. 
The flanking to be reddish brown with 
white spots. The tail should match the 
back color, barred with white. Show 
Faults: Any trace of breast barring or 
tear markings.

Penguin Hen:
Head, neck, back, and wings as for 
the cock. The throat, breast, flanking 
and underparts should be absent Show 
Faults: any trace of cock markings or 
tear markings.
Note: Penguins can be exhibited in other 
recognized colors.

ZEBRA FINCH COLOR DESCRIPTIONS 
FOR NON-STANDARD VARIETIES

The following Zebra Finch color muta-
tions are less commonly exhibited and/ 
or newer varieties:

Lightback Silver Lightback Cream
Recessive Silver Recessive Cream
Crested Yellow Beaked
Black Breasted Orange Breasted
Isabel Phaeo
Florida Fancy Agate
Black Cheeked Gray Cheeked
Fawn Cheeked Black Faced
Black Saddleback

Lightback Silver Cock:
The head, neck, back, and wings are 
pale silvery gray. There may be some 
patchiness to the color. The throat is off 
white. The cheek patch is near white. 
The tear marking, throat and upper 
chest striping, breast bar and tail bars 
are charcoal gray. The flanking is pale 
orange with white spots. The under-
parts are white.

Lightback Silver Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear 
marking and tail bars as for the cock. 
The throat and breast are off-white. No 
cheek patches, throat stripes, breast 
bars or flanking. Underparts are white.

Lightback Cream Cock:
The head, neck, back, and wings 
are pale cream. There may be some 
patchiness to the color. The throat is 
off-white. The cheek patch is near 
white. The tear marking, throat and up-
per chest striping, breast bar and tail 
bars are pale chocolate. The flanking 
is pale orange with white spots. The 
underparts are white.

Lightback Cream Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear 
marking and tail bars as for the cock. 
The throat and breast are off-white. No 
cheek patches, throat stripes, breast 
bars or flanking. Underparts are white.

Recessive Silver Cock:
The head, neck, back, and wings are 
bluish gray. The throat is silvery gray. 
The cheek patch is orange’. The tear 
marking, throat and upper chest strip-
ing, breast bar and tail bars area 
matching shade of gray. The flanking 
is reddish brown with white spots. The 
underparts are white.
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Recessive Silver Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear 
marking and tail bars as for the cock. 
The throat and breast are bluish gray. 
No cheek patches, throat stripes, breast 
bars or flanking. Underparts are from 
pale buff to pale gray.

Recessive Cream Cock:
The head, neck, back, and wings are 
pale fawn. The throat is cream. The 
cheek patch is orange. The tear mark-
ing, throat and upper chest striping, 
breast bar and tail bars are a match-
ing shade of pale gray. The flanking is 
reddish brown with white spots. The un-
derparts are white, but may have some 
fawn shading near the vent and thighs.

Recessive Cream Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear mark-
ing and tail bars as for the cock. The 
throat and breast are cream. No cheek 
patches, throat stripes, breast bars or 
flanking. Underparts are cream.

Crested Cock and Hen:
Crested can be exhibited in all recog-
nized colors, and are the same as any 
other color variety except they have a 
crest We should strive for a crest that 
has a full circular appearance, finishing 
level with top of eye.

Yellow Beaked Cock and Hen:
Yellow Beaks can be exhibited in all 
recognized colors, and are the same as 
any other color variety except the beak 
should be as near yellow as possible, 
not orange. The legs and feet area very 
pale coral red.

Black Breasted Normal Gray Cock:
The head, neck, back, and wings are 
as in Normal Gray, but with feathers 

outlined with reddish brown. The cheek 
patch has no definite outline and 
“bleeds” onto the neck and head. It has 
no tear marking, but retains the black 
edging along the beak. It displays a 
lighter throat under the beak mottled 
with black feathering. There is no Ze-
bra throat striping. The Black Breast-
ed’s breast bar tends to be blacker and 
broader than the normal breast bar. The 
side flanks are poorly defined and are 
marked with white ticks or slashes of 
white rather than spots. The underparts 
are white, with some fawn shading at 
the vent the upper tail feathers are nor-
mal colored but outlined in white, creat-
ing a vertically barred effect.

Black Breasted Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, tear 
marking, beak edging and tail barring 
as for the cock. It may show traces of 
a breast bar.

Note: The Black Breasted can be exhibited 
in all recognized colors, although the red-
dish brown outlining on the head, back and 
wing feathers will be less evident on some 
mutations, such as the Black Breasted Chest-
nut Flanked White.

Orange Breasted Normal Gray Cock:
Color and markings are as in Normal 
Gray, except that most black mark-
ings are replaced or at least partially 
masked by orange. Tear markings are 
masked by orange. The throat striping 
and breast bar, while mostly orange 
with this mutation, may show some 
black coloration. The breast bar will 
have a less precise size and shape than 
in the Normal Gray. Orange is mixed 
in with the black and white tail bars.

Orange Breasted Hen:
Color and markings as for a Normal Gray 
hen, except that the Orange Breasted 



January / February 2009

13The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society

hen has no visible black tear marking, no 
evidence of chest barring, and must have 
visible orange on tail barring.

Note: The Orange Breasted can be exhib-
ited in all recognized colors. In all, orange
replaces most of the black on the tear mark-
ing, throat and upper chest striping, breast
bar and tail bars.

Isabel Cock:
The head, neck, back, and wings from 
cream to off-white, with pale orange 
lacing to the feathers. The throat and 
upper chest from buff to off-white. The 
cheek patch is a rich dark orange. The 
tear marking, throat and upper chest 
striping, and breast bar are absent 
The flanking is rich reddish brown with 
white spots. The underparts are white, 
with some pale orange shading near 
the vent and thighs. Tail bars from fawn 
to very Pale fawn.

Isabel Hen:
The head, neck, back, wings, and tail 
bars as for the cock. Tear marking ab-
sent. The throat and breast, extending 
through the underparts should be very 
pale buff. No cheek patches, throat 
stripes, breast bar or flanking.

