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In this issue;

ow! This issue is overflowing!

For the breeder and bird tover
in cach of us there are articles on Owl
Finches, Indian Hill Mynahs, whydahs,
Red Siskins, and weavers. Thank you to
our contributors!

The main reason for this oversized
issue is the terrific response NFSS re-
ceived to the annuat Census request.
President Steve Hoppin and Census
Chairman Tom Rood both share some
thoughts about the Census with us.

The Show Classifications are pub-
lished herc for NFSS alfiliates (o use in
their 1994 show catalogs. Ask your local
¢lub(s) 10 make sure their catalogs re-
flect the most recent NFSS classes.

Those interested i entering the
NFSS Apprentice Judge program this
year will find details in this issue.

The resulis of the 1st Quarter 1994
Board Meeting arc included. And reviv-
ing an early NFSS tradition. we wel-
come new members.

Check out the new NFSS logo con-
test. too!

With all this. I'm certain that you
won't mind waiting until next issue for
the Cumulative fndex By Author.

Ineredible. 1sn't #? Here's to your
birds!

»,
et

Deadline for the naxt issue is
June 1st.
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President's Message

By Stave Hoppin

In the infant years of NFSS. the
Society was being inundated with let-
ters from members requesting NFSS
to assist them with buying babies or
odd birds to complete pairs of
finches and softbills. Attempting to
respond to the members’ needs,
NFESS published the first NFSS Cen-
sus results in the July/August 1987
NFSS Bulletin.

This voluntary bird census was
then and continues 10 be a valuable
tool to the finch and softbill breeder.
The Census results published in The
NFSS Bulletin not only enable the
bregder to connect with other inter-
ested parties, but helps NFESS (in-
cluding FINCHSAVE) identify
species kept or hred in the United
States. Members names, state. phone
number and a listing of hirds kept
and/or bred are published. Addresses
are withheld in ¢he best interest of
the breeders. NFSS had the strong

desire to accommodate the breeder
back in October 1984. when the first
census information request was pub-
lished, and has provided this valu-
able service to the breeders in every
year but one since 1987.

The past Census' have provided
information regarding babies avail-
able (BA) or not available {(NA). It
has been brought to our attention
from various breeders that the status
of availability is subject to change
throughout the year and could be-
come outdated quickly . Also, the
symbol (NA) would possibly deter
contact or communication between
breeders. Thus, the Census Depart-
nient has opted o omit the status of
availability in the 1993-94 Census.
Members need siniply to contact
each other for current status
information.

The number of breeders partici-
pating in the Census has slowly 1n-
creased over the years. In 1987, a
mere 38 breeders responded. Over a
seven year period NFSS has had a
three-fold increase of respondents.

Greater diversity of
bloodlines revealed

QOur Census Chairman, Tom
Rood submniitted ¢he following report
on the 1993-94 Census. This year a
total of 110 breeders responded from
all over the U.S., Canada and Puerto
Rico. He was very pleased to note

- that the compiled information indi-

cated many breeders are working
with several more pairs per specie
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Coming
In the Next Issue:
Breeding the
Grey Singing Finch

More on NFSS’
10th Apniversary

Show Preparation Begins

Cumulative Index by
Author

1994 Regional Shows

and more!

than in the past. This is certainly
what NFSS likes to hear as this will
help to insure a diversity of blood-
[nes that breeders will have to work
with in the future. Also. the number
of softbills, African finches and
European finches being worked with
have increased! You'll find the entire
1993-94 Census Results published in
this issue.

Just as there has been a need for
this service in the past. NFSS has an
ever increasing and dedicated need to
continue to publish a complete Cen-
sus to assist breeders in their conser-
vation efforis. espectally since the
Wild Bird Conservation Act of 1992
has gone into eftect.

NFSS will continue to respond
to its members’ needs. Every once in
awhile NFSS will request your assis-
tance with important matters. The
next time you see the NFSS Census

Flan Now To

Attend!

‘94 NFSS General
Membership
Meeting

National Cage Bird Show
Manchester, New Hampshire
Saturday, November 19,
1994
time 10 be announced

The National Finch and Soft-
bilt Society and the "Show of
Shows ™ Welcome You to
New Hampshire and the
NESS National Show!

NFS Panel Judge:
Daren Decoteau

Judging Friday,
November 18, 1994

published in the Bulletin remember
what a valuable tool and beneficial
service 1t truly is. When the time
comes. fill in a Census information
fornt and send it in! Itis in your. the
breeder’s. best interest.

Many thanks toc Tom Rood,
Census Chairman and Mid-Central
Regional Vice President for the
fine work he has done on the NFSS
Census. He certainly is a credit to
the Society!
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National Finch And
Softbill Society’s

FINCHSAVE

- "the successful breed-
- Ing program serving

. as a model for others
to follow!”

FOR INFORMATION
CONTACT
Linda Oja
FINCHSAVE Director
268 Exeter Road
Newport News, VA 23602
{804) 874-8581

Give Something Buck ro
Aviculture!

Compied from NFS Directors

Welcome to NFE@!

At the Spring Board of Directors
meeting, the initials for the Society
were changed froms NFS to NFSS,
and the Home Office was officially
changed o 18913 Boston St NW,
Elk River, MN 53330-1155.

And we'll need a new logo...

The Society, with the new ini-
tials NFSS. needs to enter its second
decade with a new logo. Details of
the logo design contest, open to eve-
ryone interested, appear elsewhere in
this issue. A $50 cash award is one
of the prizes being offered to the in-
dividual who enters the winning de-
sign. Send in vour idea!

New Conservation Committee
Formed

In response 1o comments re-
ceived at the Spring Board Meeting,
a Conservation Committee chaired
by Kris Kroner has heen created by
NFSS. The Committee is w establish
4 budget, policy and procedures with
NFSS for contributing to qualified
hreeding programs. (See Bourd
Meeting mirites in this issue for
more. }
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Time to Review Show
Classifications

A review of the
NFSS Show Classifica-
tions 1s underway. and
you are welcome to par-
ticipate. The conunittee
consists of Dr. Al
Decotean, Steve Hoppin.
Tom Rood and Martha
Wigmore. Please seud any
suggestions for improve-
ments to the classifica-

When is Your NFS$5 Mem-
berehip Due for Renewal?

How to Read Your Mailing Label:

Your mailing label shows the issue
through which your membership is paid {i.e.
Expirg: 05/01/94).

When your membership is up for renewal,
your mailing fabel will have highlighted:
MEMBERSHIP DUE.

If you have not paid by the following is-
sue you will see highlighted the sad tidings:
LAST ISSUE.

tions to Dr. Decoteait fsee \_

page 8 for address).

Comments On Proposed Pekin Robin
Standard

The proposed Pekin Robin Stan-
dard is included in diis issue. Your
conunents are valued and considered,
and your participation is welcome!
Please address your items to Dr. Al
Decoteau. Standards Chairman.

Advertising Manager Change

Lynda Bakula 1s now NFSS' ad-
vertising manager and will be glad to
talk with anyone interested in adver-
tising in the Bulletin. If you would
like Lynda to contact a prospective
advertiser for you, just drop her a
note (see pg. 8 for address). One
thousand issues of the Bulletin reach
serious bird fanciers bi-monthly.

And a big thank you te Miki
Sparzak for all the work she has
done for the Bulletin and NFSS as
past advertising manager!

Champion Bird Awards Will Be
Changing

The award for a Champion Bird
(a bird which has earned over 50

show points) will be changed this
year as has been suggested by mem-
bers. But sorry. Tom, 1t still won't
be a mini-van! We hope to see some
new Champions this coming show
Season. '

Affiliation Deadline Nears - 5/31/94!

The deadline to affiliate (or reaf-
filiate) with NFSS this year is May
31st. For information contact Russ
Armitage, NFSS Liaison Officer {see
page 8 for address).

Band Delay Rectified

Orders for bands in 1994 so far
exceeded early 1993 orders that by
mid-February Band Secretary Denise
Capazzi was already placing a second
order. The second order was re-
ceived late and numerous orders
were delayed pending its arrival.
Demise worked overtime for NFSS
when that order finally arrived and
the backorders were cleared.

By mid-March of this year,
21.170 NFSS bands had been sold!

3
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THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL
SOCETY'S

LOGO DESICGN
CONTEST

A second decade even
mare successful than
its first! And the Na-
tional Finch and Softhill
Society would like to
enter this exciting pe-
riod with a new logo.

Al members and
friends of NF33 are in-
vited to enter their logo
ideas in the NFSS loge
design contest.

The prize for the win-
ning togo design will be
a choice of * $50 cash
plus two years paig
membership in NFSS,
or » five years paid
membership in NFSS!

Entries must be sent to
NFSS President
Steve Hoppin
3836 Hidden Acres Cir.
N. Ft. Myers, FL
332903,
Entries must be
postmarked on or before
September 15, 1994.

We hope to have sev-
eral designs to select a
winner from at the
NF3S Board Meeting at
the Great American
Bird Show in Des
Moines, I1A, on October
1, 1994,

Good luck to aift

%

Complete form below and attach to your entry.

NF55 LOGO CONTEST FOR 1994

+ ENTEY FORM

Entries must be
postmarked
on or before
September 15, 1994,

/ am entering the attached design andfor artwork in
the NFSS [0GO CONTEST FOR 1994. The contenls
of this entry are my original work and | am sole owner
of the material. { transfer and assign any and aff copy-
rights to MFSS.

Signature

Send entries to:

NFSS President

Steve Hoppin

3836 Hidden Acres Cir.
N. Ft. Myers. FL 33803

Print Your

Name Date

Address

City

State Zip

Phonc
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From my flock . ..

by Martha Wigmore
Edftor

Except for the final product which
you hold in your hands. 1 don’t like
ta put oo much of myself into the
Bulletin, bui as we are already half-
way through this year. may I share
with you my thoughis aboui where
we ve been so far this year?

[ like the view ahead!

Every breeding io finch and soft-
bill aviculture containg some esscn-
tial truth about whar it takes 1o rear
out birds in captivity. Whetlier the
breeder 1s a beginner or advanced
aviculturist is immaterial - the breed-
1N SUCCcess. Or Near-success (as is
quite often the case) is wbat counts,
Some piece of it, when dissemtnated
through the pages of The NFSS Bul-
lerin, carries widh it tremendous po-
tential to help with a next breeding
somewhere in the hobhy.

The NFSS Bulletin is looking for
more articles on any aspect of the
bobby. quick articles on basic care.
hints, ideas on cage setups. slories
on past experiences—good or bad.
funny anecdotes. photographs, art-
work, comics, anyttnmg!

We (obviopsly!) are not the
MTY of the bird publishing busi-
ness. but we offer something here
that ne other publication brings you.
In our pages you'll find finch and

softbill husbandry, breeding infor-
mation and natural bistory, and only
for finches and softhills. The Bulle-
tin differs from other fine finch pub-
lications, such as The Estrildian
advertised in this issue, in that its
readers, you and 1, belong to a soci-
ety - a pretty special one. too! As the
mouthpiece of this club, the Bulletin
takes a broad look at tbings: our
view includes not just the finches
and softbills themselves, but all chat
impacts the birds and the people who
share our enjoyment and the chal-
lenges in our hobby.

Our individual reasons for be-
longing to NFSS§ are as diverse as
our geographic locales and here in
the pages of The NFSS Bulletin the
Society hopes there is something for
everyole,

The Bulletin began this new
year, under a new Board, and in
front of a new keyboard, Some int-
portant old business has been
brought current in receint issues,
Take thie time to explore these items.
For instance, you can use the Cumu-
lative Index to revisit thie treasures in
the Bulletin's first ten year's issues,

. . . to your's!

Several proposed and approved
standards have been printed recently,
NFSS standards were never meant
just for exhibitors. Bird owners rely
on them for identification and breed-
ers evaluate the quality of their
breeding stock using NFSS high
standards.
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Show results keep us
aware of the breadth and
depth of breeding activities
across the country. The ma-
jority of top show fimshers
are avid and consistently suc-
cessful breeders, who thor-
oughly enjoy sharing their
techniques and the fruits of
their labor with others at
shows. And they love to have
fun!

In our six issues each
year, it 1s the goal of the So-
ciety to devote about one-
sixth of the total content to
the art and excitement of ex-
hibiting. and dedicate the re-
mamng five-sixths to the
myriad aspects of aviculture,
such as care, diet. spectes un-
derstandiug, breeding discussions,
and, to a lesser extent, the important
"business” of the National Finch and
Softbill Society. which exists solely
to help us to help each other in this
terrific hobby.

There is no magic faucet from
whence cometh 1tems for the The
NFSS Bulletin. There is no backlog
of articles and other items for

7 -%

SHOWING PAYS A COMPLEMENT 10
BREEDING - an NFSS closed banded
Normal Diamond Dove bred and exhibited

by ve ofe editor,

publication. Would you pretend that
NFSS just catled and asked you to
write a piece about your birds for the
Bulletin?

"What (NFSS} will be is what
you will make it," our first NFSS
President Bill Parlee noted in the
first 1ssue of the Bulletin, ten years
ago. Hope to hear from you soon.

N

Notice of Upcoming 1994
NFSS Board of Directors
Meetings

2ND QTR 1994
"By Mail"
Agenda mailed to Directors
approximately May 22. 1994,

-\
3RD QTR 1994
Kaytee Great American Birg Show
- Des Moines, lowa
Friday, September 30, 1994
at 7:30pm (tentatively}.

4TH QTR 1994
Naticnal Cage Bird Show
Manchester, New Hampshire
Thurs., November 17, 1994
In early evening.




12

The NFSS Bulletin

Breeding the Australian Finches

The Owl Finch

Poephila bichenovii

Also known as
Bicheno or Double barred finch

by Linda Ofa
FINCHSAVE Director

1 first became involved with
the Ow! finch when our club, Penin-
sula Caged Bird Society. decided to
adopt this species and begin a breed-
ing program for them. Fellow club
member. Bea Rogers. and 1 acquired
a total of five pairs between us. We
took great pains to obtain birds from
different sources so that at least some
of the birds would not be related.
Since neither of us had bred Owls
before. we made a special effort to
purchase some from a well recom-
mended breeder. At first we were
unable to raise chicks unless the eggs
were fostered to Societies. As we
gained more experience and ex-
changed information with other

i R SRR
As we gained more
experience and
exchanged informa-
tion with other

breeders, we be-
came more skilled at
raising Owis.

breeders, we became more skilled at
raising Owls.

