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Finch Health and
Nutrition Made Easy

Breeding Supplies: Simple,
proven supplies for breeding
success - nest boxes, nesting
material, egg candlers and
handfeeding supplies.

Nutritional Supplements: Easy
to use vitamins, minerals, breeding
tonics, and nulraceuticals.

Parasite Control: Don't et your

- finch be a host. Antispicrobials,

& wormers, mite sprays and
protozea {reatments.

Leg Bands: A wide variety of
split bands including uniquely
numbered anodized aluminum.

From Beak to Tail
Everything You Need to Keep Your Finch Healthy

Rirds 2 Grow Aviaries offers a variety of high quality products that are designed to keep
vour finches in optimum health and condition. Many of these products are imported
from Australia, Europe and Asia and all have been used in our own aviaries.

* Avian Supplements ¢ Disinfectants

* Nutraceuticals ¢ Breeding Supplies
* Antiricrobials ¢+ Bird Bands

* Parasite Controls *+ Seeds and Feeds

Call for your free catalog.

Birds 2 Grow Aviaries

Fine Avian Products from Around the World

0 Box 752 * Riverbank, CA * 95367 * Phone: 209 869-5900 * Fax: 209 869-5987

Birds 2 Grow See our catalog on the web! wwwbirds2growcom
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From the Editor

R P T R A

Please note the change of address as indicated below and make
sure any correspondence gets sent to the new address. This change
pertains especially to judges who send show results.

Steve Poe

43190 Ascot Road
Hephzibah, GA 306815
stevepoe@mindspring.com

pfed

The NFSS
Judgeg Handbook
& Official Standards

2" edition

) 4
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Second Quarter 1999 NFSS Board Meeting
Ft. Myers, FL
May 29, 1999

SRLAGTRIL fadieat i

d,.

Roll Call:

The following Board members were in attendance but the entire
Board had the opportunity to vote on all motions and seconds by E-
mail,

b..
Ron Castaner
Dale Laird
Eileen Laird
Steve Hoppin
Reports:

1. Treasurer report - current balance § 7874.90. NFSS 1998 tax re-
turn has been filed.

2. Fourth Vice President report - judge's fees and reports filed for
1999,

3. Band Secretary - over three hundred band orders have been proc-
essed to date. Band orders have surpassed previous year by over one
hundred orders.

4. NFSS 2000/2061 Election Committee report - current slate and
voting procedures reviewed by members present,

5. NFSS has a full-page promotional ad in the 1999 KT GABS cata-
log.

Business:

1. Discussion of lack of reports by regional Vice Presidents concern-
ing their educational and promotional activities of NFSS in their re-
spective region. No wriften reports received,

2. The following motion was made by Steve Hoppin and seconded
by Dale Laird - In recognition of Mr. Ray Johnson's dedication and
contributions to the entire field of aviculture, I make the motion that
NESS award him hfetime NESS membership and Honorary Panel
Judge status. Copies of motion to be forwarded o Board members
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for vote.

3. Board members revisited a motion made by Bill Parlec. The mo-
tion presented an official NFSS Internet email policy. Copies of mo-
tion to be forwarded to Board members for vote.

4. A written concern was received questioning why exhibition and
bird points are accumulated at non-affiliated shows. Board discus-
sion followed and requested the Panel Chairman to research affilia-
tion procedures and point aceumulation for other National societies.
5. Panel Chairman reports Sally Huntington and he have made for-
ward progress in developing criteria of a motion for procedures of
an additional apprentice testing policy. It's anticipated this motion
will probably be ready for inclusion in the Third Quarier NFSS
Board Mecting "By Mail".

6. A request to the Board was made for show standards for the
Mouse Bird, Touraco, and Red headed finch. The Board asked the
Panel Chairman to provide details on the procedure for the selection
of finch and softbill species for the creation of a standard. Panel
Chairman reported that multiple birds of a partieular specie consis-
tently placing on top bench throughout the show seasons were top
priority for selection process. The Board recommends all future in-
quiries and requests for standards be directed to the Panel Chairman.
7. Board member request for the Judge's Handbook to be up-dated
and to include the present 1998 classifications. Panel Chairman re-
ported 1999 NFSS budget included expenditure for revision. The
Handbook is currently being edited and a Fall release is anticipated.
8. Board discussed several different ideas concerning a potential
“Breeder Recognition Program” for NFSS' Finchsave. Any and all
suggestions for this program should be submitted to the Finchsave
Dharector, Dantel Almaguer.

9. The Board reviewed a proposal from a NFSS member requesting
the Society become a distributor for his recommended products. The
Board members in attendance discussed all submitted mformation,
however, declined the offer.

ltems requiring a vote:

c.

The following motion was made by Steve Hoppin and seconded by
Dale Laird concerning a lifetime membership & Honorary Judge's
status for Mr. Ray Johnson.
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in recognition of Ray Johnson's many years of dedicated service to
Aviculture and in view of his current health status to award Mr.
Johnson a lifettime membership in NEFSS and award him an honorary
status as a Panel Judge .

Yes-13, No-0, Did not vote-2

The following motion was made by Bill Pariee and seconded by
Steve Hoppin concerning NFSS Official E-mail Policy:

"All National Finch and Softbili Society Board member Intemet k-
Mail communications, between mndividual members, must be di-
rected to the member or members involved. Communications to the
whole Board should be directed to the President with copies to all
Board members. E-mail directed in any other method will not be
considered as official NIFSS E-mail. Board sensitive E-mail or cop-
ies thereof may only be communicated between members of the Na-
tionat Finch and Softbill Society.”

Yes-12, No-1, Did not vote-2
Submitted by:

Ron Castaner
NFSS President

Awards Manager|

Ginny Allen has been the Awards Manager for more
years than she originally agreed to, but has decided
it is time for her to turn position over to another vol-
unteer. If you think you may be able to help NFSS
by filling this position please contact Ginny at
gndallen@earthlink.net or (334) 749-7168. For
more details,
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Third Quarter 1999 NFSS Board Meeting
Held: By Mail 67/26/99
Completed 08/30/99

A A I Tt b R

Documented by: Ron Castaner
NESS President

Dear Board Members, {Friends} | would hike to thank each of vou
for taking part in the 3rd guarter for the 1999 board of directors
agenda. I would especially fike to thank the Vice President Dale
Laird for all of his help. Here are the final votes for items one and
two. Items requiring a vote

ftem One: Change of policy of allocating $460.00 to the trip ex-
penses mstead of air fair for the President

13 YES {AMEND "UP TO" 5406.00)

2NO VOTES

item Two: Amend the governing laws of the judge examination to
admit the procedures discussed in the 3rd quarter of 1999 board of
director agenda. (Done by mail).

9YES

4 NO

2NOVOTE.

Ron Castaner

NFSS President

NFESS Treasurer

D R T T R T e e e s

You will remember the NFSS Ballot did not contain
a candidate for the Treasurer position for the
2000/2001 Board. If you can help in this area, or
know of another member who can, please contact
any of the Board members.
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What NFSS State Region is your State In?

Region 1—Northeast
Connecticut
Delaware

Maine

Maryland
Massachusetts
New Hampsbire
New Jersey

New York
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
Vermont
Virginia
Washington D.C.
West Virginia

Region 2—Southeast
Alabama

Florida

Georgia

Mississippi

North Carolina

South Carolina
Tennessee

Region 3—Mid-Central,
Canada, Foreign
Arkansas

IHinois

Indiana

Kentucky
{outsiana
Michigan
Missouri

Ohio

Wisconsin

Region 4—Mid-West
[owa

Kansas

Minnesota

Nebraska

North Dakota
Oldszhoma

South Dakota

Texas

Region 5—Mountain
Arizona

Colorado

idaho

Montana

Nevada

New Mexico

Utah

Wyoming

Region 6—Pacific Coast
Alaska

California

Hawaii

Oregon

Washington

Region 7—Caribbean
Puerto Rico
Other Caribbean locales

As noted. Canada and foreign
locations fall under Region 3.
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T
Breeding the Blue-breasted Parrot-finch.
By Vince Moase

The Blue-breasted Parrot-finch, Erythrura tricolor, is also known as
the Tri-coloured, Three-coloured and, more recently, the Forbe's
Parrot-finch. (The name "Forbe's” appears to refer to birds that come
from the Tanimbar Islands. It is the subject of great debate at pre-
sent as to whether this is actually a different sub-species or not.}
This 1s one of the earliest discovered members of the genus and was
first described in 1817 by Vieillot. For many years, the Blue-
breasted was considered by some fo be the rarest finch in aviculture.
Prices for a pair were ofien in the thousands of dollars, which was
very unfortunate as, until recently, they have not been known to sur-
vive in caplivity for any length of time.

Even authoritative books written m the last decades have been un-
able to offer any infornmation regarding the eare of this species.
Fstrildid finches of the world by Derek Goodwin has "No informa-
tion" under the headings of "Feeding and general habits”, "Nesting”,
"Voice", and "Display and Social Behaviowr”. The Parrot-finch
breeder’s "bible", Parrot Finches, The Aviculturist’s Guide by Evans
and Fidler can only offer, "The species is unknown in aviculture.”
While other books comment, "This species does not survive in cap-
tivity, " and, "There are no recorded breeding successes.”

In recent years, good breeding vesults in Europe, and the illegal ex-
port from Indonesia {by declaring them as totally different spectes),
have coniributed fo increased availability and a reduction in the
prices being demanded. The Blue-breasted Parrot-finch comes pri-
marily from the 1sland of Timor m South East Asia. Timor covers
approximately 12,000 square miles, so this species has a very re-
stricted range. {As a comparison, the US State of Maryland 1s ap-
proxmmately 10,000 square miles)

The forehead, face. throat and breast of the adult male is a dark co-
balt blue, the lower breast and belly are a paler cobalt, upperparts are
bright green. rump and upper tail coverts are red. The bill 15 black
and the legs are flesh-coloured. Adult hens are paler versions of the
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male, with the deep cobalt being replaced by turquoise, although some
hens arc almost as dark as the males. Young birds are easily identifiable
as the breast is grey and the back is a duller green. The juveniles' bills
are yellow/orange m eolour.

Two yeurs ago a local bird importer offered Forbe's Parrot-finches for
sale. These birds had been imported from Europe, where they had been
raised in Holland. We purchased two pairs and then had to decide what
we should try feeding them. As usual with very rare birds, the reports
often contradicted each other. "Do not feed rice as it will kill the birds.”
"feed brown rice", "High protein diet" "No protein”, etc. Reports com-
ing out of Furope were saying the birds put on weight very easily and,
once fat, would never be any good for breeding. Bearing this is mind
we set about developing a diet. The diet offered does vary a little, de-
pending on whether they are housed inside or have been transferred to
an outside aviary to enjoy the summer.

