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OFF ICERS
President.....cciveuee (717} §54 2604 ....frenda Geesey
st Vice President.... (404) 234 126] ....Cecil Gunby
2nd Yice President.... {302) 634 9240 ....Jon Hoffman
3rd Vice President.... (203) £49 8196 ....Jeff Orissette
4th Vice President.... {803) 878 43N ....0r. Al Oecoteau
Corresp. Secretary.... (408} 985 2712 ....Marty Von Raesfeld
Recordg. Secretary.... (203) 464 6961 ....Denise Capazzi

E2 1171 44 S, (203} 346 5875 ....Russell Araitage Jr.
APPBINTED OFFICERS

Liaison Officer....... (413) 734 7053 ....Pasela E. 5. Liddy

Editor...covviiaaiinas (717) 854 2604 ....Brenda Geesey

Band Secretary........ {203) 464 961 ....Oenise Capazzi

Promotions Dfficer.... VOLUNTEER REEOED !'!

Points Chairman....... {603) 679 4391 ....0r. Al Qecoteau

Meabrrship Services... (717) 288 0529 ....Jerry McCavley

Census Chairman....... (217) 774 5265 ....Tom Rood

Awards Director....... (203) 649 8220 ....Chris Yoronovitch

Advertising Manager... (301) 288 5130 ....Miki Sparzak

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS

Region i-Northeast..... (617) 899 8523 ....Roger O'Connell
Region 2-Southeast..... (813> 997 2237 ....5tephen Hoppin
Region 3-Mid-Central...{217) 774 5265 ....Tos Rood
Region 4-Mid-West...... (403) 382 7066 ....Gene Miller
kegion 5-Mountain...... (719) 574 1594 ....Nartha Higmore

Region 6-Pacific Coast.(918) 933 1619 ....Helen Caudle

Presidents' Message:

4 Hominating Cosmittee has been appeinted! 8ill Parlee has offered to chair
this committee vith Cecil Bunby and Stephen Noppin assisting. Mere is your
chance to nominate yourself, your best friend or even your foughest
coapetitor to & position on the ballot for the election cosing up in January.
The committee's goal is to have two nosinees, (at least) for each position
and their report is due at the Board of Directers seeting held in conjunction
vith the National Show in Novesber. Please contact one of the comsittee
seabers ASAP vith your nominations. Phone nusbers and addresses all listed on
judges parel page. Recently [ heard a concern from a Mid-vest sesber vho feit
that not enough NFS Board positions were held hy meabers from across the
country....vell...nov is the time for YOU to take action to correct that if
you feel that vay! TRIRK IT DVER AND CONTACT A CONNITTEE MEMBER !
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ARE YOU A BIT TIMID ABOUT WRITING 7

Jon Hoffaan, our Second Vice President, and vell-known BIRD TALK coluanist,
has volunteered to help you! 1n a letter to ae Jon wrote, "since some people
are shy about writing and aren't confortable ahout their ability to write,
perhaps they could subait the outline or sketch of vhat they vant to say, and
then 1 can put it into ad edited-fors of articie for thea, The procedure
aight be that a breeder sends e the inforsation or calls me to discuss yhat
they vant fo say, 1 then write it up and it goes back to the hreeder for
approval, The breeder aakes notes of any clarifications or requests for
thanges and sends it hack to ae. 1 put it into a final form and send it to
the bulletin editor for publication,*

This is a very generous offer and 1 hope Rny seabers vho have hesitated to

write for tbe bulletin vill be contacting you soon Jon! Thanks. The £ditor,
Send your ideas to Jon at:

1226 5. &th Street
Louisville, KY 40203
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CHARLES ANCHOR

630 Lake Park Drive
Addisen, IL 60101
(708) 543-3757

LAURA BENLEY

Rt. 2 ox 1130
Nounds, OK 74047
(918} 3e6-7427

BR1AN BINHS

97 Bent Lanes
Davyhulae, Nr. tiraston
Hanchester, England
K3l 247

HARGLD BONLES

3402 Hilliams Gt.
Marietta, BA 30062
(404) 973-1790

OR. VAL CLEAR

1001 Hartin Drive
#nderson, IN 46012
(317} B42-0793

EARL COURTS

1807 . E. Colburn
Lee's Sumait, M0 R4053
(B16) 324-0921

CLARENCE CULMELL

Rt. 3, Box &1-7
Springtown, 7% 76082
(Bi7} 523-3388

DR. A. E. DEEDTEAU
P. 0. BOY 389
Groton, HA 01450
(603) B78-4391
Panel Chairsan

JAREN DECOTEAY

P. 0. Box 389
groton, MA 01430
(603} B78-4391

RODDY GABEL

600 fist Avenue

Siiver Spring, HD 20910
(301} 585-9647

BREHDA GEESEY

123 B, Jackson St.
York, PA 17403
(717} B54-2604

CECIL GUNBY

B121 Highway 54
Sharpsburg, BA 30277
(404)  254-§261

KEHNETH GUNEY

8031 Highway 54
Sharpsburg, 64 30277
(404} 231-2877

JON HOFFMAN

1226 5. bth St.
Louisville, KY 40203
(502) 534 9240

STEPHEN HOPPIN

3836 Hidden Acres Circle
No. Ft. Meyers, FL 33903
(813) 997-2237

RAY JOHNSOH -

175 Stoneridge May
Fayetteville, 6A 30214
(404) 451-86735

CLAYTON JONES

P. 0. Box 266
Soquel, CA 95073
(40B) 728-8676

HAL . KDONTZ

2604 Auburn Ct.
Bakersfield, CA 93306
(805} B72-1083

JOSEPH KRADER

24692 Paseo de Toronte
Yorba Linda, CA 92687
(714) 995-5538

BRIAN WANDERICH
4743 E, Hedges Ave.
Fresno, CA 93703
(209) - 255-6508

JUANLTA NC LAIN

2052 N. Fayettville St.
Asheboro, NE 27203
(919} 495-3075

Judge Eseritus

CONRAD MEINERT
1212 E. Cr. 300 5
Narsav, IN 46580
(219) 269-2873

WILLIAM 6. PARLEE
P. 0. Box 18607
E. Hartford, €T 05118

(203) 528-1458

HARTY VON RAESFELD
1135 Chapaan St.
San Jose, €A

(408) 985-2712

95126



GEORGE WARREN PAGL S, WILLIANS
28 Chedvorth Crescent 703 Donegal Drive

Paulsgrove, Papillion, NE 68046

Portsaouth, England (402) 339-8772

POR 4ET

NARTNA W1GMORE NITE: For sore inforeation on the
3010 Mezel Circle

Colo, Springs, CO 80916 Judges! Panel, contact Dr. Al

(719} 574-1994
Decoteau, at the address above,

TO Mi CLUBS WHO WILL BE COMTACTING AN NFS PANEL JUDGE:

PLEASE...Be sure that you are usieg this current list. It is up to date.
Sosetines addresses, phone nusbers, etc. change and all other lists are no
invalid, Thank you for your attention to this. Or, Al Decoteau.
EEES=ES=gzzsszszIEssESTIS

WELL, HERE WE ARE JUST BEGINNING 1991..
aed already Toe Rood is busy worklng on our next International Exchange
Progras, 1 have a letter fros hia saying that he has corresponded vith
several of the clubs that ve exchanged vith in past years and they are
pleased to be doing it again. Pleae help in this by sending "reconditionable®
(Jon Hoffean won't like that vord 1 eade up') trophies to Tou at:

313 K. Broadvay

Shelbyville, )L 62565
(217) 774 5263

Please resesber that your "reneval date® is on your address label, Check it
aed please keep your sesbership and your correct address up to date, 1t'11
gave time and soeey if Russ doesn’t have to send resinders to you,

HALS BE SENT T:

NFS Mesbership Services
Russel]l Araitage, JR.
345 Boston Road
Niddletown, CT 06457

=




Pure, natural, and clec:ned

finest cuftiebone avalloblel
small 67-7" » mediu_qm 7%10" ]urnbo 10"-13" » mixed slzes

CUTTLEBONE-PLU.

\ 51bs. at $3.90 perlb. = $19.50
16 Ibs. at $3.00 perlb. = $30.00 Minimam
All crdeis prepaid and shipped frelght collect  order5ibs.)

We alsa feature ﬁUlCO

Lc\ry and Softbill Diets

woie? Sotee  LORYLIFESE 328
== TORY LIFE NECTAR = 350

Also other softblll diets available.
with addition of fresh fruits. these are complete diets.

Dedier
2529, T\ pelrersis SPRAY MILLET ° 25,0520
Frices SOAK & COOK for parrots

CUTTLEBONE PLUS
644 5. Isis Ave., Dept. A, Inglewood, CA 90301
(213) 776-6486

Dick Schroeder
breeder of sofibliis. rare [ories, and pet porrots

Orders Only (800) 747-9878 « FAX(213) 348-0011

SRIEA S

ABDUT FINCHSAVE

Because ve have had no progress reperts and have not received any replys to
our correspondence, at the June seeting of the Board of Directors, the quorus
present voted unanimousiy to resove the presest FINCHSAVE Director, The
President vas directed to search for a successor. For the tise being all
correspondence about FINCHSAVE should be directed to the houe office in York,
PA. By the next Bulletin issue ve hope to have good nevs about a nev Divecter
and a team of very enthusiastic people who have indicated an ieterest in
helping this prograa get rolling. The Board thanks Jeif Brissette for his
initial villingress to serve and regrets that he vas vnable to felfiil his
tasks. We knov this is a big job and ve have high hopes tbat it vill soon be
operating as Kal, Bill, Val, Norm, Jefi and the rest of us vant it to.

RIS IS XEIINRSRERRE =SS
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NFS NEWS & NOTES

MAY - JUNE 1991

The June Board of Directors seeting vas held in Sturbridge,
Massachusetts in conjunction with the New England Finch Fanciers second
annual All-Bird sysposiua. A gquorus of directors vas present including Cecil
Gunby,-Or. Al Decoteau, Denise Capazzi, Russ Arasitage, Jr., Roger 0'Connell,
Bill Parlee, Jerry NcCavley, Chris Voronovitch, Miki Sparzak, Brenda Geesey
and meabers Tina and Marvin Yoder.

The Recording Secretary’s report, consisting of the notes from the
Spring Board Meeting, vas approved as printed in the January/February issue.

_ Denise gave us another dazzling report on band sales' As of 5/28/91
18,160 bands have been sold to 18] various NFS mesbers. Dur total order of
20,850 in January is noy depleted and Denise vill reorder soon. Next January
she'll split the major “start-up* order into tuo parts so that we don't have
to pay the tariff charges that ve had to pay this year (nearly $80 - that put
a dent in the profits!). Denise handles this very detailed job extresely
vell. 1've never heard ene complaint about her efficiency. Congratulations
and thanks,

Al reported that our Corresponding Secretary had written a nusber of
letters for his in the past sonths, prisarily to judges ahout their reports.

Russ gave the treasurer's report and it's printed in this issue, The
bank balance looks pretty good and the bulletin account is being fed
regularly fros the main account. Russ also sakes direct deposits into the
bulk mail account. He's doing his usual fine job. I'm sure sost of you are
avare that he has been keeping these records since the inception of the
Society and can provide history along vith detailed fimancial statesents.
Very impressive and 1's very grateful to be able to rely on hia.

He continued with the Neabership Services and Affiliation Directors
reports, We nov have B89 meabers and have received re-affiliations from §5
clubs. The affiliation deadline is June 30th and Russ is hoping that the rest
come in before that, Me have 4 international affilistes and 2 new Canadian
clubs. A few clubs haven't realized that we increased the prices of
affiliations and Russ vill send certified letters to thes requesting that
they pay the additional fee. The Board decided to withhold the Unflighted
Rosettes if the additional fees are not paid.

