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ARE YOU A BIT TIMID ABOUT WRITING 7

Jon Hoffean, our Second Vice President, and well-known BIRD TALK coluanist,
has volunteered to help you! In a letter to me Jon wrote, “since some people
are shy about writing and aren't comfortable about their ahility to write,
perhaps they could subait the outline or sketch of what they vant to say, and
then 1 can put it inte ad edited-form of article for thes. The procedure
aight te that a breeder sends me the information or calls me to discuss what
they vant to say. | then write it up and it goes bark to the treeder for
approval. The breeder makes notes of any clarifications or requests for
changes and sends it back to me, ] put it inte a final fora and send it to
the bulletin editor for publication.?

This is a very generous offer and I hope many mesbers who have hesitated to
write for the bulletin will be contacting you soon Jon' Thanks. The Editor.
Send your ideas o Joa at:

1226 §. 6th Street

Louisville, KY 40203




CHARLES ANCHOR
630 Lake Park Drive
Addison, IL 60104
{708} 543-3757

LAURA BEWLEY

Rt. 2 Box 1t30
Mounds, 0K 74047
(918! 366-7427

BRIAN BINNS

97 Bent Lanes
Davyhulse, Wr. Uraston
Nanchester, Emgland
M3t ZW2

HAROLD BDWLES

3402 Hilliams 5t
Narietta, GA 30052
(404) 973-1790

DR, VAL CLEAR

t001 Nartin Drive
Anderson, IN 46012
{317) 642-0735

EARL COURTS

1807 K, E. Colburn
Lee's Susmit, M0 64083
(818} 524-0921

CLARENCE CULBELL

Rt. 3, Box b1-7
Springtown, TX 76082
{B17) 523-5368

DR. A. E. QECOTEAU
P. 0. BOY 389
Groton, MA 01450
(603} B78-4391
Panel Chairman

DAREN DECOTEAU

F. 0. Box 389
Groton, NA 01450
(603) B7B8-4391

RADDY GABEL

BOO Gist Avenue

Silver 8pring, MO 20910
(301} 5B5-3647

BRENDA GEESEY

125 W. Jackson 5%,
York, PA 17403
(717) B54-2604

CECIL GUNBY

g121 Highway 54
Sharpsburg, &4 30277
(404) 254-1261

KENNETH GLNBY

B0O3t Highway 54
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
(404) 251-2B77

JON HOFFMAN

1226 5. Bth St
towisville, XY 40203
(502) 634 9240

STEPHEN HDPPIN
383k Hidden Acres Circle
No. Fi, Meyers, FL 33903
(B13) 997-2237

RAY JOHNSON

175 Stoneridge Way
Fayetieville, GA 30214
(404) 461-BET75

CLAYTON JONES
P, 0. Box 266
Soquel, CA 93073
(40B) 728-B&7h

HAL M. XOONT?

2604 Auburn Ct.
Bakersfield, CA 93306
(BOS) B72~1083

JOSEPH KRADER
24692 Paseo de Toronto
Yorba Linda, €A 92687
(744) 996-5538

BRIAN MANDERICH
4743 E. Hedges Ave.
fresno, CA 93703
(209) 255-6508

JUANETA MC LAIN

2052 N. Fayettville St.
Ashehoro, NG 27203
{319) 495-3075

Judge Emeritus

CONRAD MEINERT
1212 €. Cr. 300 5
Warsaw, IN 463B0
(219} 269-2873

HiLL1AM 6. PARLEE

F. 0. Box 1B&O7

E. Hartford, €T O0G11B
(203) 152B~-1458

NARTY VBN RAESFELD
1135 Chapman 5%,
San Jose, CA

{408) 9B5-2712

35126



GEORGE NARREN PAUL 5. WILLIANS
28 Chedvorth Crescent 701 Bonegal Drive

Paulsgrove, Papillion, WNE 68046

Portsmouth, England (462) 339-87172

PO6 4ET

NARTHA NIGMORE MOTE: For sore inforamation on the
3010 Wezel Circle

Colo. Springs, C 80916 Judges' Panel, comtact Or. Al

(719) 574-1594
Decotear, at the address above.

TO ALL CLUBS WHO WILL BE CONTACTING AN NFS PANEL JUDSE:

PLEASE...Be sure that you are using this current list. 1t is up to date.
Sosetimes addresses, phone nuabers, etc. change and all other lists are now
invalid, Thank you for your attention to this.
0r. &l Decotean.
June 1, 1991

Please reseaber that your “reneval date* is on your address label. Check it
and please keep your membership and your correct address up to date. It']1
save tiae and money if Russ doesa't have to send reminders te you.

RENENALS AND ADORESS CHANGES SHOULO BE SENT 70:

NFS Meabership Services
Russell Araitage, JR.
345 Boston Read
Middietown, CT  0B4S7

BAND SECRETARY IS MOVING !
NEW ADDRESS FOR:

Denise Capazzi, NFS Band Secretary
9 Eagle Ridge Drive

Gales Ferry CcT 06335

New Phone: (203) 464 6£961.
PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF THIS ‘!¢

R S S S S T T S S S N s T R e e T S = — —
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Pure, natural. and cleaned . ..

finest cuttlebone availablel

small 6”-77 « medium 77-10" « jJumbo 107-13" » mixed sizes

51bs. at $3.90 perlb. = $19.50
All orders prepaid and shipped frelght collect  order51bs)

We alsa feature QUICO

oW Lary and Softbill Diets 31bs. $13.90
n - 9. .
poc¥9%0r® LORY LIFE & 155 $25.50
“Os\':t\:‘""op\d

3ibs. $35.00

ORY LIFE NECTAR 105 s67.50
Also other softbill diets avaitable.

with addition of fresh fruits, these are complete diefs.

i .v15.00
sanovaos OP RAY MILLET ° G2y
SOAK & COOK for parrots

CUTTLEBONE PLUS
644 5. isls Ave., Dept. A, Inglewood, CA 90301
(213) 776-6486
Dick Schroeder
breeder of softbills. rare lores. and pet parots

Orders Only (800} 747-9878 o FAX (213) 348-0011

and i
Breeder
Prices
Available

NEED A RAFFLE ITEM 2

Contact Jerry McCavley about raffling one of the Eric Peake “Biamond Sparrov"
lithographs at your show or other event. T-shirts, vater bottles, the new
Geuldian pin and other FINCHSHDP serchandise also available,

WE NEED ADVERTISERS 1

The Bulletin costs about $1000 an issue to publish and distribute and it is
not paying for itseif. PLEASE, consider running an ad or ask suppliers that
you deal with to consider runming an ad. The rates are very reascnable,
considering that each issue is seen by about 1600 very interested finch and
softbill fanciers. Rates are published on the *Classified ad® pages. Thanks.




RODDY GABEL RECEIVES AFA AVY AWARD
U. 5. First Breeding Award for the
Rufous-backed Mannikin

One of the sost important avards for one of the most significant
achievesents in aviculture recently vent to Roddy Gabel of Silver Spring,
Maryland.

In January of 1996 five Rufous-backed Mannikins (Lonchura bicolor
subsp.} vere hatched in his birdroos and raised to maturity by their parents.
Later in that season the pair raised more chicks and those were NFS closed-
banded. In the vinter of 1990 Roddy reported amother pair vas successfully
raising chicks. In the AFA Watchbird issue of April/May 1991 an excellent and
comprehensive article® by Roddy vas published, detailing the taxonomy,
distribution, description, diet, and breeding of this species,

At the recent AFA annual convention Roddy received the coveted AFA
"AVY" avard as recognition of his successful first United States breading of
this species.

H you will took back at Roddy’s autobiographical sketch in the
Karch/April 1990 issue of the NFS Bulletin you will get a sore cosplete
summary of his extensive background in aviculture. Considering his Haster's
degree in avian physiclogy, his nine years as the aviculturist for the
endangered species breeding programs at the Patuxent Wildlife Research
Center, (the U. 5. Fish and Wildlife Services Laurel, Maryland facility), his
previous publications and his recent stint as a science editor, then of
course, his success as an aviculturist and his skill at docusenting it come
as Ao surprise,

Last fall he becase an NFS Panel Judge and has quickly become a
favorite vith affiliated clubs. He is knovledgeable and articulate and has an
easy-going de#eanor that makes the exhibitors and the birds comfortable.

1 have known Roddy for a nusber of years and it is with great
pleasure that I congratulate his on this breeding success and the avard he
received for it. | vant to finish off this complimentary commentary by saying
that Roddy is also a genuinely nice person vho is always villing to listen
and to help, vhether with the birds or vith the Bulletin and 1 like hie a
lot, and he tells great jokes, and he is a good drinking companion. Kice
going Roddy'

The Editor.

toaFa policy is to authorize reprints of articles provided EXpY BSS
written permission is obtained from WATCHBIRD. 1 have written to the AFA home
office and hope to soon receive peraission to reprint this excellent article.
The Editor,




PORTRAIT OF A FINCHSAVE DIRECTOR

by Linda 0Oja

¥ho is this persen who thinks she cam run the FINCHSAVE progras?
Well I'I1 try and tell you as best I can. First off I'a a transplanted New
Yorker vho has adapted very well to the slower pace here in Virginia. I can't
honestly say that I've raised birds since childhood, but birds have played a
part in my life since I vas a child. The only pet my mother vould allov in
the house vas her pet canmary. He was tame enough to and om yeur hand for a
treat. My father nased hia Hammering Hank as he was a vigorous singer. Still,
1 vould have preferred a budgie. Another time [ resesber visiting sy Aunt and
being totally fascinated by her Java Rice Bird. They were very popular then,
Hoa said “No. birds are too messy'. Seo I remained birdless but often enjoyed
vatching the city sparrows and pigeons. I reseaber ay uncle finding a baby
pigeon vhich he hand fed. When I vas nine I got to own a pigeon for a vhole
day before he became pigeon stev. I refused to eat that day.

As a teen-ager | vent to live with my grandmother who also had a
strict oo pets' policy se my interest in hirds became dorsant at that time,
After obtaining a BA degree in Art I decided if I vanted to eat I'd have to
Bake & ierlous carepr choice, Occupational Therapy becase ey choice because
i1t allowed #e to use some of ay creativity and help people at the same tise.
[ attended YCU in Richmond and my husband and 1 decided to settle down in
Yirginia. One of our first acquisitions was a dog or tvo or three, but no
birds.

We eventually aoved to Mewport News, bought a house and started a
family. Mothing really enusual about that. Then ope day we visited amy sister
in Nev York and she happened te have a producing pair {(are there any other
kind?) of lebra Finches, She asked if we vanted a pair. Well if I had said
*no" then 1 might have saved ayself a lot of work cleaning up feathers and
seeds and FINCHSAVE programs. Of course T vanted thes. However they digd not
survive the frip back to Yirginia. If it all endad therg, 1 would not
presently own over 73 finches and be in this pradicasent.

1 DD NOT consider wyself & finch expert. Yes, I have been successful
breeding the easier species such as Gouldians, Strawberry Waxbills, Javas and
Shafttails but the Owl Finches are giving me a challenge. 1 vorked an
organizing a statewide Finch Group because I felt there was a need ior
knowledge and coaeunication in this area. Cthers also expressed the feeling
that {inch breeders were in the minerity at many bird club meetings, if they
were fortunate enough to have a bird club in their area, I started oub by
trying to find finch breeders and fanciers within our state vith the thought
af setting up a listing te be used for finding and selling birds and sharing
information. The response was very revarding, and I vent on to develop a
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nevsletter as vell. 1 am Vice-Chairsan of the Peninsula Caged Bird Society,
and my newsletter began as a finch coluan in the club's publication, The
Perch, With encouragesent from club Chairman Dick Ivy I began ay own
nevsletter, The Virginia Finch Forus, which he publishes and sy daughter
Kristi illustrates.