Phaeo Cock:
A combination of the Isabel x Black 
Breasted mutations, showing the ef-
fects of both. The head, neck, back, 
and wings are diluted to off-white. The 
orange lacing to the feathers is more 
evident There is no chest barring. The 
cheek patch has no definite outline and 
“bleeds” onto the neck and head. The 
side flanks change to orange and are 
poorly defined and are marked with 
white ticks or slashes of white rather 
than spots. The underparts are white, 
with some cream shading at the vent. 
The upper tail feathers are cream 

colored but outlined in white, creating 
a vertically barred effect.

Phaeo Hen:
Hens are very similar to Isabel hens, with 
orange lacing to the generally off-white 
head, neck, back, and wings. Phaeo 
hens also lack the tear marking. Phaeo 
hens can be distinguished from Isabel 
hens by the tail: the Phaeo’s tail has or-
ange colored vertical striping; the Isabel 
shows light fawn horizontal bars.

Note: The Phaeo is often combined with 
other mutations. When combined with the
Orange Breasted, orange throat and upper 
chest striping and an orange breast bar
appears, making a brightly colored bird.

Florida Fancy Cock:
A white bird (with some faint gray lac-
ing of feathers on back and wings) with 
rich orange cheek patch and rich red-
dish brown flanking with white spots. 
No tear marking, throat and upper 
chest striping or breast bar, and only 
faint light gray tail bars. Appears to be 
a combination of Penguin and Chest-
nut Flanked White.

Florida Fancy Hen:
As for the cock, with no cheek patch 
or flanking.

Agate Cock:
The normal Agate could be described 
as a bird with the head color and mark-
ings of a Normal Gray, but the body 
and wing color of a light fawn. The 
Agate also appears in other mutations, 
such as the Fawn and Lightback.

Agate Hen:
The hens are the same color minus the 
cock markings.
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Black Cheeked Cock:
The cheek patch is black. Other color 
and markings are normal, but with com-
plete absence of reddish brown in the 
flankings, which is replaced by black.

Black Cheeked Hen:
As in normal hen, but will have cock 
type black cheek patch. The hen’s cheek 
patch color is patchier than the cock’s.

Gray Cheeked Cock:
The Gray Cheek is similar to the nor-
mal except that the cheek patch color is 
overlaid with gray.

Gray Cheeked Hen:
As in Normal hen, but will have cock 
type cheek patch overlaid with gray. 
The hen’s cheek patch color is patchier 
than the cock’s.

Fawn Cheeked Cock:
The Fawn Cheeked is similar to the Nor-
mal except that the cheek patch color of 
rich dark orange is replaced with fawn.

Fawn Cheeked Hen:
As in Normal hen, but will have cock 
type cheek patch color. The hen’s cheek 
patch color is patchier than the cock’s.

Black Faced Cock:
As for Normal cock, except that the lores 
(the normally white feathers between 
the beak and cheek patch) are black, 
and the underparts, normally white, are 
mottled dark brownish black. The flank-
ing can be from the normal rich reddish 
brown to dark reddish brown, with the 
normal white spots.

Black Faced Hen:
As for Normal hen, except that the lores 

are black, and the underparts are mot-
tled dark brownish black.

Black Zebra Cock:
The nearest thing to a solid black Ze-
bra is produced when the Black Faced, 
Black Breasted and the Black Cheeked 
are combined. The cock will have a 
completely black head and will be 
black from beak to vent (or black near 
the beak changing to dark brownish 
black on the underparts), with only a 
trace of white ticks or slashes in the 
flanking.

Black Zebra Hen:
Hens are darker than normal with visual 
cock markings.

Saddleback Cock and Hen:
A nearly all-white pied with a triangle 
of the normal ground color across the 
back, as well as some ground color on 
the rump.

CONDITION (20 POINTS)
Eyes should be bright and clear. There 
should be an overall sheen to the Ze-
bra’s feathering, and the feather con-
dition should be immaculate, with no 
soiled, frayed or missing feathers. There 
should be no pin-feathers.All toes and 
nails should be present, and the beak, 
legs, and nails must also be immacu-
late, with no scaling or overgrowth.

DEPORTMENT AND PRESENTATION 
(10 POINTS)
Deportment: 5 points.

The angle of the Zebra Finch is between 
40 and 45 degrees; its stance should 
not appear too upright nor too low over 
the perch. It should display a bright 
personality, yet be calm on the perch; 
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it should be active, yet confident. The 
ideal Zebra will easily and often times 
display in the show cage.

Presentation: 5 points.

A National Finch and Softbill Society 
standard show cage, size #2 is recom-
mended. Perches suitable to the size of 
a Zebra’s feet need to be used. Perches 
should run from the cage front to the 
rear and be positioned far enough from 
the sides so as not to injure the tail when 
the bird moves from perch to perch. 

Position perches to give the judge a 
full lateral view of the bird. The waterer 
should be placed to give the judge an 
unobstructed view of the bird.
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NFSS Membership Number

This must be included or the ballot will not be counted
Dual members will each have one (1) vote and are allowed to copy this ballot

Ballots must be post-marked NO LATER THAN MARCH 15, 2009

MAIL BALLOTS TO:

Gail Benson, NFSS Advertising Manager
144 N. Clyde Avenue

Palatine, IL 60067

AFFILIATIONS/AwARDS DIRECTOR
Alfredo Brugueras

Write in Candidate_________________________________

MEMBERShIP DIRECTOR
Cecile Aguilera

I live in the S.F. Bay Area in California, my husband and I are raising Society Finches, Black 
and White Mannikins, Bronze Winged Mannikins, and Spanish Timbrado Canaries. We’re 
interested in sustaining bird-keeping as a hobby and promoting sponsorship and mentoring of 
Junior members. We view our volunteering for our local Santa Clara club and nationally, for 
NFSS as a way to help keep the interest and art of bird-keeping alive and well in this neck of 
the woods.

Write in Candidate__________________________________

THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

SPECIAL ELECTION BALLOT
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Reflections on Showing in 2009
Cecil Gunby, NFSS 4th VP/Judges Panel Chair

Note: This article was written by Cecil 
Gunby just prior to the 2008 National Cage 
Bird Show. —Ed.
 