Dr. Al Decoteau's reports began with the Standards Comsittees.
Currently there are four cossittees in operation, The Fire Finch Comsittee,
chaired by Roddy Gabel with Nartha Wigmore, Jeff Brissette and Dennis Lewis
has produced a first draft vhich is printed in this issue. The Pekin Robin
Cosmittee, chaired by Marty von Reesfeld vith Ken Gunby, Clayten Jones and
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Brenda Geesey and the Spice Finch/Bronze Wing Nannikin Committee, chaired by
Kris Kroner with Narvin Yoder and others are working on their respective
presentations, The first draft of the Star Finch Standard has been sent back
to the comsittee for revision and clarification,

Al reported that letters had been sent to judges asking for reports
of shovs they vould be judging in 1391, All bat two have responded. These twe
Judges were sent letters notifying thea that because this vas a continuing
problea they would be suspended for one year beginning January 1992, The
Board decided that any judge vho accepts a judging assignsent while under
suspension will be suspended peraanently.

Clubs are reminded to use the Judges Pamel list in the most recent
Bulletin issue fo contact judges.

Apprentices that have been inactive for a year have nov been removed
froa the list according to Al. He has one written test scheduled and two aore
tentative for this season,

Al is also Points director and is confident that this is the year
NFS will hava it's first Chaapion Bird. A bird needs to accusulate 50 points
in it's show career to beccae a chaapion and Toa Rood has two in the high
40's in points nov. As seen on the list published in the January/February
issue some other exhibitors are not far behind. Perhaps aore than one
Chaspion in {9917 The “Honor Roll™ of Exhibitors of Excellence will be
published in this issue and will list all aeabers vho are now *Exhibitors of
Excellence.” Al deserves a lot of credit for his hard work. Much of what he
does involves cross-checking and proef-reading reports and he is very goed at
it. He also wins friends for WFS and keep things smooth with his tact and
diplomacy.

Terry McCawley is handling FINCHSHOP efficiently and reports that
the nevest aerchandise (the Shafttail t-shirts, the Gouldian pin and the
vater bottles) are selling quite well, lerry puts in a lot of tise behind the
table at the various annual functions and his enthusiasa certainly is a big
help to NFS, Thanks Jerry. Clubs may nov order the Eric Peake lithograph,
"The Diaaond Sparrow® te raffle at shows etc. to raise soney. Contact Jerry
for details.

The FIHCHSAVE Director has not subaitied any reports or ansvered any
correspondence. The Beard voted unanimously to resove the current director
and ordered the President to search for a nev director. For the time being,
all correspondence should be directed to the home office in York, PA. The
Board sincerely regrets the probleas vith this valuable progras and hopes
that this painful step is the beginning of a better systea.

Chris Voronovitch still has her sense of huser intact in her secend
year as Awards Director. This is a coaplicated job and she's doing very well,
This year we sade the cut-off date for affiliations 30 days later than

continaed on page 3§
b




KAYTEE

JARTENRY
GREAT

BIRDxSHOW
October 4 & 5, 1991
in beautiful Clearwater, Florida
Hosted by: Sun Coast Avian Society, Tampa, Florida
:TUPI:GE:' . ﬁcs Cochhgls Glen Gibson
ITO Dal'&n - pochm amas TB A
. F&.nchu & Soﬂbills Bw%cen Hoppin  » Melanin C:n;rfes Ignacio Perea
. %ﬂf & - Ermafe . Cananes ﬁtla digill
. Lee Horton . Cockatiels - Bert MeAulay
CASH PRIZES !
* Cash prises avalibls to Grast American Bird Scwmambers
$1000 Best in Show
$500 2nd Beat in Show - $250 3rd Beat in Show
| WHO TO CONTACT:
HOTEL Ballwview Mido AIRPORT SHUTTLE: GREAT AMERICAN BIRD SHOW
Group Ressrvations Desk Book prior to wrival at MEMBERKHIPS:
25 Balleview Blvd. 800-339-T780
Clesrwater, FL 24616 Kdamtity as Kaytes Greut Janios Pritchard
1-800-237-8547 Amaricsn Bird Show 449 W. Douglas Av.
In FL: 1-800-382-8072 Participant El Cujon. CA 92020
Cost $10.15 per perwon S19-442-1184
79 :
B e minimam. SHOW ENTRY: COMMERGIAL EXHIBITS
Rassrvations mus be mads
by Segt. 1, 1991. PO Bor Hnn . Joan
Palm Harbor. FL 3468 Strebe
: Kayiae Costomer Servi
] 913-558-3553 PO B
Call Cols Travel CATALOG ADS: g:hi]m W1 53014
{800) 296-1419, M.F ] B00-536-9680
7:30 wm - B:30 pm € Time mnl';f;'
deutify as Great Ametica 5
Tomily as Participant Pinellas Purk. FL 34884- 1846
* GREAT AMERICAN BIRD EHOW, INC. I8 A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
OPERATED BY A 13 MEMBER BOARD. THIS BOARD IS COMPRISED
ﬁ OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM MANY NATIONAL SPECIALTY CLURS. ﬁ
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breeders v
just don’t

Because there isn't any bet-
tert 5o they feed their cage
birds Petamine™.

Scientifically formulated, nu-
tritionally balanced and uni-
versity tested, Petamine is a

mixture of natural seeds and
inchudes ali the essential vita-

mins and minerals to help you
breed better birds.

Canaries, parakeets, finches,
parrots, cockatiels and love
birds will be healthier, stronger
and more vigorous with a daily
diet of Petamine.

Petamine promotes brilliant

- colorful plummage,

stimutates song and
makes moulting faster
and easier. It will even
help your adult birds

any better.

il

produce more fertile hatch-
able eggs.

Slnce 1948 Petamine has been
the bird food of
champions. |f
you're feeding
your birds sorme-
thing else, you
should know
better. Petamine.
Petamine by Kellogg is available
insoz, 2b,5b,101b.and 25
Ib. packages. Call or write for
the dealer nearest you. Other
fine Kellogg products include:
Budgimine™ e Para-
keet Seed « Canary
Seed o Finch Seed »
Parrot Food e S0NQ
Food e Cockatiel Food
» Handfeeding Diet »
Fortified Cage Bird
Foods e« Kellogg's

Kellogg Inc.re=es ==

Seeds & Supplies
3727 East Florida Street e Miwaukee, Wiscorsin 53201 4-B00-792-3504 Ext. 492



1s toxic to canaries. He even composed pamphlets on bird
care that were distributed to custamers at the pet shop.

As time passed, Jon left the store, only to work n
another pet shop, then in a clothing store, and as a
veterinary technician and bookkeeper. During this time he
had established a breeding collection of hookbills,
canaries, and finches. After accepting a teaching position
* at Indfana University in Bloomington, Jon was temporarily
birdless, but eventually returned to finches.as well as a
few small hookbills (kakarikis and cockatiels),

Jon was the first person to ever take the NFS apprentice
Jjudge's exam. He claims to have had the longest
apprenticeship in history, but is now one of ocur panel
Judges, and he is also a Judge for the Society of Parrot
Breeders and Exhibitors, [Rumor has it that he 1s also a
conpetent canary judgs.-R.G.]

In addition to being a judge., Jon 1s 2nd Vice President
of NFS and 1s active in a variety of soclety activities. He
has assisted in revising the standards for zebra finches (he
caught an error in the standard for penguin zebras that had
the color pattern upside-down on the birds!) and has been
involved 1n rewriting the NFS Handbook. Jon has some great
ideas for producing educational materials for NFS, and I'm
sure we'll benefit fram the fruits of his labors for a long
time to comel :

AVIAN TRADER CLASSI

100% OF OUR SUBSCRIBERS READ THE CLASSIFIEDS!

* Buy, Sell Trade Your Birds, Equipment, Supplies, Etc.

* Subscriptions $7.00. Ads 35 cents a word or number,

S * Ads due the 25th of each Month. $7 Minimum per Ad.
, * Ads can easily be updated and kept current with no

¢ penalty. No long waiting period.

* * Published Monthly, Mailed 1st Class.

* We accept Checks and VISA/MASTERCARD.

* For Sample Copy send business size SASE.

i

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS and ADS to: ATC, P.O. Box 6215-NF,
Traverse City, Ml 496856215 Fax #{(616) 946-3317




NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY
AFFILIATES, DELEGATES AND SHOW DATES

THE NATIORAL FINCH ANO SOFTBILL SOCIETYS! NATIORAL SHOM: Novesber 14 - 17,
In conjunction vith the 43rd Mationa Cage-Bird Exhibition, hosted by the
Mid-West Cage Bird Club at the Hyatt Regency Hotel - Dearborn, Michigan,
NFS Panel Judge: Ear! Courts. For information call : Patrick Vance,
{313 443 0643, For hotel reservations: (313 593 1234,

ALABANA

Central Alabams Avicaltura) Socigly; Danny Haff, (20%) 491 B603
Shows August 30 - Septeaber 1, 1991,

Heart of Gixie Canary Cighy irene Milier, {205 849 4524
Shows October 19, 1991  Mobile, AL Panel Judge: Stephen Hoppin

CALIFERNIA
Aviary Assn. of Xern Co.; Hal Koontz, {805) B72 1063

Shov: December 7, 1991 Kern, CA  Panel Judge: Clayton Jones

Capitol City Bird Seciety: Helen Caudle, (916} 933 1819
Show:  Dctober 19 - 20, 199 Roseville, (A

Finch Society of San Giege County; Sharon Russell, (BI9) 274 2095

Fresnd Canary and Finch Society: Richard Lujan, {408} 9B4 1453
Shows  October 25 to 27, 1991 Fresno, CA  Panel Judge: Joe Krader

bolden Sate Avian Society; Mary Payne, {415} 449 B9
Show: November 15 to 17, 1991 Tracy, CA Panel Judge: Marty Von Raesfeld

San_Gieqo Bird Shew, Inc.; Janice Pritchard, (819) 442 1164
Shov: November 2 & 3, 1991 Del Nar, CA Panel Judge: Brian Binns

South Bay Bird Club; Gregory Aden, (2133 379 414
Shov: QOctober 19, 1991 Lawndale, CA  Panef Judge:  Clarence fulveil

COLORAGG

Colorado Cage Bird Association; Martha Wigmore, (719) §M4 15%4
Regional Show: fct. 19, 1991 Colorade Springs, CO Panel Judge: Martha ¥igaore

Rocky Mountain Society of Avicalture; Denald Lecke, Jr. (383) 289 5721
Shov: Movember 1 - 3, 1991 Deaver, 0 Pasel Judge: Marty von Raesfald
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CONNECTICIY
Connecticut Association for Aviculture; Chris Voromovitch, (203) 649 B220
Show: Dctober 26, 1991 Day's lon, Meridiem, €T  Panel Judge: Jon Hoffaan

Nev England Finch fanciers; Russell Armitage, Jr., (203) 346 5875
Shov: Novesber 30, 1991 East Hartford, CT Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

FLOR1DA -
Aviary & Cage Bird Society of South Florida; Len Brower (305) 931 3458
Regional Shov: August 24, 1991 Ft, Lauderdale Panel Judge: Or. Al Decoteau

Exotic Bird Club of florida; Nalt Perry, (4D7) 632 74%4 :
Shov: Noveaber 9, 1991 Indiatlantic, fL  Panel Judge: Stephen Hoppin

florida State fair Exotic Bird Show; Claire Reso, (B13} 482 5352

Gold Coast All Bird Club; Cynthia Patten, (407) 439 6582
Show: Dctober 29, 1991 Ft. Lauderdale, FL = Panel Judge: George Warren

Greater Brandon Avian Society, Inc,; Lillian ﬂount, (B13)  BB6 6492
Shov: Septewber 13, 1931 Taspa, fL  Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

Jacksonville Cage Bird &ssn.; Jerri Neisenfeld, (304} 731 7173
Shov: Septeuber 21, 1991 Jacksonville, fL  Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

Suncoast Avian Society; Joe Ventisiglia, (B13) 392 9391

Hosting the KAYTEE GREAT ANERICAN BIRD SHOW, October 4th.and ath, 1991
Belleviev Nido Resort Hotel, Clearvater, fL Panel Judge: Stephen Hoppin

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society; Dale Laird, (407) 657 7989
Show: Dctober .12, 1991 Drlando, fL Panel Judge:  Williaa Parlee

GEDRG1A

Beoraia Cage Birg Seciety; Cecil Gunby, (404) 254 1261
Shov: Noveuber 2, 1991 Atlanta, 6A Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

