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In this issue:

As the new year approaches, we
provide you with a wealth ol ideas to
assist you with your birds — many care
and breeding tips, idestification and
genetics facts, and some softbill inspira-
tion. Also included, information concern-
ing NFSS’ recent and upcoming
sCiivibies. Thank »ou 1o all of our
corttributors!

Your baiiot 8 encloscd i the center
of this issue to elect the NFSS Board of
Directors 10 serve you during 1996/97,
Follow the mnstructions on the balot o
vote. If you have any questions, please
coniact our Membership Chairman
Lynda Bakula.

The NFSS Bylaws have been
revised. In the nexi few issues of the
Butletin you will notice a few changes in
our Board positions. Make sure you have
your own copy of the new Bylaws. See
page 37 for more information. Nearly 50
members returned their bylaws ballots.
Your interest is so valued!

My thank you to all of you
readers, contributors and officers of
NFSS, ¢an be found on page 56, under a
nonsensical title. but rich with sincerity.
It has indeed been my pleasure!

We wish you happy holidays and
many young in the new year!

L

Deadiine for the next issue is
January 1st.
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President's Message

£y Steve Hoppin

A couple years ago, { made a
mapor decision — to run for Presi-
dent of NFSS. 1 did it because  care
about what we do. | care about cur
mnportant role in avicultuge, and §
care about the survival of our avian
hobby. Now, a8 | move toward the
end of my years as President, | can't
begin to describe how wonderful and
challenging the experience has been.

"The Society has compiled many
accompiishments. We 've structured
and restructured committee’s to pro-
vide more membership participation,
reviewed and modified policies and
procedures, acquired a new
FINCHSHOP sales item, opened the
door and established ties once agaia
with AFA. and voted in new Bylaws
to govern the Society.

More challenges to come

But this work is onty the begin-
ning. The finch and softhili hobhy
still faces many challenges, and the
guickly changing face of aviculture
makes us all anxious about the
future.

Because our hobby is changing
so rapidly, it's an Enpontant fime o
get involved in NESS. You can turn
t0 the Society for the knowledge,
support and encouragement that you
need. NFSS sponsors many pro-
grams that can help you. In addition.
the best resource - your peers - ¢an
be accessed through NESS. Network
with fellow members and you will
learn more than you ever thoughs
you could.

After all, 1t's NFSS members
who truly know the in's and out’s of
NFSS. They are the ones for whom
the Sociery's policies and procedures
are wiitten, who perform the re-
search, plan the programs, and write
many articles for The NFSS Bulletir:.
Axtend Society meetings and make an
effort to know your colleagues.

After being involved in NFS§
for awhile, you might decide that
you want o take on a leadership
role. You can become iavolved as a
delegate for your locai club, partici-
pate on one of NFSS' committees,
manage an NESS department, run for
one of the positions on the Board of
Directors. or take on the chalienge of
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The Wonderful World of
Finches and Softhills: An
Introduction

An NFSS Video
Prepared and narrated by
Mr. Jon Hoffman

Adapted from a slide presentation, the
birds will delight you and the narration
will fascinate you!

fMuch more than an introduction, this
video looks at dozens of varieties of
finchas and sofitbills,

To order, see the FINCHSHOP ordar
forre in this issue.

leading the Society as President,
These endeavors are very rewarding.

Passing the perch

Being a leader is a great honor.
Fhat's why | am looking forward o
passing this privilege on o my
SUCCESSOT,

Thank you to the Board and
"Friends of NFSS® for the many
gifts, including the slide projector,
{aser beam pointer, and Michael Gar-
man sculpture. The projector and
pointer will aide me in future educa-
sional finch and softhill presentations
and the sculpture will reside on my
desk as a constant reminder of the
importance of patience, trust, perse-
verance, and a good ear,

My personal thank you's

1 wish to thank each and every
Board member for their support and
kindness during my term. | would
also like to thank those past Presi-
dents who taught me so much about
the history of the office, as well as
all the NFSS members who shared
their thoughts and expertise, | wish
to thank particularly Martha Wig-
more, our Society’s 2nd Vice Pregi-
dent and Bulletin editor. who
possesses great enthusiasm and crea-
tive positive thinking, and was an
extreme pleasure 10 work with.

I cane forget the members of
the "Friends of NFSS", my boss
Barbara Adams, and my companion
and best friend of 16 vears, Larry
Giroux. | thank you all for your sup-
port and encouragement during my
tertn as President. My best wishes to
Frank Hudson and all the new Board
members. 1 am sure that you will
pull together to make 1996 a very
successful year.
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Compiled from NFSS Directors

Kallogg Winner 1885 - Clarence
Culwell's Zebra Finchi
Congratulations 0 longtime
NFSS member and Panel Judge
Clarence Caiwell of Sprngtown,
Texas! Clarence's Chestnut-flanked
White Zebra Finch cock won Best
Finch and Seftbiil in Show of 203
entries at the National Cage Bird
Show in New Orleans, LA on
11717798, judged by Roddy Gabel
and brings home with him the cov-
eted Kellogg Trophy. Complete re-
sults from this and the rest of the
1995 NFSS shows will be included
in upcoming issues of the Bullerin.

Mombers Honored for 1995

At the Annual General Member-
ship Meeting, held at NCBS in New
Orleans on 11/18/95, in addition to
the presentation of awards 1o the
1994 Champion Exhihitors, Exhibi-
tor of Excellence and Champion
Bird, several NFSS members were
honored for their contributions 1o
NFSS.

Special Certificates of Appre-
ciation were awarded to the
foliowing:

National Einch And
Softhill Spciety's

FINCHSAVE |

FOR INFORMATION
CONTACT
tinda Oja
NFSS FINCHSAVE Director ¢
268 Exeter Road %
Newport News, VA 23602
{804) 874-8581

e R e e e e

Pat & Mary Krichten - for
their years of service as
FINCHSHOP managers:

Gene Miller - for his years of
service as Regional Vice President;

Lynda Bakula - for her work as
Membership Chairman and Advertis-
ing Manager,

Eileen Laird - for her work as
Band Secretary. including transfer-
ring records;

Jerry McCawley - for his work
with AFA, the WBCA, and the
Breeder Recogmition Progran:
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Tom Rood - for taking over so

ably as ist Vice President, serving as '

Regional V.P., handling the NESS
Census for many vears, and coordi-
nating the Overseas Awards Project.

Ia addition, beautiful apprecia-
tion plaques were awarded to:

Linda Oja - for her work since
1991 as FINCHSAVE Director, es-
tablishing FINCHSAVE as a nation-
aily recognized cooperative breeding
progrant;

Martha Wigmore - for her
work as 2nd Vice President and Edi-
tor of The NFSS Bulletin. The NFSS
Handbook. and The NFSS Judges
Handbook and Official Starndards.,
service on the Clagsifications, By-
faws, Society and Zebsa Finch Com-
mitiees and nwnerous other
activities.

A special President’s Award
was given o Dale Laird, Regional
Vice President, who has splendidly
supported NFSS through writing ar-
ticles, guest speaking, conducting re-
gional meetings, participating in
FINCHSAVE and the AFA Red
Siskin Project, and who chaired two
of NESS' most challenging commit-
tees of late - the Committee to Re-
view Reaffiliation with AFA and the
Bylaws Revision Committee.

Well done, and thank you to alll!

AFA Honors Two NFSS Members
At its Convention in 1995,
awards were given by AFA to two
NESS members—lJerry McCawley of
NESS and Miki Sparzak of the Soci-
ety of Parrot Breeders and Exhibitors
{also an N¥SS Board member}, both

When is Your NFSS
Memberehip Due for
Renewal?

How to Read Your Mailing Label:

Your mailing label shows the issue
through which your membership is paid
{le. Expire: 11/01/86). H you have not
paid by the time of the mailing of this is-
sue you will see highlighted the sad td-
ings: LAST ISSUE.

RENEW TGDAY!

Renew early, before the deadline
given In your renewal letter, to save
money, for if you miss the deadline, you
must pay extra to be mailed any missed
issues.

.

for their service 1 AFA.
Congratilations!

NFSS Judges Hendbook-updated

The NFSS Judges Handbook and
Official Standards has just been re-
printed and updated to include the
latest NFSS show judging procedures
and rules and all 14 approved and
proposed standards. Its compace 832"
x 5'4" size makes it handy to pack
for shows, and its handsome 3-ring
binder allows for easy additon of
new standards as they are approved.
All for just $10.00! Order today
through NFSS FINCHSHOP. Plenty
of copies are available!

Elections for 1996/97 NFSS
Board of Directors

The ballot to elect the 1996/97
NFSS Board of Directors is included
in this issue of the Bulletin, Please
complete it today and retura it to
Ms. Nancy Reed at the address on
the ballot. Paid dual members are
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News & Notes, continued

each entitled to vote and they should
have two ballots in their joint issue
of the Bulletin. If you have any con-
cerns about completing and returning
your ballot(s) please contact NFSS
Membersbip Chairman Lynda Bakula
{see inside front cover for her phone
number}.

New Bulfetin Editor - Robert Petrie
Robert Petrie of Kansas City,
MO was selected by the NFSS Board
to replace Mantha Wigmore as Editor

of The NFSS Bulletin (see pg. 3 for
information on how to send Robert
your contributions and ads). Rebert's
articles for the Bulletin (see Sep/Oct
94 and Jan/Feb '93) have brought to
us terrific insights into bird breed-
ing. We look forward to the next
year in the Bullerin! Thank you, both
Robert and Kenneth Tidwell of The
Woodlands, TX, for offering your
services to NFSS as Editor.

Now FINCHSHOP Address!

Julie Duimstra of Corvallis,
Oregon bas been appointed o replace
retiring Pat & Mary Krichten a5
FINCHSHOP managers. Please note
the new address to order all
FINCHSHOP goodies on the order
form in this issue. Thank you, Julie!

Locking for 8 Member Directory? Try
the NFSS Annual Census

NFSS is often asked to publish a
Membership Directory. But rather
than ask our membership who does
not wish to be included, or who
wishes to exciude their phone or ad-
dress. we do one thing betser! We of-

fer every member, each year the
opportunity to participate in the
Annual NFSS Census. The Census,
the results of which are published
mid-year, includes a listing of bird
species and who owns them, cross-
referenced to participating members,
and is an invaluable networking tool.
No, it does not include every NFSS
member, but it does include those
who are interested in hearing from
you ihis year!

New Census Manager - Steve
Hoppin

Steve told us he wouldn't be go-
ing far after his retirement as NFSS
President. and. sure enough, he's al-
ready signed up o handie the up-
coming NFSS Census. Watch for the
Census information gathering form
included in the Jan/Feb 1996 issue of
the Butletin. Don't be left out!

Other Recent Happenings —

Minutes from the 3rd Quarter
Board meeting by mail and 4th Quar-
ter NFSS Board and General Meet-
ings, held at the National Cage Bird
Show will be included in the next is-
sue of the Bulletin. But bere's some
news you'il want to know:

Bylaws Revision approved -
Ballots regarding the proposed By-
laws Revision, as published in the
Sep/Oct 19935 issue of the Bullerin,
were tabulated at the 4th Quarter
Board meeting. The ballots received
overwhelmingly approved the new
Bylaws, which go into effect
immediately,

Waxbiii Survey results - To
date, over 75 of the Waxbill Surveys
distributed to the membership earlier
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this year have been received. Infor-
mation garnered from this valuahle
input will he shared in the pages of
the Bulletin beginning in 1996.

NFSS at NCBS - The NFSS ta-
ble at the National Cage Bird Show
brought in over $700.00 in sales and
new memberships! Many thanks to
every member who served the Soci-
ety behind the table!

Financial freeze - Per the NFSS
Treasurer, at this time of the year
NESS’ bank balances are usually at
their lowest, this year being no ex-
ception. A freeze on non-essential
expenditures is in place until
3/61/96.

FINCHSAVE update - There
are now 59 members participating in
FINCHSAVE, working with 52 spe-
cies. NFSS IS IN NEED OF A
VOLUNTEER TQ TAKE OVER
AS FINCHSAVE DIRECTOR
from retiring Linda Ofa.

Bands! - From Jan-Nov 1995
473 band orders for over 32,000
bands had been filied hy Baad Secre-
tary Eileen Laird. The 1996 band
color will be Orange.

Champions So Far in the 1995
Show Season

in addition 0 Ellen Buchanan's
Champion Shafitail noted Iast issue,
NFSS has a second Champion Bird
this show season, a Yeliow Rump
Diamond Sparrow (band #
NFS-E-112-94) bred by Gene and
June Miller of Oklaboma. Fhis hird
is the son of the Miller's Fawn Dia-
tomnd Sparrow which became a
Champion in 1994. And its grandson
is still on the marchi

As of early November we ai-
ready had two Champion Exhihitors
in 1995 - Dale and Fileen Laird and
Gene and June Miller, AND two new
Exhihitors of Excellence - Christine
Voronovitch and Dale and Eileen
Laird. Thank you for shoring your
excellent birds with us through our
shows!

Four NFSS Apprentices

NFSS currently has four mem-
bers in the Judges Panel Apprentice-
ship program. They are Jerry
McCawley of Lancaster, PA, Chris-
tine Yoronovitch of Manchester, CT,
Ammando Lee of Miami, FL and
Frank Hudson of Calvert, TX. All
have passed the written examination,
and will be seen apprenticing on the
show circuit next season.

AFA Delegates

NFSS is affiliated with the
American Federation of Aviculture
and our current AFA delegates are
Jerry McCawley and Miki Sparzak.
Please contact either individual (see
NFSS Board listing for their ad-
dresses or phone numbers) with your
questions or concerns about AFA’s
activities in support of finch and
softbill aviculsure,

Judges Selected for 1996 and 1997
GABS

NFSS Panel Judges have been
seiecszd to judge upcoming Great
Ameqcan Bird Shows. In 1996 Steve
Hoppin wili judge at Sarasota, FL
and Daren Decoteay wili Jjudge in
1997 at Manchester, NH. Congratu-
lations 1o both Judges!
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EASILY FED - EFFICIENTLY ASSIMILATED
We Guarantes Fach and Every Worm is Frash and Uively

Tested 58.4% ¢rude proteln. More successfu! broeding has been proven with
the use of Mealworms,  Examinollon of the crops of nesting wiid bhds
(Psitacines as wei as sefi-blied birds) shows madlworms or refaied grubs are
an important parl of tha natural diet.

