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Quiko

Now Available from

Orchid

Quiko products
Eqq foods, Food, Vitamins & Supplements
Sun Seed products

Seed, Treats, & Litter

lie
Canary Nests (wire, plastic, ferra cotta)
Finch Nests {wicker and woed)
Nest Boxes, Nesting Materials, Nest Pads
Dishes, Waterers, Bowls, Bath Houses
Artificial Eqgs, Candling Lights, and more...

We accept Master Card, Visa, Discover, American Express,
Money Orders, C.0.D., Checks, and Cash.

{only kidding-please don’t mail us cash)}

Make sure to stop and see us at the
6reat American Bird Show in Chicage - October 4-5!

www . OrchidTreeExotics . net

Call Jonis ot

B06-412-5275 {toll free)} or 419-825-2639
Faw {419) B25-2935% or e mail OrchidTreeExaticfact com

-for prices, information, to place an order, or just to chatl



Spring 2004 Finch/Softbill List

Floyd Barnett, Coliege Park, Georgia, 4064-768-0697
Shipping Available -10% discount for NFSS Members

Purple Granadigr s 330000y Gotddian Fingh e S450.00/r
Red-Headed Finch v e S100.00/0F While Breasted wrmmmssrs e $260.00inr
Blue-capped Cordon Bley -rrrrrmammneear S100.00fpr  Origle Finch 5250.007pr
Poter's TWINSDOL wrmmmre s s S1B0.00/pr  Superh Starling —erevessss s S800.00/0r
Star Finch, Red-Face e $HO00r  Watlied Slarding - s SA00.00/pr
Hed Munia (Srawherry} wersmmsmrmaoror $100.00or  Blue-Eared Stading - - $500.00/pr
Owit Finch $5190.00ior  Gold-Breasted Starling - - $800.00/pr
Yellow-Belied Warbil {Swee} —rmmrarema- $100.00pr  Gross Besk Siarfings —rwceseeceemuwnns S300.00/pr
Giant Green SINGEr -r-rmemmmmmsrmmmwemnns $12000fpr  Fairy Bluebird §700.00ipr
Grey Singer $12000fpr  Green Broadbill -eeerreemes e csssenes §500.00/pr
Masked Grass Finch — 5200.00fpr  Hooded Sisiin $140.00/pr
Grey-Headed Siverhill somrmer e $100.007pr  Black Siskn $300.00¢pr
Silverbi 350.00/pr  Saffren Finch $100.00/pr
Sealy Crown Weaver oy $80.00/pr  Black-Red-Capped Cargingls —-ermemerer $300.00/pr
Gold-Breasied Bunting - --5140.00/pr  Flame Faced Tanager --rrromerrenmnenens S600.00ipr
Red-Face Crimson Wing ~rrmsmeememmnn 342000/pr  Blue Necked Tanager - -~ SBO0 00
Cherry Finch $140.00/pr  Greater Leafbirg -rmemorer - S500.500pr
Fawn Cherey FIngh -r-rmsmsmnmmmmmmane 51800007 Lesser Leafbind -rm oo e S500.6pr
Shaftail Firch $11000pr  Grand Valley Manmkin s S180.00/pr
isabe! Shafi-tad - e $180.00/pr  White Spotied Mannikin cv s 5143 0501pr
White Shaft-tai $240.000pr  Blue TH 8250.00/pr
Fawn-Braasted Wanbill -meervcn SI5000ir  English Zebra $50.00/pr
Forbag Partol Fingh e s SIS50.00/pr  European Robin ceweemrossssmmmsrirns 830000y
Blue-Faced Parrol Finch - - 8228 OGipr Hed-Faced Mousebird - enr 5300 001y
Peales Parrol Fingh weenne. ~-- $800.00ipr  White Back Mousebird - e SIO0 00D
Red-Faced Parmot Fingh s 8250.00ipr Paradise Whygah -eesermmmssnnerncnnens $250.00/pr
Fintail Non Patiel Pamot Finch e S150.00ipr  Shaftsailed Whydah -veeeeressreivnnes 5175 00fpr
Yellow Pintail $250.00ipr White-Headed Nun

Parson Finch $180.00/pr  Black-Headed Num .
Fawn Parson 3200.00ipr Melba S140.00ipr
Cuban Melodious e $300.00/pr  Black-Chaeked Waxbilivrewerorremnncne $120.006pr
Diamond Firetall -« $180.00/pr  European Goldlingh - ~enee 8 TS, 00/p1
Silver Diamongd Firetait +emsversermmnneen S600.00/pr  Siberian Golgfingh - rmemerensnescoemermen s 599.00/pr
Zanibar Weaver $69.00/pr  European Greenfingh —ermmwmmmrmommcanssneane 399.00/pr
Masked Weaver $60.00/pr  Linnet $140.00/pr
Golden Weaver §75.000r Chaffinch STE0.00pr
Cardinal Quelea S50 .00/pr EUrOpean Senn waa s svasnsan $250.00/pr
Crimson Rumped Waxbill v 540.00/pr  Rufous-Backed Mannikin s 849.00/pr
ADYSEINAN CIEMSOMWING ~ e F100.00/pr  Painted Finch $700.00/pr

Coming Aftractions

Blue-Beified Rollers, Pied Hornbills, Piping Hornbills, Bearded Barbets,
tooth-Bilted Barbets, Viedlot's Barbets, Splendid Glossy Starlings. Purple Glossy
Starlings, Coflared Sunbirds, Olive-Backed. Sunbirds, Copper. Sunbitds ...

Live Delivery Guaranteed
Prices subject to change due to changing world market, availability,
Paymaent by bank check, postal money order. Orders sent USPS, Airlines.



NFSS Mission Statement

The National Finch & Softhill Society is dedicated to the

infroduction of the enjoyment of keeping and breeding
Finches and Sofibills to all intarested parties, enhance the
knowiedge of our members in keeping and care of these
birds, encourage breeding programs, and cooperate with
organizations for the preservation of aviculture in this country.

On the Cover. ...

Our fharks to NFSS President Emeritus, Bill Parlee, for providing this photo
of the first NFS National Show catalog cover to commemorate our Z20th
anniversary year. This was a folded 8 x 10 Kedak color print stapled as the
cover 1o a biack and white catalog. 100 of these were prodiced and paid for
by adveriising in the catalog. This was the first color show catalog cover ever
produced by any U.S. bird organization and was done o commemorate
NFSS' first show. The show was held in November, 1985 in Marrisburg, PA.
Cover photo by Terry Bunham.
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programs. We will return thent o you aBter use, if reguested,
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s v the editor, NFSSOor s Board of Directons.

Advertisements i the Joarngd are sol endorsed by NISS unless staled othorwise,  NEFSS
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NFSS President's Message
March, 2004

THREE GENERATIONS...

Our NFSS is 20 years old. Next year, we'll be old
enough to drink?

We're already old enough to vote and |
sincerely appreciate that so many members do
vote their feelings and opinions.

Looking back, if seems like the general life expectancy of a finch is
seven yvears. Therefore, we NFS83 members are now working with our
third generation of birds.

Because imports were plentiful, the first generation birds {1984-
1991} were bought cheaply at nearby pet stores - sometimes for as little
as $2.00. As NFSS drew together, it was not urrusual for a member to pay
a few doliars for a bird on Monday, show it at one of the dozen or so annut-
al area shows that Saturday, and sell it off or trade if to someone the next
week. We siowly began to talk about what made up a ‘good bird’ and why,
ete.

The second generation of birds, (1991-1998) became scarcer and
more expensive as international expeort controls, animal welfare con-
cerns, increased feed costs and national policies slowed imports and
caused the NFSS person to realize that if we wanted birds, we must breed
them curselves. The $2.00 dollar bird was now $20.00.

By the third generation, {1999 fo today}, NFSS has become one of the
major centers of avian welfare, breeding, husbandry, exhibiting and
TEACHING about birds. Our ‘newsletter has truly become a ‘lournal.
Because bird clubs are so well run, there are occasionally again the ‘in-
ciub' $2.00 bird, but we now identify special, 'difficuit to breed species’,
‘show quality’ lines, ‘beginner’s birds' and such. As we learn more, our
birds are healthier, better classified, better understood and more interest-
ing and fascinating.

Come on, fourth generation?

Sally Huntington, Presides t,; National Finch & Softhill Society



Dr.Rob’s MESSAGE BOARD Now Open!
pb é‘;“é‘u!dms; fjff.'“};l-
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bs proud o sponsor

D, Rob Marshall Dr. Rob’s MESSAGE BOARD

Tar s hewhall’s NEW! 1. Rob Musshall's comples line of
g HEALTH PRODUCTS
are now available in the USA, exclusively through lgf.com
PLUS!  Br. Rob Marshail's
Conldion & Finch

HEALTH

300 Pages of Pro-Active advice te finch healthi Piace vour
NESS member aumber on your order and receve a 10% discount!

Want to breed more birds!
Breeding cage birds can be much harder than we expect.
Budgies. canaries, finches and parrols can afl be
surprisingly difficult o breed in caplivity. Yet i doesn’t
have [0 be ke that, The BirdCare Company incuses on
highly beo-available aming agids, calcium, protein and
herbat extracts (o repheale wild diets, boost fertiity,
incrgase chileh size and improve chick health,

For the Complete fine of

BirdCare Company’s Products

wisit us today!

gouldia:; fﬁ;ﬁ}gﬁt

. .

Featuring prodirets from Dr. Marshall, BirdCareCo, Vetafarm & many more!
ft's Easy to Order?
On Line By Phone By FAX
Eubyeoubdianfinch.com 770-939.45 314 704148517
By Maib: 3389 Pheasunt Run, Stone Mountain, Georpln 30087
Towneng o aceeptod by cvedit card, cheel or movey omder.
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NFSS - The Beginnings
by William Parlee,

NFSS President Emeritus

Highlights of N¥5° First Year

Harristwrg National vesults with Conrad Meinert, Judge, Yanita
Molain, Judge, Willian Lumldes, winnen, and NFS President,

Hal Koomiz winy Fineli Pursuit contest presented by Naney Reed.

Leftr First color cover Nutional Show Catulog,
Center:
William Parlee.
Right:
Lower  First Band order form.

Phote 1 Bill Paviee

The first formnation meeting was in
January 1984 and included Bill Parlee,
Russ Armitage Jr, Kelly Dahill, Jerry
DAgata, and Nancy Reed. What we
were forming was the Northeast Finch
Society, prirnarily 1o gain some respect
for finch breeders and exhibitors. | pub-
lished a small article in the American
Cage Bird Magazine which was read by
Dr. Val Clear. He urged us o go nation-
al rather than regional. After much con-
sideration, the National Finch Society
was tormed - publishing its first journal

i April of 1984,

Within the first year, membership
grew 1o nearly 100 members - mostly
frorn the Northeast. My total focus was
to engage finch fanciers from all parts of
the United Slates. We se! up informa-
tion booths at shows all over the country
and within two years had grown 1o over
500 members throughout the country.
We set up committees for a Judges
Panel, Education Departmeani, and
Standards Committee - ang wrole an
original Society handbook.



Marchidprif 2004

7

With permission of the Board and
with the help of Mat Kooniz, Hraveled to
Caiifornia to hold a judges’ seminar and
a process to accredit judges for the west
coast.  Yhis process completed our
deskre to become a truly national organ-
ization representing finch breeders and
exhibitors nationwide. By the time of my
election to a third and final term as pres-
ident. we had over 25 affilisted ciubs
and a thousand members and began
work on g revolulionary new program
called Finchsave. Orniginal founding
members worked fong and hard and
sometimes even tock money from their
own poackets to keep the society fluid,

Within the first fwo years NFS
estabiished a journal. offered bird
bands. embraced the American
Federation of Avicuiture, had a Judges’
Panel of 20 judges with an apprentice-
ship program. produced g Handbook. a
Finchshop. affiiated bird clubs, and cre-
ated a bird breeding and awards pro-

gram. In 1986 NFS associated with the
Naticnai Cage Bird show holding its first
truly pational show in Chicago. In 1887,
upon the wging of many. we became
the National Finch and Softbill Society.

Through the years Presidents Bill
Parlee. Brenda Geesey, Steve Moppin,
Frank Hudson. Ron Castaner. Dale
Laird. and Sally Huntington have guided
the society for the benefit of members
with few politics and a great concern for
finches - propagation and conservation
in a world of ever lessening species.
Cne of the newest accomplishments of
the Scciety has been the new website -
www.nfss org. The National Finch and
Scofibill Society is what it is today due
the hard work of many members loo
numerous fo mention. The iate Dr. Vat
Ciear and the late Philip Shaw, among
cthers. have been awarded the
Founders Award for accomplishment in
Aviculture and their hard work on our
Society's behalf.

To Vince & Sally Huntington - Pet Finches

Wanted to write quickly and commend
you, Vince and Sally. for your hand fesding
inserts in recent magazine issues. | have
been raising birds for 20 years and last May
| handfed a little zabra. | never took time
hefore.  dmmy-Jmmy is the spark of our
family. He flies to me when | clap my hands
and says. "um-hmmm” gl the tme since
always said that as he was eating. He loves
to be surprised and | always act like § will
watk away from him and tum guickly yeliing
"BOO" he flies o me cussing ecstatically. 1
have nine younger siblings and out of the
hundreds of birds here. when they coma,

they run into the house fo see him first, He
gats treats from everyones hands and rings
his fittle bells when we arent paying him
encugh attention. He is A PART OF MY
FAMILY. and your handfeeding strategies
and advice are surely worth recognition so
that others will fal in love with finches in a
more personai way as | have. Feel free to
pass this on and even put it in the journal if
you would,
Jason Beck
Biue Lagoon 8ird Co.
Avian Conservation Advancements

Lig you have a commeni. question. or spggestion for NFSS that you would ke to share with ofh-
ers? Send vour thoughts 10 Martie Lousier (uddress listed on Officers pagel.  Nething will be
printed without priov approval from the author and where indicated. [ will fry to ger o
respovselanswer from the appropriate NFSS Officer prior to pablication.



in the last column. § referred 0 some
changes that were coming about in the FSS
Program Guidelines and Require-ments. |
have received only favorable comments
about these changes. Everyone has been
extremnely supportive and encouraging.
Several of our members have requested for
e fo publish the FSS participanis’ names
and the species that have been registered,
so | will do s0 in this edition. Most felt that
this would give others encouragement o
enter their particular species inte the pro-
gram where that species was not repre-
sented or that several participants with the
same species could readily give support to
each other. Some F3S8 members desire to
remain anonymous and they wil remain as
such per the 38 Guidelines. | will. howev-

Happenings:
Finch and Softbill
Save/Census

by Randy Taylor

NF&S 3rd Vice President

er. inciude the species and numbers of
birds that the anonymous members have
registered. We even have some NFSS
members that have sent in membership
fees in & purely supportive role and have
not registered any species into the pro-
gram. in looking back at some of the past
publications of the F38 program. | guickly
noticed that the practice of publishing the
participants and species was quile fre-
guent. | also noticed that in the past, some
species were placed on ‘priority’ lists. This
is alse something that our members have
asked 10 have and the FSS committee will
be warking toward this goal for our current
shuation and the resuits will be reported
tater in this regudar FS3 column.

As of February 1. 2004, we have the following numbers to report:

Particinants: 31

Species: 50

Specimens: 598

Nizarn Ali - South American Seed-eater
Lary Baum  Violet-eared Waxbills
Chrislopher
McCaffrey-Boss  Tirmor Zebra Finches
Doti Browning  Forbes Pasrot Finches
Harry Bryant

PairtedFinches. Chestnut-breasted Mannikins. Masked grass-

finches. Forbes Parrot Finches

Christina Eichner
Kim Ettleman

Parson Finches

Star Finches. Bronze-wing Mannikins, indian Silverbifls, Owi

finches, Orange-cheeked Waxbifls

James Falix
Clara Gontero
Pauia Hansen

Clint Harris
Sally Huntington

Turquoise Tanagers

Dizgmong Fire-tails
Pekin Robins

Cutthroat Finches. Heck's Grassfinches. Star Finches, Owi Finches

Black Hooded Red Sisking
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Cameron Key
John Kilmer
Cathy Mackay

Sergio Marrare
Lisa Miller
Robert Mehi

Lisa Murphy

Detoy Pack
Jass Power
Raspberry
Robert Schraidt
Fumi Takeda

Randy Taylor

Fatrick Vance
Douglas White
#1831-F33-6

# 484-F55-8
# 3780-F55-21

Supporter

Superb Starlings

Heck's Grassfinches. Forbes Parrot Finches. Rufous-bellied
Nltavas. Yellow-legged Honeycreepers. Siiver-eared Mesias.
Pekin Robins, Forbes Parrot Finches, White-rumped Shamas
Cuban Melodious

Owi Finches, Red-headed Parrof Finches, Parson Finches
Blue-capped Cordon Bieu. Red-headed Parrot Finches. Blue-
faced Parrot Finches. Owl Finches, Star Finches

Swee Waxbills. Crimson-rumped Waxbills, Fawn-breasted
Waxbills, Red-cheeked Cordon Bleus, Dybowski Twinspots.
Peter's Twinspots. Strawberry Finches. Blue-capped Cordon Bleus
Supporter

Violet-eared Waxbills

Timor Zebra Finches

Owi Finches

Blue-breasted Cordon Bleus. Grey Singing Finches. Saffron
Finches, Madagascar Green Singing Finches. Green Singing
Finches. Gold-breasted Waxbills. St MHelena Waxbills. Red-headed
Parrot Finches

Violet-eared Waxbills. Brie-capped Cordon Bleus, Red-billed Fire
Finches. Black-crowned Waxbills, St. Helena Waxbills. Peter's
Twinspots. Black-cheeked Waxbills. Crimson-rumped Waxbills
Pumle Grenadiers. Blue-capped Cordon Bleus. Meiba Finches
Red-cheeked Cordon Bleus

Red-headed Parrot Finches. Strawberry Finches, Purple
Grenadiers. Dybowski Twinspots, Cherry Finch. Black-capped
Waxhills

Sitver-eared Mesias

Blue-billed Fire Finches. Orange-cheeked Waxbilis, Blue-capped
Cordon Bieus. Peters Twinspols

Owl Finches and Biue-capped Cordon
Bleus tead the way with five participants
each. Forbes Parrot Finches and Red-
headed Parrot Finches are in a close third
and fourth place with four participants each.
There are four participants that tie with the
number of eight registered species. The
participant with the largest registration has
entered 73 birds and there are several par-
ficipants with 2 birds entered. | am very

Pty

encouraged by the number of participants
ang the number of species that we have
represented in the program. | balieve that
we have a very strong fool-hold and we
also have the overwhelming support of the
NFSS Board of Directors. Things can only
get better for our future if we persevere and
we will continue to grow in our joint endeav-
or of saving finches and softbills.

