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. In a private discussion, Ian Hinze of Manchester, England,
and I were discussing the protein values of nestling foods and how
much was necessary for raising the exotic finches. As the recom-
mended protein content of the diet for nestling finches is usually es-
timated to be from 20% to 25% of the diet, Ian was wondering how
his nestling food, which contained only 4.3% protein content was
still apparently adequate and successful for raising all of his finches.
From my own nutritional study and writing, the answer was immedi-
ately obvious to me. However, [ realized that most breeders would
not find the answer ebvious, and the idea for this article was born at
that moment.

Most of our prepared feeds come with a label that lists the
nutritional contents of the food. These labels usually list as a mini-
munt, the protein, far, carbohydrate and water content of the food
item. Many labels also list the major minerals and vitamins present
in the food. In addition, detailed nutritional analyses for the whole
seeds, vegetables, fruats and other items that we feed are also avail-
able from a number of sources.

The basic fact to remember when looking at this subject is
this: Water content is the key to understanding the labeling and nu-
tritional content of all food items. All foods contain some percent-
age of water, Even the driest powdered items still have a small re-
maining water content. The commercial crumbles that I use may
seem completely dry, but the label notifies me that the water content
of the product is still 16%. Analysis of fruits and vegetables shows
that some have a water content of 95%, meaning that only 5% of
their contents are the actual nutrients.

Obviously, watcr is necessary for life. Some life forms can
exist without air and others can exist without oxygcen, but none that
we have yet discovered can exist without water. Water serves at
least three primary purposes in the living body. First, water keeps
all of the cells of the body healthy, flexible and operating properly.
Second, water is the carrier for the blood cells and nutrients within
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the body, distributing these to every cell and within each cell to
maintain that cell in perfect health. Third, water dissolves the waste
products of the cells’ metabolism and carries those waste products to
the lungs, kidneys and intestines for excretion. There are no calonies
in water and water has no nutrient value. Of course, the substances
which are dissolved in the water, such as sugars, vitamins and min-
erals, are true nutrients, but water itself is not a nutrient.

When you look at a label, look first at the water content of
the item. The higher the water content, the lower will be the per-
centage of the nutrients in the food. In lettuce with a 95% water
content, only 5% of the lettuce can be actual nutrients, and most of
that will be carbohydrates. By contrast, a shelled sunflower seed has
less than 5% water content, so the actual nutrient value in a sun-
flower seed is over 95%. 1f each of these two items costs $1.50 per
pound, you are paying the equivalent of only $1.58 per pound for the
nutrient value of sunflower secds, but $30.00 per pound for the nu-
trient value of lettuce. This vast difference in price and value results
from the pereentage of water in the contents of these two food items.

Let’s look at a commonly used food for nestlings and calcu-
late its actual nutrient value. The majority of bird breeders use egg
in one form or another as a nestling food for their breeding birds.
For simplicity, [ have rounded the available nutrient contents of an
egg to the nearest half of one percent.

Protein 12.5%
Fats & Qils 10%
(Carbohydrates 1%
Ash* 1%
Water 75.5%
Total Contents** 100%

*Ash is the residual content of minerals and other basic elements
when the organic parts of the egg are removed.

**Though the vitamins are a measurable part of the dry contents of
an egg, they total less than .5%, and so do not show up in this
rounded calculation.
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From experience, we know that eggs are excellent nestling
foods. Yet, the liquid nature of a raw egg is enough to convince us
of 1ts high water content. 12.5% protein content seems at first glance
to be far too low for raising any nestling bird. However, the per-
centages listed can be deceptive -- once we deduct the watcr content,
we find that only 24.5% of an egg is actual nutrient value. Now let’s
recalculate the percentages, based on that 24.5% that is the food
value. Remember that the water has no nutrient value and no calo-
ries, though the body uses water in other important ways that were
already mentioned.

After deducting the water content, we find that thc percent-
ages of the actual nutrients in the egg look quite different. Again,
vitaming do not reflect in this calculation, because they form less
than .5% of the nutritional contents.

51% of the nutrient value of an egg is protein

41% of the nutrient value of an egy is fats and oils

4% of the nutrient value of an ¢gg is carbohydrates

4% of the nutrient value of an egg is minerals and other ele-
mcnts.

This 51% protein content in the nutrient value of an egg is what
gives a baby bird such a fast start and such a tremendous rate of
growth. My own experience feeding egg to Diamond Doves as a
nestling food shows that the babies fed on this egg will leave the
nest fully feathered and flying in only eleven days after hatching.
Though a few of the softbills can equal this growth rate on their diet
of insects, none seem to surpass this rapid growth rate that is such a
notable characteristic of the Diamond Dove.

Insects are extremcly high in protein content, of course, and
the dry weight of many insects is over 70% protein. This is why the
young of the msect-eating softbills can develop so rapidly on a diet
of insects.

Frozen bloodworms are available in England and Europe for
feeding the more delicate finches and softbills, and though this is an
expensive food, it is adequate in complete protein for raising the



NESS Bulletin May/June 2001 Page 7

nestlings of any finch or softbill species. This surprises many breed-
ers, because the label on this food clearly states that the product 1s
over 93% water. However, that remaining 7% is predominantly pro-
tein, and once the water is discounted, the dry weight is over 61%
pure, complete protein. Never forget that the nutritional value of a
food is based on the dry weight, not the total weight. ‘Dry weight’
excludes the water content. ‘Total weight’ includes the water con-
tent.

With this background, you can now look at the label on any
food item or product and determine how adequate it will be for rais-
ing young finches and softbills. The dry weight of the best foods
wilt correspond closely to the nutrient value of an egg. Protein
should be the largest percentage of the contents. Fats and oils
should be second, and minerals and carbohydrates should be a very
low percentage of the total contents of any food itemn that is meant to
be a nestling food for finches and sofibills.

Any product that lists carbohydrates as the largest percent-
age of the contents is a very poor nestling food for any species. Car-
bohydrates in the form of sugars and starches are the cheapest nutri-
ents available. They are digestible, absorbable and can be easily
utilized by the body for cnergy. Indeed, they should be the main nu-
trient for adult birds on a maintenance diet. But carbohydrates are
not required for adequate nutrition, and they can be a disaster when
fed to nestlings whose bodies are geared to the utilization of a vast
predominance of proteins and lipids (fats and oils).

Breeding and feeding nestlings requires the predormnance of
proteins, fats and oils in the diet. Any food that has more than 20%
of the sugars and starches will be a poor diet for nestlings. Any food
that has carbohydrates as its primary ingredient will be a disaster for
growing nestlings -- if they do not dic in the nest, they will leave the
ncst late, poorly feathered, and in poor health. They are likely to die
before they reach the adult stage in their development. Proteins and
lipids (fats and oils) are required for growing nestlings. Carbohy-
drates are not required, and in excess they will do positive harm to
the health and development of growing nestlings.

END
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HISTORY

. Coturnix chinensis

. AKA, King Quail (in Australia) and/or Chinese Painted Quail

. Life span 3 to 7 years, cocks out living hens

. Name Obutton' probably because chicks are size of a Obutton!

. Can be found throughout the world

. Have been kept for hundreds of years, once even used in Asia for
cock fighting'

BEHAVIOR

. Terrestrial birds, ground dwelling, feet can not perch

- Flight limited to quick bursts (straight up, with wings flapping)
when frightened. Runs for cover upon landing. In small cages, they
can sertously hurt their head. Best transported in paper bags or pad-
ded ceiling 1n cages.

. Lays on side to sunbathe

. Baths 1n dirt (or seed) not water, can easily drown in deep water
dishes. Chicks cspecially drown easily

. Are generally territorial, but need one companion

. Cocks will emit a low grow] sound, 5-7 seconds in length at about
40 decibels, followed by 5 to 10 crows at about 70 decibels

. Buttons do not like to be alone. Cocks will do non- stop crowing
when alone

. Hen makes a soft peep peep sound used to call chicks

. Cocks sometimes carry a worm (or piecc of food), peeping to call
hen and hen will take worm (emulating parent feeding chick behav-
ior)

. Birds pace cndlessly when anxious or bored

DIET

- Scavengers: seed, small insects, egg food, grit, cuttle bone, millet,
hard-boiled egg including shell

. Fresh water; very shallow dishes, (so chicks won't drown) or
drinker bottles



NFSS Bulletin May/June 2001 Page 9

HOUSING

. Usually one pair per aviary flight

. Introduce both birds into flight at same time, to reduce fighting

. Dry ground, sand, hay (wire cage bottoms are too hard on their
feet and can not be tolerated)

. Use 1/4 wire (or netting) around bottom 4 inches of cage/flight to
prevent new chicks from escaping

. In Southemn areas, can be outside (without heat} all year as long as
they are kept dry, have shelter from rain and wind. (1.e. In S. Cal live
where coldest temp 1s ahout 28F)

BREEDING

. Can breed ycar round

. Females can lay an egg nearly every day of year

. Egg laying is stimulated by sunlight (photo period) and high pro-
tein diet

. Cocks may copulate many times with hen, sometimes pulling
teathers off her back

. Hen will make nest in corner using small amount of hay, straw.
(Make use of finch nest box turned on side, closed end windward,
works well)

. Incubation 1s 16 days, hen will sit fairly tight

. Chicks signal cach other (peep peep) when ready to hatch; hence
they coordinate hatching nearly all at once.