A LIVING, NATURAL FOOD - CLEAN AND QDORLESS
MEALWORMS STORED AT £0-4B deg. BECOME DORMANT AND KEEP FOR MONIHS

MEADWORM COUNT (o ooz, unik) BULK WHOLESALE PRICES
Ml vy Clp Cindy Bafk Sizes: MARE Srovalt, Mecluen, Eorgpe & Mixed
Bl 2000l 90D T . 350
L 1044 MG LD NN B850
s B BOG . 14,25 AL 0100

Cofifomia reddaents slecse aolol 8.25% Siote Soles Tox
Freight! FOB Complon - Packing & Handling Chorge

A PURE NATURAL FOOE - THE BEST THING YOU CAN DO FOR YO BIRDS
“Ato Fish, Monkays. Rapiies, Hedpgehogs
ORDERS: INGIHRIES:

BINLT777-9676 PO, Box 4525 £ 126 £, Bpruce St Complon. CA 90220 (3403 635-1494

Cross-registering Bands-ﬂemind‘w Show, tentatively planned for the
Dr. Al Decoteau, NFSS Points first Saturday in August 1996 in
Chairman reminds all NFSS Exhibi- Kansas City, Missouri. (If you are

tors: If you have banded birds with interested in show quality Societies,
closed traceable bands other than you may also want t0 keep an ear
NFSS', in order to record points you  tuned for more information about
must register these bands with a this show. There exists a possibility
$5.00 fee. Send all registrations to at this stage that they may be in-
Dr. Al Decoteau. I the history of cluded in the event.) NFSS Panel
NFSS, only two birds have been Judge Martha Wigmore has been in-
registered. vited to judge (ok ves!! she
screamed!}. For more information
All-Zebra Finch Show in 1996! contact Tom Rood in Shelbyville, 1L
If you enjoy the chalienge of (217) 774-5265 or Nita Haas in Ray-
breeding and exhibiting one of our more, MO (816) 331-5288.
typier finch varieties. the Zebrm &

Finch, you'll be exgited to hear
about the upcoming Ali-Zebra Finch
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General Care for
Finches
Part Two

by Lainey Clafr

Grasskands Exotic Finches

226 Ash Street, Weston, MA 027193
(617) 89714056

HOUSING

We dou't think any shelier for
adult finches can be oo large as long
as the bieds can find their food and
water. 1n our opinion. 36 mches in
tength by 24 inches in height and
width is an absolute minimum for
one o (wo pairs of finches. Since
finches fly side to side rather than up
and down, the length of a cage tends
t¢ be more important than the height.
We house our non-breeding birds in
8 to 10 foot aviarics which we buy
from Swelland's at guite reasonable
prices. [f you make your ows cages,
be sure to avoid using any toxic ma-
terials. Many companies sell rolis of
wire that is safe and suitable for
finches (see Sweland's under the
“Suppiies” section}. For perches we
use fat manzanita branches, wooden
dowels, and branches of white pme.
apple. oak and maple trees. all of
which are not poisonous to birds.
We are careful to avoid collecting
branches from roadsides or from ar-
gas that have been sprayed. Finches
do best with perclies of different di-
ameters to keep their feet healthy and
comfortable.  For (oys we use mif-
rors with beads. swings and hanging

Star Finches
Photo by Sandsee Gregerich Peterson

contraptions that we make out of
wood.

LIGHT

Finches need full spectrum lLight
every day in order to remain healthy.
both physically and psychologically.
Full spectrum light stimulates birds’
hormones and influences thelr sing-
ing, breeding and melting. It aiso
enables them 10 absorb calcium from
their food. Sunfight is full spectrum
fight, but finches cannot benefit from
sunlight if it passes through glass.
We use double 48~ fluorescent “Shop
Light” fixtures. Vitalie is the most
common full spectrum fluorescent
{found in pet stores}. but GE makes
a less expensive version called
Chroma-50. As leat lamps. we use
full spectrum incandescent buibs
made by Chromalux. placed inside
metal cone-shaped shades that clamp
onto the tops of cages and focus the
higat down onto the birds. These
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heat lamps are available from most
hardware stores, amd health food
stores often carry Chromalux bulbs.
We keep our Hghts on timers set for
12 to 14 hours a day. At night we
use 7 watt night lights to prevent
aight frights and to ensure that the
birds can see in the dark.

TDXINS

As you can tell, we are very
cautiogs about our finches” exposure
10 environmental toxins. Finches
lack the systemic capacity that hu-
mans and other mammals have 10
process and excrete toxing. Gas
fumes can kill them. Fumes from
burmng Tetlon can kill them. Filea
and rat bombs can kil them. A chip
of iead paint can kill them. They
showld not be exposed to wood or
cigarette smoke, paint fumes, car
fimes, etc. Even soap is hamful, so
we use onty hot water for cleaning,
and sometimes small amounts of
bleach. For disinfecting cages we
use Nolvasan solution. It would be
hard to be too careful with finches,
and we try to be as conservative as
we can. H you or anyone in your
household smokes, we strongly rec-
ommend that you use an air filter in
your birdroom.

HEALTH

Since finches are so small, there
is a limited gmount veterinarians can
do once they get sick, so we concen-
trate on prevention. Our primary
meants of prevention is o provide a
balanced diet with plenty of protein

sources to help the birds resist dis-
egse. We also keep their food and
water as clean as possible to prevent
bacterial infection,

Under various types of stress,
finches' temperatures can drop, so if
one of our birds seems puffy or
chilled we set up a 60 watt Chroma-
iux balb (full spectrum) over a perch
te give the bird access to the heat,
(See the "LIGHT" section above for
a description of heat lamps,) When
finches have access to external heat
they can expend mote energy on
whatever s causing their stress,
which gives them a better chance to
recover. If a bird 1sn’t eating weli,
we give it spray miller and ground
up Nutriberries {a Lafeber product),
both of which cur finches adore, but
which tend 1o be costly. Finally, we
quarantine all incoming birds in a
separate room for one to two
meonths, where they are treated for
possible parasites with a preventive
dose of Ivermectin or Carbaryl, We
check for signs of illness each day -
puffiness, listlessness, loss of song,
ete. If a bird does get sick, we have
several reputable avian vets nearby,
Unfortunately, many veterinarians
do not have much experience with
finches. You may be able to get bet-
ter advice from an experienced
breeder.

Sometimes our finches develop
overgrown beaks and claws which
need to be clipped.

BREEDING

For our breeding birds, we use
30" and 36" cages. aswellas 410 6
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foot aviaries for groups of mixed
species, 1n general, we place one
breeding pair in each cage, and one
pair of a few different species in the
aviaries. We are as careful as possi-
ble to put together unrelated pairs, as
breeding related birds can often lead
to all kinds of problems with the
young, We wait until

material, our birds prefer to use very
fine hay as well as seeding grasses,
burtap fiber and coconut fiber. We
try to let all our breeding pairs raise
their own young, but if they are un-
willing, we use Society finches as
foster parents. After three clutches
we transfer our breeding pairs to 10
foot resting aviaries

our birds are between
seven and nine momths
before we breed them,
and we make sure they
are not moiting when
we pui them together,
Finches should not be
allowed to breed when
they are moliing, as it

Finches should not
be alfowed to
breed when they
are molting, as it
puts too great a
strain on them.

** in a separate room.
We find that our

breeding birds con-
suine large amounts
of rearing foods when
they are raising their
young, s0 we make
sure they have

.. eggfood available 10

PUES TO0 great & strain
on them,

We cover our cages and aviaries
with fine hay and pire boughs, and
we also use hay as bedding, The
sides of the cages and aviaries are
covered with burlap. This provides
a secure breeding environment where
the birds are not easily frightened,
Inside the cages and aviaries, we
piace white pine and cedar branches,
as well as lots of artificial foliage
and colorful artificial flowers. We
find that it is particularly important
to aeach artificial foliage to each
nest, especially near the nest open-
ing. We try to create an envir-
omment where we can not see the
birds when they are in their nests.
The central part of the cages and avi-
aries we leave open to give the birds
room o fly,

For nests we use wicker baskets,
grass baskets and wooden boxes, de-
pending on the species. As Resting

 thewm throughout the
day, and sprouted sceds overmight,
Since both eggfood and sprouts are
highty perishable and can easily
cause infections if they spoil, we are
carefud to keep them fresh, The light
in our breeding room is very bright,
with timers set for fourteen hours a
day, and we play music for the birds
which they seem to enjoy.

READING

Here are some publishing com-
panies that have interesting collec-
tions of avian books. You can wiite
to them for their book Jists.

Avian Pyublicasions

1653 Briardaie Road
Minneapolis, MN 55432
(800} 577-BIRD
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Audubon Publishing Company
1 Giamore Count

Smithtown, NY 11787

(516} 979-7962

Barron’s Educational Series
250 Wireless Blvd.
Hauppauge, NY 11788

SUPPLIES

Nogshore Pets

6350 Bennets Road

Elk Grove Village, EL 60007

Phone: 1-800-245-6732

- seeds

- Lafeber’s finch granules and
Nutriberries

- cuitlebone

- gt

Grubco

P.(3. Box 15001

Hamilton, OH 05015

Phone: 1-800-222.3563

~  mealworms, waxworms, fly
larva

Cockerum Oregon Insects Corp.

P.O. Box 714

Tillamook, OR 97141

Phone: (503) 842-3988

- live fly larvae and dried
ground fly larvae

- Skipio’s eggmeal and soya
ARISCE

Pet Warchouse

Dept. ACB- 122

P.O. Box 20250
Dayton, OH 45420
Phoue: 1-800-443.1160

- Prime vitamin-mineral
supplement

Sunshine Bird Supphies

£.0. Box 650934

Miami, FL 33265

Phone: 1-800-878-2666

- Cebe Eggfood

- CeDe Mix

- organically grown spray mille:

Swelland's Cage & Supply Co.

1414 Barnett Road

Ramona, CA 92065

Phone: 1-800-662-2089

- cages and aviaries

- rolls of wire mesh for home-
made cages

Any General Electric wholesale
distributor should have GE
Chroma-30 lights, and pet
stores have Vitalites,

We wish you the best of juck
with your birds, We love to ralk
about birds and we are always open
to new ideas, so please call us with
questions or suggestions anytime.

Lainey Claflin & John Bikales
Grassiands Exotic Finches
226 Ash Sereet

Weston, MA 02193

(617) 891-4056

Part Two, concluding g series. The
previous insigliment appeared in the Sep/Ocr
1995 issue of 'The NFSS BuHetin,
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Breeding European Finches
The European
Siskin

Carduelis spini
by Tim Roche
Towshoury, Massachusetts

A joy 10 behold in any aviary.
the Siskin is an extremely popular
bird amongst European aviculturists.
1ts friendly and acrobatic behavior is
now beginning to win it admirers on
this side of the Atlantic. Being pert
and small (4%2" average), lends to
the bird's appeal. The cock is over-
all green in appearance with yellow
on the face, hreast and romp areas,
and yellow wing and tail bars.
Sereaking on the back and flanks and
4 black cap and hih under the beak
complete the picture of a sharp look-
ing little bird. The hen is more
grayish looking, with lighter wing
and tail bars, more streaking overall
and lacks the hlack cap and bib.

Siskins can be hred in either
cage or aviary, with best results
prohably obtained in the latter,
where colony hreeding can be
achieved provided more hens than
cocks are kept.  Conditioning should
commence with the feeding of 2
soaked mixture of small sunflower
and safflower, mixed millets and niv
ger seeds. A basic hard seed mixture
of canary, rape, white millet with a
little niger and linseed is adequate.

Natnural spruce or conifer
branches should be fixed around the
aviary at head level or above with

canary wicker type baskets affixed
thereto. As the cock comes into con-
dition. he will follow the hen around
raising his black "crest® and drop-
ping his wings while uttering his
creaking song. Once she accepis
him. the hen wili construct a small
neat niest of moss, fine grasses and
rootlets, lined with hair and feathers.
Three to five blue speckled eggs will
follow. which should hatch after an
incubation period of 12 or 13 days.

Although primarily & seed eater.
the Siskin will need small live food
in the carly stages to saccessfully
rear its young. Fruit flies, green fly,
butfalo worms and mini-meal
worms, along with an egp food/soak
seed mixture witl form the basis of
the rearing foods. Siskins also enjoy
picking over green food and will
sample anything offered. Young
birds which resemble the female, but
are rouch more streaked, will tend w©
leave the nest at around two weeks of
age and create a pretty family picture
as they perch side by side waiting to
be fed. The chicks are self support-
ing at about 25-28 days old and
should be removed as they tend to be
a muisance to their parents who at
this time will be commencing with
the second brood.

Aviary«kept Siskias are fit, ac~
tive hirds. Cage-kept Siskins should
be monitored for obesity with Himits
placed on the arnount of oil seeds
such as niger, linseed and sunflower,
There is no greater joy than to enter
their guarters and have these little
birds alight on you, waiting for their
sunflower treats. A bird for the en-

thusiast, the Siskin will be a compan-
font to s owner for many years,
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Warmth is not just Comfort, it's Survivall

Cool room temperatures may stress your birds. This particularly true
of weaning babies, nesting birds or birds that are ill. Be prepared for
climate and heaith emergencies. infrared heating will allow you to
provide nurturing warmth just for your birds while the rest of the family
stays comfortable.

PEARLCO™ INFRARED ELEMENTS

« Natural Sun-Like Heat Source. Emits NO Light
« Shatler & Splash Resistant

* 50,100,150 and 250 Watt Sizes

+Up To 10,000 Hour Life

ENERJDY” INFRARED HEAT PANELS o

* Gentle Radiant Heal. Emits NO Light

+ Only 1 inch thick, Weighs Ounces

+ Includes; Line Cord, Swiich, On Indicator

o 7x42% 35W, 12247 100W, 18°x24°150W

BREEDER'S SUPPLIES

* Pipettes - Easy to use & Sanitary. Small (1.5cc) Size available.

» “0"-Ring Syringes - 1c¢, 3ce, Sce, 10ce, 20cc, 80ce, 100cc.

* NutriBiotic™ Citrus Extract - Prevents Sprout Mold & Souring.

+» Oxyfresh™ Cleaning Products - Safe and effective cleaning
and disinfecting. Purchase heips |ARF research projects.

* Nets - Six Slzes Available.

+ Nutritiorial Suppiements « Dimmers

« Lamp Holders » Thermometers

« Vita-Lites ——————— » Nets
To Order Call:
it P m 3o: ;:5 1013
P.O. Box 329 A\”TECH ( , -
FrazierPark CA 93225 :xoric mince FAX: (B0S5) 245-1336
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A Gouldian
Challenge

by Luis Garcia
Coloracks Springs, Colorado

As 1 read the article writen by
Levian H. Tilghman in The NFSS
Butletin {May-fune 1995 issue) enti-
tled "Gouldian Malaise”, 1 found
myself getting pretty upset that
someone that has never kept or
raised Gouldian finches could write
an article about a bird they know
nothiag about. The more 1 read the
article, the more 1 was convinced
that Mr. Tiighman did not know
what he was talking about; as |
quote, " Gouldians are certainly not
rare and are very easily bred”, then
he goes on to say, "Gouldians are of-
ten poor parents, Some strains con-
sistently fail to rear their own
young.” As you can see above, he
contradices himself.

However as a Gouldian breeder,
I do have 10 agree with him on one
point. When a bird does become
more domesticated, the price drops.
However the Gouldian finch seems
to be the exception. You see, unlike
the Japanese that raised the Gouldian
in guantities 1o send to the whole
world, mose of us true Gouldian
breeders here in the U. 8. have dedi-
cated ourselves 10 breeding the
Gouldian for quality. We have had
t0 work with the birds that we
bought from the Japanese and have
made the Gouldian bigger, stronger

and even made it more prone o rais-
ing its own young. The evidence of
this is seen every year at any bird
show.

If you think that the prices for
the Gouldian finch and its mutations
are high now, wait and see. If the
Australians can find out why the
Gouldian finch is decreasing in the
wilds of Australia, and we the
Gouldian breeders have to supply
birds for reintroduction - just like the
Black Hooded Red Siskin - the price
of the normals, especially the black
headed Gouldians will double or
triple.

