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Presidents' Message:
This sonths’ NFS Nevs & Notes page 11sts the 1990 CHANPIOMSHIP

EIHIBITORS and EXHIBITORS OF EXCELLENCE. These sesbers deserve our
congratvlations for a job vell done. (Except, of course, for that Geesey
wosan vho can't sees to get her act together!!!) Not only do these folks
exhibit top-notch fimches and softbills, they promote NFS vherever they go
and Lhey sake friends for NFS and finches and 50ftbills, Thamks and best
vishes for samy eore top-vinning seasons.

1 also vant to give “Honorahle Mention® to Tina k Marvia Yoder vhe
dissed the Exhibitor Excellence Avard last year by one point. (See, 1 told
you mot to miss the NEFF Show!) and te Wanda & Bob McCormick who had 49
points and missed the Championship Exhibitor avard by one point. They shoved
sose excellent birds against tough competition and did very well,
Congratelations to all of you, thanks, and we'll see you in 199] !
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Jon Hoffman, our Second Yice President, and well-known BIRD TALK colusnist,
has volunteered to help you! In a letter to me Jon wrote, "since some people
are shy about writing and aren’t coafortable about their ability to write,
perhaps they could subeit the outline or sketch of what they want to say, and
then I can put it into ad edited-fors of article for thea, The procedure
sight be thai a breeder sends me the information or calls me to discuss what
they vant to say. 1 then write it op and it goes back to the breeder for
approval. The breeder makes notes of any clarifications or requests for
thanges and sends it back to me. 1 put it into a final form and send it to
the bulletin editor for publication."

This is a very generous offer and I hope many members who have hesitated to
write for the bulletin will be contacting you scon Jon' Thanks.  The Editor.
Send your ideas to Jon at:

1226 5. 6th Street

Louisville, KY 40203
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WILLIAN 6. PARLEE GEORGE WARREN PAUL 5. VILLIARS

P. 0. Box 1BGO7 28 Chedvorth Crescent 703 Donegal Brive
E. Hartford, CT 06113 Paulsgrove, Papillion, NE 68046
(203) 528-1438 Portsaouth, Eagland (4022 339-8772

POG 4ET
BARTY VON RAESFELD NOTE: For more
1135 Chapman §t. MARTHA U{GNORE inforsation on the
San Jose, CA 95126 3010 Wezel Circle Judges® Panel, contact
{408) 985-2712 Colo. Springs, CO 80916  Dr. Decoteau at the

(713) SM-159 address above.
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T0 ALL CLUBS WHOD WILL BE COMTACTING AN NFS PANEL JUDGE:

PLEASE...Be sure that you are using this current list. It is up to date.
Sosetimes addresses, phone nusbers, etc. change and ail other lists are now
Invalid. Thank you for your attention to this. Br. Al Decoteas.

P H =

WELL, HERE WE ARE JUST BEGINNING 1991..
and already Tom Rood is busy working on our next Internationzl Exchange
Prograa. 1 have a latter from his saying that he has corresponded vith
several of the clubs that we exchanged with in past years and they are
pleased to be doing it again. Pleae help in this by sending °reconditionable®
{Jon Hoffean won't like that word | made up') trophies to Toa ats

313 N. Broaduay

Shelbyviile, IL 62563
(217 774 5265

E e S e =E=-=xx

Please reseaber that your "repeval date® is on your address label. Check it
and please keep your sesbership and your correct address up to date, It'l}
save tine and eoney if Russ doesa't have to sead reminders to you.

REMEWALS AND ADDRESS CHANGES SHOULD BE SENT TO:

NFS Neshership Services
Russell Araitage, JR.
345 Boston Road
Middletown, €T 0457

IR LRI TSSO ECSEISESSIOSISESSIZSEIZSX -
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Pure, natural, and cleaned...
finest cuttlebone avallable.
smallé™” -7 « medium 7 -10" « umbo 107 - 13 » mixedsizas

CUTTLEBONE-PLU.

5 Ibs. at $3.90 per Ib. = $19.50
10 Ibs. at $3.00 per Ib. = $30.00

Al orders prepaidt and shipped freight collectom s e

FEATURING GUICQ-; g e

LORY AND SOFTBILL DIETS

a 21bs. § 6.50 H 21bs. $17.
Lory Life sios 31625 Loty Life Nectar3 s 227,95
OTHER SPECIAL NECTAVORE DIETS AVAILABLE
With the addition of fresh fruits these are complete diets.

(2 1 3) 776-6486 Dealer and bresder

prices avallable.
Dick Schroeder: breeder of softbills, rare lories. and pet parmots
Cuttlebone Plus » 644 S. Isls Ave. .  Inglewood, CA 90304

. “___ 4 — “"-_ -t

TOD ALL FINCHSAVE PARTICIFPANTS

Al of the statistics and correspondence are now {finally} transferred froa
the previous director to Jeff Brissette. The 1389 year-end report that the
previous director did not do will be handled by Jeff. PLEAE HELP JEFF make
this program vork the vay it vas intended to work! Please write to, (please
don't call}, Jeff today and update your status. It doesn’t need to be a fancy
or lengthy report, just get in touch so he knows you're still there. Thanks.

Jeif Brissette, 34 Liberty Street, Manchester, CT 06040




Feprinted with the permission of the
THE ZEBRA FINCH SOCIETY
(aof England?

OVERSEAS SECTION
By Brian & Margaret Binns

Following our iast notes the Soclety now has a supply of specisl rogettes
for overseas members' shows. If any Zebra Finch specialist club anywhere in
the World would like to exchange rosettes with us we would be very pleased
to recelve their requests. Ve have already sent resettes to South Africa and
the U.5.A,

The Society now hes an agent in the U.S.A. where our members can pay their
svbscriptions in U.S. Pallars. (See belgw)

4 letter from our Panel Judge in the U.S.A. Dr Val Clear thanking the Soclety
for this new service as it will save them maney. He also tells us that he
has the best birds in the U.S.A., but the only problem he says is finding a
Judge who agrees with him. (Nice nne Val},

If anyone has any notes or articles on Zebra Finches in their part of the
Vorld we would be pleased to print them in forthcoming Fewsletters.

Margaret and I will be fn Califgrala in October/¥ovember this year, mnd we
would be more than pleased to wvisit with ¥yau at San Diegg bird show at Del
Mar on Znd Kovember. Hope to ses you there.

CORRESPONDENCE vith officials of the Society is very welcome and appreciated,
but do pleass enciose 2 staeped sdresess envelope it you wieh to have & reply. Thank you,

NDTES FOR AMFRICAN MEMBERS

You can find Margaret and Brian's address on the Panel Judges list in this

issue. Brian vas nominated to judge this year's National Cage Bird Show but
because of errors and tardiness in correspondence directed to him he vas not
selected. We apologize although it vas not our fault and we hope to have him
Jjudge scme year soon,

American sesbers can nov pay their subs (mesbership dues) to:
Bill Novickas
10724 Pala Avenue
Bakersfield, £A& 93312 Phene (805) 35B9 20BI

Due January lst, each year. % 20 + § 5 (to offset banking charges) = $ 25,
Make all checks payable to Bill Novickas. All nevsletters are sent airmail.

All nev members receive a "Beginners packet® which is just full of
inforaation and helpful tips.




IF THE BAND DOESN'T FIT...

by Kris Kroner

4s reported in the NFS general meeting in 1990, the sale of leg
bands has reached a new high. 1, for one, am very pleased vith this
developsent. Banding young offers many benefits, particularly in 2 breeding
progras.

The list of band sizes for the recommended bird species has been
expanded, but many species are not represented as yet. As sore of us band
unlisted species and share this information, the list can be expanded
further. But for now, vhat if you are breeding a species not listed that
doesn’t quite fit in any of the categories? 1 encountered this dilemsa early
last year when my Blue Billed Mannikins hatched their chicks. The list, at
that time, said "seall mannikins" wear a D band, "Small® vas not defined, but
the other species listed for a D all had bigger legs than my Blue Billed.

1 then asked the opinion of Rick Szlachta, a local finch breeder
vho routinely bands ail of his chicks. His suggestion was both a logical and
a neat idea that 1'd :ike to share with others facing the same situation.
Band each leg vith a different size. For example, band a C on the left leg
and a D on the right. When the bird gets older, cut off the "wrong” one,
vhether it be too larga or too small. Obviously, you have to own and be
cosfortable using a leg band cutter, but that is the only requiresent.

1 have found this idea extremely helpful and have used it during
the past year vith various species mot listed. 1 find that the larger size
pany times falls off without incident after the chicks fledge.  Also,
sometimes 1 band vith the smaller band first and then put the larger band on
the opposite leg a couple days later. 1 also routinely keep the double-
banded chicks to observe the leg size development. That wvay 1 can be sure,
in the long run, that the smaller band doesn't get too tight. Due to this
small research project, 1 now feel comfortable banding my Blue Billed chicks
vith a C band.

Please try this vith th2 birds you band. Also, remember the
importance of netvorking vith other finch fanciers. As an organization, 1
believe the National Finch and Softbill Society is the friendliest, with its
seabers most villing to share ideas and tips with others. For the birds’
sake, take advantage of this. Good luck with your flock!

Kris is nov vorking into the twilight each night building her own outside
flight. As scon as she catches up on her sleep I hope we get an article on
the trials and tribulations of carpentry for the birds. The Editor.
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GREAT

AMERICAN

BIRDxSHOW

October 4 & 5, 1991
in beautiful Clearwater, Florida

| Hosted by: Sun Coast Avian Society, Tampa, Florida
JUPPGE: D . ECS Cockanéh Glen Gibson
+ Parro aren D * Lipochrome Canaries - TBA
. Fm'ihﬂ & Softbilla - fﬂ%hen Hoppin Mela.nm Cl.nariea Ignacio Perea i
* Budgerigars - Ermafarn . 'l‘g.;e %l
* Love Birds - Lee H = ACE Cocknhela Bert McAulay
CASHPRIZES !
* Cash prizsss available to Oreat Amarisan Bird Bh bars
$1000 Begt in Show
$500 2nd Best in Show - §250 3rd Best in Show
WHO TO CONTACT:
HOTEL: Balleview Mido AIBPORT SHUTTLE: GREAT AMERICAN BIRD SHOW
Group Rasarvations Desk Book prior to arvival at MEMEERRSHIFS:
25 Ballevigw Blvd. ROO-A39-7780
Clearwster, FL. 34818 ldantify ws Kayter Graat Janios Pritehapd
1-B00- 378947 Amarican Bird Bhow 443 W. Douglas Av.
in FL: 1-800-232-8072 Participant El Cajon, CA #2020
475 per aights Cast $10.25 par pereon 6154421164
"3 night minimum. EHOW ENTRY; COMMERCIAL EXHIBITS
Raservations must be made Dave Dallar & GENERAL QUESTIONS:
by Sept. 1, 1981. P.0. Bex 1179
Plaass baok, sarly. Palm Harbor, FL. 34882 Jaan Strebe
B13-438-3893 mmm" Bervice
Call Cote Travel CATALOG ADS: Chilton, W1 53014
(800) 236-1419, M-F )
9:30 am - 5:30 pm Ci! Time Dwiphia Diatler
Identify a Great American P.O. Hﬂplm o
Bird Bhow Participant amu-u ark FL M684-

* GREAT AMERICAN BIRD SHOW, INC. IBANDN-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
OPERATED BY A 13 MEMBER BOARD. THIS BOARD IS COMPRISED
* OF REPREBENTATIVEI FH.DM MANY HATIDNAL BPECIALTY CLURS. ﬁ
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BREEDING EXHIBITION ZEBRA FINCHES

by Bill Novickas

First and foremost, obtain young, healthy birds that are good
quality stock from reputable breeders. When you buy stock it should not be
older than the previous year, it should be close-banded, free froa visual
defects and should come vith a guarantee. 1f you are offered birds that do
not meet the above reguirements, say *no thank you." The vast majority of
probless that I've had in the past, particularly vith hens that either do not
lay, die suddenly, are infertile, pluck the young, or are generally poor
producers, can be traced, in a majority of instances, to obtaining older or
unbanded birds. I realize that many people do not band their birds. Simply
put, you don’t need any birds from thes. When they are not banded, you have
no proof of the parentage of the birds or of their age. We are trying to
iaprove guality, not just raise hirds. This applies to the buyer and the
seller.