. Chicks are much like baby chickens. They walk upon hatching and
follow both parents which is encouraged by peep peep sounds by
parents

. If parents were parent raised usually will not harm their chicks.
However, incubated parents (especially cocks) not having the ex-
perience of "babies"” will often kill chicks. Some never stop this be-
havior

. Chicks continually pcep back to parents, getting louder if chick 1s
separatcd or lost from parent

. Chicks hide in and under parents feathers to stay warm and for se-
curity

. Parents will feed chicks and teach chicks to eat and peck ground

ARTIFICIAL INCUBATION

. Collect eggs for seven days, store pointy side down, covered in
bird seed

{continued on page 23)
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Advertising (display ads), Inside cover $300/yr or $70/issue. Full Page
$200/yr or $50/issue. 1/2 page $120/yr or $30/issue. 1/4 page $80/yr or
$20/issue. Web site advertising $100/yr, $50/yr for Inside cover adver-
tisers, Classified ads are $.25 per word for NFSS members and $.30
per word for non-NFSS members. Classifieds are also posted to the
web site at no additional charge.

Gouldians—Normals, White-breasted and Yellow-bodied. Young,
healthy birds. Also Owls, Strawberrys and Blue Caps.
Call Kerri (503) 761-2371 Portland, OR.

Wanted: Looking for Silver-eared Mesias for breeding program.
Need new blood line.
Call 1-561-967-1032 or e-mail jrsflor@aol.com

Birds Wanted / Trade
2000 and 2001 Pamted Firetail Finches. NFSS close banded and
parent raised. Looking for person raising same. Would like to trade

some bloodlines. Contact Kerri at: kerrimeccoy{@earthlink.net or
678-546-3353

| would like to take this opportunity to invite our readers to
provide feedback to the Bulletin. If you have suggestions, cri-
tiques, or recommendations, write a letter to the Editor. Con-
structive, well-written letters will be considered for publication.
E-mail or U.S. Postal Services are acceptable.

Steve Poe, NFSS Editor, 4310 Ascot Road, Hephzibah, GA 30815
Email: stevepoe2@home.com

Upgrade your subscription to Ist Class. For only $5
per year, you can have your NFSS Bulletin mailed to
you via First Class mail. Your bulletin will get to you

much quicker and 1s less likely to be lost in the mail.
{Applies only to citizens of the U.S. and Puerto Rico)
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There has certaZebra finches of many different colors, so it may be
surprising to see a small, skinny gray Zebra finch on the show
bench. That has happened recently with the arrival of the Timor Ze-
bra finch. The Timor is the only subspecies of the Australian Zebra
finch that we are all so familiar with, yet for many years has been
unavailable to U.S. aviculturists. Nearly two years ago a small num-
ber of Timor Zebra finches were included in a shipment of Timor
Sparrows and other birds from the region as "filler” birds. They are
now being established in the U.S. through the efforts of a few dedi-
cated Zehra finch fanciers.

Description

Male: Timor Zebra males have a smaller hreast bar compared to
Australian Zebras (T. guttata castanotis). Between the beak and
throat, the stripes are completely missing. The voice of the Timor is
also much higher in pitch and the song is more rapid than the Aus-
tralian Zebra. They are much smaller than their Australian cousins,
but since the Australian Zebra is so variable in size due to seleclive
breeding for the show bench, it is difficult to use this as a form of
comparison, Some Australian Zebras from the pet trade are nearly as
small as a Timor Zebra while others bred for the show bench will
seem like giants next to a Timor. The Timor Zebra is approximately
10.5 grams (about 10% smaller than the wild Australian race).
Female: In coloration, female Timors are nearly indistinguishable
from gray Australian Zebra finches. The voice of the female Timor
Zehra finch is also higher in pitch like the male and can be used to
determine Timor hens from Australian hens. The gray of the Timor
1s said to be darker than the Australian race, but with so much varia-
tion in our Australian stock, this cannot reliably be used as a way to
distinguish between the two suhspecies. They are approximately the
same weight as the males.
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Diet

A standard finch mix will be fine with Timor Zebra finches. They do
inly been a trend in America for larger more robust have a prefer-
ence for the smailer seeds in the mix and may push aside the large
white miillet, returning to them only after the other seeds are eaten.
They eagerly take egg food, greens and soaked seed, although I
rarely feed them the soaked seeds. Grit and calcium in the form of
crushed egg shells, oyster shells and cuttlebone should always be
available to them. [ supplement vitamins and minerals in my pre-
pared egg food.

Breedcr's Notes

The Timor Zebra 15 probably best compared to the Australian Zebra
as a point of reference. Timors are very active birds. With their
small size and active nature, they have been described as Owl
finches in Zebra finch clothing. Still, they are nearly as cager to
breed as their Australian cousins. They will take a standard ncst box
and will fill 1t wath just about anything they can get their beaks on.
Coco fiber and feathers will allow them to use their weaving skills to
construct some rather elaborate nests. Like Australian Zebras, they
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will build the nest right up to the entrance hole so that they can keep
an eyc on things. With most pairs, you will not catch them on the
nest as they are quick to dart out. The average clutch will usually
consist of 5-6 eggs and incubation is about 12 days. The young wall
rcmain in the nest for approximately 18 days before fledging and
Jook just like the young of Australian Zebras, gray with black beaks.
Many of the fledgling males will already show some faint barming 1n
the chest and even an occasional streak of orange in the cheek. They
are independent after 14-21 days. They will breed rcadily 1n cages or
aviaries, as individual pairs and in a colony. My preference 1s to
breed them in colonics whether in cages or in aviaries. It 1s interest-
ing to sce the interaction of the birds in this situation. I started breed-
ing them in a 3' flight cage and would use bamboo branches tied to
the cage to offer them some cover. I placed 3 pairs together in this
setting with very good results. I also had very good results with a ‘
larger colony in an outside aviary. They are peaceful little birds that |
should be fine in most mixed colonies (avoiding colonies that in- |
clude Australian Zebras). [ have them in a large flight with a few
White-rumped manniking and have had no problems from either
species. Another breeder has placed single pairs in large flights with !
|
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© Roy Beckham

vartous other species with no problems reported.

While I treat them very much like my Australian Zebras, the Timors
cannot be considered as "indestructible”. They are a bit more fragile
and one may do better to treat them like a small waxbill rather than
Just another Zebra finch. This is not to say that they are not hardy
birds. Only when compared to the Australian Zebra can they be con-
sidered more fragile. They do not seem to be able to take the lower
temperatures that the Australian Zebra ean as I suffercd some losses
as the temperature reached the freezing mark and other breeders and
the importer reported similar problems. They may also be more sus-
ceptible to other diseases as well. Overcrowding of the Timors will
also bring diminishing returns as the young are abandoned more
readily.

The Timor should not be housed with the Australian Zebra while
breeding. They will readily hybridize and you will lose the unique
charaetenstics of the Timor Zebra finch, including the small size and
volee not to mention the marking differences. I do not house the two
together at any time as young males that are housed with Australian
Zebras may also lose some of the unique charaeteristics of their
song. The Timor's song 1s more rapid and 1s higher in pitch than the
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Australian's. The late Dr. Luis Baptista described those Timors that
were fostered to Australians as having learned a "lazy” song since it
was not as complex as the original Timor song.

There are no known mutations of the Timor Zebra and while it
might be possible to transfer mutations from the Australian race to
the Timor through hybridization, I frown upon this idea. I have pro-
duced a limited number of hybnd crosses to show other aviculturists
what the hybrids will look like and thus far the results show that the
physical appearance is more like the Australian race than the Timor
race. (The late Dr. Baptista was going to produce these hybnds for
further study and I was going to photograph them. With his passing I
have produced some hybrids and am giving them to a graduate stu-
dent for study. All hybrids produced have been close banded with an
aluminum band stamped with the word "HYBRID". You can see my
results on the internet at www.efinch.conv/zebrahybnd. htm)

I have heard from others that the Timor Zebra did exist in some avi-
aries in the UJ.S. sometime in the 1970', but later died out or were
mixed with regular Australian Zebras and lost in that way. They are
still relatively rare in European collections and are certainly rare
here in the U.S. with only a few aviculturists now worlang to cstab-
lish this unique specics.

The Australian subspecies has probably been bred for more than 90
to 100 generations without any introduction of wild stock and
through selection and the development of mutations, has been al-
tered dramatically from the wild Zebra. Most of the Timor Zebra
finches in the U.S. today are in the first or second generation from
the imported stock and thus far still resemble the wild birds in physi-
cal appcarance and behavior. This is certainly part of the charm of
these birds and it is a pleasure to have some 'wild’ Zebra finches in
my flights.

Roy Beckham
royi@efinch.com
P.O. Box 23932
San Jose, CA 95123

©2001 Roy Beckham. All rights reserved.
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AVIAN CONVERSATIONS—A SERIES

by Tom nggs and Ross Blshop i

SEED & GRAIN

Tom: 1 think that the main problem with finches is that people keep them
on a dry seed diet. To me this is equivalent to slow starvation. There are a
lot of finches that are very sturdy and can survive this kind of treatment.
But that’s not my style of bird keeping and fortunately these days many
other people agree with me.

Ross: Let’s begin with the area of dry seed and them move into the other
ways to fecd sced. Sceds are primarily sources of carbohydrates and some
fat and a little protein. They have little calcium, few vitamins and a good
deal of phosphorous. That changes a good bit, however when the seed is
sprouted. The experts tell us that seed should comprise somewhere between
20% and no more than 5% of a bird’s diet. And, like anything else in the
diet, seed, if fcd to excess, will lead to problems. Although rarely a prob-
lem m nature, excess fat can be a problem for caged birds with rich dicts
and limired exercise.