HAMALY '-

Honolulu Canary and finch Club; Cynthia Pregana, (808) 456 3793

Show: Honolulu, H1 Panel Judge: Brian Binns
1LLINDIS

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club;  Jane Nuscato, (70B) 305 9043
Show: November 2, 1991 Rolling Meadow, 1L Panel Judge: Or. Al Decoteau
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Hlini Bird Fanclers: Toa Rood, (217) 774 5265
Show: May 1B, 1991 Shelbyville, IL Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

Natiosy] lestitute Red-Orange Canaries; Catherlpe Wiegele, (219) 322 1146
Shows November 29 - Decesber !, 1991 Elk frove Village, 1L

Panel Judge: Jos Hoffman

Springfield Pet Bird Club; Robert Huff, (217) 522 4154
Show: September 14, 1991 Spriegfield, 1 Panel Judge: Dr, Val Clear

1ND JANA
Indiana Bird Fanciers; Dr.Val Clear, {317} 642 0795
Show; October 12, 1991 Ft. Wayne, IN Panel Judge: Cacil Gunby

West Central Indiana; Toa Rood, (217) 774 5265
Show: August 10, 1991 Terre Haute, IN Panel Judge: Jon Moffaan

100A

Mid-Aserica Cage Bird Society; Rhoda Shirley, (515) 243 2255
Show: October 5, 1991 Des Moines, 1A Panel Judge: Earl Courts

KANGAS

Kansas Avicultural Seciety; Marilyn Galvan, (316) 524 3123
Show: October 12, 1991 Wichita, KS Panel Judge: Paul Williaes

KENTUCKY | | |
{entral Kentucky Cage Bird Society; Mac Lewis, (502) 695 5163
LOU1SIANA

Bul f_South Bird Club; Evoa Krllse, (504) 641 5510
Show: (October 1B - 20, 1991 Nev Drleans, LA Panel Judge: Williae Parlee

HARYLAND : :
Baltienre Bird Fanciers; Deb Clark, (301) 242 3471
- Show: October 19, 1991 Towson, MD Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

Maryland Cage Bird Association; Theresa Brows, (301) 735 7662
Show: Septesber 28, 1991 Tieowius, M0 Panel Judge: Roidy Gabel

BASSACHUSETTS -
Massachysetts Cage Bird Association; Kis Rendigs, (508) 540 2743
Regional Show: October 19, 1991 Mansfield, WA Panel Judge: Roddy Gable

Boston Socjety For Aviculture; Demise Cabral, (508) 586 3293
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d1CHIGAN
- Wid-#ichtgan Bird Club; Mary Tervilliger, (517) 463 5695

Mid-West Cane Bird Club; Patrick Vance, (313) 443 0643 | |
Show: Hosting the ®ational, Wovember 14-1&, 1991 Panel Judge: Earl Courts

dotor City Bird Breeders; Patrick Vance, (313} 443 0643 _
Regional Show: Oct. 26 & 27, 1991 Detroit, M Panel Judge: Conrad Weinert

Society of Canary and Finch Breeders; 8&ro, Anthony Michael, F.S.D.,
(616) 245 0049. Show: 0ct.13, 1991 Westland, Ml Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert

#15500R] .
Greater Kansas City Avicultural Society; Chris Hunsberger, (B16) 461 5582
Show: October 19, 1991 Kansas City, WD Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

Heartland Canary and finch Ciub; Earl Courts, (816} 524 0921
Show: Dctober 26, 1991  Lavrence, KS  Panel Judge: Paul #illiaas

Missouri Cage Bird Association;  Oennis Burhans, (314) 441 525
Shaw: Novzaber 2, 199f Eureka, M0 Panel Judge: Jon Hoffsan

NEBRASKA

Greater Omaha Uage Bird Society; Elbert Traylor, (402) 435 7885
Shovi Ceplember 28, 1991 Daaha, K5 Panel Judge: Jon Hoffaan

NEW_JERSEY
Seuth Jersey Bird Club; Raysond Passaro, {201) 291 9224
Show: October 5, 1991 Panel Judge; Reddy Gabel

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society; Larry Oslorenzo, (508} 927 5494
Skow: Sepieaber 21, 1991 Panel Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau

New Haapshire Avicultural Society; Larry Delorenzo, (508) 927 5494
Showt October 12, 1991 Hudson, ®H Panel Judge: Jon Hoffaan

NEW YORK
Astoria Bird Club; Leslie Leber, ({516) 431 9267
Show: MNoveaber 2, 1991 Heapstead, NY Non-Panel Judge

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association; Renma Rouse, (31§) 252 7673
Show: Septeaber 21, 1991 Materloo, NY Panel Judge: Dr. Val Clear
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ochest ird Club; Jeanne Wurphy, (716) 288 2145
Show: MNovesber 9, 1991  Rochester, MY Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

NORTH IIA

t Cage Bird Soclety; Wanda McCormlck, (704) 825 1972
Show: Suptnler 748 19% Hosting the *Carclina Classlc 0lrd Show*, co-
hosted by the South Carolina Bird Buddies and the Palaetto (S.C.} Bird Club.

Charlotte, NC Panel Judges: Sept. 7, Conrad I'Iemert and Sept. 8, Earl
Courts.

evelagg Cage Blrd Society; Maureen Nehozonek, (216} 234 7674
Shows GOctober 12, 1991 Parma, O Panel Judge: Srenda Seesey

OKLAHONA

Bird Famciers of Ilklahggg, Gene Niller, (405) 382 7066
Show: Geptesber 28, 1991 Oklahosa City, 0K Panel Judge: Claresce Culvell

OKLAHONA CAGE 81RD SOCIETY; Laura Bewley, (918) 369 2580
Show: October 26, 1991 Tulsa, OX Panel Judge: Laura Bewley

PENNSYLVANLA

Central Penasylvania Cage Bird Seciety; Jerry McCavley, (717) 288 0529
Show: October 26, 1991 Camp Mill, PA Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

Chester County Bird Breeders; Kris Kroner, (215) 628 4143
Show: Septesber 14, 1991 Xing of Prussia, PA Panel Judge: Jon Moffsan

Delavare Valley Bird Club; Kris Kroner, {215) 628 4143
SNow: Novesber 9, 1931 Montgomery County, PA  Panel Judge: Gerald D'Agata

Greater Pitisburgh Cage Bird Society; Dr. Lindsay Clack (412) 323 7235
~ Show: Moveaber 2, 1931 Washington, PA Panel Judge: Roddy Gabel

Philadelphia Avicultura) Society; Rick Szlachta, (215) 635 2097
Show: Novesber 23, 1991 Intercowrse, PA Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

SOUTH CARDE 1MA

Palaetto Cage Bird Club; Earl Owess, (B03) 855 3193

South Cavolina Bird Buddies; Ear] Ovems, (BO3) 855 3193

Show: Septesber 7 & 8, 1991 Charlotte, M Co-hosts of "Carolina Classic®
v/ tharlotte Netrolina (N.C.). Panel Judges: Septesber 7, Conrad Neinert;
Sepiesber 8, Earl Couris.
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TEMNESSEE
Niddle Tennessee Cage Bird Club; Eva Duffey, (515) 361 5949
Shov: Octoher 26, 1991  Mashville, TN Panel Judge: Ray Johnsos

TEXAS

Bay Area Cockatiel % Cage Bird Clubj Karol Deea, (409} 737 1557
Show: Septauber 7, 1991 Galveston, TI Panel Judge: Ray Johason

Capital City Cage Bird Club; Sarah Goodrich, {B817) 49) 2535
Shov: October 12, 1991 Mustin, TI Panel Judge: Marty VYon Raesfeld

Eort North Bird Club; Clarence Culwell, (B17) 523 5568
Show: Octoher 5 & 6, 1991 Fort Worth, TY Panel Judge: Narty Yon Raes!eld

Texas Bird Breeders and Fanciers Assn; Clareace Culvell, (B17} 523 556B
Shov: Noveaber 1 & 2, 1991 Killeen, TY Panel Judge: Clarence Culvell

West Mings of Houston; Oan Easter, (713) BSS 716f :
Regional Show: Septesber 21, 1991  Houston, TX Panel Judye: Ray Johnson

VIRGINIA
Peninsula Cage Bird Society;  Linda 0ja, (B04) B74 BSBI
Shove September 21, 1991  MNewport Nevs, VA Panel Judge: Harold Bovles

NASHINGTON
Northwest Exotic Bird Society; Nancy Hhite, (206) 523 3602

NISCONSIN
Badger Canary Club; Patrice Ripple, (414} 52? 1980
Show: October 26, 1991 Oak Creek, Wl Panel Judge: Paul Nilliass

Nilvaukee Bird Society, Ltd.; Sue Feldstein,
Show: October 5, 1991  Nilvaukee, N1  Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATES

Budgerigar & Foreign Bird Society of Canada; John Bennett (416) 473 5612
Show: GSepteaber 21, 1991 Toronto, Canada  Panel Judges Brenda Geesey

CANADLAN NATIONAL SHON Pickering, Ontaric
Qurham Avicultural Society of Ontario; Vincent Noase, (416) 723 1978
Show: Septeaber 27 - 29, 1991 Panel Judge: Nilliam Parlee

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society; Alfred Mios, (5I9) 94B £39B
Show: Dctober 19 % 20, 1991 Non-Panel Judge: John Behnett
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Nev lealand Finch Breeders; Mev Isaland, MNrs. E. M. Foster

Queensland Finch Society; Dueensland, Australia Gavin Dietz
Iebra Finch Seciety, England; Brian Bines, Manchester, England

= —

TO ALL DELEGATES AND JUDBES: Please read the list carefully!' 1f you see
errors or omissions please cail me at (717) 894 2604 imsediately!

Thanks, Brenda.

HIGHEST QUALITY-

LIVE PETFOOD |

MAXIMUM NUTRITION

AQUARIUMS, AVIARIES, AND PET SHOPS
MAJOR ZOOS THROUGHOUT

MEALWORMS
THE COUNTRY TRUST

........... . GRUBCO'S QUALITY
........... . FEEDER INSECTS.

{PACKED 250 PLUS PER CUP}
§00 .........Ll, 6.00

............ i . CALLTOLLFREE

0-222-3563
MASTERCARD, 1-80 o :M
VISA, C.0.D. N CEs F 0.8, i rort o

CONTACT U'S NOW FOR OUR LOWEST PRICE ON LARGE QUANTITIES!

P.O. BOX 15001 — HAMILTON. OHNO 45018




HW.Y.A.H.T.K. ABUOUT BREEDING DUCKS...
BUT W.A.T.A.

by Les Gibson

To breed or not to breed? That is the question. Actually, it's a
silly question. Breeding is vhat it's atl about. I don’t understand those
people {(mainly parroty folks} vho keep a single bird in enforced celibacy all
of it's life - can you imagine yourself in such circusstances?

There is in fact a vhole bird club in these parts that is devoted to
this sort of thing. They all want to get on TV with Polly, (vho has a
votabulary better than the average school drop-out) and become rich and
famous, Being in the hobby for the money is strictly for the birds - 1 prefer
the true amateur status.

Breeding birds, to some people {too many) is a rather haphazard
process, Too often we hear "I only krev they were nesting vhen a chick fell
out of the nest-box and 1 stood on it.” They go about it in an unscxentlflt
way, like the following sanner of breeding ducks.

Step 1. Put a bucket of water in a large cage.

2. Throw in 2 couple of ducks. Hope they are of opposite sexes,

3. Throw in large chunks of stale bread at irregular intervals of
fros 8 hours to 2 weeks,

4. Add sose strav that has been soaked long enough to go moldy.

5. Inch®allah (as they say in Baghdad), in six sonths you should
have some ducklings, limping from salnutrition and with quacking
coughs due to the soldy strav.

As indicated above, domesticated birds (and 1 include all the
Australian finches, cockatiels etc.) are relatively easy to deal with, except
possibly for Gouldians, Breeding them has little challeage. So why not set a
higher goal? Breed sosething unknown - breed a "world first."

One of the secrets of success here and one of the ways to avoid the
above systes is by the study of ethology. Find a little-known species and
study its habits in the wild. There are any nusber of esoteric books to aid
you, like Skutch?s "Birds of Central Aserica’ or Meinertzhagens's 'Birds of
Arabia’. Once you know how the species survives on that patch of rock, sand
and oil, you'll be ready to try a pair in your simylated "Desert Stors
Aviary". Throv in sose old hovitzer shell casings for authenticity - some
birds vill nest in thes.