I firmly believe it is necessary to specizlize. To do this, you
need, at a minimum, th-ee pairs of compatible colors, preferably related
tolors. If possible, b y birds in person. 1t is not reasonable to expect a
serious breeder to sel) their best birds, but try to buy lesser sons,
daughters, brothers or sisters to the best., Expect to pay a fair price.
Birds are discount privad for a reason that probably makes them unsuited for
your needs. Knov the standard for the hird that you are trying to breed.
Learn it well as there are many who are all fo willing to give advice that
have never raised a good bird.

Generally, all of my young birds are flighted in 3' x 8' flights;
cocks in one and hens in another. "Absence makes the heart grov fonder.® He
not only vant the reproductive juices flowing between the birds, ve do not
vant pair bonds developed between unsuitable pairs. (1 might add, this is 2
priase reason to call heavily.)

In California, our climate is substantially different than the rest
of the country, so please consider this in reading this ariicle and vhen
setting up your birds.

Most of my breeding cages are indoors. The light has been extended
to 14 hours a day and the temperature lov is about 35 degrees. The number of
hours of light are extended, starting in January until 14 hours is reached.
Normally, about 15 minutes is added to the daylength twice a week. This has
vorked successfully for se. 1 know other people vho have added more hours of
light more rapidly and have been successful. The birds are bred in cages that
are approximately 16" high, 12" deep and 2' long. Inside, on the wall, a
vooden nest box that is approvimately 3° square is placed. The bottos of the



nest box is filled to a 1* depth vith Bersuda grass cut into pieces about 5*
long. I sake an indentation about the size of a tennis ball in the middle
for a nest cavity. Additional itess in the breeding cage include a bovl of
health grit mixed vith 3 seall amount of charcoal granules and shaved cuttle
bone, an ashtray for nestling food, a vater drinker, and a feeder with
presius finch mix. On the botiom of the cage ] put a seall amount of Bermuda
grass to encourage nest building. This seems to be an important part of the
courting ritual of sost Australian finches.

It 1s important that all pairs set up to breed are in prime breeding
condition and are suitable wmates, in particular that they do not share any
of the sase faults. Size and type are the tvo hardest qualities to maintain
in your stud of birds. A point 1 would like to eaphasize is that 1 set birds
up to breed, not by the calendar, or vhat is convenient to me, but vhen the
birds are ready. 1t is important that the hens are flying hard in the flight
cage, that the cocks and hens are calling to each other, and that they are
shiny and active. Normally, 1 vill take several birds from the flight and
place thes in individual cages to study closely. It is necessary to be avare
of the faults and virtues of each of the hirds and their parents. This is
another reason why banding and records are isportant. Have good reasons to
put the pair together. Examples would be to produce vider chest bars, depth
and evenness of color, better feather texture and better size and type. We
are trying to improve quality not just breed birds. Each of the pairs that
are being considered are faced off in show cages. In most cases, the cock
bird vill imsediately display for the hen with a courting song, bouncing up
and down on the perch and the hen will act interested. These birds are placed
in the breeding cage. You will notice the cock feeding the hen, sutual nest
building, and egg-laying commencing in one to three veeks. Dne egg is laid -
each day, averaging four to five eggs to a clutch. Incubation normally starts
vith the third egg, vith the first chick hatching in approximately fourteen
days. The young vill fledge in approximately five veeks. With a little care,
young can be close-banded from three veeks to immediately after fledging.

Nestling food is given to the birds two to three times a week during
the non-breeding season and daily when breeding. The folloving mixture is
done vith the aid of a food processor. As I give this mixture to a lot of
birds, 1 prepare it in larger quantities than most people vould use. Three
pounds of fresh carrots are chopped in the food processor and placed in a
large container. One bunch of spinach is chopped into one box of CeDe egg
forsula (2.2 pounds) and 9 eggs which have been hard hoiled for 20 minutes.
These are processed, shell and all, into the mixture. Cornflakes are added
until the mixture is crusbly, not aushy. This is refrigerated until issedi-
ately prior to use. Approximately one tablespoon is fed to each pair three
tises daily wvhen chicks are present. The well known breeder of budgies in
England, Ernie Sigston, told me that 501 of the pedigree goes down the

L]



Sreeding Exhibition lebra Finches continued frosx page

throat. While this may not be literally true with Iebra Finches, the best
have been well fed by their parents and of the birds poorly fed, none have
ever amounted to much,

I vould recommend that anyone serious about lebra Finches read
Chris Blackvell’s book, CARE AND BREEDING OF IEBRA FINCHES. The book is in
depth and thorough,

Bill has done quite vell with his lebras and other species also. His budgies
von the prestigious Kellogg trophy for Best in Division at a National Cage
Bird Shov a fev years ago, He is the "contact person” to vhom you can send
your dues (in US funds) for a subseription to the British lebra Society. See
address elsewhere in this issue, The Editor.

Please check your address Iabel and keep your membership and your address up
to date. Save the Sociely the work and expense of sending reminders fo you.
Those vho have dual seaberships will see thal now both names are on the label
RENEMALS AMD ADDRESS CHAMGES SHOULD BE MAILED TO:
NFS Membership Services
Russell Armitage, Jr.
343 Brston Road, Hiddletown, CT 06457

100% OF QUR SUBSCRIBERS READ THE CLASSIFIEDS!

* Buy, Sell Trade Your Birds, Equipment, Supplies, Etc.
* Subscriptions $7.00. Ads 35 cents a word or number,
* Ads due the 25th of each Month. $7 Minimum per Ad.
* Ads can easily be updated and kept current with no

¢ penalty. No long waiting period.
* * Published Monthly. Mailed 1st Class.
* We accept Checks and VISA/MASTERCARD.
, * For Sample Copy send business size SASE.
&) g -
MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS and ADS to: ATC, P.O. Box 8215-NF, |
Traverse City, Ml 49685-6215 Fax #(616) 946-9317
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NATIONAL FINCH AMS SOFTBILL SOCIETY
AFFILIATES, DELEGATES AMD SHOW DATES

ATTIE: T SRR RNy N R A AN TN NN T I T O X SN IR NN

MATIONAL FINOM i ! WAT1 Novesher 14 - i7,
In conjunction vith the 43rd Natiowal Cage-Dird Exhibition, hosted by the
Mid-Vest Cage Bird Cluk at the Hyatt Regency Hotei - Dearbora, Michigas.
NFS Pamel Judge: Eari Courts. For inlorsatios caii : Patrick Vance,
(3i3) 443 06d3. For hotel reservations: {313} 593 i24.

ALABANA
Heart ol Bixie Camary Ciub; (205} 47 419

Shov: October i9, 1990  MNobiie, AL Panei Judge: Stephen Hoppin

CALIFORNLA

Aviary Asso. of Kern Co.; Hai Kooatz, (805) 872 1063
Show: Decesber 7, 1991 Kern, CA  Panel Judge: Ciayton Jomes

finch Society ol San Diego County; Sharom Russeli, (619) 274 2095

fresno Cangry and Finch Society; Richard Lujan, (408) 984 453
Shov: October 25 to 27, 1991 Fresno, CA Pamei Judge: Joe Krader

Goiden Bate Avian Society; Mary Payne, (415) 449 87i9

Show: Novesber i5 fo 17, 1991 Tracy, CA Pamei Judge: Marty Vo Raesleld -

3an Diego Bird Show, Inc.; Jamice Pritchard, (619) 442 i164

Show: Novesher 2 & 3, 1991 Del Mar, CA  Pasel Judger Briam Bimms

South fay Bird Cluby Gregory Aden, (213) 379 24i6

Shov: October 19, 1991 Lawndale, CA Panei Judge: Ciaremce Cuiveii

COLORADG
Colorade Cage Bird Association; Martha Wigeore, (7i9) 574 i5M
Show: October 19, 1991 Colorade Springs, 0K Pasel Judge: Martha Wiguore

Rocky Wouatjin Society of Aviculture; Domaid Locke, Jr. (303) 289 S721
ticut Assoclation for Avicuit Chris Voronovitch, (203) 649 8220

Shov: Dctober i6, 1991 East Martlord, CT Pamel Judge: Jon Hoffaan

New Englaad Finc iers; Pusseli Arpitage, Jr., (203) 34§ 5875
Shov: Novesber 30, i991 East Hartlord, CT Panei Judge: Brenda Geesey

il



FLORIDA
yiary & Cage Bird Society of South Florida; Len Brower (305) 931 3468
Reaional Showt Augast 24, 1931 Ft. Lauderdale Pamel Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau

Florida State Fair Exotic Bird Show; Claire Remo, (B13) 482 5332

Greater Brandos Avian Society, Inc.; Lillian Mount, (BI3) B85 6492
Show: Septesber 15, 1991 Taspa, FL  Panel Judge: Berald Magata

dacksonville Cage Bird Assn.; Jerri Meisenfeld, (904} 731 7173

Shov: Sapteaber 21, 1991 Jacksonville, FL Pamel Judge: Cecil Gunby

Suncoast Avian Society; Joe Veatimiglia, (813) 392 9391
Hosting the KAYTEE GREAT 1CAN BIRD SHOW, fictober 4ib and 5
Belleviev Mido Resort Hotel, Clearvater, FL Panel Judger Stephen Hoppin

Sunshipe State Cage Bird Society; Dale Laird, (407) 657 7989
Shov: GBctober 12, 1991 Orlando, FL Panel Judge: William Parlee

GEDRSIA

Georgia Cage Bird Soc 2ty; Cecil Gunby, (404) 254 1261
Shovt Novesber 2, 191 Atlanta, 84 Panel Judger Brenda Geesey

HANAL]

Honolale Canary and Finch Club; Cynthia Pregana, (808) 456 3793

ILLINDIS

Greater Chicago Caqe Bird Clab; Jane Muscato, (708) 3205 9043
Shovi  Novesber 2, 1991 Rolling Meadov, IL Panel Jadge: Dr. Al Dceoteam

Lllint Bird Fanciers: Tom Rood, (217} 774 5265
Showt May IB, 1991 Shelbyville, IL Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

National Institute Red-Orange Canaries; Catherine Wiegele, (219) 922 1146
Shov: Novesber 29 - Decesber 1, 1991 Elk Grove Village, IL

Panel Judge: Jon Hoffman

Springfield Pet Bird Clab; Robert Huff, (217) 522 4164
Shov: Septesber 14, 1991 Springiield, IL Panel Judge: Dr, Val Clear

1¥D1
Indiana Bird Fanciers; Dr.Val Clear, (317) 642 0795
Shov: October 12, 1991 Fi. Wayse, IN Panel Judge: Cecil Guaby