As was mentioued before, birds eat prmanly to satisfy their caloric
requirements. 5o if they stuff themsclves full of fatty seeds and fatty
foods they will get the calories they need but not necessarily the
nutrition, and that 1s why we should be careful regarding seed-heavy diets.
Here are the most commonly used finch seeds and their basic dietary
components by percentage. You can see that the carbohydrate to fat ratio
varies considerably. (We are indebted to lan Hinze of The Estrildian for
these figures):

SEED % Fats | % Carbohy- [ % Protein | % Minerals
drates
Canary 6 55 | 14 2
White Millet |4 60 11 3
Yellow Millet |4 63 11 3
Qats 5 56 11 2
Maw 40 12 17 6
Niger 32 15 17 7
Rapeseed 40 10 19 4
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Seeds are high in phosphorous. For good nutrition you want your hirds to
take in about 2 1/2 times as much calcium as phosphorous. This means that
the fresh greens, cuttlebone and supplements you feed are very important
for proper nutrition. Corm, incidentally has a ratio of one part calcium to 13
parts of phosphorous. Although corn does provide some good nutrients,
these can easily come from other sources without creating an excess phos-
phorous problem. Stated simply, 2 good deal of com is not ideal for birds.
The freshness of seed is important. Grains are often stored a long time and
then sold when the market price is favorable, Unfortunately, the longer
seeds sit, the more of their fats turn rancid. We do not have product dating
on seeds, but it is something to keep in mind. I bag and freeze my seed so
that it will remain fresh longer.

Tom, what is the basic dry seed mix that you feed your birds?
Tom: I have always used mixes, and there are endless formulas available.
20% of this, 10% of that. I simply don’t have time to do that and [ do not
have a source that will mix seed. I presently use Kellogg’s Exotic Finch
Mix and the normal Parakeet mix. I sprinkle thistle seed on top of the finch
mix.

And that’s it. During the late fall and summer [ also pick seedling grasses
from the wild grasses that grow near my home. The buds relish them
especially at tlie hall ripe stage.

Ross: 1 like to be able to mix my own blend. It is more economical and I
feel that I can control the quality and freshness of the seed better. I buy
organically grown seed in bulk whenever I can. I use a mix of 30% white
nuilet, 40% yellow millet, 20% canary seed and 10% Japanese millet for all
my birds. This is in addition to spray millet which the birds get occasion-
ally (dry and soaked). I offer a thistle seed, oat groat, hemp seed mix sepa-
rately in small amounts. I have a canary who absolutely loves sunflower
seeds, so he gets those. I have located a natural foods wholesaler that will
sell organic bulk millet. It’s human grade so it’s a little more expensive, but
millet is pretty cheap in the first place so the additional cost is not signifi-
cant.

SOAKED AND SPROUTED SEED

Ross: One of the best ways to gain even more nutrition from seed is to
present it to birds in soaked and sprouted forms. I think birds should get
all three forms - dry, soaked and sprouted. When a sced begins to sprout
it's chemistry and nutritional content change. Sprouted seeds are a power-
ful source of good nutrition. The amount of Vitamins A, B, C, E and K all
increase significantly. Riboflavin and folic acid increase up to 13 times the
amount present in dry sced. Two of the most important amino acids, lysine
and tryptophan increase significantly during sprouting. Also, a sprouted
seed's oil content drops, reducing fat intake. A recent study at Johns Hop-
kins School of Medicine found that *Large quantitics of inducers of en-
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zymes that protect against carcinogens can be delivered in the diet by small
quantities of young crucifer sprouts, that is, three day old broccoli sprouts,
that contain as much inducer activity as ten to a hundred times larger quan-
tities of mature vegetables.? There's a message there for both us and our
birds. Most of us sprout only millet because that is what we have on hand,
but there are a great many other seeds available that provide excellent
nutritional alternatives. Just a few are: amaranth, barley (unhulled), buck-
wheat, wheat, cabbage, kale, mustard, radish, sunflower, rice, quinoa and
clover. Most health food stores sell untreated sprouting seeds and as a rule,
if they are edible by humans they will work fine for birds. After doing the
research for these articles I really gained an appreciation for the nutritional
value of sprouts and have begun to regularly grow and serve them daily to
our birds {they are great for humans too!). My favorites so far are: white
millet, broceoli, wheat, radish and clover. My efforts to sprout quinoa and
amaranth have not been very successful. These seeds turn sour on me be-
fore they sprout, so I am going to have to refine my technique. Rice sprouts
well for me, but 1 have to watch the sprouts as they have a tendency to go
‘off* quickly. But the birds really like them. (Carolyn Swicegood has writ-
ten a good article entitled *Sprouting For Healtluer Birds® which can be
found at (http://www.birdsnways.com/wisdom/ww32e litm). See also?
Sprouted Seeds: The Living Treasures* by Alicia McWatters
http://www _parrothouse.com/sprouts html. Tom: | agree that birds necd all
three seed forms. Ross: We sprout only one sced varicty to a container. [
found that in trying to sprout a mix I ran into seeds' differing timetables
and needs. Two other thoughts 1 would add: There is a risk of bacterial
growth in sprouting. When I soak my seed I put a few drops of either Vano-
dine or Oxyfresh Dent-A-Gene in the water to minimize pathogen growth. [
have been told that grapefruit seed extract sold under the trade names Citri-
cidal or Agriscpt are good natural alternatives for this. 1 haven't tried those,
however. 1 found some sprouting trays at a health food store that really
work well. I soak millet 24 hours, then thoroughly rinse and drain it. Then 1
put the tray on top of the hot water heater as you do. The seed 1s rinsed a
couple times each day and in short order we've got sprouts. Rinsing the
seed a number of times is important because as seeds sprout, toxins are pro-
duced by the process. Those toxins must be rinsed away for the seed to be
safe. This is true for both soaked and sprouted seed. (Incidentally, don't let
vour sprouts grow too far. The best nutrition is when the sprout is about 1/8
to 1/4* long. When finished, the sprouts are thoroughly rinsed and soaked
in dilute bleach water (a couple of drops in water) for about 10 minutes and
then rinsed. Dr. McWatters maintains that if seeds are properly sprouted, a
disinfectant is not necessary. The only tlung to watch once your seeds have
sprouted is that they don’t go *off* after a couple of days in the fridge. So
long as they have a nutty smell, they're fine. If they start to smell even a
little off, toss them. It's not worth the risk. We only make a few days sup-
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ply at a time. For soaked seed we just drop a measure of seed into water
and a few drops of disinfectant for 24 hours, rinse very thoroughly and
serve. Tom: I no longer feed either one any more. I had a breeding break
and 1 think sprouted seed is good for your birds even when they are not
breeding, but I think it is particularly important for feeding nestlings. Since
1 had no one breeding at that time I thought I would stop sprouting seed
until breeding picked up again. Then 1 offered only dry seed, but 1 soak
millet spray over night and offer that generously to the birds. I had a pair of
Gouldians that I had removed the nest box (I had more Gouldians that I
knew what to do with at the time) but lo and behold, they nested anyway,
and I didn't realize it until they had chicks. Since I hadn't been looking, the
chicks were 8-9 days old before 1 realized what was going on. I though,
*Well, whatever's done is done® and thought I'd start soaking seed again.
This was a most remarkable breeding. The male became ill shortly after I
found the chicks, and I had to remove him. The female continued to feed.
When the male recovered, I put him back, but by then he had Iost interest in
the chicks. Qut of that nest came § babies and the female continued to feed
them all. One chick did not make it. The birds were as good as any | had
produced, so I said to mysclf, *What 1s going on here?? *What's this thing
about soaked and sprouted sced?? And then it suddenly dawned on me that
the parents had been feeding their chicks soaked spray millet, which
Gouldians love. That is fine with me. It 1s very high in protein and . . . So |
just don't any more.

I watched and found that all my Australian birds fed soaked spray millet to
their babies the first few days. The Africans, of course, consume large
quantities of live food during those first cntical days. I watched carefully
and feel that the quality of birds I now produce is identical to those got
when [ offered both soaked and sprouted seed.

1 think that something soaked is essential if you have young birds.

Ross: We have noticed that with soaked spray millet the birds (particularly
the Gouldians) will all go to that instead of their regular food. On the days
we serve soaked sprays we'll always have more regular food left over.
Since they are not getting complete nutrition from the seed, we only serve
it as an occasional treat and we do it in the afternoon so as not to interfere
with regular nutrition.

GREENFOQD

Ross: Green food is one of the most important sources of essential vitamins
and minerals for birds. Let's talk a bit about the fresh food that you pro-
vide for your birds.

Tom: Well as I said all of my finch flights contain softbiils and so in addi-
tion to the seed mix that [ mentioned before there's nectar available, greens,
of course which are available for all of my birds I use.

Ross: What about the greens?
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Tom: Greens, | use green leaf lettuce, 1 use Romame lettuce, and I use the
name of that lettuce I can't think of. T occasionally use red leaf and some-
times I will use three or four if 1 just happen to have them. Again it 18
soaked, even the organic when 1 use it, it is soaked in vinegar water rinsed
three times, layed out on a towel and patted out pretty dry.

