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Presidents’ Message:

1 an very sorry that this edition (and the next one) are so late. I
have had an alsost total break-doun of sy computer and have spent such tise
(and guite a bit of woney) getting it's ailment diagnosed. Although it is
still not cured it is at least sitting up and taking inforsation and
processing it again. | apologize. And 1 offer a word of advice. 1f you buy a
cosputer - NEVER put it on the second floor of your house. Mhen it fouls up.
and it uill, you enly think about how satisfying it would be be to throw it
through the second floor window. I think ve vill be "up to speed” again by
the first of March. Cross your fingers ! 1 as (as usual) doing the best 1 can
and 1 appreciate your patience. As you know I vas very pleased to have
"caught up® with the Bulletin and this is 1 816 disappointment to ae too,
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ARE YOU A BIT TIMID ABOUT WRITING ?

Jon Hoffman, our Second Vice President, and vell-known 31RD VALK coluanist,
has volunteered to help you! In a letter to me Jon vrote, "since some people
are shy about writing and aren't coafortable about their ability to write,
perhaps they could subsit the outline or sketch of vhat they want to say, and
then 1 can put it inte ad edited-fora of article for thes. The procedure
aight be that a breeder sends ae the information or calls me to discuss vhat
they vant to say. I then vrite it up and it goes back to the breeder for
approval, The breeder makes notes of any clarifications or requests for
changes and sends it back to me, I put it into a final fora and send it to
the bulletin editor for publication."

This is a very generous offer and 1 hope many sembers vho have hesitated to
write for the hulletin will be contacting you soon Jon! Thanks. The Editor.
Send your ideas to Jom at:

1226 §, 6th Streei

Louisville, KY 40203
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For further information on the NF5 Panel of Judges,
contact Br. A. E. Decoteau at the above address.
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Please check your address label and keep your membership and your address u
to date. Save the Society the work and expense of sending reslnders to you.
These vhe have dual meaberships will see that now both nases are on the label
RENEWALS AND ADDRESS CNANGES SHOULD BE MAILED YO:
KF5 Neabership Services
Russell Araltage, Jr.
343 Boston Road, Middletown, Ct 05457

AN INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
Ton Rocd, Vice President for the Mid-Nest Region, is working on an inter-
national program with clubs in Eurcpe and elsevhere. The object is to
exchange rosettes and/or trophies between NFS and those clubs. Tom has been
doing this for several years, on his own, and it's because of his efforts
that ve've had those nice rosettes at past National Shovs. This year, NF§
vill help him expand his efforts. Tom says he has already received 3 plagues
and 2 or 3 medals, including THD GOLD MEDALS froa the Serman National Club!
Ne'll have sore news about this in upcoming issues. To get invelved, contact:
Tos Rood
313 N- Broadvay
Shetbyville, L 62563
(217) TH S35




Pure, natural, and cleaned...
finest cuttlebone avaliable.
smalls’” -7 e« medium 77 -10" Jumbo 107 -13"" o mixed sizas

CUTTLEBONE- PLU.

5 Ibs. af $3.90 per Ib: = $19.50
10 Ibs. at $3.00 per Ib. = $30.00
All orders prepald and shipped frelght c:ollectog:r?ﬁ)

reaturine AVICA. « .«

LORY AND SOFTBILL DIETS

Lory Life £is 34625 Lory Life Nectar2is 34293

OTHER SPECIAL NECTAVORE DIETS AVAILABLE
With the addition ot tresh fruits these are complete diets.

(2 ] 3) 776"6486 Dealer and breeder

prices available.
Dick Schroeder: breeder of softbills, rare lories, and pet pamots

Cuttiebone Plus ¢ 644 S. Isis Ave.  Inglewood, CA 90301

TO ALL FINCHSAVE PARTICIPANTS

All of the statistics and correspendence are mov (finally) transferrad from
the previous director to Jeff frissette. The 1989 year-end report that the
previous director did not do will be handied by Jeff. PLEAE HELP JEFF make
this program vork the way it was intended to work! Please write to, (please
don't call), Jeff today and update your status. 1t doesa't nesd to be a fancy
or lengthy report, just get in touch so he knows you're still there. Thanks.

Jeff Brissette, 34 Liberty Strest, Manchester, CT 06040




A LITHOGRAPH by ERIC PEAKE for NFS

Bich signed and nnmbered by the artist. offered excluslvely by
THE NATIOWAL PINCE MAD SOFTBILL SOCIBYI

-y

*In ny art vork, I have been able to add or subtract areas of
developaent in the avian subjects | choose. Being an artist who loves birds,
and having been fortunate to paint the things I love has heen a rewarding
achievesent in itself.

Host of my years as an artist, 1 have been connected with the parrot
family. But from time to time, 1 paint other birds, Raptors, Cage Birds, etc.
When I painted the beautiful “Diamend Firetails® I tried to portray the
beauty of this lovely bird, also to show its' character for bird lovers.

It has been my pleasure to have the "Firetails® issued by the
National Finch and Softbill Society as a Limited Edition print. Please
sugport the Society by purchasing 2 print. T will continue o paint one

sibject a year, if it proves successful.® f
5 6Z4 ¢ ﬁ)gv
— '



NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY
AFFILIATES, DELEGATES AND SHOW DATES

____________ BT P ———

Central Alabama Avicultural Society; Danny Mall, (205} 49] 8603

Bird Club of 6reater Birminghas; Judy Johnson, (205} 836 3023

CALIFBRN1A
Aviary Assn, of Kern Co,; Mal Koontz, ¢B0S) B72 1063

Capito] City Bird Society: Meleo Caudle, (916} 933 {8]9

Finch Bociety of 5an Diego County; Larry Russell, (619) 274 2095

Fresno Canary and Finch Society; Richard Lujan, (408} 9B4 1473

Golden Gate Avian Society; Mary Payne, (413} 449 8719

San Dieqo Bird Show, lnc.; Janice Pritchard, (6]9) 442 ]164

Santa Clara Valley Capary & Exotic Bird Club; Marty Von Raesfeld,
(408) 983 2712

South Bay Bird Clubs Gragory Ades, (213} 079 24/0

{0LDRARO
Colgrado Cage Bird Association; Martha Higmore, {71%) 374 1594

Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture; Donald Locke, Jr. {303) 289 5721

CONMECTICUY

Connecticut Association for Aviculture; Chris Voromovitch, (203) 649 8220

New England Finch Fanciers; Russell Armitage, Jr., {203} 346 D875

FLORIDA
Aviary & Cage Bird Society of South Florida; Len Brower {305} 931 3468

Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club; Cynthia Patton, (407) &59 3880

treater Brandon Avian Society, Inc,; Andrea Mhiting, (BI3) BBB T933




Jacksonville Cage Bird Assn,;  Jerri Meisenfeld (904} 731 7173
Suncoast Avian Society; Joe Ventimiglia, {B13) 392 9391
Sunshine State Cage Bird Socimty; Dale Laird, (407) 637 79B9

GECRE1A
Georgia Cage Bird Society; Cecil Gunby, (404) 254 1261

NANALY
Nonolulu Canary and Finch Club; Cynthia Pregana, (B0B) 436 3793

MLINGLS
reater Chicaqo Cage Bird Club;  Jane Muscato, (€708} 305 9043

Mational Institute Red-Drange Canaries; Catherine Wiegele, (219} 922 1146

1ND 1ANA
{ndiana Bird Fanciers; @r.Val Clear, {317) 642 0795

[OWA
Hid-America Cage Bird Society; Rhoda Shirley, (5i5) 243 2255

KANSAS
Kansas Avicultural Society; MWarilyn Galvan, (316) 524 8128

LDULS1ANA
Capitol Area Avicultural Society; Tim Schexnayre, (504} 562 3579

Gul{ South Bird Club; Evon Kruse, (504) 469 2435

HARYLAMD
Baltisore Bird Fanciers; Deb Clark, (301) 242 8471

Maryland Cace Bird Association; Theresa Brown, ¢301) 735 7462

HASSACNUSETTS
Boston_Cockatiel Society; Elizabeth Vaughn, (50B) 663 7874

Boston Society for Aviculture; Roger 0'Coonell, (617) B99 8523

Exotic C. B, Society of Nev England; Roger B*Connell, (617) B99 8523

Hassachusetts Cage Bird Association; Kie Rendigs, (508) T40 224B

7



N1EH]1GAN
Nid-Nichigan 8ird Club; Hary Rue, {517) 394 1047

Nid-Nest Cage Bird Club; 8ro. Anthony Michael, F.5.D., {616) 245 0049

Motor City Bird 8reeders; Patrick Vance, {313) 447 0643

NISSOURL
Heartland Canary k Finch Club; Earl Courts, {(BIS) 524 0921

Greater Kansas City Avicultural Society; Chris Hunsberger, (816) 461 5582

Missouri Cage Bird Association; FEileen Lambert, (314) 962 8186

NESRASKA

Las Vegas Avicultural Society; Vernon 8ern, (702) 353 5365

HEW JERSEY
South Jersey Bird Ciub; Erika lnkster, (503) 694 2004

NEH HAMPSHIRE
Birds of a Feather Avicuiiural Society; Larry Oelorenzo, (50B) 927 5494

Nev_Haspshire Aviculturai Society; Ken Akey, (603) BS0 9804

MEW YORK
storia f8ird Club; Oouglas Dlsen, {212} 885 5841

=

Fingerjakes (age Bird Assn.; Oonna Mcleod, (315) 834 9362

Rochester Cage 8ird Club; Jeanne Nurphy, (716) 232 5477

NORTH CAROLINA
Charlotte Netrolina Cage Sird Society; Nanda NcCoraick, {(704) 825 1972

OH10
Cleveland Cage Bird Society; Joseph DeLuca, (216) 225 0517

Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club; Joan Gangle, (216) 666 9773

OKLAHONA
Bird Fanciers_of Okiahoma; Bene Miller, (405) 382 7066
8




fklshona Cage Bird Society; Laura Bewley, (%1B) 369 25BO

PENNSYLVAN1A
Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Society; Jerry McCawley, (717) 2B8 0529

Chester County Bird Breeders; Sherry Downing, (215) 935 2868
Delavare Valley Bird Club; Kris Kroner, (215) 628 4143
greater Pittchurgh Cage Bird Society; Dr. Lindsay Clack (412) 323 7235

Philadelphia Avicultural Society; Rick Szlachta, (215) §35 2097

SOUTN CAROLINA
Palsetio Cage Bird Club; Earl Ovens, (B03) BSS 3193

TENMESSEE
Hiddle Tennessee Cage Bird Club; Eva Duffey, (515) 361 5949

TEXAS
Capitol City Cage Bird Club; Sarah Goodrich, (B17) 49] 2535

Fort Worth Bird Club; Clarence Culwell, (B17) 523 5546

Texas Bird Breeders and Fanciers Assn; Sarah boodrich, (B17) 491 2535

VIREINIA
Peninsula Cage Bird Socisty;  Linda Oja, (B04) B74 BSBI

WASHINGTON
Northvest Exotic Bird Society; Mancy Mhite, (206) 523 3602

H1SCORSIN
Milyaukee Bird Socjety, ttd,; Linda Reynolds, (414) 4B2 1345

INTERMATIONAL AFF1LIATES
Australian Finch Society; England, Martin Mogq.

