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NFSS Mission Stateme

The National Finch & Softbill Society is dedicated to the introduction of the enjoyment
of keeping and breeding Finches and Softbills to all interested parties, enhance the
knowledge of our members in keeping and care of these birds, encourage breeding
programs, and cooperate with organizations for the preservation of aviculture in this
country.
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Due to changes in our journal production team and the system we use to design
each issue, we've experienced some delays in getting the journal out lately. The
Jan/Feb 2009 issue should be in the mail by early February, and then we should
be back on track after that. Thank you for your patience and understanding!
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President’'s Message

2009 marks the 25th Anniversary of
the National Finch and Softbill Soci-
ety and | hope you the members have
enjoyed it. In the upcoming year the
board of directors plans updates to sev-
eral aspects of the Society and you may
have already noticed some of them. If
you haven't visited our website recently
at www.NFSS.org | urge you to take
a look at the improvements our new
webmaster Cecile Aguilera has made.
Our website has a wealth of informa-
tion to include links to the Finch and
Softbill Save program, Finch & Softbill
specific information, the Census, Show
information and much more. In addition
the FinchShop carries some wonderful
items. Be sure to take a look at the new
lapel pins that are available and a DVD
that is a compilation of all back issues
of the NFSS journal is also available on
the website for you to preorder.

Originally the proposed bylaws revi-
sion was to be printed in the Sep/Oct
issue of the journal along with the article
written by Bill Parlee that explained the
changes. The revision was inadvertent-
ly left out when the journal went to print
and therefore the entire revision will be
published in an upcoming issue along
with a new ballot and new deadline.

I'd like to thank Robert Mehl for his
tireless support of NFSS through the
many positions he filled on the board

2009, Twenty five Years of NFSS

of directors. Due to personal reasons
Robert has stepped down from the Af-
filiations Liaison/Awards Director post
and a special election will be held to fill
this position.

In addition Brian Nagle resigned as
Membership Director due primarily to a
career change. Brian did an excellent
job as Membership Director and | thank
him. In the mean time Cecile Aguilera
has been appointed Membership Direc-
tor Pro Tem.

The Membership Director address is:
NFSS Membership
PO Box 3230
Santa Clara CA 95055-3230

Both Affiliations Liaison and Member-
ship Director are elected offices and |
urge anyone that may be interested in
running for these positions to contact
me at r.peers@comcast.net or 630 740
7389 for more information or contact
any board member at their contact infor-
mation that is published in this journal.

In conclusion | would like to take this op-
portunity fo thank our founder Bill Parlee
for 25 years of dedicated service to the
hobby we all love. It was the dream
and the fortitude of Bill and a few other
members that set the foundation that has
made this Society so successful today.

Thank You, Bill.

Respectfully,

Bob Peers
President

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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Press Release
6th July, 2008

Changes at Save the Gouldian Fund

The Save The Gouldian Fund was
formed in September, 2005 as a fund-
ing body to support scientific research
info the causes of the decline of wild
populations of the Gouldian Finch
across northern Australia. Under the
stewardship of Mike Fidler, Elisabeth
Fidler, and Marcus Pollard, the concept
of a STGF developed to the point where
it now provides significant support for
the researchers tackling the problem
head-on in the field.

Due to changed personal circumstanc-
es Marcus Pollard has resigned from
his position as general manager of the
STGF. We are very grateful to Marcus
for the fremendous amount of time and
effort that he put in to turning the STGF
concept into the reality that it is today.

With the departure of Marcus, several
‘new’ faces are now working for the
STGF to deliver the desired outcomes.

Arthur Orford, Western Australia, has
taken over the role of General Manag-
er. He will oversee the day to day op-
erations of the STGF and to liase with
individual and club donors. Arthur can
be contacted by email at: birdswa@ip-
rimus.com.au

David Myers, New South Wales, has
been named Communications Manag-
er. He will liase with the various print
media publications to promote the STGF
and to regularly report on new data com-
ing out of the Gouldian Finch recovery

program. David can be contacted by
email at: zoeda@bigpond.com

Chris Baker, New South Wales, will
also be heavily involved in the commu-
nications area, bringing his artistic tal-
ent to the STGF. His work will be seen
in many avicultural publications in the
months ahead.

Bill Van Patten, Tennessee, will continue
in his position as U.S. Communications
Officer, coordinating the distribution
of media releases and fund raising ac-
tivities in North America. Bill can be
reached at: bill@fabulousfinch.com

Dr Sarah Pryke, together with one of
her technical colleagues from Macqua-
rie University, has taken over the role
of STGF Web Master. There will be a
short delay in website updates as they
are currently working on a technology
update to improve website performance
and navigation. There will also be some
new and interesting sections added.
Have a look at the site in the coming
months at www.savethegouldian.org

John Butler, one of the foremost names
in Australian aviculture, retains the role

of STGF Open Day organiser.

New Initiatives

STGF has recently entered into @
joint venture with the World Wildlife
Fund that will start within the next two

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society



November / December 2008

months. Basically this will see fire cells
and their associated controlled burning
programs being implemented on prop-
erties adjoining Mornington Wildlife
Sanctuary for the first time since the
Gouldian Finch research started. This
is the first major step to restoring the
Gouldian in the wild. We will report on
this initiative in another article.

Another major development will be the
shifting in focus of the Gouldian Finch
research program from Mornington to
Wyndham. The STGF has just negoti-
ated a 21 year lease with Shire of
Wyndham East Kimberley on the old
Wyndham Town Hall. This is a heri-
tage listed building which had fallen

into disuse and was currently being
used for storage. Our intention is to
refurbish and convert this building to
provide facilities and accommodation
for up to twenty scientists, including two
executive suites, laboratory facilities,
and enclosed garaging. Upon comple-
tion this complex will be known as the
Wyndham Hall Science Village. A more
detailed report will be provided in the
near future.

David Myers
Communications Manager
Save the Gouldian Fund

Volunteer Opportunites on the NFSS

Board of Directors

The NFSS Board of Directors is seeking
volunteers inferested in serving in the
following positions. If interested in any
one (1) position, please send a brief
personal Bio (100 words or less) to:
Rebecca Mikel, NFSS Exec. Secretary,
13379 US 12 E., Union, MI 49130 or

e- mail : spkennel@aol.com

Bio’s must be post-marked no later than
March 15th.

Region 5 Vice-President

(must reside in AZ, CO, ID, MT, NV,
NM, UT or WY)

Responsible for encouraging member-
ship in the region in which he/she re-
sides, participate in quarterly on-line
BOD meetings. Encouraged to attend
the Regional show in their area and
conduct a membership meeting. (elect-
ed/voting position)

Membership Director

Responsible for receipt and process-
ing of new and renewal memberships
in the Society and for maintenance
of NFSS Membership confidentiality.
Demonstrated/working knowledge of
computer file formats. Responsible for
maintaining current membership rolls
which are made available to Editor
of Journal, Forum Moderator, Band
Secretary, and President. Weekly time
dedicated to entering information,
documenting checks sent to Treasurer,
sending membership materials to new/
renewing members, approving mem-
berships to NFSS forum(s), responding
to calls/e-mails from members. (elect-
ed/voting position)

Editor

Responsible for all activities related to

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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the production of the bi-monthly NFSS
Journal. These include procuring articles
and photographs, maintaining com-
munication with NFSS Board to insure
accuracy of NFSS information to be in-
cluded in each issue, create/edit each
issue, deliver to printer in timely manner
and approve payment of invoices. (ap-
pointed/non-voting position)

Awards / Affiliations

Responsible for club affiliations, selec-
tion of clubs hosting Regional Shows
and for processing of awards for NFSS
sanctioned shows and annual awards
for the Society. (appointed/non-voting
position)

THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY
SPECIAL ELECTION BALLOT

NFSS Membership Number

This must be completed or the ballot will not be counted

Dual members will each have one (1) vote (you are allowed to make a photocopy of this

ballot)

Ballots must be post marked by 28 February 2009

MAIL BALLOTS TO:

Gail Benson
144 N. Clyde Ave
Palatine, IL. 60067

Vote for one candidate in each category by making an “X” in the box or writing in the name
of a candidate

2nd Vice President - Publications

(All members may vote in this category)

Tom Keegan

Write in Candidate:

Candidate Bio: Tom Keegan is Region 1 Vice President and been serving as 2nd VP on a pro
tem basis since August 2008. He is also Secretary of the Massachusetts Cage Bird Association
and 2nd Vice President of the Northeast Bird Group. Tom lives in Boston, MA where he works
in health care research. He has been keeping finches for over 25 years and currently keeps a
variety of mainly African waxbills and a few softbills. Tom hopes to continue working with the
publications team to provide NFSS members with a quality journal and web site.

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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Society Finches as Companion Birds

Some bird folks might challenge twelve
years of experience with pet birds as
an insufficient basis from which to draw
conclusions, especially in the absence
of scientific studies. It seems perfectly
reasonable, however, to offer observa-
tions and impressions based on expe-
rience. One of my observations about
birds is that every species, in the wild or
in the home, offers something special.
The one species found in our homes
that has no counterpart in the wild of-
fers something extraordinarily special:
hand-raised society finches make ex-
ceptional pets.

Sally and Vince Huntington’s engaging
article on hand-raised finches, “Meet
the Companion Finch,” that appeared
in the June, 2003 issue of BirdTalk
piqued my interest in these tiny crea-
tures as companions. Shortly after read-
ing this remarkably informative account
of Sally’s observations based on her
experiences with hand-raised finches, |
contacted her. As a result of my curios-
ity, I've become the owner of two prog-
eny from Sally’s aviary, female societies
Raven and Cricket. An extraordinarily
dynamic duo, they enliven and enrich
each and every day.

Our day usually begins at 7:00 AM with
birdsong broadcast by New Mexico's
exclusively classical music station as it
ushers in its morning program. Raven
and Cricket respond as if the melodi-
ous sounds were reveille. The Bourke’s
parakeets chime in and add dimension
by fluttering to atftention. By the time
bird breakfast is served a half hour lat-
er, Raven and Cricket have stretched,
preened enough to feel presentable,

and begun the morning segment of
their out-of-cage time.

Sociability

As if living up to their name were their
first priority, dancing on the top of the
Bourkes’ cage constitutes their first so-
cial activity. The next destinations are
the dome tops belonging to the Hahn's
macaw, and the widowed, olive-pied,
peach-faced lovebird. Neither comes
close to matching the societies’ interest
in socializing at this early hour. The last
station on this round-robin is my shoul-
der from which Raven and Cricket in-
vite a period of petting with a series of
coos and chirps. As her name implies,
Cricket is especially good at chirping.
They both specialize in seeking atten-
tion. Then back to the Bourke's they go,
and the rounding and resting ritual con-
tinues for a couple of hours until return-
to-cage time or the urge fo indulge in
another extremely important ritual, bath
time, occurs. When the brimming bath
dish sitting on the cage grate beckons,
the usual time to return to their cage is
pre-empted by the urge to dive in. If
they need a reminder of cage time, an
extended forefinger accompanied by a
simple “up-up” results in two hop-ups
and in they go with no resistance —most
of the time. Habituation helps. The clos-
er this request is fo their usual return-to-
cage time the greater the success rate
on the first try; however, they cooperate
fully about ninety percent of the time.
They are eager to please.

