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Quiko products; Egg toods, Food, Vitaming & supplements
Sun Seed products; Seed. treats, & litter

Breeder Supplies; Canary nests {wire, plastic. terra cotta)
Finch nests {wicker and wood) Nest boxes, nesting materials.
nest pads, dishes, waterers, bowls, bath houses, artificial eggs,
candiing lights, show cages, and more.

We accept Master Card, Visa, Discover,
Money Orders, C.O.D. Checks and
Cash (only kidding-please don't mail us
cash.)

Call Janis at 866-412-5275 (toll free)
or 419-825-2839. Fax (419) 825-2939

or e.mail OrchidTreeExoticwaol.com
for prices, information, to place an order,
or just to chat.
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1st Quarter Board Meeting Minutes

-- Meeting began on the NESSs OFFICER fist via internct January 17. 2002 cnd-
g February 10. 20602

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
No minrutes were prescnted.

TREASURER'S REPORT:
Mark Phelps report 171702 o 2734032

incom $4.754.47
Expenses 30992
Total income $4,354 .35

CASH cheeking (rew)  $2.000.00

checking fokdy 142562

SaVIngs 1294977

advances 04832
S17,021 M

A motion to accept the troasurer's Teport was submitied by Ginny Allen and sec-
onded by Vince Huntington,

SECRETARY'S REPORT:
No Scerctary's report available,

MEMBERSHIP:
Martie Lauster's report /102 to 2063432
374 members 71 dual members Total membership is 645.

£ IAISON OFFICERS REPORT:

Ginny Allen's report 1102 to 2703762 In Jan. 2002 affiliation packets were sent
to all 2000 and 2001 affiliated clubs,

27 ¢lubs have afliliated to date.

BAND SECRETARY:

Carot Heesen:

On December 27th. 2001 we shipped 46 band orders. This in 1/3 the number
shipped oo December 27, 2000,

A totaf of 321 band orders were processed in 2001,

“There was iniftally & shortage on the 2002 bands for 2002 but we have now 1¢-
ceived all bands ordered for 2002, We should have the aluminum bands we need
for the year but will likely necd to place another order for the open plastic bands,
{sules are going very stow on these to date) The billing is sent directly to the
treasurer 50 | am not sure if Bobbie/Mark has pad
this il yet.
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OLD BUSINESS: (Motions left over from 2001}

Motion 1,200, Inclusion of Internet membership. Could meqmberships be adjusted
whereby some members who wish to could recerve their bulicting viy

the internet? No motions for endorscment. §s now awaiting input from NFSS Web-
master, Harry Bryant. 5-yes 8-no Dabstain  not passed

Motion 2.2001. The climination of bulk mailing of bulleting? 1E.- Marty Lauster
ynoved we reverse the way membership dues yre listed. List them at 33000 and
offer the option to save $5.08, ro utilize bylk mailing. We should also describe
limits of bulk mailing. cte. Carol Heesen seconded.

{2-yes 2-no passed

Motion made by Carol Heesen ond-2001. Allow NFSS list monitor (John Wilson)
frecdorn to invite foreign finch cxperts to join and contribute 1© the NFSSya.
hoogroups.com Elist. Mr. Wilson will use his diserction. Seconded by Keyri
McCoy. 18-yes 3-no T.abstain passed

NEW BLSINESS:

Information: In the pregidents attempt to reach an jn-person quorum for the 3rd gt
2002 board mecting {which could be keld at the AFA convention in

Tampa) the following officers said they intend to attend: Sally Huntington, Vince
Huntimgton, Ginny Allen, Ron Castaer possibly Kerri McCoy & Armonde Lec,

Motion 1-2002. Vince Huntington proposcd. in support of region-six membcers
asking for such, that the voting records (how cach member voted) for cach

motion of item be routinely listed in bulictin and web site. Was not sceonded as of
this writing.

no vafe

Motion 2-2002. Kerri McCoy proposed we ¢reate a Region-8 Canadian, recognize
thern as a region and cleet a regional VI Seconded by

Carol Heesen,

12-yes 2-no passed

Motion 3-2002. Giany Allen proposcd. That NESS allow an expenditurc of $90.00
to create and digitalive sn NFSS logo. Seconded by Kerri MeCoy.
14.ves passed

Motton 4-2002. Annctic Howard proposed, to inerease Finch Shop funds to
$1.000.68 per yeur instead of the previously approved $300.00. Kerri McCoy
seconded.

F{-yes 3ano passed

Muotion 5-2002. Martha Wigmeore proposed that the 340,06 in NFSS budpet set
aside for trgvel for the NFSS President 1o the annusl AFA convention {thus
year in Tampa} to be diverted for use for the NESS speakers fees snd travel to the
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AFA convention, On Feb 3rd the president volunteered her $440 be used to com-
pensate both speakers at the AFA. All inputs considered, the final decision of
these AF A speaker/iravel refated funds to be made by the president. No vote.

Motion 62002, Kerri McCoy proposed “erri and Finchsave commitiec arc asking
for the approvat of the application of Kathy MacKay and Grant Rishman

for NFSS endorsement of their cooperative breeding program of the Pekin Robin..
Ginny AHen seconded. 10-ves 3-no 1-sbstain passed

. President's decisions this year, {Things the president acted on which are of gen-
eral interest to all). Note: These items were discussed in various

formal and informal ways, they are not items which need to be voted on in order to
be put inte mation, but will be called president's decisions.

One. Because they are so active in day-to-day NFSS structure, Steve Poc and John
Witson were invited fo participate in the officer’s list in a
non-voting capacity.

Twe. For elarity, John Wilson will be listed on the officers page in cach NFSS
builetin, as the NFSS List Site-master. (Harry Bryant is the NF3S
Webmaster)

Three. A stlent auction will be used as the primary fundraiser at the 2002 NCBS in
Santa Clara, Ca.

Fourteen board members who voted in the first quarter meeting;

Armando Lee Mark Phelps VinceHuntington
Harry Bryant Ginmy Allen

Julio Mateo

Koerrt MeCoy Carol Heesen

Martha Wigmore Ron Casmer

Martie Lauster Darfa Dandre

James Fehix Harold McBrayer

Annette Howard and Anna Sinclair did not vote

GABS 2003 judyes sclection are: Patrick Vance
Sally Huntington
Clarence Culwell
Respectfully submitied
Vince Huntimuaton
Acting seerctary
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National Finch and Softbill Society
Honor Roll of Recipients of the
Exhibitor of Excellence Award

through year 2001 show season

Cecil Gunby 1687
Hal Koontz 1987
Brenda Geesey 1988
Marty von Raesfeld 1988
Steve Hoppin 1989
Brian Mandarich 1989
Gene and June Miller 1989
Kris Kroner 1990
Richard Lujan 1990

Tom Rood 1950
Marvin Yoder 1990
John Dapas 1991
Mary and Steve Payne 1991
Pat and Mary Krichten 1962
Alvin and Dixie Lea 1992
Patrick Vance 1992
Dennis Burhans 1594
Frank and Sandy Hudson 1995
Dale and Eileen Laird 1995
Rick Sziachta 1995
Chris Voronovich 1995
lerrt Wiesenfeld 1996
Sally Huntington 1997
Harold and Margie McBrayer1997
Richard Pizzuro 1998
Daria Dandre 2000

Felipe Boniiia 2001
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National Finch and Softbill Society
Honor Roll Champion Birds

Jrom 1984 10 HiG!

