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Feed Their Birds.

Feed you birds what champion breeders feed worldwide.
Nederiands Vita Seed Diets are vitamin and mineral
fortified through a unique pasteurization process that
insures your birds receive the necessary nutrients.
Made with only first grade seeds and human-grade fruits
and vegetables, Nederlands Vita Seed are the freshest
pet bird diets available today. Also check out our new
naturally preserved Nederiands Vita Krunch and T.L.C
Hand Feeding Formula with active Lactobacillus.

Call The Higgins Group at 1-800-878-2666 for the
distributor or dealer nearest you.

Our Best Customers Are Your Pets
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From the Editor’s Desk

Well, here we are the last issue of the year. 1 am much more comfortable putting the
Bulletin together now and do not panic anymore when the printer deposits 900+
Bulletins on my living room floor. 1 think T now understand why the NFSS Boeard
created the term of Editor for a two-year period. 6 or so months of panic, 4 or so
months of finally getting it, and then there is a year leftover where the creation,
production and deliverance becomes second nature and dowaright enjoyable w©
whomever holds the position.

Hopefully many of you might have noticed that your local club had NFSS materials
on display at your shows this season. I wholeheartedy thank all NFSS affiliated clubs
for showing an interest in spreading the word sbout the National Finch and Softbill
Society. Tt is the individual members and the affiliated clubs of NFSS that make our
society grow. Keep up the good work!

To close this issue of the Editor’s Desk, 1 thought I would share a humorous story
with you all. ¥ received a phone call bright and early one morning last week. It was
my local post office. They said they had a package for me. At the thought of the
pending hatch of several Waxbill clutches in my aviaries I said “Oh great, it must be
my mealworm order.” § was surprised to hear that it was not. “Maam, it says itis a
four foot snake. PLEASE just come and getit” replied the postmaster.

All the way to the P.O. 1 contemplated what the postmaster had said. My neighbor
keeps snakes. What if he had listed me as the contact person should 2 package arrive
and he was not at home. I decided 2 miles down the road that if that were the case,
that snake would sit in the box all day long. 1 was NOT touching it.

‘When I arrived at the post office I was informed that I would have to come into the
back to retrieve the package. They were NOT touching 3. At 7 a.m. in sweatpants,
my four year old son still in his pajamas we followed the postmaster to retrieve the
package. I Lave to say, at this point 1 was getting a litthe nervous.

There sat ope of niy bird shipping boxes. 1 recognized it immediately. Normally
when 1 ship birds the customer cither returns the box or purchases it from me.
However, this box looked slightly different. Writtens on the side in dark permanent
marker read “Four foot snake inside. DANGER. If loose from cage do not teuch!”

The post office definitely tock the note on the box seriously for this shipping box made
it regular mail from Los Angeles, CA w Birmingham, AL in on¢ dayl T emailed the
person from which the box came and thanked him for the great laugh and first class
prank. However, the prank didn’t end there for he had no idea what § was talking
.zbout and swore he wasn’t the one who did it. So the mystery remains. Bottom [ine.
Want to get your shipping boxes returned quicker! Just 2 simple “snake in the box”
written on the side will suffice.

Rered
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Delta Aviculture and
Ornithology Research
Associates

Delta Aviculture and Omithology Research Assodiates: Spedailzing in the
advancement of aviary medications and nutritional products. Dr. 3.V. Mallia D.V.M. has
developed and formulated a complete Jine of products that enhance breeding, quality,
and growth of exotic birds, as well as a crystal used to determine the sex of blrds with
réndmal stress. Delta also contributes to the avian comenunity by offering free support
to anyone that has any questions related to health, nutrition, or reproduction of birds.
Please feel free to call 561-793-3350 any time, we will gladly answer any guestions
yoi: may have free of charge,

Products:
FUROXONE, KAOLIN, PECTIN -
For treatment of simple enteritis (dlarrhea, wet vent} - 1oz $15, 20z $25
EUGOL IOOINE SOLUTION-
For the prevention of iodine defidiency. Add to drinking water daily - 2oz $10, 40z $1%
IVERMECTIN, PETROLELM BASE -
For treatment & to combat scaly face, & scaly feg mites {for external use only} - 20z
$20, 40z $30
IVERMECTIN, PROPYLENE GLYCOL -
Ligutd wormer for budgles and cockatiels - 10z $15, 2oz $25
PREMIUM QUALITY LIQUID VITAMIN IRON CALCIUM SUPPLEMENT -
Add to drinking water dally - 20z $10, 4oz $15
RID-MITE 10% CARBARYL 0.9% PYRETHRUM POWOER -

Specially prepared for cage birds and nestboxes - 4oz $5
VIBRAMYCIN EGG FORMULA POWDER - For Extra Eggs -
Antibiotic-vitamin drinking water formula. Tdea! to use during breeding season to
reduce dead babies in the nest - 40z $20
VITAMIN POWDER -

Spedally prepared for cage birds. Now with Bee Pollen, Honey Powder, Lactobadillus
and heatthy Spiruling - 8oz $20
VITAMIN 8- 12 LIQUIO - Add to water - 202 $10
POLYUNSATURATEO FATTY ACIDS WEITH VITAMINS A, O, ANOE -

For dietary Supplementation - 40z $15
SPIRULINA POWDER - Super food for birds - 3.502 $16
FEEDING NEEDLES - Assorted sizes from $20.00
SEXING CRYSTALS - Used to determine sex with the least amount of strass to your
birds - $5
Al products are 100% guaranteed, or your money back,

To order or request more information & catalog, piease send $2.00
{refundabie with first order) to:
Pr. 1.V. Mallia, DV.M
13193-8 Quiet Woods Rd.
Wellington FL 33414



Changing your Address?
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Allow NFSS be the first to greet you at your new home!

Ms. Eileen Laird Ms. Ginay Allen
P.O. Box 2459 307 Brookwood Ct.
Goldenrod, FL 32733.2459 Opelika, AL 368061
Name
New Address
Chay State Zip

Phone: Membership #

Kindly send this form to: Club Delegates also send to:
NESS Membership Director NFSS Liaison Manager

around the world. The magarine i sent
to 13 different countries ranging from

Australiz to Puerto Rico and has many
feading Zoo's, Aviculturists and Research-

Taf relating the most gp to date infor
mation on zll species belonging 0
the family Estrildidze both in the wild and
in captivity, Within its 124 species are ali of
the Waxbills, Parrot-finches, Mannikins and !
Australian finches ‘The avicaltarist and the scien well over 160 members in the U.S.A. we have sow
tist have much to offer each other and she ESTRILDIAN  been able to reduce our overseas subscription rates.

12 months subscription is £15 Sterling ; U.S.A.- $30 personal cheque accepted
'ESTRILDID FOREM'
19, Gable Terrice, Wheatley Hill, County Durham. DH6 3]T,

ENGLAND
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NFSS 2™ Qtr. 1998
Board Mecting

Held: By Mail 5/24/98,
completed 7/10/98
Documented by: Ron Castaner,
NFSS President

All NFSS board members parficipated
in the second quarter Board Meeting
completed by mail.

Financial Issues: Martha Wigmore,
Treasurer.

#1 Approved: Treasurer's Report for
1998,

#2 Pending: Suggested schedule of
repaying debt of $2500 to Lynda
Bakula. $625 paid in June 1998, $625
to be paid in December 1998, $625 ©
be paid in June 1999, and $625 to be
paid in December 1999,

Board members were asked to submit
their vote to the President, Ron
Castaner as soon as possible. A
separate vote by mail was sent with the
majority of the board members
approving it.

Publications: Kerri McCoy 2 Vice
President

Approved: Cost and domain name for
NFS8 website managed by Marc Riva
at http://NFSS.net

Approved: NFSS owned computer will
be sent to Region 4 Vice President
Clarence Culwell at his expense.

FinchShop: Julie Duimstra, Manager
Approved: FinchShop items will be
available for sale to alf interested
parties.

Judge’s Panch: Steve Hoppin, 4% Vice
President

Approved: Adoption of the proposed
Zebra Finch Standard Revision
Approved: Proposed Standards would
be brought before the NFS8 Board for
review and vote,

Approved: Proposed Revised NFSS
Classifications.

Approved: NFSS will amend their
Apprentice Judges Policy o include an
age minimum of 21.

Approved: Board decision requiring
Ken Gunby o successfully pass re-test
and apprentice three times to become
reinstated to judge’s panel,

President, Ron Castaner request: All
board members will submit issues for
the 3™ quarter board meeting as soon as
possible,

President Ron Castaner announced that
the 3% quarter board of directors
meeting will be held August 22 in
Fort Lauderdale, FL after the Aviary
and Cage Bird Society of Scuth Florida
annual show. This was also the Region
2 Regional Show. Printed agendas will
be sent out t all board members for
their review, comments and votes.
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LET’S MAKE OUR
FLORIDA STATE FAIR
BIRD SHOW
THE BIGGEST AND BEST!!!!!
2 Shows - 2 Days
February 13 & 14, 1999
2 X THE SHOWII!
2 X THE POINTSI!I
, 2 X THE FUNII!!
Following Secieties Competing:
Iudge 13° Judge 14° Contact Person
ABS. John DeVictonia T.ouise Loepke Chris Ingram (407)728.7816
ACS. Maureen O'Steen Carl Helton foy Pace (813) 685-6324
SPRE. NoShow Marion Sparzak Dave Dollar  (813) 937.5447
N.APS. DanEaster No Show Teresa Casella (352) 666-8597
ALBS.  ieeHornon David Anthur  Neorm Gasbutt (352) 796-7507
NFS8S8.  Marion Sparzak Clarence Culwell Dale Laird  (407) 657-7989
PetBird  Carl Helton Lee Horton Leta Phelps  (352) 336-1871

For More Information Contact: Exotic Bird Show, Florida State Fair
P.O. Box 11766, Tampa, FL 33680 or call 813/621-7821, 800/345-FAIR (Fl Only)
Web Site: www.fl-ag.com./statefair
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NFSS 3™ Qtr. 1998
Board Meeting

Held: Ft. Lauderdale, FL.
Recorded: 8/22/98
Recorded by: Dianna Rubly and written for publication by Dale Laird

Board Members Present were: Guests Present were:
Ron Castner- President Dennis Lewis
Dale Latrd-17 Vice President Dianna Rubly
Daniel Almaguer-3 Vice President Liset Lee
Stephen Hoppin-4* Viee President Bobbie Keenan
Armando Lee-Region 2 -- SE Regional Vice

President

Noreene Taylor-Membership Director

Ginny Allen-Liaison Officer

Fileen Laird-Band Secretary

The President, Ron Castner called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM. There was not a
quorurm present but, mail in votes from board members were counted. Old business
As should be noted in minates from 2™ qtr, the Board voted in favor of reimbursement
amount and schedule for past membership directors out of pocket expenses.  Steve
Hoppin had presented an addendum that would permit the debt to be paid as
scheduled providing the President and Treasurer determine the Society to be financially
stable and secure three months preceding each payment. After briefa discussion 2 vote
was taken, which included mailed in votes from Board members not in attendance. The
addendum was passed.

A discussion was held o clarify the positions of panel judges who resign from the
NFSS Judges Panel and membership then reapply for reinstatement to the Judges
Panel. The Board addressed the issue at the 2™ qir meeting “by mail” and decided the
individual would need to re-join the society as a member, take the test and apprentice
three times (partial requirements of apprentice judge program). Tonight's discussion
ensured the individual would not have to re-qualify himself/herself as a finch breeder
nor be a society member for three years before re-entering the apprentice program. The
board unarimously agreed.

Letters were read from Regional Vice Presidents regarding issues within their regions.
The board discussed these items including those from the region 6 VP 1o have “How
10" sessions at local clubs from NEFSS members, ideas such as banding
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demonstrations, etc., and to have a junior division or a J placed on the shov tag to
generate juvenile interest in exhibitng birds. All items discussed. No vots taken.

A letter from an NFSS Past President of several wrms ago was discussed concerning
her desire to not have a current membership with NFSS. She rescinded her authority
to print her articles in the N¥88 bulletin and requested her name be stricken from all
membership and additional NFSS records. The Board agreed to delete her name and
status from all records other than historical. Neo vote taken.

A discussion about the receipt of registered mail was held. Since most Board members
work full time and are not home to receive mail requiring a signature, it is requested all
correspondence be sent in such a method that a signature is not required for delivery.
No vote taken.

Selling of FINCH SHOP ttems at regional shows was discussed.  All would like o see
the items sokd at Regional and National shows as well. Ways to keep track of inventory
and receipts of FINCEH SHOP iterns were suggested.  Discussion was tabled untl the
annual NFSS meeting at the National Cage Bird Show.

A motion was made and passed, including mail in votes, to purchase a scanner for the
Balletin Editer. The Scanner to be paid for with proceeds from the NFSS raffles held
at the Regional Shows.

A discussion was held concerning a recent ad in the NFSS bulletin from GWI Assoc.
of England selling finch plates. Althcugh NFSS was to receive 10% of sales from this
company, reservations were expressed concerning NFSS hability. It was suggested that
the Bulletin Editor renegotiate the arrangement to remove NFSS lability concerns. A
mail vote of the board will then be conducted if warranted.

A mffle similar to AFA’s, one that offers fickets in their bulletin to generate income for
NESS was suggested. Further discussion explored past successful NFSS rafiles
through the N¥S8 bulletin. Daniel Almaguer and Armando Lee offered to head up
this endeavor.

The was a discussion concerning the raising of membership dues t© generate income.
No vote taken.

The Bulledn Editor request additional time in meeting the mailout deadline to allow
sufficient time to get the Bulletin back from the printer with the current submission
deadlines. A Motion was made and passed, including mail in votes, for a six-month/3
issue trial period that the bulletin be mailed no later than the 8th of the month. This
vote included a stipulation that 4 copy of the balletin had to be mailed to the treasurer
by the 8™ for the Fditor to be paid her stipend.
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Advertising NFSS in Bird Talk magazine was discussed. A motion was made and
passed, including maif in votes, for $25.00 2 month maximunm, §-month trial period in a
national magazine. The vote included a stipulation the funding would come from the
membership budget.

The board suggested that NFSS investigate copyright protection. A short statement
will be published in the next Bulletin requesting assistance from any member with
copyright information or experience.

A discussion was held concerning a misprint in the previous bulletin, The tisprint
stated that the 3 Quarter Regional Board meeting was to be held at Kaytee, and it in
fact was held at the F't. Lauderdale bird show.

The Treasurer sent written comments concerning problems that are in specific
departments often affect other departments. Discussion followed. No vote taken.

The President announced the resignation of the Liaison and Awards Officer effective 1
January 1999. A current NFSS member has already expressed his desire to run for the
position. An announcement of the vacancy and subsequent election to be held will be
announced in the upcoming issue of the Bulletin, No vote taken,

The Great American Bird Show will be a two-day show in 1999, A Motion was made
and passed, with mail in votes, to provide the Best in Division plague and a set of
rosettes for both days and o provide expenses of the NFSS selected panel judge for one
day per our established agreement with the Great Americas Bird Show.

The President and the Board thanked Danie! Almaguer for his excellent work on the
FINCH SAVE video. The President suggested that a copy be sent to each Regional
show for viewing. The President committed to sending a letter of thanks to both Daniel
and his production partner for their work on this video.

The Band Secretary requested copies of applications for FinchSave to be included in
band orders. The FinchSave Director will compile the information and forward it to
Band Secretary,

An issue on behalf of the Treasurer was presented concerning any expenditure beyond
what was budgeted. A discussion followed, but there was not a quorum for this issue as
no mail-in votes were received. This item will be sent out for a vote by mail,

The Band Secretary announced the 1999 bands have been ordered. They will be Light
Blue with black lettering. Due o 2 lack of orders the size “U” bands have been
deleted,

The President announced the resignation of the Membership Director effective
immediately. Eileen Laird was appointed to the position for § months {pro tem) to
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allow adequate time to hold an election. The position will be 2anounced in the next
issue.

The FinchSave Director requested clarification concerning FinchSave requirements for
banding offspring and if ADA (American Dove Association) bands could be used,
NFS8 does not recognize these bands but does aliow non-NFSS closed bands 25 long
as each bird s cross-registered with NFSS using established procedures.

Meeting adiourned at 10:16 PM.

TWO NOTED FOOD CRITICS
TELL IT LIKE IT IS...

“NOW HERE'S A MEAL WITH CLASS!”

Bulk Stes: Mink Smat, Medium, Laige, & Mixed Cotinl Orders - Madium ke Onty
3 Machworm Count Doren
g% &) 3.32
0,000, $132. 00 1044
100.600...... 50 2024

““{We Trust You... ¥our Credit Is Good With Us!
c Rl c KET s We carry all slzes to meet your pet
™ {eeding requiremeénts, CALL FOR INFO}

126 E. e S, o« PO, Box 4907
RAINBOW MEALWORMS oo, Sotiome Soane
I Colforrit, piecise ocdct 3.25% i 1o, FOB Complon {800} 7179476 « Orders Only
Packing ond Horcing chorge on Mscoiworn, {310) 635-14%4 - Incpiios
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Regional Roundup

News from the Band Secretary
By Hileen Laird

I have received all 25,000+ 1999 leg bands. They are light blue with
black lettering and look very nice. 1 do want to thank the company we
order the bands from. We order them from a company in England who is
very responsive, pricing is competitive, and they take large orders by e-
mail.

1 will start mailing the bands out the week after Christinas in the order |
receive them.

Remember to band all your birds every time.