Disposition and Behaviors

Other traits that characterize  this
duo’s dispositions include their even-

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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tempered, cheerful nature, their extreme
trust in human kindness, and their quiet,
social activity, which is not at all disrup-
tive or intrusive even in a home inhab-
ited by other bird species. That's not to
say that Raven and Cricket don't each
have a favorite foreign cage to invade
when the opportunity arises. When the
Bourke's are free-ranging while their
cage is being wiped down, tiny Raven
enters their domain and makes herself
very much at home. Her vigorous show
of preening her snow-white plumage
makes a statement about how easily
she could adapt to this huge, luxuri-
ous, stainless steel cage. Interestingly,
Cricket's predilection is the Hahn's ma-
caw’s domain, which is identical to the
Bourkes’ cage, where her brown-pearl
coloration makes it difficult for me to
determine her presence inside the cage
when the macaw is returning.

Raven’s and Cricket's behaviors are
extremely engaging, entertaining, and
complementary in their compatibil-
ity with each other and with me. Their

level of activity is pleasantly paced.
They are eminently companionable,
seeking closeness with me whenever
possible. Although competition for my
attention emerges at times, which re-
flects something about the connection
between them, they seem to downplay
it when their antics—mostly limited to a
few beak on beak pecks— are noticed.
Sometimes | notice a little shoving. It
would be difficult to determine which is
stronger, their bond to each other or to
me. What is clear, however, is that they
are highly, often preferentially interac-
tive with me and that their bond with
me is firm and enduring. The only times
I've ever noticed any ripple in their trust
of me is on the rare occasions that | am
wearing a patterned shirt. Whether or
not this is related to a preference for
sameness, namely monochromatic ap-
parel, or fear of change in routine (I'm
usually going out at such times), pat-
terns are apparently disturbing. They
are a little wary of strangers, perhaps
partly for the same reason.

Patterns on the computer screen pres-
ent no problem, however. Raven and
Cricket are laptop aficionados. Never,
ever nippy, they do, however, imitate
the bigger species in their inferest in
chewing, though it seems to be limited
to the paperwork found on my desk.
This temptation is facilitated by their
love of my laptop and its proximity to
my papers. Although | assume that the
warmth of the keyboard is the primary
element that determines the attraction,
another kind of warmth, namely com-
panionship, might compete favorable
as the primary draw. Their interest ex-
tends to wanting to sit—often sleep—on
my wrist whenever I'm typing, and to
rest on the open keyboard whenever
I'm not.

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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Behavior that these societies share with
bigger species isn't limited to chewing
paper. While the macaw and | have
conversations in  English—"Wanna
bath,” Want some juice,” “Is that
good?,” “Get on shoulder”—and most
intimately in bird talk through clicks and
clucks, Raven and Cricket are extreme-
ly responsive to the human voice and
inferact not only vocally but also physi-
cally. They fly to my shoulder when |
call their names and being petted in
response is apparently perceived as
a huge reward. Except for repetition,
praise and petting, i.e., the operant
conditioning derived from everyday
handling, no special effort, training or
rewards, including treats, have been
necessary to imprint this response or
others, such as finger training. Behav-
iors the societies don't share with larger
species include occasional moodiness,
irritability, unpredictability, aggressive
biting, feather picking, phobias, or
screaming. Furthermore, bonding with
humans isn't inferrupted if societies are
kept in pairs.

Adaptability and Intelligence

Despite their shared tendency with most
avian species fo appreciate routines,
society finches are highly adaptable.
The aftermath of hurricane Katrina sent
me and my flock into exile for eight
weeks during which time we lived in
Chincoteague Island, VA, courtesy of
good friends who donated their rental
property. Although all the birds coped
quite well with the uprooting and three
days of travel each way, Raven, an
only finch af that time (a situation she
seemed to enjoy), managed the transi-
tions and adapted to her new surround-
ings without any sign of distress. Small
size isn't the only factor to which we
can attribute adaptability. True, the
Bourke's were the next least disturbed

by the disruption, but the lovebird was
least accepting. Again, only for Raven
the move from New Orleans to Albu-
querque was a piece of seedcake.

Size isn't the only determiner of intelli-
gence either. The intelligence of society
finches, though insufficiently studied, is
also probably underappreciated. Their
vigilance—they don’t miss anything—
and their ability to anticipate and habit-
uvate are remarkably developed capaci-
ties. Problem solving stands out in their
repertoire. If confronted with a kernel
of fresh corn that is unwieldy, Cricket
will place it under her foot and dissect it
with surgical precision. If | want them to
return to their cage, Cricket will some-
times bypass the opportunity to ride on
my finger and fly ahead, arriving inside
the cage before Raven, who'd rather
hitchhike. No competition, of coursel!

Curiosity

Raven and Cricket are inquisitive, ad-
venturous, and involved no matter what
the current activity. They seem to study
situations, enjoy novelty—"“eating out”
in the evening, a good example, is de-
scribed later— and capitalize on op-
portunities for attention. Like toddlers
in the stage of separation-individuation
called rapprochement, they check back
periodically during their twice-a-day
free flight time, landing on my shoulder
or head, getting petted or talked to,
then off they go.

On flashing snow-white and pearl-gray
wings, the duo repeat their morning
activities each evening with free-range
time during cage clean-ups, BBC World
News, and dinner, but without the same
gusto expressed in morning rounds.
Periods of repose are longer, and a
tendency occurs to indulge in mini-slee-
povers here and there as twilight sets
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in. That's not to say they miss any op-
portunity to “inquire” about the activi-
ties of the other birds or that they miss
any occasion to investigate what I'm
doing, especially at the laptop. Eating
out is a very special event, however,
as is their need for involvement the up-
keep of their cage. They have a need to
“help” with cleaning and watch closely
as | remove the very small, almost in-
significant amount of chaff from their
seed dish. | routinely set the dish on
the apron of their cage where they then
devour the freshened seed as if it were
a rare feast—a daily event, but each
picnic is relished as a special occasion.
They love their routines, but celebrating
novelty is high up on their ‘to-do’ list. It
would be difficult to resist allowing this
example of novelty to become part of
their routine.

They don't resist sleep in favor of novel-
ty, however, so an evening escort back
to their cage is seldom required. Before
sundown, they're usually perched for
the night, side by side, waiting for the
protective black cover to be lowered
over their cage.

Caretaking

To own handreared society finches
is to live in the company of cheerful,
contented, healthy, meaningfully inter-
active, inquisitive, infelligent creatures
that clearly feel at home in the company
of humans. There are many advantages
to keeping society finches as pets from
the point of view of caretaking as well.
There is no need for wing clipping—
that is, in a bird-safe household, which
is a fundamental requirement. My in-
terpretation of a bird-safe environment
includes covered mirrors, drawn blinds,
no human traffic that results in open
doors, no range top cooking during
out-of-cage time, no toxins, and no non-

bird pets. Living alone is an asset in this
regard.

Societies’ small, manageable size and
smooth, lilting flight allows them to have
plenty of exercise on a daily basis. Un-
like most bird species, they can easily be
kept in pairs or small groups to satisfy
their need for bird companionship and
still maintain their bond with humans.
They are not messy. Their diet of finch
seed, fresh fruits and vegetables, vita-
mins, grit, cuttlebone and spring water
is easy to maintain as is their habit of
bathing several times a day. Veterinar-
ian visits are usually limited to periodic
pedicures.

I've spoken with many bird folks who
would agree with the old Pennsylvania
Dutch saying, “We grow too soon old
and foo late smart.” We often discover
our ideal pet birds after considerable tri-
al and error. If | were to limit my choice
of companion birds to one species, the
choice would be society finches, hands
down. Their attributes exceed those of
larger birds in many ways and they
present none of the problems so often
encountered particularly with hookbills.
Based on my experience with society
finches, there is only one observation
that | consider a disadvantage to keep-
ing them as pets: their life spans are
painfully short.
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RAINBOW MEALWORMS, INC.

“Birds Love Mealwarms"”

)
RAINBOW
Mehworma B Crchets

1-800-777-9676
(310) 635-1494
Fax (310) 635-1004

Visit our Web site:
http://www.Rainbowmealworms.com

“You've tried the rest... now try the BEST!”

The New York
Finch & Type Canary Club

(Supports the Goals of Both NFSS and AFA)

We meet the second Sunday of every month (Except July
& August) and have a Feather SHow in June (for young
bred and banded birds) and a large Annual Show in September.
Our Presidend is an NFSS Judge and we have many out-
standing breeders in our group. For friendship.fun. &
education, join us.

Contact: Stan (718) 967-6899 (barstand@aaahawk.com)
Nizam (Pres.) (718) 835-8590
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An Important Notice Regarding the 2008 Bylaw Revision
L

New year... new news. Be the first to know what is making headlines. The September/
October issue of the Journal contained an article by past-President Bill Parlee about a
proposed amendment (revision) to the NFSS bylaws. The revised bylaws were inad-
vertently left out of that issue, however, and are therefore included here. A new ballot
is included here also. Note that the deadline for voting on this amendment has been
moved forward to Feb 28, 2009. If you already voted using the old ballot, there is no
need to vote again. Your original vote will be counted. On behalf of the “Publications
Department,” | am sorry for any confusion this oversight may have caused. But please

take a moment now to review the revised bylaws and send in your ballot!

Tom Keegan
2nd Vice President (pro tem)

NFSS By-laws (Revised 2008]
B

Mission Statement: The National Finch
and Softbill Society is dedicated to pro-
moting the enjoyment of keeping and
breeding Finches and Softbills to all in-
terested parties, enhancing our knowl-
edge of the proper care of these birds,
encouraging breeding programs, and
working with other organizations for
the preservation of aviculture in this
country.

ARTICLE 1: NAME OF THE
ORGANIZATION

This organization shall be known as the
National Finch and Softbill Society. It
shall also be known in a more casual
manner as “NFSS”, hereafter known as
the Society.

ARTICLE 2: STATUS

The National Finch and Softbill So-
ciety, is a nonprofit organization as
described in section 501(C)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code.The fiscal year
of the Society shall be January Tst,
through December 3 1st.

ARTICLE 3: HOME OFFICE

The principal office of the Society shall
be that of the Treasurer or as otherwise
specified by the Board of Directors and
so publicized in the Society Journal.
This address will be the official address
for communicating with the Society and
thus shall remain as static as possible.

ARTICLE 4: MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

Paragraph One

The dues for membership in the Society
shall be determined by the Board of
Directors.

Paragraph Two

Membership is available to single mem-
bers as well as dual members. Dual
means any two individuals residing at
the same address. Any dual member-
ship will receive only one copy of a
NFSS publication; however, dual mem-
bers will count as two individual votes
in regard fo Society elections or other
business. Dual members shall record
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their vote in a way as then adopted by
the Society

Paragraph Three

Junior membership will be available
at a reduced rate determined by the
Board to any applicant under the age
of sixteen.

Paragraph Four

If a member’s dues remain unpaid be-
yond the twelve month membership
period, said membership shall cease.
Should a member’s membership cease
and be renewed at a later date, the
membership shall begin at that pay-
ment date. To retain the members mem-
bership number and related data, said
membership must be renewed within
(60) sixty days of expiration.

Paragraph Five

Membership in the Society is a privi-
lege. Any member who misrepresents
the Society, holds Society property
without authorization, or in any way is
injurious to this Society as defined as,
but not limited to, violating the bylaws
or making a flagrant action against the
good of the Society, may lose his/her
privileges of membership, and receive
a prorated refund of his/her unused
dues. In order to cause action under
this paragraph, a member must file a
deposit of twentyfive dollars ($25.00)
with the Society Treasurer, along with
papers, which shall support a claim
against a member of this Society. Such
claim shall be taken up by the Board of
Directors. If the claim is ruled legitimate
and results in the removal of a mem-
ber, the claimant will receive his/her
deposit back. If a claim is determined
by a majority of the Board not to meet
it's then criteria, the deposit shall be for-
feited by the claimant.