As I sit and plan my coming trip to the 
National Show and all that it entails, I 
reflect on the past few years and how 
the whole scope of how NFSS has 
changed and where we go from here. 
NFSS has taken the same leap forward 
that the rest of the world has with re-
spect to our move into the realm of the 
internet, with instant communication 
and responses. For some of us who did 
not grow up in the computer generation 

it has been difficult, requiring a lot of 
getting used to.
 
In just my area of the country (South-
east) I have seen the number of shows 
shrink from around twenty to only two 
or three and the number of hobbyists 
participating in those shows to a mere 
handful. At the same time, the cost of 
putting on shows and getting to those 
shows has increased dramatically. As 
each individual makes their plans on 
which shows to attend and how to af-
ford getting to those shows, we as an 
organization and board must evolve 



January / February 2009

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society 22

also. We are approaching our 25th 
anniversary and, even as we see our 
membership decline, NFSS is still one 
of the stronger specialty clubs. Every 
aspect from communication to man-
agement must be overhauled to fit the 
twenty first century.
 
Many feel that NFSS is not moving fast 
enough in it’s change, but there is a lot 
of work going on behind the scenes 
to modernize our record keeping, our 
financial management, our reporting 
methods, our website, and yes even 
our journal. We have experienced a lot 
of changeover in board members and 
people in charge of different depart-
ments, we must remember that these 
positions are volunteer and don’t pay 
much and many of our board members 
have spent hours of their personal time 
to serve this membership.
 
By the time this is published in the jour-
nal the national show will be but a 
piece of history and I can only hope 
that those attending had a wonderful 
time and I will do an additional article 
on the show and will try to have some 
pictures included with the article.
 
Now to the meat of my department: 
For 2009 hopefully the web page will 
be completely up to date and all the 
point accumulation will be in electronic 
form. All those past years of a penciled, 
hand-written data base will be a thing 
of the past. The Judge’s Handbook and 
related material (e.g., show standards) 
will be online and easily downloaded 
for one and all. As our job of manage-
ment draws nigh there are some re-
sponsibilities that will be falling back 
on individual exhibitors and affiliates 
that are the consequences of our elec-
tronic world.
 
Everything revolves around our show 
report being filled out properly at the 
time the show is conducted. In order 
for this to happen, it must start with the 
exhibitor entering the bird in the show. 

On the entry form the correct informa-
tion as to bird, correct band informa-
tion, and exhibitor membership num-
ber must be listed. The rule is that you 
must be a member in order to receive 
points from that show. This means that 
you must be a member at the time the 
show is held, not join two weeks later 
after you win and then want the points 
for that show. Also YOU MUST ENTER YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP NUMBER ON YOUR ENTRY FORM 
SO IT CAN BE VERIFIED. This brings us to 
the show secretary who must then trans-
fer all of the correct information to the 
official show report that the judge will 
review and then sign and hopefully 
send copies to the proper individuals 
in a timely manner so that information 
can be transferred to the data base and 
then each of you will get your correct 
points. This might sound petty to some 
but the system only performs as well as 
the weakest link in the chain allows it to. 
In a few weeks some will be receiving 
awards for their efforts in 2007 at the 
nationals, richly deserved by them, and 
my congratulations to each of them.
 
In closing I would like to thank two peo-
ple in particular for their efforts in getting 
this system straightened out. They both 
put in lots of time and effort helping me 
get this program into the 21st century. 
Lisa Murphy and Rebecca Mikel, both 
of whom hold down key positions on 
the NFSS board, have helped so much 
with this department, especially since 
my computer skills and time allowances 
have been lacking. I would also like to 
thank all the dedicated hobbyists who 
continue to attend shows and exhibit in 
these trying times.
 
As I write this, I hope to see many of 
you reading this at the nationals.
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2007 NFSS Show Totals
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The African Silverbill
Robert G. Black

The African Silverbill was for many 
years one of the most common 
finch species in aviculture. How-

ever, their plain coloring of tan, brown 
and black worked to their disadvan-
tage. Few breeders raised them, and 
dependable breeding strains of them 
were not established in the way that 
breeders developed good, dependable 
strains of the more colorful Australian 
grassfinches. As a result, when the Afri-
can Silverbill was placed on Appendix 
III of the CITES agreement, the importa-
tion of this very common wild species 
into the United States ended. The exist-
ing birds in the hands of breeders and 
aviculturists nearly died out before a 
few dedicated breeders realized what 
was happening and began to make se-
rious attempts to breed and to develop 
breeding strains of this species. Though 
importation is now open again on this 
species, they are still not common in 
American aviculture. 

The general lack of interest in this species 
is evident in the fact that ornithologists, 

breeders and fanciers 
have only applied two 
other common names to 
this species, calling the 
African Silverbill also the 
Warbling Silverbill and 
the Black-rumped Silver-
bill. In its native areas, 
you will find the African 
Silverbill in Africa through 
the area at the southern 
limits of the Sahara Desert 
from the Atlantic Ocean 
across Africa to the Indi-
an Ocean, through much 

of eastern Africa, and into the southern 
areas of Arabia. 

Johann Friedrich Gmelin assigned the 
scientific name for the African Silverbill 
in 1789 in Systema Naturae, volume 
1 (2), on page 859, as Loxia cantans. 
Through the following years, ornitholo-
gists attempting to classify all of the 
finches accurately placed the African 
Silverbill in a number of other genera, 
and in searching for information on 
this little bird, you may find it listed as 
Aidemosyne cantans, Amadina can-
tans, Coccothraustes cantans, Estrelda 
cantans, Euodice cantans, Spermestes 
cantans, or Uroloncha cantans. Also, 
for a considerable number of years, or-
nithologists believed this bird to be only 
a subspecies of the Indian Silverbill, 
and they classified the African Silver-
bill as Lonchura malabarica cantans or 
Euodice malabarica cantans. Most or-
nithologists now agree that the African 
Silverbill is a distinct species, and all 
recent texts classify this species in the 
genus Lonchura as Lonchura cantans. 
The nominate subspecies of the African 
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Silverbill is Lonchura cantans cantans, 
and it is found from the Atlantic coast 
and Senegal though central Africa to 
southern Sudan. Most ornithologists 
recognize one subspecies, Lonchura 
cantans orientalis, found in southern 
Arabia and eastern Africa. 