Budgerigar & Foreign Bird Society of Canada; John Bennett (415) 473 $612

Mew Iealand Finch Breeders; New lealand, Valerie Nughes

Iebra Finch Society, England; Chris Blackwell, Durhas, England
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NFS Board of Directors Meeting, Novesber 15 & 16, 1990

Directors present: Geesey, Gunby (late), Hoffman, Decoteau, Araitage,

Hoppin, Miller, Parlee, McCavley, Voronovitch, Sparzak. Several sembers also
vere present.

Meeting called to order around 9:00 P.M. Letter from Hal Koontz vas
read for informal discussion at his request. Consensus vas o write $o Hal,
thanking him for his work on FINCHSAVE and for NFS.

Minutes from last board meeting accepted as published in bulletin.

Denise Capazzi sent her report on band sales. 1990 bands have sold
vell, leaving a profit of $669.78 after costs. By 11/13/90, NFS sold 19,660
bands filling 235 orders fros 195 mesbers. 1991 band color vill be green, All
'31 bands have been ordered at a cost of $3,646.09 plus $79.28 import duty
tharge. Denise recommends raising price to $2.25 per string of ten. So moved,
motion carried. Moved: response to a returned check for a band order vill be
a certified letter with 3 30-dav deadline for payment. After 30 days, band
numbers vill be invaligdated and points director so informed. Motion carried.

Marty van Raesfeld is wiiling to help directors vith correspondence.
It vas suggested that he could be helpful to Jeff Brissette for FINCHSAVE
corresgondence.

Russ Armitage submitted treasurer’s report, annual financial
statesent and NFS financial history since inception. A motion vas made to
keep Russ! Motion carried unanimously, vith applause. Membership report: Russ
reports 770 members, 69 affiliated clubs, 4 international aifiliates. Russ
reported that a certain judge who is an officer is delinguent in paying dues.
After discussion, the motion vas that this person should be sent a certified
letter vith 2 15-day deadiine for payment. 1f payment is not made, after 15
days this person is %o be dropped from membership. Motion carried.

Al Becoteau reported that the Diamend Sparrov and Lavender Finch
standards are nov compiete and ready for publication. Bill Parlee and his
comittee have submitted a proposed standard for the Star Finch. Reddy
Gabel’s committee has submitted a preliminary report on the Fire Finch
standard. There was no report on the Pekin Robin standard comsittee. It vas
decided that the next standard should be for another softbill and Hill Mynahs
vere suggested.

Al reported that ve have a complaint against one judge, but that all
the specifics are not yet in. He reported a panel of 30 judges vith 5 names
on the apprentice fist. Dnly one apprentice has actually passed the pxam so
far. Previously -passed proposal for apprentice program reguiresents vas
presented in revised form, in response to suggestions from dirmctors.

scceptance of revised varsion vas moved and carried.
10




Moved: that the asterisks which isdicate judges on our list who also
Jjudge im other specialties is to be discontinued, Driginally a courtesy to
clubs trying to save money, it is seen as deseasing to single-specialty
judges and potentially divisive. Motion carried.

As points director, Al reported high-scoring bird as of 11/15/90 is
Kris Kroner’s Java Rice Bird with 33 points. Moved: that the Bulletin publish
an_"honor roll® of exhibitors who eara 200 points or sore. Motion carried.

Jerry McCavley reports T-shirts and pins selling well in FINCHSHOP.
Mew Gouldian pins had not yet arrived. All lithographs paid for have been
delivered and the resainder are available for imsediate shipsent. A few mugs
are teft. A very few of the popular Gouldian T-shirts have been re-discovered
and are for sale. The new water bottle proved popular and sold well in
Atlanta,

FINCHSAVE report: Jefi Brissette has received materials from Hal
Koontz. Jeff has sorted through the material to try to organize it.

Chris Yoronovitch's report, as awards director, indicates that in
1990 ve "caught up® on some previously oved awards as well as all that vere
oved in 1990, Of our &9 affiliated clubs, 7 chose Level 1, providing a
"service avard” plaque. 19 chose Level 2, providing two plagues. 35 took
Level 2 with the rosette/or softbill plaque and 5 clubs decided on the
Level 3 with 2 plaques, rosettes and the softbill plague. These affiliatiens
brought in $3855.00. Our actual cost - for both 1990 awards and those past
due, including postage vas $430B.23 for a deficit of $653.23. Chris suggested
raising affiliation fees to cover expenses. Motion: to raise afiiliation fees
by $10. Motion carried. (Note: at general sesbership seeting, the sotion vas
agended by vote of directors present in response to_input froa sembers. Level
1 affiliation fee - for non-show clubs - will MOT be raised.)

Advertising director, Miki Sparzak reports 4 new ads, 2 of which
have been paid for. Ads are badly needed to cover the Bulletin costs and it
vas suggested that we appeal for help to the seabers in the regions.

Brenda reported that the Moveaber/Decesber bulletin is being held up
in order to include reports en this Board seeting and other events at the
National Cage Bird Show. She pointed out that the Bulletin is costing nearly
$1000 an issue to produce and gemerates very little income. We need more
advertising to help cover the costs.

Jon Hoffean reported that the sajor portion of the handbook
revisions is complete, although ve need HELP with the actual typing. What
resains is to pull changes from Bulletins wore recent than the 'BB Handbook.
tducation: At the sesbership seeting Jon reported that he has contact with a
sedia expert who will consult on cost-effective educational prograss to be
sade available to clubs and seabers.

Prosotions: Brenda reports that the new Gouldian pias have not
arrived as sanufacturers pronised. Price has gose up, too. Sandee Gregorich
subsitted a T-shirt design, (Black-crested Finch). Me say use a slightly

11




Mevs and Notes

thanged version of this design in '92 and suggestions were sade for changes.
Directors prefer a sore colorful bird for "91. Brenda vill contact her about
perhaps working on sosething else for '9l.

Cecil Bunby reported on the Regional Vice Presidents. Stephen Hoppin
and Gane Miller held regional weetings and Stephen held a raffle, Toa Rood
put out a newsletter and provided rosettes to all of the delegates in his
region. They wers unanimously cossended for their efforts. We have received
tvo requests for regional shovs. Moved: to encourage clubs to apply for
regional shov status; that plagues and roseites for regionals will be printed
vith the vords “Regional Show"; and that a regional seeting should be held in
conjunction with the reqional show. Motion carried,

Neeting re-convened the following evening around 9:00 P.N. in the
hospitality suite. Directors present: sase as above, except for Decoteau.
Fartee left early,

Rick Szlachta had sent his committees report on the band size study.
The following changes were voted and passed: Blue-capped Cordon Blew - fros B
to C; Blue-headed (Biue-faced) Parrot Finch - from C_to D; Cutthroat - from
 to D; Pintail Nonpareil - from C to D. Society finch was not changed.
Canaries were to be deleted from the list, Ovl finch vas tabled until ve had
sore information. Moved: to inquire through the Bulletin if softhill hreeders
vould be interested in purchasing larger size bands if they vere to be made
available. Motion carried, and a list of suggested sizes will be printed up.
The directors thank Rick and his cossittee for their tise and interest,

Tos Rood was cossended for all of the work he has done for NFS, most
recently on the international avards exchange progras. The list of exchange
avards he brought to the National show was resarkable! Anyone vith trophies,
plagues or rosettes that can be re-engraved and/or reconditioned should send
thea to Tom.

Nev Business: DBrenda has received a letter fros sesber Andrea
Supler with several suggestions about a roster, prometional material and
seabership solicitation. The Board expressed its appreciation for Andreas
initiative, and Brenda will keep in touch vith her. She has expressed a
villingness to work on such projects.

1t_vas soved and carried to nosinate Brian Binns (England} as NFS
judge for the 1991 National.

Ken Sormas, new chair of the AFA's Red Siskin breeding consortius,
has written to ask for NFS support. The Board expressed its approval of the
progran.

The folloving two resolutions vere soved and carriad:

"RESOLVED: NFS Panel Judges are expected to set an sxasple to other
exhibitors when they thesselves are exhibiting. Accordingly, a Fanel Judge
vho, as_an_exhibitor, violates shov rules, fails to co-oparate vith the shov
coamittee or exhibits birds in less than humane circuestances (i.s., vithout

12



Nevs L Motes continued from page

food or vater; in a cage that poses a danger to the bird, etc.} will be
subject to dismissal from the judges' panel, A complaint in writing or an
oral complaint in the presence of the Board of Directors vill be sufficient
to initiate an investigation of such behavior,"

"RESOLVED: The first concern of NFS should be the welfare of our birds. All
NFS judges are REQUIRED to disqualify any entries caged in an jnhumane manner
(i.e., vithout food or vater; in a cage that poses a danger to the bird;
etc.) and to explain to the spectators the reasons for the disqualification,
The folloving statement shall be added to our shov classifications and
comaynicated to all our affiliated clubs, marked URGENY: *All finch and
softhill entries must be supplied by the exhibitors with appropriate food and
vater, Waterers are NOT to be resoved from cages during judging.""