The basic maintenance diet includes finch mix, wild grass seeds, duek
starter, niger seed, canary seed, millet sprays and our own grit mix
(includes cuttlebone and egg shells baked at 250 degrees for 20 mmn-
utes.} A selection of greens, spinach, dandelion, chicory and other dark-
leaf vegetables, are added to soaked seed and fruit each day. Base min-
erals and vitamins are added to the water. The birds also receive white
worms, small mealworms, and fruit flies and their larvae, although we
have not witnessed them feeding on the latter. A very strict control is
kept on the high protein foods as this species, particularly the maies, are
prone to getting fat. They are usually very active and require more room
than their more common Blue-faced and Red-headed cousins.

We house these birds in communal aviaries or in pairs in breeding
cages. We have found they breed much better in individual pairs
housed in small aviaries measuring approximately 4' X 5' X 6'. This
also avoids any competition for live food. Each flight has clumps of Ca-
nary grass going from floor to ceiling and cedar boughs are put m the
corners, again from floor to eeiling to provide secluded nesting sites.
Dogwood boughs are hung about half way up the flight and around the
perimeter. One pair of Parrot-finches housed in a small communal avi-
ary, with a pair each of Gouldians and Owl Finches. had § good eggs
and then started to fight with the Gouldians, We had to pull the eggs of
both pairs and foster them or risk losing both nests. The
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Gouldians were also removed at this time. The female Parrot-finch went
into a heavy moult and the male became really aggressive. There is not
much doubt the hen would have been killed if there had been no cover
in the aviary. The male took his frustration out on the Canary grass. The
original clump measured approximately four feet high by two feet and
was chewed m halfl They also enjoy chewing branches, especially the
Dogwood.

Our birds prefer to nest In wooden boxes as opposed to wicker baskets,
A survey of three breeders showed the birds of only one breeder used
wicker nests and that breeder did not have any wooden boxes available
in their fhights. Typical of most parrot-finches these birds build a very
tight nest that has a tiny entrance hole, which is almost impossible to
see into. They prefer to build with coconut fiber but also take some si-
sal, other white cotton fibers and long soft grass that we harvest locally.

When a compatible pair are housed together they sit next to each other,
bobbing up and down in unison with their bills almost touching. The
male gives a soft, very high-pitch trill, much like that of the Red-head,
only softer. Any further display has not been observed. Copuiation has
occaslonally been observed on the perch but the pair spends much time
together 1n the nest, and 1t 1s believed that copulation usually takes
place there.

When the pairs are set up for breeding the maintenance diet is supple-
mented with Sunshine Protein 25 egg food at the rate of 6 cups to 7
hard-boiled eggs. Cooked brown rice is also offered but is withheld dur-
ing the rest of the vear to avoid the obesity risk.

The average clutch containg 4-6 tiny white eggs and both birds share the
incubation dutics. Eggs hatch after 13 days. The chicks have the four
reflective papillae typical of the genus. These papillae, at the junction of
the mandibles, open mnto a square when the chicks beg for food and as-
sist the parents In knowing where to place the food in the dark confines
of the nest. The papillae of this species are blue. The chicks fledge at
around 18 days and are dependent on their parents for a further 3 weeks,
although they can be seen picking at seceds a week after fledging. We
usually leave the young with their parents until the next clutch of eggs
1s about to hatch. This avoids competition between the two elutches for
the rearing food. The sexes can be determined between 10 and 12
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weeks.

Our goal is always to have our birds rear their own young if possible.
We set up 5 pairs of Blue-breasted Parrot-finches at the beginning of
this breeding season. Three pairs were housed i communal flights
while the remaining two pairs were housed by themselves in the small
aviaries.

We realized the importance of increasing the number of these rare birds
as efficiently as possible. To assist us in this goal the eggs from the first
three pairs were fostered to Bengalese and the other two pairs were al-
lowed to raise their own young. The season is just winding down and
we have over 30 current year birds, about half of which were parent-
raised. Next season we will concentrate on having all pairs raise their
own young.

Two of the young from a late nest appear to be dilute in colour. The
parents are normal-coloured but the chicks' backs are blue and the nor-
mally red rump is a pale tan colour. This mutation has appeared in
Europe but very little is known about it. We hope to be able to confinue
with these new coloured birds next year and see if the gene is sex-
linked or autosomal (normal) recessive.

It is important for breeders to share their experiences and for us to learn
from each other. I would like to thank Dave Smith for sending me some
of his observations and opinions relating to the display and

breeding cycle of his birds. Also to Grant Rishman for compiling all the
information and organizing it into a legible format.

Work cited:

Evans, Stewart and Mike Fidler. Parrot Finches, the avicuturist’s guide.

Loadon, England. Blandford 1990

Fidler, Mike. Personal communication, 1999,

Goodwin, Derek. Estrildid finches of the world. Tthaca, NY. Comstock

Publishing Associates, 1982

Vriends, Matthew. The complete book of finches. New York, NY. Howell.
1987
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Nylan Nesced Figher and Cages

‘Customers Rate Ecotone A+
* a8 a safe environment
» providing effective continment
* in a low-stress

* spacious natural serting

+ beautifully designed

+ for small ta mid-sized birds:
hookbilis, softhills, finches

Our New Models Offer
+ Soft natred walls

« {71 color combinations
= new designs in wood

« 3 models and 11 sizes

¢ low mainlenance

*+ easy cleaning

We Are The Best Value Arcund
» unobstructed view of birds

* full range of options

* customized designs

+ sizesto 30 x 5V 1 B'H

= prices from 543925
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Avian Conversations
(Formerly “Basic Bird Care”)

st
Editor’s
series of articles due to the premise that they will cover far more than Basic

Bird Care. We hope you enjoy the series and invite your questions and
comments {see end note).

KNOW YOUR BIRDS

Ross: This may sound a littie strange, but [ think that dogs and cats
are a problem for new bird owners. Not, as you might expect, because they
threaten or scare birds, but because they set a standard of care that people
project onto birds. Dogs and cats are largely self sustaining creatures. You
feed them, occasionally open the door for them, take them for shots once a
year and occastonally clean the cat’s Hitter box. That’s about all you have to
do unless there is a problem. | think this creates an unspoken expectation in
people’s minds - they expect birds to be like cats and dogs, and that is not
the case. And frankly, pet stores don’t tell people the truth when they sell
them birds, etther.

Most people see a bird at a show or a pet store or a friend’s house, fall
in love with it, take it home, and then try to figure out how to care for it. If
you were going to give the novice bird keeper some basic advice, what
wonld be the most important thing you would say to them?

Tom: The most important thing that I would suggest is to research the
literature and find out as much as you can about the birds you are intending
to buy. But in the real world very few people do this, including many ex-
perienced aviculturists. Trial and error seems to be the most popular form
of bird education, much to the detriment of the unfortunate birds being ex-
perimented with. If you are a beginner 1 would certainly suggest that you
buy a good general book on Finches and Softbills before buying any birds.
Also, start with birds that have flexibility and lardiness. I'd certainly rec-
ommmend Zebra Finches, Societies. etc. But. also | find that many experi-
enced aviculturists will add a bird to their collection withont really know-
ing about the bird, either in nature or in aviculture.

Ross: When you see a bird that you want, I can understand the moti-
vation to bave it, but T an just not sure that to just buy if on the spot is al-
ways the smartest approach. Pet shops will hold a bird for a day for you. If
you are at a show find someoue there, other than the seller, who knows
about the type of bird you are considering and ask guestions. Bird people
are usually willing 1o help and they are always full of opinions. Get at least
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some basic information se that you are not creatmyg problems for yourself
or your flock. Find out abont things like compatibility, diet, aggressiveness,
space requirements, ete. of the birds you are vonsidering.

Tom: I could not agree more. The literature of aviculture is fascinat-
ing to me, and we do have a long history with birds, so there is 2 good deal
of information availabie 1f you are willing to look for it. Qur knowledge
goes back a long way. Montezuma had 600 slaves that did nothing but tend
the birds in his aviaries, and of course, we know that the ancient Egyptians
kept birds.

The books in my library go all the way back to the 18G0°s, starting
with Beckstein's History of Cage Birds and right on up to the present with
books like Estrildid Finches of the World, and Ross, 1 know you use Rus-
sell Kingston’s Keeping and Brecding Finches and Seed Eaters which is
also a very good book.

It is fascimating to see how aviculture has changed and to find the his-
tory of birds in aviculture. You must remember that at one time, Lories
were fed bread sozked in milk and that was it! They had a very high mor-
tality rate! And people kept birds like Dippers and sky larks and they kept
them in rooms. Qutdoor aviaries were rare. People kept birds in large
rooms where the birds were either kept in cages or allowed to fly free.

Anyway, there are 3 lot of good books out nowadays and [ want to
mention some of them. The classic. and it may be out of priny, 18 Finches
and Saft-Bifled Birds by Bates and Busenbark. 1 have a quarrel with the
book in that the iflustrations for the most part are terrible and the informa-
tion on care of the birds is in the front of the book separated from informa-
tion on the specific species, but it was and is, and excellent book. In its day
it was the most comprehensive book available. Also, just for history, Carl
Naether’s Softhill Birds was for a long time the only book published on
softbills, and is still very good. Derek Goodwin’s Estrildid Finches of the
World is another excellent reference, but it may be hard to find today.
There is another interesting book called Foreign Birds for Goarden Aviaries
by Alan Brooksbank of the famous Keston Bird Farm in Fngland. My copy
was written in 1939, The book focuses on the building of planted outdoor
aviaries and the birds suitable for them. Also, one of the standards for
finches many years was 2 book simply called Finches by lan Harman. T
is an Australian, and this i3 an excellent book. More recently. two books
have come out on softbills both of which § like very much: David Alder-
ton's, 4 Birdkeeper's Guide o Softbills and Martin Vinee's, Softhills. Care
Breeding and Conservation.

In addition to some of this established itterature, it is very important
to get the most up to date information available. I find the articles by vari-
ous breeders in publications like The Bulletin of the National Finch and
Softbill Society. The American Federation of Aviculture’s Wawchbird. etc,
to be very valuable. Thesce are generally articles of recent breeding and
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rearing techniques that have been successful.

Some people might say. well then, what is the use of a book, particu-
farly this old smuff? Well, the fundamentals don’t change that much, and
this information is at least going to get you started on the right path. This is
not to say that I agree with everything that has been written, because [
don’t, but you will at least get the basic concepts like: caging, basic diet,
things like not to put parrots together with finches or not to house weavers
with goldbreasts. Simple basic things like that. If you are not familiar with
birds it is unlikely that you will know these things. And despite what the
pet shop tells you, Pekin Robins will not live well on a seed only diet.

Ross: There is one other piece of advice 1 would like to pass on to
new bird kecpers. Make sure your birds are banded. If they are not banded
when you buy them. get some split bands and band them. I{’s not that hard
to do. Then get yourself a notebook and note any information you have
about your birds: when they were fledged, who you bought them from, etc.
Then record every clutch, band colors and numbers.