For many years, ornithologists placed 
the African Silverbill in the traditional 
finch family Estrildidae. However, three 
men in the 1970’s and 1980’s studied 
avian specimens from an entirely new 
perspective: protein electrophoresis and 
DNA analysis. Charles G. Sibley and 
Jon E. Ahlquist in 1975 began making 
major revisions in the existing taxonom-
ic structure, the organization of bird 
names, based on their techniques of 
DNA-DNA hybridization. In 1983, Burt 
L. Monroe, Jr., began correlating and 
computerizing this information, and in 
1990 they published this as Sibley and 
Monroe’s Distribution and Taxonomy of 
Birds of the World. Sibley and Monroe 
followed this in 1993 with A World 
Checklist of Birds. Though the family 
Psittacidae (the parrots), as an example, 
survived with only generic changes, the 
families set up to classify the finches and 
other seed-eating birds were completely 
transformed, expanded and reorga-
nized into only two families: Passeridae 
and Fringillidae. In this new classifica-
tion system, ornithologists place the Afri-
can Silverbill in the family Passeridae. 

Sexing the African Silverbills is not easy, 
as the coloring on the male and the hen 
seems to be identical in every way. If 
you can catch the male doing his little 
mating display or better yet, if you can 
observe their actual mating, you can 
be sure that you have a true pair. The 
birds that I maintained for several years 
showed a slight difference in the shape 
of the head, however. If a bird showing 

a head that seemed slightly squared 
was mated with a presumed hen with 
an evenly rounded skull, this invariably 
turned out to be a true pair. Whether all 
strains of these birds would show this 
slight difference will require a lot of fu-
ture study. 

Though African Silverbills are reason-
ably hardy little birds and usually will 
not accept any kind of insect food, they 
do need more than a standard finch 
seed mix in order to maintain them in 
the peak of health and condition. Keep-
ing these finches in perfect health is 
largely a matter of their feeding and nu-
trition, as is true of all of the finches and 
other birds maintained in aviculture. 
The silverbills were always eager to ac-
cept the egg mix that I fed to all of the 
finches, canaries, budgies, doves and 
other birds in both cages and aviaries. 
This egg mix and the crumbled egg-
shells as a calcium source in addition to 
the seed mix was all that was required 
to keep the African Silverbills in perfect 
health. They will eat this calcium supple-
ment instinctively whenever they feel the 
need to balance their intake of calcium 
and phosphorus. All of my own birds 
get this broken up eggshell as a daily 
supplement to their diet.

As is true with most of the finches in 
this family, the African Silverbills prefer 
a covered nest or nesting receptacle. 
In their native areas, they usually take 
over the old nest of a weaver and mod-
ify the weaver nest to suit their needs. 
As weavers usually nest in large groups 
in a tree, this often means that the Af-
rican Silverbills are also nesting fairly 
closely together when they take over 
these abandoned nesting sites. 

In aviculture, the African Silverbills will 
be willing to nest in either a cage or 
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an aviary, so long as they have a cov-
ered area in which to put their nest. 
For this purpose, you can use any stan-
dard finch nest box or the commercially 
available covered wicker nests. These 
finches will be happy to use anything 
that you have available, and I often 
raised them very successfully in the 
number 2½ food cans fastened up in 
their cage or aviary. 

The only disadvantage to these cans 
is that they are not the warmest pos-
sible nesting site for the birds during 
cold weather. The metal conducts the 
heat away from the nest far too rapidly. 
A wooden nesting receptacle makes 
a much better insulated nesting site. 
However, from my own experience, so 
long as the temperature does not go be-
low about 40 degrees Fahrenheit, the 
finches will still be able to keep their 
eggs warm through a chilly night so 
that they will hatch normally. In areas 
where the temperatures frequently go 
below freezing during the night, these 
cans will conduct too much heat away 
from the nest and the eggs, and they 
will not hatch.

The poorest types of perches are unfor-
tunately the most common, also. These 
are the dowel rods that are used in most 
cages. Though they are quite neat and 
attractive, they have no springiness nor 
variation in diameter to provide the 
birds’ legs and feet with needed exer-
cise. The best perches to use in both 
your cages and aviaries are those cut 
from natural tree branches. Choose a 
type of wood that does not have sticky 
sap that will get on the birds’ feathers. 
Branches from apple, maple or oak are 
ideal and make perfect perches for the 
birds in either a cage or an aviary. A 
variety of other native and ornamental 
trees are also excellent for this purpose. 

These tree branches are naturally 
springy, and they are a variety of sizes. 
The bouncy reaction when a bird lands 
on a perch of this type gives the bird’s 
leg muscles vitally needed exercise. The 
varying sizes of the perches are neces-
sary to give the birds’ feet a variety of 
diameters for grasping, and this normal 
variation in diameter provides vital ex-
ercise for the finches’ toes. 

Once you have separated a true pair, 
the African Silverbills will choose a 
nesting site and will adjust and add 
nesting material to their liking. Supply 
the birds with dried grasses, coconut 
fiber, or any similar material for use as 
nesting material. Also, they may use 
the fur from rabbits or dogs to line their 
nest, or they might possibly use some 
small, soft, white feathers if you have 
them available. 

When the nest is completed, the hen 
will lay her clutch of tiny white eggs. 
Though a clutch may vary in size from 
three to six eggs, the normal size for 
most pairs is a clutch of four eggs. The 
male and the hen will share the incuba-
tion duties, and one of the parent birds 
will be on the nest almost constantly 
once the clutch is completed. The in-
cubation period for this species is very 
short, and the eggs will hatch in 11 or 
12 days. 