The challenge

However, o you, Levin, this
may not matter. and as | read your
article H seems 1o me that you want
Gouldians but do not wane to pay the
price for them. So in return, [ offer
you a challenge. 1 will supply you
with two pairs of parent-raised
Gouldian finches for you to keep and
breed, free of charge. All you have
to do is pay the freight bill, and in
return you must keep and raise the
Gouldians for three years and supply
me and the NFSS editor with a pro-
gress report for publishing every six
months, to let all of us know how
you are doing with them,

[ figure writing about birds that
vou know nothing about is easy;
however, raising them is another
story. So if you are interested and
up to this challenge call me at (719)
630-8483 or write to: Luds Garcia
1345 Edith Lane, Colo. Springs,
CO. 80909, &
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More on the genetics of the Gould
The Blue Back Gouldian

by Luls Gorcia
Codorado Springs, Colorado

Since the writing of the articles,
"The Yellow Body Gouldian Gene”
(Sep/Oct 1994 1ssue of The NFSS
Bulletin) and " A Gouldian Breeders
Tips" (Mar/Apr 1995 issue), my
pbone and mail box have not had a
day of rest from NFSS members
wanting (o find out more about the
Gouldian finch and its mutations.
The calls and leters have come from
all over the U.S. and several coun-
tries, both in Spanish and Engiish.
Most of the people whoe call or write,
thank me for the articles and want to
know if 1 would write an aricle on
the genetics of the blue back
Gouldian. Well, here it is.

The biue back Gouldian - 1 call
it 4 blue back, rather than blue body
because only the back of the bird is
blue. This is unlike the yellow body
Gouldian which has both its back
and underside yellow, The biue
back mutation is recessive, and if a
blue back is paired to a normal
green, all of the young will be green,
but carry the blue gene; in other
words, be split 1o blue. The only
way to produce any blue back from
these young would be to pair the
split to blue back to another split to
blue back.

Description- the blue back is
Just like the normal green Gouldian
except that all of the green bas been
replaced by the color blue, and the
under side, which is veliow on the
normal, is now a creamy light tan or
a 1ich buff color depending on the
chest color of the bird. Anything
that is black, such as the wings, tail,
penctl line and black bib stay the
same.

‘The head colors for the black
lead and the yellow head stay about
the same as those of the normal:
however, the red head changes from
red to a light cream color or a light
rose, Most people call this head
color "white”, including the authors
of A Guide to ....Gouldian Finches
their management, care & breeding,
on pages 52 and 53. The bird which
is pictured on these pages is actuaily
a red beaded lilac breasted blue back
cock, not 2 white beaded lilac
breasted blue back,

The blue back comes in ail chest
colors, just like the normals, The
reason wby this bird is blue is be-
cause it cannot produce luting or yel-
low on its body, except for the
yellow of the head. This mutation is
not affected by the chest color, as is
the yellow body. For example, a yel-
fow body cock can be yellow body
or dilute body in the single factor
yellow, depending on its chest color.
Also unlike the yeilow body, this
nrstation is not sex-linked.
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The biue gene can be passed on to Hs young by both parents. What fol-
lows are breeding tables, compiled from results that 1 have achieved with my
very own birds. ln the mbles following, Normal means a Normal Green Bird,
Also, any normal bird whben paired to any blue back will always produce split
to blue back young, no matter what chest color the parents are,

Blue Back Cock or Hen
A) x Normal

1) 50% Normal split to blue cocks
2) 50% Normal split to blue hens

B) x Normal split to blue

1) 25% Normal split to blue cocks
2} 25% Blue cocks

3y 25% Normal split to blue hens
4} 25% Blue hens

) x Biue back

1) 50% Blue cocks
2) 50% Blue hens

Split to Blue Back Cock or Hen
A) x Normal

1} 25% Normal cocks

2} 25% Split to blue cocks
3} 25% Normal hens

4) 25% Split to biue hens

B) x Normal split to blue

1)12.5 % Blue cocks

2} 25% Split to blue cocks
3) 12.5% Normal cocks
4) 12.5% Blue hens

5) 25% Split eo blue hens
6} 12.5% Normal hens
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Finch Medicine
Update

Part Four
by Lourse Bauck
Hagerr Aviculturs! Resaarch institute
Ringoes, New Jersey

NUTRITIONAL DISEASES

X: i rare to see a breeder's bird
with a clinically recognized nutri-
tional deficiency or problem, al-
though undoubtedly there are
subclinical problems out there. Maay
poor pet finches eke out an exisence
on seed and water bue veterinarians,
aviculturists, pet retailers and food

N R T S

manufacturers have made this mach
less common than it once was. At the
Hagen Avicaltural Research Insti-
aute, we keep a wide variety of old
world and Australian finches on a
millet based seed mix (panicum,
golden german, red, white, others)
with canary, niger, rape and poppy
available also. Some of the millet is
halled and a dressing agent carries a
vitamin and mineral premix onto this
seed, as we have found it is preety
rare for finches to eat fortified pellets
if seed is available. But they will eat
the fortified seed. (This finch mix is
called Hagen VME Finch). Formu-
lated (pelleted) finch diets are excel-
tent and [ have personally raised
several generations of Javas on a

100 % formulated dier. However
they are poorly accepted as a sole
diet by many of the smaller finches,

The Blue Back Gouldian, continued
{) x Bilue back

1) 25% Blue cocks

2y 25% Split to bhue cocks
3y 25% Blue Hens

4y 25% Split 10 blue hens

These are all of the possible pairing for the blue back Gouldian. Any of
these pairings will work with either a blue cock or a blue hen. If you have any
questions about any of these pairings, feel free to call me at (719) 630-8483

or write 10:

Luis Garcia
13458 Edith Lane

Colorado Springs, Colorade 80909
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and are rarely taken {o any extent
when offered side-by-side or mixed
in. An inportant exception might be
the breeding season. Greens as men-
tioned above are available to our
finches daily. When eggs or chicks
are present, baby mealworms and a
hard-boiled egg mix (sieved egg
mixed with our crushed psittacine
breeding diet) are made available,
and a vitamin/mineral/amino
actdrbeneficial bacteria {factobacil-
Tus) supplement is also added
{"Prime"}). Year-round, microwaved
crushed egg shells and our own im-
ported (mercury free} oystershell is
offered instead of guariz grit. Ant
iarvae are given when available. The
egg/Tropican mix is also given once
weekly during the off season. Most
of the finches drink from water bot-
tles which are cleaned daily.

Egg binding

Egg binding is an artificially in-
duced nutritional disease in most in-
stances, Le. it is linked 1o excessive
egg laying. Wild finches mate and
lay a fertile clutch and that's that,
but in captivity for many reasons a
larger number of eggs are laid. Even
on a good diet a finch may have
problems with calcium, phospho-
rous, vitamin D3 or all three. If you
can, put the finches under full spec-
trum light (we use Hagen Life Glo
fluorescent full spectrum tubes). of-
fer a D3 supplement (ours is Prime)
and supply several different calcium

sources (but aveid bone meal as it is
too high in phosphoreus). Calcinm
carbonate sources include minerat
blocks, cuttlebone, and oyster shell,
Calctum gluconate is also available
in tablet form or in Prime, Calcium
lactate can also be purchased in tab-
lets. Natural food sources popular
with finches include spinach and
broccoli. Crushed egg shells and
oystershell are also good calcium
sources (always cook the egg shells
in a microwave for 30 to 60
seconds).

Acmeiy egg bound finches need
INJECTABLE calcium and often
oxytocis. as well as high heat and
humidity. Egg bound finches may be
recognized by their fluffed up and
sleepy appearance, a history of egg
laving, and frequently an egg is pal-
pable in the abdomen. This is a erue
emergency. A short time after the in-
jections, an attempt may be made to
extrude the egg (milking it down
with mild lateral pressure), or in se-
vere cases, percutaneous aspiration
may be performed by the veterinar-
ian (the egg contents are withdrawn
through the abdominal wall),

Part Four. concluding a series. Dr.
Bauck was a speaker at the 1994 AFA Con-
vention in Knoxville, Tennessee. and the in-
Jormation here is included in the 4.F.4.
Annual Conference Procesdings f re-
printed here with her kind permission.

Previous instalimenis appeared in the
Tan/Feb 1995. Mar/dpr 1993 and May/lune
1985 issues of The NFSS Bulletin.

<
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Showing the Combassou Finch

by Dade Laid
Winter Park, Florida

I showed two Combassous un-

der eighe different judges this show
season with mixed results. One of
the Combassous was on the top
bench several times but the other one
was consistently being put down be-
cause it appeared to be either coming
into condition or going out due to
the brown edges on the wings. Of
the eight judges who saw them, one
knew they are two different species.
The leg color shouid have given the
rest of the judges a clue.

There are three species generally
kept in captivity: Steel-Biue Combas-
sou {Hypochera chalybeata
amauropteryx), Purple Combassou
(Hypochera purpurascensy, Black
Combassou (Hypochera funereaj.

The Steel-Blue Combassou’s
black feathers have a steel blue sheen

to them. The primary wing feathers
are edged with brown, the legs and
beak are red. Those from the Nogth-
western area of their range have a
white beak and red legs.

The Purple Combassou’s feath-
ers are glossy black with a matt
sheen to them. The primary wing
feathers are solid brown, the legs and
beak are white to pinkish white.

The Black Combussou 1S uni-
formby black with a white bill and
reddish legs. Some local variances
include orange legs.

Hopefully at future shows the
Steel-Blue and Purpie Combassofis
with their brows wings will have an
equal chance with their cousin, the
solid black Black Combassou.

Reference:

Laubscher, Cyril, "Combassous &
Fire Finches: a Breeding Challenge”,
Canary and Finch Journal, 31d
Quarter 1990,

ESTRILDIAN

he Bstrildian is an orgithological
journal produced for the pur
pose of relating the most up to

date information on all species
belonging o the family Bsirildidae

Augstralian finches . The avicuifurist and

the scientist have much to offer
. each other and the ESTRILDIAN
'+ brings together like- minded
» enthusiasts from around the

both in the wild and in captivity. : “world. coniribating towerds keep-
Within its 124 species are all of the ing the interest in this most fascinating

Waxbills. Parrot-finches, Manniking and  family of birds vibrantly active.

12 months subscription is £15; Overseas £20 © 18 A~ $40, CANADA-$50 personal cheque accepted
or for more information write to 'ESTRILDID FOREM'
10, Gable Terrace, Wheatley Hill, County Durham. DH6 3T,

ENGEAND
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Living With Softbills!
Photos from the NFSS Scrapbook

A breeding Blue.gray Tanager owned
by Phii & Denise Barth,

Deerfieid Beach, FL

Photo by Martha Wigrmnore

Denise Barth feeding
her Leafbird

Banded Jave Hill Mynahs raised by
Lynda Scott, Naples, Fl
Photo by Sie Mowse

Feeding Shelf at
Phil & Denise Barth's
Photo by Martha Wigmore
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Breeding Dybowski Twinspots in

Cage and Aviary

by Geoff Joyner

Reprintod from "The Waxhill”

A Publication of

The Waxbi Finch Society, England
Mo. 2 1994/95

The Dyhowski Twinspot looks
more Hike the shape of the ¢common
Fire Finch than the Twinspots,

They have a justifiable bad repu-
tation for bullying each other, with
the cocks being particularly vicious
1o the hens who are not in Rill breed-
ing condition. gven w the extent of
killing them if the breeder is not
around 1o stop it. So i was with
great caution [ started 10 introduce a
prospective breeding pair to each
other on the 20th May. They were
put in a double breeding cage with a
twilweld wire partition between them
so they could see each other but not
touch as the introduction was going
10 be gradual. The slide stayed in
ptace for a period of 14 days. during
which time the pair were put io-
gether the first day - {5 minutes. sec-
ond day - 30 minutes, third day - 1
hiour, and then an hour niore each
day, with the slide being returned af-
ter each period, until on the 2ad June
they were left together fully.

1t was the 3rd of June and the
weather forecast was stable for a few
days so { caught up the pair and took
them 1o thetr planted flight as early
as possible o allow ample time for

them 10 get used to their new sar-
roundings. The flight was 9ft long
by 6ft wide and just over 6ft high,
heavily planted with Russian Vine
Cotoneaster bushes and 2 few small
bushy fir trees. The floor was of
earth and the roof and back were
covered with corex sheeting. A
large box covered with mesh con-
tained bananas, sugar and a pinch of
yeast to attract fruit flies, and lawn
cuttings were heaped in one cormer
for the birds to pick over for insects,
The oaly other pair of birds in the
fiight were a pair of Lavender
Waxbills,

Settling down

The Dybowskis pair seemed to
settle down well. The cock oniy oc-
casionally pursued the hen, who was
able to hide from his amorous atien-
tions if the need arose by vanishing
into some of the thickly covering
Russian Vine, The cock mostly sang
and displayed 10 her for the next few
days while the bond became stronger
between them as they searched the
flight for insects and nesting sites,
The pair started 1o call 1 each other
and the call would be returned. On
Fune 8th the cock was seen carrying
nesting material 1o 2 location on the
back wall of the flight. There was a
half open-fronted nest box fixed
there and wedged between this and
the main stem of the Russian Vine
was a nest under construction. This
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was completed by June 14th and then
all activity ceased,

On fune 2Gth a2 new nesting Site
was chosen by the pair in 2 Co-
toneaster bush right by the flight
door entrance. 1 removed the nest,
but undaunted they started to rebuild
straight away, | removed the second
agternpt to nest, and

above, in contrast, ten days iater,
they would enter and leave the nest
in full view of cats/dogs or any of
the family.

Seemingly the need for secrecy
had passed. By July 25th the hen
and cock were seen off the nest for
short periods. together feeding on in-

sects and large

as they started s
again { was forced
10 move the bush.
As if sulking. all
activity ceased
again, On July 7th
[ saw the hen fly
out of the Russian
Vine near the firs
location. Qun
checking. | found
that the nest had

! found that the nest
had been completed
with hay, moss,
coconut fiber, leaves
and feathers with a
very small entrance
hole about 1/27 in
diameter at the front

R RS . quaﬂ{tties Gf panj_
cum midiet, then
one orf the other
would return to feed
and brood the
young. Came July
3Gth and the pair
were entering the
nest alternatively
every 30 to 45 min-
utes, to feed the 10
day old young and

beea completed
with hay, moss, co-
conut fiber, leaves and feathers with
a very small entrance hole about /2"
in diameter at the front of the giobu-
iar nest. There was hardly room,
you would think, for a bird their size
10 squeeze in. On closer inspection
the nest contained four white eggs.
The pair started to incubate the fol-
lowing day, 8th July, with the cock
amt the hen sitting alternately in the
day time, the hen zlone at night,

On huly 20th, some 13 days af-

ter incubation started, each adult bird

was seen faking quantities of
Waxworm/Whiteworm and Buffalo
wonns, They were both very cau-
tious at this stage when entering and
feaving the nest, choosing to take 2
round-about route along a timber
support at the back of the fhight

at this stage the par-
enis roosted away-
from: the pest on their favorite cross-
member under the shelter of the Rus-
sian Vine, The next day the feeding
continued every hour but the brood-
ing was over,

First fledgling

At 18 days oid on August 6th
the first chick fledged and emerged.
That was followed by two more the
next day, the fourth egg not having
hatched. Once fledged, the youug
never returned to the nest but roosted
with pareats low down on a branch
of the Russian Vine at the back of
the flight, On the 11th August, 3
days afier fledging. although still be-
g fed. the young were seen picking
over the food on the feeding station,
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By August 22ad. 14 days after fledg-
ing. the young were independent.

On August 23st T went up the
garden at first light to put fresh wa-
ter in the flight. and on checking
around could not see the cock Dy-
bowski. | went to attend the other
flights and on returning checked
again but still had no sight of him.
The morning passed and stll he did
not appear, $0 1 went into the fliglt
0 search for hin.

A new nest site

Earlier in this article ! men-
tioued the mound of grass cutiings i
the corner for the hirds o plek over
for insecss. As | gor close a bird
shog out from the mound—yes it was
the cock Dybowski. On inspecting
the mound closely. a section had
been scooped at ground level. The
nest was constructed with hay, moss.
coconut fiber and leaves and lined
with feathers and i contained 4
white eggs. 1 beat a hasey retreat and
within 10 minutes the cock was back
on the eggs. 1 then went in again
and as quickly as possible caught up
the 3 young from the first round.
Thank goodness the cock sat tight.