General behavior and
requirements

The Owl finch tends to be
highly active and nervous and there-
fore should be housed in a large cage
(24"x36™ or tlight. Don't over-
crowd as they can be aggressive to-
wards cach other and panic more
easily under these conditions. ! have
found them to breed well both in a
colony set-up and in cages. one pair
per cage. With the colony set-up you
have less control over mate selection
and inbreeding is more likely to oc-
cur. [ have better success using no
more than two bonded pairs per
cage, and even then they sometimes
bicker over nesting sites. Owl
finches prefer to sleep in a nest and
providing one may prevent “night
frights”.

Owl finches are a highly social
species and do not do well as single
specimens. They have been known to
pile into a single nest at night some-
what like Societies. Owls are de-
scribed as fairly peaceful but 1 have
found them to be aggressive towards
their own kind when overcrowded
and disruptive to other breeding
birds in a mixed aviary. The disrup-
tion is due more to their high level
of activity and curiosity.
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A TRIO OF OWL
FINCHES,

bred and photo-
graphed by
Sandee Gregorich.
Minneapolis, MN.

Be observant! Because of their
curiosity and activity level, T have
found some Owls that have gotten
themselves into potentially fatal
situations. Two managed to slip into
the top of a satellite hanging feeder 1
use. 1 now tape the sliding top shut.
Another Owl wedged uself in be-
tween the tightly packed cedar
branches and the mesh in a mesh bag
{the kind onions come in) nest. In
hoth instances 1 found the birds in
time. So far none have caught their
bands and all my birds are closed
handed. This goes to show we must
be alert to all potential hazards in
their environment.

Native Habitat

Area of distribution includes
Northemn and eastern Australia, Ow)
finches are often found near water

sources and the landscape usually in-
cludes tall grasses, bushes and small
trees. They frequently inhabit areas
such as sugar cane fields. gardens
aud parks, Most of the Owl finches
commonly available are the white
rumped variety. In the Notrthern Ter-
ritory and Groote Eylandt (one of the
northern islands) 1s a nominate which
is black rumped (P.B. annulosa).

Housing and
environment

Minimum breeding cage for
one pair should be 24”7 x 24", Some-
times 1wo pairs can be bred in a 247
x 36" cage if they all get along well.
1deal setting i a planted flight cage
indoors or outdoors depending on
climate. Location ot the cage or avi-
ary should be 1o a relatively quiet
area.
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Owls will 1olerate temperatures
down to 50°F but should be kept
considerably warmer when breeding
to prevent egg binding. Like many
Australiap species they stop brooding
the young after one week thus re-
quiring a warm climate to ensure
survival of chicks. Lighting should
alsa be provided if they do not re-
ceive enough natural light. Perches
af varying thickvess or natural
branches should be available.

Sexing

Lt is difficult for me o visually
sex Owl finches, Bea is much better
at it. Generally the males have
hiatder dark brawu neck and cliest
bands and the white is much brigbter
an the tace and chest. Also males are
said to have whiter spots on the
wings. Females lay eggs and males
sing. At least I haven't found a fe-
miale who sings although this occurs
frequently with Waxbills. 1t 1s possi-
ble to identify males as they will
tend to sing if separated from otber
Owl finches.

Diet

Provide a high quality finch
seed mix as vour basic diet. | bad 10
try several brands until 1 found ane
that contained tbe right ixture of
seed that the Owls preferred. They
also tend to like half-ripe seed heads
and millet sprays. Otter them a vari-
ety of leafy greens: kale, spinach.
dandehon and chickweed, as well as
other vegetables (fresh comn. grated
carrots) and truits,

Other addirions to the diet
should include cuttlebone. finely

ground boiled eggshell, digestible
mineral grit. sprouted seed. Petamine
of vitamin-mineral supplement, and
a protein food. The prowein can be in
the form of egg food. CeDe mix,
dnied or live musca domestica. meal-
worms, fruit flies. aphids—whatever
source is available and readily con-
sumed. 1 offer egg food mix (home
made) to vy Owls daily and they
consume most of it. Bea offers CeDe
ntix {sometimes she moistens it).
Some of my Owls greedily devour
mealworms and others won't touch
them. L1 is possible to keep Owls in
top condition without having to give
themw live food as long as they get
some type of protein tood.

Alsa remember that Owls tend
to be graund feeders, Ming are al-
ways pecking and scratching ag the
hottom of the aviary.

Breeding

Owls can he difficult to breed
as they are not as calm as Gouldians.
However, once they settle down and
are provided proper housing, diet
and nesting facilities they can be
quite prolific, 1've gotten to the
point where niine will raise their
own bug they are not exactly what 1'd
call prolitic. Part of the problem is
due 1o lack of space.

A bhreeding pair should he
housed 0 a cage ar least 247 x 247,
You may be ahle to colony breed a
liwited pumber of pairs (2 or 3) ina
large tlight pravided the pairs are
honded and you can closely observe
the hirds tor proper record keeping.
You can encourage a pair to bond by
keeping them caged together, exclud-
ing all other Owl finches, After a
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while they will start sitting
togelher and preening each
other. Once you feel they
are strongly bonded you
can put them with another
bonded pair. Be careful
that related offspring don’t
hond to each other. Owls
mature at a surprisingly
young age.

For cage breeding it
is recommended thai a
binged top nest box be
mounted on the outside. Feeders and
waterers should be mounted outside
1o allow more room and less distur-
bance during daily maintenance, The
hinged 10p nest hox also allows for
easy access to the eggs and chicks for
egg trapsters and banding.

Owils will also use a closed
wicker nest and even a 1wo liter plas-
tic-bottle with a large opening
stuffed with evergreen branches.
Disposable cardboard nest boxes are
convenient and cut the risk of disease
and mites since they are not re-used.

Nesting materials usually con-
sist of dried grasses and shredded
burlap. It is interesting to note thal
in their native habitat. eastern popu-
lations of Owl finches ting their nests
with feathers whereas those in the
north and northwestern areas do not.
Both birds engage in nest building
and both incuhase the eggs although
the female usually spends more rime
in the nest.

Sometimes 1t s necessary to
present live food in order to stimu-
lale the Owls to breed. | have not
heen able to pinpoim a specific
breeding season for Owls. They
seem t¢ breed all year long. They
have also been found to nest a1

different times in their natural
habitat.

Av open water dish 1 usually
provided at all times for bathing.
Not only because they love to bathe
but breeders feel the moisture helps
maintain proper humidity far the
eggs. | have bad instances where un-
hatched eggs were found to be dried
up when opened. As gross as it may
sound, you should open eggs that
hiave been tong abandoned or gone at
least a week past their hatching date.
You can determine whether the eggs
were fertile, if the chicks did in the
shell, and whether there was suffi-
cient moisture. Eggs usually have to
be incubated one week to detect
signs of fertility (presence of red
blood vessels in yolk).

Fostering

Sometimes the birds just will
1ol incubate or will destroy the eggs.
In these instances it may he neces-
sary to foster 1the eggs to Societies or
Zebra fiuches, For 1he best results do
not mix tlie Owl eggs or chicks with
thase of other species. You run the
risk of lowering the Owl chick's
chance for survival. Reniove the Qwl
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chicks as soon as they are independ-
ent and place them with their own
kind to prevent imprinting on the
foster parents. Every once in a while
1 hear an owl sing a very strange
Society-like song. not that Owls have
what you would call a melodious
song. Fostered birds can and do
grow up to be successful parents.

Hatching and care of
young

Owl chicks are smaller than so-
ciety or Zebra chicks. They are fuzzy
and light-skinned when first hatched
but the skin color gradually darkens.
The parent birds should have plenty
of protein food to raise healthy
chicks. The protein food sbhould be
wel] accepted by 1he parents before
the chicks hatch.

Owl chicks should be banded
at about 7 days okd with an "A" size
NFSS closed band. You will find
that the parents will leave the nest
for longer periods by this time so it
shiould be less disturbing. The
chicks' eyes should be just opened at
this age.

The following is an example of
how well my Owls have progressed
in raising their own. As the weather
began to get cooler 1 was forced to
move my finches to warmer indoor
cages, This particular hen had a
chick in the nest that was just begin-
wing to featlier in (her other eggs did
uot hatch), Hoping against all odds.
1 placed the chick and nest in the in-
dvor cage which was much smaller
and crowded. 1 kept checking the
nest but none of the Owls would go
in and feed the chick, In desperation
1 attempted to hand feed the chick

but knew 1 could vot continue this
due 10 my work schedule. As a last
resort 1 took the chick out of the nest
and placed it on the floor of the cage
hoping one of the Owls would take
pity on it and feed it. The chick
could not fly. It just sat in the corner
looking pathetic. After a while 1
heard begging neises and noticed
that someone was feeding the chick.
1 breather a sigh of relief. From then
on the chick was well fed. Fortu-
nately, it was feathered out enough
t0 maintain its body heat while out
of the nest.

Egg Food Recipe

1 hard boiled egg

1 teaspoon dry vitamin-mineral sup-
plement (Prime, Vionate. Top-
pers, ete.)

1 tablespoon 90% soy proteiu (soy
concentrate hag less sodium that
50y isolate)

Boil egg 15-20 minutes, Cool, then
finely grate egg and add powdered
ingredients. You can add more soy
protein to get a dryer texture. You
can also add scraped cuttlebone or
crushed calcium tablets if extra cal-
cium is needed. Do vot add any oils.

References:

Goodwin. Derek Estrildid Finchas of
the World 1982

Koepff. Christa The New Finch
Handbook 1984

This article was previousty printed in
Virginia Finch Forum. Oclober 1992
and {5 reprinted here with their kind
permission.
o
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The Mynah Birds
Called Indian Hill

By Dr. Al Decoteatt
Groton, Massachusetts

As people talk to me at shows.
seminars and fairs, it has occurred o
me that the majority do not know the
differences between the various so-
called Indian Hill Mynahs.

Not all Hill Mynzahs come
from India. The main genera nanme is
GRACULA —now cne can see where
the name grackle came.

Gracula refigiosa inrermedia,
the Greater Hill Mynal. is the one
we most often see. It is quite re-
nowned for its talking ability. 1t is
ten to twelve inches in length and
must be differentiated from the
Lesser Hill Mynah, Graculu re-
ligiosa indica. The Lesser is not as
good a talker.

In the Greater, the vellow wat-
tles are separated only by a very
small area of black feathers hehind
the eyes: these wattles end on the
uape in a broad hanging lobe. The
Lesser has a narrower beak and its
wattles extend from the nape to the
Crown in a very narrow line. The
black patch of feathers below the eye
is much wider than that seen in the
Greater.

The Greater comes from: Thai-
lund to northern India to the Himila-
yas. The Lesser comes from South
West India.

The very large Javan Hill My-
nah will go 15 to 16 inches and
comes from Sumatra and Malaysia.
lts wattles are separated from a small
area of bare skin below the eye. The
Javan is an excellent talker. When
you see a giant Javan. you'll know
it. It is much larger than the Greater
Hill Mynah.

To give you an idea as to their
occurrence in the U.S.. there were
about 75,000 to 100,000 of the
Greaters brought into the U.S. in the
late 1980's, whale less than 200
Javans werte imported.

We occasionally see a single
Javan: it would be nice to pair up
these singles and attempt to breed
this niagnificam Mynah. Gracula re-
ligiosa religiosa.

o

The Wonderful World of
Finches and Softbills: An
Introduction

An NFSS Video
Prepared and narrated by
NFSS Panel Judge Jon Hoffman

Adapted from a stide presentation.
the birds will delight you and the
narration wili fascinate you!

Much more than an introduction. this
video looks at dozens of varieties of
finches and softhills, as presented in
the NF55 Shiow Classifications.

To order. see the FINCHSHOP order
form in this issue.
o
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Breeding the African Finches

Red-headed Weaver
Clutch Hatched
Under Societies

By Jim Cody
Swannanoa, Narth Carolina

The well-known Cutthroat
finch has a rarer, more beautiful
coussn—Amadina erythrocephalu,
tie Red-headed finch, sometimes
known as the Aberdeen finch [or
Paradise Sparrow. The male’s head
is a dull red. The breast is covered
with scaly black and white markings
on a fawn background. Females are
barred in black. The hen has no red,
aud is mottled grey-brown.

Native to South Africa, north
to Angola, it inhabits dry savannah
and semi-arid regions.

(It] can become aggressive with
smaller birds, especially when breed-
ing. 1 bought two pairs from a quar-
antine station in November 1991.
One hen was lost, The remaining hen
promptly paired with a male and
three weeks later began laying. They
were in a flight with other finches of
the same shipment.

The pair selected a half-fronted
uest box and swuffed it with hay.
Five large white eggs were laid. and
incubated, Three were fertile and
hatched. Whether they fed at all. 1
don't know but the young were
thrown from the nest. The hen laid
three eggs in a coconut and two in a
wicker nest. These were put under
two male Societies where four
hatched. Because of their large size,

and coloration—ail black—1 was anx-
ious about their success. All four
were fed and left the nest at 22-24
days.

Three females left first and
then, two days later, a male came
out. He hived only four days. The
young were very wild for about a
week and [ think he injured himself,
After about a week the hens became
nearly as tame as some of my
canaries.

After this round, my Cordon
Bleu's were attempting to nest, so
the Red-heads were removed from
the flights and the hen put with the
hen canaries, the two males were put
with the male canaries. No aggres-
sion has been shown.

first and then, two
days later, a male
came out.

This 1s a beautiful finch which
we should try to keep. [t is very nest
sensitive and will abandon it with the
slightest provocation. It will cross
readily with the Cutthroat but this is
not recommended as we should keep
the stocks pure,

My birds came from a quaran-
tine station and a mouth later were as
tame as canaries. | have enjoyed
them greatly.

This article originally appeared in the
May/June 1992 issue of Bird’s Eye
View. newsletier of the Smoky Mountain
Cage Bird Society. Ashevile. N.C.. and
was reprinted in the January 1993 issue
of The Virginia Finch Forum.
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Flocking Together...

Qur readers have the following guestions for
the NFSS membership:

® A problem 1 have is that ants become a sertous threat here in
the warmer months. and several babies last year were killed in the
nest by ants. Is there something safe 1 can use ro protect them
against this problem? I put their egg food dislt in a water-filled

saucer, and keep the cage as clean as possible.
J.P., Bermuda

+ . - g . .
**  Whar can NFSS do w recognize the accomplishments
of hreeders. to the sante extent that show exhibitors are

spotlighted?
T.L., Housten. TX

Send your anewere c/o the Editor, The NFSS Bulletin,

Want to correspond with fellow NFSS members whe share your inter-
est in a particular species or who may have met a challenge in their
bird room similar to the one you are facing? Use the NFSS FLOCKING
TOGETHER column to send a call out to the membership. Mail your
request to the Editor. The NFSS Bulletin.

Find a feather out of place?