It vas suggested that judges instruct stewards to vatch for food and
vater when they arrange entries. 1f the exhibitor provides feed and vater
before the judge begins the preliminary overview, the entries need not be
disqualified,

Board meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Jon Haoffnan
# lnderlining indicates actions taken by the Board.

WHY NOT KEEP SOFTBILLS ?

persist in sticking to finches, the peanut butter sandvich makes a great
rearing and soulting food.

* from "The Voyage of the Beagle."

Editor's sote: Me met Les in Portland this year at the Kaytee GABS. 1f |
reacaber correctly, he is a Scot and has lived in quite a fev places around
the vorld. Jarry vent to visit his aviaries and vas very interested in sose
of the construction techniques and materials. Les says in a letter "1 have
bred sose 60 or so species of finches and softbills (35/25), if you need
articles, Int ae knon vhat topics, etc.” 1 hope he'll have Bime to write more
for us as he says he may be going abroad for a year or so. Also he teils se
he'll hava European Blackbird chicks for sale this sumser. We sdys they breed
readily for him. He is interestad in buying other softhills too. Yoa can
reach hia at 7036 N. £, Wygant Street, Portland, OR 97218. (503) 284 3609,

13



KEEPING HUMMINGBIRDS

by Ubaldo Leli, M.D.

It vas a surprise to me to discover that so few people keep
hummingdirds, At the NEFF Symposium last June in Sturbridge, Massachusetts I
realized that what 1 have been doing for the past years is not something
really popular, When NFS presigent Brenda Beesey delivered an informative
presentation on softbill keeping, but stated that sunbirds and husaingbirds
are difficult to keep and unbreedable, 1 felt 1 had to stand up for my habby.
S0 1 accepted her invitation to drop a note to the Bulletin in case soaebody
else might be interested in these avian jeweis,

! am not a hummingbird expert, but 1 am an experienced bird fancier.
Since ay childhood in ftaly | have hand-raised hundreds of birds of differeat
epecies, from finches to hawks, from jays to hoopoes. But humsingbirds have
always been so fascinating for ae that 1 decided to try them as soon as the
occasion came.

About thres years age 1 contacted various companies that sell
softbills but for one reason or apother 1 could never acquire huasingbirds.
Recently, however, with the assistance and encouragesent ef Dr. Val Clear ]
finally fulfilled this avian dreas of sine. (I should mention that 1 have
several other avian dreams, possibly less feasible than this one, for
instance keeping large hornbills in the apartment.!

1 bought my first pair of Andean Emeralds (Amaziila franciae), a
species {rom Peru from Dr, Clear, The birds came in a cardboard container
yith sides of vire cloth. These birds aust have light while traveling because
they feed every 10 sinutes on the average.

The Andean Emeralds were beautifully shaped, with graceful long
beaks, and were not at all nervous. They hummed (as expected) and ate very
vell. 1 kept them free~flying in ay bird room from the beginning of September
until Christmas. When T went to Maine for the holidays, I paid a professional
birdkeeper to tend my collection. Both birds died. They escaped from the bird
room and could not fipd the food, s¢ they died. It is strange that it
happened with the caretaker, because vhen 1 was around they never escaped.
However, having learned a hard lesson, [ lined the doorvay of my bird rooa
with gauze to cover the gaps in the black curiain already there; so that the
birds capnot escape any more.

Since then I have kept Dasis hummingbirds (Rhodopis vesper} and
Sparkling Violet-Ears (Colibri coruscans.) The Gasis are beautiful, the male
vith a long, forked tail and a purple gorget which glitters in proper light.
This patch under the throat appears jet black during display, The Sparkling
Violet-Ears are large, asazingly beautiful birds. Peacock green with a series
of setallic violet streaks under the throat and on the sides of the head, The
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violet feathers are raised during aggressive display in & vay that reminds se
ef the Calliope hummingbirds of North America.

Properly housed and treated hummingbirds get tame quickly, They do
not let you touch them; but they vill hover near your nose, or sit a foot
avay fros you vhan you changa thair food. My fasale Violet-Ear eats from ny
hands every sorning vhen 1 replace the feeders, Their husbandry is extremely
straightforvard. They eat nectar (see below) and fruitflies, if available.
The aanufacturer of one of the best brands of nectar states that the birds do
not need anything else, bul aviculturists usually know better,

A positive advantage of hummingbird keeping is that their dreppings
are totally irrelevant. They sprinkle little droplets of clear vater. Once
you locate their favorite perch, you can put down some newspaper to catch the
sess because it is like sugar vater, and in the long run will become sticky,
Hovever, 1 have never had to do it in my bird room, since my regular floor
vashing routine is sufficient to keep the place immaculate.

The birds can be kept caged, but vill net thrive, although in
Germany many species have been bred in cages of 3' x 2' x 2',1 prefer to keep
#y birds free-flying in the bird room with their cage open where they go to
sleep. These birds are very territorial. One of them usually takes over the
cantrol of the cage and the other will perch elsevhere. My husmingbirds like
to visit vith the finches,

Very few fumaingbird species have been bred in this country, except
for some ecal ones. In Europe, the Sparkling Violet-Ear has been bred in
Germany and England. This species seeas hardy. 1t would be exciting if
aviculturists could establish these birds in captivity, They are ideal pets
for the urban person vith a vork roeutine, living in a sazll apartaent. 0f
tourse, these birds do not mix well with cats. 1 have also been told that
they can be eaten by Toucans, so don't %eep thea in the same aviary. Hovever,
they have had no probleas vith my parrots.

During the first veek after receiving them it is better to keep thea
caged, to make sure that they eat properly. They consuee about 30-40 ai of
nectar each day. They can be kept in small finch cages vith only one perch
arranged so that they can feed on the wing. Beware of hussingbirds that de
not feed on the ving as they are usually sick. After this initial period the
birds can be alloved to fiy freely in the room. Make sure that they know
vhere the feeders are. 1 leave the feeders in the cage, then move thes slowly
to other locations, a couple of feet each day, so that 1 am sure the birds
alvays knov vhere the food is. 1t is important that you have some feeling for
hov your birds think. One of them may be dominant and prevent the other froa
getting to the feeder. 1t is & good practice to have at least one feeder per
bird, and one of them in a secluded spot.

The best feeders are made of glass, so that they can be sterilized
often without probless. Of course they break. 1 hope somebody will saon
invent disposable hummingbird feeders. 1 have three sets. One is in use, one
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Keeping Huamingbirds

is soaking in the disinfectant solution, and the third is drying. I use 1/4
cup of liquid dish detergent diluted in a quart of water, te which 1 add 1/2
cup of bleach. This selution can be used fer several days. I change it twice
a veek. However, n¢ matter hov strong the disinfectant, the inside of the
feeders must be brushed befere soaking (an old toothbrush vorks well) because
the nectar contains pollen and other goodies that do not dissolve and stick
to the valls. Nekton markets a product - Desi-Plus - vhich is supposed to be
the best for disinfecting the feeders and it allews you Yo change the nectar
only once a day instead of twice if you do net rinse it out. I feel strange
about not rinsing the containers after sterilization, but it is worth a {zy,
I normally change the nectar twice a day. In the merning - during breakfast,
and in the evening - during ay pre-dinner cocktail. It takes five minutes and
you get used to the routine quickly. If I cannet change it in the evening, !
aake sure 1 change it in the morning before the birds wake up. Incidentally,
when huasingbirds sleep they go into catalepsy and look dead. They revive if
varsed up in the pale of your hand. However it is a great trauma for a bird
to be grabbed and awakened in ihe aiddie of the night. 1t should be avoided.

1 use ceamercial nectar, Mekton Nectar Plus. Oae tablespeon in 1/2
cup of water. The povder does not dissoive completely, but goes into
sufficient suspension. Every other day 1 substifute my own recipe for the
nectar. It is given belov. I also supply spengecake seaked in nectar. The
spongecake centains no fat, and is delicious for humans, if soaked in brandy
and served with a liquid custard sauce.

My own nectar: 1 tsp of pollen {I use the health store fresh pollen,
but ! imagine that any other can be used) ground up with 1 tsp of sugar in a
aortar. Add 1 tsp of brever's yeast and 2 tsp of purified soybean protein.
Mix these components well (the yeast may need te be ground, depending on the
brand). Add 1 1/2 cup of white sugar and 1/4 tsp of Mekton-§ This powder can
be stored in the freezer or refrigerator. To prepare it for use dissolve 1
tabtespoen in 1/2 cup water. I have used it since 1 unexpectedly ran out of
Nekton Nectar Plus. The birds love it and it is good for thea.

I started to use spongecake in addition to nectar because ay
Honeycreeper needs it and 1 discovered that the husmingbirds also eat if. I
aix 1 egg vith an electric beater, after a minute 1 add 40 grams of sugar
folloved by 40 grass of flour and 1/2 tsp each of baking powder and vanilla
extract. 1 bake it for about 30 min at 350 F. When it is cool 1 remove the
crust and cut it up inte 1/2% x 1/2" x 1® cubes. I store it in the
refrigerator in a closed jar, up te 10 days. To serve it, I put a cube in 2
saall finch hook-cup feeder and moisten it witb a couple teaspoenfuls of the
sase nectar served to the husaingbirds.

Huaaingbirds like to bathe, so ! spray thea every other day. Do not
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Keeping Husmingbirds

overdo it because if overvet they may be unable to stay airborne. Clear vater
should 4lvaya ba available. Husaingbirds do sing. One of my Sparkling Violet-
Ears sounds a little like the chirping of swallows,

I hope that these few notes have convinced some readers that

hussingbirds are not difficult to keep and that more aviculturists will get
involved vith these incredible creatures.

Editor's note: Ubaldo certainly has made an eloguent stand for his hobdy. I
think tue of the things I said in Sturbridge were that Huamers and the other
nectar eaters require an organized and dedicated keeper. It is obvious that
Ubalde is that kind of keeper and his advice should help others to understand
hou to manage these birds. In his Ietter he adds that his Salvadori Fig
Parrots have hatched a chick but unfortunately lost it and that they have
another fertile egg vhich he plans to take for hand-feeding, 1 hope ue get an
update on that soon. Me says he likes to write and 1 should let hia know if I
need any other notes, You bet 1 wil} !