As it transpired, that day must
have been the start of 1rcubation.
Exactly 13 days later, again from the
start of incubation;, on September
2nd faimnt cheeping could be hieard
from the nest.

On the 15th day after hatching,
on September 16th ali 4 chicks feft
the nest. This was 3 days before
they were due to fledge. The reason [
thought for their early fledging was

that the nest being on the ground, as
opposed to being in a bush above the
ground. allowed the tnquisitive
young to follow the parents out by
Jjust walking out instead of buiiding
up courage to fly. I noticed that the
4th chick was weak and a very poor
flier, and over the next couple of
weeks did not grow like the others.
and on Gciober 5th sadly this voung-
ster was dead on the flight floor.

On the 4th and 5th of October.
¢he aduits had made 3 starts at nest
building which regretfully | had to
destroy due to the lateness of the
year. Prior to transferring them and
their young o the birdroon: for the
winger on October 6th they even ar
tempted (o huild again. 1 thoughs
that if they were keen | would try to
copy their 1est focation in a smal
flight in the birdroom.

The move indoors

So I made ready the internal
flight with a few stems of fir bushes
and a nest basket hooked on the wire
about 8 to 10 inches off the floor
{ves. I did measure the distance off
the floor with a ruler and transferred
the measurements to the birdroom -
what dedication!!} This was the bas-
ket they had started to build in out in
the flight so the material that they
had put in 1t was left, and more
given to them heaped on the floor of
the flight.

Now as many of us breeders
know, the normal sieation you
woukld expect would be for the pair
to moult and forget breeding once re-
moved from their breeding



Nov—Pec 1995

29

surroundings, bat that's another of
the fan things about this hobby, the
unexpected. The pair were put into
the flight and within 2 bours were
busily building in the basket. On
Qctober 14th the pair started incubat-
ing again just 8 days after being re-
moved from the outside flight.

apparent to either bird I let it
continue,

So 1o conclude, the pair had fed
additional spiders added to the in-
door flight diet of waxworms, wbite-
worms, buffaloworms, flour beetle
Iarvae, {thanks 1o Chris Glanfield)
and fruit flies as insectivorous diet,

On the 27th Oc- plus a lot of panicum
tober the chicks S aress Inillet and some
hatcbed and on the mixed millet.
28th were heard call- the song . . . The 4 rounds
ing, quantity un- it has to be contained a total of
known., Onthe 1ith heard to be 17 eggs — | clear, §
November the first 2 believed — it is chick died before
chicks fledged fol- superb fledging, and I chick
towed by 2 more on ' died after fledging.

the 12th, On the

One dizd in outside

i8th the young were

seen nibbling food and this coincided
with the adults stanting to build
again, This time a freestanding nest
was built in some cut fir branches
stapied to the back wall of the flight.
On the 25th November, 15 days after
fledging, the young were removed
from the flight, and on the same
night the adults commenced sitting
again, On the 27th December, 4
more chicks {ledged. The 5th
youngster was dragged from the nest
the following day, already dead for a
couple of days. | disposed of it
quickly.

The cock bird was removed
from the family on the 2nd January
{0 Stop any more nests, the ben being
left to do any last feeding necessary.
I would not normally expect or ask
for any more than 3 rounds from a
pair, but they had caught me out
with their eagerness to go down the
4th time, and as no distress wis

factlities, one died in
inside facilities. A total of 14 chicks
raised in all. The split was 6 raised
outside and 8 reared inside. Average
batching time was 13 days, average
time from egg batching 1o independ-
ence was 29 days. Average moulting
out into adult plumage was 67 days
from hatching, and 38 days from
fledging.

"The hen rested from 17th Janu-
ary onwards, and like the cock bird,
will ot be paired up before the end
of May or until fully fit. Both birds
went through their respective moults
by the beginning of February. |
bope these details belp anyone who
wishes to try breeding these beautiful
birds.

The last thing, but no means the
ieast, is the song. It has to be beard
te be believed — it is superb.

March 27, 1994
>
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Flocking Together...

A reader has the following question for the
NFSS membership.

«* 1 am having a difficult time acquiring information about the
less common species of parrot finches. | am quite familiar with the
readily available:
Red-headed parrot finch (Eryrhrura psittacea)
Bhlue-faced parrot finch (Ervehrura t. thricroa)
Pin-tailed parrot finch (Erythrurg p. prasing)
There is little information however on some of the more exotic
species. The following list contains some of the names [ was able
te compile with what may be their scientific name, Some of these
nares may be incorrect or duplicated, others may e missing.
Coloria parrot finelk (Ervthrura coloris)
Forbes parroe finch (Erythrura }
Royal parrot finch (Erythrura cvaneifrons regia)
Peale's parrot finch (Erythrura cyaneifrons pealii)
Bamboo parrot finch (Erythrura hyperythra)
Are there NFSS members who have a particalar interest in the
Erythrurg genus and have avicultural information on the various
species? Your help would be appreciated.
Marc ], Riva
303 Elite Count
Oshawa, Ontario, Canada L1 7V3
fax (903) 436.9872

A response from the Editor;

< Three sources mentioned in the Bulletin come readily to mind:
I}  The wonderful 1993 book. Finches and Sparrows: An ldenti-
fication Guide by Peter Clement, Alan Harris and John Davis.

2} The newly formed Waxbill-Parrot Finch Society memtioned
in the Sep/Oct 1995 issue of The NFSS Bulletin.

3) The British periodical The Estrildian, ksted in the Bulletin's
inernational correspondents section,

We look forward 10 hearing from our readers abous their experi-
ences with these birds.




OFFICIAL NFSS BALLOT
FOR 1996/97 TERM

This election is for the two year term, 1996 and 1997, The line beneath each
set of nominees may be used for write-in’s. Please place a check in the space to
the right of the name you are voting for. These are secret baliots. Do NOT in-
clude your name or NF8S membership number. Each member should vote for
cach of the first ten (10) positions below. On the right half of the ballot cast
ONLY ONE vote for Regional Vice President, ONLY in the region in
which you live.

President Frank Hudson -
Ist Vice President Charles Anchor -
2nd Vice President Kenneth Tidwel

Robert Petrie _
3rd Vice President
4th Vice President Pr. Al Decoteaa

Membership Director Lynda Bakuia
Asnnette Howard

Executive Secretary Patrick Vance
Jackie Civitarese

Treasurer Miki Sparzak

1Leg Band Secretary Eifeen Laird

L iaison Officer Jerry McCawley




OFFICIAL NFSS BALLOT
FOR 1996/97 TERM

FOR REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT:

Cast ONLY ONE vote for Regional Vice President,
ONLY in the region in which you live.

Region One (Northeast) Kris Kroner

Region Two (Southeast)  Dale Laird

Region Three Tom Rood
(Mid-Central & Foreign}

Region Four (Mid-West})  Clarence Cubwell

Region Five (Mountain) Julie Kern

Region Six (Pacific Coast) Cathy Knight

Region Seven {Caribbean) Rich "Suashine”
Morales

This ballot has been printed in the center position in this issue of the Bulletin
so that you can easily remove it from the staples without damaging your
Bulietin.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND MAIL THIS BALLOT TODAY!

Mail 10 our VIP Vote Tabulator:

Ms. Nancy Reed - NFSS Ballot
169 Stage Coach Rd.
Windsor, CT 66095.1249

YOTING DEADLINE: Bailots must be received by FEBRUARY 1., 1996,
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Breeding the

Java Sparrow or
Rice Bird

Padda oryzgvora

by Barbara Ppsnanski,
Greater Brandon Avisn Society
Brandon, Florida

Java Sparrows, aiso called Java
Finches, Rice Finches, and Rice
Birds, to name a few, inhabit the rice
aud bamboo fields in Java. Bali and
vanous [ndonesian istands. They are
communal birds. and are often seen
in farge flocks. Despite their behav-
ior in the wild, 1 do not colony breed
any of my birds. 1 believe breeding
. is enhanced by using individual
cages for each pair. Java's can be
nasey licele birds when in breeding
sHuations.

1 find sexing Java's on beak
characteristics a bit frustrating. The
manre male's beak usually 1s wider
at the base, brighter ved and has a
slight hump to it. The female’s beak
usually ts somewhat narrower with a
sharper angle at the tip and is paler
in color. 1 usually patiently wait un-
til I hear singing. They have a de-
lightful song and only the male
sings.

For breeding, 1 use a 24x18x18
irch cage, constructed from 1/2 x
142 inch 16 gange wire with a stan-
dard parakeet box attached outside. |
iine the bottom of the box with pine
shavings. The parents add whatever
they can, such as spray millet pieces,

Pied Java Rice Bird
Photo by Sandee Gregorich Peterson

uewspaper strips, small feathers, and
grass. Boxes may get so full of used
millet spray it's hard to find the ba-
bies. so | pull some out. Java
Finches are avid bathers and require
plenty of water, especially in the
warner sammer months.

My Javas are pieds, and they
have given me normal preds, cinna-
mouns, and whites. My clutches aver-
age ahout 6 babies, and I have heard
of up to 9 pabies per clutch from
other breeders. {ncubation ts from 13
to 15 days, and chicks hatch rapidly.
Java's are great parents, and 1've
never seen parental abuse of the ba-
bies. While they are feeding the
young (ap o 4 weeks in the box, and
7 10 10 days after fledging) adults
tove fresh corn on the ¢ob, romaine
lettuce, broceoll, Petamine {Kellogg)
or Nutra Care {Kaytee), spray millet
asd fortified finch seed. They ingest
a iot of cuttle bone. When they are
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All-Natural Pest
Control

by Hose Gianforrars
Bordita Springs, Florida

Troubled with roaches or in-
sects? Worried about chemical spray
residues? Then try a pest control that
is all-namrgl — a bay leaf.

Many ecologists say that this
household spice is helpful in repel-
ling roaches and insects. Reason: the
key substance in the leaf is cineole,
reportedly 98 % effective'in repelling
roaches. So. just put a bay leaf in the
area where you see unwanted insects
and the cineole is said to drive them
away - and keep them away. { also

put a piece of bay leaf in my nest
boxes.

For sugar ants and other varie-
ties of bugs you can make a bait of
2% oz. of corn syrup or honey and |
teaspoon of boric acid. Stir the two
ingredients together and melt the
mixture on the stove or in a micro-
wave oven. When the mixere cools,
stir in an equal amount of water,
then put small amounts of the result-
ing bait into plastic coffee can lids,
bottie caps or other small receptacies
and placed where our pets cannot get
at if. In owo weeks, the bugs will he
dead.

&>

Java Rice Bird, continued

not feeding young, I sprinkle . & M
eggshell on the Nutra Care.

Java's get their adult plumage at
about 4 months and can be bred at
about 9 months to a year of age. They
are prolific, and will continue to
breed as long as a nest box is present.
I limit them to four clutches a year,
during the cooler months, preferably
between January and June. During the
resting period, Java's may be housed
in a large flight with budgies. Since
both are aggressive species, they
seem (o respect each other and they
get along well.

Severai years ago, | handfed
some Java babies that I pulled at 3
weeks, They are tame as long as their
wings are kept clipped. They do love
to pick at your eyes amf any marks
that are on your skin. But, hey,
they’re such a small bird, how bad
can they bite? They make a delightful
pet, and I recornmend them to
everyone!

3

This articie first appeared in the "Friends
of Feathers Newsletter™. Aprif 1995 fvol. 12
no. 43, published by the Greater Brandon
Avian Society. and is reprinted here with their
kind permission.
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From the judging circuit
Report of Judges
Clinic

Ft. Worth Bird Club Show,

Arlington, Texas
October 7, 1995

by Tom Rood. NFSS Panel Judge
: Shelbryvike, Binois

T was very anxious to travel (o

Texas to judge the Ft. Worth Bird
Club Show as [ knew that fellow
NFSS mentbers Clarence Culwell,
Gene & June Miller, Jim: Hulsey,
and Frank & Sandy Hudson would
be in astendance. Upon my arrival, |
was approached by Clarence Culwell
who was very anxious 10 "line up”
some birds and discuss them follow-
ing the judging.

I found a very nice entry of 109
birds entered in the show, and as
would be expected with the names
mentioned above, the quality of the
entries was ouistanding. The Austra-
lian section was very strong with 4
Australians making it to the Top
Bench.

Looking over the Zebras

Clarence and | enjoyed looking
over the Zebra Finch entries follow-
ing the judging. We discussed size,
type, and conformation of the Zebra
being exhibited at the present time as
compared to those 10 years ago. |
think alf those present agreed that we

spent the early days of "English” Ze-
bras worrying about size to the point
where many birds on exhibit were
"loppy ", for wamnt of 4 better word.
We are now concentrating on type
and conformation again,

Clarence had several interesting
colors on display that were exhibited
inthe A.O.V. Zebra classes, One
bird he exhibited in the class went on
{0 take 3rd Best Zebra. 1 think we
agreed that the A OV, section wil]
be seeing more entries in the near fu-
ture with many breeders now work-
ing on some of the newer colors.
Interestingly enough, there was only
one normal gray entered in the show.
A large class of 10 fawns were ex-
hibited with several different sizes
and body styles on display, We en-
joyed going through these fawns giv-
ing our opinions, Condition was
hurting this class of fawns at this
show and | think 2-3 weeks of “fin-
ishing off" will help them.

Gene Miller and 1 also discussed
the showing of pairs and agreed that
2 birds of the same color mutation
should make up an exhibition pair,
We aiso discussed pairs acting like a
pair when being exhibited. Not nec-
essarily courting or displaying to
each other, but feeling comfortable
together in the cage—not fighting,
chasing one another, or cowering on
the floor of the cage.

I: vas also brought to our atten-

tion that the Ft. Worth club mighe
want to change one of the ¢lasses in
their present catalog. Tri-Color
Nuns are presently exhibired in the
African section racher than the Indo-
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The National Finch and Softbill Society

Region NEWS

News from
Region 2: Southeast

Dale Laird - Regional V.P.

The Region 2 general membership meeting was hosted by the Exotic
Bird Club of Florida in Palm Bay, Florida on November 4, 1995 in conjunc-
tion with their anpual bird show. The show was judged by NFSS Ist Vice
President. Tom Rood. The winner was a 1994 Java Rice Bird shown by Dale
& Eileen Laird. followed by the first place Softbill, a Silver Eared Mesia,
shown by Phil & Denise Barth. Seven exhibitors entered 70 birds to round out
the field.

During the show Dale Laird attended a NFSS booth which included a
display board, several birds, NFSS literature, FINCHSHOP items, and the
continual running of the NESS video "Introduction to Finches and Softbills”.

Dale & Eileen Laird donated a trio of Spice Finches and an Audubon
Bird Book which were raffled at the membership meeting raising $67.00 for
NFS$S. (This was added to the $26.00 raised earlier in the year selling NFSS
items at the shows.) Mel Trentwedel won the Spice Finches and Phil Barth
won the Audubon book. Eighteen people attended the meeting. The agenda in-
cluded the bylaws vote, upcoming elections, input for the bird standards, the
importance of FINCHSAVE, and the 4th Quarter NFSS Board meeting at the
National Cage Bird Show in New Orleans,

@

o

Judges Clinic, continued

Pacific section as suggested by NESS.

All in alf, we had a very fruitful and enjoyable time discussing the birds
on display and came away with more knowledge as to how each other thought
about hreeding and exhibiting finches.