Paragraph Six

Affiliated clubs are not members, but
are affiliated for the purpose of pro-
motion and recognition by the way of
awards for exhibitions. NFSS will publi-
cize show dates and results for affiliates
in the official Journal of the Society as
then prescribed by the Board of Direc-
tors. Affiliates can not vote in elections
but do receive a copy of the society
journal. Types of awards and affiliation
costs will be determined by the Board
of Directors.”

ARTICLE 5: TERM OF OFFICE,
ELECTIONS, OFFICERS

Term of Office

Paragraph One

All officers elected by the membership
of the Society shall serve for a period
of two years. Each officer, elected or
holding an elected position will have
one vote. If a board member has as-
sumed two positions, he/she may ex-
ercise only one vote. Appointed Man-
ager positions, and other non-voting
positions in service of the Society are
created or eliminated as needed by a
majority vote of the Board. The outgo-
ing President of the Society shall be a
non-voting member of the board for the
following term. The Board by majority
vote may reject an application for any
position, either elected or appointed,
if the Boards feels the applicant is not
qualified to hold that position.

Paragraph Two

Elections will be held every two years,
with the results announced at the annual
membership meeting or as maybe occa-
sioned by death or removal of an officer
(note paragraph 5 below). Election bal-
lots, either separate or included in the
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official journal of the Society, shall be
mailed at least forty five (45) days prior
to the date that ballots must be returned
by mail. This date shall be determined
for each election by the Board of Direc-
tors. Any such ballot be will counted by
at least two members of the Society and
one witness as pre-approved by the
Board of Directors, or an accounting
firm selected by the Board of Directors.
Ballots will be counted in sufficient time
for the results to be announced at the
general membership meeting. An offi-
cer is elected by receiving the greatest
number of votes cast for that office. In
the case of a tie in any election result,
the tie will be broken by a majority vote
of the Board of Directors.

Paragraph Three

The Board of Directors shall appoint
a Nominating Committee at the 2nd
Quartfer meeting consisting of at least
three members, who must produce a
slate of officers for the election. The
committee shall produce at least one
name, and not more than three names
for each office by August 1st. A write-in
space must be allowed for each office
on the ballot. Nominees must be at least
18 years of age when nominated and a
current member of the Society and may
not run for more than one voting posi-
tion on the Board of Directors. A pres-
ently elected officer may temporarily
assume the duties of another officer at
the direction of the Board of Directors
and in accordance with the Backup Of
ficers document and other provisions of
the By-laws. The nominating committee
is responsible for producing the ballot
and sending it to the NFSS President
and the editor of the NFSS Journal for
printing and mailing. Should submission
of more than three names be received
for any office, they will be presented to
the Board, and the Board will select the

three most qualified applicants for each
position.

Paragraph Four

All elections of this Society shall be by
secret ballot only. Ballots will be counted
by no less than two members of the soci-
ety and one witness as pre-approved by
the Board of Directors or a counting firm
selected by the Board of Directors.

Paragraph Five

In the event an Officer, either elected or
appointed, dies, resigns, or is removed,
the Board may appoint a Pro Tem Of
ficer. If less than 180 days remain until
the next regularly scheduled election the
Pro Tem Officer will serve until that time.
If more than 180 days remain until the
next regularly scheduled election, the
Pro Tem officer will serve until a special
election is held, such period not to ex-
ceed 180 days or the publication of the
next published Journal, following the
180 day limit.

Elected Officers

Paragraph Six

President — The President of NFSS shall
preside over all Board of Directors meet-
ings, annual membership meetings, and
attend to the day to day operations of
the Society. He/she shall abide by the
bylaws of the Society, and coordinate
and delegate the activities of the other

officers of NFSS.

Paragraph Seven

First Vice-President (Education) — Shall
fill the position of the President in ab-
sentia. Shall be first in succession to
fill the position of the President should
the President be unable to fulfill his/her
term, in accordance with all other terms
of the by-laws. The First Vice-President
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coordinates the activities of, and is
responsible for. all Regional Vice-Pres-
idents and will coordinate the edu-
cational programs of the Society. The
First Vice-President also approves any
checks made payable to the President.

Paragraph Eight

Second Vice-President (Publications) —
Shall be second in succession to fill
the position of President. The Second
Vice-President shall chair the publish-
ing committee and is responsible for all
publications produced by the Society
both in print and electronic media. This
officer may also supervises the NFSS
Web Site. The Second Vice-President
additionally supervises the Advertising
and Promotions Manager.

Paragraph Nine

Third Vice-President (NFSS Finch/Soft-
blll Save-FSS) — The Finch and Softbill
Save Director coordinates the activities
of the NFSS Captive Breeding Program.
He/she complies and assists in publish-
ing the yearly census as well as collect-
ing data and maintaining. Said officer
shall be responsible for the forwarding
of funds and reports in a timely manner
to Treasurer.

Paragraph Ten

Fourth Vice-President (Judges Panel/
Standards/Research) — This officer must
be a NFSS Panel Judge as he/she will
serve as the Judges Panel Director. He/
she shall also chair the Research and
Standards Committee and be in charge
of Specie Classifications, be responsible
for shows or exhibitions of the Society
and maintain the records points earned
by members and birds from these ex-
hibitions. In addition, the Fourth Vice-
President represents the NFSS as liai-
son with the National Cage Bird Show

Board and other National bird shows.
Said officer shall be responsible for the
forwarding of funds and reports in a
timely manner to the Treasurer.

Paragraph Eleven

Executive Secretary — This officer takes
minutes during all board meetings, in-
cluding those conducted electronically
on the Internet. The Executive Secre-
tary, or designated representative, shall
maintain an archive of all minutes and
the Society’s official documents, and
assist other board members with corre-
spondence as necessary.

Paragraph Twelve

Treasurer — The Treasurer shall prepare
and submit to the Board at the 4th
Quarter Board meeting, a budget to be
approved by the Board, indicating pro-
posed income and expenditures for the
upcoming year. He/she is responsible
for establishing and maintaining Society
financial accounts. The Treasurer is re-
sponsible for receiving and depositing
funds into those accounts, and paying
the Society’s debts in a timely manner.
The Treasurer is required to file in a time-
ly manner. all tax information and re-
turns as required by our IRS 990 (501¢)
status. All funds, records, receipts, and
expenditures for the previous year or
shorter period upon relief of the Trea-
surer, will be reviewed by two members
of the Board of Directors, not to include
the current Treasurer, as appointed by
the Board of Directors. The results of the
review will be presented to the Board
of Directors upon completion. Further an
audit of the financial accounts will be
completed as above, upon the removal,
or resignation of any Treasurer.

Paragraph Thirteen
Membership Director — Shall be responsi-
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ble for the receipt and processing of new
and renewal memberships in the Society
and for the maintenance of the NFSS
Membership data base and it’s confiden-
tiality. Said officer shall be responsible
for the forwarding of funds and reports
in a timely manner to the Treasurer.

Paragraph Fourteen

Affiliate/Awards Director — Shall be re-
sponsible for club affiliations, selection
of clubs hosting Regional Shows and for
the processing of awards for NFSS sanc-
tioned shows and annual awards for the
Society. Said officer shall be responsible
for the forwarding of funds and reports
in a timely manner to the Treasurer.

Paragraph Fifteen

Band Secretary — Shall be responsible
for the ordering and issuance of official
numbered closed bands in accordance
with the policy of the Society, and
maintaining the NFSS Band Secretary’s
permanent band records. Said officer
shall be responsible for the forwarding
of funds and reports in a timely manner
to the Treasurer.

Paragraph Sixteen

Finchshop Director — Shall be respon-
sible for the inventory and sales of mer-
chandise offered to the general public.
He/she must receive and process cus-
tomer orders, order from vendors, and
work with the NFSS Journal editor and
the Web-master to update the FinchShop
Catalog as needed. New products must
also be sought and recommended to
the Board of Directors for approval.
Said officer shall be responsible for the
forwarding of funds and reports in a
timely manner to the Treasurer. Any So-
ciety inventory must be maintained in
good order and forwarded in a timely
manner upon resignation or when a

newly appointed director had been
appointed.

Paragraph Seventeen

Regional Vice-Presidents — Shall be re-
sponsible for encouraging membership
and club aoffiliation in the Society within
the region in which he/she resides. Re-
gional Vice Presidents are responsible
to the First Vice-President and will serve
as part of the Education Committee. Re-
gional Vice Presidents are encouraged
to attend the Regional Show of their
area and hold at least one membership
meeting annually within their region.
They will assist the Legislative Liaison
by keeping abreast of legislative activ-
ity within their region that could affect
NFSS and it members, and report any
activity. Regional Vice Presidents must
report quarterly to the Board of Direc-
tors, what activities they have taken part

in, or sponsored on behalf of NFSS.

Appointed Officers

Paragraph Eighteen

NFSS JOURNAL Editor (responsible to
the Second Vice-President and the Presi-
dent). He/she is responsible for all ac-
tivities related to the production of the
NFSS JOURNAL and it's timely delivery
to NFSS members.. These include pro-
curing articles and photographs, main-
taining communication with all NFSS
Board members to insure accuracy of
NFSS information and forms to be in-
cluded in each issue, create/edit each
NFSS JOURNAL issue, deliver it to the
printer in a timely manner and approve
payment of a prinfer invoice for each
issue. Said officer shall provide to the
Treasurer, Board approved documenta-
tion which supports the timely delivery
of the Journal to the Printer”.
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Paragraph Nineteen

NFSS Web Site Manager (responsible
to the Second Vice-President). He/she
is responsible for maintaining and up-
dating the NFSS Web Site.

Paragraph Twenty

Advertising and Promotions Manager
(responsible to the 2nd Vice President).
Shall be responsible for seeking and
collecting advertisements for the NFSS
Journal and Web Site, and collecting
payment for same. At the direction
of the Board of Directors, he/she will
place advertisements in major show
and avicultural publications. The Ad-
vertising and Promotions Manager is
responsible to the 2nd Vice President
and will work with the NFSS Journal
Editor. Said officer shall be responsible
for the forwarding of funds and reports
in a timely manner to the Treasurer.
Said officer cooperates with Regional
Vice-Presidents in the promotion of Re-
gional shows.

Paragraph Twenty-one

Forum Moderator (responsible to the
President). Shall be responsible for writ-
ing and distributing list rules and enforc-
ing a civil forum through moderation.
Works with the Membership Director
to coordinate subscription to the forum
and is responsible for the un subscrip-
tion of members who continually pre-
vent a civil forum from taking place.

Paragraph Twenty-two

Legislative Liaison (responsible to the
President). Shall be responsible along
with Regional Vice Presidents, in keep-
ing abreast of both local and national
legislative activities that could effect
bird owners, breeders, and exhibitors.
Further, to report possible efforts that
are not in our best interests, to the Board

of Directors in a timely manner. Shall be
responsible for working with other local
and national Avicultural organizations
in protecting our right to own and en-
joy our birds. Shall at Board direction,
report all developments to our member-
ship, in the way then set forth by the
Board of Directors.

Paragraph Twenty-three

American Federation of Aviculture Rep-
resentative (responsible to the Presi-
dent) Shall be responsible for keeping
the NFSS membership informed as to
activities of the AFA through the NFSS
JOURNAL and electronic media.