When they hatch, the silverbill nestlings 
have dark skin coloring and wide, gap-
ing beaks, which they hold upright in 
order to receive the parents’ feedings. 
Unlike many of the finches in this family, 
baby silverbills are not mute. You will 
hear their loud squawking and begging 
from the day they hatch. Most silverbill 
pairs are good parents and are dedi-
cated to feeding the babies in the nest 
for as long as is necessary. 
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Should you have a pair that will not 
feed their young, you can always raise 
your first clutches of them using Society 
Finches as foster parents for them. You 
may place the silverbill eggs in the fos-
ter nest either alone or together with So-
ciety Finch eggs, and the foster parents 
will take care of the silverbill babies 
alone or will hatch and rear the silver-
bills and their own babies concurrently. 

Incidentally, if you maintain both In-
dian and African Silverbills and are 
unsure of which species of young have 
hatched, simply check the color of the 
fleshy edge of the young silverbill’s 
beak. I have noted that the beak of the 
African Silverbill nestlings will show a 
very white edge. However, though they 
otherwise appear exactly the same, the 
beak of the young Indian Silverbills is 
edged in yellow.

You can maintain and breed African Sil-
verbills in either a cage or an aviary of 
any size. These birds will be perfectly 
happy with a cage that is no more than 
12 inches high, 12 inches deep, and 

18 inches long. A larger flight cage will 
give them more space and more exer-
cise, but it is not an absolute necessity. 
If you have a large flight cage avail-
able for them, or even a large aviary 
that contains other compatible species, 
they will also make good use of this ad-
ditional space. 

Despite the difficulty you will have in 
finding a pair of the African Silverbills, 
they are still an ideal bird for begin-
ners. They are quite hardy, and will 
remain in good health despite the mis-
takes in maintenance that we all make 
when we begin keeping birds. If you 
can get pairs of them from a successful 
breeder at a reasonable price, by all 
means work with them and make every 
effort to breed them successfully and 
regularly. Aviculture needs all of the 
new adherents and breeders that can 
be found.
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THE NFSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
4th Quarter 2008 Meeting Minutes

• Bank Balance 12/1/08 - $22,597.08
• Proposed 2009 Budget Accepted
• Met with potential new band supplier, awaiting further information
• Current Membership: 542
• Current Affiliations: 44
• 25 Year DVD made available for sale
• Sally Huntington will chair a committee to investigate new award options
• Census completed and available on line
• Sally Huntington will re-work Zebra Silhouette
• 25 yrs of Journals will be archived with Harvard University
• Bill Parlee to chair Election Committee in preparation for 2009 

General Election
• ListServe established for NFSS Judges to facilitate effective communication
• 3 new persons have passed Judge’s Test, will serve Apprenticeships
• Names of 3 judges presented to NCBS for 2009 – Laura Tinker, 

Paul Williams, Armondo Lee
• Historical show point information compiled for all exhibitors
• By Law Revision completed; will be published with ballot in 

upcoming Journal
• “Champion of Section” Committee dissolved
• Affiliations with AFA, ASA, and NAIA renewed
• Cecile Aguilera appointed Membership Director Pro-Tem
• Alfredo Brugerras appointed Affiliations/Awards Manager Pro-Tem
• New Advertising Rates established
• Show Points at Regional Shows will be doubled
• OPEN POSITIONS: Membership Director, Affilations/Awards Manager, 

Editor, Region 5 Vice-President

Complete, detailed notes on the 4th Quarter 2008 NFSS Board of Directors meet-
ing can be found on the Society’s web site under Board Reports, at www.nfss.org. 
A hard copy may be requested by contacting the NFSS Executive Secretary:

Rebecca Mikel
13779 US 12 E

Union, MI 49130
Phone: (269) 641-7209

Email: execsecretary@nfss.org
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NFSS Affiliated Clubs/Events
Liaison Officer - Alfredo Bruguerasl

174 County Road | Mineola, TX 75773
affiliations@nfss.org

Alabama
Central Alabama Avicultural Society
Delegate: Jorge & Carmela Juez
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the
Month
Location: Montgomery Zoo/Quality Inn and Suites
Info Contact: tedsexton@bellsouth.net

California
Central California Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Chryse Seeman
Club website: www.mycccbc.org
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the Month
Location: Manchini Hall, Modesto, CA
Show/Expo: 55th Annual Finch &
Canary Show October 25th, 2008
Location: SOS Club, 819 Sunset Ave. Modesto, CA
Info contact: Chryse Seeman
chryse95320@yahoo.com

Finch Society of San Diego
Delegate: Sally Huntington
Club website:
www.sandiegofinchsociety.com
Meeting Schedule: Sundays 7/27, 8/24, 9/28, 
10/26, 11/23
Location: Elks Lodge 13219 Poway Rd. Poway, 
CA 92064
Info contact: Sally Huntington
sallych@san.rr.com

Herbert Ibarra Elementary Bird Club
Delegate: Scott Golden - teacher
Club Email: scottgoldensd@hotmail.com
Meeting Schedule: Open
Location: Herbert Ibarra Elementary

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic         
Bird Club
Delegate: Shanna Dollarhide
Club Email: scvcebc@yahoo.com
Club website: www.santaclarabirdclub.org
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the Month
Location: Santa Clara, CA

Show/Expo: Annual Show Dec. 6, 2007
Location: TBA
Info contact: Shanna Dollarhide,
Shanna@coloronthewing.com

4th Annual West Coast Zebra & Society 
Finch Show
Show/Expo: July 24, 2009, Sales and Speaker / 
July 25, 2009, Bird Show
Judge: Clarence Culwell
Location: La Quinta Downtown, Sacramento, CA
200 Jibboom St.
Sacramento, CA
916.448.8100
Ask for ‘birdshow’ rate
Details and more info: www.efinch.com/show, or
contact Chryse Seeman: chryse95320@yahoo.com

Colorado
Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture, Inc
Delegate: Lisa McManus
Club website: www.rmsa-birds.org
Show/Expo: Fall Show, Nov 8-9th 2008
Location: National Western Complex, Denver, CO
Judge: Al Decoteau & Conrad Meinert