FinchSave Update
By Daniel Almaguer

FinchSave requests continue to be mailed to new applicants and I urge the
140 plus FinchSave applicants to mail forms ASAP. Please let me know
if you are not paricipating or if your current status has changed by using
the yellow postcards enclosed.

The FinchSave budget is very Limited and to mail FinchSave packets
ranges from $1.01 to $1.24 each. We need resuits from each FinchSave
packet mailed out. The cost of joining the program is free, but please be
aware that there are limited funds available to run the program, so bottom
line, every little thing counts.

This information needs to be processed and 1 have documentation of each
FinchSave packet mailed out for follow-up if needed. FinchSave
apphication data will be compiled for the FinchSave Annual Report and
not as a separate sheet, for now.

In order for FinchSave Group Manager and Species Captains to be
selected, we need the FinchSave applications and this again falls on us to
help FinchSave make a difference!

i4
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Group Managers are needed for: 1. Australian and Parrot Finches , all
Waxbills, all Mannikins, all African finches, all European finches, all
South American finches, and Softhill birds. Further changes in group
setups may be made in the future as needed.

Species Captains are responsible for gathering information from the
participants, assisting in obtaining birds, monitoring bioodlines and
communicating with and assisting the FinchSave Director and
participants. Criteria are that they have successfully bred the species.
would like to encourage more softbill breeders to get involved in
FinchSave and remember that even one pair qualifies to participate in
the program.

To date ten applications have been mailed back and 1 would like ©
thank those that have returned their applications for their dedication to
FinchSave. The following ten participants have won and will be
receiving a poster of Australian Finches from NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service from South Wales. Maron Chester- PA, Bamrett W,
Pierce — TX, Clara Gontero — CA, Dylan Burge — CA, Rolando
Haurtado — KL, Kerri McCoy — AL, Kara Blalock ~ TN, Carol Heesen
~ CA, Richard and Rose Dickman - MO, and Felipe Bonilla Jr — FL.
Great job and congrats!

Please feel free to contact me if you need assistance in locating males or
new bloodlines for the FinchSave program. FinchSave packet request
forms will now be enclosed in all NFSS band orders and a special
thanks to Dale and Eileen Laird for this great idea! The FinchSave
Committee members include: Luis Garcia, Dianna Rubly, and Karen
Meyers. Thank you for being such a great team!

Thank you all for making a difference.
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News from Region 3
By Tom Rood

By the time this report gets printed, the show season will for the most part
be over and breeders will be looking forward to setting up their breeding
pairs for a new crop of 1999 youngsters.

1998 was a nice show season for me as I was able to stay “closer to home”
this year for some judging assignments. Besides one trip to Florida, all
my judging assignments, along with my exhibifing, remained within
Region 3. 1 am happy to report that the finch shows seem to be up in
numbers and quality and those T attended seemed to be well represented.
All of the shows I attended were in the 70-80 entry area with lots of good
quality birds on display.

It seems that there are some new finch breeders/exhibitors attending some
of the shows. T was very impressed at the Badger Canary Fanciers show
as they had a total of sixteen exhibitors. I'd say many local clubs would
like to have that much support in the finch division. Some very nice birds
were also exhibited at the Badger show; particularly in the Zebra section.
I believe three zebras made it to the top bench with a beautiful fawn male
taking the top placing. Many nice exotic finches were also for sale in the
bird fair and Pm hoping some of those new people took some of them
home with them. I believe the Badger club has expressed interest in
hosting the regional show next year.

I’s always a treat to go into Canada to judge. The birds at the Fssex-
Kent show were no exception. Again, a super display of zebras shown in
both singles and pairs. Their birds were all very consistent in quality and
conformation; again with 2 or 3 of them reaching the top bench. Several
nice exotic finches were also entered, including some species we do not get
to see too often in the US.

Toledo had 2 nice show with one of their larger entries in several years.
This time, the zebras were outmumbered by many of the more exotic
species. Many were close banded and bred by the exhibitor. Lots of
gouldian mutations and Australians exhibited. A really nice show and a
joy to finally get to judge.

16



NFSS Bulletin

Nov/Dec 1998

1 was able to exhibit my own birds at the Ft. Wayne, IN show and again a
very large entry with lots of variety. Many softbills and Afnican birds
entered were all of very nice quality. Again, many NFSS banded birds on
display.

All of this reporting is good news to the breeders in Region 3 as there are
many people out there concentrating on breeding and banding their birds,
I know the shows are just a small sampling of the birds being bred out
there, but the shows are our shop window for the public. 1 would urge the
breeders and exhibitors to keep bringing some of the more exotic species
to show so, that newcomers to the hobby have 2 chance to see them.,

I'm waiting to see what shows up for the Naticnal in Chicagol!

Best wishes to all Region 3 members out there and I am hoping next
year’s breeding season proves fruitful for you,

FinchShop Question

By Julie Duimstra

{ have been receiving a number of inquiries regarding where one might
obtain show cage fronts. If an NFSS member knows of a supplier please
let me know so that I am better able to address my inquiries.

NFSS General Meeting Notice

By Kerni McCoy

The NF88 General meeting with take place at 11:00am at the NESS
Show bench in the show hall on the 21¥ of November in 8¢, Charles, TL at
the National Cage Bird Show. We would like to encourage any and all
individuals attending the Nationals to take the time to attend the general
meeting.

" .S‘i‘oclbzg .S’ ﬁ#m .7
Wltcﬁfﬁop can jzﬂ your
needs.
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Breeding the Black
Cheeked Waxbill

By: Stephan V. Hopman
Frankfort, 1L

ecently I have had some

uccess breeding a fairly
difficult species, the Black Cheeked
Waxbill and 1 thought I would
share my “how I did it” story with
my fellow aviculturists,

he Black Cheeked Woaxbill is

from the east Affican countries
of Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya,
They are found in hot, dry
thornscrub areas. Cocks are 2 warm
smoky gray on back with fine
barring, biack masked and tailed,
underneath a reddish-gray chest
with a black belly. Hens are a little
duller all over with a red to pinkish
belly. They don’t have much of a
song but more than make up for it
in personality. Black Cheeks are
extremely active and acrobatic Little
birds that love to hang upside down
to pick at the millet. If 2 moth or
spider is pearby they’re hunted
down with an intensity that is
surprising. They watch me move
about in the birdroom and are quick
to snatch up newly molted
meaiworms when they are offered.

acquired three pairs of Black
Cheeks in the fall of 1994 from
Siggie’s Imports. After a suitable

period of quarantine two pair were
set up into separate breeding cages
30” long by 18 high by 18” deep.
A large sized wicker nest basket was
placed in cne corner at the back of
the cage. Phragmites plumes were
placed through the cage bars from
the inside so the birds would have
some cover and so feel safer in their
new quarters. Phragmites is an
nvasive European exotic that is
growing all over the midwest It
sends out 3-6 foot tali blades of
grass then shoots out a plume that
looks fike Pampas grass. It's bad
for the environment but our foreign
finches love the plume for nesting
material. After a couple of weeks it
looked like I was going to have early
success as both pair went to nest, [
soon rediscovered the old axiom “it
it was that easy, everyone would be
doing it!”. They refused to sit for
more than three days. Hmmmmm
maybe Pli try fostering for a couple
clutches — that’s always worked
before.

ow, whenever 1 try fostering

with a species new to me }
always use virgin societies for
fosters.  That way when chicks
hatch underneath them instinctively
they go”babies — Pll feed them!” If
they have mised any other chicks
they might go “babies — why you're
not lice the other babtes I've raised,
you must be defective so PH let you
starve.” Afeer setting up two pair of
virgin societies and supplying them

I8
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with Black Cheek eggs I waited for
thems to hatch....and waited..and
waited... You guessed it — infertile
egps. I soon found that about the
only time I could get them to lay
fertile eggs was during the summer
months and then generally only
from pairs that were in outdoor
cages. From about the summer of
95 to July of '97 I pulied ten to
fifteen fertile clutches of Black
Cheek eggs that hawched under
societies. Time and time again the
same thing happened -~ babies
hatched, fosters fed for one to five
days, then chicks died. T had never
actually heard them beg. It seemed
to me that their crops were empty
most of the time. T let the same
three pairs of societies attempt to
foster every time figuring that they
would eventually get it nght. They
never did - 1 shuffled them into the
owl finch foster program with which
I am happy to report they are all
doing welll

Duning the summer of '97 I set up
one pair of Black Cheeks in a 40%
long by 36” high by 36" deep cage
outside on my deck. This cage had
a black soil floor that I covered wath
bird seed a week or so before the
birds were introduced so as to give
them places to “hunt” in. I also
placed two variegated schifflera on
oppostte ends of the flight for cover.
Up against the sides all along the
upper corners of the cage 1 tied
small bungles of switchgrass

(panacium vergatum). 1 firmly
believe that if I have any “secret” to
breeding  exotic  finches  —
switchgrass is it.  Switchgrass 15 a
native American perenpial. It’s a
grassy clump that grows to about 2
to 3 feet wll then sends out an
“umbrella” of fine tiny seeds. T cut
off the top one foot of seed heads
and dry the clumt out for about
three days before tying into a
bundle. Most of my finches shun
the nest baskets and boxes and
weave their own nests within the
switchgrass thicket. They use it for
cover, for display material, as
nesting grass and for the value of
the seed as a conditioning food.

The second pair was set up again in
the cage first described in this
article but with only one variegated
schifflera and plenty of switchgrass.
The third pair was released into a
30 foot long by 8 foot high by 15
food deep outdoor planted flight.
There were about twelve other finch
pairs of mixed species in this flight.
The first two pairs of Black Cheeks
stuffed  great  quantiies  of
switchgrass into large wicker nest
baskets. They have a peculiar habit
of weaving the grasses so as to form
a four to six inch entrance tube
leading into the nest. The first pair
{outside or my deck) also build a
cock nest on top of the nest basket.
The third pair (in the large outdoor
aviary) was unsuccessful for the
third year in a row. This was
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probably due t too much
competition for nest sites, food, etc.
I really feel that this species needs to
feel secluded and hidden to feel
comfortable enough to reprodusce.

I took two clutches of fertile egps
from pair two and placed them
under societies that had only
fostered Purple Grenadiers
{uraeginthus santhinogaster).
Purple Grenadier chicks are born
very dark and they don’t beg very
loudly so T figured if anyone would
raise Black Cheeks these fosters
would. When hatching day came |
started giving the foster parents my
eggfood mixture with about twenty-
five large mealworms cut up on top
of it. This way when the chicks
hatch, the fosters feed the food itern
with the heaviest concentration of
protein first.  In the wild most
waxbills feed nothing but fresh
insects for the first week or so. By
chopping up mealworms on top of
the mixture it prevents the
mealworms from crawling away as
well as making it more appealing to
the fosters as a nestling food itern.
Socon I had four chicks hatc from
the first clusch of four eggs. The
societies kept them fed and they
came out of the nest at about
twenty-one days. { scon found out
one reason that this species seldom
is fed by societies — they bed very
weakly and do not pursue the
fosters with nearly as much vigor as
2 society, owl or gouldian would.

None the less these societies fed
them well and all four were
successfully fledged. Two epps out
of four hatched from the second
clutch under a pair of societies that
were virgins.  These were also
raised  successfully. In  the
meantime this same pair of Black
Cheeks sat tightly on another clutch
of eggs and four nestlings emerged
on day twenty-two. Unfortunately
one chick died within a week. This
was the last chick to emergy and
probably didn’t get fed enough.

The first pair of Black Cheeks
which were set up outside on my
deck laid two clutches of infertile
eggs before laying a fertle clutch.
This last fertle clutch of three eggs
were placed under societies that had
previously raised owls and blue
caps. All three were successfully
fostered. All of these young Black
Cheeks both parent raised and
fostered were closed-banded with
NFESS “B” sized bands on our
about the tenth day.

My friends have asked me “What
are you doing that is making them
want to breed?” 1 don’t believe a
single factor, rather { believe it is a
combination of things that makes
them feel comfortable enough to
want to raise a family. Pve already
explained cage size and the use of
cover in those cages. I believe diet
plays a big part aiso. Birds in the
wild eat anything and everything.

20
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They are just like kids in that
respect.  If it looks interesting
theyll put it in their mouth. So
finches in the wild eat various plant
life, bugs, and seeds in varying
stages of development. In captivity
we probably feed them a good uality
vita-seed mix which is 2 good start.
They really appreciate a good plate
of finely chopped veggies every day.
Dry seed is high in fat and not the
best for them. The more veggies
they eat the better off they are. If
you have access to fresh or dried
bugs this really improves their diet.
Bevo Products makes an excellent
bug mix for softbills that is fine
enough for finches. CeDe also
mazkes several products both egg
and cereal based which include
dried bugs in them. Mealworms
are an excellent source of protein -
if your birds won’t eat them whole,
etther chop them up on top of your
eggfood or throw some into the
eggfood into the blender. In the
summer months grasshoppers are a
good “free” live food that all my
birds love chopped up. Marigold
and dandelion seed heads are
another “summer treat”, just pick
the whole flower top and watch the
birds rip into them. 1 make my
eggfood mixture every other day
refrigerating the unused portion. [
use & mini-chopper/blender to finely
chop the vegetables up and also w0
blend the eggs and vitamins
together.  All teaspoons listed in

recipe are heaping teaspoons unless
otherwise noted.

3 large carrots

2 cups broceoli florets

3 cooked eggs

10 teaspoons of CeDe yeliow
eggfood

6 teaspoons CeDe mix

3 teaspoons CeDe pure dried bugs

3 teaspoons Bevo Universal Iasect
mix from Connie Cuthbert (215-
$36-1599)

6 teaspoons Purina Chick Starter
{medicated)

1 can weli drained corn

I cup soaked seed well rinsed

2 teaspoons Bee Polien

Y2 teaspoon Fertility Enhancer —
from Avian Medicine Chest (712~
647-2079)

i even teaspoon Lacto-Plus — from
Lakes Minnesots Macaws (612-
290-0606)

! even teaspoon Montmorilionite
{trace mineral clay ~  very
important) from Connie Cuthbert

1 even teaspoon Osteo-Form from
Vetamix

1 even teaspoon wheatgrass

1 rounded teaspoon pulverized
eggshelis

dash of Nekton § from Nekton
products

dash of Nekton E from Nekton
products

All of my birds with chicks get this
twice a day. Those without chicks
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Get it either every day or every
other day. In addiion to this
mixture 1 chop both mealworms
and grasshoppers on top for the
Biack Checks to feed their young.

I would not consider Black Cheeks
a good specimen for a beginner.
Though not difficult to maintain,

breeding them can be quite
frustrating. However, their
attractive  plumage,  charming
persomality and intelligence are a
welcome  additon  t©  any
avicultunst’s aviary,

References: Goodwin, Derek 1982
Estnldid Finches of the World.
Cornell University Press p. 178-
260
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Planning for a Bird Show

By Melba Wilkat, President,
Aviary and Cage Bird Society of
South Florida

Making Choices:
Choose z location for the event.

Who will pay for the event? Local
bird club, sponsor?

Wil vendors be needed or wanted to
help pay costs?

How many judging divisions are
desired? There are many to choose
from; NFSS, SPBE, NAPS, ACS,
ALBS, etr. Remember each one
needs 2 judge and all his expenses
paid. Fach one will need show
benches, lights and space to conduct
the show. Your organization must be
a member of the ones you choose.
The type of membership you have
will determine the awards that each
group will furnish (ie. ribbons,
plaques, etc.).

Wil there be an admission charge? If
s0, how much?

Can you provide awards and ribbons
for each division?

Do you want to have a directory or
catalog?

hoosing a Location: The choice
you make should depend upon
the cost, availability, weather

protection {(a/c or heat), size of area
and whether or not they will accept
birds. 1t should be a place that is
easily accessible by the general public
and should be close to a hotel/motel
and restaurant. Determine who will
provide insurance for the event and
who pays for police protection. If
you have a one-day show you will
need an extma day for setting wup.
Determine exactly what your costs
will be for the overhead.

ho will Pay: this adventure

will be gquite costly and
preparing ahead of time is advisable.
Not all the costs can be accurately
predicted zhead of time so you
should have a “cushion” for the
unexpected. Will a local club pay the
expenses that must be paid zhead of
time? Will you need a sponsor? Will
you have vendors to defer the costs?
Will you charge admission? Should
you have a raffle table to help with
costs?

endors:  vendors  should be

contacted in writing 4 to §
months in advance, and 2 deposit
should be made by them to hold the
space they need. The spaces sold
should pay for the hall expenses,
police, etc. (overhead). One person
should be in charge of handling
vendors and he/she should be on
hand when the vendors are setting
up. A plan of the hall should be
made ahead of time and vendors
assigned places prior to the show.
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udging: a judge must be selected
for each division that you have

chosen. The judge will require that
you pay his‘her transportation to and
from the show, his/her hotel for
atleast two nights, and all of his/her
meals during the stay. You must
make arrangements for lodging and
meals in advance and also airfare or
any other transportation required.

wards: decide on what awards

will be given and for what they
will be awarded for. Yeu will also
have to provide ribbons for each
division. These ribbons can run into
hundreds of dollars. Accuracy in
deciding how many you need can
help with false spending.

irectory/Catalog: some sort of

directory or catalog is necessary
even if it is just for the exhibitors to
select placement of their entries.
How big or fitde you waat to make it
1s entirely up to each club giving the
show. This should be ready for
printing well ahead of time. If you
have an idea of what you want, you
can get several prices for the printing,
etc,

affle Table: having a raffie tble

is an excellent way to add
money to the fund. 1t can be as big
or as little as you want, If you have
generous donors, a good deal of
money can be made and it can be
fun. Preparations should be made

ahead of time for people to work the
table. Tickets must be purchased
and some sort of containers provided
to collect the tickets.  Attractive
baskets filled with bird supplies or
any good donations bring money into
your club.

dvertising: fliers shouid be
ade several months prior to
the show and distributed to other
clubs, pet stores, or anywhere else
you think peopie will be interested.
The local newspapers, television and
radic stations should be contacted
about four weeks ahead of time with
your announcement and &y to get it
into any publications that have free
ads on upcoming evenss. The
magazine “Bird Talk” is an excellent
avenue for advertising.

dds and Ends: If you intend to

have any decorations or table
skirts these need to be purchased
from a party goods store in advance.
You will need to purchase tickets for
admission or have a stamp to stamp
hands. You will need 1o contmct
Kaytee or someone else for cage tags
and entry forms. How many you get
will depend upon the size of show
you expect to have. Maps of the area
should be made available to vendors
and exhibitors. They should show all
major roadways to the show and also
include motel/hotels, restaurants that
are in close proximity to the show.
Keep copies of all correspondence
from vendors. If there is a phone
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call, jot it down. Include the date,
name of person talked with, and the
overall gist of the conversation. This
can save a lot of confusion later. The
biggest expenses will be:

Hall or building for the show

Judges expenses

Awards, trophies, and/or ribbons
Catalog (this can be as expensive as
vou want it).