Randy Taylor, NFSS 3rd Vice President,
Finch and Softhill Save Program (FSS} and Census Manager



Tennessee Valley Exotic Bird Club
16th Annual

and First

BIRD SHOW
May 1st & 2nd

Largest selection of exofic birds, cages, toys, and other supf}hes%
Show Saturday only, with
NAPS, NCS, & NFSS Divisions

Located atl:

Knoxville Expo Center

At Merchants Town Shopping Center in

Northwest Knoxville
(iniersecizmt Clinton Hwy & Merchants Dr)

NESB &N f\?S JUDGE - CECH GUNBY
NCS HIDGE - DON DUNN

Show Tags may be obtained Friday Evening hetween
6:00 pm and %00 pm
Also Saturday Moring between
6000 am and 9:06 am

SHOW WILL BEGIN PROMPTLY 40 W8 A,
{Separate crry form:s are reyuired for each division)
For mote information, Contact: Terri Barow - {8633 348-1966



PENNSULA Peninsula Caged Bird Society’s

»

Bird Festival
Show and Mart

Saturday, June 127, 2004
9 am to 4 pm

Columbian Center - 12742 Nettles DPrive - Newport News, Va.
From [-64 take exit 256A, Tum Right on Oyster Poiot. Ture Left on Nettles Drive
Cieneral Adnussion § 2.00

o Gudging in Nationat Finch und Sofibill Socicty, Saciory of Parrot Breeders and Pxhibitors
fnternationa! Parrotlet Society, and Nattona] Cockatic] Society (Class A

Al divisions have Pet Scctions

Jadges are: Josh Maple INCS) and Miki Sparzak (NFSS. SPBE and 1PS;

Birds. Supplics, and Tovs fur Sale in Mur area

Hage Raftle Area

Special Show Raffle

Free FEducatiopal Mini Seminars

Pleaty of Free Parking

Snack Bar on Site

L N I I B B B B )

For more information access the ¢lub website at www vaneninsulacapedbirdsocicty org

Hotel Accommodations - The Comfort Fan - Newport News, Va.
{2330 Jefferson Avenue, Nowport News, Va.

$59.030 per night

{nchudes Continental Broakfast

Room Seevice furnished by Outback Steak House
Complementary Hotel Shuttle from the Hotel to and from the
Show Hall and the Newport News Airport

L I I ]

For Reservations go to!

http i www newporttiewscomton com or This {sa Bird
Cal (8007 36R-2477 muention Codes PCBS Friendly Holel

Chuly Contact Information
Show Information Mars Information

SPBE and NFSS; Chris Fairchild Deb Wilson

(7571 26R-1RET or redezebrasofoz com {757 24741 A8 or dwilsonTRe sl ooin
NC'S: Jule Mitchel Freien Thamas

{7TAT) ROR-K397 or ghmadeox.not {787y 86 T-K161 or helethemusiuol com




Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc. (WCBC)

Cth Annual Slow

to be held on

Saturday, June 26th, 2004

RAMADA INN

500 South Koeller - Oshkosh, Wi 54902
Phone: 920-235.3700

FOUR DIVISIDNS:

SPBE fudged by Dennis Lewis
ACS Judged by Ken ('Steen
NFSS Judged by Dennis Lewis
Plus 2 ABS shows Judged back-to-back, same day
ABS Judge Loulse Loepke
ABS Judge Walter Loepke

Hotel Rooms: $49/ea (single or double)
Banguet: $17/per person (children under 12, $8.50)

Questions: Contact 8ernie Rahmiow at (920) 231-8606




The New York
Finch & Type Canary Club

(Supports the Goals of Both NFSS & AFA)

We meet the second Sunday of every month (Except July &
August) and have a Feather Show in June (for young bred

& banded birds) and a large Annual Show in October. Our
President 1s an NFSS Judge and we have many outstanding
breeders in our group. For friendship, fun, & education,
join us,

Ceontact: Stan (718) 967-6899 (barstand(@aaahawk.com)
Nizam (Pres.) (718) 835-8590

BIRD CAGES and SUPPLIES

ALL PURPOSE CAGES « FLIGHT CAGES « STACKING CAGES
NESTS « NETS « STANDS, LEGS « FEED DISHES, CUPS
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Our Feathered
Friends’ Feathers

by Michael Marcotrigiano,
NFSS Science Editor

**All Rights Reserved™

Pomust admit that the thought of
feather evolution hardly comes o ming
when | am chasing feathers with ry vac-
uum cleaner the day | clean the birg
reom: and when | rest my head on my
goose down pillow at night, | may be
thinking of which birds to pair up this sea-
son - but never do | think about how
feathers came about. For decades scien-
tists, while knowing the benefits of feath-
ers on birds. have wondered where they
fit in the scheme of evolution. Recent dis-
coveries have shed important light on
this interesting question. As is true with
most sclentific inguiries. they are sur
rounded by confroversy. Reviewing aff
theories is well beyond the NFSS
Journal, so | present here what is consid-
ered one of the more believable scientif-
iC opinions.

it has been with discoveries in the
tast ten years of fossilized primitive feath-
ers on non-avian theropod dinosaurs in
China that the dinosaur ancestor of birds
has gained one more fine of support.
These dinosaurs pre-date flight and
birds. making scientists ponder about the
reason  these structures evolved.
Arguments against the hefief that birds
evolved from theropod dincsaurs are
becoming less valid and it is with the
assumption that birds evolved from
dinosaurs that feather study s making
progress. A current topic that remains
urwesolved is whether structures found in
other dinosaur classes are feather pro-

genitors and if this is s6. did the “feather”
pop up at different mes in evolution n
urrelated dinosaur dnes. Affer reading
several papers. my inciination is {o
believe a single evolutionary “feathered”
fine desvended from one theropod group,
Future studies will resolve this issue,

To understand more about feather
evoiution. the chemical and developmen-
tal structure of feathers is studied.
reathers are branched filamentous ker
atin {a type of protein) structures which
form a cylindrical invagination around the
emerging “feather bud”. So. feathers
begin as a tube of protein. 1t is believed
that the recently discovered fossils show
gnough homology to modem feathers to
be considered primitive feathers. The
"eatly feathers” are found along the back
ridge. face. and belly of these dinosaurs,
interestingly. there are mutants in current
day poultry that display primitive feather
morphology which may hearken back {o
the day of primitive dinosaur “feathers”.
Such developmental mutants will be ot
ical to study feather evolution because
they may represent genetic and develop-
mental steps that predate the modem
complex feather,

Much of the conflict among scien-
tists discussing feather origin and func-
tion is that sorne scientists did not think
to study feather development by break-
ing it into stages that could be accommo-
dated by a sequence of evolutionary
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events. The “sexier” ine of thought was
to think of flight as being the sole reason
that feathers evolved. This narrow lineg of
thought hinders evolutionary study
According to Prurn and Bush {2002).
"Concluding that feathers evolved for
flight is lke rmaintaining that digits
evolved for playing the plano.” Instead.
most serious evolutionary biologists arg
iooking at a series of plausible functions
tike thermal insulation. thermat shielding.
water repellency. tactile organs, or
defense. These would not reguire that
flight ever evolved but would stilf explain
early function that predates flight. With
only fossk records available # is unlikely
that the eardy purpose of purposes for
feather evolution will be resolved. Prum
and Bush (2002} believe that if feather
evolution had been under strong selec-
tion for a single function. the develop-
mental plasticity we see today
would not have evolved and
the function of flight assis-
tance, which was
dependent on contin-
uous structural evoly-
tiors. might not have
occurred. They believe
that by studying the evolution of
feathers from the simple to the
complex. one can demonstrate
an increasingly hierarchical com-
plexity in form and function. They
conclude that feathers likely
originated by nalural selection

for & protein outgrowth from

the skin that did not becorne

part of the dermis itselll

resulting in a tubular follicle
that could continue to grow
cutward. Subsequent evolution

led to novel shapes. forms. and function.
Had flight not evolved. there is a good
chance that feathers would still have
evolved for other functions. That fiight
evolved is one of the most remarkable
evolutionary events. Not only does it
assist birds in invading new habitats and
escaping predators. but it humbles man
to see this effortless form of travel only
accomplished by humans with the less
elegant airplane. Flight. however. came
at a cos! for birds. since they have lost
¢igits on two limbs. They have adjusted
remarkably to this and live happy lives.
But what happens in death? The ques-
tion comedian Steven Wright poses
remains unanswered — "Do bird angels
have four wings?”
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Al Austrafiun and most parrot finches
are from European bloodlines!!!

Australian: (PAIR PR%CES]

Normal gouldians ..

xamond firetails

Fawn red rump digmond Hretails .

Fawn yellow rump diamond firetails ... 20000

YeHow rumped firetails .. 175.00
Silver digmond firatails L 42500
Silver digmond firetaily

(yedlow rumps-RAREY . BORLOG
Owd finches e 14006

Charey finchas

Fawn cherry finches .. - 15006
teabelle red face stars . TE0L00
Red face BIAI8 e HHEEG

Yeliow face siars ...,
tsabeflle yellow face stars ...,

Fawn tongtaded grassfim;hes IRV I A4 £
White grassfinches . 150.06
Heck's grassfinches JUUPRNUUPRY - Nt
Yeliow beak longtailed grassimches 125.00
Masked grassfinches

Sydnay waxbilis s 27500

Parroffinches: (PAIR PRICES)

Luiing biue laced parmotfinches
Biue faced parrotfinches ..

Red throated parrotfinches |
Heavily pied red throsteds .
Sea green parroffinches
Fintall parrotfinches
Forbes parrotfinches . »
Peales parotinches s A75.00

Africans: {PAIR PRICES}
Dybowskis twinspals s

Peter twinspots ... 160.00
Biack cheeked waxhbils 128.08
Swees waxbills ... 160.00
Biue capped cordon bluas ... 8600
Black crowned waxbills ... [T 15004
Goidbreast waxbils {domestic) ... 15000
8t Helenas {domesticl ... 125.00
Purpie grenadiers ... . 250104
Red faced erimson wings ... 12500

Asian: {PAIR PRICES)
Vienamese Strawberry finches ... B0.00
Chaestau! breasted manniking .

Taking orders NOW - Quantities are Limited!

Sharpii Chesinul breasted ...

Black throated munias (RARE} |

Madagascar munias (RARE} .

Moluccan munias .

Five colored nuns

Japanese black bmwr* an{f fed brewn
socielies {large, show quality,

Evropean bloodines) ... 1600.08-125.00
Longtaied rosefinches ... e 5000 Br
Europaan green!‘;ﬂc?}es - BO0Dpr
Siberian goldfinches .. 16060 pr
Pirdad parrot finches . L1EB0pr

South American: (PAIR PRiCES)
incadoves [PURPRRRS .1 111
Saffran fmches .............................................. 12500
Cubanmelodious 250.00
Crirnson pliated ... 26000 pr
Paradise tanagars .- 850.00pr
Bay headed tanagers .. . BOG0O pr
Blue neckad tanagers .. BOBO0pr
Blue gray [anagers ... .. 25000 pr
Grasstand saffron finches ... ... BOOG pr
Brazien red crested cardmals rreeee e BO000 pr

Canaries:
Parstienfrills e 28000 pr
Fioning - - 18000 pr
Lizard Canaries 140,00 pr
Red Lizards i 16000 pr
Red Mahagonies " ?’5 00 each
Red Factors...... .. 78.00 each
Raza Espanola ... L9500 pr
Yellow mozaic ... o IPERG pr
Garmap roflers |, .- 12500 pr
Yorkshire canaries .0 1800000

Parrots: {PAIR PRICES)
Scarfetchesteds ., 27508
Red betiied twrquosines ... 37500
Mormat furguosines . 250 {6
Elegantparrols ... 25000

Many colored parrots ..
Greencheaked conures .
Yeliow sided greencheeks
Black capped conures ...
Red fanked lovikests "
Pacific pamollels e

.. EEEEEEESEEESEEEEEE .S E ..

Credit cards accepted. Will ship - No USPS. Shipping via Aidines is $85-§129.00
Orders over $1000.00 will be discounted to offset airline shipping rates, comparable to USPS.
Khanh Tran - Portland, Oregon
Flease email first for availabifity: khanhbatran@hotmail.com
503-936-6636 {leave messaqge, slate pione number sicwly)
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The Violet-Eared Waxbill

Granatina granatina

by Randy Taylor

** Ali Rights Reserved ™

DESCRIPTION

Graneatinag granating s a rather sien-
der waxbill with 3 quite large hill and
strongly graduated long tail. {f measures
81/2 to 6 inches in length. A cobalf blue
band goes across the front of the fore-
head and extends info the upper lores.
Lores are black. Cheeks and ear coverts
are a bright but delicate shade of viclet.
Wings are a dull grayish brown with faint
reddish brown fringes to most feathers.
The lower belly and undertall coveris are
plack. Lower rump and upper tail coveris
are a deep shiny bright cobalt blue. The
tail is black tinged with blue on fringes of
the feathers, The remainder of the upper
and under parls are a deep reddish-
chestnut brown. The bill is bright red or
crange. The eyes and eye ring are red or
dark corange. Legs and feet are siate
gray or biackish.

The female is much paler than the
male with an overall buff appearance.
She retains the violet cheek patches and
cobalt rump. but her colors are subdued
in comparison lo the maie. However, she
is stit exceedingly beautiful,

Juveniies are very simiar to the
female bul are much duller with gray-
prown on head, face and wings - lacking
the bright facial tones of the adulls. They
do have a small amount of dark blue over
the rump. Their hill is black. The eyes
and eye ring are a blackish brown.

The young nestling has biackish
skin and long, white down. its palate is
fargely orange and its longue orange or
yellow crossed with a black band. The
palate pattern is of the five-spot type bt
with the wo fower spots small - or even

absent in some cases. 1 has blue gape
tubercles.

There are two races heside the nominate
that are not recognized by all authorities.
These are Granalina granalina siccala
and G. g. retusa. Very few differences
exis{ between the races, bul refusa is
smaller and paler with a shorter fail
Retusa 5 found only in southemn
Mozambigue and siceata s found In
western Angola through Narnibia to
northern Cape Province, South Africa.

DISTRIBUTION AND HABITAT

it is common or fairly common over
most of southern Afdca. It inhabits dry,
sermi-arid desert thor scrub. tangles of
thorn and other cover along sireams and
dry river beds. open Acacia and other
woodland. usually with thomn undercover,
and often in waterless country. It some-
times occurs on the edge of cultivated
land.

FEEDING HABITS

Feeds mostly on the ground under
bushes or in other vegetation. Takes
seeds of many grasses and weeds. ter-
mites and soft bodied insects. Often it
will hold a grass panicle with the fool
white eating. Goodwin reports that
immelmanns found that termites were
the main food during the dry season and
that they habituaily went without drinking
water for many weeks. They are one of
the most delicate waxbills requiring a var-
ied assortment of animal food at ALL
times.

SOCIAL

Usually found in singles. pairs or
small family groups. Often in company

Fiw Vioter-Eared Bavhill
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with the Blue breasted Cordon Bleu and
other waxbills when not breeding.
Breeding pairs usually keep within an
area of several hundred square yards
and defend this ferrffory. driving out
intruding conspecifics and others such as
the not-so-closely related Cordon Bleus
and any other small birds that might ven-
ture indo thelr territory,

NESTING

The rnale often will display with the
stem of a seeded grass head in his beak
during his couriship ritual - the female
often joining in with singing of her own,
The nest is usually two 1o six feet above
ground in & thorn bush ar other scrub. #
is rounded with a side entrance and often
has a slight "porch” projecting above . It
is built of green grass stems and lined
with feathers. The male does alf the col-

fecting and the majority of the building of
the nest. Two to five eggs are faid and
both sexes incubate and brood in furm
with the femais on the nest at night.
Young hatch in 13 to 14 days and fledge
at 16 days. They are reguiarily parasitized
by the Shaft-tailed Whydah. As many as
a third of the nests in the wild have been
found o have been parasitized by this
Whydah.,

SONG

The male has 3 twittering melodic
song which ends in fluling tones and he
is particularly prone fo sing at dusk.
Buring courtship. the male sings quite
frequently all during the day. The female
also sings. They have a variely of short
comtact notes. (Goodwin., Clements.
Restall, Bates}

When | first became interested in
breeding the African waxbill finches dur-
ing the mid 1970's, | lived in sunny
Southern California and had plenty of
room in my backyard for some outside
aviaries, | had bred several color varieties
of Zebra finches for several years prior 10
this. After | had finished the planning and
bullding of my aviary, | had five farge sep-
arate flights - each with s own section
inside a farge shelter. The fiight that | had
resarved for the Violet bars measured 16
feet fong by B feo! wide and 7 feet fall.
Back then. imported finches were a littie
easter 10 find and also less expensive o
oblain. { was successfd in raising a few
brogds of the Red bared Waxbill. Red
Cheeked Cordon Bleu. Senegal Fire
Finch and Melba Finch in this setup, |
purchased my first pair of Vicket Ears for
$85.00. The flight itself was heavily plant-
ed with different grasses, honeysuckie
vines and privet hedge: and also had
some farge “tumble weeds” in the back
corners. This was all prepared before |
introduced the Violet Ears to the flight. |
felt in love with their coloration and body
type first - byt it was their personalities
that did me under. | had studied all { could
find that was writlen about thern. but # did

not prepare me for their real beauty.
Being wid-caught birds. | had expected
thern to be as nervous and flighty as the
other waxbills with which | already had
sorne experiences. Much to my surprise,
they were the calmest finches that | had
ever owned. Even the domesticated
Zebras and Societies seemed fo think
that { was going to kil them every tims |
went in {o change out their feed and
water dishes - but not the Vidlet Ears.
Within the first few days after infroducing
thern 10 the flight. thay were coming up io
the front of the wire whenever |
approached.

There werg no other birds except
one pair of Siver Button Quatt in the flight
with them. | offered them freshly picked
seeding grass heads every moming
They would start eating the seeds before
b eould get my hand away from the wire.
No matter the amouni of grass heads that
| offered. they always seemed to want
mare. The male would often display with
one in his beak. After about the first two
weeks in the flight, | realized why they
wanted these grass heads so badly - they
were already bullding a nest with them in
one of the privet hedge plants!

The Fiodet-Fared Buchil
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Viclet Ears are very active birds and
these would fly around the flight 80 fast
that { could barely keep up with where
they were at any given time. The male
would chase the female all around but
naever really "catch” her, At first, | thought
that he was being overly aggressive. but
i reaily think that the female enjoyed this
activity as much as he did. | believe that
itis a large part of their courtship rituat.

It was at about this point that | gave
them somae feathers just 0 see what they
would do with them and sure enough,
they seemed 1o want therm as badly as
they did the grass heads. The nest itself
was a tightly compacted ball that meas-
ured approximately five inches in diame-
ter with & side entrance. They built it with-
in two feet from the front of the aviary
wire. It was made entirely oyt of the
seeding grass heads - even though they
had access {o a variety of nesting mate-
rial - and the nside was #ned with white
feathers. | could not actually see into the
nest due to the amount of feathers they
had used and they always managed o
put one over the opening iself upon
entrance or exit from the nest.