Paragraph Twenty-four

Parliamentarian: The Parliamentarian
shall be charged with inturpreting the
by-laws of the Society. He/She may se-
lect a committee of not more than three
members fo assist in resolving questions
initiated by the Board of Directors. The
committee’s determinations will be bind-
ing. In cases where submitted issues are
determined not to be covered by the
NFSS by-laws, the committee will use
the most recent edition of Robert's Rules
of Order, in defermining questions.

Paragraph Twenty Five

The Board of Directors, may, by a ma-
jority vote, create a non-voting Board
position to recognize a member’s out-
standing contribution to the Society.

ARTICLE 6: BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Paragraph One
The Board of Directors shall consist of
all elected and appointed officers of

the Society.
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Paragraph Two

The Board of Directors has the sole au-
thority to conduct the business of the
Society. The regularly scheduled Board
meetings will be held either in person,
by mail, or electronically via email on-
line, on a quarterly basis as designated
by the Board of Directors. The quarters
shall be Calendar quarters beginning
with the January-March quarter. The 4th
Quarter Board Meeting may be started
prior to the annual membership meet-
ing and completed during the normally
scheduled online meeting. The Board
of Directors may not occasion a meet-
ing without first sending a notice to all
board members. Such a notice must be
sent by mail or email at least ten days
prior to said meeting.

Paragraph Three

Quorum: If 50% of the Board is in af
tendance, a director’s vote received by
mail or email prior to the closing of the
vote, shall be valid. If 50% of the Board
members are not in attendance, busi-
ness may be discussed but official ac-
tions may not take place. The agenda
for Board meetings will be presented to
the Board by the President or other des-
ignee, ten days prior to the beginning
of the meeting. Additional items may
be submitted to the Secretary by any
Board member before the start of the
meeting. The Secretary will provide the
final agenda at the start of the meeting.
A Board member may add an urgent
item to the agenda during the meeting
at the pleasure of the President.

Paragraph Four

4.0 "Board meetings will be conducted
in accordance with the by laws. Meet-
ings will be online and attendance is
required by all elected officers. Elected
Board members that are unexcused from
missing a meeting may be removed in

accordance with the provisions of the
by laws. All Board members should
make themselves available during meet-
ings to offer comments.

4.1 An agenda will be offered, items will
come up for a short period of discussion ,
after which motions and seconds will be
entertained. During this time elected offi-
cers should monitor daily postings to the
Board'’s Forum. If a motion is seconded,
a vote will be called for. This will contin-
ve until all items on the agenda are pre-
sented or tabled for a future meeting.

4.2 Should there be electronic failures
that prevent a Board member from vot-
ing, his/her vote may be accepted by
email by the Secretary.

Paragraph Five

Emergency Board Meetings: These may
take place after a twenty-four hour email
notice to all Board members, when four
elected members of the Board and the
President or next officer in line of ascen-
sion deem it necessary. A quorum of
50% of the elected Board is required
to hold an Emergency Board meeting.
During an emergency meeting of the
Board, no action may be taken on the
removal of an officer or on an amend-
ment fo these bylaws.

Paragraph Six

Any officer of the Society found by the
Board to be injurious to the Society, as
defined in, but not limited to, the Member-
ship Article 4 Paragraph 5, may be re-
moved from office by a two thirds vote of
all directors. A written complain against
said officer must be signed by at least two
Board members and must be received by
the President by certified mail only in order
to be considered by the whole Board.
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Paragraph Seven

The Board of Directors shall not be per-
sonally liable for the debts, liabilities, or
other obligations of the corporation. No
part of the income or assets of this cor-
poration shall be used to the the benefit
of any private individual or member, un-
less specifically authorized by previsions
of the by-laws, or by vote of the Board
of Directors. Any monies authorized will
be for the sole purpose of conducting
NFSS business. This Society shall have
no capital stock, its object and purpose
being solely of a benevolent character,
and not for individual pecuniary gain
or profit to its members.

Paragraph Eight

The President or Board of Directors may
ask for or accept volunteers to fill posi-
tions for the completion of work needed
by the Society. Volunteers that hold po-
sitions that are not elected or listed as
department heads in the By-laws will
not be required to be on the Board of
Directors and may not have to take part
in Board meetings.

ARTICLE 7: COMMITTEES

Paragraph One

The President or Board of Directors may
form a committee for the purpose of car-
rying out the goals and administration
of the Society. Standing Committees
may include, but are not limited to the
following: Show Committee, Publish-
ing Committee, Research Committee,
Judge’s Panel, Standards Committee,
Education Committee and Finch Save
Committee. Committees may be estab-

lished or disbanded as needed.

Paragraph Two

Show Committee: The Show Committee,
chaired by the Fourth Vice-President,
shall be responsible for all activities

required fo achieve the Society’s partici-
pation in National level exhibitions.

Paragraph Three

Publishing Committee: The Publishing
Committee, chaired by the Second Vice-
President, shall assist in the responsibility
for the Society Web site, all publications
and printed materials of this Society .
The committee shall include but is not
limited to the Second Vice President, the
Journal editor, the Advertising Director
and the Web site Manager.

Paragraph Four

Research Committee: Shall conduct re-
search on a given subject at the plea-
sure of the Board of Directors, and will
assist members of the Society with mat-
ters of avicultural interest.

Paragraph Five

Education Committee: This committee
will assist its chairman, the First Vice-
President, in developing educational
programs for the members of this Society.
The membership of this Committee shalll
include the Regional Vice Presidents.

Paragraph Six

Standards Committees: The Standards
Committees shall work with the Judges
Panel and other interested parties in an
ongoing effort to establish Standards of
Perfection for individual species.

Paragraph Seven

7.0 Judges Panel: Shall consist of all ap-
proved judges in accordance with the
standards set forth by the Society. The
procedure for nominating a judge for
the Judges Panel shall consist of a writ-
ten application by the potential judge,
who is a current member of the Society.
Nomination to the Judges Panel may
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not take place until the potential judge
has completed testing and apprentice-
ship under the formula as then required
by the Board of Directors of the Society.
Said apprentice must be nominated by
at least two of the judges that the ap-
prentice, apprenticed under.

7.1 Final approval of a new judge shall
be by the Board of Directors. This will
consist of a majority vote of the Board
after verification from the Judges Panel
Chair that the requirements have been
completed. All associated paperwork,
including the test will be retained by the
Judges Panel Chair. If the Board deems
necessary, it may review copies of all
paperwork in the apprentice process,
excluding the test taken.

7.2 A Panel judge may be either sanc-
tioned or removed from the Judges Pan-
el as recommended by the director of
the Judges Panel and approved by the
maijority of the Board in accord with the
most current NFSS Judges Handbook
procedures. NFSS judges may not judge
a show if they are not in current with
their membership and judging fees.

Paragraph Eight

FINCHSAVE Committee: The FINCH-
SAVE Committee shall assist the Direc-
tor of the program. It shall consist of
Society members designated by the
Director. This Committee shall help de-
velop and preserve policy in regard
to this nationwide multi-species cap-
tive breeding program. The Committee
may request funds for the administra-
tion of the FINCHSAVE program only.
All funds used for the program must be
authorized by the Board of Directors.
All data, statistics, and information

collected for this program will remain
the sole property of the Society.

ARTICLE 8: MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Paragraph One

The Society shall have an annual mem-
bership meeting held in conjunction
with the National Show of the Society.

Paragraph Two

There is no Board of Directors meeting
during the general membership meet-
ing. Therefore no motions may be made
and no votes taken as no official busi-
ness is conducted.

Paragraph Three

The annual membership meeting of the
Society shall consist of, but is not limited
to, a State of the Society report given by
the President or his/her representative,
the Treasurer or appointed representa-
tive will report on our year to date fi-
nancial condition and possible sugges-
tions for the future budget year, awards
presentation, announcement of election
results, if applicable and a longer more
casual discussion period when mem-
bers may make their views known to the
Board of Directors.

Paragraph Four

Regional meetings may be held at the di-
rection of the Regional Vice-Presidents.
Official business is not conducted at re-
gional meetings. These meetings are for
the general membership of the Society
and are primarily to discuss ideas which
may be presented to the Board of Direc-
tors at a later time.. These meetings may
also sponsor educational programs for
the membership.

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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ARTICLE 9: DISSOLUTION

Paragraph One

Should it become necessary to dissolve
the Society all properties of the Society
shall be sold or auctioned off, as deter-
mined by the Board of Directors. After
all debts of the Society have been fully
paid, the remaining monies of the Soci-
ety shall be given to a non-profit avicul-
tural organization as determined by the
Board of Directors.

Paragraph Two

No part of the net earnings or the
Treasury of the Society shall accrue to
the benefit of or be distributed to mem-
bers, officers, or other private persons
upon dissolution.

ARTICLE 10: AMENDMENTS TO
THE BYLAWS

Paragraph One

Proposed amendments to the bylaws
must be sponsored by at least two mem:-
bers of the Society and received by the

President by certified mail only. Any
properly submitted by-law change that
is considered by a vote of the majority
of the Board members to not be in the
best interest of the Society as a whole,
may be denied consideration.

Paragraph Two

Proposed amendments to the bylaws
must be published in Journal of the So-
ciety at least 30 days prior to the vote..
Any amendment to the bylaws of this
Society must be approved by two-thirds
of those responding. Any such ballot
will be counted by at least two mem-
bers of the Society and one witness as
pre-approved by the Board of Directors,
or an accounting firm selected by the
Board of Directors.

ARTICLE 11: PARLAMENTARY
AUTHORITY

All matters of the Society will be con-
ducted in accordance with the by-laws
or Robert’s rules of order as described

in Article 5, paragraph 24.

THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

BYLAWS AMMENDMENT BALLOT
I

NFSS Membership Number

This must be completed or the ballot will not be counted
Dual members will each have one (1) vote. You are allowed to make a photocopy of this ballot
Ballots must be postmarked by: February 28, 2009

MAIL BALLOTS TO:
Gail Benson - NFSS Elections
144 N Clyde Avenue
Palatine, IL 60067

Vote to approve or disapprove of the amendment by making an “X” on the line next to one choice.

Approve of the proposed Bylaws Amendment

Disapprove of the proposed Bylaws Amendment

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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NFSS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION Yes ! | want to support NFSS!
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

MEMRBERSHIF ORDER ! RENEWAL ORIER ! DV} ORDEH
PRIMARY MEMBER
FIRST MAME: LAST NAME:
DUAL MEMBER
FIRST NAME: LAST S AME:
DDRESS;

CITY [ 5T fre

INTHY § SAL
DAY TIME FH# | i i we have questions abst vous onder)

Membership S30.00 17 Renewal NFSS#
Dhanld-Membership S350 1T Dol - Daal NFSSH
Junior Membership SHLHE 1T Renewal NFSSH

FOREIGN Membership S42.00 US Dollars If Renewal NFSS#
PEIMARY MEMBER EMAIL;
DAL MEMEBER FAAIL
YOUR WERSITE ADDRESS
NV AVIARY NAME
WOLILI YOU LIKE US TOSEXD YOU AN ADVERTISER'S PACKET OYES O X0
Liiren vk oFver: httpdnfs.orgjournal/dvdorder. html

1I"d also like to order the NFSS Journal 25" Anniversary compilation of backissues DVD
DVD pre-sales Price includes USA shippimg by US Mail. Foreign srdens will reguive sdditions] dippring

whrgv fo dlestivelivas, All DVEY orders willl be falfilled afler January | 2009 1o allow for inchesion of the 2008

Mo Diec Jounmal

Fre-sules discount — iF we receive your order postmarked on or before [2-31-08
Plense send _ QTY of DYD™s i § 1500 cach =TOTALS
OR
Oriers placed an or after January 1, 2009 will be 520,00 per DVD
Please send QTY of DYIDYs (o & 20,00 each =TOTALS

Please make checks payable to NFSY in ULs. curmency
TOTAL ENCLOSED ON YOUR CHECK 5

MAIL YOUR ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO:

NFS5 MEMBERSHIP
PO BOX 3230
SANTA CLARA, CA. 95055-3230
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INESS @ 25 VIDEO MAIL-IN ORDER FORM
In celebration of our 25th Anniversary year, now you
can order all backissues of the NFSS Journal in one
DVD! For a limited time, we are accepting pre-orders
for this DVD at a discounted price of $15.00 per DVD
until 12/31/08, order yours today!