NOTE: NEW HOME OFFICE ADDRESS IS

NATIORAL FINCK & SOFTBILL SOCIETY
125 ¥, Jackson St.
York, PA  17403-2265

PLEASE NELP ! I am In need of plaques, trophies and other awards to exchange
vith other overseas bird clubs. If you have any unvanted avards of any type
lIying around collecting dust, please send thea to me. (You can even send the
dust') I can clean and refurbish thes for use in our Overseas Exchange
Project. You can send one or many; we'll take uhat you have. Your help is
needed and appreciated. THANKS ! Please send to:

Tos Rood, 2I3 N. Broadvay, Shelbyville, IL 6265,

P.8. They don't even have to be bird awards as I can get nev trophy figures.
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LAVERDER FINCR STARDARD
(Lavender Maxbill}
Estrilda caerulescens

Accepted by the NFS Board of Qirectors, November, 1990

CONFORNAT 10K: 43 Points
CONGITEON: 25 Points
COLOR & MHARKIRGS: 15 points
DEPORTRERT: 1¢ points
PRESERTAT10M: S points

CONFORRATION: 45 POINTS

Head, body, legs and feet:

This bird must be approximately 3 to 3 1/2 inches. The head should be gently
rounded at the cyoun and somevhat broader at the jav, vith smooth mandibles
that meet evenly at the point. There should he a straight topline with no
sharp curves, The !ine froa under the chin past the neck and the chest shoeld
be gracefully arched. The Lavender is a deep hodied bird with a full curved
abdomen. The legs must be wide set and free of scaling. The straight back
should be wvider at the shoulder, gradually tapering to the tail. The vings
mest be carried evenly wvhile blending smoothly into the back.

Hings:

The wing tips must meet at the base of the tail and not cross. The Lavender
frequently drops its' wings so that the primary flight feathers form a
straight line vith the tail. This exposes the crimson rump, This is a typical
behavior and should not be faulted unless it is noted as a chronic wveakness
in the ving carriage,

Tail:

The tail should be 1/4 of the total length of the Lavender. 1t must be
carried te follow the backline. 1f should not be elevated or droop. 1t must
be compact and futl. fanning of the tail is important.

CONDITION: 25 POIRTS

The Lavender must be & hird of immaculate feather, Exhibited
specimens must be in top shov condition. All feathers, skin, beak, legs amd
feet must be clean, smooth and lustrous. There must be no pinfeathers nor any
missing feathers, toes or toemails.

COLOR AND MARKINGS: 135 POIRTS
The Lavender is a bird of soft feather vith a pearly vhite to pearly
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red baak esding with a black tip. Legs are reddish brown to black. There aust
be a sharp black stripe running froa the gape of the sputh to just past the

eye. The cheeks, aar coverts, throat and wpper breast are a wvhitish gray.
This blends into a delicate blvish gray above the eye stripe, over the back
and ving and through the flank. This shades to a sooty gray in the lower
flank. There are ssall vhite spots on the lower flanks, sost readily seen

vhen the Lavender is in aotion. The lower back, long tail coverts, rvap and
tail are a rich, vivid criason. The Lavender is prone to selanisa; this
should be penalized heavily if it occurs.

The Black Tailed Lavender, E. perreini, is slightly larger and
darker vith a darker red over the rvap and a black tail. There is a greater
velvet look to the finish of the Feathers.

DEPORTHENT: 15 PDINTS

This waxbill is, and should be. a very active bird. 1t is bright and
inquisitive and quite active in the shov cage. On the perch it aust have a
backline with a 33 degree angle. The legs should be paraliel, vide set and
strong with the veight of the bird evenly distributed. The dird aoves from
perch to perch spreading or fanning out the tail as they sova giving a bold
appear ance.

PRESENTATION: 5 PDINTS

At this tise a specific shov cage is net required, however an NFS ¥ ] cage is
recossended. Any clean cage suitable to the birds' size say be used. Flat top
preferred. Use suitable size perches and position tnem to go from froat to
back of the cage, giving the judge a full side viev of the bird.

Dr. Decoteau would WE NEED
welcome volunteers ADVERTISEMENTS 10
o wark on new HELP DEFRAY THE

standards ! BULLETIN COSTS |
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Future of Avian Imports in the U.S.

Susan Clubb, DVM
Jorgen B. Thomsen. M5

‘The commercial trade in five, wild birds generates much conroversy. Ecological, humane, ethical,
iegal. and econotnic considerations, ofien pit animat welfare groups against user groups. the pet industry,
and aviculture. Since 1988, World Wildlife Fund has convened the Cooperative Working Group on Bird
Trade {CWGBT) 10 try to bring together the various fuctions involved in or interested in. the bird made.

The CWGBT has held eight meetings. participating in A comprehensive analysis of bird irnport and
mortaliry data as well as federa] wildlife regulations. Members each leamed of the probiems and viewpoints
of the other groups, and all members agreed that trade-related moriality represented 2 waste of natural
resources. They further agreed that captive breeding efforts were paramount to the resolution of many of
the import probliems essocisted with crade in wild-caught birds.

While disagreement still remains on centain aspects of the made in wild-caught birds, recommenda-
tions were prepared for the Departments of Agriculture and Interior, including their speclfic agencies that
oversee bird imports. Not all recommendations represent the views of the individual participating
organizations, but they do represent a compromise toward resolving the disputes.

The CWGBT recogaizes that habitat loss and local use, a5 well as international ade. contribute to the
decline of several species in the wild. It was recommended that the U.S. should reduce its reliance on wild
caught birds for impor and replace those birds with captive-bred burds. Limited importation for zoos, re-
search, or 1o replenish captive-breeding stock was not opposed.

The recomumendations that came gut of these mectings were as follows:

"...the United States should take prompt legisiative action to:

L. Reduce the demand for wild-caughl birds by faciliatng domesig and intemationa! coptive breeding of £xolic avian
spacies. encourege purchase of caplive bred bizds... promote avien conservation... educai:ng the public.
2. instituie & new system of federad reguiatory controls for live exouc mpons that will

4. Provide for import quotas on a gradually declining scalc that wili reduce and uliimatety cad within five years. the
import of wild-caughi birds for sale as pets.

b. Continue w2 altow import of wild-caught birds for spproved use in Sciendfic rescarch. roolagical displmy, educadon.
privata and commercial eaptive breeding to produce captive-bred offspring for mviculture, pet trade and breeding programs
specifically designed o przven] te extniction of specles o sub-specics, pursuant to spproval procedures developed in
cocperation with affected parties.

¢. Suspend imports for che pes made of ali wikd caught species for which eaplive beed specimens are o become avail.ahtc
in commercial quantities for tha pet trade,

d Suspend imports for twe pet trade of wild-caught specimens of species whenever it is d¢tearmined that such tradé is
contributing o the long-1erm decling of the wild population.

<. Suspend imponts of avina specics which experience excessive mortality during impon process until the cause of such
monality can be identificd and mumlityun be reduced 10 sceeplable lovels.

I. Facilitate the expeditious processing of impon aad expont documentation for shipments of captive beed birds,

t Notw:thﬂ.mdmg paragraph .. in speciat circumstances. pursuand 1o » finding on the Qffice of Scientific J\ulhnmy
and m perenjl mpplication process. altow the Impart for the pet trade of wild-caught spect of cenain orab
species when such imports can be d d 10 bened}1 the conservation of that species of ecotysiem i1 inhabils.

Additional recommendations were made as regards Federal responsibility for controlling imports. en-

. couraging closer working relationships between agencies. utilizing combined permii application and
issuanze, form a central, interagency data file between USFWS and APHIS 50 5 10 avoid duplication of
data, and provide public information terminals to provide access to important information. Recommenda-
tions were also made to implement permaneat identification markers [implants perhaps] to idendfy legal
birds, and 10 make confiscated birds available 1o zoological parks and recognized aviculturists.

Additional recommendations were made regarding quarantine of birds, transport requircments. eaptive
breeding, pre-export monelity, holding, and vaccinations.

Any individual wishing to have a photocopy of the entire report as preseated tothe Association of Avian
Veterinarians, may obtain acopy by sending $4.00 plus a self-addressed, stamped envelope 10: AAY Client
Education Committee, Amy Worell. DVM, 6330 Fallbrook Ave. Woodland Hills, CA 91357
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BIRD RECORDS—WHAT'S THE USE?
by Roddy Gabel

Although record keeping is one of those things that may
make our time with our birds seem more 1ike work than play,
it is an essantial part of aviculture. If we want to treat
our bird keeping as a business, we need to keep track of
sales and expenses. If we want a viable breeding program,
we need to keep track of pedigrees and relationships among
our birds. If we want scme measure of our success within a
given year, accurate breeding records must be kept with
information on fecundity (numbers of eggs laid), fertility,
and survival of chicks, These same records can be compared
between years to see if things are getting better, doing
worse, or staying the same. Such comparisons can be helpful
in evaluating a breeding program.

The "data base™ on even a modest flock of birds can
became substantial., Well-organized and accurate records
will make fnformation quickly accessible and eliminate
guesswork, In addition to assisting individual
aviculturists in the management of their flocks, accurate
avicultural data will be increasingly important as more and
more attempts to regulate and restrict our hobby are made.
Collectively, our records documenting successful breeding
can be used to demonstrate that aviculture is a producer
more than a consumer of birds.

The center pages in this issue of the NFS Bulletin are
record forms that I have used over the past several years,
Feel free to remove, copy, and use them. You may feel that
you need additional types of records (e.g., show results) or
that you need to modify the record forms provided to include
other information. Better yet, you may already have a
record-keeping system of your own that you find quite
adequate. Whatever the case, let's all make a commitment to
better document the goings-on in our aviaries.