Send corrections and suggestions for improvement to
The NFSS Bulletin
Editor Martha Wigmore
18913 Boston St. NW
Elk River. MN 53330-1155
or call (612) 241-0071
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Conservation effort

The Red Siskin
Project

By Yvonno Patterson

Habitat destruction and illegal
trapping have devastated many spe-
cies of birds. The American Federa-
tion of Aviculture {AFA)isa
nonprofit conservation organization
which seeks 1o preserve wild birds in
their natural habitat and where ap-
propriare. through captive breeding.
The AFA's Red Siskin Project (RSP)
is a mode] breeding program for en-
dangered species of birds. 1t is run
by private aviculturists, much like
the NFSS FINCHSAVE program.

The Venezuelan Red Siskin is a
beautiful little bird at 3 1/2" long; it
is about the size of a Zebra Finch.
The male is gorgeous with his black
hood, black wings and tail, and red
wing bar. Although red, his feather
patterns resemble his cousins from
North American. the American
Goldfinch. Like the male Red Siskin.
the female has black wings and tail
and red wing bars but has an overall
grey colorationl.

The Red Siskin was cliosen as
the model bird for this breeding pro-
gram because it is the only Red
Siskin in the world. Most siskins
have green and yellow patterns while
some are black.

Since the earty 1800°s, the red
Siskin has beent trapped for the caged
bird wrade and shipped all over the

world. By the late 1800's it was dis-
covered that Red Siskin males could
be hybridized with canary hens. All
of the red canaries in aviculture to-
day were derived from cross-
breeding with the Red Siskins. An-
other factor leading to its demise
were the skins/feathers to adorn la-
dies' hats. Both greatly reduced the
wild Red Siskin population.

In the last 50 years the wild
population has been reduced to two
small fragmented groups. One in
northwest Venezuela and the other in
the north-central region. In the early
1980's, the late Sadie Coates, a field
biclogist, along with Professor Anto-
ni¢ Rivero, the world's most noted
authority on wild Red Siskins, per-
formed field studies to determine the
remaining population of these birds.
They found the wild isolated flocks
to number between 600-800. At a
1993 meeting with Professor Rivero
we learned it 1s very difficult to lo-
cate birds in the wild today.

Breeding in captivity

Because there are so few Red
Siskins left in the wild, we do not
wish to encourage their entrapment
for our breeding purposes. There-
fore. the RSP is working with Red
Siskins that are curzently found in
aviculture. We will reintroduce cap-
tive bred Red Siskins back into their
native Venezuela only if there is
guaranteed protection from trapping.
If this species becomes extinct in its
native territories, then the captive
population must be managed in cap-
tivity to prevent the complete extine-
tion of the species.
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We are applying for permits to
import captive-bred Red Siskins
from other countries, which are be-
ing donated to dhis cause. Because
there has been so much hybridization
within the Red Siskin captive popu-
lations. we are per-
formtng isoenzyme
analysis to deter-
mune the extent of
hybrids in our pro-
gram, along with
other countries’
breeding programs.

If you are an
independent breeder
of Red Siskins, then
the AFA-RSP
would be willing to
trade birds with you
so that we both
could benefit from
the exchange of bloodlines. We
would also ask you if you could do-
nate siskins to this program from
your flock.

Milton was quoted as saying
"Nature. she hath dong her part. do
thou but thine..." A successful pro-
ject will show the U.S. Fish & Wild-
life officials that we as private
aviculturists can participate in
conservation-oriented cooperative
breeding programs. And if guaran-
teed protection is given. we can put
birds back into their native habitat.
We have the collective expertise and
the unlimited collective resources o
really make a difference in the sur-
vival of endangered species of birds.

Siskin Summit '94

The first part of August this
year. we will be holding a Siskin

The AFA's Red

Siskin Project i1s a
model breeding pro-
gram for endangered
species of birds. It is
run by private avicul-
turists, much like the

NFSS FINCHSAVE

program.

Summit at the AFA convention in
Knoxville. Tennessee. You are in-
vited to join us and hear and meet
successful Red Siskin breeders.
There will be a question/answer ses-
sion and a roundtable discussion be-
tween breeders. The

.94 AFA conven-
tion will feature Af-
rican and Austrabian
species. Separate
Tegistrations are
available for only
the Siskin Summit
or the entire three-
day convention. For
more information,
please contact the
author at the ad-
dress below.

The RSP is
* offering for sale a
VCR presentation of Professors’
Rivero and Smith's talks at the ‘93
Siskin Summit, Rivero discusses the
habitat. nesting and food sources of
wild Red Siskins. Smith presents the
Venezuelan government's proposals
for faunal preserves they are creating
to protect the Red Siskins. (Smith's
Siskin Summit trip was sponsored by
the Venezuelan government), The
cost of this video is $22.95, which
includes shipping. It will be a won-
derful addition to your bird club’s li-
brary. Please send your check
payable to the AFA-RSP to Yvonne
Patterson. Promotions Director,
10735 East 40 Higlway, Independ-
ence. MO 64055, Please indicate in
tlie Memo section of your check,
yout knowledge ol this came from
NFSS. We thaok you. and so do the
Red Siskins!

»,
<
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Member #43 reflects upon
NFSS—The First

Ten Years

8y Tom Rood
NFSS Member #43
Shalbyvile, Mincis

Having just received my
Jan/Feb 1994 issue of the NFSS Bul-
tetiri. 1 found an extra litle letter
from editor Martha Wigmore stapled
inside. Martha's leteer was sent a
very small number of people who are
stiil part of the first 200 NFSS mem-
bers since its formation in 1984, She
referred to us as "4 very special
group within NFSS.” | had the pleas-
ure of discussing this subject with
Martha during a telephone conversa-
tion in early February. Now that's
not what she called me when we
talked! 1 think she said 1 was one of
the original "Old ----"s” of NFSS.
By the way, I've also seen that title
printed on baseball caps in gag gift
shops!

...other members of
the cage bird hobby
realized that young

finches could be bred
and close banded.

The purpose of Martha's letter
t0 “a very special group within
NFSS" was 10 remind us that 1994 is
the 10th Anniversary of the National
Finch and Softhll Society and we
are "invited” to put a few of our
thoughts on paper concerning the
past 10 years. Actually, after think-
ing about it for awhile, it's quite an
honor to be included in this group as
I'm sure that names like Parlee,
Decoteau, Geesey, Gunby. Clear,
Hoppin, and others are also in-
cluded. Way back in 1984. [ was as-
signed NFSS membership #43 and [
am proud 10 say that [ still own this
number today.

1t's really hard to put my
thoughts on paper concerning NFSS
over the past 10 years. S0 much
could be written! Rather than go
through my stack of past NFSS Bul-
{eting for ideas. | think 1 witl just
keep writing from memory and see
where this article takes me (us).

Hooked on NFSS

I think my first recollection of
actually being an NFSS member
came at the first "Kaytee Great
Amnerican Bird Show™ in Chicago,
[llinois {October 1986). It was at this
show that T {irst met miany of the
original NFSS members on Martha's
elite list. The 1986 Kaytee Show was
also my first ‘official” NFSS show as
an exhibitor. | had shown finches for
many years prior to the formation of
the National Fiuch and Softbill Soci-
ety. but your first NFSS affiliated
show is always a memorable ong.

Having read about names like
Parlee, Decoteau. Hoppin, Gunby.
Armitage, and Geesey in prior NFSS
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Bulletins. it was really exciting to ac-
tuatly meet and talk with these peo-
ple. Dr, Al Decoteau was the NESS
Panel Judge for the Kaytee Show.
and Bill Parlee was there as a mem-
ber of the overall Best

One of Martha's suggestions in
lier letter about writing an article for
the NFSS' 10th Anniversary was
something significant that NFSS has
done. Responding to this idea could
... fill volumes of NFSS

in Show judging team. 1
remember arriving in
Chicago expecting the
largest and mos1 com-
petitive finch entry 1'd
ever experienced. Other
than the 1984 Chicago
National (not yet affili-

...finch breeders
and exhibitors
were certainly in
the minority.
Ten years ago,
the National
Finch and Soft-

" Bulletins! My opinion
on the significance of
NESS is that it put the
finch hobhy on the
map and on equal
ground with the other
variety specialists. |
don’t know how it was

ated with NFSS). [ had bill Society in other parts of the
only exhibited my Started fo country. hut in the
tinches at local club change all of section of the U.§.
shows. | remember sit- that. where 1 could partici-

ting in the gallery
watching every single
hird conie in fromt of Dr. Decoteau.
By the completion of the section
judging, 1 had 2nd Best Society with
a dilute crested and 2nd Best Austra-
lian with a white Shafttail. 1 could
have gone home at that point very
exctted and very happy. However.
following the Top Bench judging. Al
had put my white Shafttail as 8th
Best in Show. What a thrill it was to
see a large pink NFSS roseie hang-
ing from my show cage. 1 still have
that rosette today! | know that
Brenda probahly had hirds on the
Top Bench above 8th place. but her
encouragement and excitement for
my win will never he torgotten. I re-
call Cecil Gunhy's normal Shafttail
taking Best in Show and L'll always
remember Steve Hoppin's Pintailed
Nonpareil as 2nd Best in Show.,
Needless to say. [ left Chicago very
excited and truly hooked on the Na-
tional Finch and Softhill Society.

_ parte. finches certainly

~ played "second Addle”
w canaries, budgies, and cockatiels.
Since most other varieties of cage
hirds were already supported by spe-
cialists organizations, finch breeders
awd exhibitors were certainly in the
minority. Ten years ago. the Na-
tional Finch and Softbill Soctety
started to change all of that.

Bypassing unaffiliated
shows

I remember the first cage bird
show | ever exhihited in had a total
of nwe sections for finches and soft-
hills, Zehras were shown in the ze-
bra section and «ff other finches and
softhills were shown in the A.Q.V.
seciion. That was it! There was 1o
Best in Division or Top Bench judg-
ing. and the thought of a Best Un-
flighted finch was unheard of.

Once the National Finch and
Softhill Society canie on the scene,
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i Parrot Finches:
¥y Blue-faced
Blue-faced Lutino
Red-headed
Red-headed Pied
Red-headed Sea Green
Pin-tailed
Peale’s

§ Trcolor {(Forbes/ Blue-breasted)
¢ Gouldian Finches:

Normal

White-breasted

Yellow

Blue, Dilute Blue, and Silver

Waxbills:

Lavender AL
Gold-breasted
Violet-cared e
Swee (Yellow-bellied)
Blue-capped Cordon Bleu
Senegal Fire Finch

Also:
Cuban Melodius Finches
Cinnamon (Fawn) Star Fincbes
Green Singing Finches
Owl Finches
Zebra Finches
Society Finches

& All of our birds are bred in our home and are NFS banded whenever
5 possible. We will ship. and we welcome visitors anytime. Pleasc call
& for an appointment {no wholesalers): (617) 891-4056.

& Lainey Claflin & Jobn Bikales 226 Ash Street Weston, MA 02193 B

bigger and better things started hap-
pening for finch breeders and exhibi-
tors. When local clubs learned that
finch breeders would by-pass non-
affiliated shows and travel long dis-
tances to NFSS affiliated
shows...well. you can probably
guess what happened next. Many af-
fitiated clubs updated their finch di-
vision with the accepted NFSS
classification system. Finch entries
rivaled canary entries. and many
eyes were opened a little wider. Best
Unflighted became a sought after
award and other members of the cage
bird hobby realized that young
finches corld be bred and close
banded. Finch entries at niany Na-
tional Shows in the past 10 years
have been near the top. How many

of you remember the 347 finches and
softhills at the Dearborn National? |
know my good friend, Earl Courts,
reinembers! None of this would have
been possible without NFSS.

Credit to Parlee and
Geesey

As you may have guessed, this
article suggests that 1 am a strong be-
liever. supporter. and promoter of
the National Finch and Softhill Soci-
ety. I must give most of the credit to
our two past Presidents. Bill Parlee
and Brenda Geesey. Without these
two people. 1 am sure that NFSS
would not be where it 1s today. As
much as | enjoy the hobby. 1 know |
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And from member #184
Congratulations!!
on the NFSS Ten
Year Anniversary

by Jose Aleman
NFSS Member 184
Orfandp, FL

It seems like just the other day
that 1 joined the NFSS, but to my
surprise when | looked recently, the
very first NFSS publication I re-
ceived was dated March/April 1985,
[ missed NFS§' very first year, but
was in 1985 assigned NESS # Q184.
Since that time T have been a sup-
porting member of our organization
and [ have managed to collect all of
the NFSS Buliletins, from April 1984
to the present. The wformaaon pro-
vided by this publication has been of
great help to my breeding program,
Excellent articles written by breeders
like myself are always helpful. to
both the novice and the experienced
breeder.

It feels very good to know that
['m one of the 42 members, out of
the first 200 that is supporting our
organization. Somg¢ of the ways that 1
have been able to contribute to NFSS
include articles 1 wrote titled "Breed-
ing the Cuban Melodious" {in the
Jan/Feb 1989 issue of the Bulletin)
and "Breeding the Black-faced
Grassquit" (iu the July/August 1992
issue).

I have exhibited closed handed
finches in shows affiliated with
NFSS in 1987, '88, "89. 91 and
‘92, I have also supported NFSS at
the times that [ have been the guest
speaker 10 many of Flonda's bird
clubs. At these times. T urge the local
¢lub members to join and participate
in NFSS. | have been recruiling
members since 1985.

['m locoking forward to the next
ten years of NF8S8, During this time
1 will try to materialize some of my
drearus, like becoming an apprentice
NFSS judge and eventually become a
panel judge. | would also like to par-
ticipate in the NFSS FINCHSAVE
progrant.

To everyone affiliated with
NFSS...

THANK YOU!!! for ten won-
derful years.

Tom Rood, continied

will never be able to thank Bill and
Brenda enough for their dedication

and hard work which allows me to

enjoy the hobby. Without them, we
wouldn't have been...

In conclnsion. 1 hope NFSS
CONMIUES (O progress as positively as
it has for the past 10 years. 1'm glad
t¢ be considered one of the original
"Old ----"s" in NFSS. 1 accept that
title with pride.
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More on the Viduine Whydahs

[ was very pieased to see the short article on Viduine Whydahs in the
March/April issue. This genus has been largely neglected in aviculture. 1

would like to point out that there are at least three other species of parasitic
Whydahs.

PARASITIC WHYDAH HOST ESTRILDID

Baka Indigobird (Vidua larvaticola) Masked Fire Finch (Lagonosticta

larvata)
Wilson's Indigobird (V. wilsoni) Bar-breasted Firefinch (L. rufopicta)
Jambandu Indigobird (V. raricola) Black-bellied Fire Finch (L. rara)

1 am not sure whether any of these are currently found n aviculture. It is
very hard 1o distinguish between the various species of Indigohirds. However.
as they all imitate the song of their host species, aviculrists with a keen ear
and host Fire Finches to compare to should be able to ensure that they have the
correct host.