The time of year was August 5o that
the days were long and dry. | would posi-
tion the water sprinklers so that all the
aviary planits would manage lo get a
drink every two to three days, but keep
the nest dry. The bermuda grass and
honeysuckle were getling tall and | had
hoped that all of this vegetation would
encowrage insects to visit the aviaey, but
{ offered them free choice of mealworms
and also had several frutt fly cultures in
five pound coffee cans inside their flight
just s case. The mealworms were in a
large plastic container that had about two
to three inches of bran i the botiom. |
would place 5,000 smail ones into the
container gt a time. With the amount of
pran in the coniainer, the birds had o
search through it o find the worms. | also
offered them free choice of finch seed
mixture, cuttlebone, crushed eggshells,
fresh grass heads every day and bits of
apples or oranges two 1o three times a

week. Fregsh water was available in an
eight-inch crock dish. They seemed lo
thrive on this diet.

The pair seemed {o really enjoy my
company when | sat in the yard near the
aviary observing them. They would
exchange places on the nest and didnt
seem (o mind that | was sitting s0 close
to them. | really believe that they trusted
me.

One afternoon, | heard faint cheep-
ing noises that seemed to come from the
nest and | knaw that they had hatchad
out some young ones. Al this point, | cut
down on my observations 1o akow them
more privacy. This may have been a mis-
take. One morning, | noticed a bird that
was hanging half way out of the nest and
i could tel that it was dead. If was about
the same color as the female - only a lit-
fle darker in coloration - and my heart
sunk. | just stood there for a few minutes
and looked arcund the flight. There were
hoth the male and female flying around
and making a stir with very loud calling. |
knew then that # was one of the young
birds almost ready to fledge. | observed
them for guile sometime and neither bird
would even go close to the nest. | could-
't imaging what had happened o the
young bird. | decided to go in and chack
i oul. Much to my surprise, upon
entrance to the fiight, two Red Cheeked
Cordon Bieus were startied out of the
honeysuckle vines and started flying
about. There were not supposed o be
any other birds in the flight with the Violet
Ears. How in the world did these Bleus
get in there? | soon answered my own
guestion. The flight shared a common
side-wire with the Blaus flight and | found
part of the wire mesh had a slightly larg-
er space than the rest of the wire. The
wire that | had used to build the aviaries
was hali-inch hexagon aviary nelting.
The Bleus must have found this enlarged
hole and had somehow sgueezed
through into the Violet Ear flight | stll
don't know if the parents themselves or
the Bleus did the damage, but four young
Violel Ears atmost ready to fledge had

Fhe Viodor-Eared Wachill
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been pecked 10 death! | was just sick.
The pair never seemed {0 recover affer
this and did not go back 10 nest again.
They stil acted as a pair, however,
except for the nesting part.

it wasmt long after this that | got
homesick and moved back to my home
state of Texas and did not keep any
finches for a number of years.

Since that Hme. | had yearned {0 {ry
ray iuck with them again but work or fam-
Hy seemed to be an obstacle. Then,
about two years ago, | went {0 a local bird
mart to jook around and then and there
decided {0 start breeding finches again. |
had spent the last ten years breeding
bantam chickens. but something seemed
t0 be missing until | obtained the finches.
{ knew then that | really loved the excite-
ment and beauty that the finches brought
to ray life.

i took me a while working with the
Fire Finches and Cordon Bleus again,
but § finally got up the courage 1o fty the
Violet kars another ime. | found ang pur-
chased some from a repuiable dealer in
California and had them sent to me via
the 118, Postal Express Mall Service.
The birds were just beautifl zpon arrival
and very active. | placed them in quaran-
{ine cages and just couldn't wait to be
able to set them up for breeding.
Although. my set-up was now inside my
home and no farge flights. | hoped that |
would have a good chance {o 'cage’
breed them. | originally purchased four
pair but within the first week | lost all but
two males and one femaie. | thought.
“This isn't going 1o work - they need more
than | can give them inside”. However. |
persevered with them and the three sur-
viving Violet Ears remained in grest
heaith. All of them would sing aimost
constantly. so i gave it a shot and placed
the fermale and what { thought was the
best one of the two males together in a
box-type breeding cage in my bird room.
This was during the spring and | knew
that their usual breeding season coin-
cides with our winter. but { was willing to
give i a fry.

The cage measured four feet jong
by two feset deep by two feet tall, Two full
spectrum bulbs in four fool shop lights
are mounted above each of my breeding
cages and are on timers o provide 14
hours of direct lighting. | also have black
lights in the bird room. The cage was
heavily furnished with silk planis on the
end where the nest box was attached.

{ waited and waiched. These three
birds became just as trustful of me as the
pair { had years ago! After about two
months of being together, the pair began
10 build a nest in the wooden box that |
had mounted on the outside of the flight.
They really went after the fresh seeding
grass heads | offered them. From every-
thing that f've observed, the grass heads
are a strong stimulus for them {0 breed.
They also use a large amount of white
chickern feathers.

| use chicken feathers that | gather
frorn my Bantam White Leghom chick-
ens. | "sanitize’ thern by puiting them into
a large container with about a gatfion of
warrn water and one fablespoon of
bieach. { let them sosk for 25 to 30 min-
utes and then thoroughly stir them all
around getting out af the visible dirt and
chicken poop. Once | am sure they are
¢lean, | rinse them thoroughly at ieast
twice and lay them out on & towel! to dry.

By my mounting the nest-boxes on
the outside, | had thought that | could
check on things when both birds were off
the nesi and they would never know that
{ had checked - yeah. rightl They knew
OK. but i didn't seern to matier 10 them
at all. One day i saw both birds off the
nest and thought I'd take a peek. Muchto
my suwrprise. the female had sneaked
back into the nest without me knowing it
and there she was when | opened the lid-
waiting on me. She never even moved a
feather, she just stared back af me and
wasn't moving come he™ or high water!
This really surprised me. | thought she
would have darted out of the nest never
to return. | did notice that there was at
ieast one egg in the nest with her and
decided to aot disturb them again for

Five Violer-Earved Waxkil
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awhite. | iried lo gauge the ime for the
2ggs to hatch and got i on the money.

The incubation period for Violet Ears
is 14 days. The day | thought they would
hatch. | had fo stay guite late at work and
rushed home to find three dead haich-
lings on the cage floor - Another disap-
pointment! | thought again thal this was
just not meant to be for me. But | wasnt
ready to hang up the towel just yel.

The pair did not show any more
interest in breeding until about six
months later when | noticed that the
female had been spending a ot of ime
inside the nest box. | had not removed
any of their old nesting material, so they
already hag one built. | did give them
some more sanitized white chicken
feathers and they immediately staried
incorporating them into the nest
Frequently, the male will bring a feather
each ime he returns to the nest to refieve
the female, so these seem fo play an
important role in their behavior also. This
time, 1 thought that | would et them incu-
bate for a few days and then move they
eggs to a Society pair that | had which
was af about the same point in nesting.
My reasoning included thinking that i |
coutd get some young Violet Ears raised
without any Hve food that it would make #
easier to raise some parent-raised Violet
Ears from these fostered birds. The
femaie Vioiet Ear faid five eggs bu! had
broken one by the time 1 moved the eggs
to the Society nest. After about six days
of incubation | cangled the eggs and all
four were fertile! | really had a good
chance this ime!

All four eggs hatched on schedule
and the Societies were feeding themt
GREAT! Then on the fifth day | came
home to find all four babies dead in the
Society nest. { hadn't really thought about
the dry seed that | had been giving to the
foster Socielies, bul 1 think that the dry
seed was my mistake this time. Al four
baby VE's had full crops of seed only and
no egg food at all. Although the Societies
had started feeding the egg food, they
must have stopped and swilched o the

seed! Very young nestliing waxbills can-
riot digest hard seed. Another disappoint-
ment! By this time. | was even more
determined thal | was going to raise
some Viotet Ears one way or another,

Less than three weeks after the
fermale had firished this last cluich, she
started laying again. This time | removed
the eggs on a daily basis and kept themn
in a smal covered container in the bird-
ropm. She ended up laying a iotal of
seven eggs until one day she didn't lay
an egq. She had managed to break and
eal two of the eggs before | could remove
them from the nest. Other breeders have
reported to me that they too have had a
problem of their Viotet ars breaking and
eating their own eggs. | do not know why
my birds do this as they are given plenty
of crushed egg shells and are never with-
out it. They aiso have cuttiebone and |
give them Caiciboost in their water.
Sorne hypothesize that they are ealing
the infertile eggs. Couid # be that they
are rying fo get more protein into their
diet? Whatgver the reason. my female
and/or male eals the entire egg and
leaves very liftle evidence behind.

| set the five eggs { had saved under
the same pair of Societies that | had used
the clutch before as | knew they would
feed the Violet kar hatchlings. 1 just
needed to change their diet - they no
longer received any dry seed! They now
got socaked seed that 1 sprinkied a litie
ProBoost Super Max over. On the sixth
day of incubation. | capdled them and
there were four eggs that were fertile.

in the meantime, the fernale Violet
Lar kept laying after only missing one
day {sure am glad they make Calcium
supplements!). This time she laid three
eggs and siopped but siill managed to
break yet another egg before | got to
remove it | did the same thing and
removed these eggs foo on a daily basis
and placed the fwo that were left under
another pair of virgin Societies that | had
set-up with Fire Finch eggs the day
before. Again the VE female missed only
one day between faying and she began
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another clutch, This time | left the eggs in
her nest and decided fo give them anoth-
er try at raising their own young.

Everything went along just fine and
on e day | thought the first fostered
clutch would hatoh, lo and behold. alf four
egys hatchad! Four days fater, the other
fostered clulch hatched but this pair of
Societies had already hatched the Fires
about three days before and hag
smashed them down into the nesting
material. Oh NO! | couldn't et this hap-
pen to the Vieolel Lar bables. | went
ahead and placed these two Violet Ear
hatchlings in with the first pair of
Societies so they now had 2 total of six
Violet kar young to care for. It didn't
seem to bother them at all that they had
two more mouths to feed. By the fourth
day after haiching the oldest nestlings
had tripted in size and | was beginning to
be able to hear faint begging noises from
thern. On the seventh day, ail six
nestiings had stuffed crops when |
checked them. Was | finally going to
have success even if it was with foster-
ing?

The diet that | was providing fo the
Violet Ears consisted of a high quality
finch mix called EM {Elaine Miler)
Spectal Finch that | get from Herman
grothers Seed in Detroit. Michigan. This
blend has a combination of 12 different
seeds and millets. The birds also
received soaked and sprouled seeds,
fresh greens {usually Romaine tettuce),
miliels growing in conlainers, dry 30%
protein gamebird starter crumbles, hard
bolled egg, crushed eggshells, charcoal,
cutllebone, fresh water with Daily
Essentials 1 Vitamins, Calciboost and
Saniclens, a flightless fruit fiy culiure and
between 25-30 small meatworms per
day | also use the gamebird starter as
my softfood for all my waxbills. | mix
three tablespoons of the gamebird starter
with two tablespoons soaked seed and
one half teaspoon crushed eggshells.
add only enough water to make # crum-
bly - which is usually about one teaspoon
or less, This combination is thoroughly

mixed unti crumbly and so it is not wet at
alk. It dries out gquickly so that bacteria do
not have a chance to mulliply in this rich
mixture. § make # fresh every morning.
The Societies received the same diet as
the VE's except without the dry seed, the
fruit ties or the mealworms.

On the ninth day after hatching, the
smaliest and youngest nesiling was
found dead when | came home from
work. It had food in s crop so i wasn't
from not being fed. | thought it could have
been something bacterial so | started
mixing a small amount of probiotics info
their water every day. Otherwise, | give
the probiotics on a weekly basis to all my
hirds. | have never treated any of my
pirds with antibiotics. Over time. expo-
sure to small amounts of everyday bacte-
rig helps the birds to build up a natural
immunity to these bacterta, resuliing in
healthy birds. As long as the cages and
feeding/watering utensis are kept clean,
the birds should be able to handle expo-
sure to an assortment of averyday bacte-
ria and be healthier for if.

All five of the remaining nestlings
were growing fast. | banded all of the VE
young at the age of 10 days with size 'C’
NFSS closed bands and this is the size
band that { would recommend for them. |
have never found anything wrilten about
the size of bands that are recommended
for Violet Ears, but that size works out
just great for me. On the 16t day after
hatching, one of the older nestiings
fledged and slept on the perch next to the
riest box for it's first night alone. On day
17, two maore of the older nestlings also
fledged, but the smallest one stayed on
the bottom of the cage. The 18th day saw
the last of the older nestlings fiedge and
the onty one left from the second cluich
fledged 16 days after # hatched. The
older one that stayed on the bottom of
the cage died on the third day after fledg-
ing. it pever got off the bottom of the
cage and was never as aclive as the oth-
ers. |t never even tried to By, This left me
with four fledged Violet Ear juvenilest All
four of these remaining fledglings
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seemed 10 be extremely small compared
io my Biue Caps at fledging. i could be
due 1o their fledging a couple of days ear-
lier than the Blue Caps. My Blue Caps
usually fledge on the 18th or 19th day
after hatching. The VE juveniles quickly
made up for this size diference. howev-
er, and were now begging guite loudly of
their surrogate parents. None of the
fiedglings ever returned to the nest after
teaving it - even though the Socleties
tried fo coax them to the nest at night.
The fledglings were quite tolerant of me
changing feed and water dishes and
never flew about in a panic as the young
Biue Caps and fFire Finches seem {0
atways do when first fledged.

About two weeks after fledging, |
noticed that the base of their beaks were
beginning to wm a fleshy color. it would-
wt be too much longer and they would
mouit their head feathers so that { could
sex them! Juvenile Violel Ears go
through a partial moult at around five 1o
eight weeks of age with only their head
and neck feathers being replaced by
adult cotorations. They do not moult their
rermaining juvenile plumage unill several
weeks after this.

it was sbout this ime thal | began o
feel sorry for my lonely unpaired Violet
Ear maie and began o search for a mate
for him. | received some good advice
from the NFSS e-mail #st and found
someone willing to "split” a pair with me
from a dealer that had some available.
Once | began fo think aboui getling
another female, | aiso started thinking
about the fulure and ¥ | was going to
esfablish a sirain of domestically raised
Viplet £ars. | needed more than two pair
as my foundation. { decided io purchase
the female pius another pair of Violet
Ears. This wouldn't increase the cost of
the airtine shipping: however. they are
aguite expensive themselves as far as
finches are concerned. | now had three
adult pair of Violet Ears. Although three
pair would not assure me of not having (o
do some line-breeding. | will still need o
get some different urwelated birds to use

farther down the road in my breeding
program.

A couple of days before ! thought
that the third clutch of eggs was going lo
hatch. | started giving the VE pair more
mealworms and made a special effort to
pick out the white newly moulted ones for
thern. The morning that the egygs were
due to hatch. | found two haichlings on
the bottom of the cage. | Irled giving thern
to a pair of Societies. but they died two
days later. Guess | wasnl going to be
successful in getling them to raise their
own young. Most Bikely | wasnt giving
themn the kind of insects that they wanted
to feed their young. | just dont know
where o find termites and would really
have 1o think long and hard about giving
them to my birds. | would't want my
house to fall down around me just to
breed some birds!

About two weeks later, the VE palr
began another cluich and again. !
removed the eggs on a daily basis. She
taid a lolal of five eggs this time and |
placed them under the same pair of
Societies that had already hatched two
VE eggs but hadn't raised any yet. | did-
't have any other birds fo use {o foster.
So, | ook a chance with this pair of
Societies. M five eggs were fertile when
i candled thern on the sixih day of incu-
bation. My fingers were crossed hoping
that this palr would feed the young when
they hatched. After 14 days of incuba-
Hon. four of the eggs hatched. | watched
thern careflly for the first two days to
make sure that they didn't get smashed
and that the Societies were feeding
thern. | aiso left the unhaiched egg. hop-
ing that this would help keep the
Societies from smashing the small hatch-
fings down into the nesting malerial like
they had done with the baby Fire
Finches. Every time | checked on them
they had food in their crops and would
open ther mouths and move their heads
side o side in fypical waxhilt fashion. By
the fourth day, the nestlings had tripled in
size just iike the first fostered cluteh had
grown so quickly. This pair of Societies
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had turned out to be great fosters for the
VE's just like the first pair. The young
birds were closed banded on day ten
They grew steadily and on day 18 after
hatching. all four birds fledged eary in
the morning. All of them were very active
and begged for food ferociously. They all
slept side by side on a perch next {o the
nest box with their heads tucked under
their wings for their first night outside the
nesi.

By this time. | was able to sex the
first Tour fledglings for sure and had one
male and three females. The young
males begin to get some dark rust col-
ored feathers around their napes and a
few black feathers on their chins at
between five and eight weeks of age.
You can also begin to see the violet col-
ored patches on both males and
fermnales’ cheeks at about this same tme,
Shortly after this. the malas begin o get
their dark chestnul colored feathers on
their breasts. This continues to expand
and looks bke a "V" on thelr breasts for
several weeks. All of them were begin-
ning to praclice singing including the
females.

b had been told by another breeder
of VE's that the young birds can get pret-
ty hostle with their siblings once they
had been weaned and the juvenila pair
bonds begin to form. They can even kil
each other! | removed the juvenile VE's
from their foster parents as soon as | was
sure that they were weaned and placed
them as “pairs” info separale cages -
placing the male in the same cage with
one of the fernales and the other two
females logether | never noticed any
aggression among them at all. The
young were seven weeks old when |
removed themn from their foster parents,

All four of these young VE's eat
everything that | offered to their foster
pargnts. They really go for the hard-
boiled egg and gamebird starter. They
also seem lo be particularly fond of the
sprouts that | give them. They come lo
the front of the cage while | am pearform-

g my chores as if they are inlerested in
what | am doing.

The last four young birds were con-
tinuing to move right along and at abowt
seven weeks old, | could tell that there
were three males and one female -
exactly the opposite numbers of sexes
than from the oldest four juveniles. |
removed them from their fosters at this
point. | ended up having a total of four
mates and four fernales that my Societies
raised for me from my one pair of breed-
ing Violet Ears.

One thing that § have noticed about
two of the females, is that they have
adopted part of the Society vocabulary
and sometimes call just like the
Societies, but they sing fke the Violst
fars also. As far as | can teff. they only
do thus while | am in the room with them,
{ hope that this learned. unnatural vocab-
ulary does nol becomne entrencheg iplo
any subseqguent birds that | might raise. |
have not noliced any of the fostered
males making these calls. so maybe it is
only a “fernale” thing.