Bf course, the mext probles is uhere to get the sore unusyal
species, 1f anyone has any ideas, please write,

P.5. 1 am interested in begging, borrowing, stealing or, as a last
resort, buying pairs of softbills,
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PROPOSED RED-BILLED FIREFINCH STANDARD

Lagonosticta senegala

Subsitied for the consideration of the mesbership by the comsiitee. Comsents
and constructive criticise should be directed to:
ir. Al Decoteau
P, 0. Box 359, Groton, MA 01450

CONFORKATEON: 30 points
CONDITION: 20 points
COLOR AMD MARKINGS: 20 points
DEPORTMENT AND STANCE: 10 points

CONFORNATION: 50 points.

Head and body, 20 points. The head should be round from the back of the

head to the nape of the neck. The neck should flov smaothly into the back,
vhich should be straight to the tail. Birds should have good substance, vith
a somevhat rounded chest, but not pouty or fat. 4 nipped meck or gavky
appearance should be faulted. Eye should be centered front to hack and
slightly above the midline of the beak. The heak should be conical and
slender. Dverall length, 3 1/2 inches, including tail.

Tail, 15 points, The tail should continue on a straight line vith the
topline of the bird -- "sky-tail" or a droopy tail should be penalized, The
lenpth of the tail should be about ! 1/4 inches and it should he conpact and
slightly rounded.

Mings. 15 points. MNings should be carried close to the body and meet avenly
over the back, vith the tips of the primeries just seeting over the rusp at
the base of the tail. Droopy or "scissored* vinps are a fault,

COMDITION: 20 points,

Missinp digits, feathers, eyes, etc. are faults, Feathers should fit saoothly
vithout roughness or unevennmess, There should he no gaps in the plesage,
especially doun the midline of the chest or around the legs.

COLBR AND MARKINGS: 20 points.

Beak and legs. 5 points. Beak, red or pink (may be slightly paler in
feaales) vith the black lines alonp the midline of the top and lower
sandibles. Legs, brown to brounish-flesh colored,

Plusage, eye, and eye ring. 15 points. MALE - Ruddy to bright red on the

forshead and hind neck, less bright on the hind crown and nape, Face, sides
19



of neck, chest, and most of underparts variable shades of rosy red, purplish
red, dull scarlet, or an intersediate shade. Intensity of the red is
important in comparisons of birds on the shov bench. Sose chest feathers have
s#all vhite dots, variable in nusber, singly or in pairs on individual
feathers Other plumage brown, darker on vings vith sose red along fringes of
ving coverts. Rusp, upper tail coverts, and central tail feathers have
varying shades of red along vebbing. Duter tail feathers, dull brown, others
dell black. Area around vent and under tail buffish brown. Eye, iris brown to
brownish red. Old birds (2 or more years) should have 2 bright yellew,
conspicuous eye ring. FEMALE - Red mark from base of lover mandible to or

. over the eye. Rump, upper tail coverts, and tail similar to sale; othervise,
unifors buffish to greyish brows, but vith larger and more nuserous white
spots than males. Rosy or reddish suffusion may appear in areas that are red
in the sale. Eye ring paler, can be vhitish or silvery.

DEPORTMENT AND STANEE: 10 points.
Stance should be about 30° above the horizontal. A horizontal posture or
roosting is faulted, as is a too-erect stance. Firefinches should be cals,

but not lethargic, and pairs should be attentive to one another if shown
together,

Respectfully submitied by the Redbiiled Firefinch Standard Cosmittee.

Roddy Gabel, Chairman

Martha Wigmore, Participating Panel Judge
Dennis Levis
Jefi Brissette,

I APDLOGIZE...WITH GREAT PLEASURE'!!

Tina and Marvin Yoder did reach the 200 point
goal, indeed they surpassed it by one point!!
Their names should have been on the page with
the other "Exhibitors of Excellence"” in the
Jjast issue. I am very sorry that the correct
information didn?t reach me in time. Please
accept my apology and the congratulations of
all NFS members. Mot just for the award but
for the brand—new baby boy too!!

THE Editor.

o e e Uyt T W s e e e o e e e e b b i e

20



INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC SURVEY

by Les Gibson

Here is a chance for our readers to participate in an "lInteraational
Sclentific survey™. 1Y is ietereational because 1 am a fereigner. It is
probably seientific because it is about sexing Colius/Mousebirds. No one
could argue abont it heiag a survey.

Blue-naped Wouseblrds can he sexed by their eyes! The cock has a
plaia dark brown eye vhile the hen has aa obvious greyish iris vhich eakes
the eye ook smaller. They sust be exaeiaed ie good iight, e.g. sualight. I
have checked a lev hirds of two other species, the Speckied aad the White-
headed aad found ae di {ference in the eyes. '

Three other species (there are only six) resaia to be checked. the
Red-faced (€. indicus} uhich 1 suspect ulll have sexable eyes, the Hhite-
backed (C. Collds) which 1 suspect woe’t, and the Red-backed, (C.
castanotus), vhich could go ejther vay,

Uith practice, Nousebirds can be sexed just by looking at thea. it
is such easier il the birds are haad-held ia twos and compared. The hen his a
daiatier head aad legs, althoogh she say actually he heavier than the cock.

So if aaybody keeps any of the above or kaous of amy ir a zoo etc.,
please try and get a cosparison done and report on any eye dilferences and
also on the sex, if keown.

. At least ve knou that Kem Archer has Nouseblrds, although I thiek it
is a lair bet that he say have two hens. He said they vere both on the nest
and ie ey experiouce, sales aever sit on the apst. Ue hope they are a pair
and that they ralse a nest and that he'll give us a report and tell us about
thelr eyes, '

Editer’s note: The onre cerrespondence 1 get fron Les the more | appreciate
his vealth of experience. Thonks again Les, you are a great source of
inforsation aad | appreclate you heing villing to share it!

ZEIWIZ R IR R LSS IR R RS S RS TIZANSE?

All articles, anecdotes, artwork,
ads and other additions to the
bulletin should be sent to:
NFS Editor, Brenda Geesey
125 W. Jackson Street
York, FPA 174032265

“.'



BACKYARD SANCTUARY

by Les Gibsan

Did you knov that you can have your yard declared an “Urban Kildlife
Sanctuary*? This useful piece of information (spotted in the ANERICAN
AIRLINER magazine by alert reader and frequent flier; Nelba Finch of Entebbe)
is great nevs for the anti-lavn-mowing fraternity, of vhich I am an honorary
life neaber. It seems that if your yard does not shape up, but is alloved io
run vild, the {Bod-bless-ea) National lnstitute for Urban ¥ildlife, Coluabia,
ND (phone (301} 596 3311) will, at your request, clear a hole in the brush
and stick in a sign declaring the place a refuge.

1 could not believe ey buck when 1 heard this and lost no tise in
pointing out te my spouse (Val - "Vee haf vays of making you mow, you knov® -
Kyrie) the advantages of not having to dispose of tons of tree-trimmings
every few months and of having a howe for the buffalo to roas in the upcut
prairie out back. _

For $3 the N.I.4.W. vill send you a booklet telling you vhat you can
stop doing in the way of garden chores. They will also tell you what to do to
nake the yard attractive to a host of critters. The first thing, they say, is
to supply permanent water, and they recommend a seall pond, Frogs will appear
from novhere and move into the latter.

Actually, 1 have been doing the above sort of thing for years - it's
Just great that it is nov "afficial®. Even a sisple bird-bath, kept regularly
filled, susser and winter, will attract ‘and keep many different species. 4
bath vas kept going in our African garden through five years of drought and
aany birds took up residence and more than a dozen species nested because of
this. Even the little skinks learned to cravl up the pedestal for a drink.

~Just as isportant in freezing vinters as in drought areas, a bird
bath can save birds froa dying of thirst during a spell of sub-zero veather,
vhich, in spite of the propaganda to the contrary here in the Northvest, has
hit Portland Oregon for two of the three winters that I have been here, You
have to pour in hot water several times a day but the birds soon catch on and
queue up before it freezes again.

Other features recommended by the NIUW are at least a patch of long
grass, and a big compost heap. 1 am already out in front as [ keep half the
back yard under very long grass. This is ideal for supplying spiders and
grasshoppers for softbill chicks, and also produces clouds of little burnt-
orange skipper butterflies vho breed somevhere in the tlusps.

Assorted heaps of garden, kitchen and dog refuse are spotted around
the yard and inside the large aviary. These sérve several useful purposes.
With a [ittle mid-sumser hosing, they provide a year-round supply of
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earthvoras - essential for raising Blackbirds, Thrushes, Shamas, Babblers,
etc. They also supply the compost needed for groving the numerous
Rhododendrons in the garden, and they are a fun habitat and egg-repository
for a pair of box turtles. The heaps also provide a home for various species
of salasanders vhich pass through these premises, In the vinter, the compost-
heaps are instrusental to the survival of several insectivorous birds.

Another useful thing that everyone should do is to put up nest
boxes. These can be as rough as you like, or even made from cardboard, if
they can be put under an overhang. 1 have actually used cardboard boxes a lot
for breeding Shamas and various species of finches. Common sparrovs camnot
enter a hole tbat is only 1 1/18" in diameter, and this vill shelter Tits and
Wrems. A local Wrem explosion resulted from putting up three such boxes,
shoving that they need only suitable nest-sites. Larger boxes (vith bigger
holes) will attract Martins, Swallows, Nuthatches, Woodpeckers, etc. and,
unfortunately, Starlings as vell as Sparrows. These last two aggressive
nuisances can be easily be nabbed. Hold a clear plastic bag around the
entrance-hole and bang the box. Hov you dispose of thes is best left to the
imagination {hint: they are not protected species). 1t is useless to let
thea go right there, for they vill be back in the box before you get into the
house.

Other animals that ventured into this tiny vilderness, eight ailes
from the city center, included a pair of raccoons, a steady but nov
dimnishing strean of opossuns, and assorted mice, hoth field and house
varieties. These are not quite as exotic as the creatures in the African
garden, but that is another story,

Les's additional notes say he is vorking on a long version of "Birds etc. in
a Natal Sarden® and that he has European Blackbird eggs and Blue Rock
Thrushes building a nest. Personally, 1's vaiting to see if there is an anti-
lavn-soving sorority. 1 WANT 10 JOIN!! The Editor.

THE LITHOGRAPHS ARE READY !

The "Diamond Sparrov® lithographs have been mailed to eeabers vho have
ordered and paid for thea. We have special, heavy-duty mailing tubes and
ve're ready to fill your order today' The lithographs are lovely and if you .
act NOM you can still have a lov nusber of this first series of signed and
nusbered Eric Peake lithographs made specially for NFS mesbers. See the
FINCNSHOP page for ordering information.
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PORTRAIT OF A FAMILY: THE HONEYCREEPERS

Scientifically no such thing as a honeycreeper exists. This comaon
and incorrect name, given by aviculturists to this heterogeneous group of
birds, refers to their preference for nectar and for sugary foods over itess
such as fruit or nutritious high-protein insectile aixtures.

In these notes, I wili not go into detail concerning the
classification of these birds but, instead, 1 vill cover some practical
avicultural aspects of their keeping.

The heneycreepers, also called sugarbirds or flying-flowers (in the
Victorian period), are small, brightly-colored birds of the South Aserican
rainforests. These birds are biologically closest to tanagers. Some
authorities consider them a highly specialized tanager sub-group. They belong
to the large family Passerinae, which contains the most highly evolved birds.

! vill oply describe the most comsonly available species: the red-
legged, the yellov-legged and the green honeycreepers. You can find better
descriptions of these birds in the Bates and Busenbark's, Frank Woolham and
Dunning books. ! Hovever, bevare of the advice that all these books give on
keeping heneycreepers: it is often outdated.

The yellov-legged and the red-legged honeycreepers are very similar in
size and shape. They are about 4.5 inches in length and are stocky little
birds vith a short taii. Their beak is thin, curved and elongated, vith the
yeltov-legged honeycreeper having a slightly thinner bill. The males are
entirely biue vith black primaries and a black mask. The yellov-legged
honeycreeper has alse a black bib, and the red-legged has black on the nape
and on the tail. However, the shade of blue is different in the two species.
The yellov-legged honeycreeper has a deeper shade of blue, but lacks the
nearly turquise hood of the red-legged. The legs are the most distinctive
characteristics of the two birds, vith the yellov-legged honeycreeper having
legs of a yellow varying from lemon to a light shade of greenish japerial

t Bates, H., and Busenbark, R., Finches and Soft-billed Birds. TFN
Publications, Neptune City, NJ, 1970, pp. 406-409.