1 would like to encourage others to try to breed these fascinating birds
while there is still ime. They can be successfully established in captivity. A
viable captive-bred population of Pin-tailed Whydahs has been established in
Australia even though there have been no imports since 1960.

Mark Sproufe

New NFSS Conservation Committee!

The NFSS Conservation Committee has been created to establish
a budget, policy and procedures within NFSS for contributing to quali-
fied hreeding programs and consortiums.

Chairperson Kris Kroner will be happy to hear from members with
ideas about this and other work NFSS can do to support conservation of
finches and softbills. You can find her address and phone number on
page 8.
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Special Issues Coming
Your Way!

But First, A Request For Your
Contributions

SPECIAL FEATURE sections, focus-
ing on a particular finch or sofibill and on
other topics of interest to NFS members
will be included in upcoming issues of
The NFS Bulietin. The first features will
COver:

o TOURACOS

o RED-EARED WAXBILL and close relatives
¢ CAGE BREEDING

[f you wish to submit an arti- Watch upcoming issues for
cle, long or short, photographs or calls for your articles, etc. on
artwork for these SPECIAL FEA- other SPECIAL FEATURE topics.
TURE subjects, submissions Readers” requests for SPECIAL
should be made prior to August FEATURE subjects are invited.
1st, 1994,

Photo of "Oscar”, a Red-crested Touraco hand-fed by Steve Hoppin,

The Eagle
The sun’s rays

Lie along my wings
And stretch beyond their tips.

Fapage ndtan
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The Wild Bird Conservation Act of 1992

The Impact of The
Legislation

by Martha Wigmore
Bk Arver, Mirmesota

Proposed Regulations Under
WBCA: published 3/17/94

The other night [ had the rare
pleasure of watching the Northern
Lights for the first time. The river of
light flowed directly overhead. from
horizon to horizon, 1ts undulaling
currents and ripples made it seem as
though the heavens had been re-
versed with the rivers from earth. It
got me to wondering, as nature often
does - wondering a great big meta-
physical why?

[ realized this morning that this
delightful sense of why has visited
me many times, and most often.
though more subtly, when 1'm
watching our finches and softhills
behaving in ways which are so natu-
ral to them, and so different than we
humans. Qur contact with nature -
actual physical involvement, not 1hat
which is filtered to us in words. pho-
tographs or on film, draws out of us
the larger issues of life. Not such a
bad thing. is it?

The other night | was also read-
ing the Proposed Regulations under
the Wild Bird Conservation Act
(WBCA) pubtished by the U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service {USFWS) in the
Federal Register on March 17, 1994,
You're right if you guessed that this
was not nearly as pleasurable as
watching the Northern Lights!

In hrief, the WBCA restricts
who can import birds (see the Sum-
mary of Effects printed in the Mar-
Apr 94 issue of The NFSS Bulletin;
and what hirds can be imported,
covered 1n part in this latest set of
proposed regulations.

Some hirds are classified as
Cuptive-Bred Species under the pro-
posed regulations. and importable
with less hassle. The captive-bred
list currently includes only 37 spe-
cles of exotic birds (see fist).

if a species is bred in captivity
in large numbers, but individual
birds of that species are still taken
from the wild, that species cannot be
included as a captive-bred species.

Importable Captive-Bred Finch
and Dove Species

Gouldian finch
Painted finch
Chestnut-breasted finch
Socisty finch
Pictorella finch

Star finch

Long-tailed grassfinch
Double-barred finch
Parson finch

Zebra finch

Masked finch

Rock dove

Source: Federal Register. 3/17/904
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With a few exceptians whicl do nat
really impact finch and softbill fanci-
ers, when a species is still taken
fram the wild. the species is classi-
fied by USFWS as a Nun-Captive-
Bred Species. Exporting countries
must meet rigorous requirements be-
fore being granted approval ta send
not-captive-bred birds inta the U.S.

When these regulatious are final-
ized, and applications have been
processed, the Service will publish a
list of approved non-caplive-bred
species for import. 1t appears that
gaining approval will be very diffi-
cuit, and imports will remain far
some time at extremely low levels.

The prapased regulations alse
present criteria for qualifying fureign
facilities that breed exatic birds in
captivity, Captive-bred birds fram
qualified overseas facilities can be
imported witl much less difficulty.
But at present, the few overseas
breeding facilities which might be
qualified would not be able to fil the
iniport gap to a any significant
degree.

All comments needed

The American Federation of
Aviculture (AFA) proposes simpler
requirements to qualify averseas
breeding lacilivies and encourages
aviculwurists o send their conunients
10 the USFWS. The AFA laments
that earlier only 96 camments, iu-
cluding those sent by animal rights
acrivists were received regarding
propuscd regs. AFA states "when
you dan’t write. USFWS believes

you are nat interested or do not care
abhout the regulatians!”.

The USFWS 15 willing to an-
swer any questions about the WBCA
and regs. Mark Phillips with the Of-
fice of Management Autharity wark-
ing on the regulatians, asked that
callers read the regulations befare
calling. He stated that there are tre-
mendous misconceptions about the
regulations in the avicultural commu-
nity, and we should uuderstand that
the Service is not out ta get the cage
bird cammunity. But few of the avi-
culturists who have called. he added,
have taken the time to read the
regulations.

The comment periad on much of
the regulatians discussed here ended
MAY 16th (nor April 16th as first
published in the Federal Register).
Bur comments an the requirements to
determine inmportable non-captive-
bred species may be received until
JUNE 15th.

Need more information or a
capy of the regulatians? Call Susan
Liebernian with the Office of Man-
agentent Authority (703) 358-2093.
The American Federation of Avi-
culture also keeps currem with the
regulalary proposals. Write ta them
at P.O. 273112, Cancard. CA
94527. You can alsa cantact Bird
Clubs of America for their excellent
The Government and Birds newslet-
ter. Contact Dick lvy. PCBS. P.O.
Bax 2005, Yarktawn, VA 23692,
{804) 898-5090.

Aud T, of course. have a capy
af the regulations which U1l gladly
lend vau uext tinie the Northern
Lights are out! i
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Proposed Pekin Robin Standard

Leinthrix lutea

Proposed by the National Finch and Softbill Society - Revision 2
May 1994
{Revision 1 was published in Mar/Apr 1993 Bulletin)

Any comments should be sent to:
Dr. Al Decoteau
P.O. Box 369
Groton, MA 01450

CONFORMATION. . . .............. 50 POINTS

Head and Body. . . ... ... 20 pts

Wings. . .............. 15 pts

Tail. .. ... .. ... ... ... 15 pts
CONDITION. ... ... .. .. ... ... ... 20 POINTS
COLOR AND MARKINGS. . .. ........ 15 POINTS

DEPORTMENT AND PRESENTATION. . . 15 POINTS

CONFORMATION (30 POINTS)
(distributed as follows)

HEAD AND BODY: 20 POINTS The Pekin Robin should measure approxi-
mately five inches from the crown to the tail tip. The head should be mcely
rounded, blending with a thick neck. There should be a shight dip between the
head and the backline. The Pekin Robin should be a robust and full-bodied
bird showing good substance. The eyes should be large and dark.

WINGS: 15 POINTS The wings should be held close against the hody and
the 1ips should meet evenly just above the base ot the tail.

TAIL: 15 POINTS The Pekin Robin has a forked tail, the tips curving
slightty outward. The tail is approximately 1wo inches in length.
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CONDITION (20 POINTS)

While the Pekin Robin is not extremety difficult to keep, excellent condition is
expected on the show beuch. All feathers should be present, clean and shiny
and smeoth. Legs and feet should be clean. Pin feathers. missing feathers.
soiled or frayed feathers. missing toes ar toenails are all condition faulis.

COLOR AND MARKINGS (15 POINTS)

COQCKS: The upper mandible nwst be red while the lower mandible must be a
dull brownisb black. Bebind the beak is a pale pink area covering the lores
drawing a sharp dividing line between a dark and light area over and behind
the eye. The bead is a dark olive shading gradually into a greyish olive over
most of the upper parts. The tip of the rail becomes blackish while the primary
flight feathers are edged in bright yellow. Several fine lines of yellow show
along the length ot the flight feathers in contrast with lines of deep rust or-
ange. A yellow throat patch under the chin fans down into a rusty orange. The
underparts are a pale olive becoming very light in the abdomen. vent and un-
dertail coverts.

HENS: There is very little difference between the sexes: hens have a paler yel-
low in the throat patch. [n some cases. there 1 a duller orange on the wings.

DEPORTMENT AND PRESENTATION (15 POINTS)

DEPORTMENT: 10 POINTS The Pekin Robin shoutd be very active in the
cage moving back and forth. le should be extremely alert. Crouching on the
perch is to be faulted.

PRESENTATION: 5 POINTS Perches should be firmly attached and of suit-
able size for the Pekin Robin. Show cage must be clean. As in all softbills.
food and water must be in the cage.

We wish to thank Clayton Jones for single-handedly taking on this project.
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The National Finch and Softbill Society

Region NEWS

News from
Region 2:
Southeast

Dale Laird - Regional V.P.

The hig news from the South-
east region is the three breeding con-
sortiums we have established in
Cewral Florida. Suncoast Avian So-
ciely has Red-eared Waxbills and
Fire Finches. The Central Florida
Bird Breeders have the Bronze-
winged Mannikin. The Greater Bran-
dom Avian Society presently has
Love Birds but have heen discussing
various finch species with me.

Suncoast has registered their
consortium with FINCHSAVE and 1
have given the paperwork to Central
Florida Bird Breeders to register
thetrs. All three of these clubs have
allocated the funds to buy the hirds
in the consortium, then the birds are
placed with various breeders in the
club and set up for hreeding. The
rules change a bit at this point for the
different clubs. Suncoast spiits the
resulting off-spring with the breeder.

Suncoast is presently applying
te have their consortium recognized
hy the Florida Fish and Game. This
is a prelude {0 recognition at the fed-
eral level.

All three of these cluhs have
based their consortiums on a generic
set of rules Dwight Greenberg of the
Florida Federation of Avian Socie-
ties developed. He provided the ba-
sic paperwork to the different clubs
for modification to fit their specific
goals. Dwight has graciously offered
his services to anyone in the country
who desires t set up a consortium
and needs a place to start, He can be
reached by calling (407) 631-9800.
Dwight is a very early riser so please
no calls after 9:00pm EST.

In most areas of the country
the bird show season is a fall event,
The exception to this rule is the Flor-
ida State Fair Exotic Bird Show.
This 1s a unique show in that each di-
vision is sponsored by a different
bird club in Florida. The Gulf Coast
Bird Club sponsored the Finch and
Softbill division for a two day event
held on 19 & 20 February. There
were 127 Finches and Softhills on
the 19th and 111 on the 20¢th, Earl
Courts picked a Persa Touraco for
Best in Show on the first day owned
hy the Region 2 V.P. Dale Laird.
Dr. Al Decoteau selected a Black
Crested Fitich for Best in Show on
the second day owned hy the NFSS
President, Steve Hoppin.
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Dale has sent an information
packet to each non-affiliated club in
his region to encourage their consid-
eration of the henefits of affiliation
with NFSS,

He has also been in contact
with each affiliated club to review
Regional shows and o preseni them
copies of the new membersitip
brochure.

News from
Region 3:
Mid-Central

Tom Rood - Regional V.P.

At the start of this year, Tom
contacted the delegates of his Re-
gion's affiliated cluhs. His informa-
tion packet for delegates included a
list of the new NFSS officers, a dis-
cussion of 1994 affiliations. a copy
of the new NFSS membersbip bro-
chure. news of hig firse year as ap
NFSS Panet! Judge. and bis pledge to
again provide Ins special awards to
their cluhs™ shows.

News from

Region 5:

Mountain
Julie Kern - Regional V.P.

The amual Regional meeting
in the Mountain Region will be held
on Sunday. October 2. 1994, at

1:30pm in conjunction with the
Rocky Mountain Society of Avicul-
ture’s 32nd annual hird show on Oc-
tober 1 and 2, 1994,

The Mountain Region will also
be having a finch and softbill semi-
nar with as many knowledgeable
breeders and keepers as we can drum
up. Hopefully this get-together will
prove heneficial o all interested in
finches and softbills. Contact Julie
for more information. All are in-
vited to attend!

News from
Region 7:
Caribbean

Dwight Smith - Regional
V.P.

During Fehruary of this year,
Dwight presented two Finch Talk
Shows. At the Ponce Women, the
women enjoyed the tatk. especially
the slides. and some seeds of interest
in the hobby were planted.

All of the people who attended
the Finch Talk Show at the Organ-
izcion Puertorriquena de Aves Exoti-
cas (OPA) were very interested in
finches. Some of the members of
NFESS were at the meeting, and at
least two pew members were signed
up.

Dwight has prepared a Spanish
translation of the "Bevefits of Mem-
bership™ page from the Jan/Feb 1994

Bulletin.

L3
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1993-94
Annual Census
Report

By Tom Rood
Census Chairman

1t is with great pieasure (and
relief!) that 1 am able to subnut an-
other annual census to the members
of the National Finch and Softbill
Society. 1 think as the years go by,
gach census gets longer aud longer
with more species of birds being sub-
niitted. This year's report is no
different.

As the census entry forms
started arriving at my home, it was
very exciting opening each one to see
the variety of finches and softbills
being kept and bred by the member-
ship, However, as the census was
well underway, 1 thought it would

never stop! 1t finally got to the point
where my wife kept teasing me each
day with "more green sheets in the
mail today!”

As you look through this cen-
sus, T think you will be happy about
the number of names working with
the various species of birds being put
on import ban lists. What you cannot
see (from the green sheets) is that
many members are now working
with more pairs of these birds—not
Just one or two pairs as in past years.
Of course, this is good news for the
National Finch and Sofibill Society.
Many of these members should be
contacting the FINCHSAVE group
and signing up with the birds being
worked with.

We are hoping that this year's
format is easy to read and under-
stand. We thought that maybe names
would mean more than menmbership
mumbers. Should you wish to contact
someone working with a bird you are
interested im, simply Yook on the
master list and give him/her a call,
HAFPPY READING!

Is your local club an NFSS affiliate?

The deadline for affiliating with NFSS for1994
is May 31, 1994,
For details contact
NFSS Liaison Officer
Russell Armitage, Jr.
28 Piping Rock Dr.
Waterbury, CT 06706
or call (203) 756-1753
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NFSS 1st Qtr 1994
Board Meeting
"By Mail" - 2/28/94

Reported by Steve Hoppin
IFSS Presidort

My sincere thanks to the seven-
teen of nineteen Board members who
participated in the 1st Qtr 1994
Board Meeting “hy mail", especially
those who took the rime o add com-
ments and suggestions.