Please print clearly and provide all necessary mailing information and
return your payment (make check payable to NFSS) with this completed
order form to:

NFSS @ 25 DVD Order 918 Georgia Avenue Etowah, TN 37331

Name
Title
Organization
Address

City State ZIP
Phone { ) Email

Please send me copies of the NFSS5 @ 25 DVD
compilation of the 1984-2008 NFSS Journal Backissues

If ordered before January 1st 2009* Pre-order Sales
Price : DVD's are $15.00 USD each including domestic
shipping, USA. We must receive your order and
payment by December 31, 2008,

Qty of DVDs x 15.00 = TOTAL:$

Would you like us to send NFSS membership information? Yes or No

Please note that your arder will ship after January 1st 2009 in order to
allow for inclusion of the 2008 Nov/Dec Journal content.

*Qrders received on or after January 1, 2009; the regular sales price
will be $20.00 USD per DVD shipped domestic {USA).

Questions or order followup: PhfFax (408)716-7775 ar NFS525@nfss.arg
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PRO-

ALL IN ONE PRODUCT!

VITAL

ALL BIRD EXOTIC

HEALTH!
VITALITY!
LONGEVITY!

ISN'T THAT WHAT
YOU WANT TO GIVE
TO YOUR BIRDS?

visit our web site:
www.provitalhealth.com

+ A complete spectrum of vitamins &
electrolytes.

¢ Chelated minerals for easy and safe
absorption.

+ Probiotics to boost immunity and assist
digestion.

+ Digestive enzymes fo target nutrients like
protein, complex carbohydrates, fats, soy,
wheat, barley, seeds and more.

+ A high concentrated energy source also
containing amino acids (protein building blocks).

+ Special ingredients to help eliminate Salmonella
and E. Coli disease.

+ Keeps feces dry to diminish nest contamination,
messy handling and less cleaning while
eliminating fecal odors,

+ Product can be used on the food and in the water.

+ Better health,decreased mortality and increased
production.

+Increase egg production.

+Improve molting and better feather quality.

Order by mail, fill out the form below and mail back with your check or money order to:
PRO-VITAL P.0. Box 817 Live Oak, FL 32064. Credit Card orders by phone 786-258-2688.

For additional discounts and products, or 1o onder on o

r secured website please visit us at www.provitalhealth.com.

Amount Ordered §5-525 $26-575 $76-5125 $126-5350
Shipping Charges 34 39 $13 $18
PACKAGE SIZE 20z-56.8g | gty doz-113g aty Boz-227g qty 28.20z-800g | gty
ALL BIRD EXOTIC $7.95/pk $14.95/pk $21.95/pk $59.95/pk
ALL BIRD EXOTIC PLUS $8.95/pk $16.95/pk $24.95/pk $69.95/pk
TOTAL + SHIPPING
NAME TELEPHONE
SHIPPING ADDRESS cITY STATE ZIP CODE
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NFSS Bands

Paula Hansen, NFSS Band Sec

Plastic Bands are a good way to learn
to band your birds. They are not perma-
nent and can be removed once a bird
is sexed or sold. Each string contains
10 bands of one color. They come with
a tool to assist in placing the band on
properly. Open the plastic band wide
enough fo slip the bird’s leg in. Don't
over extend the plastic when widening
with the tool, this may cause the band
not fo close completely. Detailed instruc-
tions are provided. Banding birds with
split plastic bands for identification of
breeder isn't practical as they are re-
movable, it doesn’t prove the year the
bird fledged, and isn’t recognized for
birds to accumulate points in a NFSS
Show. However, the breeder showing
will acquire points using colored plastic
bands. Using single color split bands
identifies family groups from a distance
or that chick who lost its closed band
prior to fledgling.

You can apply the plastic bands any
time. Some use the split plastic bands
to learn to band birds later with closed
bands. Getting used fo holding chicks is
the trick. Some don’t even use the tool
we send to apply the plastic bands; in-
stead they practice the closed band tech-
nique using plastic bands. This avoids
having to squeeze the plastic band
shut in addition to learning the closed
band technique. Others only band the
offspring with the plastic bands so they
do not sell off their breeding stock by
mistake. They also use the colors to help
in sexing their birds. Placing different
colored bands on each chick in a clutch
can help visually identify which bird
is the male/female when trying to sex
each chick. Some place bands on left

leg and other clutches right leg this too
helps to identify one family group differ-
ent clutches during the year.

Upon pairing unrelated birds, the split plas-
tic bands can be removed and reused.

Closed bands remain on the bird for
life. Normally bands are applied to
chicks at ages 10 to 16 days or 8 to
10 depending on the species. NFSS
has a recommended size for closed
bands for each species. They appear in
each journal and on the NFSS website.
Use caution when banding your birds.
Don't squeeze the bird’s body and have
someone assist you when learning to
close band your bird. The band should
be slightly loose to move up and down
the leg of the bird but fit well enough
not to slip past the bird’s ankle or knuck-
le. Bands should never look like a loose
bracelet on the bird’s leg.

All closed band orders for the new year
are held until Christmas week. This is to
ensure that breeders have bands just in
time for early clutches. Should members
need bands immediately use the NFSS
website to order, e-mail the band secre-
tary or call. Check the NFSS website at:
http://nfss.org for color availability or
email me at: bands@nfss.org.

Applying closed bands can be a scary
experience for the first timer. Have
a friend help you. Take your time. Sit
down at a table do not stand in the
middle of the room.

Prepare before you pick the chick up
—place a cloth down on the surface
below your hand or where you will

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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SeRp 2: Chane your 3 fingars e the Bird Bghaty.

Step 3 Your thumb and pointer linger hobds the birds ke
3 Toes are relaned & pointed 1o recerve the band. Thea™
o i in place.

be banding the bird. Should you drop
the band you can easily retrieve it and
not look for hours where it rolled and
bounced off to. | can't tell you how
many times | have done that. You need a
toothpick and a dab of lubricant. It can
be an ointment, cream or KY jelly. I'll
explain below.

Pick up the chick with one hand and
make a fist with the other hand. Turn
your fist in an upward position. (mental
picture -knuckles down & fingers up.)
Open your fingers & place the chick in
the palm of your hand, the birds head
facing you, right side up in the cup of
your hand, not upside down. Cup your
hand more. This will wedge the chicks
head in a pocket in your palm of your
hand. The chick will lay quietly. Now
close your 3 fingers lightly over the
chick. This will make a dark environ-
ment for the chick and it will lay still,
warm and quite. With your free hand
maneuver the chicks leg. It should be
held under your thumb and on top of
your pointing finger. (mental picture-
like holding the remote when changing
channels on the TV.) Toes should be
exposed past the thumb pointing away
from you.

Notice the chicks toe receiving the band
will automatically uncurl, stop wiggling,
straighten, and come to a point. If it
doesn’t happen adjust the chick in that
pocket in the palm. Check your 3 fin-
gers covering the chick it has to be dark
in your cupped palm for this technique
to work! Toes will straighten. Take your
time the chick is okay and warm just
don't squeeze it tight.

Once you achieve a pointed 3 toes,
this is where you slip the band over the
3 pointed front toes slowly & carefully.
Remember finches have 4 toes of which
3 go through the ring first. That 4threar)
toe should be lying open & flat against
the chick’s leg waiting for the band to
slide over it and the leg at the same time.
Once you slide that band on free this is
where the 4th toe (it's usually the nail
that gets snagged in the band) needs a
litle help getting free. Place the tooth-
pick between the 4th toe and the leg lift
the toe away from the leg and it will free

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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itself without causing any harm to the
chick. Toes have very soft bone. You can
practice banding using this technique
with an adult bird using the split plastic
bands however the adults will fuss more
until you place them in that dark cup of
your palm covering with the 3 fingers.

Ordering bands you can submit your
order through the NFSS website using
PayPal or mailin your order. I'll receive
your order and mail it out. This hope-
fully will ease the stress level a notch or
two. Email me any time with your ques-
tions. If you are one of the late members
who have babies hatching and need
these fast, send me a separate email.
Bands are usually mailed on Mondays
or Fridays once a week.

All band orders come with instructions
and membership applications. Make sure
your membership is current. All orders
confaining closed bands are checked
for the membership information. The
NFSS Membership Director sends a new
list monthly to the Band Secretary. Occa-
sionally | have to ask “why” if your name
doesn’t appear as a member, and you
will be requested to renew your member-
ship. This may delay your order. If you
are a representative of an affiliated club,
this does not give you a personal mem-
bership to order closed bands. You must
be an individual member.

All closed bands are registered in the
Band Secretary’s log book. Each string
of closed bands is sequentially num-
bered and a string contains 10 bands.
Should you wish to loan your bands to
other NFSS members, contact me di-
rectly with their full name, NFSS mem-
ber number, band size, and the band
numbers. This is another perk for order-

ing NFSS Bands.

Over the past 5 years NFSS has re-
ally grown. With this growth so have
the band orders. There may be times
toward the end of the year when in-
venfory runs low or completely out. |
recommend bands be ordered early
when possible, allow time to receive
your bands. NFSS Bands are ordered 6
months in advance so the numbering is
continuous, never duplicated throughout
the year for any given size. There are
no custom engraving available. This is
how NFSS keeps the cost to its mem-
ber’s low and handling fee affordable.
NFSS ships bands internationally.

Any questions you can contact directly
- email: bands@nfss.org or phone:
(503) 581-8208 - after 7pm Pacific
time. | do work full time so give me
time fo reach you.

Election Commitee Notice
N

NFSS has formed an Election Committee for the 2009 NFSS general election.
The Committee so far includes Alfredo Brugueras, Tom Keegan, Rebecca Mickel,
Lisa Murphy, Bob Peers, John Wilson, and Bill Parlee as Chairman. If you would
like to serve on the search committee, would like to run for office, or would like to
alert us to a member you know, that would be willing to run for office, you may
contact us at ElectionsNFSS@yahoogroups.com.

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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3 e AWARD WINNING

ew‘* Eliropean-style
Saftblll Diets from

BeakAPPtlt

Softbills are unigue in the bird world,
To sustain their high energy. they need
lats of protein in a balanced, easy-to-
digest dist. Beak Appétit* softhill dists
are high in protein and contain 2ssential
amino and fatty acids not found in mast
conventional softbill diets.

Macde in the European tradition
using the same high-quality
ingredients for which Beak Appétit*

15 known, these easily digestible

foods are designed to provide a

wide ranga of nutrients, flavors and

textires hirds prefer without the desiccating
effects or bland sameness associated with
pellet diets.

These high protein diets are ready-
to-eat or can be mixed with fruits and
vegetables to provide even mare dietary
variety, Beak Appétit® softbill diets
contain no artificial colorants and can be
fed year-round.,

)

Available at fine pet stores everywhera!
Also available in biilk sizes for bresders,

(‘6‘0{"?’;{(‘/ Contoc! Gourme! Pel h'e.ll::_[rl_p for more information
P

(,, Made in the U.5.A. by Gowrmet Pet Supply, Inc.