Editor's note: The folloving pages are printed “across the ditch® (in the
vords of our printer), as a favor to you to make it easier for you to use
thee aftes you have thea photocopied. They are a gift to the NFS esbers
fron Roddy. Hle article sakes several very isportant pointe about the need
for, and the value of good record keeping, I hope aany, sany of you vill
resove thea and use thes. Thanke for the gift Roddy.

msususemsmmmsmmmsss
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THE MATIOMAL FINCH AMD SOFTBILL SBCIETY
AFFILIATION AGREEMENT 1991

THERE ARE ONLY TMO REQUIRENENTS THAT YOUR CLUB WILL HAVE TO MEET.
GELECT A DELEGATE TO REPRESEWT YOUR CLUB IN DEALING NITH
NFS. THAT DELEGATE WUST BE AN INDIVIDUAL NENBER OF WFS WO IS
VILLING TO KEEP IN TOUCH NITR THE HONE OFFICE AND SUPPLY INFORNATION
N YOUR SWOM DATE, ETC.
+  SEND THE APPROPRIATE FEE AND TNIS FORM TD THE ADDGESS AT THE DOTTON
DY JUME 30, [991.

LEVEL OME AFFILIATION

THIS 1S DESIGMED FOR CLUBS THAT DO NOT HAVE SHONS. YOUR BENEFITS INCLUDE AtL
THE EDUCATIONAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY, ALSD, IN SEPTEMBER OF YOUR
MFILIATION YEAR, YOU WILL RECEIVE A BEAUTIFUL PLADUE FOR YOUR CLUB. THIS
PLAQUE CAN BE A SERVICE DR BREEDER AVARD FOR DNE OF YOUR MEWBERS. (MEED NOT
BE AN NFS NENBER.) REQUESTS FOR THE WORDING DU THE PLAQUE MUST BE

RECEIVED BY WFS NO LATER THAN JUNE 30, 1991, THE FEE IS $25.

LEVEL TND AFFILIATIDN
YOUR BENEFITS NILL INCLUDE A FULL YEAR OF THE WFS DULLETIV AWD BEAUTIFUL
PLAQUES FOR FIRST AUD SECOWD BEST IV DIVISION AT YDUR SHOW. THE FEE IS $30.

LEVEL THO AFFILIATION  VITH ROSETTE PACKAGE

SAME AS LEVEL TUD BUT KITN THE ADDITION OF 10 LONG STSFAMER ROSETTES FOR THE
TEN BEST FIVCHES AUD SOFTBILLS IN DIVISION PLUS THREE RDSETTES FOR THREE BEST
UNFLIGHTED IV THE DIVISIOR. THIS DPTION WITH LEVEL TWJ COSTS $75.

LEVEL TND AFFILIATION _  NITR SOFTBILL PACKAGE
ADDS A PLAGUE FOR BEST SOFTBILL TO STANDARD LEVEL TWOD PACKAGE. COSTS $73.

LEVEL THREE AFFILTATION

THIS LEVEL INCLUDES PLAQUES FOR FIRST AND SECOND PLACE IN DIVISION; A PLAGUE
FOR BEST SOFTBILL IN DIVISION; I0 LONG STREAMER ROSETTES AUD THREE ROSETYES
FOR UMFLIGHTED BIRDS., TOTAL COST FOR LEVEL THREE IS $100,

SEND YOUR FEE ANG A NOTE INGICATING WHICH LEVEL ANB WHICH ADDITIONAL PACKAGES
YOUR CLUB WANTS TO:

PAN LIDDY, LIAISON OFFICER

245 DRAPER STREET

SPRINGFIELD, MA 01108
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BUIDE TO ORDERING 1991 NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFYBILL SOCIEYY CLOSEQ LEG BANDS

Thanks to the work done by the Band Size Comaittee ve are able to offer an
expanded 1ist of suggested sizes for nore species of flnches and softbills,
We're hoping to get sore updates from societies overseas in 1991, We also
velcoae aeabers suggestions for the list.

SIZE  T0 FIT LEGS OF:

A Ssall Waxbills, Owls, Strawberry, Orange-cheeks, Red-ears, Gold-
breasted, Guait Finch.

B Cordon Bleu, Black-cheeked Waxbills, Fire, Cuban Melodious, Olive,
Lavenders, Rufous-backed Mannikin and others.

¢ Blue Caps, Green Singers, Silverbills, Stars, Shafttails, Cherry,
Red-headed Parrot, Painted, Heck's, Pileated, Grey Singers,
Pytilias, Bronze-wing and Black and White Mannikin,

] lebras, Geuldians, Pictorellas, Yellow-rusps, Chestnut-breasted,
Bive-faced Parrot, Pintail Monpareil, sost other Parrot finches,
nost sealler Mannikins and sost Twin Spots.

3 Society, Spice, Siskins, Golden Song Sparrows, Giasend Sparrovs,
Nuns, Peter’s Twin Spots and Black Crested Finches.

] Bagpie Mannikins, and other large Mannikins, European Boldfinch and
snall Tanagers.

J Pekin Robin, Silver-eared Mesias and other saall softbills.

K Java Rice, Shana Thrush, Saffron and Red-crested Cardinal.

L Diasond Doves, other saall doves, Quail and other softbills.
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NFS BAND

ORDER FORM MAIL TO: DENISE CAPAIZI
280 BURNINGTREE DRIVE
1991 GROTON, CT 06340

NFS offers, to sembers only, closed traceable alusinue bands. Available only
in the NFS color of the year, Engraved with the initials *NF§*, size code,
year and nusber. Mo choice of numbers. A1l orders recorded for permanent
reference. Bands may be ordered in strings of ten, ali same size, at a cost
of $2.25 per string, no shipping charge. Anticipate your peeds te avoid
frequent re-orders. Orders will be shipped within 30 days of receipt.

NOTE: Oue to increasing losses in shipaent, please include .70 for postal
insurance on orders up to $50 and $1.56 for orders over $50 up to $100. 1f
you choose not to include this sum WFS will not be responsible for

replacement of bands lost in shipaent.

SIIE § OF STRINGS SIIE ¥ OF STRINGS
A R
B . S
c K
0 L
E See expanded list of sizes

recompended for particular species
on previous page.

NAKE MENBERSHIP 4

STREET

CITY

STATE e - PHONE ___

THANK YBU FOR SUPPORTINE THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY.
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DIANDND SPARRDM STANDARD
(Diamond Firetail}
Steganopleura guttata
Eabiema guttata

Accepted by the NFS Board of Directors, Noveaber 1999

CONFORNATION: 30 points
CONDITION: 20 points
COLOR & MARKINGS: 20 points
DEPORTMENT: 3 points
PRESENTATION: 1 points

CONEDRNATION; 30 points
Head, body, legs and fest.

From the beak to the tip of the tail the Diamond Sparrov should measure
between 4.3" and §°. The head should be nicely rounded, blending vith the
thick neck and back. There should be a slight dip in the nape area between
the head and the backline. The straight, conical shaped beak should be red
with a silvery cast. Eyes are farge with an orbital ring. The Diamond should
be a robust and full-bodied bird exhibiting substance. The body should appear
thick, nuscular and compact. Movever, a lumped chest is considered a fault,
The dorsal line of the back should be a consistently smooth straight line
from nape to tip of tail. The ventral line should exhibit slight concaveness
in the throat region, then gently curve into a rounded chest. This curvature
continues o the under tail coverts. The legs should pe parallel and both
feet should grasp the perch appropriately.

Wings:

The wings should be held close to the body and meet evenly atop the upper
tail coverts, Crossed wings are $o be considered a fault,

Tails

The Diamond has a short, squared tail with gently rounded outer tail
feathers. The tail should follow the straight dorsal line of the bird. & tail
angling downward or a skytail is considered a fault.

COND1T1DN; 20 points
While Diamond Sparrows are not difficult to saintain, acquiring excellent

tondition requires additional work, including frequent bathing. For exhibit,
all feathers should be present, clean and shiny. Legs and feet should be
clean and free of abnormal growths and scaling. Pin feathers, aissing
feathers, soiled or frayed feathers, missing toes or toepails are all

2



condition faults and will count against the bird. Any sign of obvious disease
shall be faulted.

COLOR AND MARKINGS: 20 points

Cocks: Beaks should be deep red with a silvery grey cast covering all but
the thin ris at the base. Forehead, crown, nape and lover neck are mediua
dull grey. This fades evenly to a pale silvery grey vhite on ear coverts,
lower cheeks and throat areas. Broad black lores initiate at the base of the
beak (centered evenly at the point which maxilla and aandible aeet) and
extend to posterior eye. Reddish to dark brown eyes are fully surrounded by a
ring of pink orbital skin, The back and wing coverts are a dull greyish
brown. Primaries and secondaries are a darker greyish brown vith narrov, pale
fringes on the outer vebs. Underwing coverts are whitish. A broad horizontal
black band extends across the chest, marks sides of chest and halts at
posterior flanks. Bold vhite spots dot the black sides and flanks, vith rusp
and uppertail coverts a brilliant scarlet red. Tail is jet black. Legs and
feet, a dark bluish grey with a silvery cast,

Hens: Similar except more narrow chest band and paler orbital skin,

Rutations:

Fawn: Fawn replaces all grey areas and deeper, darker fawa replaces black
areas. Scarlet rusp also somevhat dilute,

DEPORTHENT: 5 points

Having been domesticated in cage or aviary for several generations, the
Diamond Sparrow should exhibit in a composed manner, Appearing alert, steady
and bold, the Diamond should stand up straight and move from perch to perch
calaly. Excessive roosting or crouching on the perch to te faulted.

PRESENTAT 10M: 5 points

At this time, a standard show cage is not required. A Wational Finch

and Softbill Society Standard show cage, size 4 2 is recomaended, However,
any clean cage suitable to the size of the bird can be used. Flat top
preferred. Perches suitable to the size of the birds feet need to be used.
Perches should run from the cage front to rear and be positioned far enough
from the sides so as not to injure the tail vhen the bird moves from perch to
perch. Position perches to give the judge a full tateral viev of the bird.

- —

WE NEED ADVERTISERS !'!

The Bullatln costs about $1000 an issve to publish and distrlbute and it is
not paying for 1tself. PLEASE, comsider running an ad or ask suppliers that
you deal vith to consider runnlng an ad. The rates ara very resonable,
considaring that each issue is seen by about 1600 very interested finch and
softhill fasciers. Ratas are published on the *Classified ad" pages., Thaaks.
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ORINK 10 (OMPLETE
UITRITIN & MINERAL INTAKE

AVitr0n® Delivers Eight

Essentiel Vitamins In The 8ird's Water.