The Finch Forus now has subscribers from other states. Although !
have limited experience breeding finches 1 try to find information aboat
various species, including cossents from breeders vhen possible. 1 also

encourage others to share their successful breeding experiences through our
newsletter vhenever possible,

When Brenda Seesey asked me to be director of the FINCHSAVE progras
1 didn't knov vhat to say. 1 was very flattered hut [ vasn't sure | vas ready
for this. 1t is the support of my fellow aesbers in PCBS, Virginia Finch
Forus and NFS that has given me the confidence 1 need to undertake this
project. I must also add that I have a very supportive and tolerant family
vhich keeps me going.

1 have not edited Linda's comments hecause 1 think her gentle and sweet
nature comes through her words and I vant the NFS seabers to get to know her
personally as 1 do. You can tell froe her statements that she is dedicated
and hard-working and that she has the best interests of the finches and the
finch-keepers at heart. 1f you have previously enrolled in FIXCHSAVE and have
not heer reguiarly in contact vith the former director or if you have
hesitated to enroll 1 encourage you to contact Linda nov. She and her group
of assistants are vorking to sort out the records and would welcome an update
from you. The Board of Directors is hoping for a report at the Noveaber
seeting and it would he helpful if you vouid take the first step and
introduce yourself to Linda. The Board thanks all who have tried in the past
to make this progras vork and wishes the nev director and her group great
success, They will need your help. The Editor.

NEW FINCHSAVE DIRECTOR

Linda Dja

Z68 Exeter Road
Newport News, VA 23602

(804} 874 a8581.




Know

Because thereisn't any bet-
tert S0 they feed their cage
birds Petamine™.

scientifically formulated, nu-
tritionally balanced and uni-
versity tested, Petamine 1S a
mixture of natural seeds and
© includes all the essential vita-
mins and minerals to help you
breed better birds.

Canaries, parakeets, finches,
parrots, cockatiels and love
birds will be healthier, stronger

diet of Petamine.
Petamine promotes brilliant
colorful plummage,
stimulates song and
makes moulting faster
and easier. It will even
help your adult birds

breeders w,
just don’t

any better.

produce more fertile hatch-

able eqggs.
Since 1948 Petamine has been

the bird food of
champions. If
you're feeding
your birds some-
thing else, you
shouid know
# petter. Petamine.

Petammne by Keliogg is avaiiable
in50z,2b.5lb,101b.and 25
b, packages Cali or write for
and more vigorous with adaily  the dealer nearest you. Other
fine Kellogg products include:

)

Budgimine™ « Para-
keet Seed e Canary
Seed o Finch Seed o
Parrot Food e SONg
food e Cockatiel Food
e Handfeeding Diet o
Fortified Cage Bird
Foods e Kellogg's

Ke logg lnC.Treats & Seedies

Seeds & Suppiies

322 East Florida Street e Milwaukee, Wiscorsin 53201 & 1-800-792-3504 Ext. 492



BREEDING CUTTHROAT FINCHES
Amadina fasciata

by Fred Cotterell

To sone folks, it seems that these West African finches are "hard®.
[ guess [ consider these little birds, the Cutthroat Finch, a challenge.

I an a recent "convert® to birdkeeping, changing over from fish
keeping, breeding and showing. For the past six years I have been involved
with the Siamese Fighting fish and its wild cousins of the Gerus Betta and
faced a lot of challenges in keeping thes. 5o, vhen I was told that
Catthroats were "hard" 1 decided to work with these finches and to succeed at
breedirg thes.

1 acquired my pair through two local shops and set them in a cage
with a wicker basket, aineral block, grit, nesting material, seed and water,
then I started ay research. I read everything 1 could find on the species.

Everything [ read contradicted vhat folks vere telling me. They all
said it was an easy bird, a good beginner's bird. What? Then vhy wasn't
snybody breecieg thee® keli, it seems inat this Bivd is casier Sought thar
bred, | decided tc persevere.

I foung that our Cutthroats vere quite capable nest carpenters and
soon had eaptied the box of nesting saterial and vere adding bits of greeas,
millet stalks, and some leaves off a spider piant that hangs near the aest.

It was soon discovered during this pericd that a faverite supplement
was actually a part of their diet, These little fellows love sealvorss! Mine
will consuse 8 to 12 per day; more when feeding young.




Courtship is short and sweet. Although Cutthroats can live up to
their name in relation to other birds, as one of our pet Budgies found out,
they are pretiy gentie towards their sates. The hen, vhen ready, will
approach the male, and he will reply with 2 little dance 2nd song before
aating occurs.

My pair laid 3 eggs and 19 days later they began life in the cage
with their parents. The young matured and [ noticed the young male had
already begun to have the red ribbon slash, setting him apart from the young
hens.

We noticed that vater, seed, and live food consuaption alsost
doubled during the rearing period. 1t seems as though ve put seed in the cup
in the norning and by the next morning it vas eapty. Same with the watering
tube.

The young have a distinctly louder begging cry than our Iebras. At
one day old their cries could be heard throughout the house.

To sum up ay experiences with these finches,] would say that they
are a joy to own and are fascipating to breed. All one needs to do is study
thea and then give thea a {ry!

Thanks Fred, for the article and the artwork! In your research did you find
nuserous mentions of Cutthroats having a history of egg-binding, particularly
probless with soft-shelled egqs? Did you add anything to their diet to
counteract this tendency? 1t happened hers, years ago, with the first {and
only} pair we had. Me actually thought the hen was dying after 24 hours of
heat and oil applications. She iaid down on her side and as we watched, the
aushy egg slid out! dne of those moments no finch-keeper could forget! Giad
it didn’t happen to you! The Editor.

it
AVIAN TRADER CLASSIFIEDS |

100% OF OUR SUBSCRIBERS READ THE CLASSIFIEDS!

* Buy, Sell Trade Your Birds. Equipment, Supplies, Etc.
* Subscriptions $7.00. Ads 35 cents a word or number.
- * Ads due the 25th of each Month. $7 Minimum per Ad.
* Ads can easily be updated and kept current with no
¢ penalty. No long waiting period
* * Published Monthly. Mailed 1st Class.
* We accept Checks and VISA/MASTERCARD.
\ * For Sample Copy send business size SASE.
X
MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS and ADS to: ATC, P.O. Box 6215-NF,
Traverse City, M| 49685-6215 Fax #(616) 946-9317

o 2]
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NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY
AFFILIATES, DELEGATES AND SHODW DATES

THE MATIONAL FINCH AMD SOFTBILL SOCIETYS' NATIONAL SHOW: Movesber 14 - 17,
In conjunction vith the 43rd National Cage-Bird Exhibition, hosted by the
Mid-Nest Cage Bird Club at the Hyatt Regency Hotel - Dearborn, Michigan.
MFS Panel Judge: Earl Courts. For inforsation call : Patrick Vance,
(313) 443 90643, For hotel reservations: (313) 593 1234.

ALABARA

Central Alabama Avicultural Society; Danny Hall, (205) 491 8503
Shov: Awgust 30 - Septesber 1, 1991,

Heart of Dixie Canary Cluh; Irene Miller, {205} 64% 4524
Shov: Qctober 19, 1991 Mohile, AL Panel Judge: Stephen Hoppin

CALIFORM1A
Aviary Assn, of Kern Co.; Hal Koontz, (B03) B7Z {063
Show: Decesber 7, 1391 Kern, CA  Fanel Judge: Clayton Jones

Capitol City Bird Society; Helen faudle, (918) 933 1619
Show: Dctober 19 - 20, 1991 Roseville, €A

Finch Society of San Diego County; Sharon Russell, (£19) 274 2093

Fresno' Canary and Finch Society; Richard Lujan, (40B) 984 1453
Shov: October 25 to 27, 1931 Fresno, (A Panel Judge: Joe Krader

Goiden Gate Avian Society; Mary Payne, (413) 449 8719
Shov: Moveaber 13 to 17, 1981 Tracy, A Panel Judge: Marty Von Raesfeld

San Oiego Bird Show, Inc.; Janice Pritchard, (619) 442 1154
Shov: Moveaher 2 % 3, 1991 Oel Mar, CA Panel Judge: Brian Binns

South Bay Bird Club; &regory Aden, (213) 379 2418
Shov: October 19, 1991 tLawndazle, CA  Panel Judge: Clarence Culvell

‘COLORADD

Colorado Cage Bird Association; Martha Wigaore, (719) 374 15%4
Regional Show: Oct. 19, 1991 Colerado Springs, CO Panel Judge: Martha Wigmore

Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture; Donald Locke, Jr. (303) 289 5721
Show: Noveaber 1 - 3, 1991 Denver, (0 Panel Judge: Marty von Raec! -
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CORRECTICUT
Connecticut Association for Aviculture; Chris Yoronovitch, (203) 649 8220
Show: October 26, 1991 Day's lon, Meridien, CT  Papel Judge: Jon Hoffsan

Neu England Finch Fanciers; Russell Araitage, Jr., (203) 346 5873
Shou: Moveaber 30, 1991 East Martford, CT Panel Judge: 8remda Geesey

FLOR10A
Aviary & Cane Bird Society of South florida; Len Brower {305) 331 3468
Repional Show: August 24, 1991 Ft. Lauderdale Famnel Judge: DOr. Al Decoteau

Eyotic Bird Club of Florida; Walt Perry, (407) 532 7434
Show: Moveaber 9, 1991 Indiatlantic, FL FPanel Judge: Stephen Moppin

Florids State Fair Exotic Bird Show; Claire Reso, {813) 482 5352

Gold Cogst All Bird Club; Cynthia Patten, (407) 439 £582
Show: October 29, 1991 ft, Lavderdale, FL Panel Judge: George Marren

Greater Brandon Avian Society, lec.y Liliian Nount, {B13) 886 5492
Show: Septeaber {5, 1991 Tampa, FL  Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

Jacksonville Cage Bird Assn.; Jerri Meisenfeld, (904) 731 7173
Show: Septeaber 21, 1991 Jacksonville, FL  Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

§§pcoasf Avian Society; Joe Ventisiglia, (Bl3) 397 9391
Nosting the KAYTEE GREAT ANERICAN BIRD SHOM, Dctober 4th and Sth, 1391
Belleviev Mido Resort Hotel, Clearvater, fL Fanel Judge: Stephen Mopgin

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society; Dale Laird, (407) 657 7989
Show: October 12, 1931 Orlando, FL Panel Judge: Nilliaa Parlee

GEORG1A
Georgia Cage Bird Society; Cecil Gumby, (404) 254 1261
Show: HMoveaber 2, 1991 Atlanta, G6A Panel Judge: 8renda Gepsey

HARAE]

Honoluly Canary and Finch Club; Cynthia Pregana, (BOB) 456 3793

Shou: Homolulu, N1 Fanel Judge: Brian Binms
ILL1ND1S

6reater Chicago Cage Bird Cluby  Jane Muscato, (708) 305 %043
Show: MNoveaber 2, 1991 Rolling Meadow, IL Panei Judge: Dr. Al Decoteau

12



Ilini Bird Faociers: Toa Rood, (217) 774 5265
Show: May 1B, 1991 Shelbyville, 1L Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

National Institute Red-Orange Canaries; Catherine Miegele, (219) 922 1146
Show: Novesber 29 - Decesber 1, 1991 Elk Grove Village, IL

Panel Judge: Jon Hoffaan

Sprinafield Pet Bird Club; Robert Huff, (217) 522 4164
Shov: Septesber 14, 199 Springfield, It Panel Judge: Or. Val Clear

IHDLANA
Indiana Bird Fanciers; Or.Val Clear, (317) 642 0795
Show: October 12, 1991 Ft, Mayne, IN Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

West Central lndiana; Ton Rood, (217) 774 5265
Shov: August 10, 1991 Terre Haute, IN Panel Judge: Jon Hoffman

1WA
Mid-America Cage Bird Society; Rhoda Shirley, (515) 243 2255
Shows October 5, 1991 Des Meines, 1A Panel Judge: Earl Courts