Ross: Welve had extremely good success feeding a mix of chopped greens
and sprouts to our birds. We'll do carrot tops or kale or whatever greens are
nutritious and in season. But what has really been a hit in the aviary 1s to
bring dandelion greens in from the yard and chop those with sunflower
sprouts. The birds just love them, and they are about the most nutritious
greens you can feed (Vitamins E & A, Iron, calcium, potassium, and Thia-
min). I am told that chickweed is even a little better nutritionally, but I
wouldn't know a chickweed if I saw one. I guess they don't grow in New
Mexico. Anyway, we have plenty of dandelions so this solves two prob-
lems for me. 1 feed my birds well and get the dandelions out of the yard!
We also have a good farmer's market, so during the summer 1 get lots of
good organic greens and sprouts there, too. During the winter our health
food stores carry wonderful dandelion greens, and they aren't terribly ex-
pensive. Before serving, all greens are all sprayed with Oxyfresh Cleansing
Gele!' and then carefully rinsed and spun dry. [ bought a small $30 Quis-
inart that we use for our bird food preparation and we coarse chop the
greens with sunflower sprouts in it. The birds love it.

Tom: Easy to pick up.

Ross: I know that you and I agree that it is pointless to feed iceberg letuce
because it has nothing in it.

Tom: It's totally nutritionally worthless. I like to make my birds work as
much as possible and by that I mean they don't really have to do anything,
the food is there, the water is there and I think it is good for them to work. 1
attach all of my greens with clothes pins to branches and they have to pick
at it and work at it and you know get 1t.

Ross: So you'll just take a leaf and use a clothespin to put it on a branch.
Tom: Yes. although there is a theory that one should not feed greens in the
winter because winter greens are nutritionally worthless, all of my birds
relish greens even in winter and I always make them available.

Tom: You mention chard and things. I've used chard, 1 find most of the
time it's very difficult for little Waxbills and things to get it because its a
little bit too tough but [ see your point of chopping it up.

Ross: I think the only thing you have to watch there is not to chop it up
too finely because you end up with a pulp and they won't eat it. The list of
things you can feed your birds is almost infinite and I would encourage
people to both try and experiment to see what their birds like because often
what works for somebody in one place doesn't work in another place. Also,
like us, it seems that birds enjoy some variety in their diet.
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HF@@ dpring/Summer R |Q

NFSS members have the exciting opportunity to win the
following by participating in the NFSS Fundraising Raffle:

Pair of Owl Finches
Donated by Harry Bryant

Japanese Society Finches
(two pearl mutation birds)
Donated by Michael Marcotrigiano

Pair of Mystery Birds
Donated by To Be Announced

How it works:

#1 Cut out the attached raffle tickets on the following pagc.

#2 Fill in your name, phone #, NFSS #, and signature.

#3 Include a check in US Funds in the amount due

made out to NFSS.

#4 Cost per ticket is $1

#5 Mail completed raffle tickets and check to Fundraising
Coordinator:

Kermi McCoy

NFSS Fundraising Coordinator

4780 Settles Point Road

Suwance, GA 30024

Questions?: kermimccoy@mindspring.com
or phone (678) 546-3353
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Fundraising Raffle Rules and Regulations:

Raffle is open to NFSS members ONLY. Your membership
must be current for you to be eligible to win.

You may enter as many times as you would like. Photocopies of
tickets attached may be made, or for convenience additional
tickets are available for printing at the NFSS Website (http:/
www . NFS5.org).

Make sure to write name, phone #, NFSS number and signature
under disclaimer on EACH raffle ticket. Tickets mailed in with-
out above information will not be included in raffle.

First name drawn will have first choice of hirds offered for raf-
fle: 2™ and 3" will follow suit.

Winner is responsible for any and all costs associated with ship-
ping birds if that is deemed necessary. Particulars regarding
shipping will be worked out with donator and raffle winner.

Due to the generosity of the donators, losses that may or may
not be incurred during shipping and upon reecipt will be at the
winner's risk.

NFSS assumes no liability whatsoever in the event casualty or
illness in raffle items occurs.

Raffle will run during Jan/Feb, March/April, and May/June issues of
NFSS Bulletin. Drawing date will be on July 1.

Button Quail Basics (continued from page 9)

Incubate for 16 days at 99.5 degrees (Fahrenheit) (99 to 101 OK)
lower: poor hatching, higher: kills chicks.

. Ideal humidity 65%, especially crucial during last 24 hours

. Leave newly hatched chicks in incubator for first 24 hours (they do
not need to eat during the first 24 hours)

. Move to solid wall box (with screen cover)

. Add overhead heat source (25-40 watt light bulb) keep temp at

95, 24 hour a day for the first week, reducing temp 5 degrees every
week

. Water (not more then 1/4 inch deep) should be very shallow (i.e. lids
to jars }

. Food first week, food such as hard boiled egg, chick starter, CEDE
cgg food

. DO NOT FEED MINT MEAL WORMS for the {irst 6 weeks, chicks
confuse meal worms with their own toes, and OFTEN eat their own
toes in error {continued on page 30)
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NFSS Fundraising Raffle
Name: _ o
Phone # NFSS #

[Iam a current NFSS member and I understand that should [ be the
winner of the NFSS Raffle I assume all costs associated with shipping
should it be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not
liable for any losses or lllnesses that may occur.

Qimnad-

NFSS Fundraising Raffle
Name:
Phone # NFSS #

Tam a current NFSS member and | understand that should | be the
winner of the NFSS Raffle I assume all costs assoclated wlith shipplng
should It be deemed necessary and that NFSS and denator are not
llable for any losses or illnesses that may occar.

Sigmed:
NFSS Fundraising Raffle

Name:

Phone # NFSS #

{am a cerrent NF5S member and | understand that should 1 be the
winner of the NFSS Raffle | assume all costs assoclated with shipping
should it be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not
liable for any losses or llinesses that may occur.

sigaed: _____
NFSS Fundraising Raffle

Name: -

Phone # NFSS #

l1am a current NFSS member and [ understand that should I be the
winner of the NFSS Raffle T assume all costs associated with shipping
should 1t be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donater are not
llable for any losses or illnesses that may occur.

Sigmed: ___
NFSS Fundraising Raffle

Name:

Phone # NEFSS #

1 am a current NFSS member and 1 understand that should 1 be the
winner of the NFSS Raffle I assume all costs associated with shipping
should itbe deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not
llable for any losses or illnesses that may occur.
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NFSS Fundraising Raffle
Name: _ S

Phone # NFSS #

winner of the NFS85 Raffle I assume all costs assoclated with shlpping
should It be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not
liable for any losses or illnesses that may occur.

Cinmad-

NFSS Fundraising Raffle
Name:____

Phone # NFSS #

winner of the NFSS Raffle | assume all costs associated with shipping
should it be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not
liable for any losses or illnesses that may occur.

sigowed-______
NFSS Fundraising Raffle

Name:____

Phone # NESS #

1 am acurrent NFS5 memher and 1 understand that should I be the
winner of the NFSS Raffle 1 assume all costs assoclated with shipping
should it be deemed necessary and that NFS5 and donater are not
liable for any losses ar illnesses that may accur.

sigwed:___ _
NFSS Fundraising Raffle

Name:_ __ L _

Phone # NFSS #_

Iam a current NFSS member and I understand that should [ be the
winner of the NFSS5 Raffle | assume all costs associated with shipplng
should it be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not
lable for any losses or illnesses that may occur.

signed-______
NFSS Fundraising Raffle

Name: e

Phone # NFSS #

lam acurrent NFSS member and | understand that should | be the
winner of the NFSS Raffle I assume all costs associated with shipping
should 1t be deemed necessary and that NFSS and donator are not
liable for any losses ar Illnesses that may occur.
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Start by cutting off the top of the milk Measurc up 3 3/4” from the bottom. Mark
carten nght at the scum for the folds und  aline al! around the contuiner. Then. cut-
spout  Leave one of the trangular see- ting down along the edyges. cut fioni the
tions from the spout omn. top to the line. Do this for all four corners,
Cut two sides down to 17 above the line.

Fold over the back side 17 up fromthe ~ Fold down the two short sides at the lines.
line. This will form the back of the nest

and provide a flap for you to hang the

nest from. Cut a slot across the back |

1/4"™ from the top edge.
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~ Constructing Milk Carton Nest Boxe
... ByRoy Beckham' 1

Tuck the triangular tab of the top into the For an opening, 1 usually use a half

slot cut into the back. moon shape at the top of the box. Punch
a hole in the back tab and use some wire
to hang the nest.

Add a Perch—Take a large paper clip and bend a loop into the end. Stick a
thumb tack or nail through the loop. Jab a stick onto the nail. Clip this on

the opening of the nest box. The perch assembly is reusable after you
throw the nest away.

This and other 1deas can be found
on the internet at www.eFinch.com
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EFTY, THE O GED ZEBRAFINCH - #

About four years ago, | bought a pair of zebra finches. Like
many of you, this led to the aequisition of many more types of
finches — the usual hobby gone mad! Within months, I was hooked
on raising finches. I soon bought more zebras, and began to breed
them. I'd read that they were among the easiest finches to breed,
and I'd hoped to learn about breeding from them before I attempted
to breed some of the more exotic and difficult species.

1 had great success. With about five brecding pairs of ze-
bras, 1 soon had many baby birds, and needed to find homes for
them. I placed ads 1n the local area, separated the babies mto their
own cage, and soon the phone was ringing with peoplc interested in
buying the babies. Many of these people were first-time bird own-
ers, and knew very little about zebras. Although most of the males
had started to color out, these people often couldn’t tell a male from
a female. To alleviate this confusion, I placed blue plastic split ings
on the males’ legs so potential buyers could tell the males from the
females without me having to spend hours answering the question,
“Is that a malc? Is that one? How about that one?” Thus began the
saga of Lefty.