Get as many people as possible
involved as volunteers and have at
least one person to oversee the
progress of each volunteer. Good
Iuck on your adventure!
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Showing is more than
Just Showing Part 11

By Tom Rood, Shelbyville, 11.

aving hosted the llini Bird

Fanciers 13" Annual Show in
my hometown of Shelbyville this past
June 6 1 thought it appropriate to
offer a sequel to an article
submitted for the Jan/Feb NFSS
Bulletin. Ewven though our finch
division led all other entries with 127
great finches and sofibills, the whole
weekend was  more  than  just
competing for prizes.

he enjoyment of the bird show

weekend began long  before
birds are considered and prepped for
exhibiion. I always know “its
showtime” when my good friend
Charlie Anchor calls and asks,
“What's for Friday night supper at
your house? For many years, our
home has been a gathering place for
judges, bird fanciers and friends for
Frnday night supper. Two years ago
Charlie, Farl Courts and Warren
Lillygren entered into a “meatloaf
cookoff” at our house. We had
enough meatloaf to feed the entire
show for the entire weekend! This
year Charlie brought sausage and
sauerkraut. Once again, he was not
even close when it came to banging
appropriate portions! Joining in the
on the night of tall bird tales,

exaggerated stories and just plain lies
was our NEFSS judge Clarence
Culwell and his wife Ola, llinois
resident Rich Rowan, John and Jane
Muscato, Martha Wigmore and
noted canary fanciers Pat Kane, my
wife Jane and myself. Being the
straight and proper person that [ am,
I of course did not partake in the
tales, stories or lies.

Foliowing a very enjoyable dinner
{plenty of it}, Rich John, Charlie
and Martha disappeared into my
birdroom when I had to do the dean-
up. I did hear noise and laughter
coming from iy birdroom as they
viewed my birds and T kept
wondering if they were laughing
“with me” or “at me”! That was the
kind of evening that bird shows are
ail about.

Monz?zs before our show I
issued a challenge to many of
my finch friends that they cold not
come up with atleast 30 zebra finch
entries. Knowing my track record for
losing challenges, the kept my streak
going by entering 54 zebra finches!
Keep in mind this is just a littde ‘ole
Iocal bird club. We had all the usual
color varieties along with some of the
newer colors exhibited by the Almys
and the Muscatos. Charlie Anchor
brought a seminar’s worth of pieds,
which when all hned wup on the
judging bench, was a very nice
dispiay. I was determined not to
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mention any winners’ names since
this article deals with things other
than showing, but 1 just cannot help
myself. It was a real pleasure to see
our retarn  exhibitor, Martha
Wigmore just beat the “you know
what” out of ali of us! Martha won
ali three places in the zebra section
with the best zebra taking the best in
show award. She wiped us! As a
matter of fact, we took the crystal
bowl off of her trophy and replaced it
with a roll of toilet paper. Again, this
is what showing is all about.

On to a few more birds — but no
more mention of winners or
prizes. New exhibitor, Darla
Dandre, very well represented our
softbill section with several entries, I
think the shows in the Midwest will
be secing her name in show reports in
the very near future. Darla is really
working hard with the softbill group.
It was nice to see some doves, button
quatl, a beautiful Mynah bird and a
silver-beaked tanager at the show.

f course Dennis Burhans shows

up and we should have given
him some toilet paper to! Enough
said there for you finch fanciers who
have ever exhibited against Dennis.
Bob and Sue Rahe always have a
great show team with them, as do the
Dickmans. Sue is always giving me
the business about zebras ~ that’s one
of the reasons I keep messing with
them.  Jackie Meyer and Rich

Rowan always have pice teams of
zebras entering along with Bob and
Lynn Almy. [ think my biggest
surprise of the day was a section
contzaining 19 pairs of finches!

howing wouldnt be showing

without hassling the judge a bit
of course, { do not partake in that
either... We found out that Texas
judges can just give it nght back.
Clarence kept wondering why his
dinner plate had twenty-dollar bills
on it on Friday night Didn’t do any
good!

il in all, it was a very enjoyabie

show. The group of finch
people was just the best. Lots of fun
and fellowship even though we did
finaily have to judge the birds.

That's what bird shows are ali about!
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Practicing Patience for
Parson Success

By: Kerrt McCoy,
Birmingham, AL

My work with the Parson Finch
(Poephila  cimcta) began quite by
chance. 1 obtained six young parsons
severa years ago. I was immediately
captivated by their beauty and charm;
and today I still keep the Parson and
would never be without them.

1 will not hide the fact that I am an
advocate of parent raised birds.
There is not a single Austmalian
species in my aviary that does not
raise its own young. This article is
intended to provide those that are
striving for parent raised stock with
everything, by way of information
that you will need to be successful.

Descz-iption: The Parson Finch
is approximeately four inches in
length. Good specimens are large
robust birds and never fall into the
slender or skinny category. Beak
color is black depending upon the
color mutation. Parson mutation
colors range from the normal as
described below to cremes and fawns.
There is also a chocolate version
called the Diggles. The head is a
beautiful blue/gray with black streaks
around the eyes giving it an almost
onental appearance. Below the beak

and running down the throatarea is 2
bold black bib. The chest itself is a
soft brown, and the back of the body
1s a nch csnamon-brown.  The
abdomen and vent areas are white.
The tail is black and far shorter than
that of a2 Heck’s Grassfinch and ends
in a neat square. A black patch is
sported on either side of the lower
flank area. The legs a faded orange,
depending upon the color mutaton.
However, 1 was surprised with one
youngster who after finishing his
aduit molt ended up with bright
yellow legs. That coloration | have
yet to see 1n any other offspring to
date.

Di{:t: Al my Parsons are fed a
mixture of Sunshine Bird
Supply Fiach Supreme and Noah's
Kingdom ¥Finch Seed. I prefer
natural seed versus vitamin-ennched
seed and the above 50/50 mixture
works well for me. 1 usually mix up
enough seed o last me a two-week
period and store it in large coffee
containers. Duning one two week
period I supplement the mixture with
Noah’s Kingdom Skin and Feather
Conditioner. When the two-week
ration is depleted I leave out the Skin
and Feather Conditioner for the next
two-week ration mixture.

Resting birds and breeding pairs
without young in the nest are fed an
eggfood mixture every other day. It
consists of the foliowing:
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$ cups Proteen 25

2 cups Bevo's Insect Food

2 cups sprouted seeds

¥4 cup couscous

4 hardboiled egg including crushed
up eggshell

{ tablespoon powdered calcium

1 tablespoon Noah’s Kingdom VMA
Supplement (conmining bee polien,
spirulina and herbs)

V; cup mixed dred baby cereal

1 can of corn or peas and carrots

This mixture is fed in teacup saucers
and is sprinkled with Prime vitamins
or Lacto-Plus. Those with young in
the nest are given this mixture fresh
3x datly.

Beyer's Minerals powder is also
provided daily. [ also sprnkle it
lightly with charcoal and crumbled
up cutticbone. Vegetables or fruit are
given every other day. My Parsons
devour cucumber, spinach, broccoli
slaw, zucchini and cora. Some will
accept apple and orange. All fruiss
and veggies are sprinkled with
Noah’s Kingdom VMA Supplement
{an herbal based vitmmin with
spirulina). Breeding pairs are also
given mealworms 2x daily and resting
birds ix daily. Spray millet is
offered in the evenings untl lights
out and then removed. All water is
provided in bowls to allow for
bathing at will and is changed 3x
daily. An iron and caladum
supplement is also added to the water
once per week.

Sctzmg up to Breed: All juveniles
from the previous season are
housed in a large aviary measuring
6.5 ft. high x 4 ft. wide x 3 f. deep.
By housing all youngsters together
the birds are allowed to choose their
own partners. [ pay special attention
to the juveniles during this time
period and any birds that seem to pair
off are banded with coordinating
colors so that I am able to pick them
out for the next breeding season. In
my opinion it 1s best to allow Parsons
to choose thetr own mates.

At the onset of the breeding season
all breeding pairs are setup in
individually breeding cages. I prefer
this method with any species that will
cage breed for I am better able to
keep track of egg laying dates, hatch
dates, fledge dates, etc. And in my
opinion the Parson finch has a
tendency to dominate a mixed
community fight making the
successful breeding of other species
within that flight nil at best.

The breeding cage size that [ house
my Parsons in is 3 ft. long x 2 ft.
deep x 2 ft, ligh.  Greenery is added
to the flight to provide privacy and
also to allow those pairs that prefer to
build their own nest to be able to do
so. A wooden ¥ open nest box is
placed in the breeding cage in the
back left or nght upper corner.
These boxes are mounted inside the
cage versus
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outside for my Parsons love to rest on
the top of the box. Each box is
stuffed with Bermuda grass and
feathers from 2 down feather piflow
and additional nesting materials are
provided on the floor of the cage.

reeding Details: A cock bird of

breeding age will immediately
begin to display to the respective hen.
Normally the cock will hold a blade
of grass in his mouth and sing to her.
The song of a Parson cock has a
soothing quality to it, almost a
longing. The feathers on the top of
the head will puff up while he is
courting.  The key w0 the above
sentence is “of breeding age”. My
experience shows that Parson finches
are very slow in reaching sexual
maturity,

For example, last spring I paired a
l4-month-old cock with a year old
hen. Months passed and nothing
happened. Upon conferring with
other breeders it was suggested that I
separate the pair and try other mates.
1 felt however that the pair was nicely
bonded and decided to wait it out.
Seven months later the pair mated
and raised a clutch of two. As the
title of the article states — patience is
the key to success.

The majority of my breeding pairs
will choose the ¥4 open wooden nest
box and within days will busily adjust
the nest to their liking. 1 do have
other pairs that ignore the wooden

nest box and choose to build their
own nest. 1 leave the decision up to
the individual pair. Parsons do not
buid works of art but any that choose
to build their own nests do construct
a nest that is more than adequate to
raise young in.

I have never had o remove
additional nesting material to keep
Parsons from continuing to build 2
nest and cover up any eggs that have
been laid. Therefore leaving extra
nesting material in the flight will give
the cock bird something to pass the
tirme with during incubation. And an
expectant Parson cock is clearly
apparent for he will sing all day long
while carrying nesting material in his
beak. A true endearing quality of
this species.

The hen will lay a dutch anywhere
from two to nine eggs. It is my
experience that younger heas will lay
a2 much smaller clutch. Both the hen
and the cock will share incubation,
which usually begins after the third
egg is laid.  Hatching in literature
specifies 12 days from beginning of
incubation but my experience finds
hatching tmes to run closer to 14-15
days.

Both the cock and the hen will feed
the young. The eggfood recipe in the
Diet section is provided fresh 3x
daily and mealworms are provided
twice daily. Many books state that
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five food is not a requirement for
successful rearing. I have always
provided live food for my Parsons
and they raise their young without
problems and as the ¢ld saying goes
“f it isn’t broke don't fix it”.

Parson chicks will fledge at roughly
22 days, give or take a little. The
important thing to remember here is
that newly fledged youngsters are far
smaller than one would expect and
have an almost frail looking gquality
about them (see below photo). The
size of the parents in my experience
makes no difference in fledgling size.
And, it will be masy more months
before the true size of a Parson is
sgen.

ledglings and Weaning: I want
to emphasize just how important

it is to not separate parson young
from their parents at too early an age.
Normally I will separate young from
their parents at 50-55 days of age. 1t
makes no difference to me whether
the parents have already begun their
next clutch or not  For the wellbeing
of the fledged youngsters far
outweighs the next clutch to come
along.

I have made the mistake of taking
young although weaned, from their
parents too early and have lost them
for unexplained reasons. A Parson
Juvenile going through its first molt
can at times be as delicate as 2
Gouldian. Not each and every bird,

each and every time but perhaps one
out of a clutch will be lost if not left
with the parents a considerable
amount of ime. Why this occurs |
do not know but please learn from
my mistakes and leave the young with
the parents as long as possibie
Unlike 2z¢bras  that  will  show
aggressive tendencies towards their
young while in the process of
beginning their second clutch the
Parson will allow the first round of
youngsters to continue to share the
nest even if a new clutch of egps is
present, At times it becomes a real
family affair.

onding: There is NOTHING

more  endearing than the
bonding of a pair of Parsons. The
Parson finch bonds with its mate for
life and the devotion a pair will show
to one another is unlike any other
species | have known. 1 have parsons
that have lost their mates and have
chosen to never choose another. And
for weeks on end after the loss of
their mate they wall call and call for
them, a tuly  heartbreaking
experience.

It is because of this strong bond that
1 do not separate my breeding pairs
at any time. Parsons in my opinion
are not like zebras or societies. They
will not mise clutch after clutch of
youngsters. My oldest pair (1993
banded pair), have yet to be apart
from one another. They will raise
two
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clutches of young and will of their
own choosing rest for several months
before beginning again.

ummary: Everything that you

need to have success with parent
raising Parsons is contained herein. |
wiil however strongly reiterate the
following:

*  Ajow Parsons to choose their
own mates for best success.

*  Be patient when seting up
young pairs. Success will not be
immediate.

* Do not remove young from
parents at too early an age.

*  Respect the strong bonding of
breeding pairs and if all possible
do not separate them.

roubleshooting: 1 cannot tell

you how many phone calls ]
receive from people around the
country having problems with their
Parsons. Whether it is not nesting at
all, throwing their young from the
nest, or building several nests and
laying clutches everywhere.  The
below may assist those of you that are
experiencing any of the above.

*  Pair not breeding: Be patient.
Parsons are slow to reach sexual
maturity. I the pair seems
nicely bonded aliow them several
months 1o mature before making
a dedsion to try other mates.
Rule of thumb is wait untl they

are atleast a year and a half old
before  expecting  breeding
success.

»  Parents will not raise young:
The most important thing to
remember is when acquiring
bloodlines choose a repumble
source that parent raises their
birds. Start with the basics.
Make sure to provide the correct
diet to breeding pairs. Pairs that
are not provided with an
adequate diet to raise young will
not raise young.

* A pair building nest upon nest
and laying clutches everywhere:
As stated above provide more
than one option for your pair to
begin with. A nestbox and
greenery to build their own nest
if they so choose. When the pair
picks a nest or a site 4wy
removing the other options to
deter them from having more
than one nesting site.

And, as always should you have
questions please do not hesitte 1o
contact me. 1 would be more than
happy to share any of my experiences
with you. You can reach me via
email at: jmccoy@mindspring.com.
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Rood, Tom, "Taking a Closer Look' on
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-

BALLOTS
SEE
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“Band Order Form®, st appearance
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"Banding Procedure”, lIst appearance
8086,

" D' Bands for Zebras and Goulds”,
N7,
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-
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Aleman, Jose, "Preparing 2 Bird Room for
Breeding”, MAS4.
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Flying Fxpress Mail", 5096,
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IRy,
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5096,
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Pets”, NID§s,

Jenkins, DV, Jeftrey R.
"Aspergillosis”, JA9Z.

Johnson,  Michael, "The Dangers of
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Avicubturist, JAS0.
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° 1992
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Rood, Fom, "Request for 1993 Census
Inforpation”, J8%4,
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Mo,
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SEE
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SEE
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Project”, MJ95.
Churchill, Mark G, "Subspecies and
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Guaby, Cecil, "Egg Food Recipe”, ND94,
Kook, Jack, "Sprouted Seed, How and
Why", TAS0.

Koontz, Hal M., "Flal Koontz on Milk
Feeding", JF87.

Lane, Vicky, "More Nutritional Notes”,
MAZ0,

Mount, Eillian, "Nutrients: Where to Find
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Ofa, Linda, "All About Feeding Seeds,
Plants and Supplements”, MA9S,

Pariee, Bi, "Dietary Comments_The Food
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Parlee, Bi, "Dietary Comments Millet
Sprays”, NDas,

Pariee, Biff, "Dietary Comments Vimmins
and Other Supplements”, JF56.
Photograph, 5094.

Sherman, Laura, "More About Sprouts and
Sprouting”, JAY1.
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Recipe”, MEJ9S. Show", MT96.
Walker, Kathenine B., "Bird Room Plants Geesey, Brenda, "Going to the National-
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Allen, Ginny, “Food for Thought” I/F 98
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Cockerum, F.L. "Skip", "More About
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Show™, ND9§
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Claflin, Lainey, "Breeding Cuban

Melodicus Finches™, MAGSS.
Photograph, JF95, MAYS.