S
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Addition to
1994 Annual

Census

Piease 2dd e following re-

cord o the 1994 NFSS Aunnual
Census:

Participant: Mary Cahow {W1)
{715) 635-2978.

Common Names of Species:
Aurcra Finch, Gold-breasted Wax-
hill. Peari-hieaded Silverbill, and
Strawberry Finclu

See the JullAnug 1995 Issue for

the main results of the 1994 Census.

with an addition published in the
-Sep/Oct 1995 issue.

Invite a Friend

o
Join NFSS!

NFSS Bylaws
Revised

The Bylaws Revision published
in the September/October 1995 issue
of the Bulletin was approved by bal-
lot of the general membership. The
complete text of the approved new
Bylaws are as published in that issue.
iIf you are a new member of NFSS,
you may oxder a copy of the Sep/Oct
1993 issue through FINCHSHQP.

The Bylaws shouid be reprinted
sometime in 1996 with the publica-
ton of the 1996 Yearbook of The
NF&S Bullerin. called The NFSS
Hamdbook. which also will inclade
an index o the Bullerin'y articles, the
NESS Annuai Census. show classifi-
cations and much more!

Copies of the 1995 Handbook
are still available, with the fast Cen-
sus and a compiete index to all Bulle-
tin articles since 1984. {1t does
includes the out-dated Bylaws,
though). If you didn't catch it while
reading the Bulletin this year, The
NFSS Handbook was the July/August
1995 issue of the Bulletin. pulling
out of your regular bi-monthly issues
some key, and lengthy, Society in-
formation for you and publishing it
al} in one handy issue.

&



SAMPLE NFSS BALLOT
FOR 1996/97 TERM

This election is for the two year torm, 1996 and 1997, The line beneath each set of nominess may
be used for write-in's. O the Official balot please place a check in the space to the right of the
pame you are voting for. These are secret ballots. Do NOT include your name or NFSS member-
ship number. Each member should vote for cach of the first ten (10} positions below. Cast ONLY
ONE vote for Regional Vice President, ONLY in the region in which you live.

President Frank Hudson

15t Vice President Charles Anchor

2nd Vice Presidest Kenneth Tidwel
Robert Petrie

3rd Vice President

4th Vice President r. Af Decoteau

Membership Director Lynda Bakuia

Annette Howard

Executive Secretary Patrick Vance
Fackie Civitarese

[ETTTTTTPPFTTE

Treasurey
Leg Band Secretary Eiieen Laird
Liaison Officer Jerry McCawley

FOR REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT: Cast ONLY ONE vote for Regional Vice President,
ONLY in the region in which you live.

Repion One (Northeast) Kris Kroner
Region Two (Southeast) Diale Laird
Region Three Tom Rood
(Mid-Central & Foreign)
Region Four (Mid-West) Clarence Cujweli
Region Five {Mountain) Juiie Kern
Regioa Six (Pacific Coast} Cathy Knight
Region Seven (Cartbbean) Rick "Supshine”
Morzles -

‘The Offical ballot has been printed in the center position in this issue of the Bullerin.
DO NOT USE THIS SAMPLE BALLOT FOR VOTING.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND MAIL THE BALLOT TODAY!
Mail to our VIP Vote Tabulator:
Ms. Nancy Reed - NFSS Ballot
149 Stage Coack Rd.
Windsor, CT 06095-1249
YVOTING DEADLINE: Baflots must be veceived by FEBRUARY 1, 1996,
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Election of 1996/97 NFSS Board of

Directors
Candidates’ Biographies

For the Office of
President

Frank Hudson
Calvert, Texas

Frank Hudson is a native of
South Florida and a graduate of Flor-
ida Atlantic University. He moved to
Texas in the early 1970's and now
fives in Calvert. Texas, He is active
i1 his community and church. Frank
works as & banking consultant for a
Dallas-based firm.

Frank came 10 the breeding of
exotic finches after getting his start
1n Amerncan Singer canaries. Joined
by his wife, Sandy, Frank started
with finches about six vears ago after
seeing the lovely Gouldian finch dur-
ing a trip to Burope. After a lifetime
of interest in and raising many dif.
ferent types of birds, the Hudsons
became fascinated by the Australian
finches. :

After carly concentration: on the
Gouldian finch they have expanded
their aviary to inchude many different
types of finches and softbilis. Their
main area of interest now includes a
breeding program of Masked Grass
finches and Lilac Breasted Roilers.

After getting started in breeding.
they paturally started showing their
birds. Their Lilac-breasted Roiler,
Mrs. T., came in secomd at the

National Cage Bird Show in 1992
and was the recipient of the Kellogg
Trophy in 1993, The Hudsons have
been quite active at shows in the
southwest and have received the
Champion Exhibitor award in 1993
and 1994,

For the Office of

1st Vice President
Regional V.P. s/Education

Charles Anchor
Addison, Hlinois

I have been a member and a
Judige in NFSS almost from day one.

I have been involved with birds
all my life. My first cage bird show
was i 1959. Before that I kept

39

chickens and othier birds whichk { kept

along with cage birds unil 1990
Now I keep only cage birds.

1 have won four Keliogg tro-
phies at the National Cage Bird
Show along the way.

For the Office of

2nd Vice President
Publishing

Kennett Tidwell
The Woodlands, Texas
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Robert Petrie
Kansas Csty, Missouri

My name is Robert Petrie and 1
am a candidate for the 2nd Vice
President for NFSS. I hope you will
take a few moments and read a brief
biography about myself.

I have just been appointed to
serve as the Editor of The NFSS Bul-
letin beginping with the Jan/Feb
1996 issue.

[ have been a private avicultural-
ist for 16 years, I went to coliege at
fowa State University, studying Ani-
mal Ecology. After college T became
a zookeeper at the Kansas City Zoo
It what was then the bird depart-
ment. After five years working at the
zoo  was promoted to Animal Area
Supervisor over the Asian area of the
zoo. While working at the zoo, I had
the pleasure of working with a vast
array of bird species, including a lot
of rare and endangered ones. We
raised quite a few Bali Mynahs for
the SSP (Species Survival Plan) pro-
gram. During my school years and
while working at the zoo, | remained
a private aviculturalist. The last cou-
ple of years 1 have been concentrat-
ing on the African Estrildid finches.
I have had great success with this
group of birds, raising the typical
Goldbreasts, Fires, Cordon Bleus,
Strawberries, Red Heads, etc., and
several of the mannikin species. My
most noteworthy successes have been
with the reproduction of Red-ear,
Lavender, and Violet-eared Waxbills
and Quail Finches. These were all
parent-raised birds. Mid-September
of 1995, I resigned from my position

at the Kansas City Zoo in order to
work with my own collection
full-time.

I have never had the opportunity
10 prepare an entire publication, but 1
have had some articles printed.
‘These articles inchude seversl for the
Kansas City Zoo in various newslet-
ters and two in The NFSS Bulletin,
The two in the Bulletin were in the
Sep/Oct 1994 and Jan/Feb 19935 is.
sues. To me a great publication has a
few key clements. Number one is en-
tertainment. People will not look
forward to, read, and resubscribe if
they are not entertained. Not only is
the suhject matter important, but also
the writing style, The second most
important element is information,
The audience for The NFSS Bulletin
is one that requires constant new in-
formation. Appearance is also impor-
iant for a great publication. People
buy a certain brand of cola because
of the way they perceive it. Any
publication is the same. If the or-
ganization and the appearance do not
ook professional, then its readers
are not going 10 perceive i as an
authority.

When 1 left the zoo field my in-
ention was to become more active in
NFSS, and the 2nd Vice President’s
position appears to be an ideal op-
porsity for me and for NFSS.

For the Office of

3rd Vice President
FINCHSAVE

No candidates on haliot,
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For the Office of

4th Vice President
Judges Panel, 8tds & Research,

Specie Classifications,

Society shows, Points

Br. Al Decoteau
Groton. Massachusefts

Pr. Decoteau has been a
breeder. exhibitor and judge of par-
rots, finches and softbills for many
years. He has produced numerous
handfed baby birds. He is often
called upon to lecture all over the
world and has traveled extensively in
the jungies, particularly in South
America. Dr. Decoteau is the author
of The Handbook of Amazons, The
Handbook of Cockaroos, The Hand-
book of Macaws and Exhipiting
Birds plus completing videos on
Amazons, Cockatoos and Macaws,
He is on the judging panels for the
Society of Parrot Breeders and Ex-
hibitors, the National Finch and
Softbill Society, the National Cocka-
tiel Society and the African Love
Bird Society. Dr. Decoteau is the re-
cipient twice of the coveted AVY
award given by the American Fed-
eration of Aviculture; the Rose
Award for 1984 given for outstand-
ing donation to aviculture in New
England and the 1987 Kaytee Award
for outstanding National Service to
aviculture as well as the SPBE ulti-
mate award: The Carolina Parakeet
Award. He serves as Director of the
National Cage Bird Show, the Na-
tional Finch and Softbill Society plus
being a director and founder of the
Society of Parrot Breeders and

Exhibitors. Currently he is serving
as President of the Great American
Bird Show.

For the Office of
Membership Director

Lynda Bakula
Baliwin, Missour

1 am currently ending my first
term as NFSS Membership Chair-
man. | have really enjoyed talking
and corresponding with so many
members. On an average, the posi-
tion has taken about 8 hours a week.
We have a home computer and pus-
chased a laser printer this pust year.
The extra bedroom that is my
office/bird room should be a firll
time office by year end, as the bird
room is currently under construction
in the basement. [ hope you will de~
cide to elect me to another term as
Membership Director.

1 have tried to answer the NFSS
mail within two weeks of receiving
it. With moving this past year, there
were times that it did take longer. |
have only had birds for 5 }/2 vears.
There are so many questions from
new members, 1 like to ity to answer
all the questions { can or give them a
contact to help with the problem they
mzy have,

This is my third season raising
waxbills, 1did get my husband a pair
of Gouldians this last spring for our
aviary in the living room. They have
raised 2 clutches of 4 chicks each
this summer. They have been very
good parents. All of my ¢hicks are
parent raised. The birds chat have
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raised successfully include red-ears,
red-cheeks, blue-caps, javenders and
sitverbills. | have been successful in
getting most of them closed banded.

Annette Howard
Salem, Chio

For the Office of
Executive Secretary

Patrick Vance
Lathrup Village, Michigan

A graduate of Michigan State
University. | raught high school for
two years before taking a job with
the State of Michigan, currently as a
child suppost specialist. F've been in-
volved with birds for 14 years, be-
ginning with a pair of cockatiels and
soon afterwards adding 3 pairs of
finches to my collection. [ currently
have 20 hookbills and over 300
fincbes, primarily Anstralian species,
1 began exhibiting finches in 1987
and have been an NFSS Champion
Exhibitor for the past 5 consecutive
years (1991-95), In addition to writ-
ing articles for local newsletters, The
NF3S§ Bulletin and the new Finch
and Canary Worid magazine, F've
been an NFSS panel judge since
1993,

! took forward to serving NFSS
in the capacity of Executive Secre-
tary if elected.

Jackie Civitarese
San Juan, Puerto Rico

For tha Office of
Traasurer

Marion {Miki} Sparzak
Baltimore, Maryland

I have been a member of NFSS
since 1987. 1 have been a Director
since 1988, During the years of serv-
ice to NFSS T have held the positions
of Advertising Manager, Member-
ship Services, and presently hold the
office of Treasurer,

I betieve in NFSS and hope to
help the Society continue to grow
into a beacon of knowiedge for all
those seeking education, friendship.
and comradeship in the field of
aviculture.

{ entjoy teaching others about
birds through lectures, conversation
and exhibiting. [ am an NFSS judge
arxt use this forum to encowrage eve-
ryone to join us to share the many
offerings of NFSS,

For the Office of
Leg Band Sacretary

Eilgen Laird
Winter Park, Florida

Eileen has been involved with
birds or bird related activities fora
sumber of years on both a local and
state level. She has worked the ma-
jority of shows in Florida as the
finch and sofibill secretary for the
past two vears.

Having Hved in different sec-
tions of the country and Japan,
Eileen and her family now reside in
Winter Park, Florida. They raise and



Nov..Dec 199%

show a number of finches and soft-
bills but are most proud of their
Persa Touracos, who gave them 7
FINCHSAVE registered babies since
1993, Eileen, along with her hus-
band Dale, is working with the
Venezuelan Black Hooded Red
Siskin, an endangered species, rais-
ing 6 babies this past year. Their
mixed collection of finches have
evolved over the years to include
Australian, African, South Ameri-
¢an, and Indo Pacific.

Eileen accepted the position of
Band Secretary in October 1994, She
has worked very hard to computerize
the reports, records and band orders.
Eileen’s goal is o expedite every or-
der she receives. She has sold over
35.000 bands and filled over 450
1965 band orders this year. Eileen is
very dedicated to the growth and de-
velopment of NESS and is committed
t doing her part to make it bappen.

For the Office of
Liaison Officer

Jerry McCawiley
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

For the Office of
HRegion 1 - Northeast
Vice President

Kris Kroner
Ambler, Pennsylvania

For the Office of
Region 2 - Southeast
Vice President

Dale Laird
Winter Park, Florida

Dale lives in Winter Park, Flor-
ida with Eileen, his wife of 25 vears.
They raise and show a number of
finches and softhills, but are most
proud of their Persa Touracos who
gave them 7 FINCHSAVE registered
babies since 1993, They keep several
species of Whydahs and strive to
place one on the top bench each
year. Their mixed collection of
finches have evolved over the years
to iclude Australian, African, South
American, and Indo Pacific.

Dale has served in the position
of Southeastern Regional Vice Presi-
dent for the past ewo vears. He feels
the most important fanction of that
position is communication. Dale
holds yearly Regional information
meetings, mails quarterly updates to
the delegates in his region, and
writes articles about NFSS for the
club newsletters in his region. Dale
has served on two major projects for
NFSS this past term. He served as
chairman of both the AFA Re-
affiliation Committee and the Bylaws
Revision Committee.

Dale has served NFSS well in
the past and will continue to do so in
the future.
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For the Office of
Region 3- Mid-Centrel & Foreign
Vice President

Tem Rood
Shelhyvilie, Hinois

Having served NFSS for several
terms, I would again enjoy serving
as Region 3 Vice President. 1 enjoy
corresponding with members amd af-
fitiated clubs in my region. I make
atlempts to answer any questions
they may have; or at least steer them
in the right direction. [ have always
offered special awards to all Region
3 ¢labs and plan (o continue this
practice if re-elected.

Being one of the charter mem-
bers of NFSS, 1 am still a very
strong supporter of our organization.
Having been on the NFSS Judges
Panel for three years now, | appreci-
ate the opportunity to visit vatious
affiliated clubs around the country
and meet new finch breeders and ex-
hihitors. I am also stifl very active in
breeding and exhibiting my own
birds,

Should NFSS choose to re-elect
me as Region 3 Vice-President, 1
will do my best to serve you.

For the Office of
Region 4 - Mid-Waes?
Vice President

Clarence Cuiwell
Springtown, Texas

My number in NFSS is #72.
With a number this low you can see
have been an NFSS member since its

very carly days. I have also been an
NFSS judge since that time. T have
kept finches since the early 1950's. |
have bred both Australian and Afri-
can varieties. If one could say | have
a specialty, It would be Societies and
Zebras. (Editor's Note: Clarence, in
November 1995, won the coveted
Kellogg trohpy for Best Finch or
Softbill at the National Cage Bird
Show for a Zebra Finch he bred. }

I have been nominated by a fel-
fow NFSS member w seek the Re-
gion 4 Vice President position, |
have & desire to serve NFSS and to
give back to the organization that has
clearty promoted the Fiach Fancy. It
is with this desire that [ seek this
position.