KANSAS
Kansas Avicultural Society; Marilyn Galvan, (316) 524 B128
Show: October 12, 1991 Michita, KS Panmel Judge: Paul Milliass

KENTUCKY
Central Kentucky Cage Bird Society; Mac Lewis, (502) &35 5168

LOUTSLAMA
Gulf South Bird Club; Evon Kruse, (504) 641 5510
Show: October 18 - 20, 1991 Mew Orleans, LA  Panel Judge: Milfias Parlee

HARYLAND
Baltimore Bird Fanciers; Oeb Clark, (301) 242 B471
Show: Dctober 19, 1991 Towson, WD Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

Maryfand Cage Bird Association; Theresa Brown, (301) 735 7662
Show: September 2B, 1991 Timonius, WO Panel Judge: Roddy Gabel

MASSACHUSETTS
Massachusetts Cage Bird Association; Kia Rendigs, (508) 540 2248
Regional Show: Dctober 19, 1991 Mansfield, WA Panel Judge: Roddy Gable

Boston Society For_Aviculture; Denise Cabral, (508) 5856 3293
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KICHIGAN
Mid-Michioan Bird Club; Mary Tervilliger, (517) 463 5695

Nid-West fage Bird Club; Patrick Vance, (313) 443 0643
Show: Hosting the National, Movesber 14-16, 1991 Panel Judge: Earl Courts

Motor City Bird Breeders; Fatrick Vance, {313) 443 0643
Regional Show: Oct. 26 & 27, 1394 Detroit, M1 Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert

Secigty of Canary and Finch Breeders;  Bro. Anthony Michael, F.5.0.,
(616} 247 0049, Show: 0ct.19, 1991 Westland, M Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert

H1550URT
freater Kansas City Avicultural Society: Chris Bunsherger, {818) 46} 5582
Srow:  October 19, 1991 Kansas City, MD  Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

Heartiand Lanary and Finch Cluby Earl Ceurts, (816) 524 092

Shows October 28, 1931 Lawrence, K5 Panel Judge: Paul Williass

Missouri Cage ird Associatiom;  Dennis Burhans, (3143 441 B52%
Show:  November 2, 1981 FEureba, N0 Panel Judge: Jon Hoffaan

MEBRASKA
Greater Osaha Cage Bird Society; Elbert Traylor, (402) 435 7866
Show: Septesber 28, 1991 Osaha, KS  FPanel Judge: Jon Hoffsan

NEW IERSEY
South Jersey Bird Club; Raysond Passare, (201) 291 9224
Show: Detober 5, 1994 Panel Judge: Roddy Gabel

Birds of a feather Avicultural Society; Larry Delorenzo, (508) 927 5494
Show: Septeaber 21, 1991 Panel Judge: Br. Al Decoteau

few Hapshive Avicultural Suciety; Larry Delorenzo, (508) 927 5494
hoyr October 12, 1991 Kudson, MH  Panel Judge: Jon Hoffman

NEW_YOR
Astoria Bird Club; Lesiie Leber, (516} 431 9267
Show: Noveater 2, 1991 Hempstead, NY Non-Panel Judge

Finger Lakes Caqe Bird Association; Rema Rouse, (313) 252 7673
Show: September 21, 199§ MWaterloo, NY Panel Judge: Br. ¥al Clear
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Rochester Cage Bird Club; Jeanne Murphy, (716) 2B3 2145
Show: HNoveaber 9, 1391  Rochester, KY Panet Judge: Cecil Gunby

HORTH CARDLINA

Charlotte Metrofina Cage Bird Societys Manda KcCoraick, (704) B2S 1972
Show: Septeaber 7 & B, 1991 Hosting the "Carolina Classic Bird Show", co-
hosted by the South Carolina Bird Buddies and the Palmetto (S.C.) Birg Club,

Charlotte, NC Panel Judges: Sept. 7, Conrad Meinert and Sept. 8, Earl
Courts,

OHIO
Cleveland Cage Bird Society; Maureen Kehozonek, {218) 234 7674
Show: October 12, 1991 Parsa, OH Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

OKLAHONA
Bird Fanciers of Oklghoma; Gene Willer, (405) 382 7066
Show: September 2B, 1991 Gklahoma City, 0K Panel Judge: Clarence Culwell

OKLAHOMA CAGE BIRD SOCIETY; Lawra Bevley, (91B) 369 2580
Shows October 26, 1991 Tulsa, 0K Papel Judge: Laura Bevley

PERNSYLVAK]A
Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Society: Jerry McCawley, (717) 2BB 0529
Show: October 26, 1991 Camp Hill, PA Panel Judge: Cecil Gunby

(hester County Bird Breeders; Kris Kroner, (215) 62B 4143
Shov: Septesber 14, 1991 King of Prussia, PA Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

Oelaware Valley Bird Club;  Kris Kroner, €215) 628 4143
Show: Koveaber 9, 1931 Montgomery County, PA  Panel Judge: Jon Hoffaan

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society; Or. Lindsay Clack (412) 323 7235
Show: Noveaber 2, 1991 Mashington, PA Panel Judge: Roddy Gabel

Philadelphia Avicultural Society; Rick Szlachta, {215) 635 2097
Show: Koveaber 23, 1991 Intercourse, PA  Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

SOMTH CAROLIMA

Palaetto Cage Bird Club; Earl Ovens, (BO3) 855 3193

douth Carolina Bird Buddies; Earl Owens, (B03) 855 3193

Show: Septesber 7 & B, 193t Charlotte, NC Co-hosts of "Carolina Classic®
w/ Charlotte Metrolina (N.C.), Panel Judges: Septeaber 7, Conrad Meinert;
Septeaber B, Earl Courts.
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TENNESSEE
Niddle Tennessee Cage Bird Club; Eva Duffey, (£15) 36 5949
Show: October 26, 1991 Nashville, TN Panel Judge: Ray Johnson

TEXAS

Bay Area Cockatiel L Cage Hird Club; Karol been, (409 737 §557
Show: September 7, 1991 Galveston, TX Panel Judge: Ray Johnson

Capital City Cage Bird Club; Sarah Goodrich, (817) 491 2535
Shov: Octoher 12, 1991 Austin, TX Panel Judge: Harty Von Raesfeld

Fort Worth 8ird Club; Clarence Culvell, (817) 523 5568
Shov: October 5% &, 1991 Fort Worth, TX Panel Judge: Warty Yon Raesfeld

Texas 8ird Breeders and Fanciers Assp; Clarence Culvell, (817} 523 5568
Shov: Woveaber 1 & 2, 1991 Killeen, TX Panel Judge: Clarence Culvell

Nest Wings of Houston; Dan Easter, (713) 855 716l
Regional Show: September 21, 1991 Houston, TY Panel Judge: Ray Johnson

VIRGIK]A
Peninsula Cage Bird Society;  tinda Dja, {§04) §74 8581
Shov: Septeaber 2f, 1991 Wewport Wews, VA Panel Judge: Harold Sovles

HASHINGTON
Northvest Exotic Bird Society; Mancy White, (206) 523 3602

415004514
fadger Capary Club; Patrice Ripple, (414) 527 1980
Show: October 26, 1991 (ak Creek, W1 Panel Judge: Paul Williass

Milvaukee 8ird Society, Ltd.; Sue Feldstein,
Show: DOctober 5, 1991 Wilvaukee, W1 Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

INTERWATIONAL AFFIL]ATES
Budgerigar & Foreign 8ird Society of Canada; John Bennett (416) 472 5612
Shov: September 21, 1991 Toronto, Canada  Panel Judge: Brenda Geesey

CANADIAN WATIOWAL SHON  Pickering, Ontario
Durhaa Aviculbural Society of Ontario; Viscent Woase, (416) 723 1978
Shov: Septeaber 27 - 29, 1991 ‘Pane]l Judge: Williaa Parlee

Essex-Kent Cage Bird Society; Alfred Wion, (519) 948 £399
Shov: October 19 & 20, 1991 Non-Panel Judge: Joha Bennett
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Nev Zealand Finch Breeders; Mev lealand, Mrs. €. M. Foster

Bueensland Finch Society; Queensland, Mustralia Gavin Dietz

lgbra Finch Society, England; Brian Binns, Manchester, England

D ALL DELESATES AND JUDGES: Please read the list carefully!! If you see
errors or omissions please call me at (717) BS54 2604 imsediately!
Thanks, Brenda.

MEAL WORMS MAJORA 2005 THROUGHOUT
1,000 ........... 4.50 T R ST
5,000 ... cerraaas 15.00 FEEOER INSECTS.

20,000 ........... 56.00

—~ FLY LARVAE

(PACKED 250 PLUS PER CUP)
500 ............ 8.00

............ . . CALLTOLL FREE
1- .2 -

MASTERGARD. 800-222-3563

VISA,C.0.D. A Crs Fog Ty oromm

mwmmmmmoxmsm

INCORPORATED
P.O. BOX 15001 ~HAMILTON, CHIO 45018
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CAGE BREEDING FINCHES

by Brenda Geesey

Before 1 begin to tell you hov we cage-bred finches, let me tell you
vhy ve breed in cages, indoors. We live in southeastern Pennsylvania and our
vinters can be very severe. Ne have chosen to work vith many species over the
years that could not tolerate being housed outside here, even in protected
flights. Ne live in a Victorian house, at the southern edge of a small city,
surrounded closely by rural faraland. Bur yard is visited freguently by
various pesty predators including possums, roving cats, dogs and ornery kids.
The ueather and the predators have made us decide that the birds are safer
kept inside.

For a feu years, at the beginning of our avicultural experience, ue
kept various species in community flights. Some held enly a single species
and some vere of mixed species. e have alvays kept good records of our
production and our aim has alvays been to produce exhibition quality birds of
uhatever species ve vere vorking vith. Very early in our wvork with finches
our records showed us that ue got more chicks of higher quality when ve kept
a single pair to a cage, vhether parent-raised or fostered. We soon abandened
the vse of mixed and single species flight cages, except for juvenile birds
aml testing matere pairs betveen breeding seasons.

Another brief digression before 1 talk about the "hov" we do it. If
ve count all the finch keepers around the world vho are successful there must
be thousands of us and that means that there are thousands of vays to do this
successfully. There is no absolute right or absolute wong. 1f it vorks for
you and your finches, that’s fine! By all means continue with your methods
in the belief that if it isn't broken it doesn’t need fixing. I never have
thought that | had all the ansvers and 1'm equally sure that nobody else
knows *all about breeding finches".

We travel a great deal each year to seminars and conventions, ve
read many publications and correspond vith many aviculturists and try to keep
an open aind. We are alvays interested in nev ideas and discoveries and often
- change the things that ve do with our flock. Mothing that ve nov do is
written in stone and everything is subject to change if we find a better uay.

This talk, in August of 1991, vill deal with vhat ue are doing nou
and hou ve are doing it now. With the amount of research and inmovation now
occurring in aviculture virtually everything could change overnight.