1991

Normal Java Rice Bird 82 pts
{(NFS-K-245-790) Kris Kroner
Dilute Society Finch 56 pis
{NFS-E-87-789) Tom Rood
Normal Zebra Finch 52 pts
{NFS-C-36-"87) Tom Rood
1994

Fawn Diamond Sparrow 61 pts

(NFS-D-87-792) Gene/dune Miller

1995

Yellow-rumped Diamond Sparrow 67 pts
(NFS-E-112-'94} Gene/June Miller
Normal Shaftail 52 pts
(NFS-C-1552-793) Ellen Buchanan
1996

European Starling 52 pis

(SPBE-BRAL15-"93) Facky Civitarese

Persa Touraco 57 pts
{DIL37-'93) Dale & Eileen Laird

Fage 9




NFSS Bulietin March/April 2002 Page 10

Normal Java Rice Bird 57 pts
(K-493.794) Dale & Eileen Laird
Cinnamon Java Rice Bird 56 pts
{K-58-93) Patrick Vancce
1997

Orange Headed Gouldian 52 pis
{(NFS D-8162-796) Carolyn Belisle
1999

Senegal Firefinch 69 pts
{(NFS B- 458-96} Stephen Hoppin

NEW EDITOR!

Effective upon publication of this notice, Martie Lauster has agreed
to take over as editor. Her contact information can be found in the
Board of Officers listings on pages 30 and 31 of this issue.

It has been my privilege to serve both the officers and members of
the NFSS as editor for three years. Everyone has been wonderful
to work with, and I hold this organization in the highest regard.

1 would like to urge the many members to support Martie as well as
you have me, by continuing to submit your informative and educa-
tional writings for publication. Thank you all for your support.

Steve Poe
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I ANNOUNCEMENT I

! am happy to announce that our NFSS judge for the Finch and
Softhill Division at the National Cage Bird Show in California this
November is Cecil Gunby from Sharpsburg, Georgia. Congratula-
tions, Ceeil! What FUN we will all have, and we'll learn more than
a thing or two from this experienced aviculturist and very fine
NFSS panel judge.

Judging for this year's show will be on Friday, November 15, 2602
and the show hall will also be open to the public on Saturday, No-
vember 16. The show will be held at the Santa Clara {California)
Convention Center, hosted by the National Cage Bird Show, Inc.
and the Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic Bird Club. You can
find complete information by visiting the internet at www.nebs.org
and clicking on "Future Shows."

See vou there!
Martha Wigmore
NFSS 4th Vice President

CLASSIFIED ADS

Advertising (display ads), Inside cover $380/yr or $70/issue. Full Page
$2GO/yr or $80/issue. 1/2 page $126/vr or $30/issue. 1/4 page $80/vr or
$290/issue. Web site advertising $100/yr, $56/yr for Inside cover adver-
tisers. Classified ads are $.25 per word for NFSS members and $.38
per word for nen-NFS8 members. Classifieds are also posted to the
web site at nio additional charge.

Gouldians—Normals, White-breasted and Yellow-bodied. Young,
healthy birds. Also Owls. Strawberrys and Blue Caps.
Call Kern (303} 761-2371 Portland, OR.

Superb Starlings. For Sale or trade for Gouldian Finches
John Kilmer (509) 443-2505 E-mail: kilmjoh@qwest.net
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VITAMIN D FOR FINCHES & SOFTBILLS
BY
Robert G, Black

A great deal of mismformation is passed around concemning
the subject of vitamin D in our own nutrition and in the nutrition of
the {inches and softbilled birds that we keep in our cages and aviar-
wes. ‘Ths article 15 meant to clear up some of the confusion that sur-
rounds the knowledge of this vitamin, its sources, and its functions
int the avian body.

After protein deficiency and vitamin A deficiency, a lack of
sufficient vitamin [ in the diet of cage birds 1s probably the third
most common deficiency noted in their feeding. The classical
symptom of a deficiency of this vitamin in human nutrition has been
rickets, a disease that causes the bones to fail to harden and grow
properly. Instead the bones become curved and incapable of sup-
porting the weight of the body. Rickets in the past has been a
scourge of the northern European countries and the deep mountain
valleys of areas like Switzerland where the winter sunlight does not
penetrate, since direct sunlight allows the body to synthesize this vi-
tamin,

There are two primary forms of vitamin D in nature. The
first has been classified as vitamin D, with the technical name of
ergocaleiferol. This form of vitamin D is easily used by dogs, hu-
mans and most mammals, but i cannot be used by birds. Vitamin
D, occurs mamly in plant sources in nature. Thus, any bird diet that
18 composed solely of plant products, such as seeds, greens, fruits,
vegetables, ete, will not contain any vitamin D that is useful for the
birds. When a provitamin compound calied ergosterol is irradiated
with short wavelength ultraviolet light, it changes in form to become
ergocaleiferol, vitamin D, and this is the form that 15 added 1o milk
to increase 1ts vitamin DD content. Any bird that is maintained on a
diet that contains only vitamin D, will soon suffer from the symp-
toms of vitamin D deficiency.

For birds. only the form of this vitamin called choleealeif-
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erol or vitamin b; is biologically available. Vitamin D5 15 found
only in animal products such as eggs, milk, insects, and liver. Since
this 15 the only form that birds can use, a dict of seeds, fruits, and
vegetabies must also contain a food from an animal source that s
rich m vitamin D; to provide enough of this vitamin for the birds’
health and reproduction.  Any birds that are exposed to direct
sunlight for at least an hour a day will be able to synthesize their
own vitamin [ on the skin, as will be explained in more detail later.

There are a variety of symptoms of vitamin D deficiency in
cage birds, most of them related fo calcium. In addition to the soft
bones of rickets, in birds thin-shelled and sofi-shelied eggs will be a
prominent symptom. Clutches that are smaller than normal will
aiso be a symptom of too little vitamin D in the diet, Vitamin Ds is
crucial to the absorption of calcium in the digestive tract, and any
problem with the absorption of calcium i the intestines may be
caused by vitamin D deficiency. Also, when a hen lays eggs that
lack sufficient vitamin D in their contents, the eggs will fail to
hatch.

At one pomt in my early breeding efforis, after reading of
the beneficial effect of vitamin D for eggshell formation and cai-
cium use in the avian body, I began supplementing my birds’ diets
with additional powdered vitamin B; each day. [ was totally unpre-
pared for the resuit. In a birdroom with about 80 pairs of finches,
the next clutches laid increased in size by about 50%. In other
words, the birds that had laid four eggs began laying six, those lay-
ing five eggs began laying seven or eight, and those already laying
seven eggs began laying 10 eggs per clutch. The additional vitamn
D in the diet had made the hens’ absorption and utilization of cal-
cium so much easier that the clutch size had increased dramaticaliy.

A pair of Diamond Doves T had purchased at around the
same time also showed the rapid effectiveness of adequate nutrition
and vitamin D; supplementation, [ could tell by the feather cond:-
tion that these new doves had been poorly nounshed. As soon as
they settled down, and before they began eating the egg mix and
cage bird crumbles that [ supplied, they went to nest and the hen
laid her clutch of two eggs. Both were soft-shelied, indicating a
very serious deficiency of vitamin Dy in their diet. From the day |
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received them, this pair of doves had cleaned up a quarter to a half
teaspoon of crushed eggshells each day. a huge amount of calcium
for two birds this small, yet the hen had been able to absorb none of
it. In order to get these doves to begin eating the good nutritional
items that were in front of them and would prevent these problems, |
removed all sced from the pair until | obscrved both of them eating
both the crumbles and the egg mix. A week later, the hen laid again,
and this time both of her eggs were perfectly formed.

In any case of poor utilization of calcium in the diet, always
suspect a serious deficicney of vitamin Ds first. Keep in mind that
any diet that s exclusively plant products, with no vitamin supple-
ment that contains vitamin D; added, will be totally lacking in this
vitammin. The resuit in hens will be thin-shelled or sofi-shelled eggs.
In babies, the bones will not harden, but will remain soft and pliable,
unable to support the weight of the bird.