The Board vated wa approve

a change from abbreviating
the National Finch and Soft-
hil) Society as "NFS™ w
"NFSS". and a change in the
home office to that of editor,
Marilia Wigmore.

a change in the club logo (see
announcement of new logo
contest elsewhere in this
issue).

NNew NFSS Conservation Committee
The Board was asked to approve
a grant of $100.00 or less w help
fund the Suncoast Avian Society
Captive Breeding Consordum. The
Consortium was formed recently to
work with Red-eared Waxbills and
Fire Finches. They are a non-profit
organization and are depending upon
volunteers and donations to run the
Consortium. They are a participant
in FINCHSAVE. {In NFS§’ fledg-
ling years NFSS did make donations

to the American Federation of
Aviculture.)

The Board voted to support the
Consortiwm, but 1n response to the
niany good comments received re-
garding this issue, a new NFSS Con-
servation Committee has been
formed to establish a budget, policy
and procedures within NFSS for con-
tributing to qualified programs. Be-
fore a grant can be made in this
instance., NFSS must be financially
secure for the year and rules need to
be formalized.

The chairperson of this commit-
tee is Kris Kroner, and the members
include Linda Oja. Steve Hoppin and
2nd V.P. Martha Wigmore. Any
suggestions or ideas can be sene di-
rectly ta Kris Kroner or any canmmit-
tee member (see page 8 for
addresses).

The following are reports from
NFSS Board members and Commit-
tees. prepared for the first meeting of
this Board. While somewhat lengthy
when taken in total, the pieces pro-
vide a valuable overview of where
NFSS 15 at today.

Band Secretary - Denise Capazzi
This year Denise certainly has
had her hands full! She started out
the year with a multitude of orders
and by February 17 was requesting
permission to already place a second
order. The second order was re-
ceived late and therefore caused nu-
meraus orders to be sent out late.
Effective March 18, 1994,
21,170 bands had been sold*!!
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Lisison Officer (Affiliations) - Russ
Armitage
As of 3/14/94. 36 clubs have af-
filiated for 1994, One international
club has agreed to our terms of trad-
ing awards for advertising.
The stawus of applications for Re-
gional Shows is as follows:
Region 1 - Connecticut Association
for Aviculture
Region 2 - Sun Coast Avian Soc.
Sunshine State Cage Bird Society
Region 3 - Greater Chicago Cage
Bird Cluh
Central Kentucky Cage Bird Soc.
Region 4 - Fort Worth Bird Club
Regien 5 - Rocky Mountain Soci-
ety of Aviculture
Region 6 - Golden Gare Avian Soc
1994 Regional show selections
will he reported in the July/August
1994 issue of the Bulletin.

Regional Vice Presidents

Regional V.P."s from four re-
gions reported on their activities this
yedr. See the new REGION NEWS
section in this issue!

FINCHSAVE Committee - Linda Oja

For a FINCHSAVE Progress Re-
port, including detailed participating
species and quantities of participants
please refer to the Mar/Apr 1994
Budietin.

The FINCHSAVE program has a
stroug need o add more species to
the European and South American
groups.

Two participants have volun-
teered to conduct a survey among
participants to ohtain specific infor-
mation s¢ that we can begin writing

up species maunagement plans for
each species. These individuals have
already suhmitted some excellent he-
ginning ideas and samples.

The possibility of a NFSS
FINCHSAVE video is heing
discussed.

MANY THANKS GO OUT TO
LINDA AND THE COMMITTEE
FOR ALL THEIR HARD WORK
AND EFFORTS. AS YOU CAN
SEE FROM THE PROGRESS RE-
PORT IN THE BULLETIN THE
COMMITTEES' EFFORTS ARE
PAYING OFF.

Treasurer's Report - Miki Sparzak
The full Treasurer's Report 1s in-
cluded elsewliere in this issue.
Effective March 21, 1994:
Checking acct. $5.810.35

Savings acet. 2,300.00
Total $8,110.35

Census - Tom Rood

Responses received for the
1993-94 Census bave surpassed last
year's responses. Many new names
this year from all over the country
are included!

Look for the complete 1993-94
NFSS Census with Tom's commenis
elsewhere in this issue.

FINCHSHOP - Pat and Mary Krichten

Pat and Mary took over
FINCHSHOP in March of 1993.
Since thae time sales of show cage
plans (the sets of three). Gouldian
pins. Zebra pins. The NFSS Hand-
book. NFSS name badges. and hack
issues of The NFSS Bulletin have
been the best seliers.
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FINCHSHOP is now also han-
dling the orders and sales of the
NFSS video, The Wonderful World
of Finches and Softbills: An
ntroduction.

Advertising Manager - Lynda Bakule

Effective mid-March, Miki Spar-
zak has turned over the position of
NFSS Advertising Manager to Lynda
Bakula. Miki has done a very fine
job and js warmly thanked for her
service to NFSS in this area.

Standards Committee - Dr. Al
Decoteau

Currentty the Fire Finch Standard
and the Cherry Finch Standard are
completed.

The Society Finch revision, the
Pekin Robin Standard. the Star Finch
Standard and the Mynah Standard are
in progress.

There are currently no tabled
Standards.

The subject came up to have one
general standard. but maintain those
Standards already approved.

Judges Panel - Dr. Al Decoteau
There are currently no appren-
tices. No one has applied as of
March 1, 1994 to take the apprentice
test. As you know. the test can only
he given at GABS or the National.
See the complete details of the NFSS
Apprentice Judge program in this
issue.
1994 Kaytee Great American
Bird Show. Des Moines. lowa -
NFS§ judge is Martha Wigmore.
1994 Naticnal Cage Bird
Show, Manchester. New Hamp-

shire - NFSS judge is Daren
Decoteaun.

Points Director - Dr. Al Decoteeu

A complete listing of 1993 NFS§
Champion Exhibitors and Birds is in-
cluded in the Jan/Feb 1994 issue of
the Bulletin,

Membership Committee - Lynda
Bakula

Effective March 8, 1994 NFSS
mentbership is totaling near 820
membhers.

Membership information requests
continue to come in. Of the 57 in-
quiries this year. 27, or about 50%.
have sent in memberships.

Education Committee - Martha
Wigmore
NFSS' educational activities are
among the most creative undertak-
ings members can take on for the So-
ciety. Members interested in
serving on the Education Commit-
tee, for the year or for a particular
preject, should contact Martha. Your
ideas are welcone!
Current education offerings:
Print:
The NFSS Bulletin
(bi-monthly)
The NFSS Handbook
Non-print:
The Wonderful World of
Finches and Softbills: An In-
troduction Video
There are currently no back-
orders. and new ordering pro-
cedures are in place to ensure
prompt delivery.
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Display Boards
The two large format educa-
tional display boards on
Finches and Softbills, prepared
in 1991 are available to affiki-
ated clubs for use at their shows
and other special events. UPS
shipping to and from NFSS is
paid for by NFSS. Those inter-
ested in using the boards should
contact FINCHSHOP. The
Boards wilt undergo minor re-
furbishing this spring.

Publication Committee - Martha
Wigmore

The Publication Committee pres-
ently consists of Marthia Wigmore.
chairman and Lynda Bakula who re-
cently took over from Miki Sparzak
the position of Advertising Manager
for the Bulletin.

The NFSS Bulletin: The publica-
tion date for each issue has been
pushed forward so that the issues
will be mailed during the first weeks
of the cover date (i.e. May-June is
mailed during the first of second
week of May). The new schedule
will be fully implemented with the
May-June 1994 issue.

The Builetin does not have a
backlog of articles to publish in fu-
ture issues. Submissions from the
membership are afways needed.

Through the efforts of Lynda
Bakula. a special effort was made
with the Jan-Feb 1994 Bulletin to en-
courage renewals of memberships
which expired during the last four
months of 1993. Many renewals
have been received and coutinue to
come in. Just over 800 copies of the

Mar-Apr 1994 Bulletin were mailed
to members, down from 960 in Jan-
Feb 1994 (which included over 200
memberships past due). Current
prineing costs for the Bulletin are
runmng about the same as in 1993.

The NFSS Handbook: First pub-
lished in June 1992, it will be up-
dated in the summer of 1994. Warch
the Bulletin for further information.

Membership Brochure: A new
NFES8S brochure is available from Re-
gional V.P.’s.

We are currently looking for in-
dividuails who would like to serve as
Contributing or Consulting Editors,
artists and writers for the Bulletin.
Members who would like to serve in
these or other capacities on the Pub-
lication Commniittee should contact
Martha. Your ideas and assistance
are welcome!

Is First Class Mailing of
The NFSS Bulletin For You?

For most of our members the Buffe-
tin 15 mailed at bulk (3rd class) raic. Be-
cause ol this, it is hard o determine
when you will reccive yorr copy. The
copies are all mailed on the same day.
but each Post Office that handles your
mail fron the NFSS Home Office 1o your
address may lield up bulk mail on any
given day Ter other ilems it is handling.

With each issue (lie editor sends her-
self @ copy al bulk rate. (o test the wa-
lers. Her own copy has taken (rom one
Lo three weeks. That's quite a round trip!

For your information. the mailing
dates Tor the last (wo issues were:

February 12th for Jan-Feb '94
March 19th for Mar-Apr '94
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Treasurer's Report for 1993

By Viki Sparzak
NFSS Troasurer
STARTING BALANCE 1/01/93 $2.966.85
INCOME 1993:
Bands £11.558.24
Memberships 510.340.86
Affiliated clubs $5.405.00
Ads $846.70
Sales 51.626.85
Judges Fees $170.00
Donalions $7.00
Starting balance ~ 5296683
TOTAL INCOME FOR 19492 $32.921.50
EXPENSES 1993:
Bank charges $215.00
Membership Card Folders $1.000.63
Bands $6.711.46
Awards/Aff. clubs $5.742.02
Operating expease $5,318.50
Sales $665.75
Supplics $338.56
Postage $2.021.09
Printing $6.052.00
Telephone $234.16
Returned checks-cancelied $365.50
affiliations
TOTAL DEBITS FOR 1993 $18.664.67
TOTAL INCOME §32.921.50
TOTAL EXPENSES - 828.664.67
CHECKING BALANCE: $4.256.83
Owstanding checks - S1.1R4.97

Balance 12/31/93 $3,071.86
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NFSS Members in Each Region
as of April 1994

Region 2 Region 1

Region 7
Region 3 Region 6
Region 5
Region 4
Region 1 Northeast 269
Region 2 Southeast 179
Region 3 Mid-Central/Foreign 211
Region 4 Mid-West 111
Region § Mountain 47
Region ¢ Pacific Coast 99
Region 7 Caribbean 35
Total Members 051

Invite a friend to join

NFS55 in 19941
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Welcome New NFSS Members!

New Memberships During the First Quarter of 1994

Region

NFSS
# Name City State  Country
6 2.222 Peggy L Stead Salem OR
1 2.223 Kaihy Francis West Chester PA
3 2.224 Krista Ellis Robards Evansville IN
3 2.225 Linds S Barchel Evansville IN
2 2.226 Mark Runyon Englewood FL
2 2227 Carel Runyon Englewood FL
4 2.228 Thomas K Ressel Ada OK
4 2.229 Ann Stokes Ada oK
1 2,230 Joe Archer Arlington VA
3 2.231 Bill J Berendsen Grand Rapids M1
1 2.232 Thomas W Mills Jr Virginia Beach VA
6 2,233 Julic R Duimstra Corvallis OR
2 2.234 Larry Trille Wesley Chapel FL
22233 David Ward Winter Park FL
} 2.236 Debra Chamblin winter Park FL
6 2.237 Vince Hunlington San Diego CA
6 2.238 Sally Huntington San Diego CA
6 2.239  Eric Huntington Suan Diego Ca
1 2,240 Brenda Stafford Baltimore MD
6 2.241 KenSloan Seattle WA
7 2.242 Carlos Di'ar Rojas Guaynabo PR
6 2.243 David B Holloway Hillsbora OR
1 2.244 Una Hart Granby CT
1 2.245 Buffalo Canary & Budgeri- Buffalo NY
gar Socicty
4 2.246 Pierre Ata Houston TX
1 2.247 Andrea French Corning NY
3 2.248 Robert Gehring Chicago IL
3 2.249 Mike J Persinger Madison W1
3 2,250 Troy B Brown Madison Wi
22,251 Jesse Warren Blairsville GA
2 2.252 Marvin W Barton Blairsville GA
6 2.253 Michele L Vibbert Kailua H1
3 2.254 Ronald L James Little Rock AR
3 2.255  Jimmy Armstrong Little Rock AR
4 2.256  Alan Carlson Willmar MN
4 2.257 Jill Carlson Willmar MN
2 2,258 Diane Scherer Wesley City FL
6 2.259 Ken Provins Lodi CA
1 2.260 Ronald M Rietz Rochester NY
1 2.261 Jean Nazigln Folsom PA
1 2.262 Robert Welsh Westminster MD
1 2.263 Timothy Roche Tewksbury MA
1 2,264 Michele Roche Tewksbury MA
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Region # Name City State Country
7 2,265 Heriberto Santiage Torres Rio Piedras PR
3 2,266 Dominique Engel MD Chicago L
6 2,267 Lois L Taylor Browns Valley CA
3 2,268 Janet Percy St David's BERMUDA
4 2269 Larry G Fluharty Brookings SD
1 2,270 Nancy Strother Fredericksburg VA
6 2,271 Gordon Lloyd Fremont Ca
3 2,272 Marparet A Dixon Wawota SK CANADA
1 2273 Garvin Glaude Brookiyn NY
1 2.274 Bill McCullongh Newport News VA
2 2275 Frank C Gnolfo Delray Beach FL
2 2,276 Eileen Laird Winter Park FL
1 2,277 Jose Nieves Melville NY
1 2.278 Helen Ringus Avian Nation  Skillman NI
Inc
1 2,279 Milly Rodriguez Kearny NI
2 2280 RobertB Holelr Mississipp1 State M3
3 2281 Richard A Dickman Saint Peters MO
3 2.282 Rosc Muarie Dickinan Suaint Peters MO
3 2283 AlanSleep Woodhaven M1
3 2,284 Carol Sleep Woodhaven MI
2 2285 Kenneth S Karsten Spring Hill FL
2 2.286 Bouneva F Karsten Spring Hill FL.
2 2.287 Palmetto Cage Bird Club Abbeville SC
1 2,288 Evelyn M Field Norfolk VA
1 2,280 Wayne R Whiteloek Princeton NI
1 2.290 Alexandra Whitelock Prinecton NI
7 2291 Rafael Maisonet Caguas PR
72,292 Nilda Vazquez Caguas PR
3 2,293 Jim Hardin Custer WI
6 2.294 Bob Reiber Moorpark CA
5 2,295 Mark R Denekas Littleton CO
1 2.296 Jerry H Rimes Ir Strashurg FPA
5 2.297 Heidi M Hopkins Wheat Ridge co
1 2,298  John M Sommers North Tonawanda NY
12299 Shelly J Sommers North Tonawanda NY
1 2300 Susan K Benner Camp Hill PA
1 2301 Andrea Zygmunt Frankfort NY
3 2.302 Carol Hogan Florissanl MO
4 2303 James C Lundeen Minneapolis MN
1 2,304 Paul Vineu Bridgeport CT
4 2305 William H Robb Bethany OK
4 2306 Jeannic Robb Bethany OK
1 2.307 Donald Buicie Lecla PA
7 2.308  Ivan Diaz Gonzalez Rio Piedras PR
3 2309 Nick Setevski Downers Grove iL
2 2,310 Candy Wright Atlanta GA
4 2311 Ben Nettles Livingston TX
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Region