ET SURPLY INC = 1335 12th St NW, Albuguesgque, NM 871104
-~ — [B00) 467-4677  www.bsakaoppetit.com
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NFSS BOD MEETING

3¢ QUARTER 2008
L

PRESENT: Bob Peers, John Wilson, Er-
nesto Padilla, Jason Crean, Brian Na-
gle, Doug White, Paula Hansen, Vonda
Zwick, Tom Keegan, Andy M ordoh,
Gwynne Willison, Lisa Murphy, Sally
Huntington, Rebecca Mikel, Roland Cris-
to, Katy Dodd, Mike Gravely, Sharon
Dvorak, Bill Parlee, Robert Mehl, Bob
Peers, Cecil Gunby, Laura Bewley.

RESIGNED: Andy Mordoh, 2nd VP; Gw-
ynne Willison, Advertising Manager;
Katy Dodd, Editor

APPOINTED: Tom Keegan, 2nd VP Pro-
Tem; Cecile Aguilera, Web Master; Gail

Benson, Advertising Manager

ELECTED: Brian Nagle, Membership Di-
rector; Vince Moase Region 8 V.P.
OPEN POSITIONS: Editor , 2nd Vice-
President, Region 5 VP

BUSINESS CONDUCTED:

Journal was not submitted by deadline
established to meet criteria for rec’t of
stipend. Delays were for legitimate rea-
sons, BOD voted to pay stipend.

TREASURY: 8/1/08 Bank Balance:
$21,356.70 — as of 6/30/08 dll in-
voice and expenses paid.

Have attained same level of Affiliated
Clubs as last year

2008 Census form will be in Sept/
Oct Journal with new census beginning
11/1/08

Several electronic elements / updates
completed for FSS, continuing to seek
volunteers

699 current NFSS members (480 single,
196 dual, 17 foreign, 6 junior).

NFSS judges membership dates changed
to reflect 12/31 renewals for all

Re-established communication with 5
other Avicultural organizations  with
trade agreements

Draft of By Laws approved by BOD will
be presented to membership for a vote

Any person wishing to donate items for
raffle at ‘08 NCBS may send them to
Rebecca Mikel

Revised Zebra standard to be published
in Journal for review, sent to NFSS
Judges

Judge’s Handbook nearing completion
2007 Show Reports compiled

3 Judges names submitted for 2009
NCBS: Laura Tinker, Paul Williams, Ar-
mando Lee

Robert Mehl will order all awards for
2008 NCBS

2nd VP will assure the previous 2 yrs
of Journals are stored on CD/Media
device.

Current Publisher will edit and produce
the next issue of the Journal.

The Journal of the National Finch & Softbill Society
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MOTIONS:
MOTION BY 2™ MOTION RESULT
2008-30 Mordoh Hansen Pay Jul/Aug Journal Stipend | Pass
2008-31 Mikel Mehl Appoint Gail Benson/Adv'g Pass
2008-32 Hansen Gunby Accept By law revision Pass
2008-33 Hansen Murphy Table Gen. Standards Pass
discussion until 4" Quarter

2008-34 Wilson Mikel Table Adv'g discussion until Pass
4" Quarter

2008-35 Murphy Mikel Judge's names for 2009 Pass
NCBS: Laura Tinker, Paul
Williams, Armonda Lee

2008-36 Wilson Murphy Appoint Cecile Aguilera as Pass
Website Manager

2008-37 Zwick Wilson Appoint T Keegan , 2™ VP Pass
Pro-Tem

2008-38 Hansen Murphy Table Insurance discussion Pass
until 4™ Quarter

2008-39 Mikel Keegan Purchase 2 NFSS banners at | Pass
cost not to exceed $200

2008-40 Wilson Keegan *SEE BELOW Pass

2008-41 Keegan Zwick “SEE BELOW Pass

2008-42 Hansen Mehi Accept 2007 Audit conducted | Pass
by Gwynne Willison & Bill
Parlee

2008-43 Hansen Zwick Accept minutes and adjourn | Pass
meeting

2008-40: 2nd VP and President authorized to negotiate services for editing last 2
Journals of 2008, staying within approved Journal budget, and not subject to time
constraints of Editor’s Stipend.

2008-41: All policies related to payment of stipend to NFSS Editor will be
suspended until new Editor is appointed by vote of the BOD as NFSS Officer and
stipend policy can be reviewed by BOD/New Editor. Editor stipend policies shall
be either reaffirmed, rescinded, or changed by a vote of the BOD in order to end
this suspension.

NEXT MEETING: Convenes at NCBS, 11/20-23/08

For a full/uncondensed version of the minutes, either refer to the NFSS website (nfss.
org) or contact Rebecca Mikel, Executive Secretary.
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The best small bird breeding

cages you can buy come from
Quality Cage Company

Divided Breeder Cages

he “Gold Standard” of divided breeder
cages! Three sizes available. Comes with bol
wire and metal cage dividers, Easily converts
to a Might eage. Flip screen secures birds in-
side when tray 15 out; trays remove indepen-
dently. Available in galvanized, or powder
coat finishes. Can be stacked on an optional
welded stand. Fully Assembled.

Quality Breeding Cages

Another favorite of breeders! These cages
have two spring-loaded seed cup doors, a
perch and two seed cups mcluded. They are
shipped fully assembled, and are available
galvanized, or powder coated in white or
black (as shown in photo). Shown: Powder
Coated on an opiional stand.

Why Quality Cages are better ...

All new!
Quality Fostering Cage

I'his new

i . o Long-ife hest-
. E! N FosStering i o Ed“;;:f:;f;;:,';
WP Cage was de- fesmooth  Iachesand g oy aaning

signed for a  shededges. 5pAings:

Bty See us online at

% pan— inset, -

! natural wood nest box is JRURLRAEN | llﬂl]t}’ﬂﬂgﬂ.fﬂ]“
integrated into the cage. It is available - .
in galvanized, or can be poweder  Withso many sizes and styles now
coated for easy cleaning and longer life. available, call fora new catalog!

This cage comes complete with Call Toll-Free (888) 762-2336
cups, perches and accessories. These Q"“Hﬂ: Cﬂgﬂ' Cﬂmpﬂﬂy
AR (A SR T T e i P
cages can be stacked four-high nan 5y ¢ © 91 b Ave, Portland, OR 97266
optional rack. Fully assembled.

“Visa DISC' VER Se

Need wire or cage parts?
e www.qualitycageparts.com
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Internationally acclaimed DVD series filmed by Eelco Meyjes

Birdk
Birdkecpingthe

[‘ulT’d‘. ern
T:"ﬁ nth

southy ! . -
Way A 6 Part Qverview of SA Birdkeeping

Parmgis-Finches- Saftbills-Surgical ve DNA Saxing-

Bingdkeeper's contributon to Nature Consernvation
Viedt Africa's largest walk-in aviary

“This \'|ﬂﬂﬂ' h.EE'. It ﬂ" ® o Auptealinn By cruniysine

ey Format D) Durstion aporoa G =n - U5 529,85, Postage inouted

mlr-!keepnln;_{'h(_‘j -

The Finches of Africa Souch rice
Showas T0 of Afica’s most beautifil finch specias
Includes unique Birdkeepor's Guide, -
This is & product that | fully recommend.” W
Ferstel Mingeston - glolially acciamcd suthar on fnches =

Hecaciand cuakly DNT) with routs e Durabon o os. 58 mm — == . o

USE D495 Posiage included

]nnﬂtcrpln;_..the Keeping Finches

S0uLh ‘Ur an Sop 50 Australan, Asin, Amencan and other finches

Visit state-of-tha-art aviary and bird-room set-ups
Includes undqua Birdkeapar's Gukds

“Will undoubtedly remam the reference standard
for many years to come”

sl Brickell - nlérnalinnatly accismed authar i repdarche

Bepoacit oAty DVD with oty masy: Durstion anpnes. 92 min
"H 4 58 Postge inchrid

All DVD's are now available in both NTSC and PAL formats and are
multizone compatible. For more information and secure
online orders visit www.hbirdkeeper.co.za or contact Eelco Meyjes
direct at editor@avitalk.co.za.
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NFSS Affi

iated C

ubs,/Events

Liaison Officer - Club Delegates/Show Dates — Mr. Robert Mehl
11108 Hollowbrook Road Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
RobertMehl@aol.com

Note: Events may be held in states other
than the home state of the club. Regional
affiliates are those with no steady location,
but should be checked for events near you.

Alabama

Central Alabama Avicultural Society
Delegate: Jorge & Carmela Juez

Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the

Month

Location: Montgomery Zoo/Quality Inn and Suites
Info Contact: tedsexton@bellsouth.net

California
Central California Cage Bird Club

Delegate: Chryse Seeman

Club website: www.myceche.org

Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the Month
Location: Manchini Hall, Modesto, CA
Show/Expo: 55th Annual Finch &

Canary Show Ocfober 25th, 2008

Location: SOS Club, 819 Sunset Ave. Modesto, CA
Info contact: Chryse Seeman

chryse95320@yahoo.com

Finch Society of San Diego

Delegate: Sally Huntington

Club website:

www.sandiegofinchsociety.com

Meeting Schedule: Sundays 7/27, 8/24, 9/28,
10/26,11/23

Location: Elks Lodge 13219 Poway Rd. Poway,
CA 92064

Info contact: Sally Huntington

sallych@san.rr.com

Herbert Ibarra Elementary Bird Club
Delegate: Scott Golden - teacher

Club Email: scottgoldensd@hotmail.com
Meeting Schedule: Open

Location: Herbert Ibarra Elementary

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic
Bird Club

Delegate: Shanna Dollarhide

Club Email: scvcebc@yahoo.com

Club website: www.santaclarabirdelub.org
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the Month

Llocation: Santa Clara, CA

Show,/Expo: Annual Show Dec. 6, 2007
Location: TBA

Info contact: Shanna Dollarhide,
Shanna@coloronthewing.com

West Coast Zebra & Society Finch Show
Delegate: Chryse Seeman

Show/Expo: Show July 26 2008, sales and
speakers on July 25 and 27th, 2008

Llocation: la Quinta Downtown, Sacramento, CA
Judge: Clarence Culwell

Info contact: Chryse Seeman, manager
chryse95320@yahoo.com

Colorado

Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture, Inc
Delegate: Lisa McManus

Club website: www.rmsa-birds.org

Show/Expo: Fall Show, Nov 8-9th 2008
Location: National Western Complex, Denver, CO
Judge: Al Decoteau & Conrad Meinert

Florida
Cage Bird Club of Charlotte County

Delegate: Sue Pacheco

Club Email: pmhill@comcast.net

Club website: www.caged-bird-club.com
Meeting Schedule: 1st Friday of the Month
Location: 20271 Tappen Zee Drive,

Port Charlotte, FL

Show,/Expo: Bird Expo Mar. 30, 2008

Location: Charlotte Fair Grounds

Suncoast Avian Society

Delegate: Mari Howard

Club website: www.suncoastaviansociety.org
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the Month
Location: Mocassin Lake Park, Clearwater FL
Show/Expo: Show Aug. 2, 2008

Location: St Petersburg Coliseum, 535 4th Ave N.,
St Pefersburg, FL 34695

Information contact: Mari Howard,
whoward”@tampabay.rr.com

Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club

Delegate: Timothy McCormick,

email: tm50ei@yahoo.com

Meeting Schedule: 4th Sunday of the Month 2 PM
Location: Port Salerno Civic Center, Stuart, FL
Show/Expo: Bird Fair Apr 6, 2008