When the young VE's are about
three months old. the females look much
ke an adult fermale but the males stil
have Kght buff colored feathers on thew
lower belly and underialf coverts and are
still 2 little "splotchy” on their lower
breasts. Al this age. their beak colors are
the same as the adults. By the age of six
maonths, the males have usually atiained
Tull adult coloration.

| have been in contact with another
Violet Ear breeder who has had similar
resulls in raising them by using Societies.
Fam aware of at least four other breeders
of Violet Ears here in the U.S. { am hop-
ing that we can trade some of our young.
domestically-raised birds later so we will
have unrelated pairs to set up for breed-
g once they altain breeding age.
Keeping their genetic background varied
ks very imnportant in developing a breed-
ing strain of Violet Ears.

My hope is to be able to get these
beautiful waxbill finches to raise their
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own young successfully and consistently
in caplivity and help {o produce a geneti-
cally stable domestic population. | am
attempting and hoping to get my other
two adult pair interested in breeding. |
have been giving them lols of smalt
mealworms which they lake almost
immediately. | have run out of the grass
heads | saved last Fall, so | can'l wail
untid Spring arrives and can pick some
more fresh green ones for them. The
mate in my second pair has been singing
quite frequently lately - even with me in
the bird room doing my “chores”. | will
foster any eggs that either of these two
palr may lay to the same Society fosters
that were successful with raising the first
pair's young. If there are no results with
the other two adult pair by the time the
fostered VE's reach breeding age. | will
most likely break up the pairs and try
pairing them with these juveniles. | will
nct et gither of the two pair of Socielies
raise any of their own young just to
make cerlain that they don't become con-
fused and wili continue to raise the VE
voung. Once {if) | gel some fostered
birds from these cther two Violet Ear
pairs, then | will attempt to let them raise
a clutch of their own.

My future plans inciude buiiding an
suiside structure that will house at least
30 singly caged pairs of breeding wax-
bilts with fiights for around 120 juveniles
and cages for six pairs of foster
Societies. Cumrenily | am breeding four
species of waxbills with no plans of
adding any species. All cages/flights wilt
have access o oulside flights and it will
be an all-season fagility. All of the waxbilt
breeding cages will be of the box type
and will be four feet iong by two feet deep
and two feet high - with the same amount
of space in the gllached oulside flights.
Al the nest boxes will be mounted out-
side the cages. bul inside the shelter fo
aid in checking their progress and in
banding. | am hoping that this facility will
hetp to dramatically improve my breeding
results with the Viclet Ears and also
some of my ofher species. | will give me
the opportunity to offer them a more var-

ied live insect diet which 1 think will
improve the odds of the Violet Ears suce-
cessfully breeding. | am aiso planning on
incorporating an autormatic watering sys-
tem in the new building using the small
bird systern manufactured by Ag-Select.
Once | get it completed. + will post some
pictures on the NFSS web-site for all fo
56e,

On another note. in addition to close
banding my young finches with the NF33
closed bands. | band them with split col-
ored numbered aluminum bands o iden-
tify families easily at a glance so | don't
make a mistake and pair up birds that are
refated. The plastic colored bands just
didn't work out at all for me and they
wouid fall off vaery easily from ali my
birds. | use a different color aluminum
hand for each family. In the past, | was
using bands that were made for canaries
and these were really loo large, but were
the smallest ones | could find, | usually
placed both bands on the same leg with
the spit band above the NFSS bhand.
This has caused some problemns in that
the split bands go down over the closed
ones just encugh to allow them to rub
fogether and eventually scrape off the
color and some of the identifying informa-
tion on the closed band. They were even
falting off some of my Fire Finches and
Black Crowned Waxbills! | have since
found that Red Bird Producis now manu-
factures a spt aluminum band that is
tabeled for “American Zebras and
Sisking”. It is approximately the size of
the NFSS size "C™ band and works out
much better than the former canary
band. | have thrown away all the larger
ones and will use these exclusively from
now an o identify the different families
withirt each species. They come in eight
different colors. You must order a mini-
mum of 25 bands of the same color and
can have two inilials. your choice of con-
seculive numbers - and even the year
stamped on the bands if you want for no
additional charge. They require the cor-
rect size of application pliers {0 apply but
are very 2asy {o put on the birds. | would
recommend them for anyone wanling to
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specially identify thelr birds in some way.  cated aviculiuralists working with these
| am very excited about the Finch  heautiful birds we are sure 1o be suc-

and Softbidl Save Program. The program  cessful af our endeavors.

offers finch and softbill breeders new

hope of being successful with their ¢ho- © 2002, Randy Taylor

sen species by having contact with other

breeders and to exchange ideas with

egach of them - learning and sharing

together. Aviculfuralisis participating in Bates. Menry and Busenbark. Robert.

"Finch and Softbill Save” will have the  (1870). Einches and Softhifled Birds. po.

opportunity fo contribute fo the domestic  152-183,

populations and al§0 to trgde birds 80 ~oment Peter {1993). inch n

that we can establish lasting domeslic g 170-474

sodrees for Violet fars and many other - PP ’

species of finches and softbills. | strongly  Goodwin, Derek. {1882} Estrildid

encourage everyone who is working with  Einghies of the Wodd. pp. 154-156.
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Many many moons ago, an old bied breeder {who has passed away now, wokd
me |would never get any mice problems if | kept a Guinea Pig or two on the floor of
my aviaries. I thought he was mad. A fow years ago. | did get 2 mouse problem. tried
all sorts of traps. poisons, ete, but the mice were too clever. Ther | remembered old
Berts advice and got myself some Guinea Pigs. Lo and behold, the mice moved out
tmmediately and | haven't seen them since. . Something w do with odours or scents
L think. . ust thought | would share this amusing photo with you

Phast & Comment Courtesy © D Kod Bergen, PR3, Edinburg, Scotland

Editer's Note: | have heard this before from various sources and decided to do
some checking fo see if there is, in fact any validily fo this idea. Mr. Tracy
iverson, President, American Cavy Breeders Association, told me that while he
“would like to think that cavies hold another duty in #fe as guards against
rodents...”, he had never heard of them being put to such use. Me said he main-
tains a large shed of cavies and has had mouse problems there in the past - gven
whern cavies were loose on the floor. Mr. Iverson saw no harm in frying, but did
caution that there may be cross-species diseases to consider,

Larry Baum, DV.M., concurs that cross-species diseases need to be considered.
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Br.  Baum  said,
‘Guinea pigs are
suscepiible to infec-
tion with many bac-
teria which may alse
infect finches. Kleb-
siella would be one
example. Likewise,
finches are suscepti-
ble to infection with
many bacteria which
may also  infect
guinea pigs. Main- )
taining clean water Phore Courgesy ©Dr. K. d. Bergen, PRD
dishes and a dry
aviary floor seem especially desirable in this situation.  Continual exposure of
one's finches fo a heaithy guinea pig certainly seems preferable fo continual
exposure of one's finches fo mice of questionable heaith. Whether a guinea pig
will, or will not, keep mice out of one’s aviary is something | cannot answer since
| have not previously heard of using
2 guinea pigs for this purpose.”

So - armed with the knowiedge that it
may not work as infended (although it
does seem to worlk for some} - here's an
idea to try for those of you who may
have rodent problems from time to fime.

it works for you - Wonderful! if it does-
n't - no harm done - I'm sure there are
many among us who would enjoy a
Guinea Pig or iwo o add to our pet col-
lectionst

Phote Conrtesy ©0r K 4. Bergen, PhD
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Finches vs. Softbills

I a recent imerview with Birdlolk magazine. NFSS President. Sally Huntington,
offered the fpllowing observations on the differences between yowung fluches avd

softhills,

Softbili cycies are faster then
finches'. The softbill cycle - from first
egg faid to juvenile birg independent
of parents - is approximately 35 days:
while the cycle for finches is approxi-
mately 49 days.

In general softbils have fewer
eggs, although similar incubation
time, (14 days). but #edge {leave the
nest; very quickly; while finches have
more eggs, and take longer to fledge .
For exampie. if you were 10 compare
two wei-known species - the Pekin
Robin {a softbill} to the Zebra finch -
the Pekin Robin iays 3-4 siightly biue,
motiied eggs. The incubation fime is
14 days and the babies fledge. partiai-
ly feathered. in an additionai 14 days.
They will continue to be fed by parents
sti#l another week. for a fotal of 38

days start to finish. On the other hand.
the Zebra Bnch will have 3-7 while
eggs: incubation iakes the same 14
days and the baby finches do not
fledge untit fully feathered 8t 21 days.
The finch parents will continue to feed
for an additional two more weeks. for
a total of 49 days stast to finish.

Generaily, in regard to parenting.
they are similarly good parents {there
are always exceptions). Both sexes of
sofibills and finches usually incubate
and feed chicks. and feach their
chicks where to find the food cups and
water. The diets vary greatly, though.
Zebra finches can rear chicks on seed
only. Sofibils, however. cannot rear
their chicks on seeds - usually need-
ing special diets of live food andfor
fruif.

THE BIRD & CAGE CO.
www.birdandcage.com

ONE OF THE LARGEST SELECTIONS OF BIRD CAGIS ON THE INTERNET

WE ACCERT
VISA, MASTERCARD
DIMOVER
AMER K AN EXTRESS

(2811420-2201

EARL & ELAINE WILLIAMS .,
3023 N. ALEXANDER DR. ;="
BAYTOWN, TX. 77520.%,

safes@rbardandeage com el

i
N}

v ',2




Jongragd of the Negjongd Finch and Sefthill Sociey

Frizzles in the U.S.A.
By John Gikas

**All Rights Reserved™™

White slop-
ping in at & local
pet  store  one
garty  Summer
day in June
almost two years
ago, ook a ook
in the bird sec-
tion - not expect-
ing fo find any-
thing oul of the
ordimary - just
your basic Zeb-
ras, Society fin-

ches, Budgies,
and maybe a Ca-
nary of  wo.
Upon  looking
ino the Zebra
cage, i noticed

this most unu-
sual Zebra hen.
She had feathers
sticking straight
up off her hack, her sides, chest and afl
over. She was the most unusual sight |
had ever laid eyes upon - unlike any
Zebra finch I'd ever seen beforef When |
asked the owner about her and com-
merted on her unique ook, he told me
she was just in a bad molt. He claimed
she was dropped off by a breeder along
with the rest of the Zebras in the cage. Al
the other Zebra finches were normal-
feathered, so 1 assumed the breeder
mustve thought this hen was a defect
that needed 1o be unioaded. Pve seen
many lypes of birds go in and out of
molts for ail the years that | have raised
pirds and | honestly have never wit-
nessed such a Zebra finch. So, | pur-
chased this bizarme little bird, knowing |

Frizzle Zebra Hen

This bird ix the foundation bes, discovered i o pet store, tHhat
hegan the development of the Frizzie in the 8.4

Photo Cowrtesy CChristine Kuiar

had in my possession something special.

Afer laking my new charge home, |
decided o search the web exiensively -
typing in every word | could possible
think of in the search field describing the
odd hen. | came up with nothing. [ then
asked various bird enthusiasts about her
0 no avail. Most peopie had never heard
of, nor seen, such a mutation within the
Zebra finch. | finally came across a few
who had heard of such 5 bird and | was
told this bird was nothing but an oddity -
a freak of nature thal was a very rare
phenomenon - and in each rare case, (he
bird had pever bred frue. Being a litile
discouraged by the information | was
given, | decided | was going {o prove o
myself and others that these atinbutes
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the bird possessed were inheritable and
not an oddity. ¥ 1 failed, at least | would
know for myself and 1 wouid still have a
unigue ocking bird in my collection.

After gathering some information
about this mutation, which was not rmuch,
| found out the mutation had a name -
“Frizzie". There are some doubls of it's
existence by a small few. | set off to find
out as much as | could about the genetic
make-up. | knew crested Zebras where a
dominant trait so | assumed Frzzles
would be as well. | paired her 1o a show
type black cheek Zebra cock that was
given o me by a friend. as | had long
heen out of Zebra finches singe | first
staried the hobby Yhe first clutch was a
disaster. All four chicks were starved to
death - so, | decided 1o foster the next
clutch to some very helpful Society finch-
es, who successiully raised three chicks
- no Frizzles among any of them, 1 then
et the parends raise the next clulch and
noticed they tended to al the chicks but
the pink chick with the red eye sockets. |
tater came (o realize this was a
Continental chestnut-flanked white, since
the black cheek cock was split for it and
Continental  chestnut-
Hanked white (CFW)} i
sex-linked. All of those
chicks turned out to be
normai-feathered  as
well. Between the pair
raising their own and
fostering the chicks out,
{ had many normal
greys and one
Continental CFW chick
from the pair (all normal
feathered). | was a little
discouraged and slarted
to doubt the mutation
and what | was doing,
so | started giving in ©
what | had been iold
about the mutation - that
it was just an oddity - a
freak of nature that has
never bred true. Luckily,
{ stuck to my gut feeling
and vontinued on,

Onee the progeny were fully mature,
b started phase two of the project in
hopes that the Frizzle mutation was
racessive, since | had produced what
appeared at the time to be all homozy-
gous, normat-feathered birds. | started
pairing the siblings together to see ¥, in
fact, they weren't heterozygous - carrying
the Frizzle gene. At this poind, | wasn't as
hopeful, since this would be the last
phase {or 5o | thought} of my project. |
did get a clutch of three and aside from
some loose feathers, they looked normatl.
S0, | put the project to rest in my mind
and evenlually transferred the juveniles
into & large cage with other juveniles until
their adult molt. | got a few more from
that pair and started pairing the other F1
progeny of the original frizzle hen o
unrelated birds since | no longer though
the rmutation was true,

COne day, as | ooked info the juvenile
cage, | noticed some of the young F2
Zebras, from the F1 sibiing pairing prog-
eny of the original Frizzle hen, had just
firished their adult molt and all their
feathers where sticking up off their bod-
les all over like crazy. | thought to myself,

Frizzle Male

This is a phote of one of Jobn s F2 Prizzle dales. Nowe the
Chiveda Sociers sitiing belund it - Johi savs be can't get

eroigh of thove frifft

Plstes Comrtesy ol €iikes
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"Could i be?" With careful observation,  inheriting the frizzle gene have produced
it was confirmed they were young  progeny that resembie the frizzie appear-
Frizzles, Ha! | had finally done #i As the  ance at first - only {0 iose the il as they
biood rushed back down from my head, | mature. | have ruled it out as a sex-linked
realized | had successfully bred Frizzles  gene as both sexes have shown these
inthe USA! attribites. |1 need (o pair these birds
together to see if the motation will, in fagt,

mutation is recessive - unlike the crested, ma?"*e“ fiself fully amongst their of-
which is a dominant frai - although there spang.

are more genes involved as well that | Now that the F2 Frizzie progeny are
am not fully aware of as of yet. The F1 of breeding age, | am in the process of
sphit birds paired with normal birds not  pairing them fo unrelated birds so | can
out-cross for unrelated
stock that | can eventual
ly work with fo establish
more bloodlines. | am
also working on comisin-
ing the Crested with the
Frizzie mutation - should
make for an interesting
bird.

i have estabiished that the Frizzie

Stay funedt

2 Gray Frizzle
Zebra Hen
Photos Conrtesy < John Gikays

NESS Member Joln Gikas. is a Iveeder of 10 years and By sworked with many of the
Gressfineh, Estrididae. Lonchura, Sofibifl, and Dove species, John is founder wnd
ovner of Pavvoilinclibancy aimd Finch _Sofibills Meivopolisan on Yahoo roups. His
goal aird divamt as an avid avicudlurist is o preserve the swe and funder 1o breed
spoctes gl conservanion and edication i hope of continniag o keep these pre-
cioes species Within the private sector of avicidimre for vears s come, } vou wish 1o
corcospoid with bim on the Frizzle Zobra finch or wny other topic having o do with
aviciftre he may be reachiod at jolimgiio prodigeoner,
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Exotic Finches
in a Sun Porch Aviary

by Nancy D. Ingram
**All Rights Reserved™”

Exotic,;
Finches are hike
hittle  jewels -

beautiful, color-
ful, and expen-
sive. They are
axpensive
because  their
importaton has .
been resiricted -
and they are dif-
ficult to success-
fully breed in
caplivity, In their
natural environ-
ment, they have |
adapted to cer- |
tain  condilions
over thousands
and thousands
of years.
Perhaps we
nged to more
closely duplicate
these conditions.

{ wanted to
create an envi-
ronment in
which they could
raise their own
young, fiy, and Torage for protein. | con-
sulted weather statistics for my location
and becarme aware that my birds would
not do well in an ouldoor aviary even in
the Summer.  DSeveral years ago, we
aftached a sun porch o our house and §
decided to incorporate this into my hobby
Finch breeding program.

A view of six self-comained caves
ot the Sun Porek
Ploo Comrtesy CNaney 13 fngram

My SUR
porch is 2% X
15, The only

available place
to put it was on
the west side of
our house. This
it not an ideal
exposure for a
sun porch, buf

different heating
§ and cOOling
problems  exist
for every loca-
don. I try fo
keep my sun
porch between
B0°F and 8r F.
This brand of

SN posch
: (Vegetable
Factory, inc}
has a rather

complicated
series of modifi-
cations o con-
trol the tempera-
fure {roof
screens, ceiling
blankets, piastic
wall paneis,
alc). My husband welded some roof
frarnes 0 which he aftached g green-
house ven! opening system. These
frames open autornatically when the
inside porch temperalure reaches a cer-
tain point.

We have one door from the house
inte this space and a door on either end
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of the porch. The first thing | did was
hang netting in each vertical window sec-
tion so my birds would see the clear plas-
tic windows and not fly into them. |
weighted the bottom edge of the petting
with iengths of hose.

I have six cages inside the house
connectad by passageways o $ix cages
outside on the sun porch. These pas-
sageways are made of 1/4" x 1427 weld-
ed wire bent to measure 2 12" x 3 /2" x
16" long. I've aftached 16 lengths of

used sandpaper 2" wide from a beit
sander on the "Hoor” of each passage-
way. The ends of the sandpaper are
held down with a clothes pin. fitwere to

seem to chew on most plants. About the
only thing they regulady chew on are
Carrot tops and Dandelion greens. which
| fry to have available in galion pots year
round. | piaced trees {bushes and vines
on trellises} around the permeter so the
birds would have somsthing to land on
and possibly nest in.

The plants are susceptible o af
sorts of rampant infestations in an
enclosad environment. | was determined
not to use any pesticides. One year. | got
tiny white fiies on some plants. The birds
would tand on a branch and a dust-ike
cloud would disperse. The birds loved
this infestation and I now grow some
plants just fo rmaintain a
constant background level
of these insects year
round. There are fruit flies

get too hot of too cold on the sun porch,
the birds can get inside.