° cutthroat fnches

Cotterell, Fred, “Breeding Cutthroat
Finches: Part I”, JAS1.

Cotterell, Fred, "Breeding Cutthroat

Finches: Part 11 (Diet Specifics)”, JA92,
Lee, Armando, §., "Proposed Cutthroat
Standard”, MAYS,

Kaztshuch, Gail, “The Finches Who Lived
in the Closet®, J/F 98,

® DIAMOND DOVE

Photograph, MJo4.

° DIAMOND SPARROWS

"Official  Diamond  Sparrow  Standard”,
N9,

"Proposed Diamond Sparrow Stndard”,
MJs0.

Harris, Chnt, "The Beld and Beautifisd
Diamond Firemil”, M/A 93,

Gibson, Les, "Breeding the Diamond
Sparrow”, MA9YL.

Koontz, Hal M., "Breeding the Diamond
Sparrow”, 50388,

38
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® EUROPEAN GOLDFINCHES

Corrao, Joseph, "Breeding Goldfinches”,
J¥Fse.

Decotean, Dr. Al, "The European
Goldfinch”, JA94.

Fhicks, Nancy, "European Goldfnch”,
$085.

Roche, Tun, "Furopean Goldfinches”,
MJ97.

° EUROPEAN GREENFINCHES
Roche, Timothy, "The  European
Greenfinch”, MJ95.

® EUROPEAN YELLOW-IHAMMERS
Roche, Tim, "Europtan Yellowhammer”,
MJ9%.

® FIRE FINCHES

*Official Fire Finch Smadard”, MAS4,
Pearson, fim, "The African Fire Finch",
JA9S.

"Proposed  Red-billed  Fire  Finch
Standard”, MJ91.

"Proposed Red-billed Fire Finch Stundard
{Revision)", MI92.

° FIRETAIL FINCFHES

O'Gorman, Brian, "A Field Study of the
Beautiful Firetmil Finch”, JAS7.

Dixon, Bruce, *The Painted Firenil
Finch”, M/A 98,

® GOLD-BREASTED WAXBILLS
Gustafson, M., "Cage Breeding Gold-
breasted Wadnils™, MJo1.

MeClalin, Lainey, “Breeding Gold-
breasted Waxbills”, ND96.

Oja, Linda, "The Goldbreast Waxbill”,
1594,

® GOLDEN SONG SPARROWS

Wiley, Brendan, "The Enchanting Golden
Song Sparrow”, MASS.

* GOULDIANS

"Official Lady Gouldian Standard”, MAS6.
Baker, Val, "A Reply o *Hand-raising 2
Gouldian Finch (MJ93Y", JA93.

Castzner, Ron, "Gouldian Finches™, S097.
Chrestensen, Joleen, "Posted” Gouldians”,
MJss.

Davis, Jodie, "Litle Bird: The Happy,
Fandfed Gould”, MAg1.

Dunham, Terry, "Bresding the Yeliow
Gouldian Finch®, JABS.

Dunham, Terry, "Gouldizn Finch
Mautations", 7/84.
Durham, Termy, "Gouldian Musmtion

Update”, SO86.
Fryer, Harold, "The Gouldian Finch',
JA93,

Gareia, Luis, "A Gouldian Breeder's Tips",
MAGS,

Garciz, Luis, "A Gouldian Challenge™,
ND9s.

Gareis, Easis, "The Blue-Backed Gouldian”,
NS,

Garciz, Euts, "The Yellow body Gouldian
Gene”, 5094,

Karsten, Kenneth, K.; Smith, Gwen; Friest,
Sandra, "Gouldian  Malame?  Not
Everywhere”, 50395,

Leli, M.I>., Ubaldo, "Hand-raising a
Gouldian Finch From the Egg: A Perzonal
Experience”, MA9L, MJ93.

Morris, Timethy 5, "Tips for Raising
Gouldizns”, MJ88.

Pariee, Bill, "Breeding Gouldians”, 4/84.
Perking, Shirley, "Plight of the Gouldians”,
JF92.

Tilghman, Levin H., "Gouldian Malaise”, ©
MJ95.

Clark, Robert, Wilson, John “Fead Color
Inherimnce in Gouldian Finches™, M/] 94

° GREENFINCHES

Thouard, Sean, "The Orental Greenfinch”,
3094,

° GREEN SINGING FINCHES

"Official Green Singing Finch Standard”,
MJ86.

Deacon, Wanda, "Singing Sweeties”, §787.
Morris, Tim, "Breeding the Green Singing
Finch", SO%7.

O'Connell, Roger, Fow I Raised Green
Singers In Spite of Myself!", MRS,

Oja, Linda, "The Green Singing Finch”,
JA%4.

° GREY SINGING FINCHES

Bartle, Dorothy, "T'he Feathered Musician
From Africa”, JA94.

° HAWFINCHES

Parice, Bifl, "The White-tatied Hawfinch",
JF36.



& The Avian Medicine Chest..

Steccaliying in Hatunal Sslutions ts Bord FHealdh

DISCOVER
MOTHER NATURE'S SECRET

At last! Bird health products that work with Mother Nature's own
unigue healing powers! We carry an exlensive selection of Natura
Products designed to improve the heaith of your birds
... and they are reasonably priced

The Avian Medicine Chest™ is dedicated 1o the prevention
and remedy of iliness in birds through the use of:

herbs » minerals « vitamins « healing - microbials

 FEATHER PICKING?
*BACTERIA PROBLEMS?

» CHRONIC SICKNESS?

* BREATHING PROBLEMS?
 FUNGUS PROBLEMS?

*ORGANICALLY CLEAN
YOUR FACILITY?

Prevention is the best medicine!
Call for details and to order!

Call: (712) 647-2079

Each new customer will receive:

SpPECIAL BONUS!H!T » Our quarterly newsletter

» A free consultation
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® REDFHEAD FINCHES

Cody, Jun, "Red-headed Weaver Clutch
Hatched Under Societies”, MJ%4.

Petric, Robert 5, "The Problematic
Redhead”, JF95.

° RINGNECK DOVES

Patrick, Candice, “Learning About
Ringneck Doves”, MASS.

Patrick, Candice “FLearning  About
Ringneck Poves”, M/T98

® SAFFRON FINCHES

Vance, Patrick, "Keeping and Breeding the
Saffron Finck”, MJ93.

° SERINS

Cabral, Denise, "Some Afican Serins”,
MAZD.

® SHAFTTAILS

*Official Shafitail Standard”, ND87.
Koontz, Hal M., "Breeding the Shafil’,
JA%S.

S SHVERRBITLS

Vor Raesfeld, Marty, "The Pearl-headed
Sibverbilf”, SO50.

* SISKINS

Cahow, Mary and Kevin Gorman, "An
Inviagon to the Red Siskin Recovery
Project”, MJ95.

Laird, Dale, "The Venezuelan Red Siskin”,
5095,

Patterson, Yvoane, “The Red Siskin
Project”, MJ94.

Patterson, Yvonne, "Red Siskin Summit
T93", MAYS.

Rocke, Tim, “The Furopean Siskin”,
ND9s.

® SOCIETY FINCHES

"Official Society Finch Standard™, 10/84.
"Official Revised Society Finch Standard”
{approved by Board 2/953, SO%4.
"Proposed Revisions to the Seciety Finch
Smndard”, JF94, 5094,

"Proposed Society Finch Standard”, 7/84.
A. Beginner, "How o Seli Society Finches
{and Computers)”, MASS.

Deacon, Wanda, "Our Little Capmin
Marvel", MARS.

Guanferrara, Rose, "Seciety Finches and
Fostering”, ND94,

Hemeawzy, Krsting, "The Champ”, JA92.
Nationa! Bengalese Famciers Associztion,
"N.BF.A _Questions and  Answers’,
NIX§S.

Photograph, MA%4, ND)94.

Sinclair, Waltraud (Anna}, "A Diamond in
My Aviary", MAS3.

Sablman, Gail, "Ode o the Pauper of
Finches", ND8g.

Tudor, Bethany, "In Praise of Society
Finches", MA94.

Latham. Lyna “Li Bie” MA 98

¢ SPICE FINCHES

Clear, Dr. Vai, "The Indian Spice Bird",
3085,

° STAR FINCHES

"Proposed Star Finch Standard®, JF91,
reprinted JF95.

Gascia, Lais, "The Two Races of the Star
Finch", MASS.

Parkee, Bill, "Swr Finches", JFRS.
Timmeons, Ed, "My Swmre", MI85.

Vaughn, Danden W, "New Mutation? Old
Mutation? Oh, My Stars!", JA0.

® STRAWBERRY FINCHES

Clear, Dr. Val, "Strawberry Finches”, JF85.
Moore, George, “Stmwberry Finches
Present Fine Experience”, 8093,

Oja, Linda, "Strawberries: Avoid Fgp
Binding with Warmth and Diet", 5095.

° TWINSFPOTS

Joyner, Geoff, "Breeding Dybowski
Twinspots in Cage and Aviary” ND9$.

* VIOLET-EARED WAXBILLS

Geesey, Breada, "Raising Viokt-ears”,
1ART.

* WEAVERS

Laird, Dale, "Dennis Weaver is Alive and
Weli in Orlzndo, Florida", MJ95.
Photograph, MF95.

Russo, Monics, "African Weaver Finches”,
MJ8s.

Balfour, Stuart, “T'he Orange Weaver ~ An
Exceptionally Aggressive and Industricus
Bird™, M/A 95.

* WHYDAFIS

Becotean, B A E, "Parasite-Host
Relationships”, JF'86.
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Decoteau, Dr. A. ., "Those Interesting
Whydahs", 10/84.

Decoteau, Dr. A, E., "Whydahs: Parasite-
Host Relarionships”, MA9s

Garcia,  Luis"Paradise  Whydak; The
Challenge of a Lifetime Almost Comes
True", MJ96.

Sproule, Mark, "More on the Viduine
Whydahs", JA94.

® ZEBRA FINCHES

"Official Zebra Finch Standard”, 10/84.
Bennett, Iohn, "Breeding English Zebras™,
Mz,

Clear, Dy Val, "The Zebra Fiach”, ND3s.
Colhns, Barbara ., "Tn Praise of the Zebra
Finch” { poem), 3094

Funch Man, "Breeding Zebra Finches”,
5092

Landry, Garrie, "Zebra Finch Mutations”,
MASS, _
Moase, Viacent, "Breeding the Insh
Stock’ Zebra Finch", MASS,

Novickas, Bill, "Breeding Exhibition Zebra
Finches”, MAGL.

Parlee, Bil, "Zebra Finches: Part One”,
M8,

Parlee, Bill, "Zebra Finches: Part Two",
1ABS.

Parlee, Bill, "Zebra Finches: Part Theee",
N84,

Rogers, Cyril, "Yellow-beaked Zebras and
Other New Varieties”, MI87,

Rood, Tom, "A Decade With the Hnglish
Zebra", MA9.

Neilsen, Frank, “The Black Faced Zebra
Finch”, M/A 95

FINCHSAVE

IN GRDER OF PUBLICATION DATE:
Koontz, sl M., "Specializadon You Owe
et Aviculure”, JF86.

Kopecky,  Nomn, "NFS  Breding
Encouragernent Progran: NFS Momber
Viewpeint”, 8086

Parlec, Bill, Hal M. Kocnmz and Nomn
Kopecky, "NIS  Captive  Breeding
Program”, NI¥§6.

Farlee, Bill. "FINCIISAVF is 2 Reabty”,
S087.

Clear, Dr. Val, "An Open Letter 1o the
Editor on Importing Bids  and
FINCHSAVE", NDg7.

Koonm, Hal M., "FINCHSAVE"
ONDSS.

Brisserte,  Jeff, "My Thoughts on
FINCHSAVE', M]oa.

O, Linda, "Portrait of a FINCHSAVE
Director”, A1

Opa, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Questions and
Answers', ND91,

Oja, Linda, "FINCEISAVE  Report”,
NDo1.

Oija, Linda, "New FINCIHSAVE Outhne
as Proposed 11/91.", ND9L

Ofa,  Linda, "NFS  FINCHSAVE
Program”, M 92,

Oja, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Report 6/927,
JA92.

Oja,  Linda, "FINCITSAVE Report”,
5092,

Oia, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Report 11/927,
ND92.

Oja, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Participating
Species”, MAS3,

Oja,  finda, '"FTINCHSAVE  Report”,
MA93.

Oja, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Report’,
JA93.

Oja, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Breeding
Successes 19927, JA93.

Oia, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Structure’,
50693

Oia, L.inda. "FINCTSAVE
Definition/Purpose”, $093.

Oz, Linda, "FINCHSAVE For You!"
JFes,

Oja, Linda, "FINCHSAVE Participating
Species”, MAGS.

Oja, Linda, "FINCHSAVE  Program-
Definition & Purpose”, 1495,
FINCHSBAVE  Sofibill  Group 1993
Annual Breeding Report Results”, NS4,
"FINCHSAVE  Australian/Paror Finch
Group 1993 Ansual Breeding  Report
Results”, 195,

"FINCHSAVE PROGRAM, JA97.
FinchSave Committee, “Breeder Pullout
Card” 8098
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FLOCKING TOGETHER
{(QUESTIONS & ANSWERS)

lst appearance MI94, and each
issue thereafter

FOSTERING

*Special Focus Section”, NI94.

Aleman, Jose, "Reasons for Fostering”,
ND94.

Granferrera, Rose, "Society Finches and
Fostering”, ND94.

Koontz, Hal M., ‘"Foser Raising
Australian Finches”, MAS7.

Oia, Linda, "Breeding Finches-Fostering”,
NIDo4.

FUNAND GAMES

Buttler, Pam, "Finch and Softbill Search-n-
Find", M A4,

[YAgata, Jerry, "Educatiomml Puzle”,
MARS.

Reed, Nancy A, "Hoter The Grat
Nationa} Finch Pursuit Contest”, [ARS.
Reed, Nancy A, "Winners of the GNFP.
Congest”, MARS.

Sherman, Laum, "Finch Word Search’,
JA93.

MecCoy, Kerri, “Roost and Relasation”, IF
8,

wle

GENETICS

Cruce, Robert E., "Genetics 1", JF93.

Cruce, Robert E., "Genetics 3", MJ93.

Carcia, Luis, "The Yellow Body Gouldian
sene”, S0O%4.

H-

HEALTH CONCERNS

Ayres, Marlene, "Warning About Wool!",
MATE.

Rauck, Dr. Louise, "Finch Medicine
Update”, JF95, MA9S, M5, ND9s.
Castaner, Ron, "Aotbiotics Lised For
Finches”, 309

Gibson, Les, "Decp Throat Swab (or Lung
MitesY', JF92.

Gibson, Ees, "G'Day, Mites!”, K92
Grossmman, Farl R, "Egg-binding
Symptoms and Treatment”, VIAS6,

Humane Society News, "How 1o Identify
The Poisonous Plants That Can Hurt Your
Pets”, ND8S.

Jenkins, BV.M., Jeffrey R,
"Aspergillosis”, JA9Z.

Kelly, Nancy J., "[ron Swmge Disease”,
5094,

Koontz, Hal M., "Hal Koontz on Milk
Feeding”, 87,

Rosskopf, D.V.M., Waler, "Pet Avian
Emergency Care”, M 192,

Thorschmidt, Por, "Dolng Your COwn
Cultures and Saving Lives”, JA%4,
Thorschmidt, Deon, "Successful Cure of
Star Gazing/Twitling”, SOY3.

Wangler, R.B., "Insecticides and Your
Birds", MA9S,

Worel, DV.M,, Amy, "Phlebotomy for
Treatment of Memochromatosis in Two
Sulfur-breasted Toucans', MA92,

Dir. Friddle, Dawvid, “Asr Sac Mires” §F 98
Dr. Doneley, Bob “Clear Eggs”, SO98
Thorschrids, Don “Successful Cure of
Stargazing/Twirling”, 5098

wf
INDEX
"The NFS Bulltin Cumulative  Index”
through:
Tan/Feb " 86, F6.
Ian/Feb " 87, JF87.
Jan/¥eb " 88, JF88.
Oet/NovDee " 88, JF89.
Nov/Dec 89, IF90.
Sep/Oct *96, JF91.
Nov/Dec "91. JF92.
Nov/Dec "92, §F93.
Jan/Feb 24, MAS4,
May/Tune 95, JA9S.
Nov/Deco7, NID97
Nov/Decd8, ND9§
“The NFS Bullerin Cumulathve Tadex - by
Author” through Jan/Feb 1994, JAS4,
JUDGING
"1994 Revision o NFSS Appreatice Judpe
Program”, 5094,
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"Changes to Judges Handbook”, JF26.
"Changes to fudges Handbook”, MASE.
"Fudges Panel _Ist discussion of the idea”,
7/84.
"Fudges Panel (with only three judges)”, st
fisting 10/84.
"fudges Panel 1985 {including 13 judges)”,
MASS.
"Revised Version of the NFS Apprentice
Judge Program”, ND90, 8092, ND92,
JF93, MJo4.
Anchor, Charlie, "A Judge's Commenss”,
S087.
Brissette, Jeff, "The Importance of
Standards”, NDg9.
Hoffman, Jon, "An Open Letter 20 All
NFS§ Members®, NDg9.
Hoppin, Steve, "A Labor of Love! You
Bett", MJos.
Laird, Dale, "Tudging: From an Fxhibitor's
Perspective”, MIA97Y.
Pariee, Bil, "Best in Show Judging: The
Possibilities”, 5036,
Reed, Nancy A, "Questionaire o NFS
Judges”, JA86.
Rood, Tem, "Report of Judges Clinic”,
Np9s
Rood, Tom, "Taking 2 Closer Look’ on
Apprenticing”, SO92.
"The NFSS$ Apprentice Judge Program”,
JA9S.
Wigmore, Martha, "Have You Considered
Judging?”, M¥94.
Wigsmnore, Martha, "The Trembling Perch:
A Judge's Cantionary Tale", MA9YS.
Wigmore, Martha, “Young Birds Take
Heonors at Speciaity Show”, J/F 98,
Rood, Tom, “Showing is More Than Just
Showing”, J/F 98.
SEE ALSO

STANDARDS

B

ol

legislation

IN ORDER OF PUBLICATION DATE:
"Alert: Legishative News of Iaterest”,
MASS.