Dur flock usually consists of 200 to 240 finches and softbilled
birds of about 18 to 20 species. They are housed in our basement vhich is
about 40' by 20'. The basement is mostly belov ground level but does have
three vindovs at ground level which are open all of the time in the varmer
months to provide cross-ventilation vhich is assisted by exhaust fans. There
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are several sources of heat in the roos for the vinter months including a
vater heater, the furnace for the house and one radiator. There are also 30
sets of foor foot fluorescent fixtures which coatribute heat. The temperature
varies fros 52 F at night in the vinter to 95 F on a sumser day, At times in
the susser ve use a dehusidifier and at tises in the vinter an air cleaner,
as ve feel they are needed,

Al of the cages are "hoaesade® and are all vire vith no structural
supports, Some racks of five or sore have been sade vith a costinuous piece
of vire for the fronts, tops and tottoas and have just a single vire panel
for dividers. Me use 1° by 1/2° 16 gauge vire, galvanized after veaving and
ve find that it is rigid enough uithout frasing. Me use ferrules (J-clips) to
fasten the pieces together, cable ties for door hinges and 12® by 18° heavier
gauge door frases with snap-on plastic edge covers for the cut wire edges,
The ali-vire construction is lover cost, easier to do by yourself, at homa,
and easier to keep clean and to sterilize. The saallest cages that ve use for
2 single pair of finches are 24° by 24 by 24°. All of the cages are
suspended froa the ualls and there are no cage legs or anything else on the
ssooth cement floor. Ne can sveep the entire rooa in about 15 minutes. The
cages are hung from screv eyes vhich are screved into 2° by 4° boards vhich
are bolted to the semi-sacoth plastered, white walls, Some of the softbill
cages are as large as &' by 6" by 3' and these require support in the front
edge to resain level. We use a short length of chain up to a nail in the
rafters for this purpose, Wone of the cages have a solid floor or a tray or
pan, The cage floors are the sase type of wire and all debris falls through.
We keep no papers inside the cages, only a deep layer of fine, organically
grovn, unsprayed hay. We are very careful to remove soiled and wet hay on a
daily basis to prevent the growth of sildev. etc. We sisply drop the soiled
naterial on the floor and sweep it up. The hay is useful to us and to the
birds for it's sweet saell, it's pleasant appearance, the edible seed heads
and it's value as nesting and courting material. Many of the finch cages are
in tvo rovs, ome over the other on the valls and each has a fluorescent
fixture laying directly on it's ceiling. The lights are controlled by two
tisers, one for each half of the roon. The lights remain on a fixed schedule,
16 hours year round for optimus production. One half of the lights go off
fifteen ninutes before the other and ve have a 7 1/2 uatt night light on
continuoosly in each half of the roos. No dimsers seea necessary. The tubes
are broad-spectrus Chroma 50’s froa either 6E or Phillips. We see no need for
klgher priced tubes when the Kelvin output of these tubes is nearly equal to
tubes costing three times as much. The bottoa row of cages and their fixtures
are covered by a single layer of nevspapers to catch debris from the top
cages. This is also discarded daily. The creates auch less panic than
removing papers from inside the cages. All cavity nesting species are given a
3" cube nest box, made of plywood with a 1 1/2° high opening all the way
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Cage Breeding Finches

across the front and a 1id that lifts for inspection. We put a handfel of
cedar chips in the bottoa and a handful of hay on top of that and they build
their own nests from there. The boxes are hung on the outside of the cages,
near a top corner, with a ssall diagonal perch just im front of the box
opening. Cup nesters get a vicker basket, similar to a canary nest, but
larger, wired about 2/2 of the way up the side, in a corner, inside the cage,
usually at the front. Shy species have plastic greenery hanging in their
cages, screening the nest or nest opening.

We feed a seed mix that we make up fresh, in small batches. We use 2
parts of a premium finch mix, not one with artificial colors and/or treated
seeds, just fresh vholesome seeds. We buy it because it contains a small
portion of cut oats vhich ve find hard to obtain as a single itea. We add 2
parts canary seed, one part Siberian millet, one part German millet, one part
white Proso millet, one half part Japanese millet and in the vinter, one half
part Niger. In cages with fledglings we keep a separate dish of Japanese
aitlet as it is always the first seed that young finches can hull. Ye do not
use spray miliet as we feel that it is largely wasted. When fresh locally
grown greens are availatle in the varser menths we feed thes liberally but we
don'$ buy shipped greens in the winter as we feel that 4 day old greens have
very little to offer nutritionally. We grow dandelion, endive, coafrey, basil
and clover for the birds in the back yard. In the winter ve rarely feed any
greens other than cucusber which remains fresh and nutritious during
shipping. Undoubtedly the most valuable part of what we feed the entire
flock, seftbills included, is the eggfood we make fresh every day. Bruce is
the chef in this house and he distributes this eggfood, a scant teaspoon for
two birds, by B am each morning. (Thanks Bruce - from the flock and me'} He
uses 7 large eggs, boiled 12 minutes, cooled, peeled and dried. He discards
the shells. 3 tablespoons Viomate, 2 tablespoons of 91 X protein soy protein
isslate, 2 tablespoons of corn seal, 1 tablespoon of bee pollen, 1 tablespoon
finely ground cuttlebone, BOO international units of vitamin E and 1/2
tablespoon Hagen's Prime complete the mixture and he puts thea all in the
food processor together for a few seconds spin till the eggfood is the
texture of fresh corn bread crumbs. For birds whe are new here, we sosetismes
find it necessary to remove their seed dish for a few hours each sorning and
leave no other edibles in the cage but this eggfood till they learn to eat
it. for those hatched here it is the first thing they eat and they hang on
the doors waiting for it. We feed it on shallow saucers that are mon-porous
and ve keep thes at the far side of the cage from the vater dish. This
recipe, if not kept in a deep dish or allowed to get wet, will not spoil in
24 hours, instead it will dry out completely. We keep and feed small
sealvoras and waxvworss and for a few species these seem necessary either to
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€age Breeding Finches

bring thea into breeding condition or to induce them to feed chicks.-for most
they are a treat and a luxury. Each cage has a shallow, vide seed dish, the
eggfood saucer, and a broad, shallow, rough surfaced water dish. We use
plastic saucers (the ones that come with flower pots that resemble clay pots)
for water dishes so that the finches can bathe every day in a dish that has a
safe footing. We helieve that free access to hath water is very valuable in
keeping finches plumage immaculate. Each vater dish is scrubhed each day in
detergent and rinsed and returned to the same cage. The eggfood saucers are
vashed and soaked in a bleach solution as are the soft-food dishes the
softhills use. e "winnow" the hulls off the top of the seed dishes daily and
refill thes. The "throv-away” portion doesn’t get thrown away here, it keeps
the feeders outside full year round. Also each cage contains either a
cuttlebene or a salt/mineral block, sometimes hoth, All perches are natural
branches from hardweod trees that we are sure were not sprayed and did not
cose from a roadside location. We do a lot of cross-fostering and ve house
and feed the fostering Societies just the same as the more rare species.

We welcome visitors to see our birds and ve have quite a fev
visitors, year round. Since the aisles are narrov this results in the finches
and the visitors heing "up close and personal® and this has been an advantage
over the years on the show bench. Our hirds are steady and cala vhen being
tlosely ohserved and we have heen Champion Exhibitors in our divisien for
five consecutive years. e pride ourselves on producing high quality
specimens of the more comson birds such as Shafttails and Gouldians and on
our success with more difficult species such as Black Crested Finches and
Violet-eared Waxbills and Bali Wynahs. We are alvays interested in talking
vith aviculturists about their experiences and in sharing ours. We encourage
all finch keepers to join and participate in the Wational Finch and Softhill
Society so that we can all learn from each other,

Editor's Wote: This 15 the synopsis of a talk I was invited to give at the

seventeenth annual convention of the Aserican Federation of Aviculture. 1f

you do not helong to AFA, - JOIN TODAY !! A one year individual seabership is

only $20 and hesides bringing you & issues of the excellent "Watchhird®

nagazine it helps support AFA's conservation programs. Send a check today to:
AFA, P. 0. Box 56218, Phoenix, AI 85079-6218.

2



NEWS5 AND NOTES

JULY — AUBUST

The August aeeting of the Board of Directors vas during the AFA's
anfual convention. A quorus was preseat including Dr. Al Decoteau, Roger
0'Connell, Helen Caudle, (she took notes...thanks Helen), Jerry NcCawley and
syseif. | received votes froa three directors by fax, three by sail and two
by phone. We had guests including Kevin Goraan, head of the AFA’s Red Siskin
project, Jon Fink, one of AFA's CITIES Committme seabers and several NFS
seabers. e velcose guests and escourage seabers to attend this year's Jast
Board meeting and annual general ameabership aeeting to be held in comjunction
vitk the National Cage Bird Show.

The ainutes froa June were approved and printed in the May/June
Bulletin. Denise sent amother stunning band sales report. 4s of August 4th,
1991 she had ordered 22,000 1991 bands and seld 19,670 This is 242 orders by
198 NFS meabers. Bands will be available at the Kaytee Great Aserican Bird
Show and the National Cage Wird Shaw. 1f you return bands o Denise, BE SURE
10 USE A PADDED ENVELOPE!! In an ordinary envelope they arrive flattened.

Mariy von Raesfeld, our Corresponding Secretary wasn't present, 1'a
told they have a brand-nev baby and are guite busy. Al reported that Marty is
continuing to handle sowe of his correspondence with judges, etc.

Russ had been looking forward all year to this trip but he wasn't
able to cose. The evening before he vas to leave burglars broke into his
house and tock some ifeas and some cash belenging to NFS. The burglars found
his airline tickets and so the police advised Russ not to go. Everyone aissed
hia and the Board veted not to reguire him to repay the cash to NFS. If his
hoae-owners insurance cevers it, fine, and if not WFS will stand the loss.

In keeping vith his high standards of responsibility, he express mailed his
reports to me at the hotel! s of July 3, 1991 the balance in the treasury
vas § 13,516.92. Although this looks fabulous, RENENBER, we now have over 70
affiliated clubs and ve'll soon be paying for the plagues, etc. so the answer
15 N0'? e are not going to have a gigantic party!

The nuaber of aeabers remainz about 880 to 900 with soee coming in
from the ads running in the bird magazines. Froa August till Noveaber, (the
convention/show season) NFS gets aore new meabers than any other season. If
you would like to have brochures and other literature to distribute at shows
in your area, confact your Regional Vice President,

The affiliations are up to date, vith only one club pushing the
limits of the new deadline. The clubs that had not realized the prices had
increased have now sent in the additional fees and we're all set for the
seasofi. As of August 1, 199f we have 73 a#filiated national clubs and six
international affiliates,
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Dr. Al Decoteau reports that the Star Finch standard will be revised
with Jon Hoffean and Narvin Yoder assisting the original comsittee of
Clarence Culwvell, Gene Niller and chair, Bill Parlee, Kris Kroner, who is
Chairing the Spice Finch Standard Committee, says that a prelisinary report
vill be ready soon. The Pekin Robin Comsittee is proceeding, The Firefinch
Committee has submitted a proposed standard., BE SURE TD READ THE REDBILLED
FIREFINCH STANDARD IN THE NAY/JUNE ISSUE. 1t is isportant that ve get
comments on these proposed standards. Also, we need some input froa softhbill
keepers about the Indian Hill Nynah Standard. 1f you have an interest,
contact Al. A nev standard cosmittee has been formed for the Parsom Finch.
1t'11 be chaired by Narvin Yoder (he von the Kational a few years ago vith a
Parson} assisted by Daren Decoteau, Jon Hoffaan and Cecil Gunby,

Al introduced the Panel Judges attending: Roddy Eabel, Brianm
Nanderich, Dr. Val Clear, Brenda Geesey, and himself. The judge who failed to
respond for clarification of errors on reports did express mail an
explanation to this board seeting and that issue is now resolved, Tvo panel
seabers are overdue in renewing meaberships and will be resoved froa the
roster and the panel on August 16th if they do not renew, Dr. Clear inquired
about having the standards in a sore consistent fors. Martha Wigeore is at
vork on this project {(a part of her offer to re-do the Handbook} and plans to
have a preliminary copy for Al and Brenda to review by the first of Septesber
and tc have them distributed to all judges by the end of September.

At least two apprentices vill be taking the test this fall, and
perhaps there will be three. If you have an interest in this apprentice
progras, contact Al,

Tos Rood has the first NFS Champion Finch with his bred-and-banded
by-eshibitor Dilute Society ' A Iebra of his follows closely and Kris Kroner
is next vith tvo Magpie Nannikins,

Jerry continues to do an excellent job with FINCHSHOP and sales
are very good on the nev serchandise. Jerry spends A LDT of tise at the table
at these events and he vas the prisary person responsible for the booth in
San Diego. I have thanked his personally, for Bruce and se, and now I thank
his again, for the Society.