Vitamin Dy is a fat soluble substance in the avian diet. [f
there 1s very little in the way of fats and oils in the diet, the absorp-
tion of this vitamin will be very poor. When fat absorption is poor,
the amount of vitamin D absorbed will also be poor. Also, Vitamin
1) 1s absorbed only 1n the presence of bile, and absorption occurs in
the duodenum, the first section of the small intestine in birds.

Vitamin D s stored by the avian body only In limited
amounts, and this storage occurs primarily in the liver. Fortunately,
vitamin D s very stable. Vitamin E, acting as a natural antioxidant,
protects vitamin D 1n the body and keeps it from being destroyed by
such compounds as peroxides. Acids, alkalis, heat, light, storage,
and freezing normally do not destroy vitamin D, and it is one of the
most stable of the vital nutrients that we call vitamins.

For birds that are maintained in dircct sunlight, the short
wavelength ultraviolet light 1n the sunlight aids i the formation of
vitamin D; on the skin. The exposed skin of the legs, feet, around
the eyes, and in other arcas on some birds, exude an oily compound
called technically 7-dehydrocholesterol.  When the ultravielet rays
strike this substance, they produce a chemical change that trans-
forms 1t into cholecalciferol, vitamin D;. The vitamin is then re-
sorbed into the skin over a period of time to supply the birds’ vita-
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min D requirement. These ultraviolet rays cannot penetrate window
glass, though they will go through quartz glass and most ¢lear plas-
tics. For birds mamntained indoors, window glass effectively pre-
vents any vitamin 1 formation from this synthesis on the skin.

Many types of artificial lights alse emit ultraviolet rays, but
few of them have the intensity necessary for the synthesis of vitamin
3y on the skin. The presence of short wave-length ultravielet rays
alone 1s not enough; the intensity of the rays is also crucial. Natural
sunlight, of course, has the intensity necessary. A sunlamp also has
the intensity, and exposing the birds for less than an hour cach day
wiil allow the synthcsis on the skin of enough vitamin D5 to keep the
birds in perfect health. However, the full spectrum lights do net
cmit the intensity nccessary for the formation of vitamin Dy on the
skin. Even the commercial black lights, which emit a very high per-
centage of light in the ultraviolet range of the spectrum, do not have
the intensity required for vitamin D; synthesis.

Many breeders for over 2 hundred years have recommended
the use of cod liver o1l for the health of canaries and other cage
birds, even though they did not then know that this oil was an excel-
lent source of both vitamin A and vitamin D in cage bird diets. We
now know that the fivers of sea fish abound in both of these vita-
mins, and cod liver oif in particular has been available almost since
commercial fishing began. I this oil can be provided in a readily
consumable form, it is an excellent and easily available vitamin D
source. However, it becomes rancid very rapidly on exposure to air.
If you can mix if with something that the birds will consume com-
pietely within about 15 minuics, the danger of rancidity 1s mimimal.
Remember that rancidity in oils of this type is cumulative, and the
longer the oil siis exposed to the air, the worse it gets. Rancid fats
are a disaster in any diet. as they will destroy vitamin E on contact.

For many years, | have chosen to mux a powdered form of
vitamin s with the egg mix that | feed to all of my birds daily. This
powder is safc from rancidity, yet gives the birds the vitamin D they
need in a form that they cat readily and will elean up each day.
Powdered vitanun Dy s also added to all of the vitamin mineral sup-
plements designed for avian feeding that are marketed in powdered
form. and a teaspoon of any of the powdered supplements added to
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one mashed, hard-boiled egg, or any other soft food that the birds
will eat readily, will give them all of the vitamin D; they nced for
good health.

The commercial poultry starters, game bird starters, cage
bird erumbles and pellets. and monkey pellets all will contain ade-
quate amounts of vitarmun I for the birds” health. H you plan to try
any type of dog or cat food for your birds, be sure 1o check the label
carefully, however. Dogs and cats ean use vitamin D, in their me-
tabolism quite effectively, and many dog and cat foods do not con-
tamn vitamun D;. Never forget that for birds the only metabolically
active form of vitamin D is the type called vitamin [, which is
technically called cholecaleiferol. Many vitamin labels now camry
only the technical name, so you need to understand that cholecalcif-
erol 18 vitamin Da

It your birds have one good source of vitamin D, that s
enough. Do not mix vitamin Dy with everything the birds eat, or
you run the danger of an overdose. Vitamin D) is the easiest vitamin
to supply in greater amounts than the birds need, and just because a
hittle 1s vital and good does not mean that a lot is better. A lot is not
belter, and 1t can be an excessive amount. An excess of vitamin D
is technically calied hypervitaminosis 1. Foo much vitamin I3 in
the diet will cause a leaching of the calcium from the bones, and
abnormal caleium deposits in the soft tissues of the body. In birds,
this can take the form of kidney damage caused by the calcification
of the kidney wbules.

Keep all of this information in mind as you feed vour birds.
and vou should be able to supply them with enough vitamin D for

their health, with no danger of providing too much.

END
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White-rumped Shamas
By Grant Rishman and Cathy MacKay

(www.geocities.com/rainforestavianes)

The White-rumped Shama Thrush is one of the most recognizable
softbilis kept in our aviaries today. The glossy jet-black head,
back, wings and upper tail of the male is contrasted by the rich
chestnut brown of his lower breast and belly. The rump and under-
side of the 1aii and a very clean, bright white. By comparison, the
hen is very subdued in colour being grey and pale brown. Their
body size s about the same as a Pekin Robin and the fail is of
equal length.

A physical description of these beautiful birds really cannot do
then justice. [t is their aristocratic nature, and confidence n their
keeper, that makes them one of the most sought after of softbills.
To compliment the “package” is what one breeder describes as
“truly the best song birds 1 have ever owned”. The male Shama is
in a class of his own. He has a very varied repertoire that includes
wonderful rich melodic combinations of his own, complimented by
the songs of any birds within his earshot. One word of warming
though, it is best to keep Shamas away from sheep, turkeys or
squeaky pates, as these less pleasant noises will also be incorpo-
rated into their song. A male Shama we had in England even imi-
tated the sound of a police car sirent!

In the wild the Shama is a bird of the forest, where they are usually
seen and not heard. They are widespread throughout india, China
and south-east Asia where they are found in evergreen and moist
deciduous forests. These are highly prized as songbirds in Asia and
the winner of a song contest in Singapore (where the bird 15 their
National bird} has been recorded as being sold for up to $50060,
about $2700 USSS.

Shamas are highly insectivorous but are fairly easy to keep once
they have adjusted to a domestic diet. We feed our Shamas soaked
Zupreem monkey biscuits, softbill pellets, and universal food. Some
individuals will take a little fruit, but others ignore it. They enjoy zll
kinds of msects from mealworms, waxworms, and crickets to spi-




NFSS Bulletin March/April 2002 Page I8

ders, locusts and even small lizards. All food is sprinkled with a
muitivitamin,

Shamas do best in a planted aviary, where the song of the male will
give away his presence as he relaxes in the foliage. The male
Shama is used to being the alpha bird in his aviary. If housed with
less aggressive species he will enjoy his dominance and peace will
reign. However. if he is housed with more aggressive species a
male Shama will often be killed trying to exert his dominance. We
have found they mix well with non-aggressive birds. Birds with a
lot of black in their plumage, like Fairy Bluebirds and Dhyal
Thrushes, are not good cohabitants in 2 Shama’s domain, their
black feathers are perccived as a threat by the Shama. Shamas
quickly gain confidence in their keepers and, even a wild caught
Shama, will soon be taking insects dircetly from the hand.