"Alerr Legishtive News of Interest”,
MIBS.

American Federation of Avicultare, "Fact
Sheet Relating to Laws Which Woeuld
Prohibit the Sale of Wild Caught Foreign
Birds”, ND8S.

"News of Interest”, MJ87.

"Conservation News Alert:  Australia®,
JF90.

Clubb, D.V.M., Susan and Jorgen B
Thomsen M.S., "Future of Avian Imports
in the 11.8.", ND90.

Geesey, Brenda, "An Editorial: Regarding
the Bilis Now Before the House and
Senax”, JAS1.

"Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute
w HR 3613 Offered by Mr. Studds”,
JA92.

Geesey, Bremda, "Legidative Updaw”,
NII92.

"Wild Bird Comservation Act of 1992”,
ND92.

Geesey, Prenda, "Common Names of
Species Under Quota”, ND92,

Gustafson, Mary, "A Corrected  and
Updated Vession of the Appendices”,
MA93.

Huntington Audobon Society, "Break Up
Wild Bird Trade", MA9Y3.

Geesey, Brenda, "Editor’s Comments re:
Huntington Audobon Sociery”, MAS3.

U. $. Fish and Wildlife Service, "Proposed
Rulke Implementng the Wild Bird
Conservation Act of 19927, $093.
Wigmore, Martha, "Impact of the New
Legislagon”, MAG4,

1j.s Fish and wildlife service, “whea of
1992 - summary of effects”, MA%4.
Wigmore, Martha, "Proposed Regulations
Under WBCA: Published 3/17/94°, MJ94.
Wigmore, Martha, “Clearing Up
Misunderstandings; A Court Order; First
Cooperative Breeding Program
Applications”, JA%M.

U.s. fish and wildlife service, "commonly
asked questions by bird owsnersand
breeders”, JAY4.
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Anchor, Charlle, "Ne More Birds o
Captivity”, ND94.

Wigmore, Martha, "Final Regs; Yet More to
Come - Watch!”, JF95.

"Special Focus Secton”, MJ95.

McCawley, Jerry, "NFSS Anends USFWS
Moeeting on WBCA", MJ95.

"Potential Addressees for Your Letters About
the WBCA", MJos.

McCawley, Jerry, "Statement of the National
Finch and Sofibill Sociery”, MJo5.

Anchor, Charlie, "Finch Breeders and
Others", M5,

Letters to The Editor

Alfen, Ginny, "An Open Letter t the NFS8
Membership”, JA9T.

Anchor, Charlie, ™ Points for Speciality
Shows", MJ97.

Garcia, Luis, "Updae on a Goualdian
Challenge®, JF96.

Hugtingon, Sally C., "A Lemer o the
Membership", MA97.

Wigmore, Martha, "Dear Editor-Man",
MIsT.

Anson, Kasen, "Finches Are Not Just Golden
- A Visit with Gene & June Miller", JF95.
Archer, Ken, "Ramblings From 2z Bid
Person”, ND92.

Aunito, Russell, "Some Bird Prices During the
Thirty-four Year Period, (944-1974 (or
thereabousY', 1595,

Deacon, Wanda, "Cats, Kids and Birds",
NDsgs.

Eisenbaver, Melissa, "Finches in the Last
Frontier", MJ93.

Gibson, Les, "Backyard Sanctuary”, M 91,
Gibson, Les, "Flis Holiness and the Litde
Birds", JF91.

Gibson, Les, "Who Sang Whie Rome
Burned", NID92.

Heard, Joe, "Rocky Mountain High',
MASL

Hole, Robert B. Jr, "The Impormnce of
Dead Birds", MJ93.

Holmes, Felen, "Cats, Birds and Lowe",
MASg7.

Kopecky, Nom, "The Community Aviaey",
MJss.

Periias, Shirley, "Plight of the Gouldians”,
JF92.

Photographs - Gene & June Miller, JF95.
Rosen, Matthew, "Butterflies, Canaries Soar
Einder Dome", GNDSS.

Sister Shiva Kumar, "Brother Sun, Sister
Finch", NDE7.

Smith, Dwight, "Aviculture in Puerto Rico”,
S04,

Sparzak, Marien (Miki), Do Hookbills,
Finches and Softhills Mox", 3090,

Stone, Debbie, "Once Upon A #ime, in 2
Place Called Pitsburgh: The Pitsburgh
Aviary', 592,

Underhill, Sally, "The Trip to Raleigh”,
5095,

Local Clubs

Rinns, Brian and Margaret, "The Zebra
Finch Society of Englinds Overseas
Secton”, MA9|

Bird Clubs of Virginia, "More on the Avian
Crisis in Florida", 8092.

Dewald, D. David, "Support Your Locad
Club", MBS,

Oja, Linda, "A Report From the Bird Clubs
of Virginia's Annsual Convention”, MJ92.
Pire, John, "What is 3 Dove Club?', MAST.
Roed, Tom, "Promoting Your local Bird
Show", MJ9S.

Rood, Tom, "Remember Your Local Shows”,
5089.

Wheeler, Neva, "Letter From South Florida
Avian Rehef', 5092,

Wigmore, Martha, "Barbecuing Finches®,
MJ90.

M-
management
SEE
CARE AND MANAGEMENT

MEMBERSHIP

*Congramlations w NFSY Top Recruiter -
Yutie Duimstra’, MAS9S.

"NFS Membership Application”,  1st
appearance [FBS.

Armitage  Jr, Russ, "Nows From
Metnbership Services”, JA90.
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Geesey, Brenda, "The Tdes of March 1992”,
MJ93.
Sparzak, Miki, "Now Hear This! A Message
From Membership Services™, 1A92,
° CLUB ROSTER

£984 _ist lsting, 10/8%,

January 1985, JE8S.

January 1986, JF86.

1986-87, ND86.

1988, JF88.

1989, MJ89,
* NEW MEMBER LISTING
FOR MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS:

171-192, MASS.

191-204, MJ8S,

204-221, JABS.

222-242, 50085,

243-284, ND§S.

284-301, JF86.

301-343, MASs.

343-368, MJ86.

368-386, JAB6.

382-409, 50886

409-500, NDgs.

$01-571, JF87.

478-572 (and reassigned earlier

s}, MAS7. Reassigned #'s, MJ87. 573

578 (and reassigned #°s), JAS7. §78-51%,
S087.  £18-700, ND87.700-743  (and
reassigned  #%), MASS. 743-767, MJss.
767-838, JASgS.  8318-906, {(ONDsg
Reassigned  #, JF89. 900-949  (and
reassigned  #'s), 5089, 949-1065 {and
reassigned #s), JF90. 1066-1097, MA90.
16971177, JA90. 11771200 {and reassigned
#'s), 5090, 1201-1236 (and reassigned #'g),
JF91.2,222.2,356. MJ94, 2,213, 2,221
and 2,165-2,473, 5094,

N

NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL
SOCIETY

"1987 Organizational Plan”, JFg7, 1F88.

"A Survey of the Readership®, ND94.

"Logo Design Contest”, JA94.

President's Message”, included in nearly
every issue. Some messapes are included
below.

Alarcon Jr., Paul, "Notice of Trademark
Infringement”, 5089.
Geesey, Brends, “About The 1992-93
Handbook”, ND92,
Geesey, Brenda, "The 1st NFS Video &s
Complered”, ND92.
Geesey, Brenda, "The Caribbean Region! A
New NFS Region?”, JA93,
Geesey, Brenda, "T'o The Members of NFS”,
ND93.
Fatrd, Dale, "Who are Your Board
Membersi®, MJ97.
McCawley, Jerry, "Shopraik”, SOBS.
Parlee, William, "A Message To All
Members", NID93.
Pariee, Wiltiam, "President’s Message”, 1985
NF8 Show Catalog, MASY.
Reed, Nancy A, "Welcome to the NFS,
4/84.
Fravnicek, IDr. Robert G., "Member
Viewpoint (Make NFS The National Finch
and Softhbill Society)”, IF86.
Wigmore, Martha, "From My Flock 1o
Yours”, MJo4,
NF55 MEETINGS
° BOARD MEETINGS

Ist meeting 4/15/84, 4/84.

/13784, 7/84.

9/49/84, 10/84.

12/2/84, TF85.

3/16/85, MASS.

6/2/85, MJ85.

9/8/85, SO85.

13/15/85 & 11/17/85, NDSs.

12/1/85, NDss.

3/9/86, MASS.

6/8/86, MJ86, JAS6.

9/7/86, SO86.

12/7/86, JF87.

3/15/87, MART.

8/12/87, 5087,

11/20/88, NDg7,

3/13/88, MASS.

6/12/88, JASKS.

B/1G/88, JASES.

10/2/88, JAS8R.

3/11/89, MASS.

~6/89, JA8S.

8/9/89, 3089.
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11/17/89 at NCBS, ND8%.Spring 1990 by
maif, MJI90. 6M0, JASE.  8M0,
S090.11/1550 & 11/16/90, ND90. Spring
1991 by mei, JF91.601, MIS1.8/%1,
JA91.11/91 at NCBS, NDS91. Spring 1992,
Mi9z. 642, JA92.~8/92 by mai,
$092.51/92, ND92. 11/18/3 at NCBS,
JF94.2/28/94 by mail, MJ94.526/94 aod
8/02/94 by mail, SO%. 9/30/%4 at GAHS,
JF9s. 11/17/94 at NCBS, JF95. 2/17/93,
MI9s. 11/16/95, JF96. 7/1595 by mail,
50095.9/24/95 by mail, NINS. 10/10/96 at
GABS, NDY6. 11/14/96 at NCBS, JF97.

° GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETINGS

st meeting 11/17/84 at NCBS,
JF8S5. 11/16/85 at NCBS, NE¥85.11/15/86 at
NCBS, ND86.  11/17/88  ar  NCBS,
OND88.1 /91 ar NCBS, ND9L. 11/92 at
NCBS, ND92. 11/21/93 at NCBS, JF94.
18/02/9¢ ar GABS, JF95. (11/19/94 at
NCHS, jF95. 11/18/85 ar NCRS, JF9
11/16/96 at NCBS, JF97 "NFSS Regions
Map", JA9S. "NFSS Members in Fach
State”, JA9S. "NFSS Members in Each
Region", JASS.

NFSS NEWS AND NOTES
"NFS News and Nows™ lIst appearance,
Nirgs.
Other appeamances: ONDgS, JFg9, JFog,
MASO, JF92, JFO3,JF94, MAS4, MJo4,
JA94, SO94, ND94, JF95, MA9S, MJos,
JA95, SO95ND9s, JFosMASS, MI9s,
S5096.
“Regional Roundup” ™ appearance, J/F 98,
M/A98, MJJ 98, [/A98, 84098, ND9§
SEE ALSO
NFESS MEETINGS

NF35 ORGANIZATION
"1987 Organizational Plan”, JF87, JF88.

NFSS PEOPLE

"In Memory of Phiflip Shaw”, M J85.

"Mect An NFSS Director: Julie Duimnstm”,
MAYs.

"Meet The NFSS Board of Directors 1994
95" JA9S.

"Fhanks, Denise!”, MAS4.

"Fhe Passing of Lawrence Brandt”, JF§9.
Aleman, Jose, "Congramhtions!! on the
NFS8 Ten Year Anniversary”, MJo4.
Anchor, Charlie, "A National Family", 3094,
Anson, Karen, "Finches are Not Just Golden
~ A Visit with Gene and June Miller”, JF95.
Baifey, Jim, "In Memory of Dr. Val Clear”,
5092,

Binns, Brian and Margaret, "Congratulations
on Your Tenth Anniversary”, JF9$.

Gabel, Reddy, "Biographies of NFS Folks:
Roddy Gabel”, MAS0.

Gabel, Reddy, "Biographies of NFS Folks:
Jon Hoffman", M 91

Gabel, Roddy, "Biographics of NFS Folks:
Jerry MeCawley”, SO90.

Gabel, Roddy, “Biographies of NFS Folks:
Tom Reod”, $C90.

Geesey, Brenda, "An Inwoducson to Owr
Newest Regional VP: Rafacl (Pilo} Saurez”,
JA93.

Geesey, Brenda, "In Memory of George
Warren', JF92.

Geesey, Brenda, "Roddy Gabel Receives
AFA Avy Award US 1st Breeding Award
for the Rufous-backed Muannikin”, JA91.
Hoffman, Jon, "Ten Years of NFSS", 5094.
Hoppin, Steve, "Meet NFS President Steve
Hoppin®, J¥94,

Hoppin, Steve, "Fen Years with NFSS"
NI¥%4.

Novickas, Bil}, "In Fond Memory of My,
Briar Binns", MAYS,

O'Connell, Roger, "A Partof a Life", JA%4.
O, Linds, "Pormait of 2 FINCHSAVE
Diirector’, JA91.

Parlee, William, "In Memory of Dr. Val
Clear”, 5092,

Parlee, William, "NFS Highlights a
Member: Karl and Peggy Kline", MJ88.
Photographs - Gene & June Miller, JF93.
Rood, Tom, "NFSS - The First Ten Years",
Mo,

Rubin, linda S, "In Remembrance of
Jonathan Beryl Foffman", NDS4.

Smith, Dwight, "Aviculture in Puerto Rico”,
5094,
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Wigmore, Martha, "Potatoe Ayes”, ND9S.
Wigmore, Martha, “The Passing of Jon
Hoffman" (insert), $094.

Laird, Dale and Fileen, “A Week in
Paradise” M/} 98

NOTSTRICTLY AVICULTURE..
Asndrus, Brent, "A Man Without Guile®™,
NDg3.

Buzliegh, Hany, "Raffi's Lost Love™, MAY7.
Collins, Barbara H., "Springrime” (poem),
MASS.

Coliins, Barbarz F., "Sunshine” (poem),
5095,

Conser, Ray, "60 Minutes' and the
Zoological Society of San Diego", MA90.
Doda, Joha, "Bluebirds Are Coming Back”,
MJe7.

Gibson, Les, "Backyard Sanctuary”, M9,
Herdry, P.J, "Finches T have Seen Around
Brisbane", MA97.

Hole, Robest Jr, “The Emportance of Dead
Birds", M95.

Hudson, Richard {.., "Tough Earopean Bird
Laws Mean Lide When Its Time for
Dianer”, MAYS,

Feggest, Ray, "Chasing Wild Finches from
Brishane to Derby", MAS7,

Morzks, Rich, "A lemer o the
Membership”, ND9s.

Eb Cravens, “A Safe Haven®, J/F 98.

NUIRITION
Petrie, Robers, "Protein  Requirements”
MA9s.
Petrie, Robert, "Calcium, Phosphrous &
Vitamin D" MJ96.
-(3
obituaries

SEE

NFSS PREOPLE

-B.
PHOTOGRAPHS

“A Visit with Gene and June Miller", (4)
JEas,

"Assored Finches", MASS.

"Being at the Show can Feel Pretty Good",
80ss.

"Best Zebra and Society Finches in Show at
the 2ad Annual All Zebra and Seciety Finch
Show" 5097.
"Cuban Melodius Young”, JF95, MA9S.
"Diamond Dove”, M]94.
"GABS Show', 10/86.
“Judge and Winners of the 1996 Kaytee
Great American Bird Show" ND96."Laird'’s
Best-in-Show 1995", MJ95.
"Living With Sofibills" ND9s.
"Mynahs", $O95.
"NCBS Show", 11/86.
"NFSS Beoth at FL Show 1994", JAY4.
"NF38 Table at SE Regional Show 1994%,
JE95.
"Orange Weaver Finch, (2) MJ9S.
"Owl Finches", MJo4.
"Owl Finches in Nest", JA%4,
"Red-crested Touracos”, MASS.
"Red-eared Waxbill”, (2) $094.
"Showing Finches & Softhills in the U8, of
A", 5093
"Show-winning Starling”, ND94.
*Society Finch”™, MAY4.
“Society Finch Family", ND94,
“Softbill Foods at Phii Basth's”, $0O94.
*Touraco", MJ%4, (33 ND%4.
"Wasbill Aviary”, SO9%.
"What the Judges are Thinking”, SO95.
Peake, Fric, "The Diamond Sparrow’
Lithograph", 1st appearance S089, cover
MA9S.
POINTS
SEE

SHOW POINTS
3
R
REGIONS
"NFSS Membership in FEack Region as of
April 1994", MiJo4,
"Region Map", SO85, D5, JH86, MASs,
MAs4.
“Region Map, Incliding New Regioa &,
MJS86.
"Region News", MIo4, JA94, 5094, JEGS,
"Regional Show Listing”, Ist appearance
MJss.
"What Region is Your Swmte Inf", 8090,
NIgi.
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Photographs, JA%4, JF93.
Morales, Rich “NF38 Meet Us The
Caribbean Region” J/F 98.
e
SHOW AWARDS
SEE
AWARDS

SHOW CLASSIFICATIONS

"1984 Classifications”, /84 (Div. 1-3), 7/84
(Div. 6-10).