The reasons are simple. Finch babies don’t take long before they look
exactly like their parents. After a while you won’t be able to tell who Is
who. If vou use a different color for cach clutch and get numbered bands
you will be able to tell your birds apart, One trick Tom and [ both use is to
band clutches from the same parents with related (and numbered) colored
bands. For exaruple, one set of my Gouldian parents have blue bands. 1
band each of their clutches with bands in the "blue” family: light blue,
navy, purple, violet, ete. Another pair of parents have red bands and 1 use
"red” colors like: red, dark red, light and dark pink, orange, etc. for their
olfspring. The third group gets the greens and yellows. The reason I do this
is that I can look in the aviary in an instant and know exactly which genetic
line a particular bird is from. It makes things a lot easier.

The record book is irnportant. A year or two and 15 birds later you
will not remember who came from where and who Is related to whom. This
information is cssential if you ever want to pair your birds up to mate or to
sell. If you don’t do it from day one, the information can be very difficult to
go back and recreate. It is aiso surprising how fast things can develop. I
started out with 3 pairs of Gouldians and after their first breeding season
they had become 23 birds. T cannot keep all that in my head. I record lots of
information on my birds because 1 want to be able to go back and see if
changes in diet and whatnot have made any difference in clutch size. ap-
pearance, health, et¢. The computer is great for that sort of record keeping.

BASIC BIRD NEEDS
Tom: What 2 bird nceds is esseutially what it has in nature. Jt needs

good light, fresh air, cool, clean water to drink and bathe in, space to fly,
minerals and an appropriate diet. { prefer to give birds as large a flight
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space as possible. My two breeding flights are 12 ft. and 9 1. Long and that
is the smallest that [ bave. | also hke to leave fledglings 1n the flight as long
as is possible because in that important growth period it develops their
fiight muscles and other organs.

CAGE SiZ8

Ress: One thing that bothers me s the wdea of housing a bird in a
small, "canary” sized cage. In my view, birds are built for flight - that is
what they do. They need space to move. § think it is eruel and unhealthy to
permanently confine birds to a small cage where they cannot get proper
exercise. Would you care to comment on that?

Fom: Well, | guess we got info this habit because canaries could tol-
erate it, and small cages don’t take up much space in city apartments. That
doesn’t mean that it was good for the birds, though. § considera 247 x 147
% 24" inch cage 1o be the absolute minimum for small birds, and no more
than 4 to 6 birds in it depending upen their size and aggressive tendencies,
Nothing smalier. Larger flights of eight feet or more are better. Outdoor
flights are ideal if you can do i,

In regards to design, a cage or flight should be longer than it 1s tall.
Althoagh a taller cage may be visually appealing, birds need 1o fly, and
flight is a horizontal thing. And, dor’t confuse "hop space” with "flight
space.”

Round cages are typically tall and narrow, and in my opinion, should
be banned. it is impossible to keep food and water dishes clean in these
cages because the perches sif right above them. Flight space in these 15 also
minimal.

On a related note, some cages come with wire grates on the bottom. |
recommend removing these. Most finches like to spend Hime on the ground
and it is important to make the cage floor amenable to their needs. Over the
years } have come to beheve that all birds are aviary birds and | frv to use
cages only for quarantine and temporary housing.

TEMPERATURE

Ross: What sbout basic bird temperature requirements? Most of the
birds we keep are tropical. I'l go into my aviary on a hot summer day and
be almost dying of the heat, and the birds are soaking it up!

Tom: Birds have varying requirements, of course. Some are quite tol-
erant of cold even though they are tropical in origin. Others have very spe-
cific emperature requirements and cannot tolerate anytinng below a 60
nighttime temperature. 14 is very important that you be aware of caeh bird’s
temperature needs. | am not interested in experimenting with just how cold
a particular species can endure and survive, | think that 1s eruel.
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A common mistake inexperienced aviculturist’s sometimes make is to
keep a cage right next to a window. The probiem is that all windows leak
when it gets cold, and drafts are very rough on birds. Also, direct sun fora
long period of time can also induce an artificial molt or heatstroke. It is best
to plaee a cage next to a wall at about eye level. If you have a living room
that gets cold at night you can always drop a heat light into or pear the
cage.

Regarding aviaries, the question is what species you house in them.
For instance my outdoor aviary, which is planted and has a shelter, houses
tropicat birds. The shelter is maintained at night with a heater at a minimum
of 50 . it seldom goes that low here and the temperature is more likely to be
between 55-60 at night. | also have a standard 7 watt red utility light that
serves as 3 night light. All lighting is controlled by a system that automati-
cally dims them at night and brings them up graduatly in the morning.

The planted flight has two, 730 watt radiant heating elements at the
back at the roof line. T have a perch 2 feet from the heater. The temperature
in the fiights must be at least 56 before 1 will release birds from the shelter.
The heaters will bring the flight to this temperature from 30 in about an
hour, plus providing an even warmer place if the birds desire if.

Some softbilis can be acclimated to considerably lower temperatures
than their origins would indicate. Pekins. Silver Eared Mesias, many of the
Iays, etc., can take guite low nighttime temperatures and seem comfortable.
Some drop in nighttime temperature 1s important for birds. Almest all wropi-
cal birds experience eool nights, in faet some places in the tropics can be-
come downright chilly at night. Otherwise birds ean beeome soft. But we
must remember that at the latitude of North Armerica, conditions are consid-
erably colder than these bird’s native habitats.

During the cool periods, my flight is eovered with insulated plastic
panels that slide into plaee. This works very well, except in our intense sun
here at 7.300 feet in Santa Fe, the flight can overheat quickly and then the
panels must be opened for ventilation. § don’t worry a lot about temperature
highs in this climate. Some birds enjoy the heat, others retire to the shelter
when it gets hot.

My aviary 1s musted at least fwice, sometimes three times a day, de-
pending upon the ambient temperature. Indoor birds are provided with
fresh bathing water several times each day. beginning about 2:08 in the af-
ternoon. Treated dnuking water is withdrawn at that time and pot replaced
until the following momng,

PERCHES

Ross: it seems to me that one of the most overlooked areas m bird
keeping i$ that of perches.
Tonu Perches should be kept clean because birds sit on them, clean
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their beaks on thern and rub their eyes on them. If 2 perch is dirty it is just
an invitafion to infection. And foot and eye infections can be really hard to
great. The perch is the bird’s Living space. Would vou want to stand around
harefoot in feces all day, day after day? Then don’t expect your birds to!
How often have you seen cages where the paper has been changed and yet
the birds are sitting on filthy perches? | see this a lot 1 stores, and it both-
ers me.

Regarding perch placement, some people over-perch their flights. |
believe that a cage or aviary should be perched as minimally as possible,
encouraging the birds to stretch out and get exercise. Otherwise they will
mostly hop. As a standard, I recommend one perch at each end of standard
flight cage at a high level and a third in the nuddle at 2 lower level. This
encourages the birds to fly. The idea is to place perches to maximize flight
space.

Lower perches are important, too. Sometimes a bird that is introduced
to a flight will be nervous about gomg down from a high perch to eat, or
whatever. A low perch gives them a place to hang out and decide when
they wani to go down. Perches should always be placed so that the birds’
tails clear the sides of the cage.

I fike to use natural branches for perches. | especially like fruit tree
branches. Branches have varying diameters so the birds get good foot exer-
cise. The drawbacks to natural branches are that they can be difficult 1o
tlean and they become brittle with time and must be replaced more fre-
quently. 1t is essential to sterilize natural branches {either with a disinfec-
fant or i the oven at 350 for 1/2 hour) before putting them into a flight.

Ross: One thing that is not well understood is perch diameter. People
tend to use perches that are too thin. ldeally, a bird should not be able to
wrap its foot around a perch. They should only be able to rest on its top
haif. This is much better for foot exercise aud perching safety.

Tome: Doweling is easy to remove and clean. I use doweling mixed
with natural branches in my in holding cages. But doweling is hard and
smooth so [ like fo soak it in hot water a little and then take a serrated knife
and score it to rough the surface up a bit. This gives the birds more traction
and is more comfortable for them. Birds need foot exercise. That is why
having different diameter perches is important.

Ress: When | started out, like many bird keepers. | went out and
found seme gorgeous branehes to put in my flights - they looked great. the
aviary looked so natural! Then | had o start to regularly clean the darned
things, and the complex branches soon got drastieally pared down. Now
we're down to basically a single stem with no side branches. ¥ do that for
two reasons: First, { found that my birds werent really flving. They were
hopping from branch to brauch because there were so many perches avail-
able. The birds needed all the exercisc they could get, and ey desire fora
"natural looking” environment was giving them a way to avoid exercise.
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Secondly, the natural branches were rough and they just didn’t ¢lean as cas-
ily as dowels,

incidentally, many people do not realize that doweling comes in both
hardwoed and softwood. Softwood dowels are much better for perches.
Perches made with serrated plastic are soft and also work well. They allow
for good traction. [ understand, though, that they can splinter with exposuye
1o the sun, so that would be something to consider.

Tom: Some aviculturists use lengths of rope for perching. T have
never used it, but rope is soft and comes in many diameters. But, it must be
kept clean and I have always wondered if it wasn't too smooth to help wear
down claws.

Ross: How often would you suggest that people remove and clean
their perches?

Tom: Often! Perches should of course, be cleaned when they are
dirty, but I prefer to sec them not get dirty at all. This depends somewhat
upon the species you are working with and the number of birds in the cage
or aviary. My rule of thumb is: don’t let the dirt accumulate.

Ross: | think it is also important to treat perches with a disinfectant
after cleaning them. T scrub my perches with Oxyfresh Cleansing Gel and
then freat them with Dent-A-Gene disinfectant. I like to dry mine in the sun
before returning them to the aviary. You use a different technique don’t
you?

Tom: I use boiling water to sterilize them and then scrub them with a
wire brush. [{fowever, scraping perches doesn’t disinfect them. You have to
wash and treat them. Make sbsolutely certain that perches are dry before
returning them to the flight. You can dry in the oven {don’t overcook!) or
dry them in the sun. Patting damp perches in a cage can cause chilliag and
lead to bird colds and other problems.

Ross: When 1 built my aviaries § did not think about perch cleaning
and disinfecting and so | simply wired my perches in. I thought I could ade-
quately clean them in place. | was wrong! T had to redesign my perclics so
that they could be removed for cleaning. 1 find that a sccond set of perches
is a really good idea. You can swap out one set with the sccond and then
you can ¢lean and disinfect the dirty set at your leisure. And, they then have
plenty of time to dry thoroughly.

End.