They are cavity nesters in the wild but use various nest sites in cap-
tivity. ‘They seem to prefer a haif-open box, which they will fill to
Just below the opening and then build a shallow cup out of coconut
fiber and fine roots. The nest should be sited in a guiet part of the
aviary between 5 and 8 feet off the ground. The female does most
{if not all) of the incubating of up to five cggs. The male will help
to feed the chicks in the nest and will often feed the fledged chicks
by himself as the female may start a second clutch. The young are
fed on vast guantities of insects. Once they are independent they
MUST be removed from the breeding aviary as the parents will not
folerate thenr presence.

The ESTRILDIAN

The ESTRILEMAN is produced for the pumpuse of relating the most up to date information on
sll species belonging (o the family Eswrildidac both i the wild and in capiivity. Within its
124 species are all of the Waxhills, Parrot Finches, Mannifing and dustralion finches. The
aviculturist and the scicntist have much to offer cach other and the ESTRILDIAN brings
together ike-nanded enthasiasts from areund the world, The magazine is sont o 13 different
comrrics ranging rony Austrslia o Pacrto Rico and has sany leadivg Zoo’s. Avicaitaristy
and Researchers as both members and coninibutors. With well over 106 members in the
ISAL we have now been able to reduce our aversess subscription rates.

12 mumihs subseription s L15 Sterbing: USA 530 pursonal cheek accepted
ESTRILGHY FORUM
{0 Gable Terraee. Wheatley THUL County Durham, Py 3T
ENGLAND
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The Joy of Superb Starlings
By John Paul Kilmer

"Superb Starling (Spreo superbus) (Lamprotornis superbus)
taken at El Paso Birdpark by Martin Kramer”

I first fell in love
with  Superb Star-
lings (Lamprotornis
superbus) as a4 boy in
the African mission
field. An unabashed
birder  practically
before T could walk,
| thrived on my for-
eign  upbringing,
keeping detatled lists
of birds and animals
I saw.  Suberbs
gained my admira-
tion immediately be-
cause...well, simply
put, they are superb! There’s no other way to describe this hand-
some starling with a bronzy-black crown, iridescent nape throat and
back, and orange belly, white chest band, and white underparts.
They have, what [ like to call, a *fierce yellow eye.”

In my book, Superbs are only rivaled in the starling world by a
handful of others, including the Golden Breasted Starling. Where |
ived In the east African country of Kenya, Superbs were as com-
mon as robins are in the United States, hopping joyously about our
metal house and singing endless metallic notes from the acacias
during the heat of the day.

During the breeding season when a full moon rose, maic Superbs
could be heard singing ecstatically throughout the whole night. 1
mmagined them plump and secure in their thomnbush fortresses,
throwing hearts to the inky sky while the females slept protectively-




NFSS Bulletin March/April 2002 Page 20

over the eggs. | stili recall a journal entry I wrote about these mag-
nificent birds a number of vears ago. We had just received our first
refreshing rain after the dry scason:

“As 1 waiked back to the house.. .the whole world seemed to be
rejoicing. The damp scent of soil was heavy on the air. Leaves shed
the fast drops form the recent downpour. . starlings in the acacias
shricked with joy, ruffiing and preening their well watered feathers
into place. And I could hear the earth drinking.”

Years after Africa. imagine my delight at discovering a trio of Su-
perbs for sale at an Oregon bird mart. Walking over to the cage to
say hello to my old childhood friends, { immedsately knew § just
had to buy them! What follows are a few thoughts on my personal
experiences in keeping and breeding this wondcerful species.

I was told the trio consisted of a male and two females. Immedi-
ately when 1 got home, { placed the 18 cm birds in a tcmporary box-
type flight cage, measuring 4 feet tail, 2 2 leet deep, and 3 ¥ feet
wide. They settled right in, Feeding eagerly on a diet of diced
mango and papaya, mealworms, soaked Zupreem monkey pellets.
Bevo, and Zupreem cockatiel fruit blend.

Several weeks after purchase, the birds started showing breeding
behavior, ripping paper strips from the bottom of the cage and car-
rying them around in their beaks, joyfully singing. | removed one
female from the cage and placed a small 8" square nest box towards
the top of the cage. | also placed fresh Ficus leaves on the cage
floor. These were immediately investigated, seized. and earried
about excitedly. The starlings, however, would not enter the nest
box, though they would sit on the perch and peer curiously into the
hole. After a week of investigation with no real nesting mtentions,
I removed the nest box and cut part of the front out to form a half
open fronted box. It was immediately accepted. | then supplied the
pair with a great deal of dry grass for nesting material. The
“bonding phasc’ appeared to take several weeks, with the male and
female both singing to cach other, carrymg leaves and pieces of
grass back and forth, and slowly working on the nest. [ also added
shredded paper and paper towel for nesting material, and all was
accepted. After several weeks. the nest was completed, with a slight
dome of grass over the actual nest cup in the box. Superbs in the
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wild will often build deep in a dense thornbush.

The branches surrounding their nest serves to hold the loose grasses
together. In Kenya | saw many such nests with domed tops and side
entrance holes, not unlike that of a sloppy weaver bird. | was ec-
static when 3 dark blue eggs appeared. I have since read that the
actual clutch size is four, but my birds have only produced clutches
of 2-3 eggs.

During incubation, the female rarely left the nest. The male sang
frequently and would occasionally bring her foed. However, she
generally left the nest for short intervals fo feed herself. § noticed
very little mncubation by the male. After 13 days, three healthy
chicks emerged, peeping to be fed! | offered mealworms, soaked
monkey pellets, and hard boiled egg. Unfortunately, my first mis-
take was to ofler as many mealworms as the parents would leed the
chicks. All went well for approximately a week. Then all the chicks
mysteriously died. In rescarching the problem, I realized that the
adults were feeding the chicks almost entirely on mealworms. Such
young digestive systems cannot tolerate large amounts of tough chi-
ton, and the chicks abmost certainly died of bowel impaction.
Within days the parenis were hard at work repairing the nest.

Two eggs hatched from the sceond brood and this time { was care-
ful to monitor mealworm intake. { only offered 12-15 mealworms a |
day. These were eagerly snatched up by the parents and most were |
fed directly to the babics. During the nestling period, I noticed that

the male occasionally fed the babies, but the female probably fed

about twice as often, if not more. Both the male and female often

gave veice to warbling notes while feeding the chicks. Approxi-

mately 20 days out, the chicks fledged, and mysteriously died the

next day. This happened with the successive brood as well. [ later

learned that 1 had provided too small of a nest box. The ehicks were

fledging early, and unable to fly about, the huddled on the bottom.

refusing to adequately beg food from their parents given their new
surroundings.

During this past summer, I built several large [lights in my barmn and
refeased my starlings inte them. They immediately set about cheer-
fully building a nest 1n a huge 15" half open fronted nest box with
high sides. 1 perfected my chick rearing food 1o the following:
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Daily hard boiled egg, finely mashed and mixed with 4-5 soaked
monkey peliets. Over the top | oceasionally sprinkled Bevo Insec-
tivorous mix, and daily offer 15 or so mealworms. | have also found
wax worms to be an invaluable food source for young starlings. The
soft bodies of the wax worms are easily digested. and chicks appear
to put on weight more quickly with added wax worms. The combi-
nation of a larger flight, larger nest box, and adequate nestling food
did the trick. | am now the proud owner of two non-related adult
pairs of breeding starlings. and six juveniles, all hatched and raised
during this past summer and fall.