12
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Hig-Aeerica Cage Birg Society; RPhoda Shirley, (315) 243 2255
Showt ODctober 5, 1991 Des Moines, 1A  Pasel Judger Earl Cowris

Kansas Avicultural Society; Marilyn Galvan, (316) 324 8128
Show: October 12, 1991 Wichita, KS Papel Judge: Paul Willisss

LOULS1ANA

Qulf Sowth Bird Club; Evon Kruse, (304) 469 2435
Shown October 1B - 20, 1991 Mev Orleans, LA  Panel Judge: Millias Parlee

NARYLAND
Battisore Bird Fanciers; Deb Clark, (301) 242 BATI

Shovi October 19, 1931 Tovsom, MP Panel Judge: Breada Geesey

Naryland Cage Bird Association; Theresa Brown, (301) 735 7682
Shov: Septesber 28, 1991 Tisoniua, M0 Panel Judger Ray Johnson

BASSACHUISETTS

Massachusetts Cage Bird Association; Kim Rendigs, (508) 540 2248
Regiona) Show: October 19, 1991 Mansfield, WA Panel Judge: Roddy Gable

BICHIGAN
Mid-Michigan Bird Cluby Mary Tervilliger, (517) 463 5695

Nig-West Cage dird Club; Patrick Vamce, (313) 443 0643
Showt Hosting the Matiomal, Novesber 14-16, 1991 Panel Judge: Earl Cowrts

Hotor City Bird Breeders; Patrick Vance, (313) 443 0643

Shov: October 26 & 27, 1991  Detroit, MI  Panel Judger Willlaa Pariwe

Society of Camary aad Finch Breeders; Bro. Aathony Michael, F.5.D.,

(618) 245 0049. Show: October 19, 1991 Panel Judge:r Comrad Meimert

Al 1

Greater Kansas City Avicyltyral Society; Chris Munsberger, (BIG) 461 5582

Shov: October 19, 1991 Kansas City, M0 Paael Judge: Cecil Gunby

i i i Assgciati Demnis Burhans, (314) 441
Shovi Novesher 2, 1991 Eureta, WD Panel Judger Jon Hoffman

NEBRASKA
Gregter Onaka Cage Bird Society; Elbert Traylor, (402) 435 7886 .
13



NEW JERSEY
South Jersey Blrd Club; Raysond Passaro, (201) 291 .2
Show: Dctober 5, 1991 Panel Judge: Roddy Gable

NEY HANPSHIRE
Blvds of a Feather Avicultural Society; Larry Beloreazo, (508) 927 MM
Show: Septesber 21, 1991 FPamel Judge: Dr. Al Decotsay

NEW YORK
Astorla Bird Club; Leslie Leber, (516) 431 9267
Shov: MNovesber 2, 1931 Hespstead, NY Non-Panel Judge

Rochester Cage Bird Club; Jeanne Murphy, (716) 232 477
Show: Movesber 9, 1991  Rochester, WY Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

MIRTH CARDL LKA

Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird Society; Wanda McCormick, (704) B25 1972
Show: Septesher 7 ¥ B, 1991 Hosting the "Carolina Classic Blrd Show®, co-
hosted by the South Carolira Bird Buddies and the Palmetto (5.L.) Bird Club.
Charlotte, NC Panel Judges: Sept. 7, Conrad Meinert and Sept. B, Earl
Courts.

BHI0
Cleveland Cage Bird Society; Maureen Mehozonek, (216) 234 7674
Show: October 12, 1991 Parsa, OH Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

DKLAHONA

Bird Fanciers of Dklahoma; Gene Miller, (405) 3B2 7066
Shov: Septesber 2B, 139! Oklshoma City, OK Panel Judge: Clarence Culwell

PENNSYLVANIA
Central Pennsylvania Cage 8ird Society; Jerry McCavley, (717) 288 0529
Shows October 26, 1991 Camp Hill, PA

Delavare Valley Bird Club; Kris Kroner, (213) 628 4142
Show: Moveaber 9, 1991 Montgosery County, PA  Panel Judge: Gerald D'Agata

Greater Pittsburgh fage Blvd Sociwty; Dr. Lindsay Clact (412) 323 7235
Show: Woveaber 2, 1991 Waskingtom, PA Panel Judge: Roddy Gable

Philadelphia Avicultural Society; Rick Szlachta, (215) 635 2097
Show: MNovesber 23, 1991 Intercourse, PA Pamel Judge: Brenda Geesey

14



SOUTH CAROLINA
Palestto Case Birg Clud; Eart Owwes,  (803) 835 3193

South Carolima Bird Buddies: Earl Owens, (503) 855 3193
Show: Septesber 7 ¥ B, 1991 Charlotte, NC Co-hosts of "Caroliea Classic®

v/ Chariotte Metrolina (N.C.). Panel Judges: Septesber 7, Conrad Meimert;
Septeaber 8, Earl Courts.

TENMESSEL
Middie Tennessee Cage Bird Club; Eva Duffey, (5i5) 361 5949

Show: GOctober 26, 1991 Mashville, TN Panel Judge: Ray Johnsos

TEIAS

Bay Area Cockatiel & Cage Bird Club; Karol Deem, (40%) 737 1557
Shov: Septesber 7, 193t  Galveston, TY Panel Judge: Ray Johnson

Fort Worth Bird Ciub; Clareace Culvell, (817) 523 5568
Shows October 3 &k 6, 1991 Fort Worth, TX Panel Judge: Marty Voa Raesfeid

Texas Bird Broeders and Faeciers Assn; Claresce Culvell, (B17) 523 5568
Show: MNovesber 1 & 2, 1991 Killeen, TI Panel Judge: Clarence Culwell

Rest Wings of Mouston; Dan Easter, (7i3) B8535 7161
Regional Shovs September 21, 1331 Houston, TX Panel Judge: Ray Joheson

VIRGINIA

Peninsula Cage Bird Society;  Linda Oja, (B04) B74 8581
Shov: Septesber 21, 1991  MNewport News, VA

WASHINGTON
Northvest Exotic Bird Society; Mancy White, (206) 523 3502

VISCONSIN

Badger Camary Club; Patrice Ripple, (414) 527 1380
Showr Bctober 26, 1991  Bak Creek, ¥l Panel Judge: Paul Williams

Milvaukee Bird Society, Ltd,; Sue Feldstein,

Show: DOctober 5, 1991 Milvaukee, W! Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATES

Budgerigar & Forgign Bird Society of Canada; Jokn Besnett (416) 473 5612

Shov: Septesber 21, 193t Torosto, Pame! Judge: Brenda Geesey
Avicultural Soci Ontario; Viacent Moase, (416) 723 1978

Shov: Septesber 27 - 29, 1991 Panel Judge: William Parlee
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Essex-Xent Cage Bird Society; Alfred Mion, (519) 948 £398
Shov1 October 19 & 20, 1991 Noa-Panel Judge: John Besmstt

Nev Zealand Finch Breeders; MNew lealamd, MWrs, E. M. Foster
Bugensland Finch Society; Queensland, Australia Bavin Diet:

lebra Finch Society, England; Brian Bimms, Manchester, Englamd

o L o e o e e e 0 D e e e o e e e o e e

T0 ALL DELEGATES AMD JUDGES: Please read the list carefully!! 11 you see
errors of osissions please call se at (717) BS54 2604 ismediately' This is the
first listing of the 1991 season and 1 hope [ got it right’ It's quite a
coaplicated job znd it won't hurt ay feelings if you catch my mistakes.
Thanks, Brenda,

------------------------ =S

SPICE FINCH ANYONE?

By Kris Kroner

Hany of us, when first bitten by the "finch bug®, obhtained a pair of
Spice Finches, These birds resain readily obtainable, and are still isported
although easy to breed. In fact, sany breeders have noted that these birds
vill willingly breed vith sany other species of birds. This results in the
undesirable production of hybrid offspring, sany of vhich closely resenble
Spice Finches,

The Spice Finch has been seen in increasing entries nusbers as
entries to shovs. More and sore frequeatly, questions are arising froe
stevards, judges and exhibitors as to the purity of the species in some
individual birds in the classes. Thses questions are primarily initiated due
to beak size and color.

Harvin Yoder, another experienced exhibitor and myself are
interested in vorking tovards establishing a Standard for the Spice Finch. If
anyone is interested in vorking on this cossittee, please contact me at:

433 Houston Road
Mbler PA 19002,

I you are unable to help vith the standard but have inforsation based on
experience and are villing to be intervieved or answer a short gquestionmaire,
please also contact se at the above address. All help is appreciated.

---------------------- -
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All articles, anecdotes, artwork,
ads and other additions to the
bulletin should be sent to:
NFS Editor, Brenda Geesgy
125 W. Jackson §t.
York, PA 17403
Thanks. .
P.S5. Also all complaints, comments,
compliments, colloquies, critiques
and consternations. Thanks again.

MAJOR 2005 THROUGHOUT
THE COUNTRY TRUST
GRUBCO'S QUALITY
FEEDER INSECTS.

------------

............
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. GALLTOLLFREE

MnsTERCARD, :-aoo-zzz-assa
VISA,C.0.D, B ORICES F 3. iy ORoER
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INCORPORATED
PO. BOX 15001 —~HAMILTON, OHIO 45018
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THE NATIONAL FINCH

AND SOFTEBILL SOCIETY

Conaratulates these

EXHIBITORS OF EXCELLENCE h

1990
ToM ROOD 267 POINTS -
RICHARD LUJAN 224 POINTS 1
KR1S KRONER 204 POINTS

CHAMPIONSHIP EXHIBITORS | |

1990

GENE & JUNE MILLER 131 POINTS

KRIS KRONER 110 POINTS
MARVIN YODER 846 PoOINTS

JOHN DAPAS 7% PoOINTS

T0M ROOD 71 PoOINTS
BRENDA GEESEY 54 POINTS 7
RICHARD LUJAN 51 PoINnTS

I

18




43rd National Cage-Bird Exhibition

NOVEMBER 14, 15, 16, 1931

Hyatt Regency Hotel
Dearborn, Michigan £8126
For Resarvations Call:
M3503-1224

The Keillogg Company will sponscr the Division and Beut—ln Show Awardg with the beautitul
Ketiogq Trophies and the Scannell Memorial.

The Mid-West Cage-Bird Club will host this year's svant.

Tha annua! membership mesting will be haid on Saturday aftemoon followed by the Awards
Presentation Banguet at B:00 p.m.

Members of the Board of Directors for the National Exhibtion will all be on hend to assist with
the ¢heck-In on Thursdey Bvening and with the chch-out fallowing the banquet on Saturday
night.

Judges seiected for the ghow are.
Borde| _—

Harry Marrict: {Engtand)
.-Margie McGes (CA)
- Glevannl Bertoncalla (Maly)

AMBrcan Singars - oo e Joyce Yuhas (NJ)
LYPOCRIOITE - o oo e e Roberto Font (FL)
Melanin.... --Robert Van Dorp (Beiglum)
Parrols ... ..Conrad Melnert (IN}
Finchea/Softhilis ..-Ear Courts (MO)
Lovebirds .............. ...Roland DuBuc (CA)
Budgerigars ..Lan Agams (IL}
Cockatiels ... Lindta Rubin (CA)

Call the Hyett for room reservations. Doubles are $89.00 per night.

information on Commercial Exhibits can be cbtalned from Rey Johnsen by calling 404-461-
B&75 or Myron Makarewicz at 313-887-3082.