For the Office of
Region & - Mountain
Vice President

Julie Kern
Denver, Colorado

For the Office of
Region 6 - Pacific Coest
Vice President

Cathy Kright
Byron, Catifornia

For the Office of
Region 7 - Carihheen
Vice President

Rich "Sunshine” Morales
Carolina, Puerto Rico

Cali me Rich Sunshine.
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Let me invite you to visit an in-
dependent island in the Caribbean:
THE GREAT PUERTO RICQ.
Warm tides, faithful winds, sunshine
unfimited, secladed beaches where
you could swim in Adam and Eve’s
bathing suit, rain forest, palm forest,
red forest, dry forest, cavern sys-
temns, phosphorescent bays and ami-
able, friendly and hospitable people.
Puerto Rico is a Continent,

I am the first child in our fam-
ily. Mom and Dad both were raised
in the countryside. Their life was
filied with a lot of scarcity, needs
and wants. penury and misery. As
teachers they taught us (o overcome
obstacles and limitations,

Thanks to the freedom granted
by my parents I studied 6 years of
my life to become a Catholic Priest
with the REDEMPTORIST FA-
THERS who work for the poor and
the needy. I left (the seminary) since
it did oot take very long to find out
that it takes more than a blanket (0
sleep wanm at night.

{My wife) Lourdes is to me the
¢losest link to God's presence, pro-
tection, perfection. She is a bioko-
gist. What | admire most in her is

the understanding of people she has
and a profound respect for animaj
life. She bought, taught, and encour-
aged us 10 watch her first handfed
bird PACQ.

Actaally, Lourdes and [ lead a
tour business. | have attended more
than 300,000 people inmy lifeas a
guide. I love what I do and 1 would
like to give NFSS members advice
before your next trip into a foreign
country. TAKE A TOUR! A tour
without a guide is like a student
without a book.

My son Carlos is & 10 year old
kid. He is fun to be with and he en-
jovs birds a lot.

Maybe you expected me to write
about finches: which oaes we tike
most, how many do we have, how
do we raise them, what do we expect
from our crosses. It is much more
than that. By relating to birds we
prevent our divorce from natare, and
we expand our spiritual growth,
Every time a Lady Gouldian is born
I feel | have helped o recreate a
masterspiece of nature alive, some-
thing that { cannot and will never be
abie to paint.

&

Shape the Future of NFSS

Send in your ballot for 1996/97 Officers today!
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NFSS 3rd Qtr 1995
Board Reports
By Mail - recorded 9/24/95

Recorded by Presidlant Steve Hoppin

Membership Chairman’s Report -
Lynda Bakula of Baitwin, MO. ‘We now have
a totat of 562 members:

8 junior
656 single
220 dual
4 exchangefinternational
T4 affiiated clubs

NF$$ has inclreased its membership by
131 members since January 1994,

Advertising Manager's Report - Lynda
Bakulz, We now have several full page adver-
tisers. however, tilne has bee st a premium
and Lynda has not been able to further her
work i this area this quarter.

Election of Officers Commiteee -
Clarence Culwell of Springtown. TX. A slate
of nominees is being developed for 1986/97
Roard positions. Ali offices have nominees
except for the position of 3rd Vice President
(FINCHSAVE Ditector).

Sun Coast Avian Consorthsm - Richazd
Hlzich, president, Sun Coast Avian Society.
FL. The $180.00 donated by NESS o the
Clonsortium was used to purchase two female
Fire Finches. Mr. Ulrich intends on refeasing
a full report on the Consortium between No-
vember and December of 1995, AL this time
he can state that the Fire Finches are holding
their own and show promise, but thal the
Red-ear Waxbilis have shown a high percent-
age of losses.

Treasurer's Report - Miki Sparzak of
Baltimore, MP. Miki submitted an Income
and Expense Report for 1/1/95 through
9/19/95. and a letter to afl department manag-
ers with guideiines for the handling of NESS
mosies recgived by various NFSS

depatments.
Balances as of %/19/95:
Savings §1,520.79
Checking $4.151.83
NFSS Net Worth $5,672.62

The NFSS Bulletin

Publishing Committee's Report - Mar-
tha Wigmore of Eik River, MN. Current Edi-
tor, Martha, announced during the quarter
that she was resigning after publication and
distribution of the Nov/Dec 1995 issue of The
NFSS Bullerin. The updated NFSS Judges
Handbook and Officigl Standards would also
be published prior to the Nov/{ec '95 issue
of the Bulletin. The NoviDec 95 issue would
be heid wp until the NFSS meetings at NCBS
are held, and a final slate of nominees for the
§996/97 ballot is determined.

The first of hopefully several individuals
has volunteered for the appeinted position of
Editor in 1996. Kenneth Tidwell is ajso mun-
ning for the position of 2nd V.P.

We have three typists who are just ters-
fic: Sue PeBask of 8. Miami, FL, Janice
Trost of New Port Richey, ¥l and Lynda
Scott of Naples, 1. They are reaily profes-
stonal and really appreciated!

We have changed our Bulk mailing per-
1nit 1o & non-profit maifing permit. saving
quite a bit on postage. The N¥FSS Editor now
has & fax {sams number as home phone;.
property of NFSS. Thank you to Miki Spar-
zak for her help with these two items.

Education Committee Report - Martha
Wigmore. NFSS™ education outreach remains
in the band of our contsibuters 1o the Bulletin
at this time. Fhe proposed Bylaws move the
responsibility of Education to the NFSS ist
V.P.. who, along with the Regional V.P.s
wifl hopefuliy expand NFSS educational ef-
forts in the upcoming year.

Standards, Jndges and Apprentices -
Dr. Al Decoteau of Groton, MA. A proposed
Star Finch Standard will again be published in
the Bulletin for comments. No fepert from the
Mynah Standard Commitiee. The Zebra
Finch $tandarg Committee, chaired by Mar-
tha Wigmore, sent out a questionnaire to al}
judges. Volunteers will be requested for a
new committee to write the standard on the
Pintaifed Nonpareil.

Fudges have been notified that ali judges
fees will be due at the same time as their 3/01
report of shows 10 be judged that year.

Two new appreatice applicants have
contacted the Pagel Director.

Judges need to be selected for GABS in
1996 and 1997,

Band Secretary Report - Fileen Laird
of Winter Park. FL.. Fo date 440 band orders
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have bee recaived and fifled. A 1013l of
34,930 bands have been soid o our member-
ship. Our 996 band order was piaced with
AC. Hughes in August. 36,300 bands have
been ordered for the coming year. The first
1996 band order was recently received.

Eiteen slso submined detail of bands re-
eeipts and sales by size and by month during
1995, the 1996 band color is Orange.

Breeder Recognition Program Com-
mittee - Jerry McCawiey of Lancaster, PA.
BRP is atmost complete. A finai draft will be
maiied by Jerry shortly after the first of Octo-
ber, sfter WBCA heatings are over.

Promotions - ferry McCawiey. NFSS
has been presented formaily 10 UISFWS as
weif a5 Congress over the past six months.
We have aiso been present at the AFA Con-
vention in both booth and verbai forums.

Yerry has found some tnigue items for
raffle and possible saies at Nationais. These
items witl be present for Board approval for
lhe 1996 yeay.

Affiliation and Awards Report - Ginny
Alten of Opehika, AL. Ginny has senl awards
oy £8 affiliated clubs. The awards company
tias promised (o complele all awards so that
the clubs will receive them two weeks prior to
the scheduled show date. We have 77 affisi-
ated clubs as of $/13/85, Found a new vendor
for NFSS roseties for 1996, Champion Ex-
hibitor awazds wiil be ordered as weli as the
other speciai awards being presenied a1 the
NCBS. The Diamond Sparrow prints were
seni 1o ail sffifiated clubs in August. Members
who ordered these prints through
FINCHSHOP were aiso sen their prints.

Overseas Awards Patrenage Report -
Fom Rood of Sheibyvitle, H.. The proiect had
very good resuils again (his vear. In afl, there
should be af least 2 awards for each of the 10
sections in the Finck & Softbili division at
NCBS. Also, that beautiful plague for Best in
Show.

Bylaws Committee - Daie Laird of
Winter Park, FL. The committee formed by
the Board in 2/95 compieted 3 revision of 1he
Bylaws in early 9/95, sent it to 1he Board for
& confirmation vote, and sent the fina# print to
the Corresponding Secretagy by Centified
Mail. The Boad confirmation vole was 13
yes, 1 ne. 1 abstain, 3 chose not to vote and
1 did rot have a vote, but approved of the
membership voting on it. The revised Bylaws
wiit be printed in teh Sep/Oct issue of the
Bulletin for vote by the general membership.
The baliois will be opened and 1abutated at
the 41k Quarter Board meeling in New Or
leans on §6 November (995, A complete file
of confirmation votes. certified maid docu-
mentation, and smoolh copiss of Lhe revised
Bylaws are on fife with the Bylaws
Chairperson.

No reports were submitted from the fol-
iowing departments of committees:

L. FINCHSAVE (including Waxbi#

Surveyy

1. FINCHSHOP

3. Conservation Commitee

4. "Betty Crocker” Fund-raiser

Compmities
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NESS Affiliates,
Delegates & Shows

{Listing as of Decoernber 1, 1995]

ALABAMA
Central Alabama Avicultural Society
Ginny Allen (334) 748-7168

Rocket City Cage Bird Chub
Ron Chfton {205) 832-7155

CALIFORNIA
Aviary Assn. of Kern County
Willis & Velva Baker (803) 765-6110
Show December I, 1993
Bakersfield, CA
Panel Judge: Hal Koontz

Capital City Bird Seciety
Dare B. Cagle (916) 944-2437

Finch Society of San Biego County
Sharon Russell {619) 273-2005

Fresno Canary and Finch Society
Dixie Lea {209) 584-3764

(olden Gate Avian Society
Claudia Salo (510) 455-9909
Region #6 Show
Show November 11. 1995
Tracy. CA
Panel Judge: Marty Von Raesfeld

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic
Bird Club
Neil Crowiey (408) 2584601
Show November 25, 1995
Santa Clara. CA
Panel Tudge: Clayton Jones

COLORADO
Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture
Julie Kern (303) 753-6145

CONNECTICUT
Connecticut Association for Avicuiture
Chris Voronovitch {203) 649-8220

New England Finch Fanciers
Russell Armitage, Jr. (203} 756-1753
Region #1 Show
Show November 15, 1995
E. Hartford. CT
Panel Judge: Laura Bewley

FLORIDA
Aviary & Cage Bird Society of South
Florida
Phil Barth (305} 426-3340

Central Florida Bird Breeders
Eugene ¥. Goss, Jr. (407) 9537-1274

Colorbred Canary Club of Miami
Armando 1. Lee (303 270-1000

Exotic Bird Clab of Florida
Jonathan Jones {407) 724-9498
Region #2 Show
10tk Anniversary Show
November 4, 1993
Palm Bay, FL
Panel Judge: Tom Rooed

Florida West Coast Avian Society

Florida State Fair Exciic Bird Show
Dale Laird {407} 657-7989
Doubig Show
February 17, 1996 Saturday
Panel Judge: Daren Decoteau
February 18, 1996 Sunday
Panel Judge: Harold Bowies
Fampa. FL

Greater Brandon Avian Society, Inc.
Russ Blagg (813) 6890692

Sun Coast Avian Society
Joe Ventimiglia (813) 392-9391

* not NESS affiliate, bul points
earnabie under NFSS Pancl Judge.
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Sunshine State Cage Bird Society
Dale Laird (407) 657-7989

GEORGIA
Georgia Cage Bird Society
Candy Wright (404) 6334364
Show November 4, 1993
Marietta. GA
Panel Judge: Clarence Culwell

HAWAIL
Honolula Canary and Finch Cinb
Kathy Perreira {80B) 839-2269

ILLINOIS
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
fane Museato (708) 303-9043
Show November 4, 1995
Rolling Meadows. 1L
Panel Judge: Laurs Bewley

fliini Bird ¥Fanciers
Jan Marcott {217y 347-98%0)

National Institute of Red-Orange
Canaries (NFROC)
Stephan V. Hopman (815) 460-8435
Show November 25, 1995
Eik Grove Village. 1L,
Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert

Springfield Pet Bird Club

INBIANA
Indiana Bird Fanciers
Conrad Meinert (219} 269-2873

IOWA
Mid-America Cage Bird Society

KANSAS
Kansas Avicultural Secisty
Jim Cowan (316) 263-8835

KENTUCKY
Central Kentucky Cage Bird Society
Patricia Wilkins (606) 271-0273

UISIANA
Capital Area Avicultural Society
Tim Schexnaydre (504) 562-3579
Show November 11, 1995
Baton Rouge. LA
Panel Judge: Miki Sparzak

Gulf South Bird Club, Ine.
Jeanne Murphy (504) 833-4241
National Cage Bird Show
Show November 18, 1995
Radisson Hotel, New Orleans, LA
Panel Judge: Roddy Gabel

MARYLAND
Baltimore Bird Fanciers

Maryland Cage Bird Society
Theresa Brown (381) 735-7662

MASSACHUSETTS
Massachusetts Cage Bird Assoc.
Dianna Smith (508) 540-3214

MICHIGAN
Great Lakes Avicuitural Society

Diana Hugo {616) 842-0163

Mid-Michigan Bird Club
Mary Lou Tewilliger (517) 463-5693

Mid-West Cage-Bird Club, Ine.
Patrick Vance {810} 443-0643

Moetor City Bird Breeders, Ine.

Saociety of Canary and Finch Breeders
Patrick Vance {8i0) 443-0643

ISSOURE
Greater Kansas City Avie. Society
Nita Haas (816) 331-3285

Heart of America Hookbill & Finch
Society
Moses Linn {816) 3234661

Missouri Cage Bird Association
Richard & Rose Dickman
(314} 928-3444
Show November 4, 1995
Edreka. MO
Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

NEW HAMP
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society

NEW MEXICO
New Mexico Bird Club, Ine.
Gail Ranshaw (505) 822-1483
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NFSS
INTERNATIONAL
AFFILIATES

CANADA
Budgerigar & Foreign Bird Society
of Ontario

Jimn Marks (416) 292-3852

Cage Bird Society of Hamilton

Show November 4, 1995
Ontaric, Canads
Panel Judge: Steve Hoppin

Durham Avicultural Soeiety of
Ontario
Vineent Moase (903 723.1978

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
Alfred Mion (519) 948-639%

NEW ZEALANE
New Zealand Finch Breeders Assa.
293 Albany Highway
Albany, New Zealand
NEW YORK

NESS
INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDENTS

AUSTRALIA
Queensland Finch Soclety
Gavin Dietz, P.O. Box 1600,
Coorparoo BC 4151
Queensland, Australia

GREAT BRITAIN
The Estrildian
lan Hinze, Coetref, Tyn Lon,
Holyhead, Gwynedd LL65 3L1,
Waies, United Kingdom

The Waxbill Finch Society
Mr. Bury Hope-lnglis,
1} Litchfield Close. Plymplon,
Plymouth PL7 3UU. England

Zebra Finch Society, England

Margaret Binns, 97 Bent Lanes,

Davyhuime, Nr. Urmston, Manchester.
M31 BWYZ England

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association
Rena Rouse (315) 252-7673

New York Finch & Type Canary Club
Marie Grein (718) 468-088!