"198§ Classifications”, MiJ83.

"$984 Classifications”, MJ84.

"1987 Classifications”, M8 7.

"1988 Classifications”, MJ88.

T1988 Classifications ~ with Minor
Corrections”, MJ94.

*1994 Classifications”, M Jos.

Parlee, Bill, "The 1988 Classificanons”,
MJ28.

"1995 Classifications”, JA95.

1996 Classifications”, MJ96.

71997 Classifications™, MJ97.

SHOW POINTS
Decotear, Dr. AE., "1994 Individual Bird
Points Records®, MA9S.
Decotean, Dr. AE, "1995 Individual Bird
Points Reconds™, j596.
Decotean, Dr. AE., "A Report on Birds
With Championship Points™, MJ90.
Decotean, Br. A K., "Addision to 1993 Birds
with 26 Pts. or More", MA%4.
Decotean, Dr. AE, "NFS Champion
Birds_ A Quest”, JF91.
Decoteau, Dr. AE., "Point Standings for
Individual Finches & Softbills”, 8094,
Decorean, Dr. AR, '"Show Report
Completeness”, MJ95.
Becoteau, Dr. AE, "The 1993 NFS Show
Season”, JF94.
Decotean, Dr. AE., "1996 Tndividual Bird
Point Records” JTF97, MAYT.
® NESSCHAMPIONS &8 NFSS
EXHIBITORS OF EXCELLENCE
INTHE YEAR:
1984, JF85, MA8S. 1985, JF86.
1986, JF87, MASRT. 1987, JF8s.

1988, MAS9. 1989, SO0,

1996, MAG, MJ91.

1996 Honor  Roll Exhibitors
With 200 or More Poimts JASL
Ist Champion Bird!, JA%1 2nd Champion
Bird!, S09i. 1991, MAS2. 1992,
MJ93.1993, §F94. 1994, MAYS, JA95 1995,
JF96, MA96. 1996, JF97, MA97.1997,
J/F98, M/A9S, J/A98

¢ PQINTS SCHEDULE

ist appearance_1985, ND85. 1986, JF86,
MARE, M6, 1987 (Ist year 30, rather than
40 pts. required 0 make Champion), JF87.
1988, MABRS. 1989, IA90. 1594, J¥91.1994,
ND91. 1992, ND92. 1993, JF94. 1994,
5054, MASS. 1995, JF96, MASs. 1996,
JF97. 1997, 1/F 98, M/A98

SHOW RESULTS

FOR SHOWS JUDGED BY NFSS
JUDGES DURING:

1984, JF8S. 1985, ND8s, JFs6, MASs.
1984, ND8s, JF87, MART, 1987, NDR7,
JE88. 1988, ONIDBE, MASY. 1989, JAY,
SO90. 1990, JF9L. 1991, ND91, 1F92.1992,
ND92, JF93. 1993, JE94. 1993 Regional &
National Shows, MAZ4. 1994, TF95, MASS,
1995, JF96, MA%6, MIss. 1996, J¥97,
MAST 1997, IF 98, M/A 98

SHOW SEASON REVIEWS

IN ORDER QF PUBLICATION DATE:
Patterson, Tony M., "The NFS 1984
National Show”, JFRS.

™SCRBS_ 1985, A Preview”, SORS.

"NCBS 1986, A Preview”, MASS,

fanottan, Walley, "National Finch Show
1986", ND8s.

"GABS_1987, A Preview”, JE®7.

"NCBS_ 1987, A Preview”, fF87,

Parlee, Bill, "Computerization of Iudging
Results: What Does T Show Us?™, MJ87.
Rood, Fom, "Notes on the National 1987,
588,

"Ten Largest Shows of 1988, JFg9.

"GABS 1989, A Preview”, MAS9.

Decotean, Dr. A E, "A Summary of the 1989
Show Season”, 1F90.
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"I'he Largest Shows of 1989", JF90.
Decotess, D, AE., "1998 Show Season”,
F9L.
BPecotean, Dr. AE., "Top 10 Shows of
1990, JA9L.
° GRASSQUITS
Aleman, Jose, "Breeding the Black-faced
Grassquit”, JA92.
Clear, Dr. Vi, "Breeding the Blue-back
Grassquit”, J787.
° HONEYCREEPERS
Leli, MLD., Ubaldo, "Portrait of 2 Family:
The Honeycreepers™, MJ9 1.
® HORNBILLS
Petrie, Robert, "T'ockus Hornbills", MJ9s.
° HOUSE SPARROWS
Clear, Dr. Val, "It's No Joke", JAS88.
® HUMMINGBIRDS
Anchor, Charlie, "Keeping Hummingbirds”,
5087,
Leli, MD, Ubaldo,
Hummingbirds", ND%G.
° IXULYUS
SEE
SOFTRILLS-YUMINAS

°JAYS

Miller, Paul, "The Plush-capped Jay",
MASRS.

® MOUSEBIRDS

Archer, Ken, "Ramblings From A Bird
Person”, ND92.

Gibson, Les, "International Scientific Survey:
Sexing Mousebinds”, M1,

° MYNAHS

BDecoteau, Dr. AE., "The Mymah Birds
Called Indian Fhll", MJ94.

Sparzak, Marion (Miki), "Alicc and the
Sailboat Meet Again”, JF91.

Sparzak, Marion (Miki), "[Jo IHookbils,
Fiaches and Softhills Mix?", SO94.

Wetzel, Daw, "Bali Mynah Breeding”, JH85.
® PEKIN RORIN

"Proposed Pekin Robin Standard”, MAS3.
"Proposed Pekin Robin Sz2ndard - Revision
2", Mjo4.

"Proposed Pekin Robin Standard - Revision
3", Pos,

"The Pekin Nightingale", JA89.

"Keeping

Geesey, Breada, "The Pekin Robin”, S091.
Maoase, Vincent, "Our Success in Breeding
the Pekin Robin", MASS.

® STARLINGS

Eckman, Jacky, "THE Prize-winning
Starling: Her Name is Benjamin...", ND94.
Photograph, ND94.

Spreyer, Mark, "Backyard Mynahs: Smarlings
as Pets", ND9g,

Tudor, Bethany, "Tweedy: A Love Stony”,
JA94.

° TANAGERS

Weyer, Diane, "Two Tanmagers (Scarlet-
rumped and Crimson-collared Tanagers),
JAgT.

Woolham, LF., "Tanagers”, JABY.

° TOUCANS

Petrie, Robert, "Amcaris”, JAS.

Worell, DV.M., Amy, "Phlebotomy for
Treatment of Hemochromatosis in Two
Sulfur-breasted Foucans”, MAY2.

° TOURACOS

Berry, Robers, "Captive Management of
Touracos at the Houston Zoological
Gardens: Part 1", MASS.

Berry, Robert, "Captive Management of
Touracos at the Houston Zoological
Gardens: Part 27, MJ88.

Hoje, Robert Jr., "Greens and Blues”, JF95.
Laird, Dale, "Hawching a Fouraco”, S097.
f.zird, Dale, "The Persa Touraco, "NI94.
Petrie, Hobert, "Fouracos, Plantain-caters
and Go-away Birds", M A%6.

Photographs, M94, {3} ND94.

? YUHINAS

Wigrmore, Martha, "The Yellow-collared
Ixulus®, JA94.

SPECIAL FOCUS SECTIONS

"Bird Room Time-Saving Methods and
Hints", 8095,

"Converging on Conservation”, MJ95.
"Fostering”, N1D94.

"Red-eared Waxbills", $0O94.
STANDARDS

Brissewte, Jeff, "The Importace of
Standards”, ND89.

Wigmore, Martha, "Barbecuing Finches™,
MJ99.
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® SHAFTTAIL
CHERRY FINCH "Official Shafttail Standard”, ND$7.
° SOCIETY EINCH

"Proposed Cherry Finch Standard”, 8G93.
"Official Cherry Finch Standard”, MA94.

® CORDON BLEU WAXRBILL

"Officil Cordon Bleu Standand”, M 86,

° CUT-THROAT FINCH

"Official Cut-throat Finch Standard”, JAS7.
"Proposed  Cutthroat Finch  Smndard”,
NDgs.

° DIAMOND SPARROW

"Proposed Diamond Sparrow  Standard”,
M0

"Official  Diamond  Sparrow  Swmndard”,
NI,

° FIRE FINCH

"Proposed Red-billed Fire Finch Swmadard”,
MJs1.

"Proposed Red-bifled Fire Finch Smndard
{Revision}", MJ91.

"Offcial Fire Finch Sundard”, MA94.

® GENERAL STANDARD

Hoffman, Jon, "Proposed Basic Standard”,
SO87.

"Draft General Swmodard for Finches and
Softbills”, MJ92

® GOULDIAN FINCH

"Oificial Lady Gouldian Standard”, MARE.

® GREEN SINGING FINCH

"Official Green Singing Finch Swmadard”,
M]ss.

® JAVA RICE BIRD

"Official Java Rice Bird Standard”, JAS8S.

° LAVENDER FINCH

"Proposed Lavender Finek  Swmndard”,
MA9g.

"Proposed  Lavender Finch  Standard
(Revisiony", MJ90.

"Official Lavender Finch Standard”, ND90.
® PARSON FINCH

"Offcial Parson Finch Smndard”, JA97.
"Proposed Parson Finch sandard”, ND94.

® PEKIN ROBIN

"Proposed Pekin Robin Standard”, MA93.
"Proposed Pekin Robin Standard - Revision
2", MJ94.

"Proposed Pekin Robin Standard - Revision
3", JE95.

"Official Pekin Robin Standard”, (approved
by Boand 2/95), 2s printed in JF9S.

"Proposed Society Finch Standard”, 7/84.
"Official Society Finch Standard”, 10/84.
"Proposed Revisions to the Society Finch
Standard”, [F94.
"Proposed Revisions to the Society Finch
Standard - Revision 2", SO94.
"Official {Revised) Society Finch Standard”,
{approved by Board 2/95), as prioted in
5094,
® STAR FINCH
"Proposed Star Finch Stmndand”, JF9I,
reprinted JF95.
° ZEBRA FINCH
"Official Zebrz Finch Standard”, 10/84.
"Proposed Zebra Finch Standard Revision”,
JAs7.
“Proposed Zebra Finch Standard Fimal®, J/A
98.
-1
TREASURER'SREPORT
SEE
FINANCIAL RFPORT

~UVWXYZ.-

Found what you'te
looking for?
Contact FinchShop to
order.

Make sure to inciude issue
month and year.
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Hands-on Finches
Subject: Aviary Profile

By: Steve Heller, Farmingdale, NY,
Kerm McCoy, Birmingham, AL

P've yet to meet 2 bird hobbyist when
given the chance that woukdn’t jump
on the opportunity to visit fellow
aviculturists. With a trip pending to
the northeast T got in touch with a
friend of mine Steve Heller to see if
he would be receptive to a wvisit.
Steve and his wife Asta were more
than receptive and not only spent a
good part of the day sharing their
home and aviaries with me but spent
the wee hours of the night mking me
to visit two other fellow aviculturists
and their aviaries. This Hands-On
Finches section is Part I of TIL. Part
1 will focus on my wvisit with Steve
Heller and family and his aviaries,
Part II a visit o Charlie Angell’s
aviaries, and Part HI a2 wisit to
Debbie  Barbieri’s  aviaries. I
wholeheartedly thank all of them for
opening their home and aviaries to
myself and the NFSS membership.

teve Heller focuses on the Red

Face Parrot Finch.  For those of
you parrot finch fans out there you
would have been right at home
surrounded by multiple pairs of red
faces. At the time of my visit there
was also a new addition to the aviaries
- & nesting pair of Forbes parrot
finches. My first opportunity o see

these fittle fellows in person and the
pair that I saw at Steve’s were just
breathtaking.

he photograph on the following

page is Aviary #1. It measures
6 feet tall by 2 feet deep x 6 feet wide.
This aviary is located in the living
room and at the time of my visit was
home to the nesting pair of Forbes
and one pair of red faces. It was
designed with convenience in mind
and had sliding plexiglass doors in
the lower part of the aviary making
maintenance, feeding, and watering
easily manageable and stressfree for
the inhabitants. Lighting" was
produced with full spectrum verelux
bulbs.

The Forbes o date have produced
two clutches of young. The first
clutch failed when they did not feed
and the second clutch was fostered.
Since this pair is young (6 months of
age), they may have failed due to
their immaturity.  Mike Fidler
advised Steve to begin working on
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breeding the Forbes at § months of
age. Since they have not shown great
interest 1n egglood, ather dry or
moist he is hesitant that the pair will
feed ar all.  He has recentdy tned
mixing the eggfood with their sprouts
and has found that they are now more
receptive to the eggfood. “So if Pve
trieked them, mavbe they'll have
sufficient protein in their diet to feed
their own young.” Steve stted. He
also mentioned  that  they  readily
aceepted white worms.

viary #2 is located n the

basement of Sweve’s home and
measures 7 feet wide by 7 feet mil by
4 feet deep. Two verelux 40 watt full
spectrum hulbs hght the avary for
fifteen hours daily.  Temps range
from a low of sixty (before the heat is
wrned on) to a high of 85 degrees.
Plamidity rums about $0% with 2
high of 65% during the summer
months and 2 low of 26% in the

winter. Steve’s plan for the winter is
to supplement with apn evaporutive
humidifier fo increase humidity
levels.

A curious  thing T discovered
while visiting the northeast was
the use of cardboard nestboxes. All
three individuals | visited used them.
And from the looks of them at Steve’s
they were well recerved by the parrot
finches.

Iso housed in the basement

birdroom were a few pair of
society finches in safeguard eages
measunng Ix2x2. Steve conveyed fo
me that in his experience housing the
red faces in this size cage was not
successful.

I )uc to the mildness of the
weather in Septemaber 1n New
York we were able 10 spend a

constderable wount of ame outside,
Steve's wife Asta served an authentic
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New York style tunch and myself
being raised In the northeast and
currently residing in the south my
mouth watered over the feast.

he photograph above i1s Aviary

#3, which is located ouside in
Steve's backyard adjacent o the
swimming pool. Itis a large outdoor
aviary measuring 7.5 feet tnall x 12
feet long x 8§ feet wide.

his  outdoor aviary s a

birdkeeper’s  dream  {atleast
mine). It was bult originally in 1990
and was remodeled this past spring
with increased height and new black
plastic % x ¥ wire. The ground
cover was natural seed grasses and
miscellaneous rocks.  The perches
again were natural and spread out
throughout the aviary so the birds

had considerable flning space. There
were live plants in abundance within
the aviary.

he surprising thing to me was

the calmness of the red faces
housed in this cutdoor aviary. While
there, Steve fed some wild dandelion
leaves and flowers and the red faces
eagerly crowded around the treat
totally oblivious to our presence so
close by. [ could practically reach out
and touch them!

he roof of the aviary was

covered  with  hard  plastic
sheetng  that  protected  the
inhabianes from wild bird droppings
and adverse weather conditions. And
because the aviary was open on three
sides you had excellent opportunities
to view the birds whether you were




lounging in the pool, sitting on the
deck or resting on the patio. Like
any birdkeeper the afternoon was
spent talking diet, breeding, and
maintenance. 1 even had the
opportunity to  thumb through
Steve’s copy of Russell Kingston’s
newest released book “Keeping and
Breeding Finches and  Seed-
Faters™,

iet: Steve feeds a basic finch

mix consisting of proso millet,
german millet, capary and red
miliet. Fe uses crushed oyster shell
and no grit. Cuttlebone is also
provided. To bring the birds into
breeding condition Steve serves
eggfood both dry and moist
{(hardboiled egg added). To the
eggfood  mixture he adds a
powdered mineral product from
Belgium, a touch of spirulina and
Prime vitamins. This is kept
refrigerated. And on occasion he
also scraps cuttlebone into the
mixture. Greens during the warm
months consist of wild dandelion
leaves and flowers. If dandelion is
not cbtainable (i.e. winter months)
both chicory and romaine lettuce are
substituted. Throughout the entire
year halforipe wild seed is provided.
And lastly, sprouted seed s
provided daily to bring the birds
into breeding condition or during
the breeding season itself,

olony Systera: Steve has used
the colony system for breeding

his red faces. The two colonies each
consist of three breeding pairs. One
colony has proved successful but the
other has produced only one clutch
of offspring. Steve attributes the
lack of breeding success with one
colony due to the “incompatibility
of the pairs”. Perhaps if the birds
have chosen their mates before the
colony was set up success rates

might have been higher.”

Most important aspect of colony
breeding: Integrity of the pairs. A
male from one pair sometimes
wouldn't hesitate to mate with a
female of another pair if the
conditions are right  However,
provided the enclosure is spacious
enough and pairs are nicely bonded,
most males will mind their own
business.

1 hope you found the above visit as
interesting as 1 did. I found out }
wasn’t the only one who kept the
best veggies in the refrigerator for
bird consumption only. 1 wasn’t the
only one whose flower garden had
become a growing place for wild
grasses to feed the birds. And |
wasn’t the only one who wanted to
check their “finch-lovers emaif” just
one last ime before we headed out.