DISFLAY READY (PHOTO READY) AD CORY
FULL. PAGE % 35 PER ISSUE OR % 144 PER YEAR
HALF PAGE $ 20 PER ISSUE OR $ 9& PER YEAR
BUSINESS CARD SIZE $12/1SSUE--%$50/YEAR
CLASSIFIED ADS
FINCHSAVE CLASSIFIEDS FREE TO PARTICIPANTS.
OTHERS AFE 13 CENTS PER WORD, PER ISSUE.

All advertising copy should be sent to:

Editor, NFS BULLETIN

125 W. Jackson Street

York, PA 17403-2265
All Fayments should be sent to:

Russell Armitage, JR.

243 Boston Road

Middletown, CT 06457

c/0 NFS MEMBERSHIFP SERVICES

PLEASE..... CONSIDER ADVERTISING AND

ASKING THE SUPPLIERS THAY YOU DEAL WITH 7O
CONSIDER ADVERTISING. WE CIRCLLATE 900
ISSUES 6 TIMES A YEAR TO DEDICATED AND
SPECIALIZED AVICULTURISTS. IT'S A GREAT

MARKETFLACE FOR BIRDS AND SUPPLIES !!'!?
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SHORT TALES

"Here is another method of scaking ones' seed!® from Joleen Chrestensen,
Florida.

Soak finch seed in water about 12 hours,

Drain and set in strainer over bowl.

Rinse in strainer several times daily until small shoots appear.
Put in "{ridge in covered bowl.

Feed daily sprinkled with vitamins.

Your finches will LOVE you for it!

Recently I was at a syaposium vhere [ had the opportunity to talk with Jan
and Russell Burns. They’re from Nev England and they raize and race homing
pigeons. They brought a vonderful, professional video tape on these
fagcinating birds narrated by Michael Landon. They donated a copy of this
video tape to the Federation of Pennsylvania Aviculturists and 1 assuse that
after it circulates to the clubs in the state it will be sade available to
other clubs to rent. it's a real education in an hour about the history and
the current practices of pigeon husbandry. The CLEANEST aviaries 1 have even
seen! Top-perforaing athietes can't be kept in dust and dirt you know! In a
conversation Wr. Burns mentioned that pigeon breeders have a very good
success rate transporting eggs across the country in a unique way. They bake a
loaf of home-made bread, split it lengthvise, pinch out just enough dough to
make roon for the eggs, put the loal back together, wrap it, box it and mail
it! I couldn’t wait to share that information' And now I can’t vait to try
it! The Editor.

SEND YOQOUR "SHORT TALE" TO

FILL THIS SPACE IN THE NEXT ISSUE!

All articles, anecdotes, artwork,
ads and other additions to the
bulletin should be sent to:
NFS Editor, Brenda Geesey
125 W. Jackson Street
York, PA 17403-2265
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BREEDING THE DIAMOND SPARROW
(Steganopleura guttata)l

by Les Gibson

s DR e e e

The Diasond Sparrow is am easily kept, stocky hird that is best
suited to life in an aviary. Confined quarters result in the bird becosing
noticeably fat. Presumably this is just as undesirable in birds as it is in
hamans. The aviary vas an inside flight 3 feet by x 3 by 5, and light vas
from 12 to 14 hours daily, sostly artificial (fluorescent).

The plumage is identical in both sexes, and vhile the hens often
have lighter colored beaks, the birds are readily sexable when in breeding
condition. This can be any tise of the year. The cocks then sing their
peculiar buzzing song vhile holding a long strav in their beaks, and at the
same tise do a little hopping dance, like other Australian finches. They are
often very insistent, and this displaying vill go on all day for days on end,
right through the nesting activities.

When nesting commenced, the cock got guite violent with other birds
of his own size and swaller. All the others were Australian finches and
vaxbills, and no large birds vere present. Unless a planted aviary is used,
it vould be best to house the pair separately.

Starting January 11th, the pair laid 5 eggs (a cosmon nasber} over 7
days. The incubation period vas 14 days - vhen laying vas done. Tvo eggs
proved infertile, 2 hatched vithout difficulty, and the next day the last egg
vas broken open at noon vhen it failed to hatch that sorning. The newly
hatched chicks had 4 lusinous spots on their gapes, jast like Gouldiass.
The nest was examined daily, (as are all nests here), and the intrusion
caused little disturbance.

The chicks did well, and vere fed principally on softfood and
the innards of sealvoras. The softfood vas made froa equal portions of egg
oselet and bread, sashed vith a little soft sargarine. At 7 days of age the
parents started to feed sose vhole seeds (millet). Some greenfood and apple
vas also used.

When the chitks were 1B days old, the parents spent most of the day
in a nev nest vhich the cock built from material pulled from the original
nest. This first nest vas a roofed affair made of very long stravs, and
completely filled a half-open hox. The cock dissantled sost of it, leaving
the chicks on a little platfore of strav. He rebuilt in a plastic floverpot,
put in for other finches.

The chicks cheep loudly vhen being fed, so feediags can be counted,
or checked. The chicks vere hardly fed at all on the 18th day, so [ blocked
off the entrance to the nev nest. The adalts then attended to the chicks
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Breeding the Diamond Sparrov

again, 1t is therefore recomsended that all other nesting sites be resoved
once nesting has comsenced. 1n a big flight, a choice of nest sites is a good
thing.

The cock, vho took turns incubating the eggs, fed the chicks fairly
well after 14 days. The birds vare very secretive about feeding. They jumped
into the box and alvays fed fros inside at the back. They vere never seen to
feed fros the entrance, or vhile being obviously vatched.

When the chicks vere 3 weeks of age their crimson tail coverts could
be seen, and at this stage, the sooty pluaage changed to a duller gray
version of the adults feathers.

At 24 days the first chick came out of the box and the other 2 vere
lifted out. They vere strong fliers but all 3 promptly went back in. They
stayed inside the next day, then on the 26th day (25th for one), sade several
excursions out and in. The ocutings became more frequent, until at 4 veeks
they vere more often out than in. They roosted in the nest every night.

During incubation, and vhen the chicks vere very young, the cock
annoyed the hen greatly. He often entered the nest last thing at night and
kicked her out. For this reason, & night light is essential. When the chicks
vere & days old, this role vas suddenly reversed vith the hen chasing the
cock violently at roosting time, throwing hia out if he came into the nest.
Abcut this tise the hen began to roost out, but at 3 veeks she vent back into
the nest and laid 2 eggs beside the chicks. These vere never cared for.
Preparation for another nest is undervay with the chicks one month old.

The chicks vere all seen to be self-feeding at 30 days, & days after
they case out of the nest. At 39 days they vere resoved to a separate cage
because the cock vas becoming aggressive and the hen vas laying again.

The chicks vere given a nest box and they still roost in it every
night. Their beaks began to turn light red (froa blackish) at 9 to 10 wveeks
and betveen 10 and 11 veeks the first black feathers of the adult plusage
began to show through the juvenile gray.

Other than resoving surplus nest boxes and providing a night light,
this vas a straightforvard nesting, vith no special requiresents.

The parents proved to be rather erratic nesters. Two mere clutches
of 3 and 7 eggs were laid but abandoned im the first veek. Sose odd eggs were
laid betveen the clutches and even when the cock vas removed the hen laid
another 3 eggs for a total of 23! This indiscrisinate egg laying has been
reported by others. The last 3 eggs vere laid when the hen had started to
soult,

The hen was then put in an outside flight with the cock and soon
there vas great activity in a nest box, However, after weeks of frustration
vatching eggs being abandoned, 1 am leaving thea to their owa devices, and do
not intend to look into tha box aven once.

==z=== SESESSESSESESSSSs@sssTSSISSSSSSTSSSSISssassss
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SOME AFRICAN SERINS

by Denise Cabral
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All rights reserved by the author.

Since the bird importation "blast® of the late 1960's, the cosmon
African Serin, the Green Singing Finch, has been one of my favorite cage
birds. 1 like their color scheme and prefer their song to a canary's. Unknown
to me vhen 1 first set Green Singers, they have a dozen or so close relatives
in Africa. The Grey Singing Finch, Dark-throated or Yellow-rumped Serin or
Singing Finch, Brimstone Camary and Alario Finch are lesser knovn members of
the Serin group. Here is a discussion of vhat 1've learned about these birds.

The Green Singing Finch (Serinus aozambicus) is the comsonest
African import from this group, and most finch keepers are familiar with it,
Its overall color scheae is dark green above, bright yellow below, vith a
yellov eyestripe and a very dark sustache from the corner of the beak. Males
are pure yellov belov, vhile females have a necklace of dark spots across
their throats. When !uying young birds, ke avare that they all have
necklaces. 1f a fev dots are missing, it probakly means that the youngster is
a male, 1've been keeping Green Singers almost continuously since 1968, many
single sales kept because of their charming seng, and 1've alvays found thea
to be tough, hardy, adaptable and long-lived little birds. Most of mine have
thrived on good quality finch mix, millet spray, the occasional bit of greens
or {ruit, some vitamins and cuttlebone, | now add a bit of game bird breeder
mix several times a week.

The only trouble 1've had vith Green Singers has arisen vhen 1've
paired them for breeding or kept more than one pair in a community flight.
Besides being tough, they're tough guys' 1've had males beat up males or
femaies and females beat up males or females. 1 have one b year old female
that killed her first mate, in spite of my careful attention to what 1'd read
about providing satisfactory breeding conditions. This same little monster
scaiped her current mate's forehead in Dctober 1990, From nov on, 1 will
breed this hen in a "double breeder” cage' Most of my other pairs have lived
in complete harmony for years though. So, Breen Singers can be said to have
variable personalities, just like people. Maybe my nasty hen came from the
same part of Uganda as ex-dictator 1di Amin.

The Green Singer has a very close relative, perhaps a subspecies,
called the Yellow-crowned Canary or 5t. Helena Seedeater. It's a slightly
Yarger bird vith a broader yeliow eyebrov and a more vigorous song. 1 believe
ay second aale Green Singer, who was vith us from about 1389 to 1973, vas a
neaber of this subspecies or species (Serinus canicollis), 1’ve never owned
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Serins
another Green Singer that sang as frequently, as Toudly or with as much
variety. _

The Grey Singing Finch (Serinus leucopygius) is probably the most
underrated cage bird I knov, Its lov desirability undoubtedly stems from its
coapletely unglorious color schese, 1t's a little grey and white bird.
Period. The grey doesn’t even have the decency to fors any reaily reportable
pattern. There's a little streakiness on the underparts and a white or light
yellov ruep. All the published reports I've seen say you can't sex these
little guys except by the song, but fesales sing too, though not as
elaborately or loudly as the eales. The eale of ey one breeding pair, circa
1979, and the only tvo other eales I ever saw had solid grey breasts, as
opposed to the streaky breasts of the fesales, I've had B fesales since 193],
and have not been able to find another eale. As you say gather fros the
nueber of thea that 1've eanaged to find, 1 reatly like these little guys.
Ever since an unpleasant landlord forced se to divest ayself of ay finches,
I've been looking for more frey Singers. Believe ee, you haven't heard
anything sing until you've heard one,