My collection of plants on the sun
porch seems to be as challenging to
keep healthy as breeding Finches. |
chose plants that are happy at the tem-
peratures | can maintain.  {#t's too
gxtreme for African Vipiets in the
Surnmer. but warm encugh for Citrus in
the Winter] Most of the plants are in
pots on casters so | can move them.
Irstially. § tred growing vegetables whose
raw leaves are high in calCium and mag-
nesium. | didn't pay quite as much atten-
tion to plant toxicity with my house plants
because Finches. uniike Parrots. don't

Passageway from fnside cage fo cage on the Sun Porch
FPhota Conrtesy UiNaney D lngram

and aphids on the sun
! porch and iraise meal-
worms. tubifex worms, and
WAXWGITS.

i have two compost
pies in the sun porch in
piastic wading pools hidg-
den behind some plants.
This provides more than
enpugh protein for my
Fiches. | thought &t one
point that they might actu-
ally be eating too much
protein and flushing the
calciurn from their systems. | throw plant
debris. spent birg seed. sand. fresh dirt.
etc. in the composts. | have fo be carg-
fui what and how much | add to these
compost piles because the odor can per-
meate the house. The compost pies
support an incredible number of tiny
sprouts and small insects. | take a hoe
and stir each surface weekly. § have
seen the birds in this. but usually they
hop around on the cement fioor and eat
insects from plant isaves and in the dirt
around individual potted plants. They
always have plenty to eat and can be
selective about what they choose.

The average low temperature where
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i live is 55 at night in the Summer and
these birds do best above 807 This
brand of sun porch comes with & system
of insulation. vents, and screens io which
i have added or modified. In the Winter,
! instali the "winter blankets” in the ced-
ing. Since our sun porch gets so litlie
dirsct sunlight in the Winter, | added a
layer of bubble-wrap to some of these
“winter blankets” to help hold in the heat.
i glued closed celf foam over any singie
thicknesses of metal in the porch frame-
work and stuffed strips of # in grooves
around the windows, In the winter. we
have 10 heat the sun porch. | set an elec-
tric walt heater on 70° F during the cold-
est months and ry not {o let the temper-
ature dip below 60° F. | monitor the tem-
perature with a greenhouse thermormneter
that records the high and low tempera-
ture. These are available in large horii-
cultural supply stores and vary from sim-
pte mercury readings to digital displays.

Spring is the most difficult time to
regulate the temperature in the sun porch
because the outside temperatures can
reach 80° F. but go down below freszing
at night where 1lve. This is the time of
year the birds ward o slart nesting. All
climate control modifications for this
brand of sun porch are manual. My hus-
band weided large aluminum vent frames
to replace three of the small. manually-
operated ones in the eaves. | glied a
38" thick sheet of Lexan into each frame.
He attached a greenhouse g
vent opening mechanism §
designed for orchids and
screwed a Dox-like screen
over the opening. | aiso
mounted six spring-sensitive
vents in the lower door panels
ang in one lower waill pane] to
draw in alr on a warm day. |
compietely seal these in the
Winter, This brand of sun
porch 5 designed to be a
screened porch in the
Summer. | open all manual
roof vents and remove most of
the plastic wall panels. leaving
the screens, The winter bian-

Large alunainum veni frome w
opening mechanism
Photo Conrtesy < Nancy B lngrom

kets are removed and shades slide inio
place over the roof. in the Summer ifitis
160 F oulside. itis the same temperature
on the screened porch.

| put 2 fountain near the middie of
the space and surrounded it with plants.
The purmp is on a timer which goes on for
an hour several imes a day. The foun-
tain cascades over a natural looking form
that 1 filed with rocks so my birds can
bathe in it but not drown. | clean the #il-
ter monthly and remove any slugs | find
undemeath the fberglass form.  The
fountain gets an infusion of fresh water
datly from a drip system on a timed pro-
gram. | have a wall-mounted fan on a
covered heavy-duty timer that goss off
soveral times a day. Covered, three-
prong. heavy-duty thners seem to work in
humid locations.

| am constantly refining a calendar
to take advantage of optimal times for
breeding and mainiaining my birds. it
doasnl make sense in my siuation to
rush the "natural’ season that the birds
nest in.  They seem (o respond o the
length of the day and the femperature.
it's too expensive to heat the sun porch in
the winier much above 80° ¥, In January,
i start a lot of millet and transplant dande-
lions into gallon containers.

I've observed that i the birds are
confined to tandem cages, they always
“escape” through the connecting pas-

. -

T grecihonse
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sage 0 the other cage o gel away from
people. They don't seem {0 panic when
they are flying in the sun porch and | am
out there. In early April, | select four to
six pairs of different compatible Finches
t0 breed. | confine one pair of Finches o
a tandem cage (one inside cage connect-
ed by a passageway {o a cage on the sun
porch). £ach cage is self-contained with
water, seeds, cuitlebone, mineral/
eggshell mixture, etc. | remove extra
pairs of birds and single individuals to
another bird room. | hang white privacy
curtaing over the cages inside.

Over the years, I've tried o incorpo-
rale or iy ideas I've heard about This
Spring, | added & little wheat germ ofl and
cod liver 0l fo the seeds. Just before the
breeding season, | block the male in the
indoor cage and the female in the outside
cage with access to the sun porch flight.
This short separation cuts down on feath-
er plucking, harassment by the male, and
alows the fernale to fly around the aviary.
i scatter crushed egg shell on the cement
fioor,

{ try to make many conditions redun-
dant. For exampie, {o satisfy their nesd
{0 feel safe,

not only do |

“Thorn ™ covered §
nesis and tools
wsed o create
them,
Fhote Conrtesy
U Nuney 1.
{ngras

install "privacy curtaing” over the inside
cages, but {cover several nesis with
“arfificial thorns” {hair or scrub brushes)
to duplicate a common Finch nesting sile
in the wild. Currently, { am experimenting
with a sheif from which | introduce spe-
cialty foods, fresh dirt, nesting materials,
minerals, eic. Pve hung full-spectrum

Specialty Food Shel
Fhoto Courtesy S:Nancy D Ingram

lights over this sheif to compensate for a
percentage of sunlight that can't get
through the plastic roof. Fve connecied
my drip system fo rinse sprouled seeds in
a couple of plastic boxes below this shelf.
The options on my sun porch give the
birds a wide variety of food sources.

Nest Plocement
FPlote Courtesy CiNaney 13 lagram
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The Florida Fancy
Zebra Finch Mutation

By Robert Fairchild

“*All Rights Reserved™

A Brief History

There are severat theories as 10 the
origins of where the first Florida Fancies
carne from, but the best known source of
information says that the mutation was in
the mid 1970 in the State of Florida.
The original person to give the mutation
the designation of Florida Fancy was
Hazel Kipp. At the tirne, Hazel was locat-
ed in Tarpon Springs. Florida,

According to Mr. Garrie Landyy, the
markings of these individual birds were
the same as those of a friend's birds he
had obtained in Lafayetie, Louisiana in
1973, There have also been numerous
reports of similarly coloured individuals
over the years being produced in lines
that are supposed to have been Florida
Fancy free. 1t is apparent that this muta-
tiont has been produced in more than ong
tocation over the years.

The Art of Breeding

The way in which one goes about in
the breeding of a Florida Fancy {FF) will
determine the degree of colour in the off-
spring that are produced. It is imporiant
to understand that this mutation is inher-
#ed co-dominantly and, as such, comes
in two distinet “classes™. The two classes
that are available are the Single Factor
{(SF} and Double Factored (DF). The
class of offspring that are produced s
dependent on how the breeding pair is
set up. Also, one will want to keep in
ming the SF FF that one uses 1o breed
with as they wili ulfimately defermine the
colour quality i the DF FF offspring that
are produced.

One aspect of breeding the FF that
is often overlooked is the background
colour that individual bird{s} are bred
from. The background colour refers lo
the individuals in a breeding ling being
gither Grey serigs or Fawn series. When
you breed the FF through a line of Grey
individuatls. the SF version tends to slide
more to the darker side of the scale and
produce a more “dirty” looking FF and
individuals that took almost ke Normals.
When one pairs the FF into a Fawn. the
resfting offspring come out with a clean-
er and crisper look to them. The Fawn
series SF FF can look nearly identical to
the [3F FF - somelimes as much as nine-
ty percent. The females of the Fawn SF
FF Hing that | have produced look identi-
cal to a Fawn DF FF hen. The only way
in {glling sometimes if your birds are SF
ar DF is by their parents - or by perform-
ing test-breeding pairs and checking the
resuils fo a T-Square. The main differ-
ence in the SF vs. the DF male is that in
the SF they will retain sorme of the breast
bars and have a thinner ling of Grange in
the wings. The DF male will not have a
breast bar and also has a heavier look o
the Orange lines on the wings.

‘The Florida Fancy can be bred with
many of the other mutations:

Ok To Breed With  Not O To Breed With
Black Breast Black Cheek
Orange breas! Pied
Fawn Chestnut Flanked
Penguin White
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_ flight cages!

eve thing in our avzar’y_
as to be the best.wf
We trust Quality Cages,~%

$0 can you!'s
e Linda & KJ Brown,
Jeepers Peepers Aviary,

Divided Breeder Cages

The “Gold Standard” of divided breeder cages!
Three sizes available. Comes with both wire grd metal
cage dividers. Easily converts to a flight cage. Flip
sgreen secures birds inside when tray is out; trays re-
move independently. Available in natural galvamized,
or, white or black powder coat finishes. Can be stacked
on optional welded stand. Fully Assembled.

Quality Breeding Cages
Another tavorite of breeders! These cages have two
spring-toaded seed cup doors, a perch and two seed cups
mcluded, They are shipped fully assembled, and are avail-
able galvanized, or powder coated in white or black (as
shown in phote). Shown on optional stand.

Flight Cages
Quality Cage is famous for flight cages in many
sizes. Custom orders? No problem. Cages can be
stacked. Fully Assembled.

With so many sizes and styles now
available, call for a new catalog!

Quality Cage Company
5942 S.E. 11ith Ave., Postland, OR 97260

7 N
Toll Free (888) 762-2336

Strong double-  Long-fife :
clipped corers, heat-treated Sgggg';g??;;eg (S(B) 762”260 7

Safe smooth-  latches and ; 213
pale smoalh laches 10 4 casyceanng. - WWW.ualitycage.com
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The Blackheaded

Greenfinch
Carduelis ambigua

By Tim Roche

**All Rights Reserved™

The Blackheaded Greenfinch is a2
bird common fo the forests and open
scrubland of China and the northemn
regions of Vietnam. It was my associa-
tion with the European Greenfinch which
initially ted to my interest in the
Blackhiead, which is a close relative. As
luck wotld have it, birds were imported in
the mid fo late 90's which allowed me o
obtain fwo pairs. | have always ired o
procure two pairs of wild caught finches
when sourcing a new species, as more
often than not, one of the partners either
fails {0 breed or does not make it through
acquisition and acciimatizadion. As my
main interests were Carduelan finches
whose ranges extended into the colder
climates, and where my accommodation
and maintenance were iailored fowards
their need, | was z liltle apprehensive
about indroducing a bird from a more heat
and moisture faden environment. When |
first received the pairs, | was immediate-
ly struck as fo how small they were in
relation fo the size of thelr exhibition
european cousing, their slender bodies
barely touching 5 inches in length. The
pairs ware dimorphic, making the choos-
ing of partners an easy task. The males
wore a jet black head covering reminis-
cent of a masked intruder, with an clive
green body enfused with a litle yellow
towards the belly. The wing and tail feath-
ers were predominently black with yellow
bars and #iesh coloured legs and beak.
tens had the same body patterns but
had a mottled brown head covering and
were duller in the body, almost heading

towards a brown rather than the olive of
the cocks.

Unfortunately, one of the hens per-
ished not long after, leaving my hopes
pinned on one pair who seemed com-
pietely disinierested in each other |
decided to treat the birds as | did my
European pairs. The birds were main-
tained through the months preceeding
breeding on a hard seed diet that con-
sisted of 2 canary seed mix to which |
added a litte extra Safflower and smali
striped Sunfiower at a rate of 10% of the
volurne of the canary mix. Greenfood
was fed once a week at this #me in the
forrm of Romaine etfuce. At the start of
February, | infroduced an eggfood/
soaked seed mix that was greeted with
scepticism initially. The spnnkling of a
few saffiower seeds on top was the trig-
ger that induced sampling, and the birds
soon got a taste for the egglood A
sozked pigeon conditioning mix, to which
| added exira Safflower seed, was eager-
ly devoured, with even the bigger peas
being eaten. Mealworms were offered
hut never seemed to be a big favourite,
and even now are ignored more often
than not. | offered the birds an insectivo-
rous mix which was accepted by the pair,
as were Broceol: florets. After three
weeks of this diet, | noticed the cock
pegin to tum his atiention towards the
hen, dropping his wings with crown feath-
ers erect, and walking the perches whilst
delivering a nasally wheeze followed by
a canary-like twittering. They were, at the
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fime. housed in a double breeding cage
measuring 32in x 14in x 12in, s0 | intro-
duced a wicker canary sityle nest fo
which | had stapied small conifer {wigs as
cover. The available light at the time was
13 hours.

The hen constructed a nest of fine
twigs and grass and Hned it with animat
hair. The cock seemed 0 he exiremely
interested in the nest building. being con-
finually seen with material in his beak.
ang perching on the nest's rm. The
arrival of the first egg was laden with dis-
appoirtment, after a partially eaten shei
was spolled in the corner of the cage.
Viewing the nest's interior revealed the
hair lined bottom to be covered in dry egg
yolk. The second egg met the same fate.
leaving me with no oplion hut to fry and
rescue the remainder of the clutch and
try to foster them. As | arose early the
aext morning in an attempt to outwit the
egg bandit, | unseitled the hen, who
refused to go o the nest and instead laid
the egg from the perch onto the cage
fioor. No other eggs followed in this
clutch, so | decided to remove the pair
from the cage and place them in 2 smal
fiight in which | had prepared a nest site
with conifer branches and the same wick-
er nest basket. A perfect nest was con-
structed in about 14 days. and 2 cluich of
% white speckled eggs followed. The hen
appeared 10 commence incubation after

the third egg. and to my delight all
proved fertie after mid-term inspection.
The first of four chicks hatched on the
morning of the 14th day. and were fed a
combination of eggfood. Romaine lettuce
and the soaked pigeon mix by both par-
ents. Livefood in the form of mealworms
was again ignored - the birds prefetring
the dried insectivorous mixture. The
youngsiers were handed at ten days with
NFSS size £ bands and fledged at 18
days. becoming fully independent at a
month oid. The adull pair continued on
their breeding cycle. the hen laying 4
more fertie eggs which again gl
haiched. Unfortunately, upon retuming
from work on the second evening. | found
afl four young strewn over the flight flaor
and the cock on the nest rim wilh & beak
full of nesting material. This bird's black
mask did indeed conceal a bandit.

Since then. | have been consistent
with their breeding, obtaining 17 birds
from 2 pairs in'03 - ong heing a pied hen.
I am fortunate enough to have avicultur-
atists within the area who boughi stock
from the original quarantine releases and
fave thus been able to source ouicrass-
es in order o maintain stock strength.
feriility and vigour. § am now a far of the
Blackheaded Greenfinch and would
encourage others to find the dedicated
parent and endearing nalure that lies
heneaih this masked marauder.
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Photo Courtesy € K.d. Bergen, Phd,
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By Kateri J. Davis
141 Page Softcover Book with
12 Color Pages of Photos.

Completely covers the care,
diet, housing, and breeding of
pet and aviary mousebirds!

Only $24.95
add $3.85 shipping
(CA also add 7.75% tax)

The only book of its kind!
Send for your copy today.
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Pet Finch Report Card

Editor's Note: In the NowDec, 2003, issue of the Journal & part of the Pet Finch
Report Card included In Vince and Sally Huntinglon's article. “Mes! the Companion
Finch™ was omitted, I is included here in its entirety with apologles to all,
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EngishZebra, o | A 1B | A | A | DA A| A 614 C
Finch

BlueCapped, ¢ /1B ic | Cc|A|F|lA|A]C |70 C
Cordon Bleu

Orange-cheeked. ¢ | o gl ciB!r A|A]lC 68 A
Waxbilt

OwiFinch| B A B B G F Al AL A B7A

Red-Cheeked | n n D g8 E A A D710 ©
Cordon Bleu

BlackCapped) ¢ 1 A | B | 8 ¢ FlAlA|2]7]A
Waxbill

RedCrested. o ' g ig | A| A | F | A A|C 1525 F
Cardinal

 Red-FacedParot! ¢ | r i F | F I F | F|DID]|AI58C
E Finch

Copvrigls © Selfly Huntigion
*Only the males.
“*Most likely the males have this capacity {so far the author has only raised hens),

Report Card Key

0 = Seldom wilt do the behaviar.
F = Fainked this calegory.

7 = Unknown,

A = Excellent, Seems o enjoy.
B = Great - Often does the behavior,
€ = Sometimes, but not reliably,
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Keeping your show cages
in Blue Ribbon Condition!

By Darla Dandre
**All Rights Reserved*”

Show season is over and all the birds
have been set up 1o breed. Now is the
fime fo repaif. repaint of replace those
show cages!

Keeping your show equipment in good
corddition will insure a smooth prepara-
tion for the coming show season ahead!
The first thing that needs to be done is to
take out all the cups and perches and
cieanthem. Hyou have parrots that tend
to chew the perches while in the show
cage, you will have to throw the overly
chomped perches away and replace
them with new ones.

The second thing that needs fo be
done is to remove any bedding or seed
that has been lefl in the bottom of the
box. i it has gotten wel, it will be like
cement and will rof the bottomn of the
wood box out, so everything needs to
come out and the whole inside of the box
needs fo be wiped down with a damp
cloth and dried.

Once the box is dry, you can fake a
ook at it to see # it needs to be repaired
in any way. Some show cages will need
a coal of paint on the oulside because
they have been scratched during trans-
port. Some cages will need fo be paint-
ed on the inside. You must use non-toxic
paint on the inside of the box and you
must alfow it one month to thoroughly
dry. The color of the inside of the box
deperkds on which division you are show-
ing in. Most parrot and finch boxes are
painted a very light sky blue on the inside
to maximize the light. but any color is
aflowed. Check your division reguiations
to make sure that they do not call for a
specific color on the interior of the box.

Look for any broken or damaged hard-
ware. Check the door hinges to make
sure they have not been loosened. Add
a padlock or key lock o your cage for
added security. Very importantly, check
the HANDLE and make sure it is fas-
tened securely to the rest of the show
cage. H i is loose, you will want to take
it off and refasten it with some wood glue
and some screws. Check the show cage
bars and make sure that they fit securely
in the cage. You will have o replace
cage fronts that have broken bars.

Onge your show cage Is all fixed up,
put all the cups and perches that you will
need for show season inside. This way
you will not take a chance of losing them.
Put each show cage in a piastic garbage
hag to protect #t from dust and spiders
ard then store it in a cool dry area.

H you have o replace your show
cages with new ones, or buy more show
cages or show cage fronts, you ¢an get
new show cages from many different
vendors inthe USA. Goto the 8ird Show
Club Yahoo Group at:

www.groups yahoo.com/birgshowelub/
for more details. Show cages and their
parts are NOT SOLD IN PET STORES.

Each cage that you see is handmade by
dedicated bird fanciers all over the USA.