All the juveniles sport brown cyes, and these will apparently not
turn yellow until the birds are a year old. Although they appear to
be the same color seheme of the parents, they have not yet molted
nto their stunning adult plumage. 1 find it exciting that breeding
softbills does not always require huge amounts of live food, as the
last brood of chicks has been fed fewer mealworms and almost ex-
clusively on the egg and monkey peilet mixture.

Of interest is one of my starling pair’s eagerness to continually
breed. I have nailed plastic to the walls of my outdoor flights and
supplied several simple ceramic heaters inside the cages this winter.
Still, the temperature stays only just above freezing at times, and
outdoors. snow blankets the ground. Despite this, one starling pair
continues to lay eggs and rear young, who don’t seem to be the
slightest bit affected by the cold! Finally last weck 1 was forced to
remove the nest box to give the female a rest!

I will concede with several other authors who have noted juvenile
Superbs assisting parents in caring for nestlings. This has occurred
n my case as well. Starlings have the bad reputation of being
aggressive. However, aside from a few mild spats, | have seen won-
derful harmonized relationships among my flock. Young ones leamn
valuable parenting skills looking after the smaller chicks. I have
noted no hostility on the part of either of the parents towards their
chicks after the older brood is weaned. Indeed. in Kenya 1 often re-
call seeing colony-type nesting behaviors.

This delightful bird is certainly a kecper in my estimation! Superbs
are extremely easy to feed and house, and make engaging, beautiful
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pets. My next venture is to hand rear one of the chicks. I can only
imagme the joys of a hand-tamed Superb Starling!

I do have starlings for sale. I'm also interested in trades for Amethyst
Starlmgs. Golden Breasted Starlings, Red-Legged Honeycreepers.
Gouldian finches, or other softhills. Anyone with information on
breeding White-Tatled Jays, or Honeycreepers, I'd love to hear from
yvou! My c-mail: kilmjohfgwest.net. Phone number: (509) 443-2505. |

Enjoy those softbills!

Changing your address?

Allow NFSS to be the first to greet you at your new home!

Be sure to notify: Club Delegates also notify:

NFSS Membership Dircctor - NESS Liaison Officer
Martic Lauster Ginny Allen

4581 Lincoln Rd. 307 Brookwood Court
Macedon, NY 14502 Opelika, AL 36801

Name:

New Address:

City: St Zip:
Phonc: Membership #
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March 2- 2002 Affiliated Cluhs

Regianai Clubs
FoothillvEastern Adantic Bird Clab
{(VA.DCMDWY PAOHNCNY NJ)
Yalerie Schusier  vschusterggcomeastnet  FOI-ABI-UT23
Club email Moderators-FoothilisEastem AthanticBOUayaboogroups.con
Chub website: htipyviww babyfeathers comyfcabe/missstate him

Southeast Bird Fanciers

ALLARKGAFELAMS NCSCEN

Girny Alicn gndaticrsearthlink net 334-749-7168
{lub website: http/members tripod comischig/SERE him

Alabama
Central Alabama Avicuitural Socicty
Margie Lanier margiclanicr@iyahoocom  334-567-4073

Cluh email: Reaves3627 L ggaot com
Show: Augusi 31 Judge: Paud Williams
Sept. | Jadge: Dale Laird
Location: Governor's House Hotel
Montgomery, AL
Contact: Charles Reaves 256-892-2204
Reaves36271 i@aol.com

CALIFORNIA

Central Califoraia Cage Bird Clab
John Astorine 209-823-0200
wlub ernail Rgomos@BigValley net
Show: October 26

CONNECTICUT
Connecticat Canary and Finch Club
Felix Felix Felix1 28(@aot com B6(-951-9438
Show: Sept. 28 judge: non-panet
Focation: Hartford, CT
Contact: $60-953-1362

FLORIDA
Aviary and Cage Bird Socicty
{Tarri¢ Efstathion carriced@facicom Y34-332-3349
Club wehsite: www foathers.org
Show: December 14-15 judges: THA
focation: War Memorial Auditorium Fuobasderdale. F1 331304

Florida State Fair Exotic Bird Show
Bale Laird dalei2gaprodigy com A0T-087-THRG
Show: Feb. [7---judge Dale Faird

Judge: Teri McAulifle
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Eoeation: Florida State Yair Grounds Tampa. FL

Sun past Aviap Society
foseph Venumigha  727-392-934%1

club email ACSHILGRaolcom
L lebh website, www suncoustaviansocicty.ofg
Show: Angust 3 judge: THA
Eovation: The Coliscum 56 Petorsierg, FIL
Contact: T27-R02.5202

HAWAIL
Fromodidu Canary & Finch Club
Kothy Perreira - ALATERdgezobeom BOE-B39-2200

ILEINOIS
Him: Hhard Fanciers
Pairicia A, Montgomory ibi-hirdsongsdeinsighibb.oon: 2177870846
Show: June § Jedge: Conrad Moinen
Faocation: 4-H DBuilding Sheibyviile, {E 62565

Nationa| Istitate of Red Orange Canaries and
(Hbker Cage Birds
Stephan Hopman iyrdhopiesch oo F5-A60-8455
Show: Nov, 30 fuadpe: Martka Wigmore
Eocation: {teliday {mm fik Grove Village, HL 60009

JOWA
Mid America Cage Bird Soviety
Rlwwda Sherley F13-243051
£ kb el rigibsond
{hab website: htipdfwwwigeocitios vomy Heartland Flats/ 377 machs iml
Shaow: Oct 5 Jaddpe: Martha Wigmore
Focation. Des Muoines Bownical Center s Moines, 1A 50314

MARYLAND
Baltimore Bird Fanciers
tharhars Shaanon 413, 3565856
Chab ol raymondreier(raet.com
Cheb website: www geoetics. conyHeandand/ 157 5bb M umi
FYENT Mayv 18 Bird Mart
Fall Codars of Lebanon Hall, Parkviffe, M3
Show: (et (9 judpe TBA
Focstion: Tall Cedass of {chanon Hall Parkvdic, M

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Birds of 2 Feather Avicultural Society

Ruy Schwartz . PRISMSDADazol.com HI-362-0106
b website: www. BOAF.com

FUENIY March 24 BOAF Nprims Bird Mart
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Center of N#l Holiday Inn - Manchesier, NH
Alsa: May 11 The New England Avian Symposinm
Center of NI Holiday fnn
Contact: Rena Fox 603.635-1324 AFOX eeerols.com
Shaw: Qg1 26 Judge: Dro Al Decoteay
Logation: Center of NH Holiday Inn Manchester, NI

NEW YORK
Astoria Bird Club
Dan Griffin degnflilgmxnecomeom  HE-994.1614
Show: Nov. 2 Judge: TBA

Location: St Jude’s School  Brookiyn, NY

New York Fineh & Type Canary Club

Stan Kulakbarstand(@anahawk.cort 7i8-967-6899
Club website: www.newyorkiineh.com

Show: O¢t. 79 Judge: TBA

Location: St Jude's Church Brooklyn, NY

NORTH CAROLINA
Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Socicty
Apri] Darich aprithzbeilsoutk net GHE-BA1-ROTY
Club website: www . rdehs.org

OREGON
Finch Connection
Pauia Hansen Phhansenfécarthlink net H3-581-8208
Ciub website: hitpifhome carthlink net~phhansen
Show: THA

PENNSYLYANIA
weater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society. Inc.
Murgic Jonnet mijennei@katzpittede 412-795- 1004
Clab email: babegponiagilibcomecom
Show: Nov. 2 adge: THA
Location: Palace Inn Muonrocvilic, PA