Basic Grey Singer eaintenance is like the Green Singer. 1 give both
singers “vorry-beads" - frazzled tvigs or tightiy-tied hay-baling twine - so
they have soeething to pick at and pester besides thelr sates. It's a really
good ldea to plan sosething like this with these feisty little Grey Singers.
Groups of thea are even eore scrappy than Green Singers, constantly zipping
back and forth in rotating fights, throving out phrases of song as they go.
1t aay be of interest to note that ey breeding pair vas set up in one of
those nasty cylindrical cages, cut up the side, turned sidevays, vith new
ends and a bottoe added. I added a canary nest at top middle and put the cage
in a large rooa kept unlit except by natural light from 3 large north
vindovs. Maybe they liked the privacy. 1've nov got 8 new ones to vork vith;
to figure out what sexes 1've got and set 'es up to breed,

Probably imported as often as the Grey Singer is the Black-throated,
Dark-throated or Yeilov Rueped Serin or Singing Finch or Canary, (Serinus
atrogularis). This bird has several distinguishable subspecies in Africa,
leading to the profusion of coeson nases. 1've seen one vith a very black
throat, and eore coeeonly, another with a whitish throat, with varying black
stripes and streaks. Appearance-vise, you'd swear this bird vas a cross
between a Ereen Singer and a Grey. lts head has a paler eyebrow and paler
stripe under the eye, and variable indications of a mustache. The yellow-ruep
Is a soft tawny grey above, vith the sase sort of indistinct mottlings the
Grey Singer has, above and belov. Yellov-rusps have the sase bright yellov
rusp as the Green Singers, but a less vigorous song. Yellow-rueps are a bit
larger than Green Singers and a little less quarrelsoee than &reens or Greys.
they are probably a bird that should be carefully bred by a fev Serin
fanciers if ve are to keep thee in aviculture.
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The next species 1'a familiar with has an interesting story behind
their appearance in New England. Once upon a time 1 read in a southern club's
nevsletter that an importer called Deep South Aviary had Brey Singing
finches for sale. 1 ordered 4 pairs as part of a large finch order, atter
verifying that the birds in Louisiana matched ay descriptions of Grey
Singers. 1aagine ay dismay when I found soae oversize Serins that looked a
little like Breen Singers in the shipping crate. 1 didn't have my desperately
sought §7ey Singers, but something more unusual, Brimstone Canaries (Serinus
sulphuratus). They haven't acclimated quite as well as the other Serins I've
vorked with, but given the poor quality of the overall shipaent, they had
probably mot been well-treated by the shipper. Sorry to report, but the
shipper never replaced any of the birds I lost or refunded any money either.

My Brimstone Canaries vere about B inches long, dark green-grey
above, yellow or yellowish below and the one cbvious mature sale had a yery
bold yellow eye-stripe, with a bright yellow belly. the rest vere duller,
vith a fev shoving brighter eye-brews. This lot turned out to be the most
quarrelsome of the Serins I've had, and only the large size of their holding
cage kept them from some veally serious fighting. While I had thes, these
Serins only sang wisps of song, but what I heard was typical of this group.
The tack of song may have been due to the poor overall condition of the
birds. Briastone Canaries seea to need a more varied finch mix than the other
congon African Serins, so I supplemented thea vith some ridiculously fancy
tanary song aix as vell as greens, vitamins, etc. So far these critters
haven't bred for their new owner, but time will tell.

The last African Serin I've seen is the Alarie Finch {Serinus
alaric), also called the Black-headed Canary or Serin. I sav this bird once
at a New Haapshire bird shop, in a dark bottom-row cage. About all I could
see vas the black head, darkish back and light underparts. Too bad T vas
suffering froa "no-cashosis® at the time, or I would know more about this
species, Alario finches have a pretty chestnut color above and are vhite
below. They're said to have a nice song too. Maybe someday 1 can share
observations of these Serins.

The otherwspecies of African Serins are:

8. albogularis White-throated Canary
5. burtoni Brosbeak Seedeater

S. capistratus Blackfaced Canary

§. citrinelloides African Citril Finch
5. citrinipectus Leaon-breasted Canary
5. donajdsoni frosbeak Canary

5. dorsostriatus White-bellied Canary
5. flavigula Yellow-throated Canary
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flaviventris
gularis
koliensis
leucoptarus
senpelli
nigriceps
reichardi
scotops
striolatus
totta
tristritus

Lm lfffv» siaif m ww ,,m Jm

Which ones have you seen?

Yellow Canary
Straak-headed Seedeater
Koli Canary
Uhite-vinged Seedeater
Black-eared Seedeater
Black-headed Serin
Reichard's Seedeater
Forast Canary

Streaky Seedeater
€ape Siskin
Brown-rusped Seedeater

w;«rm‘ft W’” WW
‘,bxﬁw /nmw ._zum - ﬂﬂﬂf":{_' &y

Thanks for your article and artwork Denise. Nice coabination of talents! It's
a pleasure {o knov more about this group. I agree that they are undervalued
by aviculturists. As proof of Breen Singers hardiness, I know that one who is
about [0 or 1l years old is still doing very vell on the show bench.

4 NDTE ABDUT "ALL RIGHTS RESERVED" STATEMENTS,

As I hope all affiliated club's newsletter editors know, NFS permits and
encourages affiliates to reprint any and all articles from this Bulletin
EXCEPT those with the "All rights reserved® statesents. In those cases, you
aust get permission directly from the author to reprint any or all of these
articles. Plaase respect those author’s wishes and contact thea for reprint

permissions.

Denise Cabral®s phons is (508) 586 3293 The Editor.




breeders
just don’t -

Because there isn't any bet-
tert S0 they feed their cage
birds Petamine™.
Scientifically formulated, nu-
tritionally palanced and uni-
versity tested, Petamine is a
mixture of natural seeds and
includes all the essential vita-
mins and minerais to help you
breed better bircs.

Canarles, parakeets, finches,
parrots, cockatiels and love
hircts will e healthier, stronger
and more vigorouws with a daily
diet of Petamine.

Petamine promotes brilliant
colorful plummage,
stimulates song and

makes mouiting faster

any better._ -

produce more fertlle hatch-

able eggs.

Since 1948 Petamine has been
the bird food of
champlons. If
you're feeding
your birgs some-
thing else, you
should know

better. Petamine.

Petamine by Keliogg i available

iNn50z,2Ib,5b, 101b. and 25

Ib. packages. Call or write for

the dealer nearest you. Other

fine Keflogg products include:
Budgimine™ & Para-
keet Seed o Canary
Seed e Finch Seed o
Parrot Food e 50ng

and easier. It wileven S & Food e Cockatiel Food
help your adult birds S » Handfeeding Diet o
-- Fortified Cage Bird

Foods e Kellogg's

Kellogg InC Treats 8 Seedies

Seeds & Supplies
322 East FHorida Street 8 Milwaukee, Wiscorsin 53201 & 1-800-792-3504 Ext. 492
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HAND—-RAISING A GOULDIAN FINCH FROM
THE EGG: A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.

by Ubaldo Leli, M.D.

It is well imowm from both amecdotal reports amd people’s direct
esperience that the ieumtiful Gouldiam fimches (Poephilia gouldil) do mot
sakn good pareats. Altheugh sany hreeders foster the Gouldiam chicks umder
Soclety or, less frequently, Iebea fInches in order to increase thelr
prodactivity, some avicalterists woald 1ike to have parent-ralsed chicks at
sose point is their career. Alse, oftem tises one is faced with the need o
saving chicks thrown out of the mest hy pareats vith unsynchromized hreedln
cycles, .
1 started keeping Gouldian fimches three years ago, vhen | acquire
a nixed color pairs a black-headed fesalm and a red-headed male. 1 vill me
atteapt to describm the beauty and sveet teapnrament of these birds, which
known virtually to every hird eathusiast. My Gouldiams are kept in my bird
room, in the company of many diverse avlan species ranging from hvasingbird
and honeycreepers, to fig parrots and african greys. They are housed in a 3
2 1Y x 1.3 cage, lit from G:30 an to B:00 pa. Tesperature and hunidity
range from 68' to 75° F, and 60 to BOX, respectively, ! feed thea finch nix
spray sillet, soft egg food and cuttlebome all year roond.

The first year ay pair vent to mest at the end of October. Prior t.
breeding, the fesale acquired a dark ash-colored beak, and the aalm a red ti
on its bill. They also begun to consuse such more egg food than moraal, 1
gave thes a nest box of corrvgated cardboard of 5° x §* x 3%, vith the uppn
half of the front side open, f111ed vith undone rope. They laid sany fertil
eggs (35), vith a clutch sizn of § or 6, but never sat for morn than a veel
1 nanaged to foster 5 chicks under societies. 1 also tried to incubatm a
clutch artificially in ny Roll-I incebator. Setting vas 99,5' F and 301
hunidity. Three eggs hatched and one chick lived for J days. Autopsy revedl
2 gran-negative infection and 2 lesion on the mouth. At the tise | was usin
Rodybusk handfeeding diet (regular) diluted in Gaterade, and 1 vas feeding
thn chick vith a tiny spatula. The spatela vas responsihle for thn south
lesion,

Thn nest year 1 changed the nest box and used a wooden 5" x 5* x !
hox vith a 1.2* holn instnad of the open front, hoping that the hes would s
sore coafortably, Being sorn protected. She certainly sat better than the
previoss year, but at day 12 she stopped. The second clutch vas fostered
wader zebras, vhich did 2 fine job and raisad all the chicks faster tham th
societles. The third clutch case too early and fownd me wnpreparad for
fostering. Because the hen vas sittlng, | vaited, hoping for a miracle, v
day 15 1 checknd the nest and nothieg vas there, 1t did mot takn Joag to
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realize that the aale had cleaned house after the eggs hatched. 1 found two
nestlings on the floor of the cage, but one died shortly after. The survivor
vas gaping and begging, and 1 decided to undertake the task of hand-feeding
this chick froa day 1.

“he day-old chick vas placed in an aquarius brooder with a
teaperature of 33' F and EOI hwaidity. For the first three feedings 1 gave
the tiny chick only Pedialyte (every hour), heated to 105" §, Thes I
introduced the diet described in table 1, diluted vith Pedialyte to a very
liquid consistency. I vas able to adjust the consistency so that the crop vas
totally empty every 1.5-2 hours. To feed the chick I used a thia paiating
brusk through the fourth day, thea a pipette.

The chick vas fed every two hours around the clock until it reached
2 veight of 5 grass (at birth the bird weighed 1.2 grass). The night interval
vas betveen 1:00 an and 5200 as. The parents, of course, feed the chicks more
often, bwt the hand-feeding procedure cavses an eslargesent of the crop so
that it espties every tvo hours on the average. Whem the feather tracts
started to appear through the skin ] added peanwt butter to the diet, and
thickened it sosevhat. 1 banded the chick at day 14 and it flev at day 27.
The weight chart showed in Figure 1 is a daily record of its weight gains.

Reaning vas slov and di fficvlt, and vas effected by leaving the
chick vith older, independeat siblings fros a previous clvich, bwt still
feeding it at least fowr tises a day. The umight chart (Figwre 1) shows a
notch caused by a sudden drop in weight at day 31. That is hecavse ] tried to
decrease the feedings too fast. The weaning process 1 played by ear, checking
the weight gains or losses. Every time the chick vould lose sore tham 10% of
its body veight 1 would increase the feedings again. There must be a better
aethod, but it vorked and the bird finally weaned. Unfortunately 1 lost this
chick due to a caretaker’s neglect during one of my trips out of tows. May it
join in Bird Heaven sy two Andean eaerald huasinghirds that died of the sase
*disease”: an unskilled caretaker,

1 designed sy diet based on the fact that the shorter the time a
bird spends in the nest, the higher the protein content in the diet must be
(R. Lov, Handrearing baby parrots and other birds, Blandford Press, Poole
(1387) 32-33). For example, the bvdgerigar spends an average of 4 weeks in
tke nest and needs about 201 protein in the diet. Seo, finches need a rather
high protein diet. Also, the content of fat in the food determines hov long
it vill take to pass through the crop. The higher the asount of fat, the
longer the transit tise. The food should resain in the digestive systes of
the bird long enough for the proteins to be absorbed, but not long emough for
the food to becose spoiled or hard, in vhich case food poisoming or crop
ispaction might ensue, Spinach and carrot haby foods vere added to make sure
that the chick’s crop vould not hecome impacted. It is vell inown that the
presence of fruit and vegetables can prevent formulas from hecesiag stone-
hard, vhich lends to occur, especially vith products that do aot require
cooking. Also, the carotene of the carrot helps with the coloring, and the
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spinach contains henmficlal calciua.