THE BIG NENS 15,,.NE HAVE A NEW FINCHSAVE DIRECTOR '’

Linda Oja of Newport News, Yirginia vill be the new director and she
will be assisted by an enthusiastic group of folks who have been active in
the Bird Clubs of Virginia vith their very successful *Finch Forus®. I's
delighted with their acceptance and 1"s confident of their ability to handle
it vefl, 1 feel the program has the best chance yet in their hands, 1 believe
that it is too big for any one person and too cosplicated for anyone with ne
experience. Look for the article in this issue introducing Linda.

My sincere thanks to all the people vho have done so such to get
this very valuable program to vhere it is today, Bill Parlee, Dr, Val Clear,
Nore Kopecky, Hal Koontz and Jeff Brissette and all the participants made a
dreas a reality and have kept FINCHSAVE alive through some trying times.
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Thank you for your work and your patience. Please...keep the dream going.
Contact Linda Dja, 268 Exeter Road, Mewport News, VA 23602 and tell her
hov you can help and what is going on with your chosen species,

Chris has shipped awards for the early shows and has the plagues and
rosettes on hand to be shipped for the rest of the season. They will be in
the hands of the delegates in time for their shows. Thanks for a geod job'

Miki has sent reneval notices to advertisers and letters to fifty
other manufacturer/distributors inviting thes to advertise in the NFS
Bulletin. She's targeting smaller business that may not need a whole page and
she is appealing to meabers: (a) to consider an ad for themselves; (b} to
send the names of businesses that they deal vith who might benefit from
advertising te the NFS aembership.

the geod news from the Publishing Comsittee is that the May/June
issue was mailed September 3rd and the July/dugust will be mailed by
Septesber 23rd. That will get the September/fctober issue out on time!
Hooray! Martha is saking progress on the Handbook, even though she digressed
to do the standards in a new format for the judges.

We're still locking for a Prometions Birector....could you help?

Jon Hof{man is compiling siides for an program tentatively titled
"Introduction to Finches and Softhilis®. He needs slides of some specific
species. If you can help, please call him. NFS will reiaburse you for copying
and give you credit in the progras. A decision has to be made on the format.
Should it be slides with an audic tape or a video. What do you think? Call
or yrite to Jon with your opinions.

Stephen Hoppin's Seutheast Regien regional show in Fi. Lauderdale
vas a sajor success! 208 entries! Dr. Al Decoteau, the judge, raved over the
facilities and the high guality of the entries. There was a good turn-out for
the regional mseeting which Stephen conducted. Len Brower, the delegate for
the sponsoring c<lub, deserves a lot of credit for a grand show.

Bartha Wigeore had a successful Finch BBO again this year. Joe Heard
and his vife hosted the gathering which featured a workshop on the NFS
standards. Martha circufated a survey to sesbers in her regien and has
inaugurated a new Builetin column from the responses. See "1 Was Just
Kondering..." in thiz issue.

Tom Rood's in the lead getting new affiliates for NFS - three clubs
this year. He sends roseties to all the clubs in his region at his own
pxpense and circulates a newsletter to all "mis" delegates tos.

At the end of the scheduled reports we have a discussion of "new
busipess”. This meeting we had three major guestions,

First, Martha Wigmore feels strongly that we should look for a new
editor for the Bulletin. T said that although 1 am very late now the payment
agreed to in June should be the solution to the probles. 1 also stated that 1
want very such to keep this job. The discussion included the fact that many
seabers have no contact with the Society but the Bulletin and clearly
indicated that the Board Nembers present have fielded many inquiries
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expressing disappointaent over the status of the Bulletin. Roger C'Connell
noved that ve give the present editor a fev more aonths to see if she can
catch up and if not that ve search for a replaceaent. Dr. Al Decoteau and
Nelen Caudle seconded the motion. A final tally of the Boards votes was: 3
vant a nev editor now, ID vant to keep the same editor for now. I vant fo
thank those 1D people for the vote of confidence.

Second: 1 have requests to print notices of non-affiliated clubs
shovs that vill be judged by NFS Panel Judges. Shall 1 print thea? 1t vas
soved and seconded that they be printed vith an asterisk or in a separate box
to indicate that they are non-affiliated. Final tally: 9 yes, print and
separate. 3 no, do not print. 1 abstaining.

Third: propose judges -for the {992 NCBS and 64BS. In a letter Brian
Nanderich reainded Al and 1 that in a Board meeting years ago he had been
noainated to judge GABS in 1992. | apologized for having forgotten that. The
Board agreed to re-noainate him te judge the 1992 Kaytee Great American Bird
Show in Houston, TX in October, 1992. Brian accepted my apology and the
noaination. The majority veting want to re-nominate Brian Binns for the 1992
NCBS. I will contact him and see if he is agreeablz. We need to work more
closely vith the board of the National Cage Bird Show, particularly their
secretary, Paul Hilliams, to insure that the cossunication lapses of the past
year do not occur again. Provided that Brian Binns agrees, he will be our
first nosinee for the 1992 NCBS in Oklahoma Lity, OK.

We had a discussion on AFA's proposal to sell closed traceable bands
for ail sizes of birds. A petition requasting that AFA veconsider and discard
thic idea wvas available for signatures and will be forvarded to the AFA Hoae
Office, P. 0. Box 36218, Phoenix, AI B5079-621B. Please voice your opinion.

Jon Fink (AFA CITIES rep) said that he felt that the "bird bills"
nov in the . 5. Hsuse and Senate vere very bad for finches and finch
keepers. He urged us to speak our ainds about thes to cur representatives and
senators. Ne hopes that FINCHSAVE will becose aore active and stronger. You
can reach Jon at: 1B91 E. Concorda Drive, Teape AI B52B2, phone (£02) 968
4B&9. On this subject, I have written an "editorial” that expresses ay
personal opinion in this issue. 1 hope you have foraed am opinion of your own
and that you comsunicate it to your congressional representatives.

Kevin Gorman (AFA Red Siskin Project) would like to work vith the
NFS finch keepers in the Red Siskin Project. NFS has supported this AFA
project vith a $300 donation and another enderseaent this year. Kevin
publishes a nevsletter vhich is very vorthwhile. You can reach hia at 204
Conrad Drive, Rochester, NY 14516. This AFA project is not conpected with
our own FINCHSAVE but is similar and it's focus is on one species.

Meeting ad journed.
Respectfully submitied, Brenda fHeesey
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MORE ABOUT SPROUTS AND SPROUTING

by tLaura Sherman

This article is written for the beginner in this hobby who is faced
vith soae of its rather unusual and unique probleas. No, 1 am not going to
solve the complexities of egg-food formelas, judging a bird's conforaation,
or even hov many mealvoras to give the (wl Finches vhen they are breeding!
But 1 do hope to make life easier for those of us faced with wanting to
provide sprouted seed to our feathered friends.

My trials with this little problea alone are worth ay concern for
others in the same situation! At one point ] even resorted to spreading the
seed between dampened fable mats' It vas not fun trying to scrape the sprouts
off and the table mats still have an unusual veb of dried sprout design.
figuring out how others managed to rinse the seed twice daily vithout losing
half of it down the sink was beyond me. Finally, the mold that appeared
because 1 couldn’t get ay sprouting containers into the refrigerator almost
did ae in {oo. The birds and 1 vere getting very little revards for all wy
eiforts,

Thank goodness for the "sharing-what-I-know" pecple in this hobby!
Sose good and generous soul wrote an article vhich suggested the answer.
Every begirner needs this sharing and support which is given freely through
the articles written by their fellow enthusiasts. Such advice is invaluazble
in saving {1se and birds teo. Enough said, wvhat follows is a direct and
siaple solution to the “seed sprouting wystery® of bird feeding.

1 knov this sound simplistic - i1t is! Go to your health feod store
and ask for a "Seed Sprouter®. These cost about $6.00 and come complete with
a wide mouth glass quart jar, three colorful lids with openings of various
sizes and instructions. For ay 39-some finches three jars mean that I never
have a day without fresh sprouts. [ store thea in the refrigerator, still ip
the glass jar. Read the instructions, get some fresh finch seeds and you're
in busingss. Your hirds will thank you.

4 few additional tips

-use your common sepse. If the vel seed doesn't saell nutty-like

(actually i} reainds me of fresh corn) after it has staried to show
sprouts then discard it and start over. Don't experisent with your
birds lives!

-fresh seed should begin to sprout within two or three days of after

the initial soaking period of 24 hours.

~sprouts only need to be 1/8* long to be fed.

-the suggested ratio of dry finch seed mix is about 1/3 cup per

quart jar.
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MORE ON HUMMINGBIRDS AND NECTAR

by Dick Schroeder

1 enjoyed Dr. Leli's article on Hummingbirds. The more humser
articles the better - but I'd like to point out a fee things. You really
don't have to feed fruitilies if you feed one of the modern formulas that is
coaplete and balanced, (such as Avico's Humaingbird Nectar), We imported 100
humsers last July and 100 more in February of this year, They have never been
of fered a fruitfly, 1 still have about a dozen left from the last shipment
{no, the others didn't die from lack of fruitflies!'} and they are doing fine.

Also, the need for glass feeders is over-played, Qur birds have had
plastic feeders since they were captured in Peru. There has never been any
sort of probles with contaminated feeders, He use tvo types, one is made as a
hunsingbird feeder, vith a screv-on bottos. This has a large capacity and is
great for feeding large numbers of birds, We used fifteen of these every day
while feeding 95 huamers'! The only drawback with these is that any solids
that fali out of suspension can't be reached by the birds because of a slight
recess in the botton. By far the best feeder is a medicine syringe, used teo
give sedicine to human babies, 1t's much like a hand-feeding syringe, except
it has a slightly larger diameter opening which allows all species of hummers
access to the nectar. Since the feeding orifice is at the very bottom of the
feeder all of the solids are accessible to the birds, ¥e paint the tips red
with fingernail polish. We use two sets of feeders. One is in the flight and
the other is washed with reqular dish soap and a bottle brush and is ready
for tomorrov. ¥e feed only once a day, but being near the ocean, (Dick lives
in Los Angeles) our temperatures rarely exceed 739,

Most of our customers mix enough food to fill an ice cube dray,
freeze it and thav whatever is required for a day's food, [ will agree that
nothing is easier to keep than a hummer, but vhatever the diet, they have to
be fed everyday. 1 don't want people to be “turned off" to keeping huamers
because they are reluctant to buy glass feeders and/or to keep fruitflies.
They need to know that nothing is easier to keep but few birds of fer more of
a challenge to breed.

Th: Dick Schroeder, Br, Ubalde Leli and Dr. Val Clear.

The teaptation gets greater each time 1 talk to any of you or read the things
you write. Someday soon 1 think Bruce and 1 will join the ranks of the
husaer-keepers. The fact that nov nev and complete formulas are available
sakes se more confident. The Editor,
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AN EDITORIAL, REGARDING THE BILLS
NOW BEFORE THE HOUSE AND SENATE

by Brenda Geesey

A friend resarked to se that 1 have been uncharacteristically silent
about the bills pending in Congress., | replied that 1 had read the bills and
read the propaganda published about the bills; 1 had heard the opinions of
knowledgeable peopie and the sore vehement opinions of uninformed people and
1 have sade up my mind as to my personal opinien. My friend wanted to know
why 1 had not yet spoken out. Considering that a few years ago 1 von an AFA
AVY Avard for sy "grassroots leadership® and out-spoken opposition to a bill
infroduced inte the Pennsylvania legislature it's a reasonakle question,

1 cannot and will not oppose of support any of the bills. H.R,

2541, H.R. 2340, 5. 1218 and 5. 1219 (I refuse to call them by their
"nicknases®, derived from their leading sponsors) are all seriously flaved
and are all lacking in essentials.

1 detest the vay in vhich the ieading proponents of each bill have
presented them. I refer particularly to the publication of pasphiets and
brochures in which each group steadfastly refuses te be objective and instead,
each portrays the other as villainous and malicious,

The only objective presentation 1 have seen, and a position which I
vill support, is the docusent prepared by the Aserican Grnithologists’ Unien,
This is the largest and oldest organization of professional ornithologists in
the United States. Representing over 3300 scientists fros each of the United
States and from 66 countries around the world, the organization is dedicated to
the study of birds and their conservation.