Keeping your show equipment in good
condition will make getting ready for next
years show season a snap and a smart
turnout with a beautiful show cage makes
a presentation that is guaranieed to
catch a aidge’s eyel Remember, ANY
bird can be a show bird! Plan on taking
your bird to a show near you!
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Raising Mealworms
The Easy Way

By Roy Beckham

*“*All Rights Reserved™™
Article and Photos @Roy Beckham

Life Cycle of the Mealworm Beetle

Fugs

Beetle Flies OfF

Beetle Molted Wores

x

T farge Worms

Start with a plastic or metal container -
amooth, straight sides to keep the worms
and beetles in. | use a large plastic dish
pan - ncthing special.
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£+l the pan with a couple of inches of Chick
Crumbies of some other high protein poul-
try meal. Don't fi it to the top. You'll need
the roors as time goes by

H you're starting a new colony or just need
to increase the size of an oid one, add in
your new worms now. Here some new mail-
order worms are unpacked. They're
shipped in crumpled paper.

Place some moisture food on fop such as
potato, banana peels, carrot slices or
apple. Put in the worms, beetles, pupae
and any dried up vegetable remains from a
previous colony on fop as i may coniain
eggs.

As the mealworms grow and shed their
exoskeleton, they wilf leave behind a
paper-fike hull. These can easily be blown
away.
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Te maintain the colony. just add some more
pouitry crumbles on top as well as adding
more moisture food svery now and again.
Eventually it wilt fill up with a sand-like sub-
stance {mealworm poop) and it's time to
start & new colony. Mere they have just
about firished some of the polalo added
earlier.

Tips

When selecting a moisture food, pick a fruit of vegetabile that doegs not have
a lot of water. Something oo soggy sitfing on top will promote mold. | also do
not ke fo use a sealing top as i will trap moisture and again, promote mold
growih in the crumbles.

Adult beeties can fly. To keep them from leaving the culiure, use a screen top.

While | have no evidence that the antibiotics are transferable from feed to the
worms, why take the chance. Use a poultry feed that does not contain antibi-
otics commonly used i many chick starters.

The growth rate of the worms is dependent on the temperature. Warmer
weather resulis in a faster growth rate. Cooler weather retards their growth.

Rotate several colonies at different stages of development and you'll have a
steady supply of worms

You'li usually find plenty of worms under the moisture food on the top of the
crumbies.

Birds often find the freshiy molted worms (white color) easier to eat since they
do not yet have a hard exterior.

Some birds also like the pupae and they have the advantage of not being
abie to crawl away.

Please visit Rov Beckhom s welisite af wawefinelt.cont in addition to olf the informa-
ton prosented here on ratsing meabworms, von witl find fats of other fnteresting focts. o
farge mmnber of triy inercdibie photos, and valneble aviclngaed infarmation and idcas,
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What is an NFSS

» Netiow

“Sanctioned” Bird Show?
by Darla Dandre

A sanctioned show simply means
that the local club holding the show has
paig their affiiation fee with NF3S and
they have hired an NFSS Judge. By
being an NFSS affiliated show, this
ensures that the entries wi be judged in
the proper procedure — using the NFSS
show clagsifications — ang that points will
be awarded to the top NFSS exhibitors
and exhibits!

The NFSS Affikation Fee is only
$25.00 per year. This fee includes & one-
year subscription fo the NFSS Joumnal,
privilege for the local club to list any show
and fair events in the NF3S Journal and
one voting batlot.

NFSS Judges are schooled. tested.
and serve an apprenticeship before
obtaining the title of NF3S Judge. They
alt follow the same judging procedure
and adhere to the NFSS Show
Standards for Finches and Softbills.
They are made aware of any changes by
Martha Wigmore, NFS35 4" Vice
President, Chairperson of the Judges
Panel - Standards - Research. More
information about NESS judges can be
found at:

nfss. or -
ExphiPanellk byl .

The NFSS Show classifications are
the listings of clagses set forth by NF35
to divide the species into groups. There
are ten groups or "sections” that make up
the division. inside the sections, are the
individually numbered classes where the
birds are entered. A listing of the NFS3
show classifications can be found at

hito:/fwwwniss.org/Depts/Jdgs-

Exb/Class/98class. himl
Al NFSS Sanctioned shows must

use the show classifications in order o
uniformly compare exhibits all over the
USA.

The NFSS Show standards are writ-
ten descriptions of the perfect species of
birds. NFSS has several specific species
standards and a general standard that
covers finches and softbills without &
specific  species written  standard.
Standards cover conditioning and confor-
mation ratics and point out what {0 look
for white judging. The show standards
are located in the NFSS Judges hand-
book avaitable for purchase through the
NFSS Finchshop. For more information
about NFSS Show standards go o

xbflntr .

For the top exhibits at an NFSS
Sangtioned Show, Points are awarded to
the NFSS members and NFSS close
sung banded birds. The accumulation of
these show points feads to further
awards such as Champion Exhibitor,
Charnpion Bird and NFSS Exhibitor of
Excellerice. Points are awarded on a slig-
ing scale as determined by the totai num-
ber of entries in the division. The more
entries. the more points will be awarded
for each placement 1% thru 10" place. For
a listing of past NFSS Champion
Exhibitors, Champion Birds and NF3SS
Exhibitors of Excellence you can go (o

hitp: fharenw.nf -

Exbidudge-MN himl

and select from the title box.
Accumulated points are tallied by Martha
Wigmore. NFSS  Judges  Panel
Chairperson.

Any local show can have a finch and
softbill division, howsaver, if the club is not
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afiilizted with NFSS and has not hired an
NFSS judge, then proper records can not
be kept. This kind of show is usually
referred to as an "OPEN" show. Open
shows agre greal for getling involved and
introducing people {o the wonderful
hobby of showing birds. | would recom-
mend that ALL focal bird clubs hold an
informai "OPEN" bird show with fols of
member parlicipation and expianation of
what to do and what o ook for. Have
mermbers fill out cage tags and fing their
classes in a show catglog and fi#f out
show forms. This makes the first show-
ing experence a lot tess confusing and
sparks inferest in the hobby.

The NF33 is divided info eight
‘Regions”.

See the map on the NFSS

and scrof down to find your region. Each
year, one iocal club from each region will
host the NFSS Regional Show. Although
not much different than a regular local
sanctioned show, this show is designed
toc be a special event. The NFSS
Regional VP shoutd hold a meeting just
after the show ends fo inform the mem-
bers whatl the NFSS Board of Birectors
has been doing and 10 take any informg-
tion that the members want addressed
back o the Board for discussion. There
may also be a special auction, raffie or
other fund raising event for NFSS as
well. These aclivilies are up to the NFS8
Regional VP o plan and carry out. You

can find the contact information for the
NFSS Regicnal V# in your area at
hitp: . I f

Once a year, NFSS has its national
competition in conjunction with The
National Cage Bird Show. The NCBS is
held in diffarent locations each year and
is genercusly hosted by local clubs. In
most cases, the focal club replaces their
yearly show with the NCBS. This grand
event iries to represent ALL Exolic
National Specially Show Clubs in one
competlition. Currently, everyone can
compete at the Naticnat — even begin-
ners! You do not have o guabfy at a
regional or iocal show first. The NFSS
Division winner af this show is narmed the
Best Finch or Softhited Bird in the USA.
Ad the Division winners at the NCEBS are
then are judged against each ciher in
competition for “The Scanne#l Award”
which represents the champion of cham-
pions and the Best bird in the USA as
well as the Best in Show! To find out
more information on The National Cage

Bird Show check cut www.achs org .

Bird showing is a greatl hobby and §
encourage everyone to attend an NFSS
sanctioned show near you! To locale an

more and more shows for 2004 are
added lo this listt

Good cki Hope you win the blue rib-

Attention Bird Club Members!
Does your Bird Club need to

RAISE FUNDS?

We will donate our fine art poster

Nature’s Jewels

for your next fund raising event!

We know that bird clubs are the backbone of
American Aviculture. We alsc know that fund raising is
a constant battle for most clubs. If you nead help with
your fund raising efforts. please email or write

ladygouldianfinch.com
538% Pheasant Run, Stone Mountain, Ga. 30087



Qur Mission...

To provide quality products and services at
affordable prices.

We provide cages, nest boxes, and a complete ine of auxiliary supplies
for the serious breeder...
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NFSS 1st Quarter, 2004 Board Meeting Minutes

The NFSS 1°  Quarter. 2004, Board
meeting was called to order by President,
Sally Huntington on February 1. 2604,

There were several discussions during
this meeting. The first centered around
the concept of Regionai Shows. A pro-
posal was pul forth to make each
region’s regionat show the only NFSS
show in that region on that day. This was
not deemed a matter to be further pur-
sued by the board.

Martha Wigmore presented the proposed
General Standard for Finches and
Softhills to the board for approval. There
was much discussion about the standard
and the following modifications ware pro-
posed:

1. Change the wording in the
General Standard on page 3 para-
graph 3

From: “In pied mutations, symmetry
of markings is desirable, but second-
ary to a pleasing degree of confrast
ang proportion of pied markings to
ground color”

To: “In pied mutations, a  high
degree of pied markings is most
desirable. A bird where markings
are symmetrically pleasing wilt take
precedence over a bird of unequal
markings when the percentage of
pied markings to ground color is
eguat.”

2. Add the following sentence fo the
end of the 4th paragraph page 3 of
the General Standard:

“Ist the case when 2 attributes being
equal a bird in full color or nuptia
plurnage, will take precedence over
a bird that is in eclipse plumage.”

3. Add the following sentence to the
end of paragraph 1 page 3 of the
General Standard:

“Birds with a high degree of difficulty
that have achieved the highest
gegree of perfection may take
precedence over similar birds with a

lesser degree of difficulty, when all
cther aftributes are considered
egual”

Martha Wigmore will follow procedure for
consideration of these proposals and wilk
return to the board with any revisions at
a later date.

Motion 2004-1. Patrick Vance made a
motion that 2 separate section be creat-
ed for Gouldian finches in the NFSS
show class#fications.

Motion Seconded by Raspberry.

Motion Passed: 5 Yes 4 No 0 Abstain

Respectfully submitted,
Marfie Lauster, NFSS Executive Secretary

{Publications, Legistative Director)

Publications Update - NFSS website

Updates have been made for all of the
newly-elected officers on the NFSS web-
site, and new iliustrated information
pages on the different softhill & finch
species have been added to the website.

Legisiative Update

Proposed legislation that would affect
bird-owners, and the never-ending
assault on avicullure by the “animai-
rights” groups are being followed, and
inforrmation on all of these matters can be
found on the “Legishative” pages of the
NFSS website,

Regards,
Marry Bryant, NFSS 2nd Vice President
& Legisiative Director

{Finch/Softbitt Save Program and
Census Manager;

FSS: As of 2/1/04 - 31 members, 50
Species, 598 Specimens.

Changes in the FSS membership fee and
application process have been made. |
still need to send these to Harry for the
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website,
We stifl need Group Managers for Indo-
Pacific.  African.  European  ang
Waxbills.

i have had two NFS3 members send in
the FSS membership fee without
registering any birds because they just
wanted {0 help out monetarily!

The 1st Quarer 2004 FSS NL was
mailed out the last of January and | have
had many positive commaents and many
reguests for copies. Ron has scanned
the NL into Adobe format so that | can
more easily send copies to those that
reguest it via e-mail_ | printed ten extra
coples to fry and stimuiate interast and #
seems fo have really stirred that interest!

Martie has graciously allowed me {o have
& regular column in the Joumnal and
{ have sent in articles for the Jan/Feb and
Mar/Apr  issues. | enlitled the
colums as; Happenings: Finch & Softbill
Save/Census.

f am in the process of updating the
Census Forms for the web-site.

{ am ait EXCITED about the program!!

Respectfully submitted.
Randy Taylor. 3rd VP

NFSS Membership Di
As of March 5, 2004;

Total Single Memberships = 675
Total Dual Memberships = 97
Total Affiiated Memberships = 11

Total Membership = 783

Respectfully Submitted by.
{inda Mughes, Membership Director

FSS T rer

There is nothing of any great significance
to report. however we have had a
rash of checks being returmed unpaid for
various reasons, bveryone {so far) has
made good on these "bad checks”. but
please be carefut when writing checks to
the NFSS..if they bounce. money we
thought we had disappears.

Please dor't be alarmed by the financial
figures shown below. It does seem
ke we are in serious trouble. but we
knew going into this year that there
would be some large checks going out in
the first month {payment for two
Joumnals and payment for the second
part of the 2004 band order}. These num-
bers should ook a ot better by the ime
make my first quarter financial report at
the end of March,

For the periad 1/1/04 to 2015/04;

Cash in Accounts - $16.093.42
Income - $6, 963.31 {$45.081.00 bud-
geted for 2004}
Expenses - $14.210.74 {$45.245.00
hudgeted for 2004}
Net Loss - $7,247 43 {told you i jooked
bad...$344.00 loss budgeted for 2004}

Respectfully submitted.
Mark Phelps, NF3S Yreasurer

NEGS Band Secrelary

Band Sales Est Quarterdy Report {as of
122104}

November. 2003; 17 pay pal/31 mait in
$1,1833.00

December 2003 26 pay palf44 mait in
$2.202.55

January 2004 28 pay palf 46 mait in
$2.076.00

Respectfidly submitted.
Paula Hansen, NFS8S Band Secretary

(A KS. VN NEND CK.S0.TX}

{ received an invitation to speak af the
Alamo Bird Club in San Antonio, TX
2-22-04. { accepted the mvitation and will
give an abbreviated version of my AFA
Convention falk. | plan on taking several
birds. sharing some of the extra journals
Martie sends. as well as application
forms. | cannot say with absohite author-
ity since | do not have any official
records. but { will wager that the state of
Texas has enrofled a significant number
of new membaers in 2003. We are very
forfunate to have 50 many elected and
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appointed officers in ouwr State and this
translates into very proactive. enthusias-
tic NF8S members who are beating the
bushes and spreading the word. This is
very exciting.

I amn in the process of contacting all of the
affiliated club secretanies in the other
states in Region 4. Like all the regions.
Region 4 is large and | hope to find con-
sistent ways of creating dialogue and
communication with folks in other siates.
I have posied the same to the NFSS
Forum list and FinchBreeders as well. |
encourage any kind of constructive feed
pack. | would really like to see NFSS
members dialogue more oflen through
the Journal. via letters to the editor.

Several bird marts are on the near hor-
zon throughout the state. and | plan on
attending as many as | can. | cannot say
enough about the positive impact our
professional Journal has on new comers
and potentiai members. Super job
Martie. | believe we have an extremely
skilled. turbo-charged BOD. and while |
am new to this fold. | am very proud fo be
a part of the NF3S in what can only be
described as exciting and dynamic times.

Respectfully submitted,
Ciint Harris- Region 4 VP

W 1E5] ion

(AK.CA HI, OR, WA)
The VP has begun a youth bird club at
his place of work. Mount Tabor Middle
Scheot. The kids meet for one hour. twice
a month. 14 kids between the ages of 8
and 14 are members of the club. All but
two have birds. The ones who don't have
birds at home do not because they have
house cats. However, they care for the
birds in the classroom and have just as
active an interest as those who have
birds at home,

Cages were donated for the initial cause.
Birds. Societies and Zebras. were aiso
donaied. Donations were given on the
honor systern. One year of active
participation in the clul - and the birds
and the cage are the kids o keep.

Aready, several students have bought
their own cages and have retumned oid
cages for redistribution.

Topics covered so far inclkide general
care, banding. nest box construction
egg food. and hand feeding an eager
Java finch {also & donation.}

Bitfalls include having to re-teach some
participants not to hold thair birds
regularly like they would a puppy. and
having lo move the club meeting day
to accommodate the school's homework
club.

Future immediate goals inclhwde. 1) get-
ting the kids io aftend the aduit bird
clupy in the area. 2} getling them to join
NFSS. 3} recruiting NFSS Membership
within my locat ¢lub and 4) getting myseif
acquainted with NFSS  members
throughout Region 6.

Respectfully submitted,
Raspberry

EinchShes Manager
The FinchShop management was trans-
ferred  from Sue Haberkorn to Robert
Mehl at the end of December. Thanks to
Chris Fairchild. the Husbandry Video has
peen converted to DV format. The new
format wili be offered at the same price
as the video and the website should be
updated to reflect this soon. { am current-
ly investigating some new items for the
FinchShop to carry. The first new product
that will be added is an £gg Candler. { am
in the process of doing a tri-foid that will
explain candling and will show varicus
slages of development as well as eggs
that have gone bad. This along with a
cool high intensity light will be offered
starting March 1st for approximately $22.
We have very few copies of the cage
plans ieft and have sold the remaining
Gouldian pins so these items will be
phased oul. | am currently working with
vendors o find a show cage bag (that
would be NFSS logo monogrammed). a
new pin with the NFSS logo. and logo
polo shirts, There will be & Hmit on how
fast we can add products as most ven-
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dors require & minimurn nember of iterms
to e ordered and the expenditures for
the FinchShop is fimited. in fact. given
the limited funds avsilable and the
required minimyms on most items. | am
unsure what # anything can be added.
Either we need to realize that for the
FinchShop to expand. we may have to
take a luss {in order to add inventory} or
reaiize that the impact of the FinchShop
will be minimal On February 1st. Chris
Fairchiid staffed a FinchShop Table at
the Hampion Roads bird Mart. Income
from that show was $73.00 against
expenses of $100.81. Although the
expenses did provide for stock of DVD's
none have sold. | showcased the
FinchShop at the Tyson's Comer Virginia
Bird Mart. Although we just broke even it
was a ot of PR for NFSS. | will be pro-
moting NFSS st the Baitimore Pet Show
Feb. 7 & 8. Although | cannot selt any
products | will be handing out member-
ship applications and FinchShop cata-
logs. Chris Fairchild has secured a
donated table for NFSS at the Virginia
Bird Clubs convention in iate March.
Sales for the FinchShop so far this year
are ~189.00 with expenses of ~140.00
(not included the figures above}. The rea-
son for the approximation is that some
items are invoiced directly and not includ-
ed. The inventory of Judge Handbooks,
Husbandry videos/DVD, and screen-
savers has been significantly increased. |
was able to reproduce the handbooks,

videos and screensavers at less than half
the previous cost, but the DVED produc-
tion was twice the original video and six
times the current video cost,

I would like to see the FinchShop offer
more educational materials. The hus-
bandry profiles being developed by the
FinchSave program | believe would
be an excellent item to offer. Naturafly
FinchSave members would receive
these in the Newslelter but non-NFSS
members or non-FinchSave members
could purchase them at a nominat fee. |
would also like to see the FinchShop
develop a video showcasing vanoos
members set-ups from the pet owner to
the serious breeder. | plan to launch this
project in the summer when 1 am off of
work {public school employee}. Please
contact me if you are interesting in heip-
ing or donating footage for this project,
t.astly, | have been asked by several
members t0 upgrade the screensaver, |
arn awaiting information from the originat
deveiopers and then wilt consider what
we carn ¢o to expand it and make it more
compatible. {There have been several
complaints that it does not work with all
operating systems } { am pulting consid-
erable effort into trying to make the
FinchShop profitable and offer tems of
interest to our members. | am always
open 10 suggeslions and comments

Respectfully submitted by:
Robert Mehl - FinchShop Manager

2003 END-OF-YEAR TREASURER'S REPORT

Please find listed below the final fig-
ures for the year 2003. | am happy io
report that we lost less money than we
had planned for. but there are a few
things that actually skew this result:

Band sales were way above expect-
ed levels. Paula Hansen has done &
wonderful job keeping up with a depart-
ment that has gotten 65% bigger and
busier in the fast three years. processing
close 10 500 orders this year.