Dunning, J. 5., South American Birds. A Photographic Aid to
1dentification. Marrowwood Books, Newton Square, PA, 1987 pp. 2§0-254.

Woolham, F., Aviary Birds in Colour. Pitman Publishing, Wew York, Y.
1974, p. 91.

Woglham, F., The Mandbook of Aviculture. Blandford Press, Dorset, UK,
1987, pp. 2B6-28B.
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yellov, The red-legged honeycreeper has veramilion legs, that is a tone of
red vith an orange-brown tinge. [t has also a very difficult to see yellow
area under the wings. In nuptial plusage this yellow is even less
pronounced. The toes are black in both species. The fesales are very
different from the males, as are the juveniles before their first solt. The
feaale yellow-legged honeycreeper is slightly ssaller than the sile and has a
green back similar in tone to the back of the gouldian finch. Her underparts
are tight broen, with many streaks of powdery yellow, The cheeks are rusty
brown, and a very irrelevant bluish moustache is occasionally visible, The
legs are olive green. The juveniles are like the fesale, but the rusty cheek
spots are nearly absent, and some blue feathers are always visible sixed with
the underparts. 1n sy experience, no birds with any blue in their plusage
have ever been females, 1f you are uncertain and you can try this, Pull a
couple of feathers from the breast of the hen suspected of being an
adolescent male, The feathers will grow back blue if it is a sale, but they
will not if the bird is a hen, The yellow-iegged honeycreeper aale has no
eclipse plusage, The red-legged hen has a sore uniform color than the yellow-
legged one, and is pale dusty verditer aquamarine. Her legs are grey, and
the black areas of the sale are grey-brownish, lacking a distinct sharp
division fros the rest of the plusage, The male of this species in eclipse
plusage is identical to the female, but its legs stay red, thus allowing for
its identification, [ have never seen 2 juvenile red-legged honeycreeper, so
I cannot describe it, We sust assume that it resesbles the female, The
green honeycreeper is distinctly different from the two previous fellows, It
is a bird larger than the Cyanerpes and of a shape sisilar to a finch, more
precisely to a european goldfinch, The bill in this species is considerably
shorter and thicker than in the other two species, with the Iower sandible
tolored in yellow and the upper in black, In this genus (Chlorophanes) the
derivation from the tanagers is particularly visible, As I sentioned above,
the honeycreepers are believed to have derived from the progressive
adaptation of tanagers to a diet of small insects and nectar, which caused a
progressive sodification of the shape of their bill. But back to the qreen-
honeycreeper, This bird is green-turquoise, with the fesale of a washed out
tone. The male has also a jet black head, sharply divided from the rest of
_the plusage, absent in the fesale, Feet and legs are grayish in both sexes,

Never available regularly fros isporters, honeycreepers are now
starting to appear more frequently on price lists of dealers specializing in
softhills, The sost cosmonly offered species include the red-legged or
yellow-winged honeycreeper (1 always had a probles distinguishing the yellow
in its wings); the yellow-legged or purple honeycreeper or sugarbird; the
green honeycreeper or black-headed sugarbird; and the blue dachnis, All
these species are very similar in their husbandry, but differ in their
tesperanent, with the tvo Cyanerpes (the first two species sentioned) being
tonsiderably more delicate and less aggressive than the Chlorofones {green
honeycreeper} and the dachnis,
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Honeycreepers are the best introduction to the saall nectar-eating
softbills. They are considerably less expensive to obtaia and certainly less
difficult to keep than hussingbirds. Their teaperasent is careful and they
sove fast, with a vindy, extresely precise flight, as you vould expect from a
bird spending most of its time in the thick rainforest canopy, catching many
small insects in flight. They sove around in a vay that alvays resinds ae of
thickadees. These facts are of relevance for the aviculturist, because they
sake these birds such less prone than humaingbirds te household accidents,
injury from other pets and makes their keeping easier, except vhen you have to
catch thes, .

Honeycreepers are nov offered by several isporters, and can be shipped
by air anywhere in the US territories. The only advice that applies to all
purchases of birds that you do net see in advance, is that you use a reputable
dealer, Be very clear and require guarantee of live arrival and, possibly of
at least 48 hours survival in advance, before paying for the birds, 1 have
gone through problems when 1 vas shipped two honeycreepers from California
during a cold Boston vinter. One of them case out of the crate gead. Neither
the airline company that took 18 hours to deliver the bird, nor the seiler
ever refunded me. So bde careful.

Once you receive your birds have ready a vara room or a source of heat
near the cage, vhich should be small so that the birds do not get exhausted.
Keep the lights on at least 24 hours so that the birds can eat and recover.

At first feed only humaingbird nectar: it is light te digest and full of
BNErgY,

Wher your birds have recovered from their trip, sove thes to their
final accomsodations. This can be a large cage but, better, the honeycreepers
should have the run of the birdroom or of 3 large flight. These little birds
are extremely active and, if kept in a cage they will bounce around flipping
tpside down 1ike the fairy Tinker-Bell in Peter Pan, My birds have alvays
been kept free-flying in my bird room which contains a sixed collection with
large and small parrots, hussingbirds and finches. Contrary to hussingbirds,
who get into all sorts of trouble with the parrots, the cat, and by straying
avay, the heneycreepers never had a probles, Once one strayed out of the bird
roos, but I noticed it impediately because, in attespting to get it, oy cat
had desolished the vindovsill collection of cactuses and orchids, vithout even
getting near the bird vhich vas hidden behind a pet in a crevice. $o
honeycreepers are suitakle for free flight in a closed eavironsent. Their
droppings are irrelevant, like those of the hussingbirds, Established
honeycreepers are peaceful birds that six vell with other non-aggressive
species, except for the green honeycreeper that is reported to be aggressive
by Bates and Busenbark.

Although honeycreepers require considerably less energy thap
husgingbirds to rarry out their daily activities, they will need a good deal
of sugar in their diet. 1 have had extensive experieace with the yellow-
iegged honeycreeper, possibly the most delicate of all, and sy birds have done
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vell on huasingbird pectar and spongecake alone (for tbe recipe of the
spongecake see Bulletin of the National Finch and Softhill Society,

Noveaber /Decesber 1990, pag. 14-17). |Interestingly, British aviculfurists
vill warn you against keeping these birds solely on 2 diet of nectar but,
probably, this is because the products of sodern nutritional technology were
unavailable to thea, and 2 prolonged iabalance in the diet would jeopardize
everybody's healtb. My birds are fed 2 diet of huasingbird nectar, 1 container
(40 al) per day per bird, and a portion of spongecake soaked in red Gatorade
of nectar. Occasionally they get some semi-moist egy food that 1 use for the
finches (recipe follows}. 1 have been extresely unsuccessful offering fruit,
| have tried chopped apple, orange, peaches and banana but all wvere barely
paid attentien to. 1ln addition, in an environsent devoid of live insects,
fruit is too low in proteins to be worthvhile. 1 do not feed insects to ay
birds because 1 believe that any bird can be domesticated and fed
appropriately foraulated diets that will fulfill their nutritional needs:
after all ve do not feed cats live sice or birds, and they stay healthy., 1
have seen & red-legged honeycreeper thriving on a diet of nectar different
from the cosmercial hussingbird diet | use. 1 also give this recipe, thanks
to Brenda Geesey and Tos Adams, vho modified it from Dr. lindsay Clack's zeo
version. This nectar has a higher protein content and a lower sugar
concentration than hummingbird nectar, and it is probably appropriate fer the
saintenance of sunbirds and other mectar eating birds. 1 think it is too
heavy for the husmingbirds, so 1 have not tried it on thes.

Honeycreepers are aaong the most beautiful birds available to
aviculturists. Atteapts to breed them should be encouraged waraly. I have
had big probieas finding a female for my yellow-legged honeycreeper, despite
the fact that the species is disorphic. Males are beautiful when in nuptial
plusage.

Juveniles can be very confusing and, as 1 sentioned above generally
reseable hens, and I have acquired occasionally "hens” that eventually molted.
into beautiful cocks, So is life,

One last weord before 1 conclude: do not forget to obtain 2 bacterial
culture of your birds as soon as you receive them, and to treat all infections
painstakingly. This will save you from bad surprises in tbe future. 1f you
are an intersediate level aviculturist, that is i! you have bred gouldian
finches but have not atiespted to keep large hornbills in your condo,
honeycreepers are for you.

Egofood recipe;

4 hard-boiled eggs

2 cups high-protein baby cereal {Gerber, golden box)

4 tablets sultivitasin and sineral supplement for husan use (I use CYS brand)
4 capsules of 400 umits of Vitamin E

1 tablet vitamin BI12, 250 sicrograms
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Eoafood recipe, con’td.)

1 tablet Zinc, 50 micrograms

1 {easpoon cod liver oil

2 tablespoons Kekton Tonic K

2 tablespoons sterilized bone meal (for dogs)

Grind the hard-beiled eggs without shell in a vegetable mill or a food
processor. Add the cereal and the pills crushed in a mortar to a very
fine powder, except for the vitawin E, which must be pierced and
squeezed out. Add the remaining ingredients and mix thoroughly. The
food should reseable 3 crumbs, and will dry during the day instead of
spoiling. This is also ay egg food for finches. The food is kept
frozen, and every day the necessary amount is scraped directly into
food containers. 1t will thay nearly ismediately.

Nectar recipe (from Brenda Geesey and Tom Adaas, aodified from Dr. Lindsay
Clack's} :

(o]

tups apple-flavered pellets (Scenic Bird Foods, Marion Ioological, Marion

K§, 6EBE1)
? cups Gatorade (red or orange?

1 cup of white sugar
b teaspoons Vienate (Squibb)
1/3 cup soy protein isoiate

Heat Gatorade, DG NOT BOIL !, pour over pellets and soak until soft and room
teaperature, Spin in food processor or blender with all other ingredients,
Pour into ice cube trays and freeze. Editor's Note: e feed this, at this
consistency, to Hanging Parrots and other birds. To use it in nectar feeders,
for nectar eating birds we thin it vith the following mixture,

{ thawed cube of the mixture abave

4 gunces apricot or pear nectar  (Libby)

1/2 teaspoon Prime (Hagen, Mansfield, N4 02048)

172 teaspoor of the folloving dry mix, vhich Ubaldo created for his hummers.

Ubalde’s nectar recipe

"1 teaspoon pollen (Ubaldo's source is 2 health food store)
. 1 teaspoon vhite sugar
grind together in a mortar
! teaspoon brevers yeats
" may also need to be ground, depending on brand
2 teaspoons soy protein isolate :
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Ubalde's nectar recipe, con'td.

nix very thoroughly, then add
1 172 cup vhite sugar
1/4 teaspoon Kekton S.

This mixture of dry ingredients should be stored in refrigerator or freezer. -
Korsally, to serve it to Hussingbirds, Ubaldo uses ! tablespoon of it to 1/2.
cup of water,

Thanks again for another very inforsative article Ubalde. NFS is fortunate to
have a sember with such a keen mind and generous spirit. Brenda

POSTAL PERNIT ACDOINT #389
BEBINNING BALANCE {RARDH 11, 1991} § 200.I5
DEPOSITS $ 25000
POSTAGE LISED - 13343

RCOILNT BALANCE (MY 28, 1991) £ .70

BILLETIX EXPENGES ACCIUAG

BEGINNING BALANCE (WARCH 11, 1991) $ 206451

DEFOSITS $ 1000.00

EXPENSES
NV/DEC BLLETIN PRINTING - 8B.0¢
NOV/DEC FIRST CLASS MAILINGS - 30.22
JAN/FEB BALLETIN PRINTING - 0.00
JAN/FEB FIRST CLASS MAILINGS 4.8

ACCOINT BALANCE (MAY 28, 1991} $ 2019
ENDING BALANCE {MAY 28, 1991) $ 12684.89

CAsH P 48
{NDEPOSTTED (HECKS 30.0¢
SAVENGS ACCT. 9845. 26
CHECKING ACCT, .
POSTAL PERMIT AXT.  398.70
BALLETIN ACCT. 210191

¥ [2685, 8¢
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CAGE BREEDING GOLD-BREASTED WAXBILLS

by M. Gustafson

In March 1989, I bought a pair of Gold-hreasted Waxbills as much
out of syapathy for the bald female as for the brilliant plusige of the
aale, They were only the secend pair of birds [ cuned. The Gold-breasts
vere initially kept in a small cage vhere the female laid an eccasional egg
but never tried to incubate thea. | fostered the eggs under Isbras where
they hatched at lest twice but the :hicks vere resoved at hatching by the
lebras.