Florida
Cage Bird Club of Charlotte County
Delegate: Sue Pacheco
Club Email: pmhill@comcast.net 
Club website: www.caged-bird-club.com
Meeting Schedule: 1st Friday of the Month
Location: 20271 Tappen Zee Drive, 
Port Charlotte, FL
Show/Expo: Bird Expo Mar. 30, 2008
Location: Charlotte Fair Grounds

Suncoast Avian Society
Delegate: Mari Howard
Club website: www.suncoastaviansociety.org
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the Month
Location: Mocassin Lake Park, Clearwater FL
Show/Expo: Show Aug. 2, 2008
Location: St Petersburg Coliseum, 535 4th Ave N., 
St Petersburg, FL 34695
Information contact: Mari Howard,
whoward7@tampabay.rr.com

Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club
Delegate: Timothy McCormick, 

Note: Events may be held in states other than 
the home state of the club. Regional affiliates 
are those with no steady location, but should 
be checked for events near you.
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email: tm50et@yahoo.com
Meeting Schedule: 4th Sunday of the Month 2 PM
Location: Port Salerno Civic Center, Stuart, FL
Show/Expo: Bird Fair Apr 6, 2008
Location: Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center

Tri-State Avian Society
Delegate: Barry Laster
Club website: Tristateaviansociety.org
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Saturday of Month
Location: Tallahassee, FL
Show/Expo: Spring Bird Fair May 17-18, 2008
Location: North Florida Fairgrounds, 441 Paul 
Russell Rd, Tallahassee
Info contact: Barry Laster,
BarryL7523@comcast.net
 
Illinois
Finch & Softbill Breeders & Exhibitors Club
Delegate: Gail Benson
Club website: www.fsbec.finchfiles.com
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Thurs. of the month
Location: Palatine, IL
Show/Expo: Annual Show Sept. 6th 2008
Location: Crowne Plaza, Mundelein, IL
Judge: Sally Huntington
Information contact: Gail Benson 
gailsgouldians@comcast.net

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Diana Federl
Club Email: info@gccbc.org
Club website: www.gccbc.org
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Friday of the Month
Location: 215 S. Riverside, Lombard, IL
Show/Expo: GCCBC 77th Show Nov 1, 2008
Location: DuPage Expo Center
Information contact: president@gccbc.org

The Avicultural Society of
Chicagoland
Delegate: Jason Crean
Club Email: tascchicago@aol.com
Club website: www.tasc-chicago.org
Meeting Schedule: Months with 5 fridays at 7:30PM
Location: Lombard Log cabin, Lombard, IL
Show/Expo: Midwest Bird Expo April 2009
Location: Wheaton, IL
Info contact: Jason Crean
tascchicago@aol.com

National Institute of Red Orange Canaries
Delegate: Steve Hopman
Show/Expo: NIROC Annual Show 
November 29th 2008
Location: Waterford Banquet & Conference Center, 
933 S. Riverside Drive, Elmhurst, IL 60126
Info Contact: James Fessel jdcafessel@sbcglobal.net

International Asociacion de Criadores de 
Finches de Este Inc.
Delegate: Ernesto Polidura
Contact: Rurico Vidal
Phone: (787) 653-7322
Show/Expo: 2008 Summer National Show June 
27-29, 2008 Show entries are received on Friday 
the 27th from 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Place: 
Plaza del Carmen Mall Caguas, P.R.
Judge: Mr. Alfredo Brugueras
Show: 2008 Winter National Show November 
7-9, 2008 Place: TBD 
Judge: Mrs. Martha Wigmore

Canadian Finch and Softbill Society
Delegate: Vince Moase
Club Email: vmoase@rogers.com
Show/Expo: Show Nov. 8-9 2008
Location: Brampton Fair Grounds 12942 Hearlake 
Rd. Brampton, Ontario
Judge: Allen Bennett, England. - Zebra Finches
Grant Rishman, Victoria, B.C. - Finches and Softbills 

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Alfred Mion
Club website: www.essexkentcbs.com
Show/Expo: Show Sept. 28, 2008
Location: Fogolar Furlan Club,
Windsor, Canada
Information contact: Alfred Mion,
julianne@mnsi.net

Iowa
Mid America Cage Bird Society
Delegate: John Thielking
Club website: www.MACBS.org
Meeting Schedule: 4th Sunday of the Month
Location: Des Moines Botanical Center 909 Robert 
D Ray Drive
Show/Expo: Bird Fairs, March 23, May 18, 
August 24, 2008
Location: Des Moines Botanical Center
Info contact: John Thielking,
Thielking@Iowalink.com

Maryland
Baltimore Bird Fanciers
Delegate: Robert Mehl
Club website: www.baltimorebirdfanciers.org
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the Month except 
May & Oct 2PM
Location: Towson Public Library,
Baltimore County
Show/Expo: Spring Mart and Finch Show May 
17, 2008
Location: Tall Cedars Hall, Parkvile,
MD 21234
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Judge: Cecil Gunby
Info contact: Robert Mehl,
robert.mehl@verizon.net

Maryland All Canary Club
Delegate: Jonathan Smith
Club website:
geocities.com/heartland/3575/macc.html
Meeting Schedule: 4th Sunday of the Month
Location: Varies
Show/Expo: Show Oct. 4, 2008
Location: TBD
Judge: Miki Sparzak
Info contact: Jonathan Smith 
jonbsmith@cox.net

Massachusetts
Massachusetts Cage Bird Association
Delegate: Tom Keegan
Club website: www.masscagebird.org
Show/Expo: Show Oct. 18, 2008
Location: TBD
Judge: Nizam Ali

Michigan
Great Lakes Zebra and Society Finch Club
Delegate: Rebecca Mikel
Club website:
greatlakeszebra&societyfinchclub.com
Show/Expo: Show Aug 23, 2008
Location: Livonia, MI
Info contact: Jim Heffernan,
tielnmore@aol.com

Michigan Society of Canary and Finch 
Breeders
Club Email: tielnmore@aol.com
Club website: www.societyofca
naryandfinchbreedersofmichigan.com