Quoting from the executive sussary in their "Recossendations on
Proposed Exotic Bird Trade Legislation*:

*Focusing primarily on the isplications for conserving wild bird
populations in the countries of origin as well as im the U, 5., seven
principles are developed to provide a basis for guiding an international {rade
in live birds. 1f theye is to be an international bird trade, the isportatien
of live exotic birds should:

1, be sustainable and not pose risks of extinetion for wild
populations of species that are imperted.

2. not pose significant tisks of transeitting exotic diseases io
native species, poultry, or other birds held for legitimate purposes.

3. not result in significant potentials for the establishment of feral
populations.

4, be consistent with U. 5. policies concerning the use of native
species.
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5. have regalations that are econcaically feasible, practically
enforceable, siaple and eifective.

Captive breeding of exotic species for aviculture should be:

&. self-sustaining and conducted humanely.

7. used &s a conservation strategy only as @ last resort, and if fully
integrated vith international preservation and reintroduction efforts.

None of the 1100 bird species threatened nith extinciior (Lollar aMd
Apdrex 1988) shoeld be inporied for commercial parposes.

The AQF recossends that the isporiation of exoiic live birds,
isclading the importation of birds reared in capiivity, shouald be corducted
oply if it car »eet the sevew geseral principals oatlised above. Fev of these
principals are explicitly addressed by either of the propesed bills to curb
the importation of exotic birds. Especially lacking are regulations to: (1)
decrease the risks of importing disease spidemics by improving guarantine
regulations; (2) slov the establishaent of feral populations of exotic
species; (3) eliminate ethical inconsistencies with U. 5. policies concerning
use of native species vs exotic birds, and (4) decrease the dependence of
gviculturists on the continued importation of wild-caught birds.

Because the iaportation of live exotic birds into the United States
for comsercial purposes has been demonstrated to have severe impacts on some
vild populations, the ADU recomsends the passage of a kil to curb this
practice. Baf the 40U does not tzke 2 position backing either of the fwo bills
because neither hill deals with all of the principals that we believe must
guide any trade in exotic birds. Enactaent of one of these bills could msean a
positive step towards the conservation of biolopical diversity, bul becasse
these bills are inconplete additional legislation will be mecessary.

The #0U believes an opfimal solatios fo the bird irade prablew frow
the standpoint of conserving wild populations of birds would be fo ewact a
poraforiae o» the isporfation of wild-casght birds to the Umifed §iates for &
fixed period of fime as so0s as possible. The ADU recommends & moratorium
because it is the most sensible stance in terss of its potential for
issediately reducing the detrimental effects of the trade in exotic live birds
on wild populations, its siapiicity and effectiveness of regulations, its
ethical consistency in treataent of native and foreign wildlife, and its cost
effectiveness.”

Contact Dr. Steven Beissinger, Associate Professor, School of forestry
and Environmental Studies, Yaie University, Mew Haven, CT 06511 [phone {203)
432-5120; fax: (203) 432-59427 for the complete text of the ADW's
recossendations. Contact your Congressman for the complete text of the bills.
Reag and study these documents. Form your own opiniens and communicate thea to
your Congressaan.

My choice is to support the ADW's position. This is not a statesent of
the position of the National Finch and Softbill Society, of which [ am the
president, nor that of any other person or group. ! alse support the
Constitution which guarantess free speech to each of us.
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"THE OVERSEAS PROJECT™
NATIONAL SHOW AWARDS

by Tom Rood

{Please excuse this early insertion of an “editor’s note but 1 vant you all
to understand that this "Overseas Project* - National Shov Avards - is REALLY
BY TOM ROOD !' 1 wean, he conceived this idea and he carries it out each
year, almost single-handedly...AND...this articlie about it is by his tos.)

Once again the NFS has been involved in an overseas exchange project
vith various cage bird clubs in England, Scotland, Australia, etc, I sust say
that the response to this year's project vas overvhelming. We received
nuserous beautiful and unique avards from these clubs. Nany of the awards
consist of colorful rosettes medals, plaques and diplonas. Nany of the avards
are quite unique; the type of awards we just don't see in the U, §..

In order to meet Brenda’s deadline for this issue I's not going to
list all of the awards now but [ will in a future issue, before the National
Shov. 1% is safe to say that all 10 finch and softbill sections listed in the
Mational catalog will be represented vith overseas avards, Several of the
tlubs that responded were Iebra, Seciety and Australian Finch clubs, so those
sections will be *hit® heavily vith specials, There will be some Novice
avards and sose Unflighted avards in several of the sections,

Be sure to bring sose birds to Detroit in order to win sose of
these!

And in case that’s not enough to lure you and your birds, Tos donated a
beautiful plague with figurines to be presented to the best Novice bird and
he organized a fund-raising drive that accusulated encugh soney to present a
nice avard to the best Bred and Banded by Exhibitor Finch or Softbill. Each
year he sends rosettes to each NFS affiliated club in his region (plus a few
others) for thes to use in their NF5 division in any vay that they vant. And
he has a nice vife and great kids, and he raises great birds!

Nice to know 'ya and thanks a lot Tos, The Editor (again)
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THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

HONOR ROLL
EXHIBITORS HITH 200
OR MORE POINTS

MRRTY WON RRESFELD 437
GENE & JUNE MILLER 423
TOM ROOD 352
CECIL GUNBY 43
RICHRRD LU/ZRN 313
HAL KOONTZ 310
BRENDR GEESEY 307
kRIS KRONER 219
STEPHEN HOPPIN 250
BRIAN MANDERICH 223
MRRUIN YODER 201

CONGRATULATIONS !
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Dr. Al Decoteau reports that he has had a request that we print this list.
1 suspect that he just vants to see it im print!  Amyvay, here goes....

Mational Cage Bird Shov
Atlanta, GA 11/16/90  Judged by loe Krader

Fresne Canary & Finch Club
Madera, CA 10/27/90  Judged by Marty von Raesfeld

Sunshine State €age Bird Society 32 exhibitors
Orlando, FL 10713/90  Judged by Cecil Gunby

Aviary & Cage Bird Seciety of South Florida 20 exhibitors
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 8/25/90 Judged by Stephen Hoppin

New England Finch Fanciers 21 exhibitors
Fast Hartford, C7 11/24/90 Judged by Willias Parlee

Baltimore Bird Fanciers 18 exhibitors
Towson, KD 10/20/9¢  Judged by Reddy Gabel

Banta Clara Yalley Camary & Exotic Bird Club 14 exhibitors
Sunnyvale, CA  11/24/90 Judged by Joe Krader

Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club 15 exhibitors
Mechanicsburg, PA 10/27/9¢  ludged by Stephen Hoppin

golden Gate Avian Society 20 exhibiters
Livermore, CA  10/3/90  Judged by Hal Keontz

Mid-Aserica Cage Bird Show 16 exhibitors
Des Moines. 14 10/6/90  Judged by Paul Williams

Fort Worth Bird Club 13 exhibitors
Fort Worth, 7Y 10/6/90  Judged by Dr. Al Decoteau

Jacksonville Cage Bird Society 8 exhibitors
Jacksenville, FL 9/29/90 Judged by Stephen Hoppin

Yes, 1 did notica that there are actually twelve shows listed
that two shows tied for Gth and two for 7th place?

248 entries

163 entries

156 entries

152 entries

145 entries

136 entries

136 entries

120 entries

120 entries

119 entries

112 entries

110 entries

. Did you notice
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43rd National Cage-Bird Exhibition

NOVEMBER 14, 15, 16, 1991

Hyatt Aegency Hotel
Deatborn, Michigan 48126
For Resetvations Call:
313-583-1204

The Keliogg Company wik gponsor the Divisian and Best-In Show Awards with tha beautitul
Ketiogg Trophiea and the Scannak Memorial.

The Midl-Wast {age-Bird Club will host this yaar's event.

The annugl memberghip masiting will ba heks on Seturday aftemoon foliowed by the Awards
Presentation Banquet et 8:00 p.m.

Members of the Board of Directors for the Mational Exhibition will all be on hand to axsist with
the check-in on Thursday evening and with the check-cut following the banguet on Saturday

night.

Judges selacted lor the show are:
Borgers......... Bart Raid (Scotiend)
Type Canaries Clarencs King (TX)
GIOSIBIS v e e Harry Marriott (England)
Hartz ......... . Margie McGea (CA)
Cld Variety Canares .............cu...... Giovannl Bartoncello (italy)
American Singers Joyca Yuhas (NJ)
Lypochroms Roberto Font (FL)
Melanin Robert Van Dorp (Balglum)
Parrots Conrad Mainart {IN)
Finches/Sotbills Earf Courts (MO)
Lovebirds Roland DuBuc (GA)
Budgengars Len Adams {IL)
Cockatlels Linda Rubin {CA)

Call the Hyazit for room resecvations. Doubles ara $89.00 per night.

Information on Commaercial Exhitsts can be obtained frorm Ray Johnson by calling 404-481.
8675 or Myron Makarewicz al 313-687-3082.
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GUIDE 7D ORDERING {991 NATIDNAL FINCN AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY CLOSED LEG BANDS

Thanks to the vork done by the Band Size Committee we are able to offer an
expanded list of suggested sizes for more species of finches and softbills.

We're hoping to get more updates from societies overseas in 1991, MWe also
velcone meabers suggestions for the list.

BIIE 70 FI¥ LEGS OF;

A Swall MWaxbills, Owls, Strawberry, Orange-cheeks, Red-ears, Gold-
breasted, Quail Finch.

B Cordon Bleu, Black-cheeked Waxbills, Fire, Cuban Melodious, Dlive,
Lavenders, Rufous-backed Mamnikin and others,

C Blue Caps, Green Singers, Silverbills, Stars, Shafttails, Cherry,
Red-headed Parrot, Painted, Heck's, Pileated, Grey Singers,
Pytilias, Bronze-wing and Elack and White Mannikin.

0 Tebras, douldians, Pictoreilas, Yellow-ruaps, Chestout-breasted,
Blue-faced Parrot, Piatail Nonpareil, most other Parrot finches,
#ost sealler Mannikins and most Twin Spots,

E Society, Spice, Siskins, Golden Song Sparrows, Diasond Sparrows,
Nuns, Peter’s Twin Spots and Black Crested Finches,

6 Magpie Mannikins, and other large Mannikins, European Soldfinch and
small Yanagers,

I Pekin Robin, Silver-eared Mesias and other small softbills.
K Java Rice, Shama Thrush, Saffron and Red-crested Cardinal,
L Diamond Doves, other small doves, Quail and other softhills.
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NFS BAND NAIL TO: DENISE CAPAIZI

ORDER FORM § EABLE RIDGE DRIVE
GALES FERRY CT 06335
1991 Phane (2030 464 6951

NF§ offers, to meabers only, closed traceable aluminua bands. Available only
in the NFS color of the year. Engraved with the initials °NFS", size code,
year and number. No choice of nuabers. All orders recorded for permanent
reference. Bands may be ordered in strings of ten, all same size, at a cost
of $2.25 per string, no shipping charge. Anticipate your needs to avoid
frequent re-orders. Brders will be shipped vithin 30 days of receipt.

NOTE: Due to increasing losses in shipment, please include .75 for postal
insurance on orders up to $50 and $1.50 for orders over $50 up to $100, 1f
you choose not to include this sum NFS vill not be responsible for

replacesent of bands lost in shipment.

SHIE ¥ OF STRINGS SLIE § OF STRINGS
A &
B R J I
c e K N
b L N
E e See expanded list of sizes

recossended for particular species
on previous page.

Total ¥ of strings _______ x $2.25=___ t postal insurance _____ =
total amount enclosed ____ .