Rochester Cage Bird Club
Patrick Goopan (716} 288-35652

NORTH CAROLINA
Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society
April Bizzich (919) 851-8079

Smokey Min, Cage Bird Society
Hm Cody (704) 686-5157

OHIO
Fort Defiance Bird Club

Larry Endsley (419) 263-2795

Toledo Bird Assn, & Zebra Finch Club

of America
Robert Avling (419) 536-8736

OKLAHOMA
Bird Fanciers of Oklakoma

Gene and Jane Miller {405} 382-1)66

Okiahoma Cage Bird Soclety
BPoug Paris (918) 446-2447

OREGON
The Finch Connection
dulie Duimstra (5033 7573117
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Rose City Exotic Bird Club

Show November 4, 1995
Portiand, OR
Panel Judge: Br. Al Decoteau

PENNSYLVANIA
Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird
Society
Donald Strause {(610) 926-5210

Chester County Bird Breeders
Roe Pricman {unkisted)

Delaware Valley Bird Club
Kris Kroner (215) 628-4143
Show November 11, 1995
Creamary. PA
Panel Judge: Clarence Culwell

Greater Piteshurgh Cage Bird Society

Dr. Lindsay Clack (412) 363-0438
Show November 4, 1995
Monroevilie, PA
Panel Judge: Miki Sparzak

Northeastern Penn. Cage Bird Club

Gary Fino (717) R25-3891

FPUERTO RICO

Organizacion Peertorriqueiia de Aves

Exoticas, Inec.

Rafacl Echevagria (809) 795-5718
4th Puerto Rican National Show
Region 87 Show
Jhow December 2, 1993
Bayamon, PR
Panel Judge: Miki Sparzak

TH CAROLINA
Palmetto Cage Bird Club
Melvin Yoder {803) 459-53319

TENNESSEE
Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club
Eva Duffey 615) 361-5%39

TEXAS
Bay Area Cage Bird Club
Linda Beemnan (713) 4850291

Capital City Cage Bird Ciub
Featon R. Mereness {512 316-1802

¥Fort Worth Bird Clab
Clarence Culwell {8173 220-3568

Texas Bird Breeders and Fanciers
Association
Clarence Culwell (817) 220.5568

Texas Canary Club
Chris Davis {713) 361-3364

VIRGINIA
Peninsula Cage Bird Society
Linda Gja (804) 874-8581

WISCONSIN
Badger Canary Faaciers Ltd.
Patrice (Ripple) Brusk (414) 785-8988

&
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1995/96 Chronological Show List

There's a NFSS Show for

Everyone!

February

2/18 £ {120 entries}
Fiorida State Fair
Exctic Bird Show -
Day 1
{Conrad Meinert}

2/19 FL {108 entries}
Florida State Fair
Exotic Birg Show -
Day 2
{Clarence Cwwelli

June

6/03 IL (129 entries)
{ini Bird Fanciers
{Martha Wigmoref

6710 MO {70 entries)
Hsaart of America
{Miki Sparzak}

August

812 LA {10 entries}
Guif South Bird Club
{fr. Al Decoteauj

8/19 FL (1586 entries)
Aviary & Cage Bird
Soc. of 3. Florida
{Sreve Hoppini

Bi26 M| 25 entries}
Mid-Michigan Bird
Chab
{Patrick Vancel

September

9/02 AL {32 entries}
Centrat Alabama
Avic. Soo.

{0r. Al Decoteaui

/62 TX (B4 entries}
Bay Area Cage Bird
Club - Day 1
{Ray Johnsar}

8/03 TX (81 entries)
Bay Area Cage Bird
Club - Day 2
Ray Johnsan)

908 NH (35 entries}
Birds of a Feather
Avicubtural Society
fMiks Sparzak)

o PR {43 entries}
Chester County Bird
Breeders

{Martha Wigmors)}

9/16 €N {77 entries}
Canadian Nationhal
Show
Budgerigar & Foreign
Bird Soc. of Ontario
{Non-panef judgs}
| FL (B9 entries}
Greater Brandon
Avian Socisty
{fom Rood)

M 7 (93 entries)
Hegion 43 Show
Mid-Wast Cage-Bird
Club, e,

{Charles Anchor)

4/23 CON {163 entries}
Durhem Avic. Society

of Ontario

{Tom Rood)

M OH (7Y entries)

Toledo Bird Assn,

{FPaut Wiltkiams)

M SC {16 entries}
Palmetto Cage Bird

Club {Carolina Classic

- Day 1t
{Ray Johnsan}

9/24 8C {28 entries}
Palmetto Cage Bird
Club {Carolina Classic
- Day 2)

{Conrad Meinert}

/30 W {73 entries]
Society of Canary &
Finch Breeders
{Conrad Meinert)

M NB (27 entries}
New Mexico Bird
Club. Inc.

{Harolid Bowles)

® OK (B2 entries}
Bird Fanciers of
Cklahoma

{l aura Bewley/

10/07 CA {109 entries}
{Great Ametican RBird
Show
Golden Gate Avian
Soacisety
Mk Sparzakl
M CO (60 entries)
Region #5 Show
Rocky Mtn. Society
of Aviculture
{Ray Johnsoni
M FL {67 entries}
Sunshine State Cage
Sird Society
IMartha Wigmore}
® 1A {38 entries}
Mid-Amaerica Cage
Bird Society
{Patrick Vance}

M OH {20C entries}
Ft. Dafiance Bird Club
{Conrad Meinert}

M tN {77 entries)
Middie Tennessee
Cage Birg Chub

{Biff Parlee]

M TX {109 entries}
Fart Werth Bird Club
{Tom Rood)

10/14 CN {103 entries]
Essex-Kent Cage Bird
Society
{Chartes Anchorl
M FL {47 entries}
Sun Coast Avian
Society
{Ciarence Cufwell
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o IN (85 entries)
Indiana Bird Fanciers
{Patrick Vanca)
B KS (20 entries)
Kansas Aviculiural
Society
{Fom Roodi
B N¥ {147 entries}
New Hampshire Avi-
cultural Society
tDaren Decoteau)
B NY {174 entries]
NY Finch & Type Ca-
rary Chib
{foe Kraderi
10721 CA {140 entries)
Capital City Bird
Sociely
{Tom Rood)
B MBS (53 entries}
Baltimore Bird
Fanciers
Ikl Sparzak!
W VA {30 entries)
tass. Cage Bird
Association
{Harofld Bowles)
H Ml {29 entries)
Great Lakes Avic,
Society
{Conrad Meinerti
H PG (44 entries)
Hagion #4 Show
Greater Kensas City
Avic. Sooiely
{hMartha Wigmore]
1G/22 MO {48 entries!
Heart of America

Hookbill & Finch Soc.

{Ray Johnson)
10/28 CA (B entries)
Frasno Canary &

Finch Bocisty
iMarty Von Raesfeld)
® CT (50 entdes}
Connecticut Assoc.
far Avigulture
0. Al Decoteauj
B KY (18 entries}
Central Kentucky
Cage bird Society
{Patrick Vance)
B M1 {27 entries)
Mator City Bird
Bresders

1028 NC (77 entries]
Smokey Min. Cage
Bird Society
{Ray Johnson}

B 0K {24 entries}

Oklahoma Cage Bird

Society

{Steve Hoppinj

B TX (85 entries]

Texas Bird Breeders

& Fanciers Assn,

{Joseph Krader]

B Wi (29 entries]

Badger Canary

Fanciers

{Martha Wigmore}
16429 FL {77 entries)

Fiorida West Loast

Avian Society

{Biff Parleei

November

1104 CA {48 entries}
Central Calif.Cage
Bird Chb
idoe Krader;

M CN {104 entries!
Cage Bird Society of
Harmitton
{Steve Hoppinl
B FL {70 entries}
Region #2 Show
Exotic Bird Club of
Florida
{Tom Rood)
®m A5 entries)
Georgia Cage Bird
Society
{Clarence Culwelll
| i {77 entries)
Greatsr Chivage Cage
Bird Club
fLawra Bawleyf
® VO (91 entries}
Missouri Cage Bird
Association
{Brenda Geesey}

B QR {45 entries)
fiose City Exotic Bird
Club

{Or. &7 Decoteaul
® PA (64 entries}
{reater Pitisurgh
{Cage Bird Society
{8k Sparzakj

B TX {65 entries}
Texas Canrary Club
tHaf Koontz}

1111 CA {155 entries)
Hegion #& Show
Goldean Gate Avian
Saciety
{Marty Vor Haesfeld]

moin
Capital Area Avicul-
tural Sociaty
{Miki Sparzak]
B PA {62 entries}
Delaware Valley Bird
Club
{Clarence Culweili
11117 LA (205 entrins)
National Cage Bird
Show
Gulf South Bird Club
{Roddy Gabell
1125 CA (51 entries]
Santa Clara Valley
Canary & Exotic Bird
Club
{Clayton Jones)
| CT
Region #1 Show
New England Finch
Fancters
i aura Bewleyi
B L {40 entries}
Natiana Institute of
Red-Orange Canaties
{Conrad Meinerti

December

1202 CA
Aviary Assn. of Kemn
County
fHal Koontzi
® FL
Colorbred Canary
Club of Miami
Non-panel judgel
| PR
Region #7 Show
4th Puerto Rican Na-
tionai Show
Organizacidn
Puertorriquedia de
Aves Exoticas. Inc.
{hiki Sparzaki

2117 FL
Florida State Fair
Exotic Bird Show -
Pay 1
{Daren Decoteaui
2118 FL
Figrida Stats Fair
Exotic Bird Show -
Day 2
iHarold HBowles)
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NFSS

Classified Ads

Ciassified ads fexcept FINCHSAVE ads}
are 3,15 per word. per issue.

FOR SALE

European Goldfinches and Raw Natu-
ral Nesting Material, Coco fiber (hair,
ilke mat with some skin atlached)
$13.50/1h., §25/2 s; Manifla or hemp
fibher (both  combed  hair-lke)
$11.50/tb., $21/2 Ibs., postpaid. Pierre
Ata. 13119 Supndale Rd.. Houston. TX
TTOAR (T13) 448-1188% Y6

| Blue Gouddians, Look no fusther My
prices and quakity ol birds ¢an't be best,
Many proven show birds. Kyle Belton,
535 W. Broadway. Red Lion, Pa
17356 {717) 2460936, mj96

Shew Quality Zebra Finches, Many
varieties, cage-bred, NFSS banded.
Also Yellow Stars, Fires, Java Rice
(fawn, pled), Parrot Finches. Owis.
Shafttails. Reasenable & NFSS banded.
The Gilded Cage, Saily Underhill (NY)
(914) 473-0301. (9143 4739182 eve.
H1a%o

Lady Gouldian Finches - several muta-
tions including Blues and Silvers.

Florida Fancy Zebras and Soclety
Finches. Others availsble. Rick Landry
(LA) (318) B93-7732, nd93

Reducing collection: Paradise Whydah,
Orange-wing Pytilia, Peter's, Blue/gold
Fanagers, Pery Ground Doves, Red-
crested Pieated, Green Singers, Red
Parrot Finches, Goldfinches, Scariet-
chest and Bourke Parakeets, Goulds.
Shaftails. Cordon Blues. (TX) (713
748-6941, FHousion. nde3

SOUTH AMERICAN SOFTBILLS:
Honeycreepers, Tanagers, Toucans,
Aracaris, Toucanettes, Oropendolas,
Cacigues. Motmots, Barbets and Jays.
Also So. American Finches: Siskins,
Crimson Pileated. Sierra Finches,
Saffron Finches, Collared Woarbling,
Sporophila Seedeaters and more.

Call Panny (3035) 358-5313, or write:
PENGUIN INTERNATIONAL.

P.O. Box 12345, Miami, FL. 33101

Or fax: (3053) 381-6020. 194

For sale or trade; Bronze wings, Shaf-
frail. Gouldian, Silverbill, Star. Owl
Cutthroat, Red-headed Finch, lava Rice
and Blue [sce Parrot Finch. Working on
other breeds. Larry Dishaw. 294 Ken-
you Rd.. Mexico, NY 13114, (315)
963-8624 96

Cuhan Black Bull Finches and Cubap
Melodicus, cage bred, available
pairs.  Gerpy  Chermta (FL)  (305)
635-4804. 8 1 3pm. @96

Europeun Goldfinch 385 each. Pierre
Ata. 13119 Sundale Rd.. Houston, TX
T7038. (713) 448-1188. ma%6

WANTED

Wanted: Scaly Crowned Weavers.,
Singles or pairs. Cali Marie (NY) (718)
468-0881. ja%6

Your HELP WANTED for NFSS!

FINCHSAVE Director {(NFSS 3rd
V.P.) for 1996 on. Seeking energetic &
progressive person. Leave your mark
on aviculture in this significant way!
Call curreng Director for more informa-
tion, Linds Oja {(VA) {804) 874-8581.
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FINCHSAVE Classifiede

FINCHSAVE classifieds run FREE of

charge to FINCHSAVE participants.

All readers are weicome to respond 1o
FINCHSAVE ads.

19958 NFSS banded Owls and Gold
Breasted Waxbills. Rose Gianferrara
(FLY (941) 8926331, nd9s

For Sale or Trade: Red Face Star
Finch-females. White Rump Owl Finch-
males. The majority are '95 birds and
all are NFSS banded. Peter Twinspot-
males. Some are NFSS banded 95 and
some are imports. Richard Dickman.
S Lowis, MO (314) 9283444 E-Mai
- skdasiggmnlink .com ndss

.

AFSS Bufletin Advertising Rates

Bisplay {camera ready} Ads:

Full page $50fissuer $200/year
Half page $30fissue: $120/vear
Qtr. page $20fissua; $80fyear
inside cover $70fissue; $300/yaar

Classified Advertisements
FINCHSAVE: frea to participants
Others: §.15 per word, per issue

Deadlines
T201, 2/, 441, 611, 8/1. 10/1
for next bi-monthly issue.

Send ad and paymaent
{ppayabie to NFSS) to
Martha Wigmore
MFSS Bufferin Editor
182173 Boston St. NW
£ik River. MIN 55330
(8121 2410071

BIRD FOODS

BREEDING & CONDITIONING
CeDe Universal Food

Specindy formuteted for 0 snd insect birdks. ¥ consists of high-quaity veoutable fnciuding
M}mmmmm%mmurmwmmamxwm%.
Also avaliable: CéDé Eggfood, CéDé Red, C6Dé Para-
mségtéoé Mix, CéDé Lorl/Handfeeding, CéDé Minerals

ORDER: Shipping by UPS -
16 your J00r pon receipt of
orther with cradit card. chock
of money Drder. Call Sy ful
case prices and shipping
information. Send $1.50 for
Mail Orcler Catasogase,

‘Sunshine Bird Supplies, Inc.
8535 N.W. 56th Stroat
Milarmd, FL 33166

{305) 593-2666
1-800-878-2666
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A mashed, er, mushy thank
you from the Editor

Potato Ayes

Tzzis part of my gift to NFSS

comes o a close. Such a special time —
freezing in the basement in the wee
hours of the night (until we sensibly in-
vested in the space heater...); oh, that
river of Northern Lights!, discovering
my twin brother T. Rood - separated all
these years. eerily our involvement in
the hobby has followed parallel activi-
ties, with such similar motives {though,
C.H. | really don't know abowt) - T.
Rood even has the mannerisms of my
real brother - poor. dear Jane!: those
sweel notes from s many places sround
the world, so unexpected. and especially
warming on those oh. so. many late
aights — thankless job?! you're jokingh.
and those lovely feathers in every letter
from that man I'm waiting to polka with.
Soon, sir ...