NFSS
#  Name City State  Country
4 2,312 M Wanda Hutto Midlothian TX
7 2,313 Jesus Pita Casas Ponce PR
7 2.314 Enriquc Pineiro Carolina PR
7 2,315 Fermando L Clara Vazquer  Caguas PR
7 2.316 Dilcana Mclendez Capuas PR
4 2317 Tom L Smith Seminoele oK
4 2.318 Shirlene Smith Seminole OK
2 2.319 Julie M Mabe Sumter sC
6 2.320 Michacl Curran Santa Ana CA
3 2,321 Tim Howard Salem OH
3 2,322 Annettc Howard Salem OH
7 2,323 Lourdes M Barrio Carolina FR
4 2,324 Harold McBrayer Lcague City X
2 2,325 Richarde I Estrada Miami FL
1 2,326 Maria Gleason Niagara Falls NY
1 2,327 Heclen Ringus New York NY
4 2,328 Jerry Woodard El Paso TX
4 2329 Karen Woodard El Paso TX
1 2330 Charles Converse Rochester NY
1 2.331 Theresa Converse Ruochester NY
1 2332 Donald Vercolen Amsterdam NY
1 2.333 Michele Vereolen Amsterdam NY
4 2.334 Donald Wortman Bixby OK
4 2335 Jeanette Fiveash Bixby OK
2 2,336 Ralph Ib Smith Daytona Beach FL
5 2,337 Judy Schnepel Reno NV
6 2,338 Barbara Butler Oregon City OR
5 2,339 Bennie Cano Phocnix AZ
2 2,340 Walter Fraser Talledega AL
6 2341 Barbara Lamrabee La Center WA
5 2.342 Borgeson's Bitsy Critters & Denver co
Supply Co
1 2.343 Joseph Canale Brooklyn NY
1 2,344 Elizabeth Canale Brooklyn NY
4 2,345 Jerry Babeock Owatonna MN
3 2,346 Josh Fesscl St. Francis Wl
3 2,347 Iim Fessel St. Francis Wi
3 2348 RoyL Oyola Comerio PR
3 2349 Roy L. Oyelalr. Comerio PR
6 2.350 Carol Malnar Tigard OR
6 2.351 Susan Budjake Milpitas CA
b 2,352 Marie Grein Queens Village NY
I 2.353 Robert Grein Queens Village NY
4 2,354 Chris Davis Kingwood TX
5 2,355 Walter H. Gross Tucson AZ
1 2,35 Daniel McMahon Helmetta N1
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NFSS

Classified Ads

Classified ads fexcept FINCHSAVE ads)
are $.15 per word, per issue.

EXOTIC BIRD PRODUCTS INC. of-
fers free brochure about Bag O'Bugs -

sect formula, nestling Tood. |1 kinds of

calcium blocks. toys and more! Highest
quality guaranteed dircel to you—fast
and ppd. from P.O. Box 128, Newberyg,
OR 97132. 1-800-441-1157. mags

For Sale: 2 pair Fire Finches. domestic
bred. $85/pair. Dorothy Hartle (VA)
(703) 347-5192. mj

For Sale: Speckled Mousehirds S100
cach. male Cubans. male Owls. trades
considered. Ken Archer. 2106 Erie, N.
Kansas City, MO 64116 (816)
221-6723. m}

For Sale: Finches & Finch Breeding
Items. Seeds. fruit & wveg, egg lvod,
grit. millet, cuttle bone. antibiotics,
breeding cages. cage spray. nest boxes,
nesting material, fake eggs. open bands.
nets. cage accessories. candling light and
breeding records. Please send $.A.5.E.
to: A-1 Aviary. 11536 Chestfield CL..
Orlando. FL. 32837. FREE price-list,
FREE shipping {first order). nd

Wanted: Female Cinnamon Breast Rock
Bunting, Male Red African Fire Fineh.
Female Gold Breasted Waxbill. Male
Black Cheek Waxbill. Richard Chachere
(LA) (318) 984-5746. osl

Wanted: Ever-Clean watering dishes
willl poinfed top. need uot be water tight.
Ken Archer, 2106 Ere. N. Kansas City.
MO 64116 (816} 221-6723. mj

FINCHSAYE Claesifiede

FINCHSAVE classifieds run FREE of
charge to FINCHSAVE participants.
All readers are welcome to respond to
FINCHSAVE ads.

BIRDS WANTED

Wanted: Female Green Singers. Jodie
Davis (VA} (703 754-9643. mj

FOR SALE

For Sale or Trade: Goldbreasied
Waxhills-1993 and 1994 close banded.
Silver Eared Mesias-1992 close Danded.
Jodie Davis (VA) {T03) 754-9643. mj

For $ale: Fire Finches. Diamond Spar-
rows, Plumhead Finches, White Socie-
ties and one pair Green Singers. Carole
Miller {Tampa. FL) (813) 971-11%0 (af-
ter 6pm). mj

For Sale: Selling entire collection of
Yellow-winged and Aurora Prytilias:
hardy. healthy. mos1 closed banded, Will
ship anywhere. Melissa FEisenhauer
(WA) (206) 852-3227. mj

For Sale: Red-headed Parrot linches.
Gold-breasted Waxbills. Blue-caps and
Owls. Most of them are NFSS banded.
Member of FINCHSAVE. Rose Gian-
ferara (FL) {813) 992-6331. os)

Dan't miss an issue
of The NFS Bufletin
this vear' Check

your mailing {abet
for yvour renewal

tlate!
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The NFSS Apprentice Judge Program

Have you considered

judging?

by Martha Wigmore
NFSS Panel Judge

Surely you have enjoyed sitting
in the gallery watching an NFSS
judge placing hirds at a show, and
taken great pleasure in feeling abso-
lutely certain that you could do that
too. and de it better!!

NFSS Bultetin Advertising

Rates

Display {camera ready) Ads:
Full page $3bfissue; $144/year
Half page $20fissue: $96/year

Business card size $12/{issue:
$60/year

Classified Advertisements
FINCHSAVE: free to participants
QOthers: $.156 per word. per issue

Deadlines
1241, 211,401, 6/1. 8/1. 10/1
for next bi-monthly issue.

Send ad and payment
{payable to NF5S) to
Martha Wigmore
NFESS Builetin Editor
18913 Boston St. NW
Etk River, MN 565330
{612) 241-0071

Now is the time of the year to

consider whether to enter the NFSS
Apprentice Judge program. The
NFSS program (see requirements) is
considered hy many to be one of the
hest training programs for cage bird
judges found anywhere.

If you are interested and satisfy

the breeding and exhibiting require-
ments. you should arrange now with
the NFSS Judges Panel Director Dr.
Al Decoteau. to take the apprentice
examination at either the Great
American or National Cage Bird
Shows this vear. Dr. Decoteau or
any NFSS panel judge would be
happy to discuss the apprenticesbip
program and NFSS judging with you
anytime.

Let this be your year!

-
"

For the finest
in finches and
softhills,

shop first in

The NFSS Bulletin
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The NFSS Apprentice Judge Program

As approved by the NFSS Board of Directors, Novernber 15590

L. Any new apprentice i1s required to write a letter of request to the Panel
Director, listing her/his qualifications.
2. Qualifications MUST include:

a. Have bred finches for five years.

b. Have exhibited under own name (or own aviary name} for three
years.

¢. Must have placed five (5) times in top ten is shows under (at
least) three (3) NFSS Panel Judges.

3. Must take and pass a written test with 90 % or better. If not passed.,
must study for one year and take the test again (not within one year).
The test to be taken only at: the Kaytee Great American or the Na-
lional Cage Bird Show. by pre-arrangement only.

4. Cannot apprentice until the test is passed. Each of three apprentice-
ships to be pre-approved by the Panel Chairman. the Panel Judge in-
volved and the Show Manager of the show involved.

5. Once three apprenticeships are completed and satistactory reports are
received from the judges involved, the apprentice must submit a re-
quest through the Panel Director for final Board approval.

6. The apprentice must appear before the Board (or subniit a notarized
statement) indicating she/he understands and agrees to the following:
a. When requested to write a report, it must be done immediately.
{Example—the three reports of shows o be judged.)
b. All show reports must be in within two weeks.
c. All judges must respond to all inquiries and must participate on
Standard committees.
d. NFSS Panel Judges must adhiere to all NFSS Judges rules aud
must judge by current NESS Standards.

For more information on becoming an
NFSS Apprentice Judge, contact
Dr. Al Decoteau
NFESS Judges Panel Chairman
P.O. Box 36%

Groton, MA 01450
{603) 672-4568
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The National Finch and Softhill Society’s
Finch and Softbill Show Classifications

Adopted by NFSS, 1988

e R

A Committee has been formed this year to update the NFSS Classifica-
tions (see News and Notes this issue). The National Cage Bird Show will ac-
cept updated classifications from specialty clubs at its triennial review in
1995. Your input and suggestions are welcome at this time!

NFSS members and affiliated clubs should note that the Show Classifica-
tions as published in the 1992 Revision of The NFSS Handbook are not the
most recently approved NFSS Classifications. The Classifications below, re-
printed tron the 1988 Budlerin with minor corrections. should be used by
members and atftiliated clubs as their guide for the 1994 show season.

For Exhibitors and Affiliated Ciubs:

All finch and softbill entries must be supplied by the exhibitors
with appropriate food and water. Waterers are not to be removed
from cages during judging.

Local show officials must not allow the exhibition of federally or
locally illegal entries.

L

Young Class Old Class

Division One — Softhills, Nectarines, and Doves

Section 1—Nectarines

100 Hununingbirds 101

102 Flowerpeckers/Pierce 103
Honeyeaters/Guides/Dacnis

104 Sunbirds 105

106 Honeycreepers/Sugarbirds 107

108 White Eyes 109

110 Bananaquits 111

112 Any Other Variety (AQV) 113
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Young Class

200
202

300
302
304
306

400
402
404
406
408
410

500
502
504
506
508
510
512
514
516

100
102

200
202
204
206

73
Old Class

Section 2—Mynah Birds
Indian Hill 201
AOV 203

Section 3—Small Softbills
Starlings 301
Bulbuls 303
Qrioles 305
AQV 307

Section 4—Large Softbills
Toucans 401
Toucanettes 403
Touracos 405
Barbets 407
Jays 409
AQOV 411

Section 5—Doves and Quail
Diamond Doves 501
Mutation Diamonds 503
Green-winged Doves 505
Zebra Doves 507
Lacenecked Doves 509
Ringnecked Doves 311
White Doves 513
Button Quail 515
AQV 517
Division Two-—Zebra Finches

Section 1—Normal Zebras
Gray Nonnal Male 101
Gray Normal Hen 103

Section 2—White Zebras
All White 201
Chestnut-flanked White 203
Silver 205
Cream 207
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Young Class

300
302
304
306
308
310
312
314

100
102
104
106
108

200
202
204
2006
208

300
302
304
306
308
310
312

400
402
404
406

Section 3—Other Varieties
Fawn
Penquin
Pied
Florida-fancy
Black-breasted
Orange-breasted
Crested
AOV

Division Three — Australian Finches

Section 1—Gouldians
Red-headed
Black-headed
White-breasted
Orange-headed
AQV

Section 2—Pintailed Type
Shafttail
Mutation Suafttail
Masked
Parsons
AOV

Section 3—Grassfinches
Diamond Sparrow
Cherry Finch
Bicheno (Owl)
Star Finch
Painted
Blood Finch
AQV

Section 4—Waxbill/Mannikin
Sydney Waxbill
Chestnut-breasted
Pectoralis
AQV

The NFSS Bulletin
0ld Class

301
303
305
307
309
311
313
315

161
103
105
107
1309

201
203
205
207
209

301
303
305
307
309
311
313

401
403
405
407
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Young Class Old Class

Division Four—Indo-Pacific Finches

Section 1--Parrot Finches

100 Blue-faced 101
102 Red-headed 103
104 Nonpareil 105
106 AQV 107
Section 2—Java Rice Birds
200 Normal Gray 201
202 White 203
204 Pied (Calico) 205
206 Cinnanon 207
208 AQV 209
Section 3—-Finches of India
300 Indian Silverbill 301
302 Spice Bird 303
304 Strawberry 305
306 Green Avadavat 307
308 White-hooded Nun 309
310 Black-hooded Nun 311
312 Tricolor Nun 313
314 AOV 315

Division Five —Society Finches

Section 1—Chocolate Society

100 Self Chocolate 101
102 Chocolate and White 103
Section 2—Fawn (Cinnamon) Society
200 Fawn 201
202 Fawn and White 203
204 Dilutes 205

Section 3—White Society
300 Solid White 301
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Young Class

400
402
404

100

200
202
204
2006
208

Section 4—Crested Society
Chocolate Crested
Fawn Crested
White Crested

Division Six—European Finches

Section 1—European Goldfinches
European Goldfinches

Section 2—Others
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Linnet
European Siskin
AOV

Division Seven —Finches of Africa

100
102
104
106
108
110
112
114

200
202
204
206
208
210
212
214

Section 1—Small Waxbills
Dufresne's
Cordon Bieu
Gold-breasted
Orange-cheeked
Red-eared
St. Helena
Firefinch
AQV

Section 2—Larger Waxhills
Blue-capped
Lavender
Aurora {Crimson)
Melba
Violet-eared
Purple Grenadier
Yellow-winged Pytilia
AQV