Note: If you have suggestions, comments, ideas, or disagreements, we
welcome your thoughts. You can send them to Ross Bishop, P.O. Bex
6105, Santa Fe, NM, 87302 or email ross@dsrt.com, We will try to re-
spond to comments in future columns.
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The Kindness of Strangers
By Catherine Reynolds

Like many of you, I have found myself relying on the kindness,
and research of strangers in my journey toward that title of Avicul-
turist”. Recently, | have had the pleasure of making many friends
via the internet. Some of these friendships have lead to phone calls,
or even meetings face to face. All have been beneficial in some way
or another.

One such friendship with an impish Irishman, Tim Roche, now
living in Massachusetts, netied me a box full of Cage & Aviary
BIRD magazine on loan (shhhh... Tim doesn't want anyone fo know
he 15 a nice guy). While perusing the pages of one issue | found a
blurb by Robin Restall, about a DNA study being done at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, on the relationship of finches. The article was a
year or so old but contained all of the information needed to contact
Dr. Robert Payne, Curator of Birds and Professor of Zoology at the
University. So, as brazenly as I bug some of you, [ typed out a letter
of infroduction to Dr. Payne. Iexplained that I was a member of the
NFSS and that 1if this study was still going on | would gladly enlist
the aid of the club m getting the samples he needed. At the time [
first wrote, Dr. Payne was in Africa studying birds and unavailable
to answer my quesitons about the research study.

I soon forgot all about 1t. Then one afternoon quite by surprise, [
saw a message from a Dr. Robert Payne at The University of Michi-
gan pop up. Dr. Payne assured me that the study is still ongoing and
will be so for at least one more, possibly two more years. He does
have most of the Estrilid Finches but still needs samples from quite a
number of other species. So following, is the list of species we
could help him with, and the address to contact him at. All that he
needs are FEATHERS, and the names of the species they came
from, to do his DNA testing. | know there has to be at least one or
two of us who can help him cut s0 we can better understand our
birds. 1 consider it a way to repay back all that "kindness of strang-
ers” Pve received... how about you?
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Emblema (Stagonopleura, Zonaeginthus) oculata, red-eared firetail
Erythrura cyaneoventris, red-headed parrotfinch
Frythrura kleischmidtii, pink-billed parrotfinch, Fip
Erythrura viridifacies, green-faced parrotfinch

Estrilda nigriloris, black-faced waxbill

Fstrilda kandti, Kandt's waxbill

Estrilda charmosyna, pink black-faced waxbili

Estrilda poliopareia, Anambra waxbiil

Estrilda {polionota) ochrogaster, Abyssinian waxbill
Estrilda rufibarba, Arabian waxbill

Lonchura caniceps, grey-headed manmkin

Lonchura forbesi, New Ireland munia

Lonchura {f.) nigerrima, New Hanover Munia

Lonchura hunsteini, mottled munia, Hunstein's mannmkin
Lonchura kelaarti, rufous-bellied black-throated munia, hill munia
Lonchura leucogastroides, Javan munia

Lonchura melaena, thick-billed / Bismarck munia
Lonchura montana, snow mountain mannikin

Lonchura monticola, alpine mannikin

Lonchura stygia, black mannikin

Lonchura vana, grey-banded mannikin

Oreostruthus fuliginosus, crimson-sided mountam finch
Pholidornis rushiae, tit-hylia

Spermestes (bicolor) nigriceps, red-backed mannikin

All that needs to be done 1s to send feather samples in an envelope
marked with the species they came from to:

Robert B. Payne Phone: 734-647-2208

Curator of Birds and Professor of Zoology FAX: 734-763-4080

3019 Museum of Zoology e-mail: rbpayne@umich.edu

1109 Geddes Ave.

University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, ME48109-1079 USA

The feathers need not be fresh pulled. They can be dropped during a
molt or pulled by another bird. You might wish to add that they are

DNA samples of no monitory value on the outside of the envelope.

End
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Shows/Events

Novernber 27, 1999
Santa Clara Valley Canary and Exotic Bird Club
Wilcox School  Santa Clara, CA
Pane! Judge: Clarence Culwell
Drelegate: Richard Pizzurmo 408-927-0734

November 27 and 28, 1999
National Institute of Red-Orange Canaries
Holiday Inn Elk Grove Village, IL
Panel Judge:
Delegate: Stephan Hopran  815-465-8455
Birdhop{@aol.com

Drecember 3-5, 1999
Colorbred Canary Club of Miami
Days inn 7250 NW 1 5t Miamt, FL 33120
Delegate: Nora Trincado  305-235-2661

December 4, 1999
Organizacion Puerforriguena De Aves Exoticas
(uaynabe, PR
Panel Judge: Jacky Civitarese
Delegate: Jacky Civitarese T87-752-4433
Lixdme@aol.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

MY BIRDS SOFTWARE — Windows format.
Now your aviary records can ali be organized in one place. Download a
free demo at www.birds2grow.com or call 209-869-5900 for the demo on
disk. This is a fully functioning demeo, try it before you buy it. You will
never go back to paper records again.

This sofiware makes record-keeping 2 breeze! Download at www.
birdsdgrow.com

FOR SALE: Gouldian Finches galore! Normals, yellows, blues, split
blues and white breasted. Parent raised. Call Kerri Pettey, Oregon
(503 761-2371
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1999 Affiliated Clubs

STATE CLUB NAME DELEGATE  CONTACT#

internet First Internet Bird Club Myra Markley  319-362-93%0

ALS

FLIGA

CA

CA

CA

CA

CA

CA

CA

CO

T

95

FL.

Fi.

President@bird-club.org

Tri-State Bird Fanciers  Ginay Allen 334.749.7168
Gndallen{@earthlink.net

Amer. Family Pet Expo  Sally Huatington 619-452-9423

Huntington-center{@worldnef.att{.net

Aviary Assoc. of Kern Leon Harris 805-588-4511
LHARRIS887@ aol.com

Capitol City Bird Society Mariana Mejia  916-452-2037

Central California Richard Pizzarro 408-927-0734
Cagebird Club

Finch Society of Sally Huntington 619-452-9423

San Diego Huatington-center@worldnet.att net

Santa Clara Valley CanaryRichard Pizzurro 408-927-0734
And Exotic Bird Clab

South Coast Finch Society Edna McConnell 714-828-2607

Racky Mountain Seciety  Jim Norman 303-427-6260

of Aviculture JIMNSP@aol.com
CF Association for Laura Sherman  914-266-5617
Aviculture

CT Canary & Finch Club  Aifredo Robles  860-956-9410

Aviary and Cage Bird Carrie Efstathion 954-432-3349
Society Carriee2@juno.com

Colorbred Club of Miam Nora Trincado  305-2535-2661
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FL
FL
Fl.

FL

FL
Ga
HI
IL
L
L
IN
1A
KS

MD

MA

Fiorida State Fair
Fi. West Coast Avian
Socicty

Greater Brandon
AviculturalSociety

Suncoast Avian Society

Sunshine State Cage
Bird Society

Georgia Cage Bird
Society

Honotulu Canary and
Finch Club

) Cireater Chicaco Cage

BirdClub

Hlini Bird Fanciers
National Institute of
Red-Orange Canaries

Indiana Bird Fanciers

MidAmerica CageBird

~Society

Kansas Aviculural
Society

Baltimore Bird Fanciers

Aviculturists of Greater
Boston

November/December 1999
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Dale Laird 407-657-7989
Dalel2@prodigy.net

Joy Johnson 941-966-6238
Joyfeathers@yvahoo.com

Joy Pace £13-685-6324
Jpaced7pi@tampabay.rr.com

Joe Ventimiglia §13-392-9391

Dale Laird 407-657-7989
Dalef2@prodigy.net

Bill McElveen  770-926-3830
Billmeelveen@mindspring.com

Kathy Perreira  808-839-226%
ALA1884@aol.com

Jane/John Muscato 636-305-9043
JAMIDM923@ao0l.com

Tom Rood 217-774-3265
Tircod@wbmmhnet.com

Stephan Hopman 815-469-8453
Birdhop@aol.com

Conrad Meinert  219-269-2873
BirdmanofWaaraw{@kconline.com

Rhoda Shirley  515-243-1511

Chris Gunderson 316-685-9364

Barbara Shannon 410-356-3858

Laura MacDonald 781-961-6952
Laura.MacDonald bi@baver.com
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MA

Mi

Mi

MI

MG

MO

MO

MO

Nil

NY

NY

NC

OH

011

Massachusetts Cage Bird
Association

Great Lakes Avicultural
Society

Maotor City Bird Breeders
Society of Canary and
Finch Breeders

Greater KC Avicultural
Society

Heart of America
Hookbill &Finch Society

Midwest Zebra and
Society Finch Club

Missonri Cage Bird Club

Birds of a Feather

New Mexico Bird Club

NY Finch and Type
Canary Club

November/December 1999
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Kathy Vieweg  617-730-4821
Kathy_vieweg{@hphe.org

Diana Hugo 616-842-0163

Hugo{iserv.net

Ron Girlmg 810.751-8263
Parretmebb{@asl.com

Patrick Vance  248-443-0643

Nita Haas 816-331-5285
TIHaas@OasisKC.net

Meses Linn 816-423-4661
Mosses43038@aol.com

Nita Haas 816-331-5285
TJHaas@OasisKC.net

Rich/Rose Dickman 314-928-3444
Skdati@indink.com

Dr. Al Decoteay  603-672-4568
SPBE1@actcom
Grail Ranshaw  505-822-1483

Stan Kuiak 718-967-6899
Barstandgierols.com

Rochester Cage Bird Club Patrick Goonan  716-288-3633

Raleigh-Durham Caged
Bird Society

Cleveland Cage Bird
Society

1 Defance Bird Chub

Patrick-Goonan@www.hotmail.com

April Blazich  919-851-8G79
Apriibdbelisouth.net

Annette Howard 330-337-7634
Sale ah@ACCESS-K-11.0rg

Larry Endsley  419-263-2795
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OH

0K

OK

OR

PA

PR

3C

™

TN

TX

TX

TX

X

Va

WA

WS

Toledo Bird Association  Rick Yunker 405.382.7066
OPRRLY@UOFTOL.UTOLEDQ.EDL)

Bird Fanciers of OK Don Lackey 445-948-3349

OK Cage Bird Society - Laura Bewley  918-622-8511
LBEWLEY@yahoo.com

Finch Connection Paula Hansen  503-584.8208

Bird Club

Greater Pittsburgh Cage  Margie Jounet  412-795-1904

Bird Society MJONNET@katy. pitt.edu

Organizacion  Jacky Civitarese TR7-752-4433

Puertorriquena De Aves Exoticas Lixdme@@aol.com

Adken Bird Club Deon Haller
Densbirds@scescape.net

Middle TN Cage Darlene McDonnell 613-355-4250

Bird Club R211MCDmaok.com

Southeast TN Aviculture  fanet Burrell 423-472-1386
Society SQUAWK Talk@webtv.net