Of course, the svest disposition of hamd-fed gouldiams is weaatched
by any other species that I tmov. The letelligeace of these Little jownls,
hovever, is a bit questionzhie. 1 would wot advise anyome to try to rilse a
finch fros egg, except under smorgancy conditions; but sy sxperiesce proves
that it can be done. Perbaps there is evem 2 specific sarket for this kimd
of hand-reared finch. I believe that the diet descrihed in thls article could
be used with other birds vith food reqniresents and developaent sinilar to
the gouldian tinch.

) hope | have been of sose help to the many aviculturists vho have
had to face the disappointsent of seeing thelr precious chicks vicoused avay
by overzealous parents, out of their proper breeding cycle. These notes of fer
some guidelines, vhich, cosbined with 2 lot of personal dedication may save 2
fev chicks.

Table 1.
Hand-feeding diet for Gouldlan finches.

Nix 2 teaspoons Mutri-start Baby Bird Food (Lafebre) and 3 tablespoons of
cold vater. Cook according to the instructioms of the manufacturer in a
double boller or in a nicrovave, stirring often.

Add 2 teaspoons purified soybean proteln (many companles produce it), and 1
teaspoon Nekton tonic-K, 1 teaspoon stralned creased spinach and 1 teaspoon
strained carrot baby food (first or second foods).

AIT through the developsent add to one daily feeding one piach of Prime
{Hagen} and one pinch of Mekton NSA ground in the mortar to a fine povder.

When the feather tracts start to be visihle through the skin (about day B)
add 1 flat teaspoon creasy peanut butter to the forsula prepared as above.
Also, every otber day add three drops of cod liver oil and 1/8 teaspoon
finely ground cuttlebone to one of the feedings.

== TS SseTCCTEERSTTSITSTSSSSTTETSISRRESSSES
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Poephilia Gouldiae
(Born January 7, 1991. Hand—fed)
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THE NATIONAL FINCH AND
SOFTBILL SOCKETY

i3

NEMW FINCHSHOF ITEMS '?
I====I=II==8==ll==!=ll.I=======================
#1.  The nev Gouldian and NFS Logo Pin, Very
nice FULL color Red-headed male Gouldian.
Purple band around edge, gold letters. White
background behind bird. Same "stick-pin* back
as the previous sodel. $6,00,

82, This is the design that is approximately
10" vide on the nev T-shirts. The Skafttail is
vhite, outlined in black, red beak and legs and
the lettering is blue. Sharp! The shirts are
1001 cotton. Sizes M, L, XL a fev XXL, 415.00.

3. Handy vater bottle, Makes it easy to
refill those shov cage vater cups. Keeps vater

-1 froa home fresh vhile you travel. Holds 18 oz.

NS logo on both sides. Clear plastic. $6.00

D, ..Bruce, the cut and paste saster, got thea
all on one page' Hooray! The Editor.

e s e D PP P PR P e
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UIDE YO ORDERTNG 1991 NATIOMAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY CLOSED LEG BAMDS

Thanks to the vork done by the Band Size Committee we are able to offer an
expanded list of suggested sizes for more species of finches and softbills.
We're hoping to get more updates from societies overseas in 1991. We also
velcone members suggestions for the list.

S1ZE 7D FIT LEGS OF;

A Small Waxbills, Owls, Strawberry, Orange-cheeks, Red-ears, Gold-
breasted, Buail Finch.

B Cordon Bleu, Black-cheeked Waxbills, Fire, Cuban Melodious, {live,
Lavenders, Rufous-backed Mannikin and others,

c Blue Caps, Green Singers, Silverbills, Stars, Shafitails, Cherry,
Red-headed Parrot, Painted, Heck's, Pileated, Grey Singers,
Pytilias, Bronze-ving and Black and White Mannikin,

b lebras, Gouldians, Pictorellas, Yellow-rumps, Chestnui-breasted,
Blue-faced Parrot, Pintail Nonpareil, most other Parrot finches,
205t slaller Mannikins and most Twin Spots.

E Society, Spice, Siskins, Golden Song Sparrovs, Diamond Sparrows,
Muns, Peter’s Twin Spots and Black Crested Finches,

6 Magpie Mannikins, and other large Mannikins, European Goldfinch and
small Tanagers.

J Pekin Robin, Silver-eared Mesias and other small softbills.

K Java Rice, Shama Thrysh, Saffron and Red-crested Cardinal.

L Diamond Doves, other small doves, Buajl and other softbills.
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NFS5 BAND

ORDER FORM
MAIL TO: DENISE CAPAZZI
, 280 BURNINGTREE ORIVE
1991 GROTON, CT 06340

NFS offers, to sesbers only, closed traceable aluminus bands. Available only
in the NS color of the year. Engraved with the initials "NFS®, size code,
year and nusher. No choice of nushers. All orders recorded for permanent
reference. Bands say be ordered in strings of ten, all same size, at a cost
of $2.25 per string, no shipping charge, Anticipate your needs to avoid
frequent re-orders, Orders vill be shipped within 30 days of receipt,

NOTE: Due to increasing losses in shipment, please include .75 for postal
insurance on orders up to $50 and $1.50 for orders over $50 up to $100. }f
you choose not to include this sum NFS will not be responsible for

replacesent of hands lost in shipsent.

S1IE § OF STRINGS SIIE # OF STRENGS
A 6 ——
B I
c K
b e L
e See expanded list of sizes

recossended for particular species
on previous page,

Total # of strings x $2.25 = + postal insurance ____ =

total amount enclosed

NAME NEMBERSHIP §

————————

STREET

ciry

STATE P - PHONE

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE WATIONAL FIMCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY,
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH

by Joe Heard

!
E e e L e T P e P L P e e 1]

I'n haaack! You really shouldn't encourage me but you asked for it!

My second show season vas even better than ay first - S0I more
points and eaough ribbons to aake nesting material for four pairs of Goulds
(they prefer the yellov but 1'e partial to the blue. They all cost a buncht
Thought 1 had a nev sutation, expeasive too! But the gold flecks disappear as
the juveniles moult out. 1'11 work on it and Leep everyone posted. Sex-
linked? In my case, probably.) 1t was exciting too but more about that as
follov. But you be the judge...well, zaybe not.

The shov in Omaha in Septesber 1989 vas a bit early but as usual the
early vore deserves every bird that he can get. Although there vere less than
fitty finches there my Black-cheek did pretty good. Net so good later but
that's a short story 1'l11 make longer, Turns out that bird was just starting
to fill out. This past year she had her own Vita-Lit= and dressing rooa. All
she needed vas several good baths and a longer tail. Viola' This year 1 plan
on entering my very own vhite Shafttail ¢no, the bird). The =arkings look
kinda funny but 1've kept her vith Black-cheeks for tvo years now. Tell me
there's no lead in that gold paint (and the glue tastes fumny, too...probably
old!)

Osaha gave nice avards too. Tha usual ribbons, rosettes, plagues (my
dentist loves it} and MEDALLIONS' 1 had no idea vhat to do vith a sedallion
s0 | tossed and turned all night...have you sver tried to sleep vith a
sedallion around your neck? Finally, after forever I eamaged to sleep...some.
Bince my canary friends vanted to get an early start back to Denver I
reluctantly staggered to ay morning ablutions. While ad=iring 2y caricature
in the airror it slovly (very) dawned on =e that 1 had been victirized by big
City crime as | slept. Some deranged (fellov traveler) intruder had branded
a2 on the left cheek (no, the mirror vas high...vell, for se it vas high -
see title)!! 1 tried 911 and vas put on hold. In frustration 1 tried Dial-A-
Prayer. No answer. Figures. Reluctantly, I realized that ay crise fighting
efforts vere eaking #e late so 1 began to scrape my face vith ey rusty
hunting knife. Viola, again! | knev I vould hava to sleep on =y solution to
this crize, Although 1've alvays vanted disples, the sad, uncospreheading
look as total strangers try to find sose way to cosplizent me on sy unsatched
disples ¢look, if you sleep on your right side don’t you have to turn the
eedallion over?) leaves me suffused with a vare glov. 1 know it’s prohably
Jjust the base zetal or tha old glue but it hasa't affected =y spatial
reasoning, no siree! Every time 1 look in tha eirror | resesber ahasf.
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Rocky Mountaip High

Although Deaver and Colorado Springs resulted in only consolation
prizes, the Colorado Springs ribbor sust have cost Martha a bunch, | Just
lova the Scottish background design. It seess o subtly change every time |
gaze at it. But I've had that probles a fot lately.

In an effort to get diverse offspring for this shov-season, [ have
traded sose stock vith sy Mississippi sotber-in-lav. By cocks just go vild
vith that Southern accent but all the Southern Bould hens do is whi sper
Coaspivatorially amongsi themselves. ..probably about tbe aanners of Northern
boys. But I keep hoping for an egq...any egg vhen I dejectedly gaze at my
Mason-Dixon captives. 1'a sure a sonogras veald shov 3 strange sound but the
systerious and sultry sounds 1 have heard from ay birdroom are only vaguely
fadiliar {yes, Chantilly there is a Virginia?)

ALL has not been unsuccessful in ay birdroos this yeir. Lots of
Cherry, Star, Diasond Firetail and Gould juveniles now grice ay spare
perches, but it could have been better, Early in the year, I vas losing a lot
of youngsters. I suspected a lot of things but nothing seesed to be the true
cause. fipally, I noticed the strange droppings (vatch the pellets, folks')
outside the cages, no less. Nov I know you won't believe me but contrary to
Il scientific facts and in accordance vith all aythological aostruss, 1 had
VANPLRE BATS in my belfry {really!?). Mell, Just Like ahand, I knev 1 could
solve this big-city crime! The canaries I got are a pain to feed, vhat vith
all their fruits and vegetables. The lovely song and the awful STENCH! but it
took sore than the canaries garlic, oh yes' I had to rearrange ay birdroon
and change nesting material and even my own diet (?) BUT it worked' The ney
aisles intersect at precise %0 degree angles and the nev brand of burlap has
d very effactive cross-stitch patiern.The fev bats that resained wouldn't
hold still for the dull sirloin stakes I tried to hamser into their furry
Little chests, but my vife still buys thes wvhen [ tell ber they're for the
birds (fills out ay groving caricature, though), The thing that finally
cleared my belfry still brings sailes of knowing amusesent to all vho see my
nev birdroon. Each cage nov has its own set of silver serving dishes. (Nov
you know why your ovn CPA charges so much.)

I'11 keep you posted or nev developaents wilh 8y gold Goulds, old
glue and nev silver) or is that OId Golds and silver Goulds? 1 can't
reacaber. Must be the bats. And ahaal.