After a few weeks, only two babies remained unsold — Lefty
and his sister. The cage they were in was spacious, and I had
checked to make sure it didn’t have anything the babies could catch
their leg rings on. (All were also NFSS closed banded.) Nonethe-
less, I came home from work one afternoon to find blood all over the
babies’ cage! I was horrified. There sat Lefty on a perch, with his
leg hanging by a small picce of skin, and the plastic split ring pulled
down around the toes on that foot. Yet he seemed rather unper-
turbed by it all. I couldn’t believe he was even still alive, consider-
ing his sorry state and blood loss.

I rushed him to my vet, who told me that the leg couldn’t be
saved, since the damage was too great. It would have to be ampu-
tated. The vet cut off what was left of the leg, cauterized the stump,
and I picked Lefty up a few hours later. The amputation had caused
a small amount of hlood loss, but, overall, he scemed none the worse
for wear. I didn't think he’d survive long, but 1 brought him home
anyway, thinking at least he could pass away in a comfortable cage,
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not in the vet’s office. In a surprising show of compassion, the vet
refused to charge me for the procedure. I think he took pity on me
and Lefty. What a nice guy!

Much to my surprise, Lefty quickly overcame the most diffi-
cult aspects of his handicap. He figured out how to perch on one
foot, and he could fly, although a bit awkwardly. I made sure he
could get to the food and water, and left him to heal quietly. Not
only did he survive, but he actually recovered, so I released him into
my aviary with all my other birds. It’s an outdoor 15x30-foot
screened porch, and I figured the natural sunlight and rainfall would
do him good, now that the worst was past. I doubted anyone would
ever want to buy him, so I figured it was my responsibility to let him
live out is natural life. I felt guilty about his condition. Afier all, 1
was the one who bred him, and although I could never figure out
what he caught his band on, it was ultimately my fauit since I put
him in that cage in the first place.

Lefty settled well in the awviary, although I noticed he
seemed to be picked on a bit by the other, “healthy” birds. They
seemed to sense he was handicapped, and gave him no small meas-
urc of gnef over it. They drove him from the food, wouldn’t l¢t him
sit near them on perches, and refused to socialize with him or groom
him. He did manage to get enough to eat when no one else was
around the fecder, but I feared that this constant bullying would
eventually weaken him until he succumbed.

After a few weeks, I was just to the point of removing him
from the aviary, when an amazing thing happened. Lefty finally
fought back! One day, I saw him drive another bird from the feeder
when it pecked at him. When challenged for food or a perch, he
started standing his ground, and soon, the other birds stopped mo-
lesting him. I was thrilled with this tum of events, and very relieved
for Lefty. It looked like he’d make it after all. Aside from his in-
Jury, he’d grown up to be a very handsome little male zebra. What
happened next was completely unexpected, and exceeded all my
hopes for Lefty.

Of all my breeding zebra hens, the one I call Mae is my fa-
vorite. She’s pretty, lively, and friendly - coming quite close to me
at times. Also, she’s my most dedicated and reliable breeder. Her
babies are well-formed and healthy. She is a very attentive mother,
never tossing babies or losing a single chick from her clutches. She
had been paired (her choice, not mine) to one of my best-looking
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males, and they never failed to produce outstanding chicks.

So imaging my surprise when I found her being courted by
Lefty! Ididn’t think he had any chance at all, considering his handi-
cap. Well, apparently, Mae thought otherwise. She left her previous
mate, and promptly started a nest with Lefty. They produced several
clutches of beautiful babies that season. How Lefty manages to ac-
tually accomplish mating with only one leg 1s beyond me (I've never
witnessed it yet), but the results speak for themselves.

Lefty and Mae are still together. He continues to
overcome his handicap, and has leammed to rest on his stump while
perching, and he even walks on it while foraging on the ground.
And to think I considered having the vet put him to sleep, thinking
he would never survive, much less thrive. It just proves that you
should never underestimate a creature’s ability to adapt, and its will
to live. Go Lefty!

Please note that all articles that are marked with "All Rights Reserved”™ may not be
reprinted without express permission of the author. At NFSS, we try to publish
contacl information to facilitate this. Do not be hesilant to contact the authar and
reguest such permission, as most will gladly allow this. They just like to know
when and where their material is being reprinted. 1n the event that the author can-
not be reached, please contact the NFSS Editor for assistance.

Steve Poc

706-790-5262

stevepoe@home.com

Button Quail Basics (continued from page 23)

. They must have textured surface to walk on, like sand to avoid splay legs

COLORS

. Dominant

-Normal, Blue, Golden Pearl

. Recessive

-Silver & White

. Some of Mutations Available

-Cinnamon, Fawn, White, Red Breasted, Golden Pearl, Silver Pearl,
Cinnamon Pear], lvory, lvory Pearl, Silver Red Breasted, Blue faced, Blue
Faced Cinnamon, Golden Red Breasted, Slate, Smokey. Cinnamon
Breasted Blue Faced and Tuxedo

Special thanks to Garrie Landry for his researched help. He can be reached by
phone; 337-828-5957 or visit his web site; www.zebrafinch.com.
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NFSS FinchSave Application

lltis completed form to: FinchSave Manager, Daniel Almaguer,
P.O. Box 533015, Orlando, FL. 32853-3015, Phone: (407) 894-3808,
Fax: (407) 894-6400, e-mail: DRAFinch@aol.com

‘Interested in joining FinchSave? Please fill out the below prelimi-
‘nary information and send to the FinchSave Manager, Mr. Daniel
~Almaguer. Upon receipt of this form, you will receive a complete
information package outlining all aspects of the FinchSave Program.

: Name: NFSS#
» Address:
‘ City:

} State: Zip:

Phone: ] Fax:

LCrmail:

~ The National Finch and Softbill Society

Membership Application

-

Mail application and check or money order payable to NFSS: Eileen Laird,
Membership Secretary, P.O. Box 2459, Goldenrod, FL 32733-2459

Annual dues are $25 for single memberships, $30 for dual, and $17.50 for
junior (under 16). U.8. & Puerto Rico 1st Class mailing add $5.00, Cana-
dian add $5.00, Foreign add $10.00 (Please send US funds). Canadian and
foreign subscriptions mailed 1st Class.

Name: NFSS#
Address:
City:
State: Zip:
Phone: Email:
 New Member? Renew NFSS#

Second name if dual membership
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Aviary and Cage Bird
Society (ACBS) of South
Florida

Carrie Efstathion
954-432-3349
marbilldi@earthlink.net
www.feathers.org

Badger Canary and Finch
Club

Susan Feldstein
262-965-5362
devonomumi(@aol.com

Baltimore Bird Fanciers
(Region 1 Show Host}
Barbara Shannon
41{0-350-3550
drhaynesiae
ubmail.ubalt.edu

Birds of a Feather
Avicultural Society
(Mational Cage Bird Show
Host)

Ray Schwartz
603-362-6106
prismsdadi@aol.com
www.BOAF.com

Cajun Canary Club
Meade H. Phelps
504-887-0724
neworleansmeade(@
aol.com

Canary and Finch Seciety
Margie McBrayer
281-338-2814
ulmspatz@@hotmail.com

Capitol City Bird Society
(Region 6 Show Host)
Kateri J. Davis
530-753-7085
CCBSbirds@aol.com
www.capitolbird.com

Central Alabama
Avicultural Society
{Region 2 Show lost)
Margie Lanier
334-567-4073
rmlamer{@earthlink.net

Central California Cage
Bird Club

Jahn Astorino
200-823-0200

birds] 980z vahoo.com

Central Savannah River
Area Exutic Bird Assoc.
Kathleen Clark
706-556-0996
kakkiclarkf@aol com

Connecticut Canary &
Finch Club

Felix Felix
860-953-1362

Email: Alfrede Robles
canariomio{@aol.com

Durham Avicultural
Socicty of Ontario
Vincent H. Moase
905-723-1978
vmoase{@home.com
www birdclub.ca

Finch Connection Bird
Club

Paula Hanscn
503-581-8208

bobeh91 1z aol.com

Finch Society of San
Diego County

Sally Huntington
858-452-9423
sallych{@san rr.com

First Internet Bird Club
Myra Markley
319-362-9390
sefferatisefTera net

www. bird-club.org

Florida State Fair
Dale Laird
407-657-7989
dalel2{@prodigy.net

Fort Warth Bird Club
Clarence Culwell
§17-220-5568
culwell5@flash.net
www. FWBC.org

Friends of the Aviary
Chris White

905-546-4842

chris. whitcf@interbiz.ca
www.friendsofthcaviary.ca

Georgia Caged Bird
Socicty

Pat Maller

770-971-8080
Jandpmiller@mindspring.
com
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Great Lakes Avicultural
Society

Diana Hugo
616-842-0163
hugod@iserv.net
www.i2k.com/~glas/

Greater Chicago Cage
Bird Club

Pam Thompson
708-489-5051
acsG4t{@aol.com
www.GCCBClorg

Greater Pittsburgh Cage
Bird Society, Inc.

Margie Jonnet
412-795-1904
mjonnet@katz.pitt.edu

Greater Rochester Avian
Society

Patrick F. Goonan
716-288-5653
patrick_goonan@hotmail.
com
www.angelfire.com/zine/
GRAS

Guif South Bird Club,
Inc.