Minnesota
Canary Club of Minnesota
Delegate: Jeanne Murphy, 
pinataminiatures@yahoo.com
Club website: canaryclub.su.com
Show/Expo: Show Oct 18, 2008
Location: River Heights Motel, 1020 US Hwy 10 
Prescott, WI 1715-262-3266
Information contact: Darlene Witt, 
pinataminiatures@yahoo.com

Missouri
Gateway Parrot Club
Delegate: Christine Kinkade
Club website: gatewayparrotclub.org
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the
Month, June 2nd, Aug. no meeting 2PM

Location: Kirkwood Community Center, 1111S 
Geyer Rd, Kirkwood, MO
Show/Expo: All-American Hookbill Fair 
Aug 23-24, 2008
Location: Greensfelder Reception
Complex, Queeny Park, Baldwin, MO
Info contact: Phyllis Cotton 
vicepresident@gatewayparrotclub.com

Greater Kansas City Avicultural Society
Delegate: Anthony Day
Club website: www.kcas.org
Show/Expo: GKCAS Bird Fair Oct. 18th 2008
Location: Coronation of Our Lady Church, 1300 
Bennington, Grandview, Mo 64030

New hampshire
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
Delegate: Raymond Schwartz
Club website: www.boaf.com
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Monday of the Month
Location: Villa Crest Retirement Center, 
Manchester, NH
Show/Expo: 21st Annual Fall Show & Mart 
Oct. 25th 2008
Location: NH National Guard Amory, Nashua, NH
Info contact: Ray Schwartz, 
president@boaf.com

New York
Empire Finch & Canary Club
Delegate: John Lund, (516) 564-4692,
email: IRMANPEREZ@aol.com
Show/Expo: Show Nov 8, 2008
Location: St. Marks Methodist Church, 200 
Hempstead Ave, Rockville Center, NY
Judge: Robert Vargo
Info contact: Gabe Dillon 516-593-2841
Other Divisions: Colorbred, Type, Fife, and 
Gloster Canaries

New York Finch & Type Canary Club
Delegate: Stan Kulak
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the Month 
except holidays
Location: Averill Blvd. Park, Elmont (Long Island), NY
Show/Expo: Annual Show September 27, 2008 
St. Judes Church (Coyne Hall), 
1677 Canarsie Road, Brooklyn, NY
Judge: Laura Tinker
Info contact: Stan Kulak
barstand@aaahawk.com

North Carolina
Raleigh-Durham Cage Bird Society
Delegate: James Dvorak
Club website: www.RDCBS.org
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Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the Month 
at 2:30 PM
Location:Glen Eden Pilot Park, Raleigh
Show/Expo: Fair and Show 5/24/08
Location: NC State Fairgrounds
Judge: Cecil Gunby & Ken Gunby
Info contact: John Marquis,
john@jamcosys.com
Other Divisions: 2 shows in one day

Oregon
Columbia Canary Club
Delegate: KJ and Linda Brown
Show/Expo: Bird Show Nov 8-9 2008
Location: National Guard Armory,
10101 SE Clackamas Rd, Clackamas, OR
Judge: Alfredo Brugueras
Info contact: Linda Brown 503-266-7606 
JeepersPeepers55@aol.com
Other Divisions: Type and Colorbred Canary

Pennsylvania
Chester County Bird Club 
Delegate: Doris Rickards
Club Email: Info@ccbirdclub.com
Club website: www.ccbirdclub.com
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sun. of the month
Location: East Whiteland Township Bldg
Show/Expo date: 20th Annual Show & Mart 
November 8th, 2008
Location: Church Farm School, 1001 East Lincoln 
Highway, Exton, PA
Info contact: Doris Rickards
Info@ccbirdclub.com

Tennessee
SE Tennessee Aviculture Society
Delegate: Susan Murphy
Club website: www.stasbirdclub.com
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the month
Location: Niota Elementary School
Niota, TN
Show/Expo: Fall Show & Fair NFSS Region 2 Finch 
& Softbill Show, Sept 27-28, 2008
Location: George R. Stuart School,
Cleveland, TN 37312
Info contact: Lisa Murphy
wlmurphy@usit.net
Other Divisions: NCS, NAPS

Texas
Canary & Finch Society
Delegate: Mary Hearn
Club Website: canaryfinchsociety.tripod.com
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the month
Location: See Website for directions
Show/Expo: Annual Show Oct. 11,2008

Location: Sheraton North Houston 281-442-5100 
or Tollfree reg. 800-325-3535
Judge: Cecil Gunby
Info contact: Mary Hearn mlshearn@comcast.net 
409-744-3141

Fort Worth Bird Club
Delegate: Clarence Culwel
Club website: www.fwbc.org
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the month
Location: Botanical gardens, Fort Worth TX
Show/Expo: 55th Annual All Bird
Show Region 4 NFSS Show 11/27/2008
Location: Grapevine Convention Center
Judge: Ken Gunby
Info contact: Jerry Casor show@fwbc.org

Texas Bird Breeders
Delegate: Clarence Culwell
Club website: ww.texasbirdbreeders.org
Meeting Schedule: Quarterly
Location: Varies
Show/Expo: Fair and Show 1/8/2008
Location: Mayborn Convention Center, Temple TX
Judge: Laura Bewley
Info contact: Clarence Culwell,
coculwell@wccs.net

Virginia
Pennisula Caged Bird Society
Delegate: Peggy Duval
Club website:  
www.vapennisulacagedbirdsociety.org
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the Month
Location: Columbia Center, 12742 Nettles Dr., 
Newport News, VA
Show/Expo: Fall Bird Mart Cockatiel & NFSS Show 
Nov. 1st, 2008
Location: Columbia Center, 12742 Nettles Dr., 
Newport News, VA
Info contact: finchbreeder@earthlink.net

washington
Cascade Canary Breeders Association
Delegate: Janel Johnson
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the month
Location: 120 West Sunset Way,
Issaquah, WA 98027
Show/Expo: Finch & Canary show
Nov 29-30 2008
Location: Evergreen State Fairgrounds, Monroe, WA
Info contact: Janel Johnson,
Katbird57@aol.com
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wisconsin
Central Wisconsin Cage and Exotic Bird 
Connection
Delegate: Marlene Minor
Club website: www.cwwcbc.us/bc/
Show/Expo: Annual Bird & Garden
Fair May 24,2008
Location: Marshfield Fairgrounds
Information contact: Marlene Minor mminor@tds.net