NANE NEMBERSHIP &

STREET

c1TyY

STATE ip - PHONE

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY,
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Gary Clifton, Editor
Legislative Updalte - Federal

Twao bilis addressing the bird trade are now helore
Congress, Bnd it is of utmost imporiance thal
turisis contact their federal legisfators w show support
for the EXOTIC BIRD CONSERVATION ACT
{FIR2541 2nd 51218) proposcd by the Cooperative
Working Group on the Bird Trade (CWGEBT) aller
threeycars ol study and pepotiation, and at the same time
voice opposition to the Wild Bird Prolection Act
(HR2540and §1219) pm}aoscd by Defenders of Wildlife,

umane Socicty of the United States (HSUS) and a [ew
other "animal rights" groups. This "lockalike” till
Fmposcd by these grougs is intended toset the stage lor
urther restrictions avicolturists would fnd intoterable.
Both bills were introduced by Rep Studds (phone 202
226-3533) and Rep Beilenson (phone 202 225-5911),
who should also be contacied w hear the concerns of
Erivﬂl.c aviculturisis. Phone calis, to be effective, should

e followsd up with lerters.

Partivipames in the CWGBT include AFAL AAV (As-
sotigiion of Avian Veterinarians). AAZPA (Amernican
Association of Zoological Parks and Aquariums),
APWA (American Pheasant and Waterfow! Associa-
tion), Audubaon Society, ICBP (Iaternational Council for
Bird Preservation - # federation of 330 bird conservation
organizations), PIJAC {Pet Industry Joint Advisory
Council), TRAFFIC{USA} and WWF (World Wldlife
Fund). Until the tast minute, HSUS {Humane Society
ofthe United States), SAPL (Society fir Amimal Protew-
tive Legislation) and AW {Animal Welfare [nstituie)
participated. .

Unlike the Deleaders bitl, the EXQTIC BIRD CON-
SERVATION ACT {HR2541, 81218) is designed to
promate captive breeding and worldwide conservation
sirategies. Among the key differences, the Exotic Bird
Conservation Act seis a rational five year phaseout of
wild-caught birds fur the pet trade rather.than an imme-
diate halt called for in the Defenders bill, This provides
time {or aviculturisty to improve production Lo meet
dumands of the pet trade rather than causing immediate
rurmoil in the market and an unimaginable increase in
smuggling to mectdemands that do not diminish because
of fegislation.  Adter Lhe phascout period, a registration
system with provisions lor sutomatic approval would
allew avieulterists 1o obtain wild-caught birds for breed-
inﬁl urposes. THIS REGISTRATION WOULD APILY
ONLY TO THOSE I'ERSONS WISHING TO OBTAIN
WILD-CAUGHT BIRDS FOR BREEDING STOCK
AFTER THE FIVE YEAR PHASEOUT. No marking
requirements arc involved for domestic-bred birds or
birds importcd priar to phaseout, no repistration is re-

AFA in brief

(602} 945-7736

July 1991

quired tor beeeders vniass they wish w oblain wild-
caught stock alier the phascaut. The Delenders bill, ap
i other Band, would require marking of ALL BIRDS
except ciananics, budgies a3l cockaticls,  This would
apply W all imported birds, no matter when imported.
and 1o domestic produced bitds s well,

Ranching {u managed program of habital enhance-
ment rather than destruction to provide a sustainable
harvest of some of the young) can provide ceonomic
incentives to protect habital, This iz consistenl with
conscrvation strategies and provided for in the Exotic
Bird Conservation Act, but under the Delenders hilb
there i= no prowision for importation of ranched birds
thus no ceonomic neentive by profoet habital,  The
Defenders bifl seeks 1o limdt teade anly, wvith na regurd
ur "prolustion” Tor wild birds or their habitat, Addition-
ally. the CWGET hill {HR2541, ST218) allows citizens (o
[ile suit against e pavernmmena in cases of alicged viola-
tions orfailure to enforee the act. Under the Delenders
bill, well-lunded animat ri%hts groups could file suit
against private individuals fike vou, aviculturists or pet-
owners, siid w bein violation of the Act.

The lxotic Bird Conservition Act {11R3S4, $1218) 15
tntended i bz comprehensive and preemptive with
respeet W imporlations and transfeis of birds, providing
e upiform, national law rather than a hodgepodge of
dilferent, perhaps contlicting state laws. The Deleaders
bill specilicatly stales it sl designed o provide this,
insiead it allows cach sinte to.develop more restevcive
Jves resulting in a patchwork of inconsisteacies at e
state level,

YOU nced 1o contact your US Senziors and Repre-
senmtives W lot them know which billto support and why,
The animal rights ircups are conducling an expensive
campaign for their highiy restrictive bill. 1 you sit back
ta let"the other guy" write, you can rest assured theather
guy will be writing to support & bill that will vequire you
o mark ALL your hirds excepl canarics, cockatiels and
budgies. no matter when they were imported, so matter
whether they were imported or domestically produccd.
The uther guy will he supporting a bitl that almost en-
sures an incomrchensible increase in smaggling, since
legal impartation witt come to an immediate and virtual
halt, The "other puy” wiil be writing Lo support a bill that
will ercate a mosaic of inconsistent slale laws rather (han
unilorm lederal law. The other guy will he writing to
support a bill thal exposes you to the possibility of cownt-
less Jawsuits, filed by any "concerned citizen” who thinks
you MIGHT be in violation of the Wild Bird Proteciion
Act. Cun vou afTard for the "other guy” 1o he the only
voice heard by your legistators ?

AFA.. . working for aviculture and you!
American Federation of Aviculture « PO Box 56218, Phoenix, AZ 85079-6218 « ph(602) 484093
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NEW FINCHSHOP ITEMS *!'!

#1. The nev Gouldian and NFS Logo Pin. VYery
nice FULL color Red-headed male Gouldian.

Purple band around edge, gold letters. White
background behind bird. Sase *stick-pin® back
a5 the previous model. $4. 00,

w

L7

Ik

A

2. This is the design that is approximately
10" vide on the nev T-shirts. The Shafitail is
vhite, outlined in black, red beak and legs and
the lettering is blue. Sharp! The shirts are
1001 cotton. Sizes M, L, XL a fev XXL. $15.00.

THE NATIONAL FINCH AND #3.  Handy vater bottle. Makes it easy to
SOFTBILL SOCIETY refill those show cage vater cups. Xeeps vater
—t fron hose fresh vhile you travel. Hotds 18 oz.

L\_- “/ NFS logo on both sides. Clear plastic. $6.00

AND. ..Bruce, the cut and paste master, got thes
all on one page! Hooray! The fditar.
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NATIONAL FINCN AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY
AGENDA FOR BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MEETING  NOVEMBER 1991

t. Roll call

____Beesey ____0Connell ___Parlee
____Gunby ____Hoppin ___ Liddy
____Hoffman ____Rood ____KCauley
____Brissette ____Niller ____Voronovitch
____Decoteau ____Migmeore ____Sparzak
____von Raesfeld ____Caudle

____Capazzi

____hraitage, Jr.
2. PRecording Secretary's report.
Capazzi 12. Finchsave Report.
Dja and group.
3. Band Secretary's report.

Capazzi 13. Avards Directors report.
Voronovitch
4, Corvesponding Secretary's report.
von Raesfeld 14, Advertising Manager’s report.
Sparzak
3. Treasurer's report.
Armitage 15. Publishing Committee report.
Geesey
6. MNesbership Services report.
Armitage 16. Prosotions Cossittee report.
Geesey
7. Affiliations Directors report.
Liddy 17. Education Committee report.
Hoffean
B. Standards Committee report.
Decoteau {B. Regional Vice President’s reports.
D'Connell, Hoppin, Rood,
9. Judges' Pane] report. Miller, Wigmore and Cavdle.
Decoteau

10. Points Directors report.
Decoteau

11. Finchshop report.
NcCavley
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NONIMATING COMNITTEE REFORT

NER BUSINESS
OLB BUSINESS

¥e need people to sign up to help as stevards, secretaries, etc. at this
years National.

TENTATIVE NGTICE OF 1992 BOARD OF DIRFCTOR'S WEETINGS
1t is very convenient to have a Board seeting vith the New England Finch
Fanciers Syaposius, one vith the AFA Convention and one with the National
Show, In 1992 this seans the NFS Board will meet in Nev England in June, in
Niasi in August, and in Oklahosa City in Novesher. This spreads the meetings
around the country very nizely! We will do our February Board seeting by mai
again, The votes vill be reported in the March/April bulietin,
For_the resainder of 1991:
Novesher Board Neeting, in conjunction with the National Show, Detroit, N1

Thanks for your input and co-operation. Best wishes, Brenda.

——— —— i — T ———— e e ok e i S ——— S ——

NEWS FLASH !'*'!

NFS first Champion Bird !!!

PDilute Society Male
NFS E£ B7 1989

Bred, banded and exhibited to his
NFS Championship by

Tom Rood
This Dilute Nale Society in 1989 vas second best Society in the NFS National
Show and vent on to become 10th Best in Shov as an Unflighted bird. Then in

1990, at the National Show E B7 'B9 took Best Society and 2nd Best in Show!

Congratulations and best wishes to Tos and E B? 'B3.
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Finch Breeders Handbook

The Queensland Finch Society Inc. has
published two magnificent colour handbooks
on the keeping and breeding of Australian and
Foreign Finches.

These handbooks have been entirely written,
published and printed in Australia and sought
by Aviculturists all over the World.

Tae nandbooks are unique being one of the
nrst Austraian produced gocuments on

the keeping and breeding of Ausiralian and
Foreign Finches.

They are available from the Queensiand Finch
Society Inc. by sending appropriate monies to
the Sales Steward.

Finch Breeders Handbook - Yolume |,
The Australians $20 + $3 P&H

Finch Breeders Handbook - Volume i,
The Foreigns $30 + $5 P&H
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Subscnibe o FINCH NEWS

The prestigious Aussie colour monthly magazine with everything
you wanted to know about Australian and Foreign Finches.

rnnual Sclbecription rates:
Australla - $20.00

Overseas (Surface)- AUD $24.00 B
- Overseas (Airmail) - AUD $35.00

#ayable ts: The Membership Registrar,
THE QUEENSLAND
FINCH SOCIETY,

P.O. Box 303,
Woolloongabba,
Queensland, Aust. 4102

Other services to members include items available from the
Sales Steward and reductions on society publications.