Canary and Finch Society Margie McBrayer 281-338-2814
- Ulmspaatz@evi.net

Fort Worth Bird Club Clarence Culwell 817-220-5568
Culwell5@flash.net

Tx Bird Breeders and Clarence Culwell 817.270-5568

Fanciers Association . CulwellS@flash.net

Texas Canary Club Pierre Ata 281.448-1188
Peninsula Caged Bird Dick vy T57-898.5090
Society Dickivy@two-rivers.com

Cascade Canary Breeders Kenneth Foster  206-938-6072
Assoctafton Kenneth.r.foster@hoeing.com

Badger Canary Fanciers  Sue Feldstein  414-965.5367
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CANADA Durham Aviculturat
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Bob Yake

Society Of Ontario

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society

Atfred Mion

Gavin Dietz

Australia  Queensland
Finch Society
Australia  The Avicultural

Graeme Hyde

Society of Austfralia, inc

Great Britain The Estrildian

Great Britain The Waxhbill
Finch Society

Great Britain Zebra Finch

Howard
Robinson

Buzz Hope-
Inglis

Margaret Binns

Society
New New Zealand Finch
Zealand Breeders Association
End
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8(5-433-3944

519-948-6398

P.0O. Box 1600
Coorparoo DC 4151
Queensland
Australia

52 Harris Road
EHiminyt, Victoria
3249, Australia

10 Gable Terrace
Wheatley Hill
Durham DHG3IT
England

16 Litchfield Close
Plympton, Plymouth
PL73UU, England

&7 Bent |.anes
Davyhulme, Nr.
Urmston, Manchester
M418WZ, England

253 Albany Highway
Albany,
New Zealand

New Judges Handbook

Now Available!

The new NFSS Judges Handbook is now
available. See details on page 61 of this issue.
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Delta Avieulture and
Ornithology Rescarch
Associates

Delta Avicuiture and QOrnithology Research Associotes: Speoalizing o the
afvancemert of aviaoy rRdiations and mteibonal produds. Or. 1%, Mallia DM, hax
develooed and fornudated 9 complote e of products thet enhanve breeding, gualily,
and growth of exolic Dircds, 35 well 35 & Crysta! used to deturmine the sex of birds vath
rrEnime] stress. Delta &leo comsritines 1o the avian commwunily by offering frie suppoit
o aayone thal has any guestions refaled 10 health, nutdtion. of reprocuction of birds,
Plegse feel free to o 561-733-3350 any Ume. we will gladly answer any guestions
youl iy have free of charge.

Products:
FURDXONE, KACLIN, PECTIN -
For trezinwert of simple enteritis (diarrhea, wet vent] - foz 515, Zog 525
LEIGOL IODINE SOLUTION-
Eor the prevantion of ikdne deficancy. Add to drinking water diily - 20z S10. 402 515
IVERMECTIN, PETROLEUM BASE -
For fecatsnent & Lo combat scoiy fage, 8 scaly teg mtes {for exxamal use only) - 2oz
520, <or 51
IVERMECTIN, PROPYLENE GLYCOL -
Lt weormmer for budgies and oockatinly - foz $15. 200 825
PREMIUM QUALITY LIQUID VITAMIN IRON CALLIUM SUPPLEMENT -
Add to gilnking water dadly - 207 $10, 407 315
RID-MKTE 10% CARBARYL 5.8% #YRETHRUM POWDER -

Specchatly prepared for cage birds and mestboxes - 4oz 45
VIBRAMYCIN EGGE FORMULA POWDER - For Extra £ga8 -
Antibiosic-vitamin drinking vester formula. (deat 1o use durng bresdlirg seascn to
cocuc dead babies b the nest - 402 520
VITAMIN POWDER -

Sonciaily prepared for cage birds. Now with Bew Polien, Honey Powde:. Lattobaciius
ard healthy Spiruling - Sor 530
VITAMIN B- 12 LIQUID - Add 10 water - 202 $14
POEYUNSATURATED FATYTY ACIDS WITH VITAMING A, D, ANDE -

For dhetary Supplermentation - 4az2 $15
SPIRULINA POWDER. - Super foud for bizds - 2502 518
FEEDING NEEDLES - Assoried sisog froem $20.00
SEXING CRYSTALS » Ul to dedarmine sox with the 1east amount of stress 1o vour
bads - $5
AH pradudis are 180% guaranteed, or your money back.

to order or request mong information & catalog, piease send $2.00
{refundabie with first order) to:
Or. J.V. Maitia, D.V.M
13193-8 Quiet Woods Rd.
Weilington FL 33414
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The Painted Firetail Finch (emblema picta)
By Kerri McCoy
Buriington, Ontario

Looking for an addition to your mixed aviary community? Look no
further. The Painted Firetail Finch is an outstanding subject to con-
sider due to their non-aggressive demeanor and social nature. Due
to their rarity in U,S. aviculture, hobbyists will find the purchase of
these species o be costly. At the time of this writing the Painted
Firetail is gaining in popularity here in the states and domestic stock
1s able to be located with some effort.

The Painted Firetail geographically resides in the dry regions of
Australia. A map showing the extensive range in which the Painted
Firetail originated is available in "Keeping and Breeding Finches
and Seed-eaters” by Russell Kingston' . They are definitely consid-
ered desert dwellers. Their long pointed beak was designed for their
natural habitat due to the necessity to seek out grass seed heads and
msects dwelling in the rocky area in which they reside.

The bird 1s an overall rich brown celor. The upper mandible is
black, the lower red. The chest and belly area of the bird is black
and is decorated with small white dots.  The Painted Firetail is sexu-
ally dimorphic. Cock birds have bright red coloring in the center of
their chest. The amount of red coloring on the chest of the hen is
considerably less. On the cock the face itself is bright red around
and above the eyes and this red extends down the throat area. The
conceniration of red on the face and chest can vary from bird fo bird.
The hen has less concentration of red on the face, that is limited to
around the eye area. The white dotting on the chest increases in
concentration on the throat area. The tail feathers are brownish-black
and the rump feathers again show the bright red coloration seen on
the chest and face. Upon fledging young Painteds also have noticea-
bly red rump feathers.

My first Painted Firetails acquired were imports. At the time of my
search locating domestic stock was difficult and my interest in ob-
taining these birds led me to try some imported stock. They re-
quired considerably acclimation and "TLC" but adjusted fully to
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their new environment quite nicely after their three-month quaran-
tine period.

I have read with great interest several articles writien on the Painted
Firetail by Australian aviculturists. 1 have however found that the
characteristics of the stock in my possession behaved and bred in a
completely different manner than expressed in their writings. Per-
haps the origin and the domestication of the stock play some impor-
tant role in the behavioral differences. I am at present unable to of-
fer a further explanation.

While in quarantine [ allowed the Painteds to pair off at will. 1 have
found that allowing all species that I keep (save the zebras) to
choose their own mates to provide better breeding results. Once
pairing had occurred, the pairs were set up in individual breeding
cages housed indoors. The cages measured 3 ft long x 2 ft deep x 2
ft high. My experience with the Painted Firetail in 1ts infancy I
choose the cage breeding method to better control the monitoring of
the birds characteristics, nesting interests and overall breeding hab-
Hs.

Being ground dwellers, the breeding cages were provided with aspen
shavings as the floor covering. Lava rocks and pieces of driftwood
were also provided on the floor of the cage. The interior and exte-
rior sides and front of the cage were decorated with silk greenery to
necessitate a feeling of seclusion. Three perches per flight were pro-
vided. One at a high level to provide a good roosting spot, one at
the middle level of the flight in front of the nest provided and one
lower to the floor of the flight. All three are readily used by the in-
dividual pairs.

This is where my experiences begin to differ from those provided by
several Australian aviculturists. I have read that Painteds prefer to
build nests using ¢hunks of charcoal and small twigs as preferred
materials. My Painted Firetails readily accepted a commercial "twig
material” closed nest. Nesting materials of choice were coconut fi-
ber, down feathers, and Bermuda grass. Although charcoal was pro-
vided it was not used in the nest construction. [ have however found
that my pairs will line the nest with small picces of the aspen from
the cage floor. The cocks bird have also been seen on many an o¢-
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casion courtmg the hen while holding small pieces of agpen in their
beak.

The charming aspect of this specie is their early to rise nature. Well,
that 13 depending upon whether the hobbyist is an early riser hiny
herself... My Painteds are always up with the sun. For lack of a bet-
ter description the song of the cock bird resembles that of a squeaky
windshield wiper. I have learned to close the door fo the room
where they are housed if | am going fo attempt fo sleep in.

Before [ get into my experience with their breeding habits T thought
I would provide information on the diet that I provide my Painted
Frretails. They are provided a top guality seed mixture which is
30% Sunshine Finch Supreme (natural without vitamins added) and
50% Noah's Kingdom Finch Seed. They are provided spray millet at
all times due to their voracious love of the stuff. Beyer's Minerals®
with crushed eggshell and a sprinkle of charcoal is also provided at
all times. Mealworms are provided 2x daily for breeding pairs, and
ix daily for resting birds.

An eggfood mixture consisting of Proteen 25 and Bevo Universal
Insect Food” is mixed in a large container. Added to this is hard
boiled eggs, couscous, sprouted seeds, Soluvet® vitamins from Veta-
Farms, a powdered calcium supplement and on occasion a can of
corn or peas and carrots. This is fed out daily to breeding pairs and
every other day for resting birds. Vegetables consisting of: romaine,
zucching, cucumber, shredded carrots etc. are provided on alternating
days. My experience has shown that my Painteds are slow to accept
vegetables but with continual offering they will eventually accept
and enjoy them.

Being ground dwellers they are wormed quarterly with Avitrol Plus
and I have not noticed any adverse reactions to this worming prod-
uct. Ivermectin or more recently SCATT® is administered guarterly
as a cautionary measure. Again, no adverse reactions reported using
these products.

I found the Painted Firetail hens slow to begin the egg-laying proc-
ess. Whether this was directly related to their acclimation or a trait
of the species I do not know. However, once the process begins 1
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have been fortunate enough to have them behave like zebra finches!

The courtship display of a breeding pair is an endearing aspect of the
species. The cock bird will hold a piece of something in his mouth
(mine prefer small pieces of aspen) and begin singing to her. He
will stand on the perch; stretching out his neck moving his head
from side to side and commence his song. The hen will watch n-
tently and will quiver her tail if she is so inclined and mating will
oceur on the perch. My cock birds sing incessantly from sun-up to
sundown and this song is heard even more often by young maturing
cock birds.

The cock bird will bring material to the nest and the hen spends the
majority of the time in the nest "arranging”. 1 have however found
cock birds inside the nest making “adjustments” to 1ts interior.