Six months later the Bold-breasts were aoved into a 2F 3" x 3' &" x
4" homespade cage made of 1/2 x 1" velded vire. The Geld-breasts and a pair
gach of Red-eared Waxhills, Diamond Doves, and Butten Quail were all
released into the cage at the same time. Comaon Reed Grass (Phragaites
australis), a coamon weed of stagnant and waste areas, was provided for cover
at the ends of the cage. The individual steas were pulled down through the
roof and then out ene of the short sides. The plants were also provided in
the hopes that the waxbills would need less freguent capture for nail frims.
In the larger cage, the female laid her first ceaplete clutch, She sat during
the day but came out of the nest as it got dark. If a light vas left on all
night, she would stay in the nest. But, she still left the nest at the
slightest noise. The eggs did net hatch.

The female then laid eggs in a nest deveid of any nesting amaterial.
She would lay an egg and try to incubate, but the egg vould break. 1 started
taking the eggs immediately upon laying for fostering attempts, but all were
clear. | left 3 small pad of nesting material to cushion the next egg, but it
was resoved befere the next egg was laid. 1 left for a week's vacation in
July 1990, and returned to find the Gold-breasts incubating in an elaborate
nest of seft grasses and Spanish Mess. The nest was built within a saall
vicker finch nest only Z faet from the flosr of the cage, which sat directly
on the ground. The female had net been seen out of the nest starting midway
through my absence. 1 had not left any interior lights on because an cutdoor
security light provided as much iliumination as a night light in the room. I
vas amazed when the female stayed on the nest vhen the sun vent down my first
evening hose. For the first few days after ay return, the natural light
schedule vas maintained. When the computer near the cage was needed, the
lights were kept or up to two hours without any detectable response by the
birds.

Twelve days after the reported start of incubation, the female
erupted off the nest. ! had cleaned the cage and checked the nest not two
hours sarlier, and ail four eggs were still present. Mow when 1 Jooked, 1
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only sav three eggs. I thought one had been broken until I sav hatf aa
egoshell in the nest and then, an impossibly tiny, dark red chick. The fesala
returned to the nest quickly.

The next aorning 1 vent out to a farm to try and find some ant
pupae, vhich I thought would resmabla tbe Sold-breasts natural diet of
teraita pupae. After an hour in hundred degree heat trying to find some large
ant hills I had been told vere on tha property, 1 found a small, very old
coaposted pile of manure and on the second spadeful hit several hundred large
ant pupan 1/4°-3/8° long. I vent howe, fed as usual (egy food and greens),
and offerad ant pupae in a pie plate on the floor of the cage. 1 fed extra
#ealvoras prior to putting in the ant pupae, but the quail still ate lots of
pupae. All the birds in the flight devoured the pupae, including a wale Ovl
Finch that had been added to the cage.

The Gold-breasts evidently liked them too, as the male ate
incredible amounts and fed the femile on the nest for at least the naxt two
days. Unlimited quantities of ant pupae were fed until day 3, vith ratioened
amounts the next tvo days. As the quantity of ant pupae decreased, more
small, vhole wealvoras (1/2°-3/4") vere supplied. By late day 7, 1 ran out of
ant pupae and could not find any more. After that only mealvorms vere fed.
Eight days after hatching, the begging chicks could be heard in the nest.
Thirteen days after hatch, the female spent her first night out of the nest.

The first chick fledged on day 16 and vas adopted by the Ovl Finch,
even spending its first night in the Ovls' hachelor nest. Two more chicks
fledged the next day, and all three chicks slept in the Owl's nest with the
Ovl and- the female Gold-breast that night. The Gvl Fioch vas frequently seen
preening the young Gold-breasts, and occasionally, feeding a chick. The Oyl
Vas removed from the flight when he started pulling out the fledglings tail
feathers on day 23, '

Day 27 of the first nest, the female 1aid an egg in the Ovls former
nest. The chicks from the first clutch frequently joined the fenale jo the
nest during the day as vell as at night. Fourteen days after the start of
incubation, an egg with a full term chick vas found in the vater dish. The
next day I found one chick 3/4" long and tvo apparently clear eggs in the
nest. The chick vas dead the next day. Ant pupae vere provided for this
atteapt also, but fewer vere found and they vere only available for 2 days.
The male did not feed the female on the nest as he did in the first atteapt.
At this point, a pair each of Firefinches and Ovls were added into the flight
to get the Gold-breasts out of breeding condition and give thew a chance to
molt. The three chicks vere removed from the flight about the time they
finished their postjuvenile molt. At no time did either parent chase the
chicks, All three chicks are males and are about 15T larger than their
parents.

I believe this cage breeding of the Bold-breasted Waxbill is the
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result of ainimal disturbance early in incubation, live food soon after the
chicks hatched, a pair that vas well bonded in a large cage they lelt secure
in, ang a lot of luck. At present, the female is layiag eggs at irregular
intervals, invariably breaking thea vithin a day. 1 am optimistic that the
pair will decide te raise young again.

——

Well, Ms, Bustafson the editor begs te differ....the editor thinks that luck
had a lot less to do uith it than your determination and dedication. The
editor is familiar uith 100 degree heat and the perfume ef "very old
coaposted manure piles” in 100 degree heat. The editor vishes to coaplisent
you on your gusption and to say again that luck had precious little to do
uith your success. Congratulations!

A note about the possibility of purchasing ant pupae, 1 have a 6 year old
catalog {over 1000 pages, sust ueigh & pounds!) froa

Carolina Biolegical Supply Company

2700 York Road

Burlington, NC 27216-9988
1t lists for sale a aultitude of insects in various stages. Among thea are
ant farms, giant ant farms, "refills® for ant faras, ants and replacesent
sand and food, Sounds like it might be possible to have a growing celony of
ants. Their five pages, (in color), of insects available also include
silkvorm eggs, tobacco hornvora larvae, sosquito larvae and the larvae of
Painted Lady butterflies. For more information, call, 1800 334 3531, !
called o inquire about the availability of ant pupae and a nice gentleaan
told ae they had thes "occasionally”. (Perhaps if they sav a market they
vould have thes more regularly.}
Also, fanciers of African finches might vant to consider that nou several
coapanies sell Musca larvae, sosetises referred to as “tiny vigglers®, As an
aviculturist who has nearly all of her birds inside the house 1 find these
unacceptahle as they hatch (rather guickly) into houseflies. Hovever, they
are readily accepted by alwost all finches in the larval and pupal stages.

_____ T et

T0 MEMBERS WRD ARE USING MUSEA LARVAE:

Please write to the editor and tell us your esperiences vith thea, including
hou you control the {lies vhen they hatch. Alse, please contact your
suppliers and ask thes to consider advertising in this Bulletis.

Thanks, the Editor
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43rd National Cage-Bird Exhibition

NOVEMBER 14, 15, 16, 1991

Hystt Ragency Hotel
Dearborn, Michigen 48126
For Ressrvations Call:
NIH0F1204
The Ksliogg Company will aponaor he Division and Best-in Bhow Awards with the beautiful
Ketiogg Trophies and the Scannel Memorisl.

The Mid-West Cage-Birtd Club will host this year's event.

The gnnual membarship mesting wil ba held on Saturday akemaoon folowed by the Awards
Prasentation Banquet at 8:00 p.m.

Membars of the Board of Directors for the National Exiibition will all be on hand to sssist with
the check-in on Thursday evening and with the checie-out following the banquet on Saturday
night.

Judgas selectad lor the show are:

Borders Bert Raid (Scotland)
Type Canariae Clarance King (TX)
Gioeters Hamry Mamiott (England)
Harz Margle McGes (CA)
Old Varioty Carnaies .............. yenenene- GlOVEDN| Bortoncelo ([taly)
Amarican Singsra Joyoe Yuhaa (NJ}
Lypochroms Roberto Font (FL.)
Malanin RAobart Van Dop (Belgium}
Parrots Conead Meinart (IN}
Finches/Softbills Earl Courts (MO} -
Busgengen e an Adarma
(I}
Cockatiels -Linda Rubin (CA}

Call the Hyatt for room reservations. Doubles are $28.00 per night.

lmmmmcnmmwammummmmnmwwwwsp
8675 or Myron Makarewicz at 313-687-3082.
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GUIDE TD_ORDERING 1931 NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY CLOSED LEG BANDS

Thanks to the vork done by the Baad Size Comeittee ve are able to offsr an
expanded list of suggested sizes for more species of finches aad softbills.
We're hoping to.get more updates from societies overseas in 1991. We also

velcome mesbers suggestions for the list.

" SIZE 0 FIT LEGS OF:

A Saall Waxbills, Ovis, Stravberry, Orange-cheeks, Red-ears, Gold-
breasted, Buail Finch.

B Cordon Bleu, Black-cheeked Waxbills, Fire, Cuban Melodious, 0live,
Lavenders, Rufous-backed Mannikin and others. -

c Blue Caps, Green Singers, Silverbills, Stars, Shafttails, Cherry,
Red-headed Parrot, Painted, Heck's, Pileated, Grey Singers,
Pytilias, Bronze-ving and Black and White Mannikin.

) Iebras, Gauldians,xPictarellas, Yellov-ruaps, Chestnut-breasted,
Blue-faced Parrot, Pintail Nonpareil, most other Parrot finches,
sost saaller Mannikins and most Tvin Spots.

E Society, Spice, Siskins, Golden Song Sparrows, Diasend Sparrows,
Nuns, Peter’s Tvin Spots and Black Crested Finches,

G Wagpie Mamnikins, and other large Mannikins, European Goldfinch and
saall Tanagers.

J Pekin Robin, Silver-eared Mesias and other saall softbills,
K Java Rice, Shama Thrush, Saffron and Red-crested Cardiaal.
L Dizaond Doves, other small doves, Quail and other softbills.
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NFS BAND : MALL TO: DENISE CAPAIIL

ORDER FORM 9 EAGLE RIDGE DRIVE
B ' GALES FERRY CT 08335
1991 _ Phone {(203) 464 6%l

WS offers, to members only, closed traceable alusinua bands. Availabla ouly
in the WS color of the year. Engraved vith tha initials "NF5%, siza code,
year and nusber. Mo chaice of numbers. All orders recorded for peraanent
reference. Bands aay be ordered in strings of ten, all same size, at a cost
of $2.23 per string, no shipping charge. Articipata your needs to avoid
frequent re-orders. Orders will be skipped vithin 30 days of receipt.

MITE: fue to increasing losses in shipaent, please include .75 lor postal
insurance on orders up to $50 and $1.50 for orders over $50 up to $108. 1f
yon choose not to include this sua NFS will not be responsible for

replacesent ol bands lost in shipaent.