These can be critical. Because hirds use
vitamins rapidly and can't atways rely on
seed 1o supply their needs.

Important B Complex vitamins, for exam-
ple. are found in seed hulls. Linfortunately.
the hulls usually end up on the bottom of the
cage . .. along with the 8 Cormplex vitamins. &
fack at B vitamms may result in nervous and
digestive disorders, curly tog paralysis and
weakness.

Some seed mixes. on the other hand. are
jusl vitamin poor. They lack quality and
proper seed variety. And even the very best
can lose their potengy during storage.
AVITRON helps make up lor this by helping
to prevent problems such as impaired
vision. poor muscle development, unhealthy
skin. soft eggshells, rickets and excessive

AVimin® Supplles Six

Essential Minerals in Water Soluble Form.

That makes AVIMIN more effective and
conventent than most other mineral supple-
ments such as cuttiebone, bincks and pow-
ders because the bird gets a balanced variety
of minerals every lime it drinks,

AVIMIN helps promote strang bones, sturdy
eggshells. healthy skin, balanced body Uuid
and muscle tone. And aids in reducing Lhe
passibility of anemia. rickets, goiters and
slipped tendens due to mineral deficiancy.

So fill your bird’s cup with

water, AVITRON and

AVIMIN. And let it drink to
good health.

blseding due to
vitamin shortages. .
W
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WHY NOT KEEF SOFTBILLS ?

by Les Gibson

The tera "Softbill* is older than you'd think. In 1B32, Darvin, vhen
cruising down the Parana River in Paraguay, resarked that the flight of a
local Kingfisher vas "like that of the soft-nilled hirds'.® When [ first caae
to Portland, Oregon, 1 immediately vent to a local bird club (there are two)
and asked if anybody kept softbills, 1 have done this in several places
around the world, and have usually been led to some oid geezer, wheezing froa
bird-borne aspergillosis, vho remembered softhills froa his hoyhood days. But
in Portland nobody at the club had heard the tera (like Bave Barry, 1 am not
saking this up). In this NFS Bulletin I am preaching to the converted, but
there aust be some finchkeepers out there who have been svithering,
convincing themselves that softhills are difficult. They're not.

for a start, softhills make little mess of their surroundings.
Compare this with finches. As soon as their owners go out, finches indulge in
a gase of "boot-the-aillet®. This entails kicking millet seed, which rolls
best, as far as possible from the cage and in any direction. Variations of
this are "blow-the-down" and "rip-the-newspaper®. Either way the results are
alvays the same - sess! Of course, parrots are auch vorse. The average parrot
aviary usually looks like a Desert-Shield hoab site.

The tvo secretfs to successful softhill keeping are accommodation and
feeding, Outside, planted aviaries are best, vith inside planted flights a
good substitute. Space and plants are the trick. Small, unfurnished finch-
type cages are out.

Many people {especially in zoos) enjoy pottering about vith a vide
and unnecessary assortaent of gourmet softhill foods, (like chopped newborn
aicet, Feeding can be kept simple for those who do not have the tize or
inclination. Almost every species I have kept has aoulted and thrived on a
staple diet of - PEANUT BUTTER SANDWICHES! (I aa still not making this up!)
Spread peanut butter on one side of a piece of apy kind of bread except
sourdough, and soft margarine on the other. Chop this up as required for the
size of bird, or put it through an old hand-operated sincer. The margarine
supplies some elements lacking in the peanut butter (particularly calciue and
vitamins A and D) The only problea with this is that it dries out in hot
veather and most birds prefer it soft. Dried surplus makes good mealvore
food,

As a back up, a bowl of ground-up dog kibble should be left in the
aviary. This is cheap, nutritious and keeps indefinitely if dry, but vhereas
everything eats the bread, some perseveramce and training is needed for the
kibble, Nectar-feeders voa't eat it at all. And that’s it. 1f you still

Continued on page 13
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SOFTBILLS, A MIXED COLLECTION
by Kenneth Archer

We took the leap from keeping finches to softbills. As hobbyists
vith linited space it vas a serious step because we read that softbills are
aggressive, need lots of space and special diets.

The enclosure vhich 1 constructed is 8 feet long, 3 feel deep and
2.5 feet tall, 1t is divided into a 5 and 2 3 foot long compartment. The
floor and lower part of the valls are tiled: a pool built into the floor
holds approximately 3 gallons of vater. The floor is tapered and has a drain.
The back and one end is sheetrock covered with a photo mural covered with
Mylar. The front and one end is glass and allows for good viewing. The
enclosure is lighted vith Vitalites. Cleaning is done by hosing the enclosure
down.

In the 3 foot area is a Blue-streaked Lory and a Green-naped
Lorikeet. The other space is for softbills. Pekin Rebins were the first pair,
a Cinnamon Rock Bunting vas added, a Siberian Tit, a pair of Pagoda Mynahs
ang finaily a pair of Blue-naped Mousebirds. The Siberian Tit died, we assuse
from age. The rest have gotten along very well together. In July 1930, the
Mousebirds expressed an interest in going to nest. After the Pagoda Nynahs
ate two of their egqgs the Mynahs vere vesoved to a separate cage. The
Mousebirds have settled down and now have 3 eore white with brownish-red
speckled eggs. They take turns sitting. Sometimes they sit side by side but
facing opposite directionse

The diet is prepared fresh every morning., Two types of pelletized
food are given, fresh fruits and vegetables mealworas and hard-boiled egg,
lory nectar is given every other day. Alvays in the cage are powdered
cuttlebone, grit, finch seed and a suppiement made of Nutra Care and Quintrex
Nestling food "A". The supplement is eaten in good quantities. Treats include
occasional releases of crickets.

An additional note says "The Pagoda Mynahs have buill a messy nest froa
newspaper, grasses and eggshell in a cockatiel box.* Kenneth's pair are both
doaestic and parent raised. This should contribute te his success with thea.
Best of luck and please let us know what happens next! The Editor

TO ALL MEMBERS....
PLEASE...check your address label and keep your membership and your address
up to date. RENEWALS AMD ADDRESS CHAMGES SHOULD BE MALLED TO:

NFS He:betghjb Bervices, Russell Araitage, Jr.
345 Boston Road, Middletown, CT 06457
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breeders
just don’t -

Because thereisn't any bet-
terl So they feed their cage
blrds Petamine™.
Scientifically formulated, nu-
tritionally balanced and uni-
versity tested, Petamine is a
mixture of natural seeds and
includes all the essential vita-
mins and minerals to heip you
breed better birds.

Canaries, parakeets, finches,
parrots, cockatiels and lgve
birds will be healthier, stronger
and more vigorous with a daily
diet of Petamine.

Petamine promotes brilliant
colorful plummage,
stimuiates song and

makes moulting faster

any better. -

produce more fertite hatch-
able eggs.
Since 1948 Petamine has been

the bird food of
champions. If
you're feeding
YOur birds some-
thing else, you
should know
better. Petamine.
Petamine by Kellogg i available
inSoz,2lb, 5k, 10b.and 25
Ib. packages. Call or write for
the dealer nearest you, Other
fine Ketiogg progucts include:
Budgimine™ o Para-

keet Seed e Canary

Seedt e Finch Seed o

Parrot Food e Song

and easier. It will even == Food e Cockatiel Food
help your aduit birds —@ ¢ Handfeeding Diet »
-- Fortified Cage Bird

Foods e Kellogg's

Ke"ogg InC.Treats 8 Seedies

Seeds & supplies
322 tast Florida Street & Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 & 1-B00-792-3504 Ext. 492
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CLASSIFIED ADS

IEEEINE: = =t R R e
NFS SHOW CAGES FOR SALE: Sizes 1 L 2 availabla - fully assesbled and painted
in your choica of vhite or light blue interior. Send SASE for pricalist and
shipplng Info, J. Brown, 23 Bmacon Hill Road, East Martford, CT 06108 80

FINCHES: All kinds. Douestic and imported. Mill ship. Send SASE. A-1 Aviary,
3303 Axiom Ava., Orlando, FL 32803 (407) 352 1593 it

AUSTRALIAN FINCHES: All dosestically bred. Most closed banded. Ovls, Red
Headed Parrots, Shafttails, Stars, Gouldians. Also Cordan Bleus. Eric Milk,
3203 Enisgrove Drive East, Pala Harbor, FL 34683 (BI3) 7B7 2165 ja
PLEASE MOTE: Previous area code was wrong! 1t vas sy error. Please try to
call this advertiser again. Sorry. The Editor.

SHOW CAGES: NFS specification box show cages and fronts. Asseabled or kits
available. Greg Aden, South Bay Exotics, Hermosa Beach, CA (213} 379 2416 ji

FOR SALE: Gouldian finches, red and black heads. A few vhite-breasted and
splits, all 1990 NFS closed-banded. Tony Nollauer, {203) 374 7052 50

WANT TO BiY OR WILL TRADE: Female Green Honeycreeper, female Melba Finch,
female Red-headed Amadine, two female Parson Finches. FOR SALE: English
lebra Finches, Wand-fed Quaker Parakeet chicks. (Kot for sale to PA, TN, (A,
and 8A) Warvin Yoder, P.0. Box 98, Accident, MD 21520 (301) 746 BEES so

MANTEC: Grey Singing Finches for breeding progran. Young preferred,
D. Cabral, (508) 3BE 3293, 50

USEQ CAGES: 15 large stackabie Terenziani vhite enamel cages, with trays.
39° vide, 19° high, 19" deep. Complete with cups and perches. $ 85 each or

$ 1100 for all. 3 base units with sliding doors, on casters, $ 95 each or 3
for § 250. Jack Kook, (201} 383 B47R. 50

SELLING OUT: Ringnack Coves - Fawn, White, Rosy Pied, Tangerine and Orange.
All mutations in normal feather and silky. Wany splits. Chinese Laceneck and
Green Wing. Also - Zebra Finches - B + colors including Black-breasted and
Orange-breasted. Birds from National Show winning stock. Wark Hennekey,
(716) 2335 3933. 50

FOR SALE: 0wl Finches, WFS close-banded 1990, 4 fesales, 1 male. Parent

raised. $75 mach. Alse ! pair of Peters Twinspots. $200, Call Peggy, (50R)
462 7368. {(Mass.)
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Classified ads

GOULOLAN FINCHES: Yellow and Red heads, at reasonable prices. All
dosestically bred vith great care, Also some chocolate and fava Societies
available. Call Joe Cammarato at (CT)} (203} 874 3137

e e g e gl e o iy e e e e e

EINCHSAVE CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEURESRRARIAIE=ATI=ooo=S

NEEDEO: New blood for Cherry Finches. Could use two extra hens. Jose
Aleaan, A-1 Aviary, 3503 Axioa Ave., Orlando, FL 32809 (407) 352-1593

MEEBEO: Black-Crested finches. (Lophospingus pussilus) for Finchsave

progras, Need hens, hovever simngles and pairs accepted. Stephen Hoppin,
813 997-2237 after 7 pumv.