Puerto Rico

Asaciacion Be’ Criadores De Finches delEste

fose Diay Joserafaclefihoimaitcons  TRT-T47-7947

Club email: Criadores-Finches-Fsie@hotmail.com

Show: July 13-4 Naciomal de Verano ACFE. judee Armando e
Location: Universidad def Turabo Caguas. Puerto Rice

Show: November 1.2.3 Nactonal de Invierno A CFE udpe: Anmando e
Location Universidad det Turabe  Caguas, Puenio Rico

'
Middle Fennessee Cage Bird Cluh
Lisa Melies  yutl{mbelisoutlhnct O ES-TBI-0062

NESSEE
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Club el tnma2iecomeast.net
SHow: Ot § judge: Anactte Howard
Location: Tennessce State Fairgrounds Nashville, TN 37203

Southesst Fennessee Aviculture Socicty
Janet Burrell  IBH2202@a0k com 423-472-1306
Frve. Marel @00 Spring Fair  9:00-5:04

Nipt Flememtary School  Nigta, TN 37526
Show Getober 26 Judge: THA
Eocation: Niota Flementary School  Niota, TN 37826

Fexas
Alameo Fxhibition Bird {'lab, loc.
Nathar Darbin birds@ecompuvisionnet  BXROG9-2799
{lub website: www ache org
fovene: aAprd M}
Live Oak Civie Center Live Oak, TX
Sepr. 28
Live Oak Orvic Conter Live Ook TY

Canary and Finch

Harold MeBraver VEMSPAT Zpbotmaitcom  281-338-2818
Crub eeaih VLMSPATZ@hotmal com

Show: Oct. 26 Judge: Paul Willams

Location: beagae City Cvie Center Feague City, TX

Fort Warth Bird Ciub

Clarenee Culwelt cubweli3@flashnet §17-220-5568
Clab websiter www. fwheoorg

Show: Scpt, 28 judge: Cecil Gunby

focation: Grapevine Convention Center Grapevine, TX

VIRGINEA
Penmsula Caged Bird Society
Marian “Bea” Rogers T5T-484-6001
Cluab email dickivygdtwo-rivers.com
Club website: www frecycllow.commembens®clubpagedindex himl

WISCONSIN

WENLGS

Prarla Dandre dbirdranchiackcom  630-671-1143

Shaw: Septemiber 14 audge: Do Al Decotesy
Septemher 15 Judpe: Conrad Mejnert

Locatior: Villager Fodge  FondDulac, Wi
Event:  Apribé  Spring Bird and Craft Fair
{0:00-4:00 Expo Grounds  Manitowoo, W
Countact: Donna Sehnle Snobaffipdotce com  920-894.7828

Pape 27
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NFSS FinchSave Application

Mail this completed form to: FinchSave Manaﬁer, Daniel Almaguer,
P.(3. Box 533048, Orlande, FL 32853-3015, Phone: (407) 894.3808,
Fax: (407 894.6400, e-mail: DRAFinch@aol.com

'naz’y information and send to the FinchSave Manager, Mr. Danieié
Almaguer. Upon receipt of this form, you will receive a complete
mnformation package outlining all aspects of the FinchSave Program, -
Name: NFSS#
Address:
City:

State: Zip:

Phone: Fax:

Email

The National Finch and Softbill Society
Membership Application

Maii application and check or money order payable to NFSS: Eileen Laird,
Membership Secretary, P.O. Box 2459, Goldenrod, FL 32733.245%

Annual dues are $25 for single memberships, $30 for dual, and $17.56 for |
sunior {under 16). U8, & Puerto Rico 1st Class mailing add $5.00, Cana-
dian add $5.00, Foreign add $10.06 {Please send US funds). Canadian and
forcign subscriptions mailed st Class,

Natne: NFSS#
Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Phone: Emath:

New Member? Renew NFSS#

Second name # dual membership
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Mail with payment to

2002 Darla Dandre, P.O. Box 1231, Lisle, Hiinois 60532
{6300 6711143 {moving in March, # may change}
NFSS Awards or e-mail a copy to: Dhirdranchiiaol.com

Ordef F(}m This information must reach the Awards Munager
Please use a separate form  }us soon as possible but no later than two months
for each individual show! I BEFORE show date. Awards are sent Priority Muil
to the designated person,

PLAQUES  AH plagues are $25.00 each. They are walnut finish with the en-
graved NFSS logo on brass over biack plate on the left and the club informa-
tion on brass over black piate on the right. Allare 67x8™,

*Plesse aircle how you wish your plaques to read: Best in DIVISION or SHOW*
{I'you dhe not make g selection, plugues wili be engraved “Best i Division”

Club Neme o be Engraved:

 PPlage Plagque 0 2¥Place Pagque

3est Finch in Show Best Softbill m Show

Sub Total

ROSEFTES  The basic set af roseltes for faches and softhills cousists of eleven roseties
with the NFSS fogo on ¢he bution. Fhis inclades ¥ thra 10™ place and Best Unflighted.
Uaflighted birds are those banded with current year (2002) bands.

__________________ idashe Rosette Package {1-10 + Best Uinfliphted) S50
Hhghted ibhon add-on (2% & 37 Place} $10.00
Novice Ribbon 7 063

Afftiation Fee (if you haven't already issued a separate check)=% _ 25.00

Total Amount of Check PAYABLE TO NFSS:

SHIP AWARDS TO: Namg
Address:
City: State: Zip
Phone E-mail

SHOW INFORMATION:  Dute: Judge:
focation
Address:

NEFSS Club i)ciegatﬂ :
Phone

Show Manager:
Phone: H-mail

Can this information be published in the NFSS Bulletin? YES NG
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NFSS Board of Directors 2000-2001

President - Saly Huntingten

5634 Camegic Stregs. San hego, CA 92422
Phome/Fax: {(8383452-9423 Ematl huntingtoncenterfoworkdnet.attnet

Elected Officers

Exegulive Secretary

Est Viee President
Regional ¥. P.’s
Armande f.ee

PO Box 83i238
Miami FL 33283
Phone {3053 2701000
tail:
ajiecighelisouth ng

204 Vice Prosident
Fubkications

Harry Bryant

37212 Batteract Ridee
fiymin, O 44035

Ermail umiwehidaol com

3rd Vice Prosident
FinchSave/Censas
Manager

Kerri Ann MeCeoy
4780 Setibes Point Road
Suwanec. A 30024
Phone: {6781 546-3353
Emab kernmecoyig
charter.net

4th Viee President

Judges Pni, Stds/Research
Martha Wigmore

{7631 2410071

FROET Boston 51 NW

£k River. MN 353130
newdiwigzémindspring com

AMembership Direetor
Martie Faester

4581 Lincoln Rd.
Macedon, NY 14302

Annette Howard

271 Canser Brive
Salem, (Hi 44460
Phongffax: 330-317.7654
Lk
sale_ahiraccess-kiZ.org

Treasurer

Mark Phelps

Phone: 630-67{-1143

Fax: 63{L833-6821

Email: saftbilboyiiaolcom
PO Box 1231

jasic. L 60532

{.izison Officer

Giany Alien

307 Brookwood Court
Opelika, AL 36801
Phone: {3331 7497168
Emnait
gndalienihearthlink ngl

Band Seeretary
(aral Heescn

2.0 Bax 732
Riverbank. A 95367
Phone: (209} 869-260}
Fax: {200} 869-5987
[t
carlg@hirds2grow. com

President Emeritus
Willigme Farlee

631 Taleottvilic Rd. Apt 4N
Vemon, CT 06006

Phone {800 5600200
fmail

BHITEDC Betaol.com

Regional Vice Presidents

Regional Viee President
Region 1 - Northeast
James Felix

1616 MceEhinny Ave
Pitshurph, PA 15207

Regional Vice President
Region 2 - Southeast

Ron {astarer

3356 SRh LN

Royal Paim Beach, FE 33441

Reglonal Vice President
Repion 3 - Mid-Centrai
Praria Dandre

PO Box 1231

Lisie. 1. 60532.7211
Phone: (63076711143
Ematl dbindranchitaod .com

Regional Viee President
Region 4 — Midwest
Haroid McBraver
281-338-2814

PO Box 1051

beague ity FX ¥T872

Regional Vice President
Reginn 5 Mountain

Ansza Siaclair

2436 San Mayeos

Codarada Sprmgs, (O 809160
Phong Tiv-034-084
Erna]: bitl&snnasinchir
aeciyslar com
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Regional Vice President
Reginn 6 ~ Pacific Coast
Yince Huetington
3034 Carnegic Sereet. han
Dicgen, CA 92122