Location: Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center
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Tri-State Avian Society

Delegate: Barry Laster

Club website: Tristateaviansociety.org

Meeting Schedule: 2nd Saturday of Month
Location: Tallahassee, FL

Show/Expo: Spring Bird Fair May 17-18, 2008
Location: North Florida Fairgrounds, 441 Paul
Russell Rd, Tallahassee

Info contact: Barry Laster,
Barryl7523@comcast.net

lllinois

Finch & Softbill Breeders & Exhibitors Club
Delegate: Gail Benson

Club website: www.fsbec finchfiles.com
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Thurs. of the month
Location: Palatine, IL

Show/Expo: Annual Show Sept. 6th 2008
Location: Crowne Plaza, Mundelein, IL
Judge: Sally Huntington

Information contact: Gail Benson
gailsgouldians@comcast.net

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club

Delegate: Diana Federl

Club Email: info@gccbe.org

Club website: www.gecbe.org

Meeting Schedule: 3rd Friday of the Month
location: 215 S. Riverside, Lombard, IL
Show/Expo: GCCBC 77th Show Nov 1, 2008
Location: DuPage Expo Center

Information contact: president@gccbe.org

The Avicultural Society of

Chicagoland

Delegate: Jason Crean

Club Email: tascchicago@aol.com

Club website: www.tasc-chicago.org
Meeting Schedule: Months with 5 fridays af 7:30PM
Location: Lombard Log cabin, lombard, IL
Show/Expo: Midwest Bird Expo April 2009
Location: Wheaton, IL

Info contact: Jason Crean
tascchicago@aol.com

National Institute of Red Orange Canaries
Delegate: Steve Hopman

Show/Expo: NIROC Annual Show

November 29th 2008

Location: Waterford Banquet & Conference Centfer,
933 S. Riverside Drive, Elmhurst, IL 60126

Info Contact: James Fessel {dcafessel@sbcglobal.net

International Asociacion de Criadores de
Finches de Este Inc.

Delegate: Ernesto Polidura

Contact: Rurico Vidal

Phone: (787) 653-7322

Show/Expo: 2008 Summer National Show June
27-29, 2008 Show entries are received on Friday
the 27th from 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Place:

Plaza del Carmen Mall Caguas, P.R.

Judge: Mr. Alfredo Brugueras

Show: 2008 Winter National Show November
7-9, 2008 Place: TBD

Judge: Mrs. Martha Wigmore

Canadian Finch and Softbill Society
Delegate: Vince Moase

Club Email: vmoase@rogers.com

Show/Expo: Show Nov. 8-9 2008

Location: Brampton Fair Grounds 12942 Hearlake
Rd. Brampton, Onfario

Judge: Allen Bennett, England. - Zebra Finches
Grant Rishman, Victoria, B.C. - Finches and Softbills

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Alfred Mion

Club website: www.essexkentcbs.com
Show/Expo: Show Sept. 28, 2008
Location: Fogolar Furlan Club,
Windsor, Canada

Information contact: Alfred Mion,
julianne@mnsi.net

lowa

Mid America Cage Bird Society
Delegate: John Thielking

Club website: www.MACBS.org

Meeting Schedule: 4th Sunday of the Month
Location: Des Moines Botanical Center 909 Robert
D Ray Drive

Show/Expo: Bird Fairs, March 23, May 18,
August 24, 2008

Location: Des Moines Botanical Center

Info contact: John Thielking,
Thielking@lowalink.com

Maryland

Baltimore Bird Fanciers

Delegate: Robert Mehl

Club website: www.baltimorebirdfanciers.org
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the Month except
May & Oct 2PM

Location: Towson Public Library,

Baltimore County

Show/Expo: Spring Mart and Finch Show May
17, 2008

Location: Tall Cedars Hall, Parkvile,

MD 21234

Judge: Cecil Gunby

Info contact: Robert Mehl,
robert.mehl@verizon.net

Maryland All Canary Club
Delegate: Jonathan Smith
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Club website:
geocities.com/heartland /3575 /macc.html
Meeting Schedule: 4th Sunday of the Month
Location: Varies

Show/Expo: Show Oct. 4, 2008

Location: TBD

Judge: Miki Sparzak

Info contact: Jonathan Smith
jonbsmith@cox.net

Massachusetts

Massachusetts Cage Bird Association
Delegate: Tom Keegan

Club website: www.masscagebird.org
Show/Expo: Show Oct. 18, 2008
Location: TBD

Judge: Nizam Ali

Michigan

Great Lakes Zebra and Society Finch Club
Delegate: Rebecca Mikel

Club website:
greaflakeszebra&societyfinchclub.com
Show/Expo: Show Aug 23, 2008

Location: Livonia, MI

Info contact: Jim Heffernan,

fielnmore@aol.com

Michigan Society of Canary and Finch
Breeders

Club Email: tielnmore@aol.com

Club website: www.societyofca
naryandfinchbreedersofmichigan.com

Minnesota

Canary Club of Minnesota

Delegate: Jeanne Murphy,
pinataminiatures@yahoo.com

Club website: canaryclub.su.com

Show/Expo: Show Oct 18, 2008

Location: River Heights Motel, 1020 US Hwy 10
Prescott, WI 1715-262-3266

Information contact: Darlene Witt,
pinafaminiatures@yahoo.com

Missouri

Gateway Parrot Club

Delegate: Christine Kinkade

Club website: gatewayparrotclub.org
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the
Month, June 2nd, Aug. no meeting 2PM
Location: Kirkwood Community Center, 1111S
Geyer Rd, Kirkwood, MO

Show/Expo: All-American Hookbill Fair
Aug 23-24, 2008

Location: Greensfelder Reception

Complex, Queeny Park, Baldwin, MO

Info contact: Phyllis Cotfon
vicepresideni@gatewayparrotclub.com

Greater Kansas City Avicultural Society
Delegate: Anthony Day

Club website: www.keas.org

Show/Expo: GKCAS Bird Fair Oct. 18th 2008
Location: Coronation of Our Lady Church, 1300
Bennington, Grandview, Mo 64030

New Hampshire

Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
Delegate: Raymond Schwartz

Club website: www.boaf.com

Meeting Schedule: 2nd Monday of the Month
Location: Villa Crest Retirement Center,
Manchester, NH

Show/Expo: 21st Annual Fall Show & Mart
Oct. 25th 2008

Location: NH National Guard Amory, Nashua, NH
Info contact: Ray Schwartz,
president@boaf.com

New York

Empire Finch & Canary Club
Delegate: John Lund, (516) 564-4692,
email: IRMANPEREZ@aol.com
Show,/Expo: Show Nov 8, 2008
Location: St. Marks Methodist Church, 200
Hempsfead Ave, Rockville Center, NY
Judge: Robert Vargo

Info contact: Gabe Dillon 516-593-2841
Other Divisions: Colorbred, Type, Fife, and
Gloster Canaries

New York Finch & Type Canary Club
Delegate: Stan Kulak

Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the Month
except holidays

Location: Averill Blvd. Park, Elmont (Llong Island), NY
Show/Expo: Annual Show September 27, 2008
St. Judes Church (Coyne Hall),

1677 Canarsie Road, Brooklyn, NY

Judge: Laura Tinker

Info contact: Stan Kulak

barstand@aoahawk.com

North Carolina

Raleigh-Durham Cage Bird Society
Delegate: James Dvorak

Club website: www.RDCBS .org

Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the Month
at 2:30 PM

Location:Clen Eden Pilot Park, Raleigh
Show/Expo: Fair and Show 5/24,/08
Location: NC State Fairgrounds

Judge: Cecil Gunby & Ken Gunby
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Info contact: John Marquis,
john@jamcosys.com
Other Divisions: 2 shows in one day

Oregon

Columbia Canary Club

Delegate: KJ and linda Brown

Show/Expo: Bird Show Nov 89 2008
Location: National Guard Armory,

10101 SE Clackamas Rd, Clackamas, OR
Judge: Alfredo Brugueras

Info contact: Linda Brown 503-266-7606
JeepersPeepers55@aol.com

Other Divisions: Type and Colorbred Canary

Pennsylvania

Chester County Bird Club

Delegate: Doris Rickards

Club Email: Info@ccbirdclub.com

Club website: www.ccbirdclub.com

Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sun. of the month
Location: East Whiteland Township Bldg
Show/Expo date: 20th Annual Show & Mart
November 8th, 2008

Location: Church Farm School, 1001 East Lincoln
Highway, Exton, PA

Info contact: Doris Rickards
Info@ccbirdclub.com

Tennessee

SE Tennessee Aviculture Society
Delegate: Susan Murphy

Club website: www.stasbirdclub.com
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the month
Location: Niota Elementary School

Niota, TN

Show/Expo: Fall Show & Fair NFSS Region 2 Finch
& Softbill Show, Sept 2728, 2008
Location: George R. Stuart Schodl,
Cleveland, TN 37312

Info contact: Lisa Murphy

wimurphy@usit.net

Other Divisions: NCS, NAPS

Texas

Canary & Finch Society

Delegate: Mary Heamn

Club Website: canaryfinchsociety.tripod.com
Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the month
Location: See Website for directions
Show/Expo: Annual Show Oct. 11,2008
Location: Sheraton North Houston 281-442-5100
or Tollfree reg. 800-325-3535

Judge: Cecil Gunby

Info contact: Mary Hearn mlshearn@comcast.net
409-744-3141

Fort Worth Bird Club

Delegate: Clarence Culwel

Club website: www.fwbc.org

Meeting Schedule: 2nd Sunday of the month
Location: Botanical gardens, Fort Worth TX
Show/Expo: 55th Annual All Bird

Show Region 4 NFSS Show 11/27,/2008
Location: Grapevine Convention Center
Judge: Ken Gunby

Info contact: Jerry Casor show@hwbc.org

Texas Bird Breeders

Delegate: Clarence Culwell

Club website: ww.texasbirdbreeders.org
Meeting Schedule: Quarterly

Location: Varies

Show/Expo: Fair and Show 1/8,/2008
Location: Mayborn Convention Center, Temple TX
Judge: Laura Bewley

Info contact: Clarence Culwell,
coculwell@wccs.net

Virginia

Pennisula Caged Bird Society

Delegate: Peggy Duval

Club website:
www.vapennisulacagedbirdsociety.org
Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the Month
Location: Columbia Center, 12742 Nettles Dr.,
Newport News, VA

Show/Expo: Fall Bird Mart Cockatiel & NFSS Show
Nov. Tst, 2008

Location: Columbia Center, 12742 Nettles Dr.,
Newport News, VA

Info confact: finchbreeder@earthlink.net

Washington

Cascade Canary Breeders Association
Delegate: Janel Johnson

Meeting Schedule: 3rd Sunday of the month
Location: 120 West Sunset Way,

Issaquah, WA 98027

Show/Expo: Finch & Canary show

Nov 29-30 2008

Location: Evergreen State Fairgrounds, Monroe, WA
Info contact: Janel Johnson,

Katbird57@aol.com

Wisconsin

Central Wisconsin Cage and Exotic Bird
Connection

Delegate: Marlene Minor

Club website: www.cwwcbc.us/bc/

Show/Expo: Annual Bird & Garden

Fair May 24,2008

Location: Marshfield Fairgrounds

Information contact: Marlene Minor mminor@tds.net
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Regional /National

American Dove Association

Delegate: Denny Stapp

Club Website: www.doveline.com
Show/Expo: ADA @ the Nutritional Young Bird
Show Oct. 18th, 2008

Location: Fair & Exposition Center, Louisville KY
Judge: Smith - Ringnecks Ken Becker- Diamonds
Info contact: Stapp

secrefary@doveline.com

Avicultural Society of America
Delegate: Sheri Hanna
Club Website: www.asabirds.org

Info contact: Sheri Hanna turacoldy@aol.com 805-

208-1759

Southeast Bird Fanciers
Delegate: Ginny Allen

Club website:
www.members.fripod.com/sebfg/
Location: Varies

Information contact: Ginny Allen
gndallen@bellsouth.net

Affiliate Clubs have
Exclusive NFSS Benefits

e FREE advertising in the journal for NFSS
regional shows

e Complimentary Listings for club location,
contacts, meeting dates, events and/or shows

o Receive the NFSS Journal for
club archives and for article reprints.