The hen will lay between 3-4 eggs and incubation commences usu-
ally after the 2™ or 3" egg is Taid. I have had no problems to date
with egg binding in this species. Both cock and hen will share mncu-
bation and contrary to what [ have read I have found both cock and
hen sharing the nest at night. During resting times my Painteds pre-
fer to settle on the floor of the flight or aviary in a corner at lights
out. Hatching begins in 13 days after start of mcubation. Normally
one sometimes two chicks hatch per day.

The chicks are pale skinned and absent of down. Aside from the
beak, which in my first experience looked so foreign to me, they re-
semble a society in terms of the absence of any down on their bod-
ies. The most interesting aspect of the young is their silence. There
are no begging sounds emitted from the young during the first two
weeks of rearing. For those who intend to foster Painteds this must
be taken into consideration. However, my experience has not called
for the need to foster out this species so I am unable to offer guid-
ance in terms of acceptable foster parents.

Mealworms are increased to 4 or so each 3x daily when there are
young in the nest. Their interest in live food is moderate and not as
voracious as one would experience with waxbills. My Pamteds
readily take to the eggfood mixture histed above and will feed this
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mixture combined with the mealworms to the young in the nest.
Both cock and hen share in the raising of the clutch. As the chicks
mature spray millet is added to the eggfood and live food fed to the
young. The young will fledge at 23 days and they are exfremely
nervous in their new environment and are easily spooked. But do
not fear. As the young mature the hobbyist will note the very calm
nature of these birds. Next to the Parson finch I have found them
most peaceful and trusting of their keeper. And they will reward
you with this trust by going about their business with you sitting
within inches of them.

It is important to note that Painteds are not strong flyers. Not to say
they will not use every inch of a flight that is provided. You will
however not find them to fly stealthily from one side of the flight to
the other as one would witness in parrot finches. Night frights are
not uncommon. Bald tops on the head of juveniies can attest to that!
A night light provided where Painteds are housed is most recom-
mended!

1 have found the young to be extremely hardy upon fledging and
have not noted any tendency for them to “expire" during molt as can
be experienced with Gouldian Finches. My experience with the
Painted Firetail has afforded me the ability to determine sex of off-
spring upon fledging. Hens have considerably duller white spots on
the chest area, almost créme in color. Both fledglings pictured with
their nmother turned out to be hens. Cock birds upon fledging al-
though lacking the red coloring on the face, and throat area have
considerably brighter white spots on {he chest area.

I normally remove the fledglings from the parents right before
hatching is to resume with the next clutch. The parents wilf allow
the offspring back into the nest even when they have renewed their
breeding and laying process. The young are then moved to a mixed
community flight of other juveniles. 1 have successfully housed

juvenile parsons, gouldians, and red and blue faced parrot finches
with painted juveniles without problems.

For those interested in showing the Pamted Firetail you could not
pick a betfer candidate. That is 1n terms of demeanor. They are eas-
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ily tamed and make excellent specimens in a show cage. The only
challenging aspect to showing them resembles that of showing par-
rot finches - feather condition. In my opinion the very best time to
show Painteds is right after they have finished thewr adult molt.
Their feather condition is unsurpassed during that time period. Oc-
casional pin feathers and lack of "tight” feathering present on adult
birds can prove more challenging for those interested in exhibiting
them. My cxperience has also shown, contrary to what [ have read
is that they are avid bathers. No sooner do I introduce a fresh bowl
of water, they are in it. That will greatly improve the feather guality
for those interested in exhibiting them.

I have thoroughly enjoyed the challenges of keeping the Painted
Firetails. Their personalities, beauty and bright coloring make them
too tempting to resist. Their easy-going nature makes them excel-
tent candidates for a mixed community aviary. My experiences with
their excellent parenting skills make them all that much more enjoy-
able to keep. I hope that more aviculturists give them the considera-
tion that is due them. Although, more costly in my opinion they are
worth each and every dime spent on them.

For anyone with guestions or requiring more information I am al-
ways available to share my experiences with you. You can reach me
via email at: kerri.mecoy@sympatico.ca
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Food for Thought
by James R. Casey

This summer 1 had a very bad experience with on of my Female
Gouldian finches and wanted to share the experience with all of you.
I am new member to NESS, but have been working with finches for
the past 4 years and exotics for the past 2 years. My problem was
that my Gouldian hen stopped eating and 1 found her on the bottom
of the Aviary floor. | guickly rescued her and began to dropper feed
a mixture of broad-spectrum antibiotics with amino acids. | revived
her by that evening and she was sitling on a perch and eating millet.
The next day [ noticed she had a swollen area around the belly and I
took her to the veteran. She had a ruptured air sac. He told me she
might have fallen and bruised the sac in the fall. He proceeded to
tell me about diet.

I wondered what that might have to do with this. First he did a fecal
stain which revealed gram negative bacteria present in the feces and
the gut. 1 was surprised to find out that the number one form of
gram negative bacteria being introduced into the gut 1s through seed
laced with rat droppings. 1 know may of you get your seed from
reputable seed sources, but even the very best can have rat drop-
pings. We also discussed that a diet like Exact from Kaytee contains
all the essentials, which we try to offer to our flock without the has-
sle. It also has no husk to clean up too. 1 found that it cost about the
same and the conversion was very simple. I even had Kaytee send
me a one pound can for free to get me started. They also sent me
$5.00 worth of coupons for free. I am not going to list all the ingre-
dients, but believe it has everything needed and is processed and
sterilized to kill any gram negative bacteria. [t also contains cultures
of gram positive bacteria to keep the gut flora happy.

If you are not using a diet such as Exact [ urge you to try 1t. You
will immediately notice an improvement in the faces like a very firm
dropping, very whitc Urates and minimal urine.  You will also not
have to spend as much time cleaning up the husks and that also re-
duces the chance of mice and rats at your cutdoor flight or aviary. 1
strongly suggest if you have any questions 1o have a gram stain at
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your veterinarian. Remember, once one bird in the flock has a prob-
lern he will pass it to the others as the finches have a bit of a nasty
habit of eating anything sticking to the floor of their environment. 1
still offer in addition to the Exact diet a mixture of 1/3 sand
(Heartz), 1/3 Bird Charcoal and 1/3 Sterilized Egg Sheil. T also
keep some Beve insect mixture available. It is good because it 1s
sterilized and my Blue Face Parrots love it | suggest try Carol
Heesen at hitp://www.birds2grow.com for the Bevo products.

{ wanted to say thank you to all the members of NFSS who have
helped me and provided me with excellent stock. Carol Heesen |,
Rose Ginaferrara and Steve Hoppin to name a few. | have e-mailed
or talked on the telephone to almost every member and I am proud
to be a part of such a respectable organization. [ hope you ali take
some time to digest what | have said and read the labels on complete
diets available. if any of you know of a better product or have any
suggestions I would be glad if you e-mailed them to me at
caseyji@webworks.net.  If you would like to contact Kaytee the e~
mail address to use 1s internet-customer-service{@kaytee.com and
tell them James Casey suggested you contact them. You can ask for
Juli. She is very responsive to e-mails requesting free samples. You
can also call 1-800-KAYTEE.

Thank you,
James Casey
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An Investment in the Future of Birdkeepers
Bobi Cooke '
Editor for the Canary and Finch Society

Wow! What a wonderful time we had at our First Annual Kid's Bird
Show. Of course, everyone was a winner.

We had some wonderful entries from our junior bird fanciers. But most
of all, the kids learned how to improve the quality of their birds by our
knowledgeable show judges who eritique with words of encouragement.

We are already looking ahead to next year with great enthusiasm to the
NEW Miltenmium with bigger and better ideas to encourage our next gen-
eration of bud fanciers. We hope this wdea catches on and other bird or-
ganizations will be piqued to follow.

Judges: Finches-—Margie McBrayer, Canaries—ebbie Eaton, Hook-
bills--Barbara Gray

In our winner's circle:

Amanda Barefield, Katelin Carr, Stacey Carr, Kaili Espari, Kavon
Espart, Joe Green, Jenntfer Lankford, Linda Lovett, I'T. Lovett
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FOR SALE

Books and Magazines
Tim McCowan
4730 State Circle
Omaha, NE 68152-1957

T T A M T

My wife and 1 were NFSS members in the late 80s thru mid 90s. We
sold all our birds and cages about 3 years ago. In cleaning house, |
found 22 books (mainly finch, some general/other} and about 160
magazines {AFA Waichbird, Bird Breeder, Canary and Finch Jour-
nal, others} which I would like to sell. Some of these titles are out of
print according to amazon.com. Essentially all these items (unless
noted otherwise) show minimal wear (they were well cared for) and
are in good to excellent condition. The buyer pays shipping/
packaging/insurance (I suggest book rate parcel post; it's the cheap-
est). Email me and Pli send vou a current list by email. Thanks.

tmccowan@@home.com

I currently have the following items. If  know the listed retail price
it is given. Some of these bocks are out of print, and some of the
magazines are no longer published. The buyer will pay shipping/
packing (I suggest US parcel post book rate in a bubble wrap
mailer). I will combine items to reduce shipping costs. I have listed
what [ would like to get for each item. Email me with any questions.

Books

The Bird Care Book, Sheldon Gerstenfeld, VMD
Paperback. 227 pages, $10.95 list, $3.60

Clinical and Avian Medicine and Surgery
Harrison and Harrison, Hardback, 717 pages
Veterinary textbook, $75.00 list, $10.00

The Proper Care of Finches, Phillip St. Blazey
Hardback, 256 pages, §7.50
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Guide To A Well-Behaved Parrot (Barron's), Mattie Sue Athan
Paperback, 144 pages, $8.95 hist, $2.00

Cockatiels: A Complete Pet Owner's Manual {Barron's)
Annette Wolter, Paperback, 63 pages, $5.19 list, $2.00

Zebra Finches: A Complete Pet Owner's Manual (Barron's)
Hans-Jurgen Martin, > Paperback, 80 pages, > §3.00

Gouldian Finches: A Complete Pet Owner's Manual (Barron's}
Matthew M. Vriends, Paperback, 79 pages, $3.00

Cage and Aviary Birds, Richard Mark Martin
Paperback, 256 pages, $16.95 list, $5.00

All About The Parrots, Arthur Freud
Hardback, 303 pages, $17.95 list, 34.00

The Complete Book of Finches, Matthew M. Vriends
Hardback, 207 pages, $7.50

The Complete Cage and Aviary Bird Handbook, David Alderton
Hardback, 166 pages, $10.06

Canaries and Related Rirds, Horst Bielfeld
Hardback, 480 pages, $10.00

Finches and Soft-bilied Birds, Bates and Busenbark
Hardback, 735 pages, $15.00

A Birdkeeper's Guide to Breeding Birds {Tetra Press)
David Alderton, Hardback, 117 pages, $3.00

A Birdkeeper's Guide to Cockatoos (Terta Press)
David Alderton, Hardback, 95 pages, $7.99 list, $2.00

A Birdkeeper's Guide to Parrots and Macaws (Tetra Press)
David Alderton, Hardback, 95 pages, $9.96 list, $2.00
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How To Build Everything You Need For Your Birds
Don Larosa, Paperback (bound photocopies), 55 pages, $2.00

Magazines

Canary and Finch Joumnal, 7 issues

Birds of Distinction, 4 issues

Vol. 1. No. 1

Vol. 2, No. 2-4

Vol 3, No. 14

Vol. 4, No. 1-3

All good to excellent condition (one has minor water damage, and
one has a tear on the front cover)

(CFJ became BofD as of Vol 3, No .4), $25.00

AFA Watchbird, 69 issues from the 70s thru 903

Several complete vears in 90s, All good to excellent condition
$25.00

The Estrildian, 4 issues 1994, Vol 2, No 1-4
A small magazine from England, About 36 pages each, $1.00

Avicultural Society of America Bulletin, 13 issues
May 1991 thru May 1992

Small magazine, mainly hookbills, imited info
Free, you pay shipping

Bird Breeder Magazine, 12 issues
April 1994 thru March 1995, $12.00

NFSS Bulletins, About 40 issues

Plus 9273 N¥SS Handbook

Plus "So You're Going to Have A Bird Show"
Free, you pay shipping

End



NFSS Builetin November/December 1999 Page 47

Wihat e/zanpfzmn Breederd
Beed Their Birdi.