NEECED: White Eyes {Iosterops) and Svee (Dufresng’s) Naxbills for FINCHSAVE

breeding prograa. Jodie Oavis, 7721 James Madison Hvy., Gainesville, VA
22063, (703) 754 9643,

ADVERTISING RATES
DISPLAY READY (FPHOTO READY) AD COPY

FULL FAGE % 33 PER ISSUE OR € 144 PER YEAR
HaLE PAGE % 20 PER ISSUE OR $ 96 PER YEAR

CLASSIFIED ADS

FINCHSAVE CLASSIFIEDS FREE TO PARTICIPANTS.
OTHERS ARE 15 CENTS PER WORD, PER ISSUE.

PLEASE HELP * I am in meed of plaques, trophies and other avards to exchange
vith other overseas bird clubs, If you have any unvanted avards of any type
lying around collecting dust, please send thea to me. (You can even send the
dust!) I can clean and refurbish thea for use in our Overseas Exchange
Project. You can send one or many; ve'll take vhat you have. Your help is
needed and appreciated- THANKS ! Please send to:

Ton Reod, 312 N, Broadvay, Shelbyville, IL 62565,

£.5 They don't even have to be bird avards as [ can get new trophy figures,




===‘==========Bﬂﬂﬂ===ﬂ===-===ﬂﬂ===== .
All articles, anecdotes, artwork,
ads and other additions to the
bulletin should be sent tox
NFS Editor, Brenda Ggesey
1285 W. Jackson St.
York, PA 17403
Thanks.
P.S. Also all complaints, comments,
compliments, colloquies, critiques
and consternations. Thanks again.

T s s s s e L L T S S RS E S EOEEREES

HIGHEST QUALITY:

LIVE PETFOOD

MAXIMUM NUTRITION
AQUARIUMS, AVIARIES, AND PET SHOPS

MEAL WORMS MAJORZOOS THROUGHOUT

1000 ... ....... 4 50 UNTRY TRUST

GRUBCO'S OUALITY

5000 .....inii 15.00 FEEDER |Ng£c*rs.
20000 ........... 56.00

" FLY LARVAE

............ . . CALLTOLL FREE

Py Tr—— 1-800-222-3563
VISA,C.0.D. A B et F OB 1o

CONTACT US NOW FOR OUR LOWEST PRICE ON LARGE QUANTITIES!

INCORPORATED
P.O. BOX 15001 —HAMILTON, OHIO 45018

35



1.

2.

El

REVISED VERSION BF THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFVBILL SOCIETY’S
AFPRENTICE JUDGE PROGRAN

As approved by the Board of Directors. Novesber, 1990,

Any nev apprentice is required to write a letter of request to the Panel
Director, listing her/his gualifications.

Bualifications HUST inciude;

a. Have bred finches for five years,

b, Have exhibited under own nase (or own aviary name) for three
years,

¢, Nust have placed five (5) times in top ten in shows under (at
least) three (3) NFS Panel Judges,

Nust take and pass a written test with S0 or better. 1f not passed, must
study for one year and take the test again. (Not vithin one year.) The
test to be taken only at: AFA Convention, The Kaytee fireat American or
the National Cage Bird Show, by pre-arrangesent only.

Cannot apprentice until the test is passed. Each of three apprenticeships
to be pre-approved by the Panel Chairman, the Panel Judge involved and

the Shov Nanager of the show involved,

Bnce three apprenticeships are completed and satisfactory reports are
received fros the judges involved, the apprentice sust submit a request
through the Panel Birector for final Board approval.

The Apprentice sust appear before the Board, (or subamit a notarized
statesent) indicating she/he understands and agrees to the following:

a, When requested to write a report, it sust be done immediately,
(Example - the three reports of shows to be judged.)

b. All show reports sust be in within two weeks,

¢. All judges sust respond to all inquiries and must participate
on Standard committees,

d. NFS Panel Judges must adhere to all NFS Judges rules and must
judge by current NFS Standards,
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Editor's Note: This article is reprinted fros THE JOURNAL (F THE ASSOCIATION
OF AVIAM VETERIMARIMNS. I subscribe to this fine magazine and I wrote to
their editor, Linda Harrisou, requesting persisslon to reprint fros it. In
her reply she wrote, *1 am pleased that you flod thew useful and 1 am happy
to extend permission for you to reprint selected articles.” I gratefully
acknouledge the JMV as the orlginal source and I hope you vill take
advantage of the fact that there is a relatively new "subscriber category®
and that an application is published o page 20. 1 have learned a lot froa
this publication and T as honored to be able to reprint sese of it.

BACKYARD MYNAHS: STARLINGS AS PETS

by Mark Spreyer
=RTCEzz==s===sSZoSTzsTI=SIoE sTI=TIEE=

According to one estimate, each year 600,00 parrots are packed and
delivered around the vorld. As ve all knov, many of these birds, vhich
include some endangered species, do ot reach their destinations alive,
Parrots and other rare exotics are in demand because they are colorful, are
capable of mimicry, and, due to their high value, impart high status to their
ouners. I vould like to suggest that colorful, talkative exotics can be had
for such less money and at a such lover risk to tare species. I offer an
alternative vieu to the often maligned and rarely appreciated European
Starling (Sturnus vulgaris). Its prying adaptation and mimicry skills sake it
a success in the vild as vell as an entertaining pet.

In sy early years as a naturalist, I never heard anything good about
starlings. They vere held up as an exasple of the evils vrought by introduced
species. 1t vas not until I started work as an ornithologist for the Chlcago
Acadeny of Sciences that sy attitude touards these birds began to change. I
acquired 3 starling and have had his since June of 1987, His nase is Rod ...
Rod Starling. Hy experiences vith Red have taught se much about starlings as
household pets.

Starlings In The Yard. Starlings rapidly spread acress the coustry after
they vere introduced in the latter half of the nineteenth century. Starling
advocates quickly turned into starling critics. Teday, starling control
efforts are usually futile and can be fatal to noa-target species, For
exasple, in I1linois, the use of fenthion, an arganophosphate pesticide,
against starlings has recently been questiosed. Evidence indicated that at
least tvo state endangered species (Cooper’s Havk and Sharp-shinned Hawk)
vere aenng the raptors found dead fros secondary feathion poisoning. These
results resulted froe eating starlings and otber so-called nuwisance birds
that had absorbed fenthion from treated perches. I suggest it's time for a
different approach. Ratber than trying to eliminate starlings, let's start
appreciating thea.

continued on page 43
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F I RCHSHORP

To purchase, fill out the fors, check the iteas vanted, total the anount and
send a check made out to NFS in the exact amount fo:

FINCHSHOP, c/o Jerry McCavley, 400 Charles St,, [uzerne, P& 18709,

BULLETIN BACK ISSUES ($2.30 each) NEW ITEMS

Check the January/February 1990 ========

issue for the index of articies, __NFS PLASTIC MATER BOTTLE % 6.00
Nith an extension tube, Holds 13 oz

1985 all & issues available. To fil} show cage vater dishes or

1986 all b issues available. for you on that next marathoen rum,

1987 all b issues available, See sketch in this issue.

1988 all & issues available.

1989 all b issues available, __NFS SECDND DFFICIAL PIN, $ 5.00

1930  all & issues available. HFS Logo and Red-headed Gouldian

Hale, six colors, gold edge.
The next index, which will incinde

1990, will appear in the __19%0 T-shirts,
January/february 1991 issue. A vhite Shafttail, "National Finch
and Softbill Society" in blue.

NFS OFFICIAL MUG See photocopy of design and sizes

__NFS Loge & Java Sparrow 6 B.00 available elsewhere in this issue.

NFS FIRST DFFICIAL PIN __ NFS ARACARI T-SHIRT ¢ 12.00 each

__NFS Logo & IEBRA Finch  $ 5.00 __small __sedium __large __x-large

HFS HANDBODK SOLD DUT SHON CAGE BLUEPRINTS

Editing is complete and typing is __} Cage (Finches up to and

progressing on the revised handbook. including Iebras} $ 4.00

Ne're sorry for the delay. 11 you can __#2 fage (Finches larger than

heip type w/Nordstar 4, please tall. lebras) $ 4.00
__13 Cage (Soitkills) $ 4.00

ERIC PEAKE LITHDGRAPH __All three cage plans $ 10.00

*The Diamond Sparrov”, signed and
nusbered by the artist, ¢ 30.00 NFS MANE BADGE
__$ 5.00 {Mesbers only)

Name NFS Nbshp. Mo,

Address ___Lity_ State Lip
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

JB
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THE NATIONAL FINCH AND
SOFTBILL SOCIETY

_{.