We published our census separate
from our Journal. This was an un-budget-

ed {but extremely worthwhile) expense.

We are still experencing stow pro-
cessing of invoices from ow Joumsal
printer. The Nov/Dec 2002 Joumnal was
paid for in this year, instead of in 2002,
ang we have yet to receive final invoices
for the Sept/Oct or Nov/Dec 2003
Journais. These will now have to be paid
inn 2004 and will skew the 2004 final fig-
ures.

If we were to make adjustments for
the two missing Joumal lavoices and
back out the one that should have been
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paid in 2002, then we would have fin-
ished the vear losing about 33.500.00.
Deduct the amount paid for the Census.
and we end up having iost about
$500.00.

S0. in English. we did OK. we are
doing just fine, and we will be in excelient
financlal shape going into the year 20041

As always. the numbers shown in
parenthesis. are the 2003 Budget figures
for the actual numbers shown. i anyone
has any guestions or concerns, or wants
to see the "books” {in Microsoft Excel}.
please feel free fo contact me. Nothing of
what | do is a secret and every member
of this Society is welcome o review any
aspect of the handling of our money.

Fingnciai Report for the pericd 1/1/03 to
12/3403:

hin
Checking - Main & Bands 4,311,414
Checking - Membership 2.082.40
Checking - FinchShop 242 .66
Savings 15.404.38
Advances  1.300.00

Total Cash In Accounis - 23.340.85

Income:
Bands 12,281.45 (6.500.00}
Membership 18.702.50 {22.095.00}

FinchShop 2965868 (4.850.00)
Affiliations  1.200.00 (1.500.00)

4th VP/judges Pane! Fees 260.00
{260.00}

Joumnal 1.854.21  {1.500.00)

Awards 262500 {(2.500.00)

Finch/Sofibill Save 150.00 {0.00)
Advertising 0.00  {0.00}
Misc. 1.154.10 (0.00)

Total income - 42.183.12  (38.305.00)

Bxpenses.

Bands B.888.11 ({7.703.75)
Membership 784.91 (1.084.00}
FinchShop 1514.88 (3.706.00)
Affiliations  274.75 {350.00)

4th VP/judges Panel 121.82 (175.00}
Journal 26 119,11 (22.600.00}
Awards 200728 (2.500.00)
Finch/Softbik Save 108.22 {200.00)
Adverlising 262.50 (750.00)

Misc. 2.121.86 (2.530.00)

Totai Expenses - 42,311.56 {41.598.75}
Total Gainfl.oss - -118.44 {-2.283.75}

Respectiully submitted.
Mark Phelps. NF3S Treasurer

Articles include:

+ Firetails in Captivity
+« Parson Finches

At last a magazine dealing only on finches

“JUST FINCHES”

50 pages of articies, with many colour photos of different
finch species and mutations.

+ Pintailed Parrot Finches

+ Tanimbar Parrot Finches
as well as articles on Troubleshooting, Health care
Showing and Aviaries for Temperate Climates.

Posted anywhere in America for NZ $17
Check our website at
Credit card Facilities on a secure sife

www.nzbirdz.co.nz
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2004/2005 NFSS Board of Directors/Appointed Officers
President-— Ms. Sally Huntington

M Armando I Lee
306 S8 22nd Sireet
Cape Coral, FL 33990
{239} 242-7675
aleeatswllarroom
2ud Yice Presid
Fraffisettivans
Mr, Harey Bryvant
Hlyria, GH 44033
HtuwehGoaot.com
3rd Vice Presid
NERY Fismen Sl S
Prospram vy Myr
Randy Taylor
FPROE Robin #oad
Canyon, Texas 79109
RO6-655-4398
taylor_finches 1
cox.net
4l Vice Presi
ridyees Punpi
Spamdariv Researeh
Ms. Martha Wigmore
18913 Boston 5t NW
Elk River, MN $3330
{763) 24106071
newdlwignd:
mundspring com
¥
Ms. finda Hughes
P Box 499
Rhome, Tx TROTR
{BET) 6389006
finchiadyii
brackeirysystems.con

E ive § v

Ms. Martie Lauster

4581 Lincoln Roud

Macedon, NY 14802

£315) 524-T708

il anster
Fochesterrromn

Trgasurer

Mr. Mark Phelps

PO, Box 1231

Lisle, IF. af1532

(BI85 7209789

se{thitboyraoboom

Ms. Darla Dandre
PO Box 123

Liste, 1. 00532
{RE5) T29-978G
dbirdranchéraol.com

Ms, Paula Hansen
2234 hurcau Court SO
Salem, Gregon 97332
{5033 381-8208
phhansend:
carthiink.net
Ereshient Tmeritus
My Wiltiam Parlee
63 Talcottville Rd,
Apt. 4N
Vernon, (7 06066
{8603 569-0200
hilihtfdet@aol.com

Regional Vice
Presidents

CTDEMAMEMONHNINY,

PLREVESTEY

Robert Fairchild

PO Box 4393

Virginia Heach, VA
234354

Regian.2 Yl

{Sontheast)

AL FLGAMSNG RO TS

Mr, Ron Castaner

FA396 S%th Court North

ftoval Pabm Beach, VI
33444

{561} TO2.6T04

Finchesterbelsouth net

Reglon IVE.

ARILFNE VLA HE,

H bnsstevdtee Bersiliedn, Enviomf

Mr. Patrck Vanee

IRETS Avilla

| athup Village, ME S8R0

{248} 4430043

spartanfinchimaniees.com

RS MENENDORSDTY
Mr Clint Harris
Temple, TX
254-TH- 198G
charrisinvvat.oom
Region S V.8
SELCOMMTNENMLUTRY
M, Anna Sinclair
243} San Marcos
Colorado Spgs. 0
091
{1191 6346404
bill&annasinclamie
citystarcom
Region. o NE
AR CAHLOR B
Raspberry
Raspheryieuropa.com
Portiand. Gregon
Begion. L Y.4
Precrin B Cavifbear Hiasin
M. Julio Mateo Soto

RRS, Box 8418, Ste 72
Bayamon, PR 80956

Recion 8.V.P
{Canadal

Mr, Alfred Mion
1619 Pillette Road,
Windsor, Ontario,
Canada NBY 304
{5149) 948-639%
juliannelumasne

Appointed
Officers

FinchiShop Manager

Rishert Mehi

THEOR Hollowbrook Rd

Crwings Mills, Md
JELETLE3TY

{410} SR1.T955

Robert Mehlee
verizonnet

5634 Camnegle Strest, San Diego, CA 92122 {858} 452-8423  sallych@isan.m.com
Ruwternard 1405 Edfucation ks Diggares:Show Dares - (VHdwese) Mg, Martic |auster

4581 Lincol Road
Muecedon, NY 14502
(35)524-7768
mlausteri:
rochesterrroom

NESS Website Moy,
M. Myra Markley
Codar Rapids. 1A
(3107 362-2390 {Hvesy
sefferai:se ffera net
Web Site Address:
www.nfss.ong

Ms. Darla Dandee
PO Box 1231

Lisle Bl 60332
{815y 729-G789
dbirdranchi@act.com

\dvertising &

FPromotions

Ms, Brenda Josselet

PMB 279

OIS ilwy 290 West,
Ste. 502

Austin, TX TH73S

{542} 2RE-089

biosselet@naustin rreom

Moderatos,.

Loram

M. fohn Wilson

San Fraecisco, CA

94110

pwilsont S3Mean] com

Forum Address:

hitpiigroups. yaheo,
comproup/NESS
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NFSS Panel of Judges 2003

Nizam Ali

135-11 1i4th Street
South Ozone Park, NY
15420

Charles Anchor
12384 Laurel Lane
Fluntley, . 60142
Phone: 847.515-1690

Laura Bewley

3538 5. 65 W. Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74107
Phone: 918-446-399%
Ihewley@yahoo.com

Harold Bowies

238 College Circle
Cedartown, GA 10125
Phone: 770-748-4627
Fax: 773-748-3969

Clarence Calwel]

250 Horseshoe Drive
Springrown, TX 76082
Phong: 817-220-5568
culwell3@Hash.net

Dr. Al Decoteau

P.G. Box 369

Grotos, MA 0145¢
Phone: (603) 672-4368
spbel@aol.com

Daren Decotean

8% Pleasantview Avenue
Stratford, CT 06497
Phone: (203) 3784777
greateaglego@aol.com

Julie R Duimstra
4201 NE 125¢h P #163
Portland, OR 97230
Lhope: 503-261-8788

Cecil Gunby

8121 Rouge |, Hwy. 54
Sharpshurg, GA 30277
Phone/Fax: 770-254-1261

Annette Howard
P.C. Box 404

Salemn, OF 44440
Phone: 336-337-7654

bluchaven@voyager.net

Sally Hun¢ington
5634 Carnegie Street
San Drego, CA 92122
Phopg: 858-452-9423
saltych@san.sr.com

Joseph Krader

291% Alps Road
Corona, CA 9288
Phoge: 909-272-6525

Dale Laird

P.O. Box 2459
Goldenrad, FL 32733
Phone: 4476577989
Haird2@cH.r.com

Armando Lee

306 SE 22nd Street
Cape Coral, FL 33990
Phope: 239-242-767%
alee@swila.rr.com

Dennis }. Lewis

7446 CGlasgow Road
Brooksville, F1, 34613
Phone: 352-596-3374
denms_ 145190 msn.com

Brian Mandarich

4743 E. Hedges Avenue
Fresmo, CA 93713
Phoner 559-235-6508

Teri McAuliffe

269 Thames Drive
Colorado Spongs, CO
80906

Phione/Fax: 719-376-9409

mglprds@aol.com

Conrad Meinert
$212 E. 3004 South
Warsaw, IN 46580
Phone: 374-269-2873
Fax: 574-269-3142
BirdmanofWarsaw®@
kconline.com
Marion (Miki} Sparzak
945 Rosedale Avenue
Baltimore, MDY 21237
Phone: 410-687-8915
mys5295@comeast.net

Laura Tinker

31 Grape Hollow Road
Holmes, NY 12331
845-853-2662
laura.tinkerb@bayer.com

Patrick Vance

18375 Avilla

Lathrup Village, M1 48076
Phone: 248-443-0643

spartanfinchman@cs.com

Christine Voronovitch
38 Liberty Street
Manchester, CT 66840
Phone: 86(-649-8228
ibtybeagle@aol.com

Ms. Jerri Wiesenfeld
2379 Water Bluft Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32218
Phone: 904-714-2133

serrisiavas@aol.com

Martha Newmran Wigmore
NFSS Panel Director
18%13 Boston Street NW
Elk River, MN 53330
Phone: 763-241-6071
newdlwig@mindspring.com

Paul 8. Williams

703 Donegal Drive
Papiilion, NE 68046
Phone: 402-592-5488
paulw@sarpy.cont
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NFSS Affiliated Clubs/Events

See Clib Listings for mote information)

April 4 Event  Grand Rapids, Ml
17 Event Live Gak, TX
25  Ewvent  Oshkesh, Wl
25 Show  La Mesa, CA
May 15 Evemt  Parkville, MD
6 Event  Milwaukee, Wi
fune 13 Event  Elmont, NY
26 Show  Oshkosh, WI
August 29 Event Oshkosh, W
September 25 Event  Live Oak, TX
October 16 Show  Parkvilie, MD
16 Show  Grand Rapids. Mi
{6 Show  Brookiyn, NY
16 Show  Oshkosh, Wi
16 Show  Windsor, Ont, CAN
23 Show  Niota, TN
25 EBvent  Live Oask, TX
November &  Show  Brooklyn, NY
6  Show  Pittsburgh, PA

Great Eakes Avicultural Society
Alamo Exhibition Bird (lub, Inc.
Wisconsin Cage Bird Ciub

Finch Socicty of San Dicgo County
Baitimore Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Badger Canary & Finch Club

New York Finch and Type Canary Club
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club

Wisconsin Cage Bird Chub
Alamo Exhibition Bird Club, nc

Baitimore Bird Fanciers, [nc.

Great Lakes Avicultural Society

New York Finch and Type Canary Club
Badger Canary & Finch ('lub
Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
Southeast TN Aviculural Society
Alamo Exhibition Bird Club, Inc.

Astoria Bird Club
(reater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society

Sontheast Bird Fanciers (87 U8

LContger: Ginny Allen {334) 749-7{68
gndallenizearthlink net
Meetings: 15t Sat. in Mar, Jun, Sep, and 2nd
Sat, in [Jec, at the Atlanta Farmers Market
“’E:&E'f‘liﬂ'

hpmembers.tripod com/sebfg/sebf hun

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
{Ontario, CANADAY
Lonaet: Mulianne Mion {5191 9486398
Judignnelimnst net
Show: Annual Shew - Oct. 16, 2064
Fogoelar Furlan Udine Complex
Judger Ceeit Gunby
Show Comtget: Alfred Mion
{519} 948-6308 or jubiansedimnsinet

Finch Seciety of San Dlego County

Comaey. Sally Huntington (BSR) 4529423
sadbychissan reom
Mectings: 4th Sun of ea month except Dec,
TRAY Tommy 1r. La Mesa, UA
(b E-Mail: onedeergrannyiean] com
Show: Bivd Show - Apr, I8, 2004
RS Tommy Br, fa Mesa, CA
Judee: Rally Hanthngton
Show Confact Cathy Metivier

{619 3790414 onedecrgrmyiias] com

Balthnore Bird Fanciers, Inc.

Conget: Barbars Shanson (4103 356-5856
Meetings: rd Sun. - Towson Fibrary
Club EaMail: drhavaesesgiéyahoo.com
Website: www.angelfire comimidiplas
Eveni: Bird Mart - May (5, 2004
Show: Shew - (et. 16, 2004
Locarion for hoth: Tall Cedars Hall, Parkville
Lonpact for botl: Dorothy Haynes

{4403 256-49326 drbaynesesgiryahoo.com
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NFESS Affiliated Clubs/Events

PENNSYIVANIA .

Great Lakes Avicaltaral Seciety
tlirand Rapidsy
foafues Diana Hugo (616) 842-0163
phugodechanernes
Mectings: 2rd Mon, of cach month - LAW
Hall. 4269 Alpine, Grand Rapids
Hihsite: wwwangelfire commid/glas
Lxenr GLAS Fair - Apr. 4, 2004
Lonteret. Sue Rosin wrosinieiZk.com
Shiow: Shew - Oct. 16, 2084
Judpe: Paul Willams
foanifaer Diana flugo (616) B42-0163
Localion forboth: The Delta Plex
250G Turper NW, Grand Rapids

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
(Pitishurgh)
Lonfaet: lim Felix (4123 462-0969
Justuttldreomaeast net
Chub E-Mail: mijonnetfckatzpiteda
Show: Show Nov, 6, 204 Holiday inn
RIDC Park, Pitishurgh
Judpe: Martha Wigmore
Contact: Margie Jonnet
{4123 795-1904 mjonnetiokatz.pittedy

Astoria Bird Club rNew York Ciny

Contaer: Dan Griffin (718} 994-1614
deriffit lgpoptionlne.net
Meetinzy: 3ed Sun. of cach month
23-18 2%tk 81 Astoria, NY
Cfub JaMall: AstoriaBirdClebiiaol com
Shag: Annual Show Nov 6, 2004
St wde School, Brookivn

Judpe: Dennis Lewis
Shew Compge: fvica fohn Begonja

{118y 4238306 mostinagraol.com

Asociation De Criadores de Finches Del Este
Comtart: Victor Cordero 8937723

New York Finch and Type Canary Club
(New York Cily}
Conigey: Stan Rulak (718) 967-0899
barstandiaashawk.com
Megtingy: 2nd Sun. of each month except
b & Ang. B0 pm
Avert Bivd. PR, Elmont
Bebsite, wwwonewyotklinehomm
Eyent: Feather Show - June 13, 2064
Averil Bivd, Park Elmont
Sl Apaaal Show Ot 16, 2064
St Jude Church, Brookivn
el Lanra Thker
Lomfont for both evpafy: Stan Kulsk

FPIR HOT-6899  harstandieaaahawk com

Seutheast TN Avicultural Society
{Nfota)
Contger: Janet Buerell (4233 472-1306
18b22020 a0k com
Meeiines: 2nd Sun. of cach month 2 pm
Niow Elementary Schoud
shase STAS. Shew & Fair Oct, 23, 2004
1 Shows in One-Day Special Event
Minta Elementary School
Jucdges: Clarence Cubwell
Paul Williams
Show Comtacts:
Theresa Burnette yburniecomplnet.com
Marilyr Massey miimass@ics.com
lanette Burrell jgb22020 a0t com

Abame Exhibition 8ird Chub Inc.
fheen Aatoniad
Coptger: Nathan Darbin 210 4331844
takfestic. et
Hebsite: www.aeho.ong
Evesps: Fairs - Apr FT and Sep. 28, 2004
Lave Ok Civic Center, Live Ok, TX
st NE of S Antonto on Pat Booker Rd.
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Peninsuia Cage Bird Society, Inc,
tlampren)
Lontaer: Bea Rogers (7573 4846001
Meetings: drd Sun, of cach month at 2 pim
Chib E-Mail dickivyetwo-rivers.com
Hebsite: wwwovapeninsulacagedbirdehuborg
Lyents: Bird Marts - Spring & Fafl, 2004
Anaual Bird Clubs of Virginia Convention

Wisconsin Cage Bird Club Osfikosly

Conaer: Dave Bluma (9203 4284395

Davidblumatuaol com

Meptings: 3rd Sun. of cach month.