Regional/National
American Dove Association
Delegate: Denny Stapp
Club Website: www.doveline.com
Show/Expo: ADA @ the Nutritional Young Bird 
Show Oct. 18th, 2008
Location: Fair & Exposition Center, Louisville KY
Judge: Smith - Ringnecks Ken Becker- Diamonds
Info contact: Stapp 
secretary@doveline.com

Avicultural Society of America
Delegate: Sheri Hanna
Club Website: www.asabirds.org
Info contact: Sheri Hanna turacoldy@aol.com 805-
208-1759

Southeast Bird Fanciers
Delegate: Ginny Allen
Club website:
www.members.tripod.com/sebfg/
Location: Varies
Information contact: Ginny Allen
gndallen@bellsouth.net

Affiliate Clubs have 
Exclusive NFSS Benefits
• FREE advertising in the journal for NFSS 
regional shows
• Complimentary Listings for club location, 
contacts, meeting dates, events and/or shows
• Receive the NFSS Journal for 
club archives and for article reprints.
• Buy NFSS logo awards for shows.
• Show results displayed on the 
NFSS Website.

Fill out the Affiliation Agreement 
on the NFSS website 
www.nfss.org/affil/affiliationform.html
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Take a walk on the wild side and visit us at

www.Mazuri.com
or call us toll free at 1.800.227.8941

EXOTICS RULE
OUR ANIMAL KINGDOMOUR ANIMOUR ANIMOUR ANI AL MAL M KIKIK NINI GDOM

MAZURI® BIRD DIETS:
Small Bird Maintenance

Small Bird Breeder
Parrot Maintenance

Parrot Breeder
ZuLiFe™ Soft-Bill Diet

ZuLiFe™ Bird Gel

We know exotics rule. In the grand scheme of things, we 
produce more food for more exotic animals than any other
company in the world. 

MAZURI® BIRD DIETS:
•  Natural Vitamin E and mixed tocopherols for preservation
•  Complete and balanced nutrition with
 no artificial colors or flavors
•  Color enhancers for brightly-colored plumage
•  Each bag is date coded for guaranteed freshness
 and is produced in the United States   

So for healthy birds and greater peace of mind, trust Mazuri® products.
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THE 2009 NFSS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS & 

APPOINTED OFFICERS

President
Mr. Bob Peers
1412 Spruce Ln. 
Westmont, IL. 60559
(630) 960-2562  
president@nfss.org

1st Vice President           
Regional V.P.’s, Education
Mr. John Wilson
San Francisco, CA  94110 
1stvp@nfss.org

2nd Vice President, Publications 
—Journal and website
Tom Keegan (Pro Tem)
21 Oakcrest Road
Weymouth, MA  02190
781-335-3927
2ndvp@nfss.org

3rd Vice President
NFSS Finch/Softbill Save 
Program/Census Mgr.
Ms. Vonda Zwick
611 Hingham Lane
Schaumburg, IL 60193
3rdvp@nfss.org

4th Vice President - Judges 
Panel/Standards/Research
Mr. Cecil Gunby
8121 Highway 54
Sharpsburg, GA  30277
4thvp@nfss.org

Club Liaison / Awards Director
Club Delegates, Show Dates 
Robert Mehl 
11108 Hollowbrook Road
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
RobertMehl@aol.com 

Band Secretary
Ms. Paula Hansen
2234 Juneau Court South
Salem, Oregon 97302
bands@nfss.org

FinchShop Manager
Sharon Dvorak
(919) 266-4935
finchshop@nfss.org

Treasurer 
Lisa R. Murphy 
918 Georgia Ave.
Etowah, Tennessee  37331
treasurer@nfss.org

Advertising & Promotions 
Manager 
Ms. Gail Benson
144 N. Clyde Avenue
Palatine, Illinois  60067
847-963-1926
advertising@nfss.org

Moderator, NFSS Forums
Mr. John Wilson
jwilson153@aol.com

NFSS webmaster
Ms. Cecile Aguilera
Santa Clara, CA 95055 
nfsswebmaster@gmail.com

Membership Director
Ms. Cecile Aguilera 
Santa Clara, CA 95055 
membership@nfss.org

NFSS Journal Editor
Currently Vacant
Contact 2nd V.P. Tom Keegan 
about journal matters
editor@nfss.org

Legislative Liaison
Roland Cristo
legis@nfss.org

New Liaison/Awards Director
Mr. Alfredo Brugueras
174 County Road
Mineola, TX 75773
affiliations@nfss.org

President Emeritus
Mr. William Parlee
860-569-0200
presidentemeritus@nfss.org

Region 1 V.P. (Northeast)
Tom Keegan
781-335-3927
thomkeegan@aol.com

Region 2 V.P.  (Southeast)  
Mr. Michael Gravely 
mgravely@therefinegarden.com 

Region 3 V.P.  (Mid-Central)
Mr. Jason Crean
beaksbirdhouse@aol.com 

Region 4 V.P. (Midwest)  
Ms. Laura Bewley
(918) 446-3999
lbewley@yahoo.com

Region 5 V.P. (Mountain)   
(Pro Tem)
Currently Vacant 

Region 6 V.P. (Pacific Coast) 
Mr. Doug White
white.douglas@lincoln.navy.mil

Region 7 V.P. (Caribbean) 
Mr. Ernesto Polidura 
tequilatequila@yahoo.com  

Region 8 V.P. (Canada)
Mr. Vince Moase
(905) 723-1978
vmoase@rogers.com

Executive Secretary
Rebecca Mikel
13779 US 12 E
Union, MI 49130
Phone: (269) 641-7209
execsecretary@nfss.org