Feed you birds what champion breeders feed woridwide.
Nederiands Vita Seed Dietls are vitamin and mineral
fortified through a unique pasteurization process that
insures your birds receive the necessary nutrients.
Made with only first grade seeds and human-grade fruits
and vegetables, Nederlands Vita Seed are the freshest
pet bird diets available {oday. Also check ouf cur new
naturally preserved Nederlands Vita Krunch and T.L.C
Hand Feeding Formula with active Lactobacillus.

Call The Higgins Group at 1-800-878-2666 for the
distributor or dealer neares!t you.

]—lnggms

Pramium Pet Foods

QOur Best Customers Are Your Pets
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" NFSS Board of Directors 1999-2000

President
Ron Castaner
3000 South Dixie Hwy.

- W. Palm: Beach, FL 33405
Phone: {561} 5853750
Fax: (561} 586-364%
Email
finches(@belisouth.net

3rd Vice President
FinchSave Census Manager
Dacict Abmaguer
P.O.Box 533815
Griando, FL 328533015
Phone: {407 8943808
Fax: (407 894 6400

1s¢ Vice President
Regional V. P°s
Daie Laird
PO Box 2439
(otdenrod, Fio 327332439
Phone/Fax, (407 657-T959
Emails
dalel@magicnetnet

4th Viee President
Judges Pul, Stds/Rescarch
Stephen Happin
3836 Hidden Acres Circle
N. Ft. Myers, FL 33503
Phone: (941} 997-2237
Fax: {941} 997-NFSS

2ad Vice Pres/Publications
Kerri Ann McCoy
3327 Aberdeen Avenue
Hurlington. Ontario, Ca LTM3YY
Phone: {905} 319-0680
Fax: {905Y319-1865
Email
Lerri mecoy@sympatico o

Membership Director
Eileen Laird
PO Box 2439
Golderrod, FL. 32733-2459
Phone/Fax: (407) 657-7989

Paul Williams
793 Donegal Drive
Papiilion. NE 68046
Phonwe: (4023 3%2-5488
Email
RolTide@ix.netcom.com

Martha Wigmaere
18913 Boston 5t NW
El River. MIN 53230-1155
Phone/Fax: (6123 241-0071

Email: Email:
DRAFinch@aolcom nZfinchs@peganet.com
Executive Secrefary Freasurer Liaison Officer

Clab Delegates, Show Dates
bianna Rubly
1102 Allen Street
New Cumberdand, PA 17070
Email:
beardenfepin.net

Band Secretary
Fileen Laird
PO Box 2450
Goldenrod. L 32733.2459
PhanefFax: 407y 6577989

President Emeritus
William Partee
631 Talcottvitle Rd, Apt. 4N
Vernon, CT 06066
Phone (860 565-0200
Esmail:
BHHTFDCT@aol.com

Regional Vice President
Region 1 - Northeast
Kris Koner
413 Houston Road
Ambler, PA 19001
Phong (2157 0284143

Erail:
kkroner{@erols com
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Regionzt Vice President
Region 2 - Southeast
Armando Lee
P.G. Box 831238
Miami, FL. 33283
Phone (305) 270-1006
Emaid
ajice@belisouth.net

Regional Vice President
Region 5 Meurtain
Jim Norman
8303 Navyo Sireet
Denver, (O
Phone: (303} 4276260

Regional Vice President
Region 3 - Mid-Central
Fom Rood
313 N Broadway
Shelbyville. IN 62565
Phone: {2173 774-5265
Eenail:
troodirbmmhnel com

Regional Viee President
Region 4 - Midwest
Clarence Culwell
250 Horseshoe Drive
Springtown, TX 76082
Phone: (817)220-5568
.. Email: :
culweliS(@flash.net

Regional Vice President
Region 6 — Pacific Coast
Sally Hurtington
3634 Carnegie Street
San Diego, CA 92122
Phome/Fax: (619} 452.0423
Email huntingtoncenter
@worldnet att.nel

Regional Viee President
Region 7 - Caribbean
Rich Morales
Lirh. Vaile San Luis
Via San Luis #237
Caguas, PR 00725
Phone/Fax: {7873 7914500
Erpail;
sunshine@ropicweb.ne:

Appointed Officers

FinehShop Manager
Julie Duimsira
42031 NE {235¢h Place #163
Portland, OR 97230
Phone: {503) 261-8788

Advertising and
Promotions Manager
Brante! Almaguer
PO Box 533015
Orlando. FL 328333045
Phone: (407 804.380R
Fax: (4071 894 6400
Ernal:
DHAFchiduoicom

Web Site Manager
Mare Riva
303 Hlite Court
Oshawa, Ortario,
LIK7V3E, Canada
Phone: (9053 576-1401
Fax: {905)436.9872
Ersmil;
trarCin fss nei

Awnards Manager
Giany Allen
347 Brookwood Ct,
Opelika. AL 36801.3657
PhoneFax: {334) 749-7168
Email;
gndatieniearthlink nel

NESSE Editor
Steve Poe

3517 Morgan Road
Hephzibah, GA 308135
Phone: (706} 790-3262

Fax: {706) 7121-682%

Email:
stevepoe@mindspring com

Note: Please phone
ahead to the desired
party before telefaxing.
Many individuals share
phone/fax Hnes or have
ta set fax software or
machine to receive,
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NFSS Panel of Judges 1999-2000

.. Charles Anchor Stephen Hoppin N
" :..630 Lake Park Drive Panet Chairman 1212 E. 306 South”
3836 Fhidden Acres (lircle Warsaw, IN 46358028736
N. Fi. Myers, FL. 33903 )
Phone: (9413 997-2237
Fax: (941) 997-NFSS

Email:
NZfinchs@peganet.com
Laura Bewley Cecii Guaby Witliam G. Parlee
631 4N Talcestville Rd

3538 5. 65 W, Avenue 812] Rowte §, Hwy

Tulsa, QK 74107
918-446-3599

Vemon, CT 06006
Phone: 860-569-0200
Emazl:
BitHTFDC Tgaotkcom

. Harold Bowles - Ray Johnson

:: 23(} Celiege Czrcic 175 Stoneridge Way
Fayeneville, GA 30214

TI0-461-8675

tgrocd@bmmhnet com

Clayton Jones, Marion Miki Sparzak
517 Otd North Point Road
Haltimore, MD 21224
Phone: 410.282-9233

Jacky Civitarese
A-i Calle t
Quintas de Country Club
Carolina, F. R, 00982

Phone/Fax: 787-752.4433 Email:
Ermail: spbel(@aot.com
Lixdmef@aol.com
EariCourts - Joseph Krader Patrick Vadte
.. 1807 NE Colbur 2910 Alps Road 18175 Ayilla
Lee's Summ:t. MO 64086 Corona, CA 51719 Latheup Viflage, Mi 48076
© Phone! §16-554-3522 Phone: 209-272-6525 Phone: 2_343«443»0643
Ciarence Culweli Hal M. Koeniz Chriséine Voronoviteh
150 Horseshoe Drive 2604 Aubum Ct. 38 Liberty Strect
Springtown, TX 76082 Bakersfield, CA_93306 Manchester, CT 06040
Phone: §05-§72-1063 Phone: 860-649-8720

Phone: (R17)220-5568
fmait Fax: 805.634-1347
culwell S Aash net Banait:
Hkeontzgaisecure net
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Pr. Al Decoteau
PO Box 369
Groton, MA (1450
Phone: 603-672-4568
Fax: 603-672-3120
Emait:
spbelidiaol.com

Dares Pecotpan
29 Pleasantview Avenue
Stratford, OT (6497
Phone: Z03-377-2049
Eroaml:
cddeco@aci.com

Armande Lee Martha Wigmore
PG Box 831238 18913 Boston St NW
Miami. Fi. 33263 Eik River, MN $5330-1145

Phone (305) 270-1060 PhonefFax: (612) 2¢
Email

ajleefbetlsouthne

firian Manddrich Paul S, Witliams

4743 E. Hedges Avenue 103 Donegal Drive
Fresno, CA 93703 Papillion. NE 68046
Phope: 209-253-6508 Phone: 402-592-5488
Email:

RolTide(@ix.netwom.com

Dennis 3. Lewis
7446 Glasgow Road

Phone: 332-596-3376
-Email:
dovearfi@atiantic.net

Brooksville. FL 34613-7466

Niram Al
135-11 1144 Street
South (Ozone Park. NY
1420
Errail:
veteS@aol.con:

Changing vour address?

Allow NESS to be the first to greet you at your new home!

Be sure to notify:

Club Delegates also notify:

NFSS Membership Director  NFSS Liaison Officer

Eileen Laird
P.O. Box 2459

Dianna Rubly
1102 Allen Street

Goldenrod, 1. 32733-2459 New Cumberland, PA 170670

Name:

New Address:

City:

St Zip:

Phone:

Membership # :M B
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1999 AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

The baqm aff“izatxon fecs 325 OG Make cilcck payabie, to I\FSS

Mail to: Dianna Rubly, Liaison Officer
1102 Allen Street
New Cumberland, PA 17070
Phone/Fax: (717)774-3354

Club Name: e
Chub Delegate:

NESS%: _ Expiration Date:

Address:

*Phone: *Email:

*NFSS may use this mtormai:an in the NFSS Bulletin and on the web site.

Delegate’s Signature:

Club Officer:
Address:

*Phone: il
Club Email Contact:
Show/Event Date: _ _ Panel Judge: __

Show Location:
Send NFSS Bulletin to!