I encourage any NFSS member
interested in learning more to
contact Steve Heller direcdy. He
would be more than happy to share
his experiences. He can be reached
via email at; sheller@nassau.cv.net



NFSS Affiliates, Deleg
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b Tz Deics “Contact #: |
AL | Central Alabama Avicultural | Ginny Allen | (334) 749-716
Society
Show dates: 9/5
CA Golden Gate Avian Society, Steve Payne | (925) 449-1252
Inc.
CA Aviary Association of Kern | Willis @Velva | (805.765-6110
Show dates: 12/5 Baker
CA | Capitol City Bird Society | Manana Mejia | (916) 452.2037
Show dates: 10/23-10/25
CA America’s Family Pet Expo Sally (619} 4529423
Huntington
CA Finch Society of San Diego Saily (619) 452.9423
County Huntington
Show dates: 11/7 & 11/8
CA Santz Clara Valley Canary & | Al Serminerio
Exotic Bird Club
Show dates: 11/27, 28 & 29
CO Rocky Mountain Society of | Glenda Pullum | (303) 937.1498
Aviculture
Show dates: 16/16-16/18
Mountain Regional Show!
CT Connecticut Association for | Laura Sherman | (914)266-3617
Aviculture
Show dates: 10/24Northeast
Regional Show!
FL Aviary & Cage Bird Society Carme (954) 432-3349
of South Florida Efstathion
FL Florida Suate Fair Exotic Dale Laird (407) 6577989
Bird Show
FL Florida West Coast Avian Joy Johnson | (941) 966.6238
Society
Show dates: 11/1
Pl Florida State Cage Bird Daie Laird (407) 657-7989
Club
Show dates: 10/3-16/4
Kaytee Great American Cage
Bird Show
PL. Greater Brandon Avian John Floyd | (813) 677-7679
Society Inc.

Show dates: 9/12




Show dates: 10/24Mid-
Central Regional Show!

FL Colorbred Canary Club of {365 270-1000
Miami
Show dates: 12/3-12/6
GA Georgia Cage Bird Society Derrel Ward
Show dates: 11/7
HI Hosclulu Canary & Finch | Kathy Perreira | (808) 844-3629
Society
Show dates: 11/15
IN Indiana Bird Fanciers Conrad (219) 269-2873
Show dates: 10/10 Meinert
11 Greater Chicago Cage Bird | Jane & John | (708) 305.9043
Club Muscato
Show dates: 11/19 — 11/21
The Nztional Cage Bird
Show
I HHini Bird Fanciers Tom Rood {(217) 7745265
Show Date: 6/6
IL. Nationai Institute of Red- Stephen V. (815) 469-8455
Orange Canaries Hopman
Show dates: 11/28 & 11/29
IA Mid-America Cage Bird Rhoda Shirley | {(515) 243-1511
Society
Show dates: 10/3
XS Kansas Avicultural Society Chns (316) 685-9364
Gunderson
MA Aviculturists of Greater Laura K (781) 469-0557
Boston, Inc. MacDonald
MA | Massachusetts Cage Bird | Dianna Smith | (508) 539-9109
Assoc.
Show dates: 10/17
MD Baltimore Bird Fanciers Miki Sparzak | Dorothy
Show dates: 10/17 Haynes
(410) 256 9326
M1 Great Lakes Avicultural Diana Hugo | (616) 842-0163
Society
Show dates: 10/17
MI Society of Canary and Finch | Patrick Vance | (248) 443-0643
Breeders
Show dates: 16/3 & 10/4
MI Motor City Bird Breeders, Roo Girhng | (810) 751-8265
Inc




(248) 443-0643

MI Midwest Cage Bird Cluh, | Patrick Vance
Inc.
Show dates: 9/12
MO Missouni Cage Bird Richard & (314) 928.3444
Association Rose Dickman
Show dates: 11/6 & 11/7
MO Greater Kansas City Nit Haas (816) 3315285
Avicultural Society
Show dates: 10/17
MO | Heart of American Flookbill | Moses Linn | (816) 523-4661
& Finch Society
MO Midwest Zebra & Society Nita Haas (816) 331.5285
Finch Club
NC Raleigh Durham Cage Bird | April Blazich | (919) 8518079
Society
NH Birds of a Feather Tasa Armitage | (603) 622.3874
Show dates: 10/10
NM New Mexico Bird Club Inc. | Gail Ranshaw | (505) 822-1483
Show dates: 927
NY Finger Lakes Cage Bird Rena Rouse | (315) 252.7673
Association
Show dates: 9/27
NY Rochester Cage Bird Club Patrick F. (716) 288-5653
Show datey: 8/15 (oonan
NY Empire Finchk and Canary | Charlie Angell | (516) 822-3860
Association
Fair dates: 11/28
NY New York Finch & Type Stan Kulak {718} 9676899
Canary Club
Show dates: 10/17
OH Cleveland Cage Bird Soctety | Tim Howard | (330) 337-7654
Show dates: 16/17
OH Fort Defiance Bird Club Larry Endsley | (419)263.2795
Show dates: 9/26
OH Toledo Bird Association Rich Yunker | (419) 691.9432
Show Dates: 9/19
OK Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma | Gene L. Miller | (405) 382-7066
Show dates: 10/10
OK Oldahoma Cage Bird Society | Laura Bewley | (918) 258-3805
Show dates: 10/24
OR The Finch Connection Paula Hansen | (503) 581.8208
PA Delaware Valley Bird Club Kris Kroner | (215) 628-4143




i P&

T otem E’ennsylvama

(717) 868-1057 |

Gary Fino
Cage Bird Cluh
PA Pittsburgh Cage Bird Margic Jonnet | 412-795-1904
Society
Show date: 11/7
PR Organizacion Jacky (787) 752-4433
Puertorriquena de Aves Civitarese
Exoticas, Inc.
Show dates: 12/5 Caribbean
Regional Show!
PR Socidad de Avicultores Rafiel (787) 795-5718
Show dates: 12720 Echevarria
™ Southeast Tennessee Janet Burrell | (423) 472-1306
Avicultural Society
TN | Middle TN Cage Bird Club | Eva Duffey | (615) 361-5939
Show dates: 10/3
X Bay Area Cage Bird Club Margie (281) 338-2814
Show dates: 9/5 & 9/6 McBrayer
TX Fort Worth Bird Club Clarence (817) 220-5368
Show dates: 10/2 & 10/3 Culwell
X Texas Bird Breeders Assoc. Clarence (817) 220-5568
Show dates: 10/24 & 10/25 Culwell
Midwest Regrional Show!
X Alamo Exhibition Club 1.T. Payne
X Texas Canary Club Ponald L. (281) 259-7951
Peters
TX Canary and Finch Society | Noma Johnson | (281) 930-9383
Skow dates: 10/31
VA | Peninsula Cage Bird Society | Marian “Bea” | (757) 484-6001
Rogers
WA Cascade Canary Breeder's Ken Foster | (206) 938-6072
Assoc.
WA Avicultural Society of Puget Gordon (425) 820.7449
Sound Recheygl
Show dates: 9/19
WI Badger Canary & Finch Sue Feldstein | (414) 968-4514
Club

Show dates: 10/24




NFSS Bulletin
Nov/Dec 1998

60

Canada Cage Bird Society of Show contact: | (905) 333-0685
Hamilton Ann Granatier
Show date: 11/7
Canada | Durham Avicultural Society | Vincent Moase | (905) 723-1978
of Ontario
Show dates: 10/25-10/27
Canada | Essex-Kent Cage Bird Soc. Alfred Mion | (519) 948-6398
Show dates: 10/16-10/18
Canada | Manitoba Canary & Finch | Kim Cameron | (204) 782-5554
Clisb
LATE EDITION;
USA Zebra Finch Sodiety- USA Garrie Landry  (318)828-5957
Tawmasional Comespondenss
: P.O. Box 1600,
Australia Ou&r;i? d Finch Gavin Dietz | Coorparoo DC 4151
iety Queensland, Austraha
The Avicultural Graeme 52 Harris Road
Austraba | Society of Australia, Hvd Eliminyt, Victora
Inc. yae 3249 Austyalia
10 Gable Terrace,
Great o Howard Wheatey Hill,
Britain The Estrildian | g inson | Durham. DHe 3JT,
Eagland
Great | The Waxbill Finch | Buzz Hope- | L0 Litchfield Close,
Britain Society Inglis | Lympton, Plymouth
PL7 3UU, England
97 Bent Lanes,
Great Zebra Finch Society, | Margaret Davyhulme, Nr.
Bnmin England Binns Urmston, Manchester,
M41 8WZ England
New New Zealand Finch 293 Albany Highway
Zealand Breeders Assoc. Albany, New Zealand
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[ 1998 Show Dates ]
NOVEMBER: Show Contact: Ann Granater (965)

Florida West Coast Avian Society
When: 11/1

Where: Palmetto, FL.

NFSS Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau
Delegate: Joy Johnson (941) 966-
6238

Details: Being held at Muanatee
Civic Center, 1 Haben Bivd.
Palmetto, FL,

Missouri Cage Bird Association
When: 11/6 & 11/7

Where: Fureks, MO

NEFSS Judge: Miki Sparzak
Delegate: Rich & Rose Dickman
{314) 928-3444.

Email: skdatl@inlink.com

Details: Held at Day's {nn, Eureka,
MO,

Greater Pittshburgh Cage Bird
Society, Inc. '

When: 11/7

Where: Pittsburgh, PA

NFSS Judge: Armando Lee
Delegrate: Margie Jonnet (412)
795-1904, Emailk:

mjonnet(@mail. business.pitt.edu
Details: Being held at Palace Inn in
Monroevilie area of Pittsburgh

¢ Bird Society of Hamilton
When: 11/7
Where: Canada
NFSS Judge: Stephen Hoppin

333-0685

Details: Being held at Valley Park
Community Center, 970
Paramount Drive

Finch Society of San Diego County
_REGIONAL SHOW

When: 11/7 & 11/8

Where: Del Mar, California

NFSS Judges: 11/7 ~ Daren
Decoteau, 11/8 Clayton Jones
Delegate: ™Ms. Sally Huntington
{619} 452-9423 email: huntngton-
center{@worldnet.att net

Georgiz Cage Bird Society
When: 11/7

Where: Atlanta, GA

NFSS Judge: Conrad Meinert
Delegate: Derrel Ward
Contact: Bill McElveen

(770) 926-3830

Honolulu  Canary  and  Finch
Society

When: 11/15

‘Where:

Judge: Michael Tomibama
Delegate: Kathy Perreira (808)
8443629

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
“The Nationgl Cage Bird Show”
When: 11/19-11/21

Where: Chicago, Hlinois

NFSS Judge: Clarence Culwell



NFESS Builetin

62

Nov/Dec 1998

Delegate: Ms. Jane Muscato or
Mr. John Muscato (630) 305-
9043,

Frail: Byrdman$s@aol.com
Details: Pheasant Run Resort and
Convention Center, 4051 East
Main Street, St. Charles, I1.. For
reservations  call  800-999-331%
{mention NCBS for special $109
rate). Reservations must be made
by 10/10 to receive special NCBS
rate. For general information call
Bob Wild {630} 985-4416.

Email: rwild@kiwi.dep.anl.gov or
Delegate fisted above.

Santa Clara Valley Canary

Club and ¥xofic Bird Club
When: 11/27.28

NFSS Judge: Clayton Jones
Delegate: Al Seminereo
Contact: Doreen Wangh
(510) 794-0517

GLOSTERMAN@june.com

Empire Finch & Canary
Assodcation

1* Annual Bird Mart

When: 11/28

Where: Franklin Square, NY
Delegate: Charlie Angell

Details: Contact Debbie Barbieri at:
finch98@msn.com. Being held at
Plateduetsche Park, 1132
Hempstead Turmnpike, hours 10-5.

National Institute of Red-Orange
Canaries

When: 11/28 & 11/29

Where: Chicago, Illinois

NFSS Judge: Cecil Gunby

Delegate:Steve Hoprman (815} 469-
8435

DECEMBER:
Colorbred Canary Club of Miami

When: 12/4-12/6

Where: Miami, FL

NESS Judges: to be announced
Delegate: Armando Lee (305) 270-
100

Organizacion  Puertortiquena  de
Aves Fxoticas

—.REGIONAL SHOW

When: 12/5

Where: Carolina, Puerto Rico
NFESS Judges: Marion Sparzak
Delegate: Jacky Civitarese (787)
752-4433 Email: lixdme@acl.com
Aviary Association of Kern

When: 12/5

Where: Bakersfield, CA

NFESS Judge: Clarence Culwell
Delegate: Willis @ Velva Baker
(805) 765-6110

Details: Being held at Kern County
Fairgrounds/Harvest Flall, Ming
Avenue, Entrance Gate 40,
Bakersfield, CA. Contact Joan
Medvigy email:
medvigyclan@prodigy.net
Sociedad de Avicultores

When: 12/20

Where: Puerto Rico

NFSS Panel Judge: Armando Lee
Delegate: Rafael Echevarria (787)
795-5718




NFSS Balletin
Nov/Dec 1998

3

The National Finch & Softbill Society

=g |

1998 Affiliation Agreement
Ms, Ginny Allen How to Affiliate:
AfEliation Manager ® Select a2 current NFSS
307 Brookwood Ct member to represent your
Opelika, AL 36801 club.
Phone: (334) 749-7168 ¢ Send in the appropriate fee
Email and this form to the
gndallen@earthlink.net Affliation Manager,
Box Descrioti

Base Afiliation Fee, This fee entitles your {}rganizazi.oa w

the publications and privileges of NFSS,

Service/Breeder Award Plaque (77 x 9”) with NFSS logo. | $25.00
This can be engraved with any information provided by the club.
“Best in Show™ Plaque (7”7 x 97} $25.00
“Second Best in Show” Plague (6” x 87) $25.00
“Third Best in Show” Plague {6” x 8”) $25.00
“Best Softbill in Show” Plague (6” x 87) $25.00
Rosettes. Ten long streamer rosettes for the ten best finches or | $35.00
softbills, plus one best unflighted rosette. Unflighted birds are
thos that are closed banded with 1998 bands.
Unflighted 2™ and 3™ place rosettes. _ $7.00
| Total Amaunt of check payshle & NFSS: N

Club Name: Show Date:

Club Officer: Phone:

Address: Email:

Club Delegate: NFS8 #: Phore:

Address: Emsil:




NFSS Bulletin

Nov/Dec 1998

~ 'NFSS Board of Directors 1998-99

Pregident 1™ Vice President 2" Vice Pres. /Publications
Mr. Ron Castancr Regional V.Ps Ms. Kers Ane McCoy
2678 Freeport Road Mr. Dale Laird 3412 Far Hili Circle
W. Paim Beach, F1. 33406 P.O. Box 2459 Birmingham, AL 35243-
Phone/Fax (5613 585-2750 | Goldearod, FL 32733-2459 5015
Fmail birds@gekko.net Phone/Fax (407} 657.7989 P;om{(ZD.;) 969-9177
Email ; ax: {205) 972-8984
dalei@magicnet.net il
imccoy@mindspring com
3" Viee President 4 Vice President Membership Director
FinchSave/Lensus Mgr. Judge’s Paol, Sals/ Research ProTem
M. Deniel Almaguer Mr. Stephen Hoppin Ms. Fileen Luird
P.O. Box 533615 3836 Hidden Acres Cir. P.O. Box 2459
Orlando, F1., 32853-3015 N. ¥r. Myers, FL 33903 | Goldenrod, FL 32733-2459
Phone (407) 894-3808 Phone (941)997-2237 | Phone/Fax (407) 657-7989
Fax (407)-894-6400 Fax: (941) 997-NFS$
Esmait DRAFinch@aol.com Email
ntfinchs@pegenet.com
Executive Secretary Treasurer dzison Officer
Pau] Williams Ms. Martha Wigmore Chsb Dedegraies, Show
703 Donega! Dirive 18913 Boston St. NW Dates, Awards Mgr,
Papillion, NE 68046 Elk River, MN 553301455 Ms, Gisay Alien
Phone (402) 592-5488 Phone/Fax (612) 241-0071 307 Brookwood Ct.
Email Opelika, AL 368013657
Roilide@ix necom.com Phone/Fax {334) 749-7 168
Email
gndalen@carthlink.net
Band Secretary President Emeritus Regional Vice President
Ms. Eileess Laird Mr. Witliam Pariee Region 1 — Northeast
P.O. Box 2459 631 Talconville Rd, Apt. 4N Ms. Knis Kroner
Goldenrod, FL 32723-2459 Vernon, CT 06066 433 Houston Road
Phone/Fax (407) 657-7989 Phone (860} 569-0260 Ambler, PA 19682
Email: Phone (215) 628-4143
BHTFDCT @sol.com Email kkroper@Erols.com
Regional Vice President | Regional Vice President | Regional Vice President
Region 2 — Southeast Region 3 — Mid-Central Region 4 — Midwest
Mr. Amando Lee Mr. Tom Rood Clarence Culwell
PO, Box 831238 313 N Broadway 250 Horseshoe Drive
Miami, FL 33283 Shelbyville, 1L, 62365 Springown, TX 76082
Phone (365) 270-1009 Phone (217) 774-5265 Phone {817) 220-5568
Email ajlee@bellsouth, net Email

tirood @bmmbnet.com
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Regional VP
Region 5 — Mountain

Regionst VP
Region 6 - Pacific Coast
Ms. Sally Huntington

Regional VP
Region 7~ Caribbean
Mr. Rich Morales

Fmail:
riva@rogers.wave.ca

5634 Carnegie Street Urb. Valle San Luis
San Diego, CA 92122 Via San Luis #257
Phone/Fax (619} 452- Caguas, PR 00725
9423 Phone/Fax (787) 791-
Email huntington- 4500
center{@woridnet.att.net Email
sunshine(@tropicweb.net
Appointed Officers
FimchShop Manager Website Manager NESS Edisor
Ms. Julie Duimstra Mye. Mare Riva Ms. Kerri Ann McCoy
4201 NE 125" Place 303 Elite Court 3412 Far Hill Circle
#163 Oshawa, Ontario, Birmingham, AL 35243
Portiand, OR 97230 L1J7V3 Phone (205) 969-9177
Phone: (503} 261-8788 Canada Fax (205} 972.8984
Phone: {905) §76-1901 Fmail
Fax: (905) 436-9872 jmccoy@nmindspring.com

Advertising &
Promotions Manager
Kerri McCoy
3412 Far Hill Circle
Birmingham, AL 35243
Phone: (205} 969-9177
Fax: (295) 972-8984
Email:
imecoy@mindspring.com

Note: Please phone ahead to the desired party before
telefaxing. Many individuals share phone/fax lines or
have to set fax software or machine to receive.
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FinchSave Application

interested in jolning FinchSave? Please Al out the
below preliminary information and send to the
FinchSave Manager, Mr. Daniel Almaguer. Upon
receipt of this form you will receive a complete
information package outhining all aspects of the
FinchSave Program.