® Buy NFSS logo awards for shows.
e Show results displayed on the

NFSS Website.
Fill out the Affiliation Agreement

on the NFSS website
www.nfss.org/cffil/ affiliationform.html

3
Leg

3 BIRD PRODUCTS

nds & Breedin
ha PO.Box 376 L

' it Aukum, CA 95656-0376

. INC

Uppligs |

i 530-620-7440
"W.redbirdproducts.com

THE CANARY

The Canary
Hobby Shop

HOBEY SHOP-RETAIL AND DISTREBUTOR OF EUROPE™S LEADING BIRD
FOOD MANUFACTURERS VERSELE-LAGA AND WITTE MOLEN, PROVIDING CUSTOM
HEED MIXTURES. EGGFOODS (ORLUX] & MEDHICATIONS FOR AUSTRALIAN AND
AFRICAN FINCHES AS WELL AS ALL EURCFEAN FINCHES. PLEASE VISIT US AT
WA CANARYHOBEY COM FOR COMPLETE DETALS.
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The Exotic Animal Feeding Resource

EXOTICS RULE

OUR ANIMAL KINGDOM

We know exotics rule. In the grand scheme of things, we

produce more food for more exotic animals than any other i Mo
company in the world. F: h’
MAZURI® BIRD DIETS:
+ Natural Vitamin E and mixed tocopherols for preservation MAZURI® BIRD DIETS:
+ Complete and balanced nutrition with omel il Yainisnns
g mall Bird Breeder
no artificial colors or flavors Parrot Maintenance
) . Parrot Breeder
Color enh?ncers for brightly-colored plumage I e
+ Each bag is date coded for guaranteed freshness ZuliFe” Bird Gel
and is produced in the United States
So for healthy birds and greater peace of mind, trust Mazuri® products.
Take a walk on the wild side and visit us at ’

www.Mazuri.com , i

or call us toll free at 1.800.227.8941
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2008 /2009

NFSS Board of Directors & Appointed Officers
L

President

Mr. Bob Peers

1412 Spruce Ln. Westmont, IL.
60559

(630) 960-2562

r.peers@comcast.net

1st Vice President
Regional V.P.’s, Education
Mr. John Wilson

San Francisco, CA 94110
jwilson153@aol.comt

2nd Vice President (Pro Tem)
Tom Keegan

21 Oakcrest Road
Weymouth, MA 02190
781-335-3927
thomkeegan@aol.com

3rd Vice President

NFSS Finch/Softbill Save
Program/Census Mgr.

Ms. Vonda Zwick

611 Hingham Lane
Schaumburg, IL 60193
VondaFSS@finchaviary.com

4th Vice President - Judges
Panel/Standards/Research
Mr. Cecil Gunby

8121 Highway 54
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
cgunby@bellsouth.net

Affiliate /
Awards Director

Club Delegates, Show Dates
Robert Mehl

11108 Hollowbrook Road
Owings Mills, Maryland
21117
RobertMehl@aol.com

Band Secretary

Ms. Paula Hansen

2234 Juneau Court South
Salem, Oregon 97302

President Emeritus

Mr. William Parlee

631 Talcottville Rd, Apt. 4N
Vernon, CT 06066

(860) 5690200
billhtfdct@aol.com

Region 1 V.P. (Northeast)
Tom Keegan

21 Oakcrest Road
Weymouth, MA 02190
781-335-3927

thomkeegan@aol.com

Region 2 V.P. (Southeast)

Mr. Michael Gravely

3541 Wynterset Drive
Snellville (Atlanta), GA
30039
mgravely@therefinegarden.com

Region 3 V.P. (Mid-Central)
Mr. Jason Crean
Woodridge, IL

beaksbirdhouse@aol.com

Region 4 V.P. (Midwest)
Mes. Laura Bewley
3538 S. 65 W. Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74107
(918) 4463999
lbewley@yahoo.com

Region 5 V.P. (Mountain)
(Pro Tem)
Currently Vacant

Region 6 V.P. (Pacific Coast)
Mr. Doug White

13013 311th Avenue SE
Sultan, WA 98294
white.douglas@lincoln.navy.
mil

Region 7 V.P. (Caribbean)
Mr. Ernesto Polidura
tequilatequila@yahoo.com

Region 8 V.P. (Canada)
Mr. Vince Moase
1078 roundelay crt.

Oshawa, Ontario
(905) 723-1978
vmoase@rogers.com

Executive Secretary
Rebecca Mikel

13779 US 12 E

Union, MI 49130
Phone: (269) 641-7209

Email: spkennel@aol.com

FinchShop Manager
Sharon Dvorak

205 Allison Dr
Knightdale NC 27545
Phone: (919) 266-4935
SLDvorak@nc.rr.com

Treasurer

Lisa R. Murphy

918 Georgia Ave.
Etowah, Tennessee 37331
wimurphy@usit.net

Advertising & Promotions
Manager

Ms. Gail Benson

144 N. Clyde Avenue
Palatine, lllinois 60067
847-963-1926
gailsgouldians@comcast.net

Moderator, NFSS Forums
Mr. John Wilson

San Francisco, CA 94110
jwilson153@aol.com

NFSS Webmaster & Membership
Director

Ms. Cecile Aguilera

Santa Clara, CA 95055

nfsswebmaster@gmail.com

NFSS Journal Editor
Currently Vacant

Legislative Liaison
Roland Cristo
reristo@sbcglobal.net
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Prices Effective 10/1/2008
PLASTIC BANDS NFSS MEMBER AND NON-MEMBER ORDERS

Banding and marking of wild birds is highly regulated by the Federal government. It is illegal to use any
band on a bird that is released to the wild except a Federal band issued by US Fish & Wildlife.
Split Plastic Band Colors: Light Green, Dark Green, White, Pink, Red, Purple, Yellow, Orange, Light
Blue, Dark Blue and Black. Bands are One Color Each String and No Numbering.
SPLIT PLASTIC BANDS - $2.20 Per String — 10 Bands Indicate Quantity and Color Below Size

| XF(23mm) | XCS(2.8mm) | XCL(3.1mm) | XB(4.0mm) | X3(4.5mm) | Subtotal
CLOSED BANDS MEMBERS ONLY

| Size A (2,.20mm): Gold-breasted Cutthroat Finch. Size G (3.20mm): Magpie Mannikins,
| Waxbill, Orange-checked Waxbill, Owl 4 Siberian Goldfinch, small Tanagers.
l Finch, Red-eared Waxbill, Strawberry Size D (2.75mm): Blue-faced Parrot

Finch, small waxbills. Fineh, Gouldian Finch Chestnut- Size J (3.4mm): Pekin Robin, Silver-

breasted & most manikins, most eared Mesias, small softbills.
| Size B (2.38mm): Black-cheeked Parrot Finches, Pintailed Nonpareil, . =
Waxbill, Cordon Bleu, Cuban mast Twinspots, American Zebra Size K (3.50mm): lava Rice Birds,
Melodious Finch, Fire Finch, Olive Finch, Peales Parrot Finch, Red-crested Cardinal, Saffron Finch,
| Finch, Rufus-backed Mannikin, Ti Shama Thrush.
lzrt:ra e VR LT Size E (2.95mm): Black-crested Finch,
g Diamond sparrow, European Size L (4.30mm): Diamond Dove,

|5ize €{(2.55mm}: Violet Eared & Blue  Greenfinch, Golden Song Sparrow,  Mousebird, small doves, quail.
| Capped Wasbills, Cherry Finch Nuns, Peter’s Twinspot, Siskins, Spice

Bronze-winged Mannikin, Green/Gray Finch, European Goldfinch, European  Size M (4.40mm): Leaf Birds, Pagoda
Singing Finch, Pytilas, Red-headed &  Zebra. Mynah, Superb Starlings,

Forbes Parrot Finch, Silverbills, star ~ Check NFSS website for

Plrteh et ch aosite ik closed band availability & colors of plastic. NFSS.org
ALUMINUM BANDS - $4.00 Per String — 10 Bands Indicate Quantity and Color Below Size

A B | C D E G H | K L M | Subtotal

*HANDLING FEE MUST INCLUDE IN ALL ORDERS

Under $40.00 =$ 3.00 $61.00-$100.00 =$ 8.00
$41.00 - $60.00 = $ 5.00 $101.00- $300.00 = § 10.00

**POSTAL INSURANCE — OPTIONAL

$00.01-$50.00 =$1.70 $200.01 —and up =$4.60
$ 51.00 - $100.00= 8 2.15 $300.00- $5,000.00= $5.55

Subtotals:

*Handling:

**Insurance:

$100.00 - $200.00 = $2.60 plus .95 for each additional $100.| Final Total:

Name: NFSS Membership #:

Address:

City/State/Zip Code:

Phone #: ( ) Email Address:

MAIL TO: Paula Hansen, 2234 Juneau Court South, Salem, Oregon 97302

PHONE: (503) 581 — 8208 EMAIL: phhansen@earthlink.net

CHECK PAYABLETO: NFSS
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Jpeciolcy Breeders of
Lady Gouldian Fincher

VISIT THE WWW.FABULOUSFINCH.COM ONLINE STORE!

Offering the finest Lady Gouldian Finches, and a complete line of
bird care products from:

|:' A

Mawnéng BIRD PRODUCTS

BIRD CARE PRODUCTS

Including: Including:
Hearty Bird — Vitamin & Mineral Dietary Supplement Calcivet — Liquid Calcium Supplement
Feather Fast — Molting Formula SCATT — Air Sac Mite Treatment
Breeders Blend — Breeding Bird Formula Doxyvet — Broad Spectrum Antibiotic
Thrive — Nutrient Supplement for Sick Birds Spark Electrovet — Electrolytes & Carbs
Miracle Meal — Protein & Vitamin Enriched Soft Food NeoCare — Hand Rearing Food

Tyrlo Beaks \yinry's
HHerb Seilcicl™

Enahlo youer hird's ability tn seif-medicate

o
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And Gouldian Related Merchandise Including Books and Apparel.

(877) 346-2433 Sales@FabulousFinch.com (877) FINCH-FF
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21 Oakcrest Rd
S. Weymouth, MA 02190

The EuroCage™ is based on a
design used by many European
bird breeders. The cages can
be used singly or in stacks of
three high, covering an entire
wall or room. The cages are
light, sturdy, have powder-
coated fronts and durable white
plastic sides. These opaque
sides are an important part of
successful breeding; they sepa-
rate the pairs so they can hear
each other without seeing each
other. Each unit can be
equipped with a fluorescent
light to show the birds to their
best advantage. Nestboxes can
be placed on a platform inside
the cages which assures that
banks of cages can be neatly
fitted together. The design of
the cage allows for maximum
hygiene with minimum effort,
and the high quality aluminum
tubing is designed for a lifetime
investment. Any questions...

Call 1.800.456.6780

First Class Mail
U.S. Postage PAID
Permit No. 903
Topeka, KS
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