Please list other fairs or events hosted by your club for listing in the Bulle-
tin. Please include dates, focations, and a contact member with phone num-
ber and/or email address:
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AWARD ORDER FORM
FOR SHOWS/EVENTS

Award order forms for shows and events will be sent to each affiliated
club as soon as possible after the affiliation papers are processed by the Li-
aison Officer, Dianna Rubly. Allow a minimum of eight weeks before the
actual show/event to process the order. The form and fee must accompany
the order.

The prices remain the same, however, we have added a new roselie.
Many clubs have indicated a desire to have an official Novice rosette with
the NFSS logo. These have been designed and will be available for $5.00.
There are no NFSS rules regarding this award. Each elub wil set it’s own
standard.

These are the 1999 awards available:

PLAQUES
Al plagues are 525 each. They are walnut finish with the
Ck engraved NFSS logo on brass ever black plate on one side!  Cost
Box and the club information on brass over black plate on the
other side of the plaque. They can also be eustomized by
| Service/Breeder Award Plaque (7°x 9™y $25.00
“Best in Show™ Plaque {77x 97 $25,00
“Second Best in Show” Plaque {67x §7) 52500
“Third Best in Show” Plaque {6"x 8™} $25.00
“Best Softbill in Show™ Plague (6"x §™) $25.60
) ROSETTES
The basic set consists of ten 157 long roseties for the ten best
finclies or sofibills, plus one best unflighted rosette.  Un-
flighted birds are those banded with 1999 bands.
Basic Rosette Package 333,00
Unflighted 2nd and 3rd place rosettes $7.00
Novice Rosette $3.00
Total amount of check pavable to NFSS

For more information on awards, contact the Awards Manager:

Ginny Allen
307 Brookwood Court
Opelika, AL 306801
Phone/Fax: {334} 7497168
Enpil: gndatien@ieardilink.net
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Phone: Email:

New Member? _ Renew NFSSH?

How did vou hear about us?

Annual Dues:
Single: $25 {71 Dual: 330 [J  Junior {under 16} 512.50 {]

* 2ndd name for Dual Membership

11.8. & Puerto Rico 1st Class maling add 35.00
Canadian add $5.00, Foreign add $10.00 {Please send US funds)
Canadian and foreign subscriptions mailed 1st Class.

NFSS thanks you for your support!

Mail appiication and check or
money order payable to NFSS:
Eileen Laird

NFSS Band Secretary

P.O. Box 2459

Goldenred, FL 32733-2459
{407} 657-7989
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
FinchSave Application

Interested in joining FinchSave? Please fill out the below prelimi-
nary information and send to the FinchSave Manager, Mr. Daniel
Almaguer. Upon receipt of this form, you will receive a complete
mformation package outlining all aspects of the FinchSave Program.

Name: NFSS#
Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Phone: Fax:

Email:

What would you hke to accomplish through FinchSave?

Mail this completed form to:
FinchSave Manager

Daniel Almaguer

P.O. Box 333615

Orlando, FL. 3285330315
Phone: (407) 894-3808
Fax: (407) 894-6400

Email: DRAFinchi@aol.com

Thank you for supporting
aviculture’s foremost

cooperative breeding program.
You CAN make a difference!
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
Bandmg Procedures

SR

The 1mportant t’mng to remember when banding chicks isto do i
over a counter or table so if the chick s dropped, it doesn’t fall 10
the floor. The age to band varies between species but is generally
between S and 10 days. You can tell by looking at the ankle joint
(the joint where the toes come together) and the size of the band.
Have the bands, a toothpick (or other small blunt instrument} and
some lubricant ready. Be sure you have the bands “right side up”
for easier reading. The band 15 generally placed on the bird’s right
leg. Banding just before the parents go to roost it the evening will
help prevent them from picking at the band. By the next mommg,
they will have forgotten about it.

/m\ Hold the chick firmly, but in such a way
_as to not cut off its’ breathing, and so

that you don’t harm 1. Remember their
" bodies cannot tolerate compression.

Put a little bit of lubri-
cant on the chick’s foot and slide the band over the
three front toes and finally over the ankle jomnt

\\_7 \}

The back toe will probably have to be
/‘(
s~ gently pried out from under the band with a
toothpick.

in the proper location
between the ankle and the elbow joint.

Check on the chick the next few days to be sure -
that the band has not slipped off and that there
are no scrapes or irritations on the foot or leg.
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The National Finch and Softbill Society
Band Order Form

Mail form and payment NFSS offers, to members qnlg closed trace-
ayable to NFSS: able aluminum bands, availa le only in the
Eif:aen Laird NFSS color of the year. The bands are en-
NFSS Band Secretary graved with the initials NFS, size code, year
P.O. Box 2459 and number. There is no choice of numbers.
Goidenrod, FL. 32733-2459 | All orders are recorded for permanent refer-
{407) 657-7989 ence. Bands are ordered in strings of ten, all
the same size. New members may order be-

)  fore receiving their membership number,
Write “New” for membership number on the order form. Orders processed
weekiei as received. Please, no mail re%mrm signatures. $1.60 handling

fee effective 3/1/99. Please specify 1999 or 2064 year bands.
Band Size # of Strings Price per siring Total Amount

A $2.75

B 8275

C §2.75

I3 $2.75

E $2.73

G 8275

i) §2.73

K $2.75

L §2.75

M $2.75

R $2.75

S §2.75

T 8295
Postal Inssrance: Under $540 = 5.85 Subtotal
From $50 - $100 = §1 80 Over $10082 75 Insurance:
H you choose NOT 0 inciude this sum. NFSS will ROT be Handline ST G0
suspoasible for replacement of bands lost in shupmeat. Total: -
Nasme: e INESSR
Address:
City: State:
Zipt _ Phone: o
Email:

Please indicate 1999 or 2000 bands. (Circle one)
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The National Finch and Softbill Seciety
Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

R IERET Ty

Bird Species Size Bird Species Size
Aracaris s | Gouldian Finch D
Rlack & White Mannikin C | Green Singing Finch C
Black Cheeked Waxbill B | Green/Purple Starlings R
Black Crested Finch E | Grey Singing Finch C
Blue Capped Waxbilt € | Heck's Shaftail C
Biue Head Parret Finch D | Hornbills {small) T
Bronze Wing Mannikin € 1ledian Hill Mynah S
Cherry Fuch ¢ 1Java Mynah S
Chestnut Breast Finch D {Jjava Rice Bird K
Cordon Blue Waxbill B |Lavender Finch C
Cuban Melodious Finch B |LeafBirds M
Diamond Dove 1. | Magpic Mannikin G
Diamond Sparrow £ | Mannikins {most smaller} D
Dove {other small} 1. i Mannikins {other larger} G
European Goldfinch } {Nuns E
European Greenfinch E | Olive Finch B
Fire Finch B | Orange Checked Waxbill A
Gold Breasted Waxbill A 1 Owl Finch A
Golden Song Sparrow E | Pagoda Mynah M
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NESS welcomes comments and suggestions for this Guide.
Contact the Home Office

Bird Species Size | ird S"pe.c.i.es. Size
Painted Finch C |Silverbills c
Parrot Finch {most other} I | Siskins E
Pekin Robin J | Society Finch {Bengalese) E
Peter's Twinspot E | Softbills {(other small) J
Pictorella Finch D | Sofibills L
Pileated Finch €' | Spice Finch o)
Pintalled Nonpareil D 1 Star Finch C
Plush Capped Jay T Smawberry Finch A
Pytilias € {Sunbirds (large) M
Quail L | Superb Starlings R
Quail Finch A [ Tanagers {small} G
Red Crested Cardinal K [Toucanettes S
Red Fared Waxbill A Toucans (small) T
Red Head Parrot Finch € | Touracos {small} T
Ring Neck Dove S | Twinspots {most) D
Rufous Backed Mannikin B Waxbills (small) A
Saffren Finch K| White Tailed fay 8
Shaftail Finch € PYellow Rumped Finch D
Shama Thrush K | Zebra Finch B
Siiver Hared Mesias J [Hintentionally left blank) {3
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ITEM SIZE/STYLE (EA. Q{TD
T| L
Y
New NFSS T-Shirt ~ Ten Circle Size: $18
Colorful Finches in Stalks
of Grass, White Ouly, M 1. XL XXL
26/50 Blend
Video: “The Wonderful Members/Affiliates | $17
World of Finches & Softbills:
An Introduction Non-Members 522
NFSS Show Cage Plans Circle Size: $4
#1 #2 #3
All Three Show Cage Plans | Save $2 by $10
ordering all three
Eric Peake Lithograph 835
The Diamond Firetails
Signed by the Artist
New Video! Finch Husbandry | Add $3.20 S&H $25
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NFSS Plastic Water $6

Bottle

N . o 56 S S B
NFSS Gouldian Pin 56

NFSS Name Badge Second line ofen- [ $7.50

{Members Only) Comes | graving add $1.
with one line of engrav- | For magnetic back,
ing. add $1.50

Print name clearly.

Past bulletins, 1994 and $4
later issues

Past bulletins, 1993 and 83
eariier issues

1998 NFSS Handbook $4
Membership Yearbook

NESS Judges Handbook [NEW AND AT A |$10
and Official Standards LOWER
PRICE!!




NF&S Bulletin November/December 1999 Page 62

FINCHSHOP
The Nationa! Finch and Softbill Society Store
ORDER FORM

NFSS Membership #

Name

Address

City State  Zip
Phone

Shipping & Handling: Total |

Orders $10 and under add $2.006,
orders $10.01 and over add $3.60 § S

Mail form and paymen
(check or money order payable to 1\ ESS) to:

FINCHSHOP
Attn: Ms. Julie Duimstra
4201 NE 125th Place #163
Portland, OR 97230

NFSS SHOW CAGE PLANS
#1 Cage — Finches up to and including Zebras,
#2 Cage — Finches larger than Zebras, #3 Cage — Softhills
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Horizon Micro-Environments

Bird
Natural Environmentally-Secure Transporters

N.EST.

Designed with comfort and safety a top
Priority. Makes it impossible for
Careless handlers to block air vents,
Lets heat rapidly escape and
prevents CO* build-up.

Over 15 fimes more ventilation
Than our nearest competitor!

1-800-443:2498

http://www.negia.net/~horizon

You don’t have to be a professional
aviculturist to realize viruses and diseases are
Lurking everywhere, and that mental and
Physical stresses are overwhelming.

Give your birds that needed protection
And yourself some piece of mind.

The “all new” OMNIN.ES.T. for 1998 1s finally here!
And we still pay the freight® on all orders over 398.00
Call for details and our free color brochure,
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Www. NFSS.NET

New Judges Handbook
Now Available!

The new NFSS Judges Handbook 1s now
available. See details on page 61 of this issue.