How freely 1 have felt to speak with
afl three of our special NFSS Presidents.
sometimes ignorantly, always with love.
T hold a lot of gratitude for their recep-
tiveness, and stif hold, now even more
0, that deep heartfelt regard for their
tremendous sacrifices for a bunch of bird
braigs. Ha! I'll never forget thatl dawning
realization that 1 was inadvertently scar-
ing Bill 10 death on the shelf roads of
Colorado. And I'H never forgel the fun
and professionaliss Brenda brought to
our work together on the Handbook up-
date many years ago. How much she put
into i, and how generous she was with
her complemenis of others' efforts.

1'# pever forget the treasured phone
¢all I received from Jon. and Brian's
ever-kindaness and generosity. But the
missed visil to the Frog Prince Laird's
lair — one sad. frustrating moment.

Speciai ladies - lovely Lynda B..
simply wonderfal: my three typists (my
three treasured stooges) - just first class!
tady Katelyn with such knowing and giv-
ing hands: and always in the back-
grovmd. lovely Rits. meter maid. .

And my men - Mr. Steve. Mr.
Trust. Mr. Cool. Kinda fun to see below
the surface. And he never fet up. never
gave up. Another fine step of a life well
ived.... And Mr. Spencer {and funny
man Morgan) fooking for a way tlobe a
part of Mom's action. and finding it and
doing i so well. Peel and stick with your
eyes closed. He's done it.

And Mr. Mark. THE Mr. Mark, of
which this world has never seen and will
never see another. Such iy the stuff that
the finest husbands / friends are made of.
Come check it out - learn from him! |
have.

Tiiazzic you all for your birds. and
the very fine reading.

Stick me with a fork,
I'm done!
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MORTON JONES

CAGES & SUPPLIES

Tel 619-789-1544
fox 619-789-2740
925 THIRD STHREET

PO, BOX 123
ARMONA, (A 92045

L.et NFSS be the first to greet
you at your new address!
Please send this form
or this information to

Changing Your Address?

Chub detegates should also send
their change of address
saparately io
Ginny Allen

Lynda Bakula NFS8S Liasson Officer
NFSS Membership Chatrman 307 Brookwood Court

P.0. Box 3232 Opelika, AL 36801.3657

Ballwin, MO 63022
Mermbership

Name #
New Address
City
State Zip
Phone




the

National Finch
and

Softbill

Society

Welcomes ¥inch and Softbill Breeders and Enthusiasts!
* FINCHSAVE - aviculture’s foremost cooperative breeding program
s Bi-monthly magazine - The NFSS Bulletin » Annuai census #

+ Affiliated clubs worldwide = Show standards » Panel judges »

+ Awards « NESS traceable bands in ¢ sizes

NAME
ADDRESS

CITY STATE ALY
New Renew
PHONE NUMBER Membes? _ NFSS #

Jugior
ANNUAL DUES: Single 820 Dual $25%  funder 16 yrs) $12.50
* 2nd name for dual membership

U.5, {& Puerto Rico) Ist class mailing, add $5.00.
Canadian & foreign subscriptions mailed st class. Please send US funds.
Canadian, add $5.00 Foreign. add $10.06

Mail application and check payable to NFSS
to Lynda Bakula - NFSS Membership Services
P.C. Box 3232
Baliwin, MO 63022
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NFSS F’anel of Jadgee 1995

Charles Anchor
630 Lake Park Drive
Addison, i 60101

(7083 543-37587

L.aura Bewley
415W. Main 8t

Atlanta, TX 75531.2524

{9063) 796-4521

Harold Bowles
230 College Circle
Cedarntown, GA 30125
{770} T4R-4627

Earl Courts
1807 N.E. Colburn
Lee's Summil, MO

64063
{816) 524-0%21

Clarence Culwell
250 Horseshoe Pr.
Springtown, TX 76082
{817y 220-5568

Dr. Al E. Decoteay
Panel Chairman
P.O. Box 369
Groton, MA 01430
Fhone (603) 6724568
Fax (663 672-3120

Daren Decotesu
89 Pleasantview Ave.
Stratford, CT 06457

{203y 377-2049

Roddy Gubel
600 Gist Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20910

(301} 585.9647

Brends Geesey
335 de Iz Ronde St.

New Qrleans, LA 70114

Stephen Hoppin

3836 Hidden Acres Circle
N. Fort Myers, FL. 13903

{941) 997-NFSS

Ray Johnson
175 Stoneridge Way
Fayedoville. GA 30214
{334y 46186875

Chiyton Jones
PO Box 266
Soquel. CA 93073
{408) 728-8676

Hal M, Koontz
2604 Auburn 1.
Bakersfield, CA 93306
{B03) §72-1063

Joseph Krader
25831 Weather wood
Laguna Niguel, CA

92677

(714) 692-8051

Briaa Mandarich
4743 E. Hedges Ave.
Fresno, CA 93783
{209} 255-6508

FOR INFORMATION ON
YHE NFSS JUDGES
PANEL
CONTACT
DR. Al DECOTEAU
PANEL CHAIRMAN

Conrad Meinert
IZI2E. Cr. 380 5.
Warsaw, IN 46580

(219} 2692873

Witlam G, Paree
631 4N Talcottvilie Rd.
Vernon, CT 06066
(203} 5690200

Tam Roed
313 N. Broadway
Shelbyville, IL 62363
{217y 7745283

Marion (Miki Sparzak

317 Old North Point Rd

Baltimore. MD 21224
{410 288-3130

Patrick Vance
18175 Avilla
Lathrup Village, Mi
48076
(810} 4430643

Marty Yon Raesfeld
1135 Chapsman St.
San Jose, CA 95126
{408) 985-2712

Martha Wigmeoere
18913 Boston St. NW
Ekk River, MN 55330

(612) 241-0071

Payi 8. Williams
703 Donegal Drive
Papiilion, NE 88046
(402) 392.5488

Inactive Panel Judge;
Cecil Gunby



FINCHSHOP

The NFSS Builetin

the National Finch and Softbill Society otore

SIZE/ PRICE TOTAL
FTEM QTY STYLE EACH AMT

NEW T-Shirt for 1995/ MAXLIXKL 3i8.00
14 Cotorful Finches in {cirgle size)
Stalks of Gress w/NFSS Alt 80150 White
Video “The Wonderful Members &
World of Finches and Soft- Affifiates: | $17.00
bifls: An Inirodaction™ Non-Members: | $22.00
Show Cage Plans (see sires

helow} $4.00
Al 3 Show Cage Plans 310.00

§ONPER Plastic Water Botle S6 (6}

NISS Zebes Pin 300
NFSS Gouldlan Pin $6.00
£ric Peake Lithograph
The Diamond Firemils
Signed by the artist $35.60
Name Badge (mesnbers Print name at

only) botiom af form. $5.00
Past Bulierin Issues-1994 $4.00

and Jater issues

-1993 and earlicr issues $3.00
1595 NF5S Handbook Tncludes Census, Index &
{Membership Yearbook) much more (Fulf Ang '95 issue) §4.00
NFSS Judges Handbook In kandsome smail 3-ring
and Official Standasds ‘95 binder. Updated in 19951 $§10.00

NFSS SHOW CAGE PLANS TOTAL
# 1 Cage Finches up to and including Zebras
¥20C Finches larger than Zehras
age# 3 Cage ngmﬁ.-‘s 4 Mail form and payment
g ipayable 1¢ NFSS) 0o

Mamher
Name &

FINCHSHOP

cfo Julie Duimstra

Address 4406 NW Wainut Blvd. #68
. Corvallis, OR 97330

City

State Zip For more information oafl

(541)757-3117
Phone
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SKIPIO’S™

INSECTILE AVIARY SUPPLEMENTS

Made of dried Musca domestica & other fine natnral

ingredients for those who recognize the need for insects in
avian dlets but don’t bave the time to deal with kive foods.

SOYA MUSCA™
Egg Meal Finch Breeder Mix Fruit & Insect
Softhill Condition Softbill Maintenance  Softbill Breeder

SPECIALTY FEEDS, INC.
P.O. Box 1408 Brookfield, WI $3008-1408

Order: (800)697-7424 Fax: (414)790-0310

Live Musca domestica Larvae

ECONOMICAI, EASY TOUSE GUARANTEED LIVE DELIVERY
COMPLETE INSTRUCTION & NEXT DAY SHIPMENT INCLUDED

So, why feed your birds big old fish baits?
[COICOR live Musca domestica (Common Housefly) larvee are
“purpose grown” for feeding birds in our insectary on a
vegetable diet that 15 specifically designed and monitored to
protect birds from harmful neurotoxins thet may conteminate
larger fly larvae grown in offal for the fisherfolk’s sporting use.

CALL FOR REDUCED PRICE INTRODUCTORY OFFER

COCKERUM QREGON INSECTS CORPORATION
P. 0. Box 714 Tillwmook, OR 97141-0714 USA
Order: { 800 ) 434-3233 email: skipio@orsgoncosst.com
Telephone: ( 503 ) 842-3988 Fux: ( 503 ) 842-6059




THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

GUIDE TO ORDERING NFSS CLOSED LEC BANDS

NESS weleomes comments and suggestions for this Guide. Contact the home office.

size "A”
Small Waxhills
Gold-breasted Waxbill
Crange-cheeked Waxbill
Bicheno {Owl} Finch
Quail Finch
Red-eared Waxbill
Strawberry Finch

size “B”
Biack-cheeked Waxhill
Cordoen Bleu Wakial]
Cuhan Metodious Finch
Fire Finch
Lavender Finch
Glive Finch
Rufous-backed Mannikin

size “C”

Black and White Mannikin
Biue-capped Waxbill
Bronze-winged ManniKin
Cherry Finch
Green Singing Finch
Grey Singing Finch
Heck’s Shafftail
Painted Finch
Pifeated Finch
Prytitias
Red-headed Parrot Fuch
Shafitail Finch
Silverbiils
Star Finch

size "D”
size \J
Blue-faced Parrot Finch
most other Parrot finches
Chestaut-breasted Finch
Gouldian Finch
Pictorella Finch
Pin-tailed Nonpareil
Yellow-rumped Finch
Zebra Finch

more size "D”

most smaller Mannikins
most Twinspols

size "E”
Black-crested Fineh
Diamond Sparrow
Golden Song Sparrow
Nuns
Peter's Twinspot
Siskins
Society Finch
Spice Fueh

size "G”
European Goldfinch
Magpie Mannikin
other farge Mannikins
small Tanagers

E iz E !IJ L
Pekin Robin
Silver-cared Mesia
other small sofibills

size "K”
Java Rice Bird
Red-crested Cardinal
Saffron
Shama Thrush

§ ize r L "
Piamend Dove
other small doves
Quail
ather softbills
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LEG BANDING PROCEDURE

courtesy of

The National Finch and Softbill Society

The most important thing to remember when
banding chicks is to do it over a counter or table
so if the chick 1s dropped it doesn't fall w the
floor. The age 1o band varies between species
but is generally between 5 and 10 days. You can
teff by looking at the ankie joint (the joint where
the toes come together) and the size of the band.

Have the bands. 4 wothpick (or other smali blun:
instrusnent) and some lubricant ready. Be sure
you have the bands “right side up” for easier
reading.

The band is generally placed on the bird’s right
leg. Banding just before the paremts go to roost
in the evening will prevent them from picking at
the band. By the mext morning they will have
forgotten about it.

Hold the chick firmly but in such & way as to aot
cut off its breathing and so that you don’t harm
it. Remember, their bodies cannot tolerate com-
pression. Put a little it of lubricant on the
chick's foot and slide the band over the three
front toes and fically over the ankle joint. The
back toe will probably have to be gently pried
out from under the band with a wothpick. The
band now should be in the proper location be-
tween the ankle and the elbow joints.

Check on the chick the next few days o be sure
that the band has not stipped off and that there
are 10 scrapes or irrliations on the foot or leg.




THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

BAND ORDER FORM NO RUSH ORDERS!
Allow 30 days from receipt of
) vour erder for delivery.
NESS offers to mermnbers only closed traceable alumi- | rachier's Check or Mo ”:;’ Or-
num bands. Avatlable only in the NFSS color of the | ger will expedite your order,
year. the pands are engraved with the initials NFS, | Anticipate your needs to aveld

size code, year and number. No choice of numbers. frequent re-orders,

Al orders are recorded for permanent reference. Bands are ordered in strings of ten, al
the same size. New members may order Defore receiving membership number. Write
“New “ tor membership # on order form.

#Or PRICE/
BAND S{ZE STRINGS STRING

TOTAL
AMFE

A _ $2.75
B $2.75
9 $2.75
3 $2.75
E $2.75
G $2.75
J $2.75
K $2.75%
L $2.75
POSTAL INSURANCE: )
Under $50 - $.75 SUBTOTAL
From $50 to $100 - $1.60 .
Over $100 - $2.50 INSURANCE
if you choose not to include this
sum NFSS will not be responsibie TOTAL
for replacement of bands lost in
shipment.
Please circle gne year:
; This order is for
Membership
Name P’ 1995 1996  Dbands.
Mail form and payment
Address payable to NFSS to:
City Ms. Eileen Laird
; - NFSS8 Band Secretary
State Zip 1166 Village Forest PL

Winter Park, FL. 32792
Phoue (407) 657-7989




Palm Tree Videos Re-released
These are the classic finch videos prodaced by Stash Buckley and Carof Anne
Calvin. now re-released internationally thanks to the efforts pf Mike Fiddler.
BREEDING FINCHES
A crmprehensive video prodection showing step-by-step procedures for successtul
finch brecding. Pant I approximately 35 minules running time - $ 35.00. Part 2
approximately 60 minutes ruaning time - $ 35.00
"These wideas preseit one proven rmd exu*!!r'm mw!ux! o .v.vmi.vfmiﬂing .omd
breeding finches indoors. "

Mutations, sub-species rmngmﬂm and wgamal umg dlik:remea are explored as
well as breeding.  Approximately 36 minutes ranning time - $ 25.00

* In the Sirmwherry finch video, we are bikesr through o complery breeding rycle
Jrom pair firmation thrpugh fedyging. T endorse these videos highly. The quality of
the vidvography is exceflent and they provide informmtion at foord in other ployes.”

<Lyver Teelnnan 1. Presidypt. Woxdnll Poryot Fipch Sacirty
THE PARROT FINCHES
A complete guide to keeping and breeding of six species- the Red-headed. Blue-
faced. Bamboo. Pintalled. Peales and Mindanao. Approximately 73 mimstes running
time - $ 40.00
" A vlucthie pid for the seripus breeder s onvone who would ke to observe the
diversity of behavior in this fascineting gronp of birds- mony of which are docu-
mneined for the first time.” - Sigie Meyer, S E Bird ond Supply Co.
THE CUBAN MELODIOUS FINCH
From basic care and mninfenence through breeding and rasing of youmg.
‘Approximately 30 minutes running time- $25.00

"Surcly this is by fur the most comprehensive material vet presented 1o oviculture on
the Cuban Melodious Finch, !hrghfv reconpnend this video 1o anvone who has even a
passing interest in this species. ™~ Robert G. Biack in American Cuage Bird Magazine

UNDERSTANDING BEHAVIOR TO ENHANCE BREEDING IN ESTRIDID

FINCHES
Approximately 35 minutes running time- § 25.00

" This video has lots of voluoble, practicol iformation on axiting and aggression
it ix pot available in books. ™ - Lindo Oja, NFSS Finchsave Director

Fo order, send check. payable to "GWI Associates” to Levin Tiighman, 111, 6419
N. 15th St., Philadelphia, PA 19126-3503. Price includes shipping and handling.
your video(s) will be shipped to you, ainmail, directly from England.