CLASSIFIED ADS

FINCHES: All kinds. Domestic and imported, Nill ship. Send SASE, A-1 Aviary,
3903 Axiom Avenue, Orlando, FL 32809 (4073 392 1593 it

AUSTRALIAN FINCHES: All domestically bred. Nost closed banded. Owls, Red
Headed Parrots, Shafttails, Stars, Souldiams. Also Cordon Bleus. Eric Nilk,
3203 Enisgrove Drive East, Palm Harbor, FL 34683 (813} 787 2163 ja

HOULDIANS: Parent raised in outdoor aviaries. Normals and mutations. Also
sose hand-fed and tame. Joleen Chrestensen (305) 583 5654, 50

NFS SHOW CABES: #1-asseabled, unpainted $20/painted $30; 42 - $25/$35;

#3 - §33/447, Cages are top quality bhirdh plywood. Exteriors are gloss black,
interiors your chaice of vhite, beige or light blue, Special cages for larger
softhills alse available, Reasonable UPS shipping. Call or write: Marlene
Ayres, 836 1/2 Ncllane Fara Road, Mashington PA 15302 (412) 746 1384 aj

WANTED: Hen Snowy-crowned Chat {Thamnolaea coronata). Buy or trade for male.
Gibson, 7036 N.E. Wygant, Portiand, OR 37218 aj

FOR SALE: Red Bill Hornbills, $125 each. Bali Mynahs, $200 each; §5, $250,
perait required. Male Turquoise Tanager, $ 75. Domestic Persa Touracos,

$200 each. Parent raised: Peters Twinspot, $100 each. Green Strawherries,
$125 pair. Normal Gouldians, $40; White-hreasted, $60 each; Splits, $50
each., WANTED: Female Emerald Toucanette, Jeff Puryear {(804) 589 1103, aj

EGH SHELLS, dried egg yolk, soy protein concentrate, lettuce seeds,
natritional yeast, spirulina, ete. plus informative nutritional charts,
recipe ideas and catalog FREE or with egg shell sample, $1.00. AviBio,

Box 115, Annandale, VA 22002 (703} 256 2273, aj

RIRDS AND SUPPLIES: Affordable seed, cages and supplies. Small breeder/owner
of Canaries, Finches, Parakeets, {ockatiels, Lovebirds and Conures. 1f ve
don't supply it, ve can get it! Call or send a SASE to: Trailside Aviaries
and All Pet Supplies, P. @. Box SB3-NFS, Springfield, VA  22150--5B93.
Karen {703) 922 1763, i

FOR SALE: Souldians and Shafttails, normals and metations, Also, Rufous-
backed Namnikins. All elosed-handed, Roddy Gabel, (30t} 585 9547, 50
Editors Note: Roddy got the AFA’s First Breeding Avard for the Rufous-hacked
Mannikin..here is YDUR opportunity to own some of the first domestically
raised of this species!!
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GOULDIAN VARIETIES: Help se (nearly!) sell out of ay collection. After 20
years, I need a break! 1 vant to hold os to a few, but cut back radically, to
hobby levels. I can sell about 2D pairs of proven breeders {sowe approaching
three years old) plus three dozen or sore young approaching breeding age, or
virtually every mutation available: white-breasteds in green, blue, yellow
and silver (near-vhite) body varieties, plus purple breasted blues, yellows
and silvers and vhite-breasteds and yellows and vhite-breasted yellows split
to blue. I'n offering these at legitinate "going-out-of-business® prices.

{Also have cages and flights to sell, if you can pick up). Terry Dunhaa,
Avian Genetics Co, B13 3527 D252. Please call only B-10 p.s. E.5.T.

FINCHSAVE CLASSIFIED ADS

NEEDED: New blood for Cherry Finches. Could use two extra hens. Jose
Alesan, A-1 Aviary, 3303 Axios Ave., Orlando, FL 32803 (407) 1352-1593

NEEDED: White Eyes (Zosterops) and Swee (Dufresne's) Waxbills for FINCHSAVE

breeding progras. Jodie Davis, 7721 Janes Madison Hwy., Gainesville, VA
22063, (703} 754 9643,

WANTED: Grey Singing Finches for breeding progran. Young preferred.
b, Cabral, (308} 586 3293,

WANTED: ®lue-grey Tanager, (Thraupis episcopus). I need a hen and want
apother pair. Must be sexed or proven. Brenda Geesey, (717} B854 26D4.

I WAS JUST WONDERING....-

from the membership
to the membership

"1 have a suspended 1" x 2" wite nesh cage, 7' long, 3° tall, ¥
vide vhich 1 no longer use for parrots. The cage is in a lighted and
confortable (not toe wara or teo cold) basement in vhich [ breed nany species
of finches. | feel 1 an ready for the softbill plunge (i.e. 1 am an
experienced bird keeper/breeder, and finally consider ayself disciplined
enoagh for softbills). #hat would you reconsend ! start with im a cage this
size sesh, and should I stick to only epe species in this cage? What diet
would you recomnend for these birds?"

this first question is frop Martha Wigsore, (the Regional Vice-
President vhose survey of aenbers engendered this new coluan). Responses are
invited from all aenbers and should be nailed to the Editor's address.

Questions of any sort are also invited and will be published on a
regular basis, along vith answers to the questions in previous issues.
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BENEFITS OF JOINING
THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL. SOCIETY

The Mational Finch and Softhill Seciety is dedicated to the preservation of
all finch and softbill species.

1. Dur bi-sonthly Bulletin connects you with other finch and sefthill
keepers around the country. 1t includes articles on diet, breeding,
sanagesent and the experiences of other aviculturisis, NFS keeps you abreast
of the news on egislation.

2. NFS has a program named "FLNCHSAVE'. The goal is to establish and
maintain all finch and softbili species in Aserican aviculture. All mesbers
are encouraged to enhance the propagation of finches and softbills.

3. NFS maintains an annual census that can connect you with other
breeders for the purpose of exchanging information or breeding stock.

4, NFS offers, to eesbers, closed, traceable, leg bands.

5. NFS has an affiliatien progras. Your ¢lub can affiliate and receive
plagues and rosettes as shov awards. Non-show clubs can affiliate and receive
service awards for members. Speakers are available, with slide prograss that
feature finches znd softbills.

6, Each year NFS holds a Hational show. All mesbers are encouraged te attend
and participate. An International Patronage Exchange brings awards from
foreign countries,

7. NFS has a Judges Panel, tompesed of individuals who have coapleted the
apprenticeship progras. All judge by the NFS Standard of Judging, are
approved by the Board of Directors and are available te local clubs.

B. WFS has established exhibition standards for; Corden Bleu Naxbills,
Gouldians, Green Singing Finches, Java Rice Birds, Shaftiails, Soeciety
Finches and Zebra Finch Standards. Lavenders, Star Finches, Fire Finchrs,
Diamend Sparrows and Pekin Rebin Standards are now "in the works®.

9.  NFS sponsors a "Championship Exhibitor® award progras and a
*Chaspionship Bird" program. Both revard high achievesents on the shov bench.

11. *Finchshop", the sales division, offers various items fer sale te
meabers, The profits are used to support the Society's other prograss.
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M ESD

THE NATIONAL FINCH
AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

=

HANE

ADDRESS

CITY STAIE i

PHONE NUMBER NEN NBSHP ____ REMEWAL ____

CHECK OME: Single-$1i5.___ Dual-$20.___ Junior-$7.50___ (Under 16 yrs.)

Please 1ist second name for duzl aeabership.

Canadian and foreign subscriptions are mailed first class,
Please send US funds. Canadian, add $5.00, foreign, add $10.00.

Please pive us sose aore information about you !

&pecies of finches and softbills you are interested in:

Please check the topics that are most interesting to you in the Bulletin:

nutrition breeding

sanageaent exhibition

conservation classified ads NFS nevs & notes

MAIL TO: RUSSELL ARMITAGE, JR.
345 Boston Road
Middietown, CT o6457

c/o NF5 Membership Services
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NEW HAGEN BIRD PRODUCT — A State-of-the-art nuiritional bird supplement

CONCENTRATED FULL SPECTRUM VITAMIN, MINERAL
AND LIMITING AMINO ACID SUPPLEMENT

— Ultra fine highly palafable powder does not cake over time

- Penetrates soft foods for accurate dosage administration

-- Contains 14 vitamins and 9 minerals missing in most diets

— Extra vitamin C and E for increased breeding and as antioxidants

~ Cal¢cium gluconate carrier adds required calcium deficient in most supplements

- Exotic fruit flavotring without added sugar which can promote pathogenic organisms
- Lysine and Methionine aming acids improve diet proteln quality

- Unigue combination of enzymes and acidifiers to improve digestion

- Micro-encapsulated Beneficial Bacteria {Probiotics} keep birds in top condition

~ Significantly improves the growfh of handfeeding babies

Years ot tormutation and hield testing have resulted in
the most advanced avian supplement. Prime has
excelied above alt other supplements in providing ail
species of companion birds with their required
nutrienis, Prime 15 not a dumping ground for every
nutrient known to man. however, Ingredients were
selected stricily or the basis of need. This results in
higher levels of those nutrients truly needed by birds.
For most accurate dosage administration, we rec-
ommend Prime be sprinkled over your bird's favorite
truits and vegetables.

THE BEST WAY

TO ENSURE TOTAL
NUTRITION FOR ALL

{OGAL PET DEALER CAGE BIRDS

DISTR-BLTEC Bv  D-STRAIRUE Al
USa ADLFC HAGIN:US A CORA . Manshield Ma 02048
CARATA BOLE C HAGEN NG Morteal Que H4R (ER
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ORINK TO COMPLETE
UITAMIN & MINERAL INTAKE

AVitron® Delivers Eight

Essential Vitamins In The Bird's Water.

These can be critical. Because birds use
vitaming rapidky and can't always rely on
seed 10 supply theyr needs.

Impaortant B Complex vitamins. tor exam-
weoare Bacrd e oseed Rulls Untartnnately
1he hslls yse md naan tae hettan ot the
cage . alwng wit e 3 Enmp ax viteming. &
jacs ot B vitarmins mray sesnit inonersons anc
digestive disorders, curly tog paralysis anc
weakness.

Some seed mixgs. on the other hand. are
just vitamun poor. They lack quality and
proper seed variety, And even the very best
can lose their potency duning storage.
AVITRON helps make up tor this by heiping
to prevent problems such as impaired
yision, poor muscle development, unheaithy
skin. soft eggsheils, rickets and excessive
bieeding due to

n Ll ®
AVlml n Supplies Six

Essential Minerals In Water Soluble Form.

That makes AVIMIN more etfective and
convenient than most other mineral supple-
ments such as cuttlehone, blocks and pow-
ders hecause the Dird gets a balanced variety
of minerals puery time it drinks.

ENEN helps promote strong hones. sturdy
epgshelis. healthy skin. baianced nody thic
ano rwescle tne. And ads 0 reducing the
possibility ot anemia. rickets. gaiters and
slipped tendons due to mineral deficiency.

So fill your bird’s cup with
water, AVITRON and

AVIMIN. And let it drink to
good health.

yitamin shortages.

Liquie] Velamin Supplemen
o Bardt

Alzo supohes
ecRanig

wramns o
Cats, Gerbrls
Hamsers,

Lambent Kaye

CRANBURY. NEW JERSEY 08512-0187
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To purﬁhase, fill out the form, check the itess wanted, total the asount and
send a check made out to NFS in the exact amouni to:

FINCHSNOP, c/o Jerry MeCawley, 400 Charles St., Luzerme, PA  1B79,
I you need more information, call (717) 2B8B 0329,
NEW ITEMS
__NFS PLASTIC WATER ROTTLE ¢ 6.00  __NFS NARE BADGE $ 500

With an extension tube. Nolds 1B oz
Te 1ill show cage vater dishes or
for you on that next marathon run.

__NF§ SECORD OFFECIAL PIN. % b.00
NFS Loge and Red-headed Gouldian
Male, siy celors, gold edge.

__199¢ T-shirts, § 15.00
A white Shafttail, "National Finch
and Softhill Society® in blue.

[0 wide loge, 100X cotton shirt.
Sizes, M, L, YL and 2 few XIL.

__ERIC PEAKE L1THOERAPH $ 50,00
*The Diamond Sparrov*, signed and
ausbered by the artist,

SHOW CAGE BLUEPRINTS
__¥! Cage (Finches up to and
including Zebras)
__#2 Cage (Finches larger than

$ 4.00

Print nase at bottom of fore.
Nembers only.

__BULLETIN BACK ISSUES each § 2.5¢
Any six issues $ 12,00
See January/February issue
for index of arficles.

1985 all 6 issues available,
1986 all 6 issues available.
1987  all & issues available,
1988 all 5 issues available,
1989 &li 6 issues available,
1990 all £ issues available.
Inclede months and year on order.

__NFs OFFICIAL Nug
NFS Logo & Java Sparrov

$ 6.00

__NF5 FIRST OFFICIAL PIN
NFS Lego & Zebra Finch

$ 5.00

__NFS HANDBBOK SoLD out
Editirg is complete and typing is

Iebras! $ 4,00 progressing on the new version.

__#3 Cage tBofthills) $ 4,00 Wetre sorry for the delay. If you
can help, call Martha Wigmore.
__All three cage plans $ 10,00
__ WFS ARACART T-SHIRT $12.00
__small __mediue __large __x-large

Name____ NFS Nbshp. No._________
Addr ess
City State lip Phone

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFYBILL SOCIETY
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