The NFSS Bulletin
Old Class

401
403
405

101

201
203
205
207
209

101
103
105
107
109
111
113
115

201
203
205
207
209
211
213
215
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Young Class Olad Class
Section 3—Twinspots
300 Dusky 301
302 Dybowski's 303
304 Green-hacked 305
306 Peter's 307
308 AQV 305
Section 4—Mannikins
400 Bronze-winged 401
402 Magpie 403
404 Silverbiil 405
406 Cutthroat 407
408 Blue-billed (Black and White) 409
410 AQV 411
Section 5—Weavers and Whydahs
500 Napoleon 501
502 Orange Bishop 503
504 Red-hilled 505
506 Scaly-headed 507
508 AOV Weaver 509
510 Pintailed Whydah 511
512 Paradise Whydah 513
514 Combassou 315
516 Queen Whydah 517
518 Red-throated Whydah 519
520 Fisher's Whydah 521
522 AQV 523
Section 6—Serins
600 Green Singing 601
602 Gray Singing 603
604 Yellow-nunped 605
606 AOQV 607
Division Eight —Finches of the Americas
Section 1—Buntings
100 All Buntings of the Americas 101
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Young Class

200
202

300
302
304
3006
308
310

400
402
404
406
408

100
102
104
106
108
110
112
114
116
118
120

Section 2—Siskins
Black-headed Siskin
AQV

Section 3—Other Finches of the Americas
Black and White Singer

Rufous-collared

Peru Yellow Singer

Saffron
Crimson Pileated
AQV
Section 4—Cardinals
Red-crested {Brazilian)
Green
Black-crested (Pigmy!
Pope
AOQV

Division Nine —Finch Pairs

Section 1—All Finch Pairs
Zebra Pairs
Gouldian Pairs
Other Australian Pairs
European Pairs
Society Pairs
Parrot Finch Pairs
Other Lndo-Pacific Pairs
Finches of the Americas Pairs
Cordon Bleu Pairs
Other African Pairs
Al Softhill Pairs

The NIFSS Bulletin
Old Class

201
203

301
303
305
307
309
311

401
403
405
407
409

101
103
105
107
109
111
113
115
117
119
121
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Charles Anchor
630 Lake Park Drive
Addison. IL 60101

{708) 543-3757

Laura Bewley
Rt. 2 Box 1130
Mounds. OK 74047
(918) 366-7427

Brian Binns
97 Bent Lanes
Davyhulme, Nr. Urmston
Manchester. England
M31 2WZ

Harold Bowles
93 Burnt Hickory Dr. SW
Cartersville. GA 30120
{404) 387-918%9

Earl Courts
1807 N.E. Colburn
Lec's Summit. MG

64063
(816) 524-0921

Clarence Culwell
Rt. 3 Box 61-7
Springtown. TX 76082
{817) 220-5568

Dr, Al E. Decoteau
Panel Chairman
P.O. Box 369
Groton. MA 01450
(603) 672-4368

Daren Decoieau
42 Kinsley St. Apt. #2
Nashua, NH 03062
{603) BBO-7R32

Roddy Gabel
600 Gist Avenue
Silver Spring. MD 20910
{301) 585-9647

Brenda Geesey
125 W, Jackson St
York, PA 17403
{717) 854-2604

Cecil Gunby
8121 Highway 54
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
(404) 254-1261

Kenneth Gunby
1117 Willlamsburg Lane
Norcross. GA 30093
{404y 251-2877

Jon Hoffman
K00 S, 4th St Apt. 1706
Louisville. XY 40203
{502) 585-5370

Stephen Hoppin
3836 Hidden Acres Circle
N. Fort Mvers. FL 33903

{813) 997-NFSS

Ray Johnson
175 Stoncridge Way
Fayeueville. GA 30214
{404) 461-8675

Clayton Jones
P.O. Box 266
Soquel. CA 93073
(408) 728-R676

Hal M. Koontz
2604 Auburn Cr.
Bakerslicld, CA 93306
{RO5) 872-1063

Joseph Krader
24692 Pasco de Toronto
Yorba Linda, CA 93687

(714} 642-805]

Brian Mandarich
4743 E. Hedges Ave.
Fresno. CA 93703
(209) 255-6508

Conrad Meinert
1212 E. Cr. 300 S.
Warsaw. IN 46580

(219) 269-2873

William G. Parlee
P.O. Box 380607
E. Hartford, CT 06118
{203) 528-1458

Marty Von Raesfeld
1135 Chapman St.
San Jose, CA 95126
{408) 985-2712

Tom Rood
313 N. Broadway
Shelbywille, [L 62565
{217y 774-3265

Patrick Yance
18175 Avilla
Lathrup Village. M1
48076
(313) 443-0643

Martha Wigmore
18913 Boston St NW
Elk River. MN 35330

(612) 241-0071

Paul S. Williams
703 Donegal Drive
Papillion, NE 68046
(402) 592-53488

FOR INFORMA TION ON
THE MFSS JUDGES
PANEL
CONTACT
DR. AL DECOTEAUV
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1994 Chronological Show List

There's a NFSS Show for

Everyone!

February

2119 FL
Florida State Fair
{Earl Courts)
2120 FL
Florida State Fair
{Dr. Af Decotaau)

4/23 CA
American Family Bird
Show {Joe Krader]

June

6/04 L
Ithini Bird Fanciers
{Tom Rood)
6/05 IL
llini Bird Fanciars
{Conrad Meinert)
8/11 MO
Heart of America
Hookbill & Finch Soc.

August

8/20 FL
Aviary & Cage Bird
Society of S. Florida

/03 TX

Bay Arsa Cockatiel &
Cage Bird Club
(Marty Von Raesfeld)
a0 Ml
Mid-West Caga Bird
Club {Brenda Geesey)
H PA
Chester County Bird
Braeders
{Cecif] Gunby
/17 CT
Rose City Bird Show
{Or. Al Decoteau)
H FL
Greater Brandon
Avian Society, Inc.
{Patrick Vance)

2/18 CN

Curham Avicultural

Society of Ontario

{Conrad Meinert)
924 OH

Toledo Bird Assn. &

Zebra Finch Club

{Patrick Vancel

B 0K

Bird Fanciers of Ckla-

homa {Tom Rood)

B Fa

Central Pepnsylvania

Cage Bird Society

(Dr. Af Decoteau)

H PA

Seven Mountains Ex-

otic Bird Club

{Roddy Gabefl

H SsC

Palmetto Cage Bird

Club fHaroid Bowlas)

10/01 CO

Rocky Mtn. Soc. of

Aviculture

ft aura Bewley)

A

Great American Cage

Bird Show

{ Martha Wigmore)

B OH

Classic Feathars

{Harold Bowlaes!

H TX

Fort Worth Bird Club

{Paul Wiltiams)
10/08 FL

Sunshine State Cage

Bird Sociaty

(Stephen Hoppin)

H N

Indiana Bird Fanciers

{Torm Aood)

N OH

Cleveland Cage Bird

Society

{Dr. At Decoteau)
10/15 CN

Essex-Kent Cage Bird

Sociaty

{Patrick Vancel

H FL

Suncoast Avian Soci-

aty {fr. Al Decoteaul

H MD

Baltimore Bird Fanci-

ers fJon Hoffman)

H MA

Massachusetts Cage

Bird Ciub

{Harold Bowles)

u MI

Great Lakes Avicul-

tural Society

{Charles Anchor)

H MO

Greater Kansas City

Avicultural Society

{Fart Courts)

H NY

Buffalo Canary &

Budgerigar Society

{Brends Geesey/
10/16 MO

Heart of America

Hookbill & Finch Soc.
10/22 CA

Capital City Bird Soci-

aty {Clayton Jones)
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10122 CT
Connecticut Assoc
for Aviculture
B KS
Heartland Canary and
Fineh Club
fClarence Culwelf)
H KY
Central Kentucky
Cage Bird Society
iDr. Af Decoteaty)
H NY
New York Finch &
Type Canary Club
{Brenda Geeseyl
H NC
Ashville Bird Club
fRay Johnson)

B 0K

Oklahoma Cage Bird
Society

fl.atra Bewlayf
W

Badger Canary Fanci-
ers Ltd.

tMartha Wigmara)

10429 FL
Exotic Bird Club of
Florida (Conred
Meinert)

H Ml

Society of Canary
and Finch Breeders
{Roddy Gabel)

Can't sleep at night?

Share those concerns about NFSS

10/29 TN
Middle Tennessee
Cage Bird Club
{Cecit Gunby)

November

11/05 CA
Central CA Cage Bird
Club
(Marty Von Reesfald)
B GA
Geargia Cage Bird
Society
fConrad Meinert)
m I
Greater Chicago Cage
Bird Club
{Brian Binns)
B [
Mid-Michigan Bird
Club
fMartha Wigmore)
H MO
Missoun Cage Bird
Assaciation
{Tom Rood)
B TX
Texas Bird Breeders
& Fanciers Assn.
{Clarence Cufwell)
1112 CA
Golden Gate Avian
Society (Cecif Gunby!

with

President Steve Hoppin

(813) 997-NFSS (phone and fax)

3836 Hidden Acres Circle
N. Fort Myers, FL. 33903

11/12 LA
Capital Area Avicul-
tural Society
{Charfaes Anchor)
H PA
Crelaware Valley Bird
Club
{Stephen Hoppin)
11413 CA
Golden Gate Avian
Society
{Clayton Jones)
11/18 NH
National Cage 8ird
Show
fDaren Decateau)
11419 OR
Rose City Exotic Bird
Club
11426 CT
New England Finch
Fanciers

December

12{02 PR
Confederacian Orni-
tologica Macional
fDaran Decoteau)
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NESS Affiliates,
Delegates & Shows

{Listing as of Apr? 14, 1994}

ALABAMA
Central Alabama Avicultural Society
Lorene Clubb {205) 8537-3817

CALIFORNIA
American Family Bird Show
Sharon Bolivar {310} 323-4748
Show April 23, 1994
Panel Judge: Joseph Krader

Aviary Assn. of Kern County
Willis & Velva Baker (805) 763-6110

Capital City Bird Society
Dare B. Cagle (916) 452-4526
Show October 22 & 23. 1994
Roseville, CA
Panel Judge: Clayton Jones

Central California Cage Bird Club
Show November 5, 1994
Turlock. CA
Panel Judge: Marty Von Raesfeld

Finch Society of San Diego County
Sharon Russell (619) 546-1870 -

Fresno Canary and Finch Society
Dixie Lea (209) 584-3764

Golden Gate Avian Society
Claudio Salo {510} 455-9909
Double Show
November 12. 1994 Suturday
Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby
November 13. 1994 Suaday
Panel Judge: Clayton Jones
Tracy. CA

San Diego Bird Show, Inc.
Sharon Russell (619) 546-1870

Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic
Bird Club
Neil Crowley (408) 258-4601

COLORADO
Colorado Cage Bird Association
Teri McAuliffe (719) 576-9009

Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture
Julie Kern (303} 753-6145
Show Qctober 1, 1994
Denver, CO
Panel Judge: Laura Bewley

CONNECTICUT
Connecticut Association for Aviculture
Chris Voronovitch (203) 649-8220
Show Qctober 22. 1994
Manchester, CT

New England Finch Fanciers
Russell Armitage. Ir. {203) 756-1753
Show November 26. 1994
East Hartford, CT

Rose City Bird Show
Unaffiliated-no phone # furnished
Show September 17. 1994
Norwich. CT
Panel Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau

FLORIDA
Aviary & Cage Bird Society of South
Florida
Phil Barth {30%) 931-3468
Show August 20. 1994
Margate, FL

Central Florida Bird Breeders
Eugene F. Goss, Ir. (407 957-1274

Colorbred Canary Club of Miami, Inc
Armando J. Lee (305) 270-1000

Exotic Bird Club of Florida
Mary Petty (407} 632-7494
Show Qctober 29, 1994
Melbourne. FL
Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert

Florida State Fair Exotic Bird Show
Claire Remo (813) 482-5352
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Gold Coast All Bird Cluh
Mike Mariscano {(305) 929.1606

Greater Brandon Avian Society, Inc.

Carole Miller (813) 971-1180
Show September 17. 1994
Tampa. FL
Panel Judge: Patrick Vance

Gulf Coast Exotic Bird Club
Diane Pittman (8133 772-1150

Jacksonville Cage Bird Association
Paul D. Stickweh (904) 744-5811

Suncoast Avian Socicty
Joe Ventimiglia (813) 392-9391
Show OQctober 15, 1994
Clearwater, FL
Panel Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society
Dale Laird (407 657 7989
Show Oclober 8, 1994
Orlando, FL
Panel Judge® Stepheu Hoppin

Waest Florida Avian Socicty, Inc.
Barbara Farrell {904) 683-1634

GEORGIA
Georgia Cage Bird Society
Dawn Miller (404} 460-8233

Show November 5, 1994

Atlanta. GA

Pane] Judge: Conrad Mecinert

HAWAILIL
Honolulu Canary and Finch Club
Lorraine Chang (808) 595-3689

ILLINOIS
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
Jane Muscato (7083 305-9043
Show November 5. 1994
Rolling Meadows. 1L
Paucl Judge: Brian Binns

llini Bird Fanciers
Jan Marcou (217) 347-9690
Double Showe Shelbyville. 11
June 4. 1994 Sumrday
Panel Judge: Tom Rood
Junc 5. 1994 Sunday
Panel Judge: Courad Mceinernt

Springfield Pet Bird Club
Tom Rood (217) 774-5265
Show Cancelled for 1994

INDIANA
Indiana Bird Fancicrs
Conrad Meinert (2193 269-2873
Show Qctober §. 1994
Fort Wayne. IN
Panel Judge: Tom Rood

TIOWA
Mid-America Cage Bird Socicty
Ermafern Collins (515) Y92-3539
Great American Cage Bird Show

October 1, 1994
Crystal Inn, Des Moincs. 1A
Pane! Judge: Martha Wigmaore

KANSAS
Heartiand Canary and Finch Club
Shirley Landkamer {913} 594-6795
Show Oclober 22, 1994
Lawrence. K§
Panel Judge: Clarence Culwell

Kansas Avicultural Socicty
Jumes Williams (316) 663-5609

KENTUCKY
Central Kentucky Cage Bird Society
Steve Slates (606} 223-2000
Show Cctober 22, 1994
Lexington. KY
Panel Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau

LOUISIANA
Capital Area Avicultural Society
Timn Schexnaydre (504) 562-337%
Show November 12. 1994
Baton Rouge, LA
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

Gulf South Bird Club
Evon Kruse (504) 649-2392

MARYLAND
Baltimore Bird Fanciers
Jackic Eckman (410) 485-7842
Show Oclober 15, 1994
Panel Judge: Jon Hoffinan

Maryland Cage Bird Society
Theresa Brown {410) 735-7662
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FOR MOSRE 'NFORMATION CONTACT:
ERMAFERN COLLING
(515] 382-353%
304 KELLEGG
DaLLAS CEMTER. 14 5C083