Danny Chauvin
985-876-7966
tBirds@mabiletel.com

Honolulu Canary and
Finch Club

Kathy Perreira
B08-844-3629
alal884(@acl.com

Iilini Bird Fanciers
Tom Rood
217-774-5265
tiraod(@bnunhnet.com

International Canary
Society

Marie Gleason
716-282-2944
frankruthsalvini@aol.com
www.upatsix.com/ics

MidAmerica Cage Bird
Society

Great American Bird Show
{(GABS) Host

Rhoda Shirley
515-243-1511
racod@ticon.net

Middle Tennessee Cage
Bird Club

Darlene McDonnell
615-355-4250
tnma2(@home.com

Midwest Zebra and
Seciety Finch Club
Nita Haas
816-331-5285
timjhaas{@home.com

Missouri Cage Bird
Association

Rich Dickman
036-928-3444
skdatl@accessus.net

Mator City Bird Breeders
(Region 3 Show Host)

Pat Piekarz.

810-296-2957
P3495(@aol.com

National Institute of Red
Orange Canaries
Stephan V. Hopman
815-469-8455
birdhopi@aol.com

New York Finch and
Type Canary Club

Stan Kulak
718-967-6899
barstand@erols.com
www.nyfinchtypccanary.
homestead.com

Peninsula Caged Bird
Society

Marian “Bea” Rogers
757-484-600]
dickivy@two-rivers.com
www.freeyellow.com/
members9/clubpage/index.
html

Raleigh-Durham Caged
Bird Society

April Blazich
919-831-8079
aprilbZébellsouth.net

Santa Clara Valley Ca-
nary & Exotic Bird Club
Richard Pizzurro
408-927-0734

Dorcen Waugh
doreenl23@
mindspring.com

Society of Canary &
Finch Breeders
Patrick Vance
248-443-0643

www. SCFB.net

Southeast Bird Fanciers
Ginny Allen

334-749-7168
gndallen@earthlink.net
http://members.tripod.com/
scbfg/SEBF.htm

Continued on Page 34
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JUN2 Show

Iilini Bird Fanciers

4-H Building
Shelbyville, IL

Judge: Clarence Culwell

JUN2 Fair

West Suburban CB Club
DuPage Cnty Fairgrounds
Wheaton, 1L

JUN3 Fair

Capitol City Bird Society
Ladi Pet Fair

Roseville, CA

JUN3 Fair
Suncoast Avian Socicty
Minnreg Bldg,

Largo, FL

JUN 10 Event

New York Finch and Type
Canary Club

Feather Show

Averill Blvd.

Park Mecting Room
Elmeont, Long Island, NY

JUN 16 Bird Mart
Birds of a Feather
Avicultural Society
Manchester, NH

AUG4 Show
Suncoast Avian Society
St. Petersburg Coliscum
St. Petersburg, FL
Judge: Dennis Lewis

AUG 4-5 Show
Midwest Zebra & Society
Fineh Club

American Inn

North KCMO

Judge: Clarence Culwell
Aug 4..Seminars 12-6 pm
Aug 5... Show

AUG 17—SEP 3
California State Fair
Capitol City Bird Society

SEP 1-2 Shows

Central Alabama
Avicultural Society
{Region 2 Show Host)
Govemor’s House Hotel
and Conference Center
Montgomery, AL

Judge: Clarence Culwell
{Day 1), Sally Huntington
{Day 2)

SEP8 Fair

National Institutc of Red
Orange Canaries, Baby
Fcathers Show and Fair
Elk Grove Township Hall
2400 Arlington Ht. Road
Elk Grove, IL 60005

SEP% Event
Society of Canary and
Finch Breeders
Livonia, Ml

SEP 21-23 Show
Purham Avicultural Soci-
cty 24th Annual Show
Jubilee Pavilion

35 Lakeview Park Ave.
Oshawa, ONT L1H 857

SEP 22 Fair/Sale
Greater Chicago Cage Bird
Club

Hattendorf Center

Elk Grove, IL

SEP 23 Fall Fair
Missouri Cage Bird Assoc.
Stratford Inn

Fenton, MO

SEP 29 Show
Conneeticut Canary &
Finch Club

Fatima Squarc Church
Kane Street

Hartford, CT 06106
Judge: Al Decoteau

OCT 6 Fair

CSRA Exotic Bird Assoc.
Julian Smith Casino
Augusta, GA

OCT 6 Show

Middle Tennessea Cage
Bird Club

TN State Fairgrounds
Nashville, TN

Judge: Paul Williams

OCT 6-7 Shows

Aviary and Cage Bird
Socicty of South Florida
War Memorial Auditorium
800 NE Bth Street

Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Judge: Dale Laird (Day 1),
pending (Day 2)

OCT 6-7 Shows
Great American Bird
Show

Hosted by MidAmerica
Cage Bird Society
Hotel Ft. Dcs Moincs
Des Moines, [A

Judge: Paul Williams
(Day 1), Miki Sparzak
(Day 2)
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OCT7 Fair OCT 20 Show NOV3 Show

Suncoast Avian Society New York Finch and Type | Greater Chicago Cage Bird

Minnreg Bldg. Canary Club Club

Ft. Lauderdalc, FL St. Judes Church Tinley Park Holiday Inn
Coyne Hall Tinley Park, IL

OCT 12-13 Shows Q401 Seaview Ave. Judge: Patrick Vance

The Finch Connection Bird | Brooklyn, NY

Show and Exhibit Judge: Bill Parlee NOV 3 Show

Oregon St Fairgrounds Greater Pittsburgh Cage

Salem, OR OCT 20 Fair Bird Society, Inc.

Judge: Julie Duimstra West Suburban CB Club Monroeville, PA

(Day 1), Clarence Culwell | DuPage Cnty Fairgrounds { Judge: Al Decoteau

(Day 2) Wheaton, IL

OCT 19-21 Show
Int'l Canary Society
Lockport Best Western
Lockport, NY

Judge: pending

OCT 20 Show
Baltimore Bird Faneiers
{Region 1 Show Host)
61st Annual Show

Tal] Cedars of Lebanen [lal!
Gld Harford Road and
Putty Hill Avenue
Parkville, Maryland

9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Judge: Jackie Civitarcse

OCT 20 Show

Fort Worth Bird Club
Grapevine Conv. Center
Grapecvine, TX

Judge: Tom Rood

OCT 20 Show

Great Lakes Avicultural
Society

Rockford North Middle
School

Rockford, M1

Tudge: Paul Williams

OCT 20-21 Shows
Capitol City Cagc Bird
Club

{Region 6 Show Host)
Placer County Fairgrounds
Roseville, CA

Judge: pending

OCT 27 Show

Canary & Finch Society
League City Civic Center
400 West Walker

League City, TX

Judge: Steve Hoppin

OCT 27 Show
Central California Cage
Bird Club

S0S Club

Modesto, CA

Judge: pending

OCT 27 Show

Motor City Bird Breeders
Italian-American Commu-
nity Cultural Center
28111 Impcrial Drive
Warren, ML 48092
Judge: Conrad Meincrt

OCT 27-28 Show
Society of Canary and
Finch Breeders
Livonia, MI

Tudge: Dr. Al Decoteau

NOV3 Show

Missouri Cage Bird Assoc.
Days Inn

Eurcka, MO

Judge: Martha Wigmore

NOV3 Show

Tcexas Bird Breederss
(Region 4 Show Host)
Mavborn Conv. Center
Temple, TX

Judge: Armando Lee

NOV 34 Show
Georgia Caged Bird Soci-
ety

Jim Miller Park

Marictta, GA

Judge: Dale Laird

NOV 15-17 NCBS
Hosted by Birds of a
Feather Avicultural Society
Holiday Inn—The Center
Manchester, NH

Judge: Martha Wigmorc

NOV 23-25 Show

Santa Clara Valley Canary
& Exotic Bird Club
Wilcox HS

Santa Clara, CA

Judge: Bill Parlee

(Continued on next page)
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My namc is Waltraud
Anna Sinclair.  hut
Americans find it easier
to call me Anna, so I
took my middle name as
my first name. 1 was
hred and handed in Trier,
Germany, but live very
happily with my husband
of 33 years in America.
God gave us 2 sons and
one daughier. All of them
are grown now. 23 years
ago,] started raising
Finches and Canarics.
And still do so very suc-
cessfullv with the Lord's
heip. 1 enjoy partaking in
any shows that 1 possibly
can. And there too, the
Lord helped me to be
successful. 1 enjoy be-
yond words to be and to
work  with  people, to
raise my beautiful birds,
and T cnjoy immensely
life uself. 1 currently
raise Engl. Zebras, Socic-
ties, Cordon Blues,
Strawberry Finches, and
Gouldian Finches. In the
field of Canaries, T work
with  German Rollers,
American  Singers,
Mosaic Melanen Agates.
I am delighted to serve as
Vice President of Region
5.