Events: Spring Bird Fair Apr 25, 1004
Fall Bird Fair Aug, 29, 1064
Cotumbas Club, Oshikosh, W
Coniget: fack Valer £920) 206-8831

Showe: ¥Tth Apmual Bird Show - Jupe 26, 2004

Ramada inn, Oshkosh, Wi
dicdpe: Dennis Lewis
Copaer Bernie Ralumbow (9203 731-8606

Badger Canary & Finch Clob
tMilwaukees
Lomaer Sue Peldstein {2623 965-5367
Meetingy, 3rd Sat. of each momh - No
meetings in Dec. ar Jan,
b EaAail devanornumdeact.com
Club Bebsite:
wiww badpercanaryandfincholuborg
Lveni: AH Bird Falr - May 16, 2004
Marshficld Fairgrounds
Eveat Contarl Marlene Minor
{715 884- 2659
Show: Anpnual Bird Shew & Fair -
Oce 16, 2004 Ramada fnn Oshkosh
Juddge: Martha Wignwore
Congaer Evon Van Ornuen devancemteniiad com

www.nfss.org

Visit the NFSS website regularly! It contains a wealth of up-to-the-
minute information about NFSS, Finches and Softbills, and current
news. QOur website also offers the opportunity 10 join or renew
NESS memberships, order leg bands, and order items from the
FinchShop directly on-line. An excefient resource for all members!
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2004 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

The basic affilation foeo 18 $25.08. Make check
payable 10 NFSS,

Mail to: Darla Dandre. Liason Officer
PO Box 1231
Lisle. [L 60532
e-mail: dbirdranchizaol.com
Phone: (815) 729-978%

Ciub Name:
Club City/State:

Club Meeting Dates/Location:

Club Delegate:

Address:

*Phone: *E-Mail:

*NFSS may use this information in the NFSS Journal and on the web site.

Delegate’s Signature:

Club Officer:

Address:

*Phone: o FE-Mal:

Ciub E-Mail Contact {Important):

(lub Web Site:

Show/Event Date: Panel hudge:

Show Location:

Send NFSS fournal tor

Please list other fairs or events hosted by your club for listing in the NFSS
Journal. Please include dates, locations, and a contact member with phone
aumber andfor e-mail address:
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Jortnal of the Naii
2004 Mail with payment to:
Darfa Dandre, 20 Box 1231, Lisle, [[L 60532
R13-729-9789 or c-mail a copy to:
NFSS Awards Dbirdranchizaol.com

Orde{ Form This information must reach the Awards Manager
as 500N as possibie but no later than two months
Piease use a scparate form BEFORE show date.  Awards are sent Priority
For each individuat show! Mail to the designated person.

PLAQUES: Al plaques are 325.80 each. They are walnut finish with the
engraved NFSS logo on brass over black plate on the teft and the club informa-
tion on brass ever black plate on the right. Al are 6” x 8™,

*Dlease circle how you wish your plagues to read: Best in DIVISION or SHOW*
If you do not make a seleetion, plagues wili be engraved “Best in Division™

Club Name to be Engraved:
Ist Place Plaque 2nd Place Plaguc
Best Finch in Show Best Softhili in Show

Service Award/Breeder Award (please provide engraving information).

3rd Place Plague

Sub Total Plagues (@ $25.00 per Plague = §

ROSETTES: Yhe basic set of rosettes for finches and softhills consists of
eleven roseties with the NF¥S8S logo on the button. This includes 1st thre 10th
place and Best Unflighted. Unflighted birds are those banded with current
year (2002} bands.

Basic Rosctte Package {1-10 + Best Unflighted}  $45.00

Unflighted ribbon add-on {2nd & 3rd Placc} $16.08
Novice Ribbon £ 7.00

Rosette and Ribbon Sub-Total= §
Aftitiation Fee (if you haven't aiready issued a separate checky= § 2560
1)

SHIP AWARDS TO: Name:
Acldress:
City: State: Zipn
Phone: £-Mail:

SHOW INFORMATION:  Date: Judge:
Logation:
Address:
City: State:  Zip:
N¥SS Club Delegate:
Paone: EaMuil:
Show Mansger:
Phone: E-Mait:

Cag this mformation he published in the NFSS Journal? Yes No



NFSS MEMBER and NON-MEMBER ORDER FORM

Split Plastic Band Choices: Red, Dk Green, Lt Green. White. Pink. Biack,
Purple, Yeliow. Orange. Dk Bluc, Lt Biue MINIMIUM ORBER $5.006

SPLIT PLASTIC BANDS - $1.50 PER STRING OF 10 BANDS

INDHCATE QUANTITY BEELOW AND COLOR
XF XCS XCL X8 X3 SUBTOTAL

NFSS MEMBERS ONLY Closed traceable aluminun bands wvailuble
i onfy the NFSS eolor of the vear. Aluminum bandys are engraved with initialy
NFS. Size Code. Year. and Number. Fhere is no choice of number. AH aluminum
bands are recorded for permanent reference. Bands ore ordered in strings of
10, same size. New members may order before receiving their membership
wmber. Write "New ™ for an NFSS Member #. Orders are processed weekly
as received. Please. no mail vequiring signatures.

The banding and marking of wild birds Is very tightly regulated by the

Federal government. i is iliegal to use ANY band on a bird that is
reieased {0 the wild except a Federal band issued by US Fish and Wildiife.

ALUMINUM BANDS - $3.25 PER STRING OF 16 BANDS
INDHCATE QUANTITY BELOW
AIBIC|DIE|G  J|K|L|M|R]SIT SUBTOTAL

POSTAL INSURANCE
Under $50.00 - $1.38
S530.00 to $100.006 - $2.20
Over $100.060 - $3.20
HANDLING FEE___$1.04
PLASTIC & ALUMINUM SUBTOTAL_

If you choose not to include
this sum. NFSS will NOT be
responsible for replacements.

TOTAL o
BANDS FORYEAR: NESS MEMBER #:
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY/ISTATE/LIP:
E-MAH.:_

PAYMENT PAYABLE TO NFSS
MAEL TO: Paula Hansen, 2234 Juneau €1 8., Salem, OR 973402
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

Size A

Size B

Size O

Size [

Size E:

Size (¢
Size )

Size K:
Sive Lt
Size M.
Size R:
Size 8¢

Size T:

Gold-breasted Wasbill. Orange-checked Waxhill. Owl (Bichenot Finch. Quail
Finch. Red-eared Waxbill. Strawberry Finch, amd other small waxbills.
Black-cheeked Waxbill. Cordon Bleu, Cuban Melodions Finch, Fire Finch.
Cive Finch. Rufons-backed Mannikin. Timor Zebra. Peales Parrot Finch.
B&W Mamikin, Vioket Eared & Blue-capped Waxhills. Purple Grenadier,
Bronze-winged Mannikin, Cherry Finch, Green Singing Finch. Grey Singing
Finch. Heek's Shafiail. Lavender Finch. Painted Finch, Pileated Finch.
Pytilias, Red-headed & Forbes (Blue-Breasted) Parror Finches, Shaftail Fineh,
Silverbills. Star Finch. Red Siskin, Society (Bengalesed Finch.

Blue-faced Parrot Finch. Lady Gouldian Finch. Chestnut-breasted & most
smaller mannikins, most other Parrot finches, Pictorelia Finch. Pintaited
Nonparcii. most Twinspots. Yellow-rumped Finch. Zcbra finch,

Black-evested Finch, Diamond sparrow. Evropean Greenfinch. Golder Song
Sparrow. Nuns, Peter’s Twinspot. Siskins. Spice Finch. European

Goldfinch.

Magpie Mamnikin, Siberian Goldfinch, most larger mannikins. smail tanagers.
Pekin Robin. Silver-carcd Mesias. wmost smali softbills,

Fava Rice Birds, Red-crested Cardinal. Saffron Finch, Shama Thrush
Diamend Dove. Mossebirds. other smali doves, quasil, softbills.

Lcaf Birds. Pagoda Mynah, large Sunbirds, Superb Startings.

Green/Purple Starlings.

Indizn Hill Mynah. Java Mynah. Ring-necked Dove. Toucancttes. White-
taiied Jay.

Smal Hornbills. Plush-capped lay. sinall Toucans. smal} Tonracos.

Banding instructions included with each order.

Guide to Ordering Open Plastic Leg Bands

Size XF:

Cordon Bies. Fire. Orange-Checked. Red-Eared. Lavender. Biue Capped
Waxbills. Owl. Cherry. Green & Grey Singers. Painted, Hecks & Muasked
Grassfinch. Gonddian, Most Parrot Finches, Zebra, Bengalesc {Society )

Stars,

Size XCS: Nums. Cunthroats. Dimmond Firetalls (Diamond Sparrows ). most Twinspots.

Siskms. tCanaries - Oloster. Fife. Mimature & Fancy).

Size XCUL: Red Facod Pytilia Pekin Robin, (Canarics - Roler. Borders. Lizard.

Size XB:

Size X%

Norwich, Yorkshire, Red Factor).
hichian Shama. Diameond Dove. Chinese Painted {Bunton} Quail. Badgics.
(iravs Parakeets.

Lovebirds, Rosclins. My Softhills.




& NFSS FINCH SHOP §

NFSS Tots bag: Pressure applied NFSS logo in
color on one sitde. Great for bird events or just shop-
ping. 100% cofton washable denim in a neutraf
color. very sfurdy. 147 high X 18" widle and 4" deep
with fwo 22" heavy web handles. $9.00

NF38 Loge Fin: A multicolored. sitk-screensd

x'& AFESIC  laps! pin featuring the NFSS logo. The pin measures
A s i Vinch (32mm}. Show your pride in being & member!

infroductory Special - 15 cents!

NFS58 Zebra Finch Pin: Multicolored, enameled
lapel pin featuring a stylized design of a Zebra Finch.
One inch (25mm} in diameter; imprinted with the
words: "The National Finch and Softbill Society”
around perimeter. $5.00

| NFSS Name Badge: White plastic name badge
with fnely detaited black engraving. Each name
badge is imprinted with the NFSS fogo created by
! Rose Gianaferra. $8.00

Magnetic fastener - Add $2.50

Name

2nd Line of Engraving: {Add 31.00;

NFS5S Journal Back lssues: {Formery “NFSS
Bufletin®) Published from 1984 through the present.
Specify year and volume. $4.00 Each

~..... NF83S Nest Boxes: iWooden Nest boxss int kit form.
L BT X B X & high, $4.99
& {Please aflow up o four weeks for deliveryt
¥ Check style desired:
___HalfOpen Front with __Side hMourt Rear Mrt

o Hinged Top Lid with hole in front and
_Side Mnt Rear Mnt Front Mnt

"Nature's Jewels” - Gouldian Finch Poster:
Besutiful poster (24" x 36"} depicting the many miuta-
tions of the Gouldian. Thanks to the generosity of NFSS
member. Laraine McGinnis. all proceeds from this prod-
tet go to further the goals of NFSS.  $20.00

* NFSS Show Cage Plans  $4.00 oa.
Specify Size: __ NFSS #1 NFSS #2 | NFS5#3

: Set of aff three sizes $10.00

NN

iy Amount
Gty Arount
"oty Amount
iy Amount
Qty Amount
Qty Amount
“Qy 7 Amount
Oty Arnount




# NFSS FINCH sHoP

g,%

iyt ite

NFSSJudges Handbook & Official Standarda:
; Select: ___Fuli Handbook $13.00

. Finchwear T-Shirts: These ars white. high quality,
. 100% preshrunk colfon Y-shirts (Hanes Beefy-T},
| Original artwork was painted by Frohawk over 100
© years ago and is SCREEN PRINTED in stunning detail
¢ on these shirts. $16.50 Qry Amount

Selgct Size: L Xt

Sefoct Art. ___ Gouldian Society Zebra

. NFS5 Finch & Softbili Photo CD with Screen
. Saver: Compilation of neardy 500 photographs provided
by NFSS members and a Microsoft Windows compati-  Qiy Amount
i Dbie screensaver comprised of more than 156 of the pho-
' fos. $9.99

NFSS Video - “Finch Husbandry™: This video

{VHE Format) or DVD. by Vince Moase. formerly of

the Metra Toronto Zoo, spans time and aviaries built Oty Ao
in two different residences. $15.00

Specify. | vHS  DVD

! NFSS Finch Nets: 5§ 14" spring stee! hoop with vinyl

| binding to prevent trauma.  1006% dark nylon netting with &ty
| secure seams - 5" hardwood handle. Perfect for use in
catching finches in cages. $8.00

Aoyt

Update Only $3.00 &Y Asmount

{envelopes) Artwork by Sally Huntington. Ses NFSS ~Giy Arount
--,ﬂnwm..w websits for selections. $1.75 ea. or $16.00 for ten.

Egg Candler: State of the art xenon buib. Includes a

light bender for inspaction of eggs in the nest. Lses 2 Gy vy
"AAA" batfterios {included). Shipped with information on

interpreting the results of egg candling. $20.00

Total ltem Cost:

+ Shipping/Handling:_______

Grders to $9.99 Add $3.85: $10.00-$49.99 Add $5.80; $50.0-599.99 Add $7.70: $100.00 or mere Add $9.90,

Total Order;

Send completed order with full name and address along with check Payable fo NFSS (o

Robert Mehl, NFSS FinchShop Manager
11108 Hollowbrook Road Owings Mills, M3 21117




Membership

Application

Name: S — .
Dual Membership Znd Name: _— -
ACGAIeSS: o e e s b s
Y
State:__ 4 < Country: i
Phone #: — - i
E-Mait o e —— "
New Member? . Renewat {List NFSS #) - "

How did you hear about us?

1 Year:
3 Yedrs:

8 Years:

Life

Membership Dues (Sefect One} Mall Application
—Single. . Dual _ _Foreign ..Junior | and Check
' Payabie to
s30[ | e3s[_] sas[ ] sa2s0[ || wFes:
s8s[_| soo[ | see[ ] M. ga.::a
s140[ ] s1e5( | s1e5[ | P&c}. Box ;is
home,
: 81500 ] $1740[ ] s1740 [ ] 76078

NFSS FINCH/SOFTBILL SAVE

Information/Application Request

Maif Request to:
Mr, Randy Taylor
17801 Robin Road, Canyon, TX 78015




-
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Journal of the Natio

The Classifieds

ROBERT MEHL & RAY GLINES
Breeders of Zebras. Stars. Blue-
capped Waxbills. Owls, RH & BH
Parrot Finehes and Button Quails.
Owings Mills. MB. (410) 581-7955.
e-maill Robert.Mchl fuverizon.net.
Current list of available birdson web-
site: httpa/imysite.verizon et

FORSALE: Gouldian Finches - Al
mutations - Owi Fiaches - Gold
Breasted Waxbills - Societies. Healthy,
Parent Raised: Kerri Pettey. Portland,
OR. {503) T61-23T1

GOULDIAN FINCHES For Sale
Most all colors. Breeder & Exhibitor
of Quality. Will Ship. www.home-
stead. comfgouldian/ Shirley Perkins,
Portland, OR (563) 659-0029

FORSALE: Gouldian Finches -
most colors: Societics - Chocolate,
Fawn Pied - Crested & Normal.
Orange Weavers, BlneCapped Cordon
Bieus. Cananes. Withur Avenue
Aviary {508} 673-2045% or e-mail:
max{2 725 @aol.com

SUPERB STARLINGS; will trade
for QGouldian Finches: Call John
Kilmer {Portland, OR} (3093 443.2505
kilmjohZrguest.net

FOR SALE. Gouldian  Finches
(Blue). Seagreen  parrot  finches
(Pied). Diamond Sparrows {Fawn},
Black-Checked Zebra.

David Drumm, ME{S517) 543-5335 or
ddremmecore.com

FORSALE: Derek  Goodwins
“Estritdid Finches of the World™.
£175.00 each. Multiple copies avail-
able. Contact Steve Hopman  {815)
469-8455 or birdhopauaol.com

WANTED; Stlver-eared Mestas ¢leio-
thrix argentauris) and Blaek crested
finches (Lophospingus  pusillus)
email jrsfior@acl.com

WANTED:; Brazilian Cardinal or Red
Crested Cardinals, Contact Robert
Black {313} 367-6345 Harrison, Ohio

LOOKING FOR BREEDERS:  of
Cordon Bleus, Gouldians. and Golden
Song Sparrows.  Bili Strom - Email:
the | §7crewdcomeast.net

WANTED. Rufous Bellied Niltava.
Green Cardinal/Vermitlion Cardinal.
Red Whiskercd Bulbul - Please call or
email to Ken {602) 622-9591 or kiim-
sprinté} | fearthlink net

Aehvirsising Reatees:

fasicde Cover S or S204.005Yenr: Frll Puoe 33U e or

SIS3 00 Year: HndfPage 52004006 ssne pro BHO2 A0 Venr: Luarter-Poge $H0U00 ssie e

S3L40 Year Classifivds:

34.00 iy to fowr lines of i)

Free Clussifieds 1o NFSS

FinefeSoftivlf Swre Pragram Semthers, 3 nds are posted i the SFSS websiie pewsenfis o
at me pxtra charge. Comtact Brndn Josseler, PAMB 27V 6703 ey 2908 Spite 502 Sustin. 1Y

FNTIF s 512 INRAGRY] Diosselerpransiint.oon.




Avian Publications
Finch & Softhill Books

A Guide fo Rustraiten
s Grassfinches

m by Russell Kingston........... 24,98

i A Guide to Gouidien Finches
O Ly John Summat &
! § D Rob Marshall............... 24.95

A Buide to Zebra Finches
by Miltorr Lewis. John Lewis &
Joan lewis.......................24.95

12.:¢ The Compiate Book of
" Finches end Softhills
by David Alderton..............29.98

B w
-

Al

Surs Finches & Sparrows
£~ by Peter Clgment..............20.95

s Hancock House Encyciopedia
of Estritdld Finches
by Or. Matthew Vriends &
' fanya Heming-Vriends........50.00

NS Keeping and Breeding Finches
PSS and Seed-Eeters
i-.aii by Russell Kingston........... 10.00

woees pnusehivgs In Aviculturs
' by Kateri { Davisas..........24.88

~2%.. Munias end Manniking
ﬁ by Robin Resta .............. §$0.00

- SOfthills: Care, Breeding
.n ang Conservation
. by Martin Vince ...............24.95

Stariings and Mynas
by Chris Farg &
1+ Adrian Craig ...................45.00

.
B Toucans, Barhets end
-, Honeyguides

=

W Dy Lester Short &
™~ Jennifer Home.................. 95,00
Thrushes
i Dy Peter Clement.............. . 45.00

Avian Publications Accepts:
ES ool I

www.avianpublications.com

Phone/Fax Orders: 1-800-577-2473 » Free Latalog: 763-571-8802
6380 Monroe Street NE, Minneagolis, MN 55432 USA
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4581 Lincoin Rd, Maoceden NY 14502

The EuroCage™ is based on a
design used by many European
bird breeders. The cages can
be used singly or in stacks of
three high, covering an entire
wall or room. The cages are
light, sturdy, have powder-
coated fronts and durable white
plastic sides. These opague
sides are an important part of
successful breeding; they sepa-
rate the pairs so they can hear
each other without seeing each
other. Each unit can be
equipped with a fluorescent
light to show the birds to their
best advantage. Nestboxes can
bhe placed on a platform inside
the cages which assures that
banks of cages can be neatly
fitted together. The design of
the cage allows for maximum
hygiene with minimum effort,
and the high quality aluminum

hing is desi d f lifeti
g e ged o o wretime tb Corners Limited

Call 1.800.456.68780 CUSTOM CAGING SPECIALISTS