Phoncibax (8584529423,

Email: bustingtoneen-
terfeworldnet ati not

Hegienal Yice Presidoent
Protem

Region 7 - Caribbean
Jadin Mates Sate

Calle B0

Rexvilic

Baysraon, PROOOAST

March/April 2602

Appointed Officers

Finch%hep Manrager
Annetre Howard

B0 Box 404

Salem. O 44400
Phibax: 333.337.7654
Emal:

Sule ahiaccess-kilorg

Web Nite Manager
Harry Bryant

37212 Buternof Rudge
Elyra, O 44635

Fmails utnwehiEsolcom

Ediiar

Martie Lavsior
4381 Tavicols Rd.
Muaccdon. NY 14502

Advertising and

Page 31

Fromntions Manager
Paniet Almaguaer

PO Box 533015
Orlando, FE 328533015
Phone: (407 804 180K
Fax: {4073 B4 644
IR
BRAFmchirasl.com

Awards Manager

Praria Dangdre

#.0 Box 1231

lisie, 15, GO332.723%
Phone: {6MB6TE-1 143
Email: dhirdranchiiaol com

Note: Plesse phone abead o
the desired party before teles
faxing. Many individuals
share phone/fax inns or have
o 8¢t fax software or ma.
ching o reecive.

W@RLD « BIRDS :z:
\ Poihad Jarter'y
Tonnabia: f Parmgnt Warls -
Subscribe Now and Join the Fun'
Yes, } would like to Subscribe to Your World of Birds:
Tt yeat far 31995 7] 2ycars $38.95 T Sample $6.50
T Lans subseribing far two years, please send 3 free copy
of the Bird Core Hondbook ond Resvuree Guide
¥ 1 would ke te order a copy of the 8ird Cave Handbook
wred Besouree Guide for $7.9G posipalid (3595 ples S1.85 S&H)
Ear Fastest Service call 1-B00.B64.2500 (for orders only, pleasel)
OfficeAnguiries: (4087 6553500 » Fax: (408} 655.3950
Web: hitpl/iwww seacoastpub.com « Email seacoast@scacnasipub com

Foogud vl Haay garel wathe vnne ahaeri Tawaney e g peeeth e T an TR B

Seacnast Publishing » 850 Park Avenue « Monterey, CA 93940

Finon & Canaty Wareld ~ FPareol Word

o -
] -
Y

.
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NFSS Panel of Judges 2002

Martha Wigmore - Panel Chairman

18913 Boston St NW. EIk River, MN 5533{

{7633 2410071

nowdlwigomindspring com

Nizam Ali
F35-11 114" Street
South Orone Park, NY 11420

Charles Anchor
12384 Lavrel Lane
Huntley. 1L 60142
B4T-515- 190

Laura Bewley
3338565 W Avenuc
Telsa, OK 74107
G18-446-1999
thewleyidiyahoo.com

Harold Bowles

234 Collepe Cincle
Cedartown, GA 30123
Phone: TT0-748-4627
Fax: 770-748-3969

Jacky Civitarese

1930 Church Road
Baltimore, MD 21222
4H3-282-4754

Fmail: Lixdmediaol.com

Ciarence Culwef

250 Horseshoe Dintve
Springtown, TX 76082
BI7-220-5568

Fmaif: culwellSilash.net

Dr. Al Decotean
P.O. Box 369
(roton. MA £145)
Phone: 603-672-4568
Fan: 603-672-3120

Email: spheliaac! com

Paren Decotexu

89 Pleasantview Avenue
Srratford, 1 06497
HI%377-2049

Julie Duimstra

4201 NE 1257 PE#163
Portland. OR 97230
Hi3-261-878%

Fourdl: i duimstradeste not

Cecil Gunby

8121 Route 1. Hwy. 54
Sharpsbury, GA 30277
Phono/Fax: 7710-254-1261

Stephen Hoppin

3836 Hidden Acres Circle
NFL Myers. FL 33903
Phone: 9419972237

Fax: 04 1-097-NFRS

Feuil: n2finchsiipeganet com

Annette Howard
.0, Box 404
Salem, OH 44460
333377654
Fmail: sale_ahyi
ACCESS-ki2.org

Sally Huntington

X051 Villa La Jolla Drve
Surte 1241

La Jolta, CA 92037
8584520423

Fomanif:
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sallyeh@san wcom 1212 £ 300 South
Warsaw. IN 46580
Clayton Jones Phone: 219-269-2873
I*.C. Box 266 Fax: 219.265-3142
Soquel. CA 93073 Email: BidmanofWarsaw(@
£31-728-8670 keonline.com
Email: chiongs2ieprodigy.nct
Tom Reod
Hal M. Kooutz 313N, Broadway
26604 Aubum Ct Shetbyville, 1L 625653
Bakersficid, CA 93306 217-714-5265
Phone: §035-872-1003 Emaif- tiroodgibmerhnet. com
Fax: 805-G34-1147
Marion (Miki) Sparzak
Joseph Krader 517 Old North Point R,
2910 Alps Road Baltimore. MD 21224
Corona, A 92881 410-282.0233
G- 2720525 Fnerid: spbetitan].com
Dale Laird Patrick Vance
PO Box 2459 18175 Avilla
Goldenrod. FLL 32733 Lathrup Village. ML 48076
407-657-7989 248.443.-0643
Emaif: daleldidprodigy.net Email: spartanfinchmanics com
Armando Lee Christine Voronavitch
PO Box 831238 38 Laberty Street
Miami, FL 33283 Manchester, OF 060413
305-270-1(K 860-649-8220
Email: ajlccifbolisouth.nct Friadl: tvbeaglednol com
Dennis J. Lewis Martha Newman Wigmore
7446 Glasgow Road NI'SS Panct Bircetor
Brooksvilie. FL. 34613 18413 Boston Street NW
352-596-3375 Elk River. MN 35330
Email: deams 1451940msn.com T63-241-00G71
FEmail: newdwiglea
Brian Mandarich mundspring com
4743 E. Hedges Avenue
Fresno. CA 93703 Paul 5. WiHliams
25-2535-6308 703 Boncgal Drive
Pupitlion. NE 08046
Teri McAnliffe 4032-592-348R
209 Thames Drive Fanadl: RotTidegi netcom.com

Colorado Springs. CO 006
PhonaFu 719-576-9009
Email: inglprdstiact.com

Conrad Meinert




NFSS Balletin March/April 2062 Page 34
2001 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

The basic affiliation fee i5 $25.00. Make check
payable to NFSS.

Mail to: Cinny Allen, Liaison Officer
307 Brookwood Court
Opelika, Al. 36801
Email: gndalien@earthlink.net
Phone/Fax: {334) 745-7168

Ciub Name:
Club Delegate:

NESS# Expiration Date:
Address:
*Phone: _ *Emaik

*NESS may use this information in the NFSS Bulletin and on the web site.