Sincerely,
Anna Sinclair

@ Southeast Tennessee
#] Avilcultural Society

Janet Burrcll
423-472-1306
Jbjg2202@aol.com

Sunceast Avian
Society, Inc

Joseph Ventimiglia
727-392-9391
wWwWW.suncoastavian
socicty.org

Tennessee Valley Exotic
Bird Club

Kim Strong

3411 Longhollow Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37938
Leading24aol.com

Texas Bird Breeders
{Region 4 Show Host)
Clarence Culwelt
817-220-5568
culwell5@flash net

Texas Canary Club
Tina Dalecki
281-370-7422
tdakecki@ltw net

Tri-State Av
Society
Barry Laster
850-668-0908
barryL{@polaris.net
www tristateavian
society.org

1an

Finches

Peggy Duvall
757-623-4786
peggyei@macs.net

West Suburban Caged
Bird Club

Therese Baker
(30-879-9470
tmbseconcentiic.com
WwWw wiche.org

END

and L

NOVY 24 Show
National Institute of Red
Orange Canaries
Holiday Inn

1000 Busse Road

Elk Grove, IL

Judge: Charlie Anchor

1'Shotw and Events -
“Continued from page 33

DEC1 Show

Cajun Canary Club

Quality Hotel and
Conference Center

Metairie, LA

Judge: pending

END

Virginia Socicty of Exotic
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Mail to: Darla Dandre, P.O. Box 1231, Lisle, IL 60532-7231
Phone: (630) 671-1143, Email: dbirdranch@aol.com

This information must reach the Awards Manager at least two months BE-
FORE show date. Awards are sent Priority Mail to the designated person.

PLAQUES All plagues are $25 each. They arc walnut finish with the engraved
NFSS logo on brass gver black plate on the left and the ¢lub information on brass
over black plate on the right. All are 6x8.

Best in Show Best in Show Softhill
2d Best in Show Service/Breeder Award
3d Best in Show

ROSETTES The basic set of rosettes for finches and softbills consists of ten ro-
scttes with the NFSS logo on the button. One Best Unflighted rosctte is also in-
cluded. Unflighted birds are those banded with current year (2001) bands.

Basic Rosette Pac'.aze (1-10 plus Best Unflighted) $45.00
Unflighted (2d and 3d place rasettes for unflighted) 510.00
Novice $7.00

Total amount of check PAYABLE TO NFSS:

Send awards to:

City Statc Zip

Phone Email

Show/Event Information

Date of Show/Event Judge

Show/Event Location

Club Dclegate

Phone Email

Can this information be published in the NFSS Bulletin? Yes ~ No
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President - Dale Laird
P.O. Box 2459, Goldenrod, FL 32733-2459
Phone/Fax: (407) 657-7989 Email: dalcli@magicnet.net

1st Vice President
Regional V. P.’s

Kerri Ann McCoy
4780 Settles Point Road
Suwance, GA 30024
Phone: (578) 546-3353
Email: kemrimecoy(@
carthlink.net

2nd Vice President
Puhlications

Marc Riva

303 Elite Court
QOshawa, Ontano,
LIK7V3, Canada
Phone: (905) 576-1901
Fax: (905)436-9872
Email: marc@nfssnet

3rd Vice President
FinchSave/Census
Manager

Daniel Almaguer

P.0. Box 533015

Orlando, FI. 32853-3015
Phone: (4073 894-3808

Fax: {407) 834 6400

Email: DRAFinchi@aol.com

4th Vice President

Judges Pnl, Stds/Rescarch
Stephen Hoppin

3836 Hidden Acres Cirgle
N. Ft. Myers, FL 33903
Phone: (941) 997-2237
Fax: (941) 997-NFSS
Email:
n2finchs{@peganet.com

Membership Director
Eileen Laird

P.O. Box 24359

Galdenrod, FL 32733-2459
Phone/Fax: (407) 657-7989

Executive Secretary
Annette Howard

1271 Conser Drive
Salem, OH 44460
Phane/fax: 33(-337-7654
Email:
sale_ahfgaccess-k12.01g

Treasurer

Bobbhi Keenan

909 §. 9th Street

Leesburg, FL 34748-6939
Phone: {352) 787-8654
Fax: (352)787-2097
Email: fxeenangdigital net

Liaison Officer

Ginny Allen

307 Brookwood Court
Opelika, AL 36801
Phone: (334) 749-7168
Email:
gndallen{@earthlink net

Band Secrctary

Carol Heesen

F.0O. Box 752
Riverhank, CA 95347
Phone: (209) 869-2603
Fax: {209) 869-5987
Lmail:
carplicibirds2Zgraw.com

President Emeritus
William Parlee

631 Talcottville Rd, Apt. 4N
Vemon, CT 06066

Phone (860} 569-0200
Email:
BillliITFDCT@aol.com

Regional

Regional Vice President
Region 1 — Northeast
Christine Voronovich
38 Liberty Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Phone: 860-649-8220

Regional Vice President
Region I — Southeast
Armando Lee

P.O. Box 831238

Miami, FL 33283

Phone (305) 270-1000
Email:
ajleei@bellsouth.net

Regional Vice President
Region 3 — Mid-Central
Darla Dandre

P.O. Box 1231

Lisle, TL 60532-7231
Phone: (630)671-1143
Email: dbirdranchi@aol.com

Regional Vice President
Region 4 — Midwest
Clarenee Culwell

250 Horseshoe Drive
Springtown, TX 76082
Phone: (817)220-5568
Fmail:
culwellS@flash.net
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Regional Yice President
Region 5~ Mountain

Anna Sinclair

2430 San Marcos

Colorado Springs, CO 80910
Phone: 719-634-6404
Email:
bsinclair2430@juno.com

Regional Yice President
Region 6 — Pacific Coast
Saily Huntington

5634 Carnegie Street

San Dicgo, CA 92122
Phone/Fax: (858) 452-9423
Email: huntingtoncenter
@waorldnet.att.net

Regional Vice President
ProTem

Region 7 — Caribbean
Juho Maico Sato

{alle 6F-10

Rexville

Bayamon, PR 00957

May/June 2001

FinchShop Manager
Annette Howard

P.O. Box 404

Salern, OH 44460
Ph/Fax: 330-337-7654
Email:
Sale_ahi@access-k12.org

Web Site Manager
Harry Bryant

37212 Butiemet Ridge
Elyria, OH 44035

Erail: uluweb@aol.com

NFSS Editor

Steve Poe

4310 Ascot Road
Hephzibah, GA 30815
Phone: (706) 790-5262
Email:
stevepoel@thome cont

Page 39

Advertising and
Promotions Manager
Daniel Almaguer

P.O. Box 533015
Orlando, FL 32853-3015
Phone: (407) 894-3808
Fax: (407) 894 6400
Email:
DRAFinch@aal.com

Awards Manager

Darla Dandre

P.O. Box 1231

Lisle, [L 60532-7231
Phone: (630) 671-1143
Email: dbirdranchi@aol.com

Note: Please phone ahead to
the desired party before tele-
faxing. Many individuals
share phone/fax lines or have
to set fax software or ma-
chine ta receive.

‘W@RLD + BIRDS .2

Cockulles & Parakoet Wil + Finch & Canary Woetd » Parvol Woisd

2 Now and Join the Fun!
Yes, 1 would like 1o Subscribe to Your World of Birds!
T3 1 year far $19.95 T 2 years $3895 1 Sample $5.50
1 Fam subscribing for two years, ptease send a free copy
of the Bird Care Hoadbook and Resvurce Gulde
™Y twould fike to order 2 copy of the Bird Care Hondbood 07
and Resource Gule for $7.90 postpaid {55.95 phes $1.85 5&!'!) o
For Fastest Service call 1.800.864.2500 (for orders only, pleasef)
OHice/Inquiries; {408) 655.3500 « Fax: {408) 655.3950
Weh it/ fwww.seacoastpub.com » £moil scaconst@icacoastpub.com

Ploang aotwen this casd with vowr rheck, marey gri, of ool cand indomagion 1o,

Seacoast Publishing » 850 Park Avenue + Monterey, CA $3940
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Stephen Hoppin, Panel Chairman
3836 Hidden Acres Circle, N. Ft. Myers, FL. 33903
Phone: (941)997-2237
Fax: (941) 997-NFS8
Email: N2finchs@peganet.com

Nizam Ali

135-11 114th Street

S. Qzone Park, NY 11420
Email: veteS@aocl.com

Charles Anchor
12384 Laurel Lane
Huntley, [ 60142
847-515-1090

Laura Bewley
ISIRE 65 W Avenue
Tulsa, (T 74107
918-446-31999

Ema:l:
Ibewley@yahoo.com

Harold Bowles

230 College Circle
Cedartown, GA 30125
Phone: 770-748-4627
Fax: 770-748-3969

Jacky Civitarese

1930 Church Road
Baltimore, MDr 21222
Phone/Fax: 410-282-4754
Email: Lix4me(@aol com

Clarence Culwell

250 Horseshoe Drive
Springtown, TX 76082
Phone: {817) 220-5568
Email: culwell5@flash net

Dr. Al Decotean

P. 0. Box 369

Groton, MA 01450
Phone: 6036724568
Fax: 603-672-3120
Email: spbeli@aol.com

Daren Decotean

89 Pleasantview Avenue
Stratford, CT 06497
Phone:  203-377-2049
Email: cddeco@aol.com

Julie Duimstra

4201 NE 125th Place #163
Partiand, OR 97230
S03-261-8788  Email:
julic duimstragggte net

Cecil Gunby

8121 Route |, ITwy. 34
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
Phone/Fax. 770-254-1261

Sally Huntington
5634 Camegie Street
San Dhego, CA 92122
858-452-9423

Email:
SallyCll(@san.rr.com

Clayton Jones

P. Q. Box 266
Soquel, CA 95073
Phone: 831-728-8676

Hal M. Koontz

2604 Auburn Ct.
Bakersfield, CA 93306
Phone: 805-872-1063
Fax: 805-634-1147
Email:
Hknontzi@atsecure. nel

Joseph Krader

2910 Alps Road
Corona, CA 91719
Phone: 909-272-6525

Dale Laird

P.0. Box 2459

Goldenrod, FL. 32733
Phene: 407-657-7989
Email: dalel2i@prodigy.net

Armando Lee

P.C. Box 811238

Miami, FL 33283

Phone {305) 270-1000
Email: ajlec@belisouth net

Dennis J. Lewis

7446 Glasgow Road
Brooksville. F1. 34613-7466
Phone: 352-596-3376
Email: doveart@atlantic net

Brian Mandarich
4743 E. Hedges Avenue
Fresno, CA 93703
Phone: 209-255-6508

Teri McAuliffe

269 Thames Drive
Colorado Springs, CO
80906

Phone/Tax: 719-576-9009
Cmail: jnglprds@aol.com



NF5S Bulletin

Conrad Meinert

1212 E. 300 South
Warsaw, IN 46580-8736
Phone: 219-269-2873
Fax: 219-269-3142
Email: BirdmanofWar-
saw(@kcontine.com

William G. Pariee

631 4N Talcottville Rd.
Vemaon, CT 06066
Phone: 860-569-0200
Email: billhtfdcti@aol.com