Name: NFSS #
Address

City: State: Zip:
Phone: Fax:

Email:

What would you like to accomplish through FinchSave?:

Send this completed form to:
FinchSave Manager
My, Dansel Almaguer
P.O. Box 333015
Orlzndo, FL. 32853-3015%
Phone: (407) 894-3808
Fax: (407) 894-6400
Emai: DRAFInch@saol.com

Thank you for supporting aviculture's foremost
cooperative breeding program.
You CAN make a difference!

66
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For fn#ozmaffon on:  FinchSave
Upcoming Shows
Conservation Efforts
Publications
Membership

Plus: Laticles
Photo é’a//e‘zy
Links to other Sites

.S’atwyﬁ

Bnd much, much mote

Contact Mare Xiva for more bxjatmation
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The National Finch and Softbill Society

Welcomes Finch and Softhill Breeders & Enthusiasts!

Name:
Address:
City:
State: Zip

Phone Number FEmail:

New Member? Renew NFSS #?

How did you hear about us?

Annual Dues:
Single: $20 I Dual: $25% C1 Junior (under 16) $12.50 [
* 2* name for Dual Membership:

U8, (& Puerto Rieo} 1% class mailing add $5.00
Canadian add $5, Foreign add $16 (Please send US funds.)
Canadian and foreign subscriptions mailed 1% class.

NE'SS thanks you for your support!

Mall Applicaton and
Check Payable to NFSS:
Eileen Laird
Membership Director
P.G. Box 2459
Goldenrod, FL
32733-2459
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Come Join Us!
Send in your
application today!

The National Finch and

Softhill Society
Membership Benefits

The National Finch and Sofihill
Society is dedicated to the preservation
of all finch and softbill species.

¢ NFSS Bullein - Our bi-
monthly Bullein connects you
with other finch and softhill
keepers around the counwy. It
includes articles on diet, breeding,
management,  species  specific
article  and  the numerous
experiences of other aviculturists.
NFSS alse keeps you abreast of
the news on legislation.

¢ FinchSave - The goal of
FinchSave is to establish and
maintain all fnch and  softhill
species in American  aviculture.
All members are encouraged to

enhance the propagation of finches
and softbilis.

¢ Census - The annual NFSS
census can connect you with other
breeders for the purpose of
exchanging  information  or
breeding swock.

¢ Leg Bands - NFSS$ offers t©o
members, closed tracezble leg
bands in fiftcen {15) sizes.

Affiiations - Your club can
affiliaze and receive plagues and
rosettes as show awards. Non-
show clubs t00 can affiliate and
receive  service awards  for
members. Speakers are available,
with slide programs that feature
finches and softbills.

National Show - All members
are encouraged to attend and
participate in the NFSS8 National
Show. An International Patronage
Exchange brings awards from
foreign countries.

Judge’s Panel - Comprised of
individuals who have completed
the apprenticeship program. All
NFSS Panel Judges judge by the
NFSS Standard of Judging; are
approved by the Board of
Phirectors; and are available
local elubs.

Standards - By mid year 1995,
NFSS had exhibition standards
for twelve species, including the
first standard for softbill species,
and several more in the works.

Champions - NFSS sponsors a
“Champion  Fxhibito?”  and
*Champion Bird” awards
program.  Both reward high
achievements on the show bench.

FinchShop - The sales division
of NFSS offers various items for
sale to members. The profits are
used to support the Society’s
UMErous programs.




The National Finch and Softbill Society

Band Order Form
Mail form and NESS offers 0 members only closed traceable aluminum bands,
payment payable to | 2vailable only in the NFSS color of the year. The bands are
NFS§: engraved with the initials NFS, size code, year and number. There

Fiken Laird 15 nio choice of numbers.

NFSS Band All orders are recorded for permenent reference. Bands are
Pmmgs*} ordered in strings of ten, all the same size. New members may
Goldearod, FL order before receiving their membership number. Write “New” for

32733-2459 membership number on the order form.

(407) 657-7989 Orders processed weekly as received. Cashier’s Check or Money
Order will expedite your order. Please, no mail requiring
signatures. Please make sure to choose band year below!

Band Size | # of Stngs Price per String Total Amount
A $2.78
B $2.75
C $2.75
D $2.75
E $2.75
G $2.75
i $2.75
K $2.7%
L $2.75
M $2.75
R $2.75
8 $2.75
T $2.75
U $2.75
Postal Insurance: Subiotal:
Ender $50- $.75
From $50-$160 - $1.60 ¥nsurance:
Ower $100 - $2.55 . -
If you choose not o include this sum NFSS will NOT be Total:
responsible for replacement of bands Jost in shipment. T ———
Name: NESS #
Address:
Cuy: State:
Zip: Phone: Email:
Circle one: 1998 band order 1999 band order



The National Finch and Softhill Society
Guide to Ordering NFSS Closed Leg Bands

NFSS welcomes comments and suggestions for this Guide. Contact the
Home Office.

Bird Species IABCDEGIIRKILIMR|S|T

Aracaris A

Black & White Mannikin A

Black Cheeked Waxhill A

Black Crested Finch A

Biue Capped Waxbili A

Blue Fead Parrot Finch ¥ 3

Bronze Wing Mannikin

ey

Cherry Finch

. hestnut Breast Finch A

Cordon Bleu Waxhiil

| ALd

Cuban Melodious Finch

Diamond Dove A

Diamond Sparrow A

Dove {other small) '

European Goldfinch A

Fire Finch A

Cold Breasted Waxhill A

Golden Song Sparrow A

Gouldian Finch y 3

Gireen Singing Finch A

Green/Purple Starlings A

Grey Singing Finch

| 2.4

Fleck's Shaftail

Hornbills flarge)

Hornblls (small) A

Indian Hill Mynah

| 31 4

Java Mynah

Java Rice Bird A

FLavender Finch A

1 eaf Birds A

Magpie Mannikin A

Mannikins (most smaller) A

Mannikins {other larger) A

Nuns A

Olive Finch A

Orange Cheeked Waxbill | A
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Pagoda Mynah

Painted Finch

Parrot Fiach {most other)

Pelin Robin

Peter’s Twinspot

Pictoreila Finch

Pileated Finch

Pintziled Nonparei]

Plush Capped Jay

Pytilias

Cuatl

(Quail Finch

Red Crested Cardinal

Red Fared Waxbill

Red Head Parvot Finch

Ring Neck Dove

Rufous Backed Mannikin

Saffron Finch

Shaftad Finch

Shama Thrush

Silver Eared Mesias

Sitverbills

Siskins

Society Finch

i

Softbills {other small)

Softhills {other)

Spice Finch

Saar Pinch

Strawberry Finch

Sunbirds (large)

Superb Starlings

Tanagers (small)

Toucaneties

Toucans {large}

Toucans {small)

Touracos (large)

Touracos (small)

Twinspots (tnost)

- Waxbills (small}

‘White Tailed Jay

Yellow Rumped Finch

- {_Zebra Fiach

Al




Leg Banding Procedure

Courtesy of

The National Finch and Softbill Society

The important thing to remember when banding chicks is w0 do it over 2
counter or table so if the chick is dropped it doesne’t fall to the floor. The age ©
band varies between species but is generally between § and 10 days. You can
tell by looking at the ankle joint (the joint where the toes come together) and
the size of the band. Have the bands, a toothpick (or other small blunt
instrument) and some lubnicant ready. Be sure you have the bands “right side
up” for easier reading. The band is generally placed on the bird’s right leg.
Banding just before the parents go o roost in the evening will prevent them
from picking at the band. By the next morning they will have forgotten about
it

Hold the chick firmdy but in such a way as
to not cut off its breathing and so that you
don’t harm it. Remember their bodies
cannot wlerate compression.

Put a littke bit of lubricant on the chick's
foot and skide the band over the three front
toes and finally over the ankle joint,

/

The back we will probably have to be
geatly pried out from under the band
with 2 toothpick.

The band sow should be in the proper
location berween the ankle and the
elbow joint.

Check on the chick the next few days 0 be sure that the band has not slipped
off and that there are no scrapes or irritations on the foot or the leg.
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FOR SALE: Red Crested and Persa
Touracos FinchSave produced hand-
fed closed banded 1998 babies. Persas:
One PNA sexed male and one un-
sexed bird. Dale Laird, Goldenrod,
FL (4{}7} 65 71989, Emaxi

FOR SALE _}m Rice Finches.
Mature and ready to breed. Malkes and
females. White mutation only. Show
Quality. $25/ca. Karren Agnos, West
Allis, WI 414-346-3310 or
karren2(@uno.com

FOR SALE/TRADE: Masked
$75/ea, Owls $35/ca, Normal Goulds
$30/ea, R¥ Parrot Finches $75/ea,
Cherry (Plam Heads} $50/ca, Shaflails
$50/ea. Harry Bryant Elyria, OF 440-
7483637 email: utuweb{@aol.com

FORSALE: Gouldian Finches
Noremals, Blues, split to blue. May have
white breasted ineach on occasion.
Parent raised or fostered from proven
parents. Deanne Veselka, Texas (806}
797-3885

WANTED: Pictorella male.  Prefer
young unbornded male or wif} buy pair.
DESPERATE!D Call Julie Duimstra
#3503-261-3788

Hsﬁl'%gc $308asue, stwﬁm
“Or. Page: $2084s0t, $50%0ir
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WANTED: Copy of Robin Restall's
“Finches and other Seed-eating Binds”
Call fulie Duimstra 503-261-8788

FOR SALE: Gouldian Finches galore.
Normals, yeilows, biues, split blues, &
white breasted. Farent raised. Call
Kerri Pettey, Oregon 503-761-2371

FOR SALE: Show cages. Finch,
Canary, Cockatiel Fully painted with
drinkers, Also, Terenziani double
breeder cages 35”L x 12°W. Call 516-
286-1612

. THE CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE:Parent mised, domestic pairs
available. Paiated Firetails $373/pr,
Dybowski Twinspots $125/pe, Senegal
Fires $108/pt, Grey Java Rice $40/px,
White Java Rice $60/pr, Pied Java Rice
$66/pr Cizoamon Java Rice $80/pr, Box
and shipping $35. Garry Berg, West
Jordan, UT {801} 561-9289, Fmail:
GARRYBERG@uaolcom




Charles Anchor Stephen Hoppin Conrad Meinert
630 Lake Park Drive Panel Chairman 1212 E. 300 South
Addisen, 1L 601481 3836 Hidden Acres Circle Warsaw, IN 465808736
6L 5433757 N. Fort Myers, FL 23903 Phone: 219-269-2473
Phone: 941-997-2237 Fax: 219.269.3142
Fax: 941.997-NFSS§ £mail: BirdmancfWarsaw(@
Email: n2finchs@peganet.com keonline com
Laurz Bewley Cecil Gunby William G Parlee
3538 5. 68 W, Avenue 8121 Route {, Hwy 54 631 4N Talcottville Rd
Tulss, OK 741687 Sharpsburg, GA 10277 Vernon, CT 06066
G R-446-299% Phone/Fax: 77-254-1261 el S69-02080
effective 9/12/58 Emait
BilHTFDC T acl.com
Harold Bowics Ray Johnson Tom Rood
230 Cotlege Circle 175 Stoneridge Way 313 N. Broadway

Cedartown, GA 303128
Phone: 770-748-4627
Fax: 770-748-3969

Fayetteville, GA 30214
7104618678

Shelbyville, 11, 82365
Z2E1-7T4-52063
Email: frood@bmmhnet.com

Jacky Civitarese Clayton Jones Marion Miki Sparzak
A=t Calle 1 P.0. Box 266 $17 Old North Point Rd
Quintas de Country Club Soquel, CA 95073 Baltimore, MDD 21224
Carolina, P.R. 00982 8- TI8-B6T76 4106-283.9233
TEITE2-4423
Fax: 787-752-4433
Fmail: lxéme@acl.com
Farl Courts Joseph Krader Patrick Vance
29831 Weatherwood 18375 Avilla

1867 NE Colbum
Lee’s Summnit, MO 64063

$aguna Niguel, CA 92677

Lathrup Village, M1 48076
248-443-0643

R16-524-0921 143639725
Clarence Culbwell Hal M. Koontz Christine Yoronovitch
2604 Aubura Ct 38 Liberty Street

256 Homeshoe Dyrive
Springtown, TX 76082
BI7-220-8568

Bakersfield, CA 93306
Phone:BOS-B72-1063
Faxt: RO5.634-1147
Email: bkoonta@atsecure.net

Manchester, CT 06040
B6l 6498220

Dr. Al Decoteau
PO} Box 369
Groten, MA G150
603-672-4568
Fax: 603-672-3120
Emal: SPBEI@act.com

Armando Lee
P.O. Box 831238
Aiami, FL 33283
305. 2701000
Email: sjlee@ belisouth.net

Martha Wigmore

18913 Boston 5t N'W

Eik River, MN 35330
Phone/Fax: 612-241-0071

Daren Decotean
8% Pleasentview Avenue
Swratford, CT 06497
203.377.2059

Brian Mandarich
4743 E. Hedges Avenue
Fresno, CA 91701
20%-255-6508

Paul 8. Williams
703 Donegal Drive
FPapiilion, NE 88045
4025925488
Email:
RoiTide@ix. netcom.com




FINCHSHOP

The National Finch and Softbill Society Store

ITEM Eg) SIZE/STYLE EA. TEA..
¥

NEW NESS T vt ML 0OXL O XXt

sevin] Tern Color _ .
;‘ﬁafik;fi:l}:a:iﬂk: j;g(..mss ™ | ¥ Check your choice. Al T-shirts are #1800

R ' ‘50750 blend ~ White
VIDEO “The Wonderful )
2 : a5 2

World of Finches and Members & Affiliates B17.00
xgjﬁirﬁ; Non-Members $22.00

. O #1 [0 #2 5 #3

NEFSS Show Cage Plans s . .
NESS Show Cage Plans » ¥ Check your chotee #4.00
T "

E;:: all 3 Show Cage SAVE $2.00 by ordering ali three! $10.00
gjﬁ‘l:: Plystic Water $6.00
NFS5 Zebra Fin $6.06
NFSS Gouldian Pin $6.00
Eric Peake Lithograph

The Phamond Fireiasls - $35.60
Sigmed by the artist

?\ifib:i%;??? e Second hee of engraving, add $1.00.

v\:‘ith one iim: of}e} ngfav:::g For optioral magnetic backing, add £7.50
provt mame cleariy® . $1.30

Past Bulletin Issues 1994

and later issues $4.00
Past Bulletin Issues 1993 $3.00
and earbier issues ’
199% NESS Handbook Inchudes Annual Census & much, 54.00

Membership Yearboo much more! (Jul/ Aug "98 ssue

Membership Yearbook h Hul/ ‘9% | )
;ﬁbgéti‘%e;gﬁifgfok 1n handsome S-ning binder! $15.00
Shipping and Handling: Orders $10 and under add $2.00,

Orders $i0.01 andoveradd 8380 ¢ Total: §
NESS Member# Name Phane:
Address Chy Sue | Zip

Ml form and paymont {check or money order made payable to NESS} o
FINCHSHOP, Aun: Ms. Jube Duimstra
4201 NE 1257 Place #163, Porthand, OR 97238

NFSS SHOW CAGE PLANS
#1 Cage—Finches up to and including Zebras, #2 Cage-Finches larper than Zebras,
#3 Cage ~ Softhills




Horizon Micro-Environments

Lird

Natural Environmentally-Secure Tmmp&n‘m‘

N.E.S.T

Designed with comfort & safety a top
. priority, Makes it impossible for
careless ‘handlers to block air vents,

. lets heat rapidly escape and
o prevents CO? build-up.
Ohver 15 tiiés more ventilation.
“than our nearest competitor!

1- 800~—443 2498

\

You don’t have to be a profess‘l‘onaL _
aviculturist to reatize viruses and daseases are '
turking everywhere, and that mestal & p?}yst—'

cal stressesi ag:wérgheim;ng

Give your birds that needed pij.b'teq_s;ipn,

iy - & :
I b &
s & s
& o

The “all new” OMNI N.E.3.T. for 1998 is finally here!
and we still pay the freight* on orders over § 98.00.
Call for details and our free color brochure

Background p‘notos Eazmwgf N.EJS.T and the Mm: N E S Zf