Delegate’s Signature:

Ciab Officer:
Address:

*Phone: *Enmaik:
Club Email Contact {Important):
Club Web Site

Show/Event Date: Panel Judge:

Show Location:
Send NFSS Balletin to:

Please list other fairs or events hosted by your club for listing in the Bulle-

tin. Please include dates, locations, and a contact member with phone num-

ber and/or email address:
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The National Finch and Sofibill Society
Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

Size A Gold-breasted Waxbili, Orange-checked Waxbill, Owl Finch
{Bicheno) Quail Finch, Red-cared Waxbill, Strawberry Finch, and other
small waxbills,

Size B: Black-checked Waxbill, Cordon Bleu, Cubuan Melodious Finch, Fire
Finch, Obive Finch, Rufous-backed Mannikin.

Size 0 B&W Masanskin, Bluc-capped Waxhill, Bronze-winged Mannikin,
Chesry Finch, Green Singing Finch, Grey Singing Finch, Heck's Shaftail,
Lavender Finch, Painted Fingh, Pileated Finch, Pyvtilias, Red-headed Parrot
Finch, Shaftail Finch, Silverbills, Star Finch,

Size - Blue-faced Pasrot Finch, Chestnut-breasted Finch, Lady Gouldian
Finch, most smaller manniking, most other parrot finches, Pictorella Finch,
Pintasled Nonpare:l, mast twinspots, Yellow-rumped Finch, Zebra Finch.

Size E: Black-crested Finch, Diamond Sparrow, European Greenfinch,
Golden Song Sparrow, Nuns, Peter's Twinspot, Siskins, Society Finch
{Bengalcse), Spice Finch.

Size & Magpic Mannikin, most larger mannikins, small tanagers.

Size I European Goldfinch, Pekin Robin, Silver-cared Mesias, most small
sofibills.

Size K. Iava Rice Birds, Red-crested Cardinal, Saffron Finch, Shama
Thsush.

Size L: Diamond Dove, other smali doves, Quail, softbills.
Size M: Leaf Birds, Pagoda Mynah. large sunbirds.
Size R Green/Purple Starlings, Superb Starlings.

Size 8: Indian el Mynah, fava Mynah. Ring-necked Dove. Toucancttes,
White-tailed Jay.

Size Tt small hornbills, Plush-capped Jay, small toucans, small fouracos.

Banding iustructions included with each order
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The National Finch and Softbill Society

Band Order Form

Mail form and payment NFSS offers. to members Qn!g, closed trace-
ayable to NESS: able aluminum bands, available only i the
arol Heesen NFSS color of the year. The bands are cn-
NFESS Band Secretary graved with the initials NFS. size code. year
P.O. Box 732 and number. There is no choice of numbers.
Riverbank, CA 93367 All orders are recorded for permanent refer-
ence. Rands are ordered in strings of ten, all

the same sizc. New members may order be-

. fore receiving their membership nundber.
Write “New’ for membership number on the order form. Orders processed
weekly as received. Please. no mail requiring signatures. $1.00 handling
fee effective 3/1/99.

Band Size # of Strings Price per string Total Amausnt

A $3.25

B3 $3.25

C $3.25

D $3.25

H §3.25

G $3.25

} $3.25

K £1.25

I. §3.25

M §3.25

R 325

ot £3.25

T £3.25
Posta Insarapce: Uinder $30 = §1.10 Subtotal-
From S50, $100 = $2.00  Over $100=53.00 Insurance:
If you choose NOT to nclude this sum. NFSS will NOT be Handling 31.00
responsible for replacement of bands lost in shiprmeat. Totak
CALIFORNIA RESTRENTS ADD 72520 SALES TAX 777
Name: _ UNESSH
Address: a
Lty T,
2P Phone:
Ematl:
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"""" FINCHSHOP
The National Finch and Softbill Society Store
ORDER FORM

NFSS Membership #

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Sthpzng&ﬂandlwg e B Ry
Orders 516 and under add $2.00,
‘orders $10.01 and overadd 8350 § . 5

ITEM SIZE PRICE

Be sure to indicate size where applicable.

Mail fomzJi and pay{;?em ﬁ:?uﬁkar

money orerpayable fo ST Subtotl S
- FINCHSHOP

: Ginny Allen S&H
£ 307 Brookwood Court

Opelika. AL 36801 TOTAL e
[ phone 334-749.7168

emuail,., gndallengicarthlink.net
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ITEM SIZE PRICE
Eric Peake Lithograph. 535
The Diamond Firetails
signed by the artist
Video: Finch Husbandry | Add #3.20 S&H 525
Vidco: The Wonderful Members/Affiliates 317
World of Finches & Soft.
talls: An Introduction Non.-Members 22
NFSS T-shirt. 10 colorful | Indicate size. M. F. X1, iR
Finches in Stalks of XX
Grass, White Only,
50454 Blend
NFSS Judges Handbook | NEW as of September $13
and Official Standards 20011
NFSS Name Badge Second Hnc of cngraving $7.50
{Members Ohly) Comes  }add $1. for magnctic back,
with onc Hine of cograving | Add $1.50
Print name cleariy
NESS Plastic Water Bot- $6
tle
NFSS Gouldian Pin 56
NESS Zebra Pin 6
FU98 NFSS Handbook 54
Membcership Yearbook
Past Bulleting, 1994 and 54
bater
Past Bulleting, 1993 and 33
older
NFSS Show Cage Plans  § Size #1 #2 #3 54
All 3 Show Cage Phans St

NFSS SHOW CAGE PLANS
#1 Cage — Finches up to and including Zebras,
#2 Cage — Finches larger than Zebras, #3 Cage - Softbills
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Hancock House Encyclopedia of

Estrildid chhes

Koncack Nowse Enrydopedic of Fro m

Estrildid Finches ~ Hancock House
mw.a_. Yrierds & anye M. Ham'm'q-\hiem‘is Publlshe s

The {argest Bird Book Publisher
i Morth America

By Matthew Vriends and
Tanya Heming-Vriends
85" x 117, Hard Cover
ISBN: (-88839-493-4

256 Pages &

Quer 400 Color Photographs
Due To Arrive March 5th, 2002
Reserve Your Copy Today!

$60.00 US

This book will give you aif the esseniial paid- Prevpubﬁshed Specfal Offer
Free North American and European
Postage on ALL orders recieved
pefore March 15th, 2002

) Note: No charges to credii cards enil
well as 2 boumty of maight on the matural the books are shipned.

ance vou need o achicve success in fnch
cuiture. Estrildid Flaches holds the answers
to questions bodh scientific and practical to
nursue the hobby a4 deeply as you wish, s

hisiowy of this group.

Ta this book, you wii! find detalind deserie . S0fbilis
tiors of some of the imost colorfud and popu- Care, Breeting & Couservasion
lar cape and avary birds from the wopics By Martin Vince
ang  subnrepics:  Waxbills, Mansilons, 135N (-88538-393-8
Muriss, Grass and FPares Finches, thpether 85 255 Soft Cover, 280 Pages
Breming the Famnily of Estoidat Fiehos or 48 Page Color Photo Section
Hstriidines jEstrildidas, $24.85

hancwk | Hancock House Publishers 1431 Hardison Ave., Hbdue, WA 982305005
S Phono: {604) 538.1114 Fax {604] 538-2262

=7 | Toll Free £h 800-93B-1114 Toli Frec Fax: 800.983.2262

howe { Web: www. hancockhouse.com Email: salesivhancockhouse.com




4310 Asox Roud
Heplzibab, GA 30815

NO e | e
ENDORSEMENT

Visi us on the web?
www.nfss.org