Tom Rood

313 N. Broadway
Shelbyville, IL 62565
Phone: 217-774-5265
Email:
tirood@bmmhnet.com

May/June 2001

Marien Miki Sparzak
517 Old North Point Road
Raltimore, MD 21224
Phone: 410-282-9233
Email: spbe2@aol.com

Patrick Vance

18175 Avilla

Lathrup Village, M1 48076
Phone: 248-443-0643

Christine Voronovitch
38 Liberty Street
Manchester, CT (6040
Phone: 860-649-8220
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Martha Newman
Wigmore

365 Evans Ave NW #203
Elk River, MN 55330
Phaone: (763) 241-1201

Paul S. Williams

703 Donegal Drive
Papillion, NE 68046
Phone: 402-592-5488
Email:
RolTidei@ix.netcom.com

Changing your address?

Allow NFSS to be the first to greet you at your new home!

Be sure to notify:

NFSS Membership Director

Eileen Laird
P.O. Box 2459

Goldenrod, FL. 32733-2459

Name:

Club Delegates also notify:

NFSS Liaison Officer
Dianna Rubly

525 Pottsville Street, PO Box 52

Wiconisco, PA 17097-0052.

New Address:

City:

St

Phone:

Zip:

Membership #
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The basic affiliation fee is $25.00. Make check
payable to NFSS.

Mail to: Ginny Allen, Liaison Officer
307 Brookwood Court
Opelika, AL 36801
Email: gndallen(@earthlink.net
Phone/Fax: (334) 749-7168

Club Name:

Club Delegate:

NFSS #: Expiration Date:
Address:

*DPhone: *Email:

*NFSS may use this information in the NFSS Bulletin and on the web site.

Delegate’s Signature:

Club Officer:
Address:

*Phone: *Email:
Club Email Contact {Important):
Club Web Site

Show/Event Date: Panel Judge:
Show Location:
Send NFSS Bulletin to:

Please list other fairs or events hosted by your club for listing in the Bulle-
tin. Please include dates, locations, and a contact member with phone num-
ber and/or email address:
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‘The National Finch and Softbill Society
Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

Size A: Gold-breasted Waxbill, Orange-cheeked Waxbill, Owl Finch
(Bicheno), Quail Finch, Red-eared Waxbill, Strawberry Finch, and other
small waxbills.

Size B: Black-cheeked Waxbill, Cordon Bleu, Cuban Melodious Finch, Fire
Finch, Olive Finch, Rufous-backed Mannikin.

Size C: B&W Mannikin, Blue-capped Waxbill, Bronze-winged Mannikin,
Cherry Finch, Green Singing Finch, Grey Singing Finch, Heck’s Shaftail,
Lavender Finch, Painted Finch, Pileated Finch, Pytilias, Red-leaded Parrot
Finch, Shaftail Finch, Silverbills, Star Finch.

Size D: Blue-faced Parrot Finch, Chestnut-breasted Finch, Lady Gouldian
Finch, most smaller mannikins, most other parrot finches, Pictorella Finch,
Pintaiied Nonpareil, most twinspots, Yellow-rumped Finch. Zebra Finch.
Size E: Black-crested Finch, Diamond Sparrow, European Greenfinehy,
Golden Song Sparrow, Nuns, Peter’s Twinspot, Siskins, Socicty Finch
{Bengalesc), Spice Finch.

Size (G- Magpie Mannikin, most larger mannikins, small tanagers.

Size J.  Europcan Goldfinch, Pekin Robin, Silver-eared Mesias, most small
softbills.

Size K: Java Rice Birds, Red-crested Cardinal, Saffron Finch, Shama
Thrush.

Size L: Diamond Dove, other small doves, Quail, softbills.
Size M: Leaf Birds, Pagoda Mynah, large sunbirds.
Size R: Green/Purple Starlings, Superb Starlings.

Stze 8¢ Indian Hill Mynah, Java Mynah, Ring-necked Dove, Toucanettes,
White-tailed Jay.

Size T small hornbills, Plush-capped Jay, small toucans. small touracos.

Banding instructions included with each order
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Mail form and payment NFSS offers, to members qnlg closed trace-
ayable to NFSpS: able aluminum bands, available only in the
garol Heesen NFSS color of the year. The bands are en-
NFSS Band Secretary graved with the initials NFS, size code, year
P.O. Box 752 and number. There 1s no choice of numbers.
Riverbank, CA 95367 All orders are recorded for permanent refer-
ence. Bands are ordered in strings of ten, all

the same size. New members may order be-

fore receiving their membership number,
Write “New” for membership number on the order form. Orders processed
weekly as received. Please, no mail requiring signatures. $1.00 handling
fee effective 3/1/99.

Band Size # of Strings Priee per string Total Amount

A $3.25

B $3.25

C $3.25

D §3.25

E $3.25

G $3.25

J $3.25

K $3.25

L. $3.25

M $3.25

R $3.25

S $3.25

T $3.25
Postal Tnsurance: Under $50 = $1.10 Subtotal:
From $50 - $100 = $2.0¢ Over $100=33.00 Insurance:
1f you cheose NOT to include this sum, NFSS will NO'T be Handling <1.00
responsible for replacement of bands lost in shipment. Total:
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 7.25% SALES TAX
Name: , NFSS #
Address:
City: State:
Zipp  Phone: o
Email:
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FINCHSHOP :
The Natlonal Finch and Softblll _Socnety Store
' ORDER FORM '

NFSS Membershlp #

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone
| Shipping & Handling: Total
' Orders $10 and under add $2.00,

orders $10.01 and over add $3.50 $ & :
ITEM SIZE PRICE
Be sure to indicate size where applicable.

| Mail tormdand paxg}lent ﬁ%}gcsk or

money order payable to ) to: Subtotal
' FINCHSHOP
" Attn: Annette Howard S&H _ .

P.O. Box 404

Salem, OH 44460 TOTAL
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ITEM SIZE PRICE
Bric Peake Lithograph, 535
“The Piamond Firetails
signed by the artist _
Video: Finch Husbandry | Add #3.20 S&H $25
Video: The Wonderful | Members/Affiliates $17
World of Finches & Soft- | - :
bills: An Introduction Non-Members $22
NFSS T-shirt, 10 colorful | Indicate size, M, L, XL, $18
Finches in Stalks of XXL
Grass, White Only,

50/50 Blend

NFSS Judges Handbook | NEW AND AT A $10
and Official Standards = | LOWER PRICE!
NFSS Name Badge Second line of engraving £7.50
(Members Ohly) Comes |add $i, for magnetic back,
with one line of engraving | Add $1.50
Print name clearly
NFSS Plastic Water Bot- 56
tle
NFSS Gouldian Pin £6
NFSS Zebra Pin $6
1998 NFSS Handbook $4
Membership Yearbook
Past Bulletins, 1994 and 4.
later
Past Bulletins, 1993 and $3
older
NFSS Show Cage Plans | Size #1 #2  #3 34
All 3 Show Cage Plans 10
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Horizon Micro-Environments

Bird
Natural Environmentally-Secure Transporters

N.ES.T.

Designed with comfort and safety a top
Priority. Makes it impossible for
Careless handlers to block air vents,
Lets heat rapidly escape and
prevents CO? build-up.

Over 15 times more ventilation
Than our nearest competitor!

1-800-443-2498

hitp://www.negia.net/~horizon

You don’t have to be a professional
aviculturist to realize viruses and diseases are
Lurking everywhere, and that mental and
Physical stresses are overwhelming.

Give your birds that needed protection
And vourself some piece of mind.

The “all new” OMNIN.E.S.T. for 1998 is finally here!
And we still pay the freight* on all orders over $98.00
Call for details and our frce color brochure.
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Visit us on the web!

www.nfss.org

The ESTRILDIAN

The ESTRIL.DIAN is produced for the purpose of relating the most up to date infarmation on
all specics belonging to the family Esmildidae both in the wild and in captivity, Within 1ts
124 species are all ol the Waxbills, Parrot Finches, Mannikins und Australian finches. The
aviculturist and the scientist ave much to offer each other and the ESTRILDIAN brings
together like-minded enthusiasts from around the world. The magazine is sent 1o 13 different
countrics ranging from Australia to Puerto Rico and has many leading Zoo’s, Aviculturists
and Researchers as both members and contributors. With well over 100 members in the
USA, we have now been able to reduce cur overseas subscription rates.

12 mouths subseription is £15 Sterling; USA 530 persenal check accepted
ESTRILDID FORUM
10, Gable Terrace, Wheatley Hill, County Durham. DH6 3)T
ENGLAND