SIIE # DF STRENGS SIZE # OF STRINGS
A e 6 .
B o I
c e K
I e L e
E e ' See expanded list of sizes

recoasended for particular species
on previous page.

total amount enclosed __________ .
NME ___ ' _ .. NENBERSHIP & ________
STREET
ey
STATE e - PHONE

THANK YO FOR SUPPDRTING THE NATIOMAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY.
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NEWS & NOTES

previous years and-told all the clubs that it vould be inflexible snd that
they NUST re-afiiliate by June 30, 1991. So far this seess to be vorking
vell. Several clubs that have held spring shows have already received and
avarded their plaques and rosettes and the fall orders are nov being
“coapiled, Chris says she's ready for the many winy trips to the post office.
' Miki Sparzak, our Advertising Director, vould like you to send a
note to her at 517 O1d Morth Point Road, Baltimore, MD 21224 if you have
ideas about hov she could reach wore potential advertisers. Ferhaps a list of
the folks you buy fros! : .
Martha Wigeore is vorking on re-typing and folloving Jon Hoffaan's
advice on editing the Handbook. She has paused, temporarily, to focus on
naking a comprehensive, coherent and consistent set of currently approved
standards which she hopes to have in the hands of the Panel Judges by
Septeaber. This is in ansver to requests froa Judges that these standards be
nate available in this format before the fall shov season, The rest of the
Publishing Committee's report consists of ae tetling all of you that 1%s
doing the best that 1 can trying to catch up on the Bulletin issues. 1f you
can help and are confortable with WordStar and/or any other word processing
program that can produce ASCIT files that 1 can tramslate to WordStar...
PLEASE WRITE OR CALL'
NFS presently has no Prosotions Director. We need a volunteer here!
A person who is acquainted vith retail/vholesale suppliers of t-shirts, pins,
sugs, etc. and vho can find the best deals at the best prices and can handle
the negotiations to get good merchandise at goot prices. ls that you? Would
you like to help the Society vith this? Write or call for more inforsation.
~ . Jon Hoffaan, vho. 15 the Education Cossittep, (and probably vould
like sose volunteers to assist) is assesbling slides from various sources to
prepare the first official MFS educational video or slide progras, The Board
had a discussion about vhich forwat it should be, but did not reach a
decision, Bill Parlee sade the point that i we use slides they are shown in
a such larger size, on a screen or a vall and can be seen.by sore people and
shov greater detail. A video would coabine in one piece of softvare the
visual and audio portion but vould be more expensive to produce, Also, a
video is shovn in a sealler forsat and the equipsent is more difficult to
sove and to obtain, Jon has done the resesrch and sade the contacts and
volunteered his tise to do a video but now 1 2 leaning tovard the slide
format because the pictures are bigger and the equipment to show it is easier
to carry around, We need a_quick response from sesbers who have strong
ppinions and fros the Board mesbers especially, Call or write to Jon and et
hin know your opinion. Also, if you have a good library of slides he is
looking for some specific species to include in an introduction to finches
and softhills progras. (Address on judges page.)
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NEWS & NOTES

A Noainating Committee vas formed vith Bill Parlee chairing the
cosaittee and Cecil Gunby and Stephen Hoppin assisting. The first order of
buslness vill be to contact all Incumbents to sea if they vant to he
noainated again and thea they will be asking for nominations from the
sesbership for elected positions. Those are: President, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Vice-Presideat, Recording ard Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and the &
Regional Vice Presidents. NON 15 YDUR CHAMCE!! You can noainate yourself,
your best frisod or your tougbest cospetitor...if you need information on the
"job descriptions” write or call a seaber of the committee, (addresses on
judges page) and ask thea for the information.

Roger B'Connell’s Region 1 Regional Show and Héeting
Nassachusetts Cage Bird Assqciation; Kim Rendig, Delegate, (508) 340 2248
Dctober 19, 1991 HMansfield, MA Panel Judge: Roddy Gabel

Stephen Hoppin's Region 2 Regional Show and Neeting

Aviary and Cage Bird Society of South Florida; Len Brover, Delegate (303)
931 346D, August 24, 1991 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Panel Judge: Dr, Al
Decoteau

Toa Rood’s Region 3 Regional Show and Neeting

Motor Lity Bird Breeders;  Patrick Vance, Delegate (313) 443 0643
October 26 & 27, 1991 Detroit N1 Panel Judge: HNilliam Parjee

Gene Niller’s Region 4 Regional Show and Meeting
Nest Nings of Houston; Dan Easter, Delegate (713) 855 716l
Septesber 21, 1991 - Houston, TX . Panel Judge: . Ray Johnson

Nartha Nigmore's Reglon ] R!qxoaal Show and Meeting

Colorado Cage Bird Association; Martha Nigmore, Delegate (719)- 574 !594
Betober 19, 1991 Colorade Springs, €8 Panel Jndqe. Nartha Nigeore

Addltlo«al nevs from the Regional V. P.? Srerennees

Stephen Hoppin is looking forvard to the entry at his regional shov
being a B16 one. He says he's really pleased that the show manager, and NFS
delegate, Len Brower, has bouked a rooa for the regional seeting. Stephea
says be's prepared with lots of meabership applications.

Toa Rood has donated a beautiful plaque withb figurines to be avarded
at the 1991 National Show to the Best Nevice Bird in the Finch and Softbill
Division. Please pass the vord to any newcomser or to any finch fancier who
has never exhibited birds before! He has donated rosettes to all the clubs in
his region to be avarded in the NFS division, however the club chooses. Also
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NENS & NOTES

Toa says he has an even sore incredible collection of exchange avards froa
overseas clubs that he'il be bringing to the Mational this year, including
rosettes, sedals, plagues and diplesas fres clubs in Eagland, Scotland,
dustralia, etc., He is busy (and keeping this a BIG BECREY) rounding up “one-
gf-a-kind" itews for another auction, like the onz thal vas so such fen and
so profitable last year, He's writing letters nov asking for denations to
start a fand for a significant avard, on an annual basis, for the best Bred
and Banded by Exhibitor bird at the Mational each year. If you'd like to
contribute, mail to 313 M. Broadway, Sheibyviile, W 62565, Thanks,

Bartha Nigsore's fabujous display beoards were “unveiled" with such
drama at the June Board Meeting, Russ waited till just before adjournaent to
1et the saspense build and then 1ifled the covers, WON '1! EVEN BETTER than
the pictures! Eack is about 2 1/7 feet tall and about 1 1/2 fest wide. Al}
four are full of information highlighted by celorful pictures and are wounted
tastefully in handsose frases, They cose in their own very special shipping
crates, Breat job Martha...and please convey our thanks to your hushand Kark
and te Annz Sinclair and ker hushand Bill for their skilled assistance, The
boards wi}l sake their first public appearance in San Diego, then, on to
Floridz for Stephen's Ragional shov and the Kaytee Great Aserican Bird Show,
Next planned stop is the National in Wichigan in Movesher.,...don’t aiss
thea!!

As the last order of business at this meeting | said that | thought
the Board nzeded to consider making the posibion of Editor a paid position,
#s ve all are avare, time is soney and to buy tiae o do a job that takes as
auch tise as the Bulletin costs money, Alsost every other national socisty
has a paid editor for this very reason. Bill Parlee asked what figure I had
in aind, | said that in ay case $200 per issue wvould pay for a person whe can
kandle sy fleck and the vild birds that [ rehabilitate equally well for an
eight hour day pach veek. That vould give se one full day sach veek to do
nothing but take care of WFS business, incleding the Balletin, Bill, (vhe is
the only other person in this Society who has “hands on sxperience” doing
this job} agreed ihat it vas a good idea and made a molion that “the Bullstin
Editor be paid $200 per issue for sach issue that is sailed by the last day
of the publication date.” (For exasple; the May/June issue would have te be
in the mail by June 30 for the editor to be paid for that issue.) The tea
seabers present voted unanimousiy YES. Frankly, I was a little serprised and
quite pleased, 1% will sake a vorld of difference when I get caught up to
kave soaeons here for B hours once a week, Thanks...l really appreciate it!

Neeting adjourned.
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HEASRER'S REPORT

BESINVING BALAKE 9N 11, 1991) $ g%
3
MENBERSHIP DUES
1790 RENEWALS £ 0.0
1991 DES 2.5
1991 FENEWALS 807,50
1991 BAND DRDERS 1649, 50
1991 CLUB AFFILIATIONS 770,00
1991 JUDGES FEE 30,00
BAD CFECK BB
RALETIN ADVERTISONENTS %.00
SLLETIN CLABSIFIEDS 51,45
ALETIN BACX 1SSUES 0.0
PROMTIONG. PREBICTS {T-GHIATS} 33,00
PRONDTIONL PROKCTS (PING) 91,00
PRONDTIONL PREDLCTS (MBS) 12,00
PROMDTIONA. PRODLCTS INATER BOTILES) 12,00
SN CAGE PLANS 8.00
DINATION 500
SWINGS ACCOINT INTEREST 8,49
TOTL INCONE $ 2.
EXPENGES
HOESHIP SERVICES § 0.5
HENGERGHIP SERVICES PRINTING 17.82
FINGH SHOP PUSTAGE 16.75
SHON CAGE PLANG PRINTING 2.8
FULL PAGE AD NATIONAL CATALDE 7.0
DISPLAY BOARIS 106,30
1991 CLUB AFFILIATIONS AWARDS 77,00
PISTAGE 835
RESIONAL VP EXPENGES 5.75
LITHOGRIPH - DISPLAY FRAE R
1991 BANDS - PISTAGE 304
8D CHELX BX
POSTAL PERNIT DEPOSITS 250,00
RALETIN EXPENGES DEPOSIT 1000,00
PRINTING 803
NUE BADGES 5,00
TOTAL EXPENSES - % 1980
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Finch Breeders Handb_ook

The Queensland Finch Society inc. has
published two magnificent colour handbooks
on the keeping and breeding of Australian and
Foreign Finches.

These handbooks have been entirely wntten
published and printed in Australia and sought _
by Aviculturists all over the World. -

The handbooks are unique being one of the
first Australian produced documents on

the keeping and breeding of Australlan and
Foreign Finches.

They are available from the Queensland Finch
Society Inc. by sendlng appropnate monies to
the Saies Steward. o

Finch Breeders Har'idbook'- - Volume |,
The Australians . = = $20 + $3 P&H

Finch Breeders Handbook - Volume I,
The Foreigns $30 + $5 P&H
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Subscride 2 FINCH NEWS

The prestigious Aussie colour monthly magazir)e with everything
you wanted to know about Australian and Foreign Finches.

Arnnual Subscription nates:
Australla - $20.00

Overseas (Surface) - AUD $24.00
- Overseas (Airmail) - AUD $35.00

tayable ts: The Membership Registrar,
- THE QUEENSLAND

FINCH SOCIETY,
P.O. Box 303,
Woolloongabba,

Queensland, Aust. 4102

Other services to members include items availabte from the
Sales Steward and reductions on society publications.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

=x= - -

------ ————

FIHCHES. M1 kinds. Domestic and imported. Will ship. Semd SASE, A-1 Aviary,
5303 Axion Avemue, Orlando, FL 32809 (407) 352 1393 if

MISTRALIAN FINCHES: All domestically bred. Most closed banded. Ovls, Red
Headed Parrots, Shafttails, Stars, Gouldians. Also Cordon 8leus. Evic Nilk,
3203 Enisgrove Orive East, Pals Harbor, FL 34683 (813) 787 2185 ja

GOULOIANS: Parent raised in outdoor aviaries. Mormals and sutations. Also
sose hand-fed and tame. Joleen Chrestensen (305) 583 5654, 50

NF5 SHOW CAGES: #l-assembled, unpainted $20/painted $30; ¥2 - $25/35;

13 - $35/%47. Cages are top quality birdh plyvood. Exteriors are gloss black,
interiors your choice of vhite, beige or light blue. Special cages for Jarger
softbills also available. Reasonable UPS shipping. Call or write: Marlene
Ayres, 836 1/2 NcClane Farm Road, Nashington PA 15302 (412) 746 1386 aj

NANTED: Hen Snowy-crowned Chat (Thaanolaea coromatal. Buy or trade for male,
Gibson, 7036 N.E. Wygant, Portland, OR 97218 aj

FOR SALE: Red Bill Hornbills, $125 each. Bali Mynahs, $200 each; 55, $250,
Persit required. Male Turquoise Tanager, $ 73. Domestic Persa Touracos,

$200 each. Parent raised: Peters Twinspot, $100 each. Green Stravherries,
$125 pair. Normal Gouldians, $40; Nhite-breasted, $60 each; Splits, $50
each. WANTED: Female Emerald Toucanette. Jeff Puryear (804) 589 1103, aj

E6G SHELLS, dried egy yolk, soy protein concentrate, lettuce seeds,
nutritional yeast, spirulina, etc. plus informative nutritional charts,
recipe ideas and catalog FREE or with egg shell sample, $1.00. AviBio,

Box 1135, Annandale, YA 22003 (703) 256 2273, 8j

BIRDS AND SUPPLIES: Affordable seed, cages and supplies. Small breeder/owner
of Canaries, Finches, Parakeets, Cockatiels, Lovebirds and Conures. 1f ve
don’t supply it, ve can get it' Call or send a SASE to: Trailside Aviaries
and All Pet Supplies, P. 0. 8ox 383-NFS, Springfield, VA 22150--3§93.
Karen (703) 922 1763. if

FOR SALE: Gouldians and Shafttails, norsals and sutations. Also, Rufous-
backed Nannikins. All closed-banded. Roddy 8abel, (301} 3FHJ 9647. 50
Editors Note: Roddy got the AFA's First Breeding Avard for the Rufous-backed
Hannikin..here is YOUR opportunity to own some of the first domestically
raised of this species!!
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~ GOULDIAN VARIETIES: Help me (nearly'} sell owt of sy collectiov. Aftar 20
years, 1 need a break! 1 vant to hold on to a few, but cut back radically, to
hobby levels. I can sell about 20 pairs of proves breeders (sose approaching
three years old) plus three dozen or sore young approacbing breeding aga, or
virtually avery sutation availabla: vhite-breasteds in grees, dlue, yellow
and silver (near-uhita) body varieties, plus purpla breasted bluas, yellows
and silvers and vhite-breasteds and yellovs and vhite-breasted yellows split
to blua. 1'a offering these at legitisate "going-out-of-business® prices.