ANMNUA L

OcTtopeEr 1. 1994

M To S5:00 M

ADmission. 32.00 ADULTS

$1.00 CHILDREN AND SENIGRS

Y 4
.lli.
'.__ $1.000
I‘ \m}l CASH AWARD
16?_7 BEST BIRD IN SHOW

JUDGES:

ABS BUDGERIGARS
ACS COCKATIELS
NCS COCKATIELS
MFS FINCHES
& SOFTBILLS

<-- GERALD COLLINS
CARL HELTOM
CONRAD MEINERT

------ MARTHA WIGMORE
ALBS LOVEBIRDS DAVID ARTHUR
SPBE PSITTACINES ------- RALPH MILOS
NCA CANARIES: LIPOCHROME

AND MELANIN -- RAY RUDISILL
TYPE CANARIES LARRY WILSON

135TED BY:

5 MUENER. I A

Cr dv&ta/ Inn

fﬁ&nmt Comtm

5111 FLEUR DII\IE
OES ME|INES, QWA 5032¢

{2001 2484011

=




May—June 1994

MASSACHUSETTS
Boston Society for Aviculture
Lynn Hahn (508) 668-6811

Massachusctts Cage Bird Association
Dianna Smith {508) 540.3214
Show Oclober 15. 1994
Brockion. MA
Panet Judge: Harold Bowles

MICHIGAN
Great Lakes Avicultural Society
Diana Hugo (616) §42-0163
Show October 15, 1594
Grand Rapids, M1
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

Mid-Michigan Bird Club
Mary Lou Tewilliger {517) 463-3695
Show November 5, 1994
St. Johns. MI
Pune! Judge: Martha Wigmore

Mid-West Cage Bird Club
Patrick Vance (313) 443-0643
Show Scplember 10. 1954
Wesltland. M}

Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

Motor City Bird Breeders
Patrick Vancce (313) 443-0643

Society of Canary and Finch Brecders
Patrick Vance (313) 443-0643
Show October 29, 1994
Pane! Judge: Roddy Gabel

MISSOURI
Greater Kansas City Avicultural
Society
Jamie Jackson (913) 268-3209
Show Oclober 15, 1994
Kansas City. MO
Panel Judge: Earl Courts

Heart of America Hookbill & Finch
Society
Mosc Linn (816) 523-4661
Show June 11, 1994
Show October 16, 1994

Missouri Cage Bird Association
George & Joyce Alles {314) 677-4723
Show November 5, 1994
Eurcka. MO
Panel Judge: Tom Rood

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Saciety
Denisc McCabe (603) 485-8184
National Cage Bird Show
November 17-19, 1994
Manchester, NH
Panel Judge: Duaren Decoteau

New Hampshire Avienltural Society
Larry Martin (508) 392-9137

NEW JERSEY
South Jersey Bird Club
Raymond Passaro (201) 291-9224

NEW YORK
Buffaio Canary & Budgerigar Society
Kathy Free (716} 896-6119
Show October 15, 1994
Bullalo, NY
. Panecl Judge: Brenda ‘Geescy

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association
Recna Rouse (315) 252-7673

New York Finch & Type Canary Club
Ron Casper (215) 723-8643
Show October 22. 1994
Long lsland. NY
Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

Pawer City Bird Socicty
Maria Gleason {716) 282-2944

Rochester Cage Bird Club
Vicki Steffenhagen (716) 964-2840

NORTH CAROLINA
Ashville Bird Club
Unaffiliated-no phone # Iurnished
Show Qctober 22, 1994
Pancl Judge: Ray Johnson

Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird Society
Melvin Yoder (803) 459-5319

Ralcigh-Durham Caged Bird Society
Karen Whitlow {919) 557-0450
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OHIO
Classic Feathers
John Neff, Jr. {419) 782-3121
Show QOctober 1, 1994
Defiance. OH
Panel Judge: Harold Bowles

Cleveland Cage Bird Society
Maureen Mehozonek (216) 234-7674
Show Qctober 8. 1994
Cleveland. CH
Panel Judge: Dr. Al Decoleau

Toledo Bird Assn. & Zebra Finch Club
of America
Patrick Vance (313) 443-0643
Show Seplember 24, 1994
Toledo, OH
Parnel Judge: Patrick Vance

OKEAHOMA
Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma
Gene and June Miller (4035} 352-7066
Show September 24, 1994
Oklahoma Ciy. OK
Panel Judge: Tom Rood

Oklahoma Cage Bird Society
Unaffilated-no phone # furmished
Show October 22, 1994
Tulsa. OK
Pancl Judge: Laura Bewley

OREGON
Rose City Exotic Bird Club
Susan Akins (503} 630-2877
Show November 19 & 20. 1994
Washington Co. Fairgrounds

PENNSYLVANIA
Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird
Society
Pal Krichten {717y 632-8092
Show Seplember 24, 1994
Grantville, PA
Panel Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau

Chester County Bird Breeders
Barbara Archibald (215) 644-1960
Show September 10. 1994
King of Prussia. PA
Panet Judge: Cecil Gunby

Delaware Valley Bird Club
Kris Kroner (215) 628-4143
Show November 12, 1994
FL. Washingion. PA
Panel Judge: Stephen Hoppin

NEFS
INTERNATIONAL
AFFILIATES

AUSTRALIJA
Queensland Finch Society
Gavin Dielz. Queensland. Australia

CANADA
Budgerigar & Foreign Bird Society
of Canada
Jim Marks (416} 292-3852
Show October 14 & 15, 1994
Rictunond Hill. Ontarie. Canada
Non-panel judges

Durham Avicultural Society of
Ontario
Vincent Moase (416) 723-1978
Show September 18. 1994
Durham, Ontario, Canada
Panel Judge: Conrad Meinen

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society
Alfred Mion (519) 948-6398
Show Qctober 15, 1994
Windser. Ontaric. Canada
Panel Judge: Patrick Vance

GREAT BRITAIN
Zebra Finch Society, England
Brian Binns, Manchester, England

NEW ZEALAND
New Zealand Finch Breeders Assn.
Mrs. E. M. Foster, New Zealand

PUERTO RICO
Confederacion Ornitologica Nacional
Rafael Saurez (809) 752-4433
Show December 1-3. 1994
Bayamon. Puerto Rice
Panel Judge: Daren Decoleau
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Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
Dr. Lindsay Clark (412) 363-6438

Seven Mountains Exotic Bird Club
Steven Funk (717) 667-9504
Show September 24, 1994
Panel Judge: Roddy Gabel

SOUTH CAROLINA
Palmetto Cage Bird Club
Melvin Yoder (803) 459-5319
Show September 24, 1994
Anderson, 5.C.

Panel Judge: Harold Bowles

TENNESSEE
Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club
Eva Dulley (615) 361-5939
Show October 29. 1994
Nashville. TN
Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

TEXAS
Bay Area Cockatiel & Cage Bird Club
Karol Deem (409) 737-1357
Show September 3. 1994
Galveston. TX

Panel Judge: Marty Von Raesfeld

Fort Worth Bird Club
Clarence Culwell (8173 220-5568
Show October 1. 1994
Arlington. TX
Panel Judge: Paul Williams

Texas Bird Breeders and Fanciers
Association
Clarence Culwell {817) 220-5568
Show November 5. 1994
Kileen. TX
Panel Judge: Clarence Culwell

YIRGINIA
Peninsula Cage Bird Society
Linda Oja (R04) 874-8581

WISCONSIN
Badger Canary Fanciers Ltd,
Patrice Ripple (414) 527-1980
Show October 22, 1994
Oak Creek. WI
Panel Judge: Martha Wigmore

-

Let NFS be the first to greet
you at your new address!
Please send this form to
Lynda Bakula
NFS Corresponding Secretary
3421 Meadow Ct.
Bettendorf, [A 52722

Changing Your Address?

send their change of address

Club delegates should also

separately to
Russell Armitage Jr,
NFS Liaison Officer
28 Piping Rock Dr.
Waterbury, CT 06706

Membership
Name #
Address
City

State Zip




THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIF APFILICATION and RENEWAL

Menmberstip is for twelve morthe
ard irciides aix vi-terthly issues of The NFSS Bulletin

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE 2Ip
New Rensw
PHONE NUMBER Member? NFSS #
Junior
CHECK ONE: Singie $15_____ Dual 5§20* (under 16 yrs) $7.50

* 2nd name for dual membership

U.8. 1st class mailing, add $5.00.
Canadian & foreign subscriptions are mailed 1st class. Please send US funds.
Canadian, add $5.00 Foreign, add $10.00

PLEASE GIVE US SOME MORE INFORMATION ABOUT YOuU!

Species of finches and softbills you are interested in:

Check the topics that are of most interest to you in The NFSS Bufletin:

Nutrition Breeding Husbandry Classifieds

Conservation Exhibition Census____ NFSS News

MAIL YOUE COMPLETED APFLICATION AND FAYMENT TO:
Ms. Lynda Bakula*
NFSS Membership Services
3421 Meadow Ct.
Bettendorf, 1A 52722

* Watch for Lynda’s new address in Supmmer 1384,




May—June 1994

FINCHSHOP

the National Finch and Softbill Society etore

89

# 2 Cage Finches larger than Zebras |
# 3 Cage Softhills |

Member
Name __ #
Address
City
State Zip

Phone

SIZE/ PRICE TOTAL
ITEM QTy STYLE EACH AMT

Video “The Wonderful Members &

World of Finches and Soft- Affiliates: | $17.00

bills: An fntroduction” Non-Moembers: | $22.00 .
. Show Cage Plans {(see sizes 54.00

below)

All 3 Show Cage Plans $10.00

Plastic Water Bottle $6.00

Zebra Pin $5.00
CGouldian Pin | T 56,00

Aracar] T-Shirt fs/m7) $12.00 T

Eri¢ Peake Lithograph §50.00

The Diamond Sparrow

Signed & numbered
. Name Badge (members $5.00

only} Print name at botiom

of form.

Past Butietin Issues $2.50

Any 6 lssues of Bulletin $12.00

NFSS 1andbook $12.00

NFSS SHOW CAGE PLANS - updatedin ‘93 | | 1oTaL
# 1 Cage Finches up to and including Zebras :

( Mail form and payment to \

FINCHSHOP

412 E. Walaut St.
Hanover. PA 17331

c/o Pat & Mary Krichten

For more information call

\(‘;17} 632-8092 /




THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

GUIDE TO ORDERING NFSS CLOSED LEG BANDS

NESS welcomes comments and suggestions for this Guide. Contact the home office.

size “A”
Small Waxbills
Gold-breasted Waxbill
QOrange-cheeked Waxbill
Bicheno (Owl) Finch
Quail Finch
Red-eared Waxbill
Strawberry Finch

size "B”
Black-cheeked Waxhil]
Cordon Bleu Waxhill
Cuban Melodious Finch
Fire Finch
Lavender Fineh
Olive Finch
Rutfous-backed Mannikin

S| ze + c >
Black and White Mannikin
Blue-capped Waxbill
Bronze-winged Mannikin
Cherry Finch
Green Singing Finch
Grey Singing Finch
Heck's Shafftail
Painted Finch
Pileatcd Finch
Pytilias
Red-headed Parrot Finch
Shafitail Fineh
Silverbilis
Star Fineh

size "D”
Blue-laced Parrot Finch
most other Parrot finches
Chestnut-breasted Finch

Gouldian Finch

Picterella Finch

Pin-tailed Nonpareil
Yellow-rumped Fineh
Zebra Finch

more size “D”

most smaller Mannikins
most Twinspots

slze ) EJ’I
Black-crested Finch
Diamend Sparrow
Golden Song Sparrow
Nuns
Peter's Twinspot
Siskins
Society Finch
Sprce Finch

size "G”
European Goldfinch
Magpie Mannikin
other large Mannikins
small Tanagers

size J'J'J I
Pekin Robin

Silver-eared Mesia
other small softhills

size "K”
Java Rice Bird
Red-crested Cardinal

Salfron
Shama Thrush

s ize I L r
Diamond Dove
other small doves
Quail
other soflbills
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THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

BAND ORDER FORM NO RUSH ORDERSt

Allow 30 days from receipt of
NFSS offers to members only closed traceable alumi- your order for delivery.

num bands. Available only in the NFSS color of the | Anticipate your needs to avoid
year, the bands are engraved with the initials AFS. frequent re-orders.
size code. year and number, No choice of numbers.

All orders are recorded for permanent reference. Bands are ordered in strings of ten. all
the same size. New members may order befare receiving membership number. Write
“New ” for membership # on order form.

# OF PRIUCES TOTAL
BANIY ST/E STRINGS STRING AMT
$2.75
B $2.75 | _'
C $2.75
D $2.75
E $2.75
G $2.75
J $2.75
K $2.75
L $2.76
POSTAL INSURANCE: B
Under $60 - $.75 SUBTOTAL
From $50 to $100 - $1.60 ! . .
Over $100 - $2.40 ! | INSURANCE
If you choose not to include this
sum NFSS will not be responsible TOTAL
for replacemant of bands lost in ! -—
shipment,
Membership
Name . #
Mail form and payment to:
Address

Denise Capazzi
City NFSS Band Secretary
: : 976 Long Cove Road
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
(203) 464-696]

State Zip

Phone




he Estrildian is an

ornithological

journal produced
for the purpose of relating the
most up to date information
on all species belonging to the
family Estrildae, both in the
wild and in captivity.
The aviculturist and the
scientist have much to
offer each other and 1t
is the intention of the publishers
that ail serious-minded
enthusiasts contrbute )
towards keeping the interest in this -
most fascinating family of birds vibrantly active
by way of submitting articles and scientific papers for publication,
as well as supporting any seminars and

shows organised in pursuance of
accomplishing that aim.

Species covered in 1993:

Black-throated Munias, Timor and Austratian Zebra
Finches. Cuban Fiaches. Pin-tailed Parrot-finches.
Red-faced Crimson-wings. Red Avadavais. Bronze

Mannikins. White-crowned Mannikins. Bicheno's.

Red-cheeked Cordon-blens. Diamond Firetails.

Biack-cheeked Waxbills. Goldbreasts. Madapascar

Mannikins. Orange-cheeked Waxbills. Vinaceous
firefinches. Magpie Mannikins.

Leading contribuiors lo 1993 include:
Dr. Luis Baptista. Neville Brickell. Siash Buckley &
Carot Anne Calvin. Derek Goodwin. Robin Restall. etc.

International Readership after only the first five
months:
United kingdom. U.5.A.. Canada (including
Quebec). Sandi Arabia. South Africa. Hong
Kang and Singapore.