NEW FINCHSHOP ITEMS !°

#1. The nev Gowldian and NFS Logo Pin. VYery
pice FUL color Red-headed male Gouldian,

Purple band around edge, gold letters. #hite
background behind bird, Same “stick-pin® back
as the previous model. $6. 00,

#2. This 15 the design that is approximately
10* vide on the nev T-shirts. The Shafttail is
vhite, outlined in black, red beak and legs and
the lettering is blue. Sharp’ The shirts are
1001 cotton, Sizes W, L, L a fev XIL, $15.00,

#3. Handy vater bottle. Makes it easy to

refill those shov cage vater cups, Keeps vater
fron hone fresh vhile you travel. Helds 18 oz,
NFS logo on both sides, Clear plastic, $5.00

AND...Bruce, the cut and paste master, got thes
atl on one page! Hooray! The Editor.
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BENEFITS OF JOINING
THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILE SOCIETY

The National Finch and Softbill Society is dedicated to the preservation of
all finch and softbill species.

1. Qur bi-sonthly Bulletin connects you vith other finch and softbill
keepers around the country, 1t includes articles on diet, breeding,
sanagesent and the experiences of other aviculturists. NFS keeps you abreast
of the nevs on legislation.

2. NF5 has a progras nased "FINCHSAVE'. The goal is to establish and
saintain all finch and softbil} species in Aserican aviculture, All seabers
are encouraged to enhance the propagation of finches and softbills.

3. NFS maintains an annual census that can connect you with other
breeders for the purpose of exchanging information or breeding stock.

4, NFS offers, to seabers, closed, fraceable, leg bands.

5. NFS has an affiliation prograe, Your club can affiliate and recejve
plaques and rosettes 3s shov awards, Non-shov clubs can affiliate and receive
service avards for aembers. Speakers are availakle, vith slide programs that
feature finches and softbiils.

b. Each year NFS holds a National show. All sesbers are encouraged to attend

and participate. An International Patronage Exchange brings avards from
foreign countries.

7. NKFS has a Judges Panel, composed of individuals who have cospleted the
apprenticeship program. All judge by the NFS Standard of Judging, are
approved by the Board of Directors and are available to local clubs.

3. NFS has established exhibition standards for; Cordon Bleu Waxbills,
Gouldians, Green Singing Finches, Java Rice Birds, Shafttails, Society
Finches and Zebra Finch Standards. Lavenders, Star Finches, Fire Finchrs,
Diamend Sparrovs and Pekin Robin Standards are now "in the works®.

9, NFS sponsors a "Chaspionship Exhibitor® award program and a
*Chaspionship Bird* program. Both revard high achievesents on the show bench,

11, *Finchshop®, the sales division, offers various itess for sale to
seabers, The profits are used to support the Society's other programs.

JOIN WITH US . . SEWD IN YDUR APPLICATIDN . . TODAY !
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THE NATIONAL FINCH
MAND SOFITEILL SUCIETY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NANE ——
ADDRESS

¢y STATE e

PHONE NUMBER NEW NBSHP RENENAL _

CHECK ONE: Single-$15.___ Dual-$20.___ Junior-$7.50___ (linder & yrs.)

Please list second name for dual mesbership.

Canadian and foreign subscriptions are sailed first class.
Please send US funds. Canadian, add $5.00, foreign, add $10.00.

[lease give us scee more inforsation about you !

pecies of finches and softbills you are interested in:

Please check the topics that are wost interesting to you in the Bulletin:

nutritien breeding

sanagesent exhibition

conservation classified ads NFS news b notes

MAILL TO: RUSSELL ARMITAGE, JR.
345 Boston Road
Middlietown, CT 064537

c/o NFS Membership Services
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NEW HAGEN BIRD PRODUCT — A State-of-the-art nutritional bird aupplement

CONCENTRATED FULL SPECTRUM VITAMIN, MINERAL
AND LIMITING AMINO ACID SUPPLEMENT

=~ Ultra tine highly palatable powder does not cake over time

- Penetratea aoft toods tor accurate doaage adminlstration

— Contains 14 vitamina and 9 minerals misaing in most diets

— Extra vitamin C and € tor increased breeding and as antioxidants

- Calcium gluconate carrler adda required calcium deticlent in most aupplements

- Exotic frult avoring without edded augar which can promote pathogenic organisms
— Lysine and Methionine amino aclds improve dlet protein quality

- Unlque combination ot enzymes and acidifiers to Improve digestion

- Micro-encapaulated Beneticlal Bacterla (Probiotics) keep birds In top conditlon

~ Bignificantly improves the growth of handteeding babies

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR
LOCAL PET DEALER

Years of formulation and field testing have resulted in
the most advanced avian supplement. Prime has
excelled above all other supplements in providing afl
species ol companion birds with their required
nutrients. Prime is not a dumping ground tor every
nutrient known to man, however, ingregients were
setected strictly on the basis of need. This results in
higher levels of those nutrients truly needed by birds.
For most accurate dosage administration, we rec-
ommend Prime be sprinkled over your bird’s favorite
fruits and vegetables.

THE BEST WAY
TO ENSURE TOTAL
NUTRITION FOR ALL
CAGE BIRDS

DISTRIBUTED BY: TISTRIBUE PAR
LES.AROLF C HAGEN {UL.S & ) COAP,. Mansheid, Ma.
CANADA: BOLF C HAGEN INC.. Montrdal Oud. HAR 1ER
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BACKYARD NYNAMS: STARLINGS

Starlings In The Yard Having starlings im your backyard provides a
action. lnstead of hoppimg and pecking likm most backyard birds, starliegs
valk and pry. As they open their bmak, they spread apart dry Isaves and grass
exposing larvae and grubs that no othar bird is likely to find because no
other bird has this ability.

Anatosical studies reveal that in the bird's skull it is the abductor
suscles that close the bill vhile the protractors are responsible for opening
the beak. Im sost birds the protractors are ssall and weak, but in the
starling thay ars enormous and poverful. Further, the starling’s skull
narrovs dramaticaily in advance of the eye. So as the starling opens it's
beak to pry, its eyes are pulled forvard so it can examine the prey it
exposes,

Starlings In The House Personal experience has taught me that a starling
leaves no stone, pencil, vatchband, paper clip or other household itea
unturned or unpried. With the additional incentive of a mealvors in an old-
fashioned matchbox, Rod quickly discovered hov to use his beak to slide open
the box and obtain the matches within.

11 Rod did nothing more than pry his way through the house, he'd make a
vonder fully entertaining pet, but he does much more. Starlings can be taught
to speak. Rod, though, didn't need formal lessons. He taught himself vith the
help of the phone and my answering machine. "Hello, this is Mark Spreyer.
Beep!" is one of his more frequent remarks. He doesn't do just human voices
but also bird calls, neighborhood dogs, mechanical bells and, last but not
least, genuine starling calls. His skill at mimicry is easily understood vhen
one recails that starlings are in the same family as the mynahs. More than
once | have dashed out of the shover to answer a phone that turned out to be
Rod.

To obtain a starling, one should contact the local nature center or
vildlife rehabilitator. Visitors often bring young starlings to these canters
in the hopes that they vill be raised and released. it is a young starling
that you vant, as an older bird vill not imprint on its owner. Many nature
centers do not treat any wildtife but they would probably give you a call if
they vere avare of your interest in starlings. Since starlings are imports,
they are not protected by the migratory bird lavs. The folks vho work at
thase centers might have some useful suggestions about cage design or on
books to read about raising birds. One source I would suggest is the bird
section from The Introduction to Wildlife Rehabilitation, available fros the
Nationa] Wildlife Rehabilitators Association.

I keep Rod in a modified NcKeevar-style post-opsrative cage that wvas
originally built for small raptors. I recosmend matural perches that are
changed on a regular basis. Proper perches are important, as captive
starlings can develop busblefoot. Reaember that starlimgs will try to pry in
any opealng so watch for sharp edges. Starlings can adapt to a vaviety af
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enclosures but 1 would offer two suggestions. First, the larger the space you
can afford your starling, the better. Second, orient your cage so that it is
partially in the sun. Rod rarely sits still but sore than once 1 have found
hin prone, vings outstretched, hasking in a shaft of sunlight.

Rod does not spend the vhola day in his cage. His sorning bath is a daily
ritual. 1 open the cage and he flies to the bathrooa sink where the bowl
slowly fills fros the dripping faucet. Rod hops in and proceeds to spray
vater at least three feet in all directions as he entbusiastically bathes.
Aftervard he flies to the tovel rack vhere he preens and dries. 1f you're not
villing to surrender your bathroos to a starling, make sure he has a bath-
sized vater hovl in his cage, All starlings love to hathe, With a little
encour agesent, Rod returns to his cage vhere a fresh bovl of food awaiis.

1 have heard of many possihle starling diets. Rod thrives on the diet
used hy Andrea Kane, a hird rehabilitator who runs the Wild Bird Care of
northern 11linois. She has successfully raised and released scores of
starlings. Andrea starts young starlings on a mixture of dry cat food and
aynah bird pellets that have heen soaked and mashed into a paste. Dnce they
reach the seif-feeding stage, the sase coshination {approximately 607 pellets
and 40% cat food is proevided but it is only mcistened and not mashed
together. Mealworms can be used as rewards or induceeents for proper
behavior,

The most cosmson probleas [ have seen with captive starlings are overgrown
bills or toenails. These can sasily he corrected with common nail clippers
and eaery hoards. Of course, the hird may ohject to this procedure but it is
auch easier to work on a thin-hilled wvith vell-developed protractors than it
is to handle an angry thick-hilled psittacine vith huge ahductors!

I you are still not convinced about the merits of starlings as pets, 1'4d
like to teil one more story. ln Austria, on May 27, 1784, a customser dashed
inte a local pet store. He was stupefied to hear a caged bird vhistling the
Allegretto these from Mozart's & Major Concerto. He paid 34 Kreutzer for the
bird and nased hin Vogel-Stahrl. Vogel-Stahr] soon became a cherished pet.
The bird, of course, was a comaon starling. The customer, hovever, was not
your everyday passer-by. His name...Molfgang Asadeus Mozart,

Another Editor's note. The photos that accompany this article show a bright-
eyed Starling vith gleaming plumage prying open a aatchhox, singing to Mark
Spreyer vhile percbing on his hand, and bathing in typical exuberant starling
style, Fros the Susser 1990 issue of JAAV. 1 vish we could reproduce thes.

My thanks again to the JOURMAL DF THE ASSOCIATION OF AVIAN VETERIMARIANS aod
to Mark Spreyer. Best vishes to Rod, and all of his triba.
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