======cz=szz=s S====z=zzssssssax NS SEESs=IrIEISSZzsxmmsmmmmms=

Joe sent this last October (E990) with a note that said ‘everyone seeas so
serious and sosber now, 1 thought it night help someone to unvind and zaile
Just a bit. T knov I'IL find sosething funay in the 1990 show season and I'l]
try to include that vith ay Mid-East finch exchange report." Soooso
friends....I guess ve can count on the roving CPA for my amising nevs. Nice
going Joe, and thanks. The Edi tor.
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LITTLE BIRD: THE HAPPY, HANDFED GOULD

"Tweet tweet!” Sure enough, the clock says 7:15. Lil Bit, the Jack
Russell Terrier gets up from her pillow bed and burrows under the covers
betueen two stone-like sleepy heads, "Tweet tweet'" 7:25. Right on tise, a
round greenish-grey body lands seftly on the pillow between us. *Tweet
tweet.® Good morning, Little Bird' A cock of the head to both of us in turn
and the beak disappears into the back. Little Bird becomes a ball of
feathers.,

As far as 1'm concerned, Little Bird is a miracle. From the tiae I
heard sy friend Sharon's voice on the other end of the phone line asking me
to handraise the fBouldian chick she had rescued from the floor of the aviary
on the eve of New Year's Eve 1991, until he fledged, 1 never expected the
pathetic thing te live. 1 had been keeping birds for just over a year at the
time and was up to about thirty-five finches and one cockatiel. (Note ny
great self-contrel --only 35!) My CFW and Florida Fancy lebras had thrilled
me with chicks in the house but this tise 1 vas acmmy, responsible for the
life of a creature for whow nature had not prepared ae.

Goodness, the little thing was pitiful, if net down right ugly.

The eyes were open but the crep didn't look right. Sharon called Brenda
fieesey who; as usual, offered her expert advice, She estimated the bird to
be aboul ten or eleven days old but she didn't extend such hope. We fed the
bird before I left for howe; this was the second feeding. I vas excited and
nervous during the 30 ainute drive home and truly expected to find the worst
when I opened the box upon arrival. One hurdle down, it was still breathing!

I moved the bird to a plastic margarine container lined with
Vissues, [ put this inside a plastic hox which had a ventilated top (aade for
saall animals) and placed the bex on the counter in ocur bathroos. I turned
the baseboard up full and crossed ay fingers, legs, and arss.

Feeding tise arrived. Still alive! (It's not that I hadn't checked
on him every twe seconds in the aeantise.) I mixed the foraula with hot vater
in a Pyrex cup. To keep the mixture vara I put the cup in a pan of hot water
and carried it to the bathrooa. The chick ate right off the end of 3
toothpick. To avoid the possibility of aspiration, I was advised against an
eyedropper or syringe, The chick ate so well I was afraid I was over feeding!
Thinking saaller, frequent meals were the best bet, I got up every four hours
the first night to feed the chick. Each time I was sure he vould be dead, But
no, he viggled vhen I touched the box to open it.

Qay 2: Chick greeted ae with gaping beak, and a bit of a screas—-
‘Feed ae!" I still wouldn't get my hopes up.

As with any endeavor 1 embark wpon, I turned to finding as much

38 Continued on page 40
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#udiaiest WARNING ABOUT WOOL! #¥#sddxs

by HMHarlene Ayres

L ot e e e o e =5 R v =

1 bought sose rav wool {at 70 cenis 2 pound) from a local farmer, 1
nade sure that he had not treated his sheep vith pesticides for extermal
parasites. That vas proven tree, evideaced by the neserous ticks in the
fleece. 1 could not bring eyself to give the “rav® vool to sy birds, Besides
the begs, it had a generows asount of bedding hay in it and pleaty of good
ol *fashioned dirt. 1 vashed a fev handfels in hot vater and dish soap, riesed
it in sore bot vater, and dried it in the sum. Fearing that the veol eight
get tangled around the birds’ feet, 1 tried breaking the individeal strands.
They seesed to break quite easily. When it vas dry 1 offered it to a fev
pairs of finches {(Gozlds, Shafttails, Silverbills, and lebras) along with ay
esual shredded berlap. NOWE of the birds used the wool first. Shafttails wsed
sose of 1t, but only vhen the supply of burlap vas exhaested, S5till fearing
the possibility of foot entanglesent, 1 kept a close vatch on thea. All went
fiee for avhile... then during chores one sorning, 1 noticed that the sale
Shafttail had a fluff of vool tangled on one fool. | resoved it vith tveezers
and then checked the hen. She, too, had a fev strands of vool tangled arousd
her foot. Needless to say, 1 vill not be using wool, vashed or othervise,
for nesting material again.

EEon= o o e e e o e e e e G 2T
Editors notes Marlene sent a letter to a fira that is videly advertising
vool as nestiey material asking the following questions. She got no reply.

1. What hreedi(s) of sheep are you taking the veol frou?

2. Have the sheep ever been treated vith pesticides for external parasites?

3. s this shorn vool or tefts gathered fron fences, etc.?

4. Do you offer any other type of nesting saterial to your Gouldians or do
they build their nests entirely of wool?

5. Do you have any other species of finches esing the wool?

£, Wmat percentage of the eggs laid in these nests acteally hatch? 1 an
concerned about the nateral lanelin in the wool clogging the pores of the

eggs.
7. Have you ever had a probles with the wool tangling around the mestlings

legs?

Her questions represent valid kinds of inqeiries aey serious aviculterist
shoald comsider vhen purchasing nev supplies and/or products.
Fitd 3 st ittt et L A L L e T e ]
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about caring for ay new charge as I could, Dut came the back issues of the
nuserous bird magazines to which 1 subscribe, Pay dirt, I discovered an
article profiling a long-tise finch breeder which included his handfeeding
formula. Next thing 1 knew, we were conversing. When 1 described the bird and
its behavior, he told ae the bird was doing great and he expected no
probleas. Relief! He added that he pulls his chicks for handfeeding at ten
days of age and feeds thea only about five times a day, not at night.

I quickly learned to tell when the bird's crop was eaptying and
found that the S times a day schedule was just right for his. The chick’s
crop 1ooked less like a bubble about to burst, but 1 still wondered if
feathers would ever grow there.

Well, they did and now that he had some protection, I began holding
Little Bird more as 1 worked at ay computer, surely not conducive to getting
a lot of work done. (Hey, he won't be a chick forever, 1 thought.) After his
last feeding each evening Little Bird nestled in the front of ay bathrobe or
the collar of my shirt. 1 was so afraid fo crush hia 1 hardly msoved.

¥hen he becase strong enough to hop around I added two low perches
to Little Bird's house. He took right to thea when 1 placed him on one,

After a fev days he used them exclusively, returning to the floor of the box
only to eat. At this time he was alse increasingly anxjous to be with us, No
longer did he let us returp him to the box without a peep, Uh-oh, a teenager.

The day Little Bird fledged--well, he flew out of his plastic box
and landed about a foot away onto a towel on the counter (relief}. Lee and I
vere the proudest of parents. And I ran off to the hardware store for special
cage-building supplies, Well, Little Bird basn't seen the inside of that cage
yet. He graduated directly from his box to a ficus tree in the living room.
All the birds live there. Lots of glass lets in Iots of light and sy green
thusb makes the birds feel right at home, So, Little Bird roosts in the
evening before we go to bed and in the morning he makes the short trip to the
bedrooa, *Tweet, tueet'"

Until the age of eleven weeks Little Bird was just a fluff of
feathers--sort of a green Chickadee or Snowbird. We looked at the bird, at
the picture of a grown Gouldian, back at the bird, and shook our heads, No
way. Little Bird could never grow up to look like that' In a matter of days
thiz changed. Little Bird’s body sliased. And he started trying to sing,
taking little hops in place on my finger or serenading Lee from his shoulder,
- curtain rod, or high atop a cage, In no uncertain terms Little Bird announced
that he/she/it vas a he, .

Though he lives at liberty, Little Bird is quite well-behaved. He
hops on or off a finger as needed. And while we were concerned about the
inevitable seeting of Big and Little Birds (the cockatiel is really named
Ami but Lee has a habit of making up his own name for everyone he knows) ve
needn’t have vorried, In fact, Little Bird established his superiority from
the get up. Now, Little Bird tried to chase Asi off Lee's shoulder. What he
lacks in size he makes up for in noise and his devilish sense of fun, Aei
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svitches rather than fights: sha shuffles across Lee's chest to the other
shoulder. Actually she deserves the recospense for her nickname is B----y
Bird. But they couldn’t hate each other too wuch. They're often found in
the bedrooa on top of Ami’s cage perched on a teddy bear's head.

As for Little Bird’s cuisine, he is  fantastic eater. While Ani
acts insulted vhen 1 offer her anything. When 1 pour cereal and ailk into a
bovl, he juaps to the edge and drinks and sunches. So I chop up the hard-
- boiled eggs. ln'a fev ainutes he's crunching shells and has a yellow beak,
Nov I can eat. Next ha becones king of the pile of Romzine, freshly rinsed
and vaiting to be distributed amongst the cages. At lunch he shares 2 carrot
vith se. At dinner, "Cornbread, please.®

To vash it all down? He'll 1and on a hand near the sink and cock
his head, "Please may 1 have a drink?" and sip right from the faucet. Mow if
you cup your hands and let a pool collect...bath time!

As Little Bird cuabersomely flies off with three page’s worth of
the edges of computer paper I realize that the reason 1's sp fond of hia is
the same reason 1 love my five kitties, dog, and best friend Lee. They are
all perennially cheerful and happy. He's a sisple visp of fluff, happy--
sisply happy. "Tweet-tweet!®
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FINCHES: ALl kinds. Dosestic and isported, Will ship, Send SASE, A-1 Aviary,
5503 Avios Aveaue, Orlando, FL 32009 (407) 1352 1593 1

AUSTRALIAN FINCHES: All domestically bred. Most closed banded. Dvis, Red
Headed Parrots, Shafttails, Stars, Gouldians. Also Cordon Bleus, Eric Rilk,
3203 Enisgrove Drive East, Palm Harbor, FL 34683 (813) 787 2165 ja

FOR SALE: Owl Finches, Nf5 close-banded 1990. 4 fesales, 1 male. Parent
raised. $75 each. Also | pair of Peters Tvinspots. $200, Call Peggy, (508)
462 7388. (Mass.)

GOULDIAM FINCHES: VYellow and Red heads, at reasonable prices. All
domestically bred vith great care. Also sose chocolate and fawn Societies
available. Call Joe Ca aarato at {CT) (203) 874 3137

GOULDIANS: Parent raised in outdoor aviaries. Norsals and mutations. Also
some hand-fed and tase. Joleen Chrestensen (305) 583 Sa54. 50
Please note: 1 typed Joieens' phone nuaber wrong and I's sorry. Now it's
correct, please try again. The Editor.