(Also have cages and flights to sell, if yov can pick up). Yerry Dunhaa,
Avian Genetics Co, 813 527 0252, Please call only 8-10 p.a. E.S.T.

—— . e e e e e e e e

FINCHSAVE CLASSIFIED ADS

NEEDED: Wew blood for Cherry Finches. Could use two extra hens. Jose
Aleaan, A-1 Aviary, 5503 Axion Ave., Orlando, FL 32809 (407) 352-1593

NEEDED: White Eyes (Iosterops) and Svee {Dufresne’s) Naxbills for FINCHSAVE
breeding program. Jodie Davis, 7721 James Madison Hwy., Gainesville, VA
22085, {703) 754 9643,

WANTED: Grey Singing Finches for breeding progras. Young preferred.
D. Cabral, (508) 586 3293,

NANTED: Blue-grey Tanager, (Thraupis episcopus). I need a hep and vant
another pair. Must be sexed or proven, 8renda Geesey, (717) 854 2404,

BAND SECRETARY IS MOVING '1'!'
NEW _ADDRESS FOR:

Denise Capazzi, NFS Band Secretary
9 Eagle Ridge Drive

Gales Ferry cCT 06335

New FPhone: (203) 464 6961.

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF THIS ‘!
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BENEFITS OF JOINING
THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SDCIETY

The National Finch and Softhill Society is dedicated to the preservation of
all finch and softbill species.

1. ‘ODur bi-sonthly Bulletin connects you vith other finch and softbill
keepers -around the country. It includes articles on diet, breeding,
sanagesent and the experiences of other aviculturists. NFS keeps you abreast
of the news on legislation. '

2, NFS has a prograu named "FINCHSAVE'. The goal is to establish and
saintain all finch and softhill species in American aviculture, All ueabers
are encouraged to enhance the propagation of finches and softhills.

3. NFS maintains an annual census that can connect you vith other
breeders for the purpose of exchanging information or breeding stock.

4, NFS offers, to ueabers, closed, traceatile, leg hands.

5, MNFS has an affiliation prograu. Your cluh can affiliate and receive
plaques and rosettes as show awards, Non-show clehs can affiliate -and receive
service avards for aeubers. Speakers are available, with slide prograus that
feature finches and softbills,

6. Eazch year NFS holds a National show. All meabers are encouraged to attend
and participate. An lnternational Patronage Exchange brings avards froa
foreign countries.

7. NFS has a Judges Panel, composed of individuals who have coapieted the
apprenticeship progras, All judge by the NFS Standard of Judging, are
approved by the Board of Directors and are available to local clubs.

B. NFS has established exhibition standards for; Cordon Bleu Waxbills,
Gouldians, Green Singing Finches, Java Rice Birds, Shafttails, Society
Finches and Iebra Finch Standards. Lavenders, Star Finches, Fire Finchrs,
Diamond Sparrows and Pekin Robin Standards are nov “in the vorks®,

9,  NFS sponsors a "Championship Exhibitor® avard progras and a
"*Chaupionship Bird® progras. Both revard high achievesents on the show bench.

11. °*Finchshop®, the sales division, offers various itess for sale to
aeabers, The profits are used to support the Society's other prograss.

JOIN NITH US . . .SEND EN YOUR APPLICATION . . TODAY '
4%
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w
THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NANE
ADDRESS

ey STATE up

PHONE NUMBER NEW NBSHP ____ RENEWAL ____

CHECK DNE: Single-$13.___ Dual-$20.___ Junior-$7.50___ (Under 16 yrs.)

Please list second nase for dual mesbership,

Canadian and foreign subscriptions are mailed first class.
Please send US funds. Camadian, add $5.00, foreign, add $10.90,

Please give us sose more information about you !

[Species of finches and softbills you are interested in:

[Please check the topics that are sost interesting to you in the Bulletin:

nutrition breeding _____sanagesent exhibition

conservation classified ads WFS nevs b notes

MAIL TD: RUSSELL ARMITAGE, JR.
345 Boston Road
Middletown, CT 06457

c/o NFS Membership Services
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NEW HAGEN BIRD PRODUCT — A State-ol-the-art nutritional bird suppiement

CONCENTRATED FULL SPECTRUM VITAMIN, MINERAL
AND LIMITING AMINO ACID SUPPLEMENT

— Uitra fina highiy paiatabie powdar doea not cake ovar time

~ Penatrates sott toods tor accurata dosage administration

— Contains 14 vitamina and 9 minerals missing in moat dieta

— Extra vitamin C and E tor increased breeding and aa antioxidanta

- Caicium giuconata carrier adds required calcium daticient In most aupplements

— Exotl¢ frult flavoring without added sugar which ¢an promote pathogenic organisms
— Lysina and Methionine amino acids Improve diet protein quaiity

— Unique combination ot enzymea and acidifiers to improve digestion

— Micro-encapsulated Beneticiai Bacteria (Probiotics) keep birds in top condition

- Signlficantly improves the growth ot handteeding babies

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR
LOCAL PET DEALER

Years of formulation and field testing have resulted in
the most advanced avian supplement. Prime has
excelied above all other supplements in providing afl
species of companion birds with their required
nutrients. Prime is not a dumping ground for every
nutrient known to man, however, Ingredients were
selected strictly on the basis of need. This rasults in
higher ievels ofthose nutrients truly needed by birds.
For most accurata dosage administration, we rec-
ommend Prime be sprinkled aver your bird's favorite
fruits and vegetables.

THE BEST WAY
TO ENSURE TOTAL
NUTRITION FORALL
CAGE BIRDS

CISTREUTEDEY DISTRIBUE PAR'
USA AOLF C HAGEN (U § A0 CORP._ Mansfiak!, M, 02048
CAMADA: ROLF £ HAGEN INC . Motrdar, Due. HAR 1E8
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AVit rono Delivers Elght

Essentiel VitemIns In The Bird's Water.

These can be critical. Because birds use
vitamins rapidly and can't always rely on
seed to supply their needs,

Important B Complex vitamins. tor exam-
ple. are tound in seed hulls. Unfortunately.
the hulls usually eng up on the bottom of the
cage .. along with the B Complex vitamins. A
lack ot B vitamins may result in nervous and
digestive disorders. curly toe paralysis and
wWeakness,

Some seed mixes. on the other hand. are
just vitamin poor. They lack quality and
proper seed variety. And even the very best
can Jose thair potency during storage.

AVITRON helps maks up for this by helping_

to prevent problems such as impaired
vision. poor mustle development. unhealthy
skin, soft eggshells. rickets and excessive
bleeding due to

DRINK T0 COMPLETE
UITRIMIN & MINERAL HTAKE

AVil'ﬂin@ Supplles Six

Egsentiel Minerals In Water Soluble Form.

That makes AVIMIN more ettective and
convenient than most other mineral supple-
ments such as cutilebone. blocks and pow-
ders because the bird gets a balanced variety
ot minerals every time it drinks.

AVIMIN helps promote strong bones, sturdy
eggshells. healthy skin. balanced bedy fluid
and muscle tone. And aids in reducing the
possibility ot anemia. rickets. goiters and
slipped tendons due to mineral deficiency.

So fill your bird’s cup with
water, AVITRON and

AVIMIN. And let it drink to
good health.

vitamin shortages.

Lambent Kaye

CHANBURY, NEW JERSEY 08512-0187
L



FINCHSHOP

To purchase, fill out the form, check the itess vanted, total the asount and
send a check made out to NFS in the exact amount to:
FINCHSHOP, c/o Jerry McCavley, 400 Charles St., Luzerne, PA 18709,
I you nend sore information, call (717} 288 0529,

NEW ITEMS
__NFS PLASTIC NATER BOTTLE  $ 6.00  __NFS NANE BADGE $ 5.0
Nith an extension tube. Holds 18 oz Print nase at bottos of form.
To fill show cage vater dishes or Meabers only.

for you on that next msarathon run.
__BULLETIN BACK ISSUES each $ 2.50

__NFS SECOND OFFICIAL PIN.  § £.00 Any six issues $12.00
NFS Logo and Red-headed Gouldian See January/February issue
Nale, six colors, gold edge. for index of articles,
1985 all 6 issues availabla.
__199G T-shirts. $ 15.00 1986 all 6 issues available,
A vhite Shafttail, *National Finch 1987 all 6 issues available.
and Softbili Society" in blue. 1988 all 5 issues available.
10" vide logo, 1001 cotton shirt. 1989 all & issues available.
Sizes, N, L, JL and a few XL, 1990  all 6 issues availabla.
---- Include months and year on order.
__ERLC PEAKE LITHDERAPH $ 50,00  __NFS DFFICIAL NUE $ 6.00
*The Diasond Sparrov*, signed and HFS Logo L Java Sparrov

nustered by the artist.
__NFS FIRST OFFICIAL PIN $ 3,00

SHOW CAGE SLUEPRINTS NFS Logo & Jebra Finch
__¥ Cage (Finches up to and
including Zebras) § 4,00  __NFS HANDEOOK SOLD ouT
__#2 Cage {Finches larger than Editing is complete and typing is
lebras) $ 4,00 progressing on the nev version.
__#3 Cage (Softbills) $ 4,00 Ne're sorry for the delay. If you
can help, call Nartha Nigmors.
__All three cage plans $ 10.00
__ NFS ARACARI T-SHIRT $12.00
__ssall __sedius __large _ x-large
Nase NFS Mbshp, No._________
Address
ity State ip Phone
. F b CIBDO P : ¥




Forti-Dief:
Better Nutrition From
- KAYTEE.

Kaytee's Forti- Instead of merely Kaytee nutritional There's o worry reqnired 1o give
Dietw is significantly | “fortifying™ like the | experts. Nutrients about one being birds the right
different. Signifi- others. essential are carefully mes- deficient. Or one combination of
cantly better, The nntrents are added snred and balanced being overpowering, | nntrients they need.
Kayree method of 1o Forti-Diet aczord- | to interact a1 the “The most important | Because our added
fortifying a plain ng 10 @ peocise optimum level benefit is the elimi- | nmirents are com-
seed diet is clearly scientific formula promoting better nation of the guess- | hined in an ideally
recognized by developed by health and growth, work normally sized nugget form.
!c_adirlg;v{ixn author- — 7 hirds consnme it
Ie‘flfcasc:isve mg'm‘ L= | mnch more readily.
cffieicnt | r Matter of fact.
of fortification. LESTS prove
There’s birds find the
absolntely no ! Forti-Ihct
finer fortified Golden Granule
seeql diet ; Nuggets up 0
available i 3 times more
anywhere, S appealing.
y Kaytee Fort-
And thacsju: tre : Dict i now
gINNIng. .. - d 2 gvailable in
- E el .g several
A i P i umven;;em
- i v Eo sizes. Ask
RS For it today.
%M:u}xclusive ’ " R P b
ortified A L5, o p
Golden Z Gl s 2
Granule ' % >
Nuggers are Ll 5 )
now packed -2 i -
with t:ﬁ:_ ; v d i For more
THITE VIH d ? i information
mm 4 N COTLIcT YOALT
"0 1900 Kaytew Procuchs, e 115