NFS SHOW CAGES: #1-assesbled, unpainted $20/painted $30; #2 - $25/435;

823 - $35/447. Lages are top quality birdh plywood. Exteriors are gloss black,
interiors your choice of vhite, beige or light blue. Special cages for larger
softbills also available. Reasonable UPS shipping. Call or write; Narlene
Ayres, 836 1/2 McClane Farm Road, Washinpton PA 13302 (4)2) 746 1384 sz

WANTED: Male Melba Finches, Male Gold-breasted Waxbills, Fesale Parson
Finches, Female Mapoleon Weavers. FOR SALE: English and lrish show Iebras;
normal, fawn, silver, cfv, pied ard black-breasted autations. Reasonable
prices. Marvin Yoder, P. 0. 8ox 98, Accident ND 21520 (301) 746 8665 ma

WANTED: Hen Saowy-crowned Chat (Thamnolaea corenata). Buy or trade for sale.
Gibson, 7036 N.E. Wygant, Portland, OR 97218 8j

FOR SALE: Red 8ill Hornbills, $125 each. Bali Mynahs, $200 each; 55, %250,
perait required. Male Turquoise Tanager, $ 75. Domestic Persa Touracos,

$200 each. Parent raised: Peters Tuvinspot, $100 each. Breen Stravberries,
$125 pair. Mormal Gouldians, $40; White-breasted, $60 each; Splits, $30
each, WANTED: Fesale Emerald Toucanetie, Jeff Puryear (004} 589 1103, aa
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EG6 SHELLS, dried egg yolk, soy protein concentrate, lettuce seeds,
nutritional yeast, spirulina, etc, plus informative nutritional charis,
recipe ideds and catalog FREE or with egg shell sample, $1.00. AviBio,

Box 115, Annandale, VA 22003 (703) 256 2273. "j

BIRDS AND SUPPLIES: Affordahle seed, cages and supplies. Small breeder/owner
of Canaries, Finches, Parakeets, Cockatiels, Lovebirds and Conures. If ve
don’t supply it, ve can get it! Call or send a SASE to: Trailside Aviaries
and ALl Pet Supplies, P, O, Box 583-NF5, Springfield, VA 22150--5893.
Karen (703} 922 1763, if

SDULDIAN VARIETIES: Help me (nearly!) sell out of my collection. After 20
years, 1 need a hreak! I vant to hold on to a fev, hut cut back radically, to
hobby levels. I can sell about 20 pairs of proven breeders (sose approaching
three years old) plus three dozen or more young approaching breeding age, or
virtually every autation available: vhite-breasteds in green, blue, yellow
and silver (near-vhite} body varieties, plus purple breasted hlues, yellovs
and silvers and vhite-breasteds and yellows and vhite-breasted yellows split
to blue. 1'nm offering these at legitimate "going-out-of-business” prices.
(Also have cages and flights to sell, if you can pick up}. Terry Dunhaa,
Avian Genetics Co, 813 527 0252. Please call only B-10 p.m. E.5.T.

FINCHSAVE CLASSIFIED ADS

NEEDED: New hlood for Cherry Finches. Could use two extra hens. Jose
Aleman, A-l Aviary, 5903 Axiom Ave., Orlando, FL 32809 (407) 352-1393

NEEDED: White Eyes (losterops) and Swee {Dufresne’s) Waxhills for FINCHSAVE
hreeding program, Jodie Davis, 7721 James Madison Hvy., Sainesville, VA
22085, (703) 754 9643,

WANTED: 6rey Singing Finches for breeding program. Young preferred.
D. Cahral, (5080 586 3293.
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BENEFITS OF JODINING
THE NATIONAL FINCH AND_ SOFTBI SOCIETY

The Mational Finch and Softbill Society is dedicated to the preservation of
all finch and seftbill species.

I. Dur bi-sonthly Bulletin connects you with other finch and soitbill
keepers around the country. It includes articles on diet, breeding,
sanagenent and the experiences of cther aviculturists. WFS keeps you abreast
of the news on legislation.

2, NFS has a program named "FINCHSAVE'. The goal is to establish and
paintain all finch and seftbill species in American aviculture. All mesbers
are encouraged to enhance the propagation of finches and seftbills.

3. NFS maintains an amnual census that can connect you vith other
breeders for the purpose of exchanging information or breeding steck.

4. Nf§ offers, to members, closed, traceable, leg bands,

3. NFS has an affiliation progras. Your club can affiliate and receive
plagues and rosettes as show awards, Non-show clubs can affiliate and receive
service avards for mepbers. Speakers are available, with slide programs that
feature finches and softbills.

6. Each year NFS holds a National show. All sembers are encouraged te attend
and participate. An International Patronage Exchange brings awards from
foreign couptries.

7. NFS has a Judges Panel, composed of individuals vho have completed the
apprenticeship program. All judge by the NFS Standard of Judging, are
approved by the Beard of Directers and are available te local clubs.

B. NFS has established exhibition standards for; Cordon Bleu Maxbills,
Gouldians, Green Singing Finches, Java Rice Birds, Shafttails, Society
Finches and Zebra Finch Standards, Lavenders, Star Finches, Fire Finchrs,
Diamond Sparrows and Pekin Robin Standards are now “in the vorks".

9. NFS sponsors 2 "Championship Exhibitor® award progran and a
*Champicnship Bird® program, Both reward high achievesents on the show bench.

1. “Finchshop®, the sales division, offers various items for sale to
members. The prefits are used to support the Socigty’s other programs.

JOIN NITH US . . .SEND IN YOUR APPLICATION . . TODAY !
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Iy
THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAKE

ADDRESS

cImy STATE 1IP

PHONE NUMBER NEW WBSHP ____ RENEWAL ____

Dual-$20.___ Junior-$7.50___ (Under 16 yrs.)

CHECK DME: Single-$13. _

Please list second name for dual meabership.

Canadian and foreign subscriptions are mailed first class.
Please send US funds. Canadian, add $5.00, foreign, add $10.00.

EES=XIZX

Please give us some more information about vou !

pecies of finches and seftbills you are interested in:

Please check the topics that are most interesting to you in the Bulletin:

sanagesent exhibition

nutrition breeding

conservation classified ads NFS nevs L notes

MAIL TO: RUSSELL ARMITAGE, JR.
345 Boston Road
Middletown, CT 06457

c/o NFS Membership Services
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NEW HAGEN BIRD DUCT — A State-of-the-art nutritional bird supplement

CONCENTRATED FULL SPECTRUM VITAMIN, MINERAL
AND LIMITING AMINO ACID SUPPLEMENT

- Ultra tine highly palatabie pawder does not cake over time

~ Penetrates soft foods for accurate dosage administration

- Contains 14 vitamins and 9 minerals missing In most diets

— Extra vitamin C and E for increased breeding and as antioxidants

— Calcium gluconate carrier adds reguired calcium deficient in most supplements

— Exotic frult lavoring without added sugar which can promote pathogenic organisms
— Lysine and MethionIne amino acids improve diet protein quality

— Unlque eomblination ot enzymes and agiditiers to improve digestion

— Micro-encapsulated Beneticlal Bacterla (Probloties) keep bBlrds in top condition

- Signlficantly Improvas the growth ol handieading bablas

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR
LOCAL PET DEALER

Years of formulation and {jeld testing have resultedin
the most advanced avian supplement. Prime has
excelled above all other supplements in providing all
species of companion birds with their required
nutrients. Prime is not a dumping ground tor every
nutrient known to man, however, Ingredients were
selected strictly on the basis ot need. This results in
higher levels of those nutrients truly needed by birds.
For most accurate dosage administration, we rec-
ommend Prime be sprinkled over your bird's lavorite
fruits and vegetables.

THE BEST WAY
TO ENSURE TOTAL
NUTRITION FOR ALL
CAGE BIRDS

OISTRIBUTEDBY. DiSTRIBUE PAR
USA ROLFC HAGEN (U 5.4 1 CORP.. Manshikl. Ma. 02048
CAMADA ROLF C. HAGEN IMC.. Montrdal. Oue HAR 1E8

46



DRINK TO COMPLETE
UITRITIN & MINERAL INTRKE

AVit ron@ Delivers Elpht

Essential Vitaming In The Blrd's Water.

These can be critical, Because birds use
vitamins rapidly and can't always rely on
seed to supply their needs.

Important B Complex vitamins, for exam-
ple, are found in seed hulls. Unfortunately,
the hulls ysually end up on the bottom of the
cage . . . along with the B Complex vitamins. A
lack of 8 vitamins may resuit in nervous and
digestive disorders, curly toe paralysis and
weakness.

Some seed mixes, on the other hand, are
just vitamin poor. They lack guality and
proper seed variety. And even the very best
can lose their potency during storage.
AVITRON helps make up for this by helping
to prevent problems such as Impaired
vision, poor muscle development, unhealthy
skin, soft eggshells, rickets and excessive
bleeding due to

Avimin’
VImln Supplies Six
Essential Minerals In Water Sofuble Form.
That makes AVIMIN more effective and
convenient than most other mineral supple-
mants such as cuttlebone, blocks and pow-
ders because the bird gets a balanced varigty
of mingrafs every time it drinks.

AVIMIN helps promate strong bones, sturdy
#0gshells. healthy skin, balanced body fluid
and muscle tone. And alds in reducing the
possibility of anemia, rickets, goiters and
slipped tendons due to mingral deficiency.

So fill your bird’s cup with
water, AVITRON and

AVIMIN. And let it drink to
good health.

vitamtin shortages.

Lambert Kay-

CRANBURY, NEW JERSEY 08512-0197
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To purchase, fill out the form, check the items vanted, total the amount and
send a check made out to NF5 in the exact amount to:
FINCHSHOP, c/o Jerry McCawley, 400 Charles St., Luzerne, PA 18709,

If you need more information, call (717) 286 0529.

NEW ITEMS
__NFS PLASTIC WATER BOTTLE & 6.00
With an extension tube. Holds 1B oz
To fill show cage water dishes or
for you on that next marathon run.

__NFS SECOND OFFICIAL FIN. & 6.00
NF5 Logo and Red-headsd Gouldian
Nale, six colors, gold edge.

1990 T-shirts, § 15.00
A white Shaittail, "National Finch
and Saftbill Society" in blue.

10* vide logo, 1001 cotton shirt.
Sizes, M, L, XL and a few XIL.

__ERIC PEAKE L1THOGRAPH $ 50.00
*The Diamond Sparrow”, signed and
numbered by the artist.

SHOM CAGE BLUEPRINTS

__M Cage (Finches up to and
including Zebras)

__¥2 Cage (Finches larger than

$ 4,00

__NFS NAME BADSE §5.00
Print nase at bottoa of fora.
Meabers only.

__BULLETIN BACK 1SSUES each § 2,50
Any six issues $ 12,00
Bee January/February issue
for index of articles.

1985 all & issues available.
19B6 a1l & issues available.
19B7 all 6 issues available.
1988 all 5 iswsues available,
1989 all & issues available,
1990  all 6 issues available.
Include months and year on order.

__NFS DFFICIAL MUG $ 6.00

NFS Loge & Java Sparrov

__NF5 FIRST OFFICIAL PIN
NFS Lego & Iebra Finch

§ 5.00

__NFS HANOBOOK S0L0 ouT
Editing is complete and typing is

lebras) $ 4,00 progressing on the nev version.
__13 Cage (Softbills) $ .00 Yetre sorry for the delay. 1f you
can help, call Martha Wigaore.
__AL] three cage plans % 10.00
__ NF5 ARACART T-SHIRT $ 12,00
_small __sedium __large _x-large
“a.e NFS HbShP- NO._________
Address
City State Zip Phone

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING T
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Forti-Diet:
Better Nutrition From
KAYTEE.

Instead of merely
“fortifying"* like the
others, easential
pitrients are added
to Forti- Diet accord-
ing 1o a precise
soientific

devedoped by

There's no worry
about one being
deficient. Or one

being overpowering.

The most important
benzfir is the elimi-

nation of the guess-
work normally

& 1990 Kaylee Producis. i, 113




