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FRON THE PRESIDENT

For the first time ever I can say we have qotten a qood response to
the Bird Census. Census returns came in from all over the United
States. Keep them coming. The Cenus will be published twice annualily.
duly and Deceaber will be the publication issues.
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NFS, P.0. BOX 18407, EAST HARTFORD, CT 0A11B.

MEMBERSRIP SERVICES: C/0 RUSS ARMITAGE JR. 345 BOSTON ROAD,
MIDDLETOWN, CT 06457,
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NOTICE 70 ALL CLUB DELEGATES

On page 10 of this issue are 1987 listinos of the NFS Affiliated Clubs and
their show inforsation. Under the club name is your name, the club’s
delegate to NFS. Below that is your telephone number, so that prospective
new sesbers for your club and interested exhibitors for your show can call
and get needed inforaation. The show date, Panel Judge and location of
your show are also listed.

Look carefully at your club’s listing. ls it correct? As you can sae
sosae have blank lines where information has not been received by the
editor. As delegate it is your job to write to the editor and fill in the
blanks for hir.

Having cosplete inforsation for your club, is the best way to interest
people in your club. Many exhibitors are willing to travel to a show, but
generally only to clubs where full information is available.

Help your club and NFS by giving us your complete listing now! !
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The National Finch
and Softbill Society

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAE _ OFFICE USE ONLY
ADDRESS NFSE Seld

Ciyy Req.4__ [ues_
STATE Z1p - fnn, Jate

Check type of mesbership desired:
SinqleDlS.OO. DualDZ0.00, JuninrD?.SOt-l&yrsl. Lanada add #5.

Foreign add $10. Canada and Foreign Subscriptions are first class.
Please list other name to be included in a dual sesbership:

Please answer a few questions for us:

How long have you been involved in finches and softbiils? _ yrs,
How many species have you kept?
How many species have you successfully bred?
Do you exhibit in bird shows?
Do you keep softbilled birds?
Please list an occupation or special talent that may be helpful to
the NFS (printer, artist, lawyer etc.)
Are you interested in participating in the NFS Judges Panel?
Please indicate below the items you are sost interested in.
Nutrition__breeding__ sanagagesent _ exhibition_ bulletin

PLEASE MAIL YOUR APPLICATION AND DUES TO:

NFS Member Services ¢/o Russ Armitage Jr.
345 Boston Road, Middletown, CT 06457
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The National Finch Society

L9B7 _CLOSED _ALUMINUM LEG_BANDS

THE STANDARD MFS LEG BANDS FOR MEMRERS ONLY

Bands are avarlable in standard NFS color of tha year only

. T AT T T yTToToTmTemTTm !
E S1am : For | Cost i
? ? Snaller Wanbills & Dul Fraches i 3
! B ' Cordon Bleu, Firefinch, k Lavender finch : :
! C E lebra Finch Gouldians, Stars, Heck's Grass ! E
E E Finch, Cutthroats, Parrot Finches, etc, \ MAY BE H
jTmmTTm e §TTTTmmmmmesmmssssemsssssssossssosossoosssosssoees ! DRDERED !
' D ! Chasnut Braasted, Yellow Rueped, & Pectoralis | H
e O i IN LOTS OF !
é E E Spciety Finches, Nuns, Firetails, b Dianonds ; 10 BANDS E
oo §TTTTTTTT T oToTommmommemsemssmmmsssosssossessnnoo PoAT s1,25
i (; i Larger Waxbills & Canaries !

R R ! PER LOT !
! J ! Yorkshires, Norwich, Pakin Robins, etc. : j
E P( ? Java Rice Birds, Indiran Shama, etlc, } é
: L ! Quail, Doves, b Dther Soétbills | E

NFS tands eay be ordered in lots of 10 bands, consecutively numabered at $[,23
per each lot, 1,00 shipping and handling should be ncluded with each order,
whether 1O or LOO bands are heyng ordered, Bands will be ;hlﬁped within 30
days of receipt of your order, although eost nrders will be shipped the saee
wWeek a5 received, here 15 no color choice, The standard NFS color of the
year will be used. Each hand will have stasped: "NFS", the band size code,
year and number, ALl nuabars will be recorded by the NFS band secretary for
permanent record.

Please eake your check or eoney order payable to NFS and send your order tol
NFS BAND BECRETARY

Roger D'Connall
450 Moody Etrnntszou 114

Walthae, Mass, 154
Ploaase send ne the iollowing bands. LMultiples of 10 only,}
AL Bt 1 1L Dt 1 E{ 61 1 Jrol ki) L1
Total auaber of 10 units | I w #1,25 per uatt + $1,00 shipping = [$ 1

DRDER YDUR (967 NATIDMAL FINCH SOCIETY BANDS TODAY ' ' !



Lag ﬁnn@_i.ng Procu(_uﬂ}'»_ |
courtesy of the
NATIONAL FINCH S0CLETY

The sost isportant thing to remsesber when you
begin to band a finch is to do it over a counter
or table in case the chick sakes a sudden mave,
it will not fall to the floor.

The age of the bird to be banded varies with the
species. Generally it will be between five and

six days old. You can tell by looking at the
ankle joint (the joint where the toes come to-
gether) and the size of the band.

The band is generally placed on the right leg

of the bird. Banding just before the mightly
roost will help prevent picking of the band by

the parents. By the next morning the birds will
have forgotten about the band.

Have the band ready with a toothpick (or other
blunt instrumsent and a lubricant. Hold the chick

firaly but in a way not to cut off the air supply
or to hurt the bird.

Put a little bit of lubricant on the bird’s foot
- and slide the band over the front three toes and
AL finally over the ankle joint. The back toe will
probably have to be pried cut from under the

band with a toothpick. The band is now in the
proper location between the ankle and elbow

joints,

It is best to check on the chick after a few
days to sake sure the band has not slipped off,
Before banding, make sure the band is right

side up so that it can be easily read.
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ATLONAL FINCH S0C1ETY
EWw MEMBERS — Welcome | | L
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L2FS 1987 AFFILIA TIOR AGREEINENT

THE OMLY REQUIREMENTS THAT YOUR CLUD WILL HAVE TO MELT, ARE TO PAY THE
APPROPRIATE AFFILIATION FEE AND SELECT A DELEGATE TO REPRESENT YOUR CLUD
IN DEALINGS NITH NFS, SUCH DELEGATE NUST BE A MEMBER OF NFS.

LEVEL INE AFFILIATION

LEVEL OME AFFILIATION IS DESIGMED FOR CLUBS THAT ARE NOT EXHIBITION
ORIENTED. THE FEE FOR THIS AFFILIATION IS $25, YOUR BEMEFITS INCLUDE AL
THE NORMAL EDUCATIONAL AND PUBLICATION MATERIALS OF THE SOCIETY. ALSO YOU
NILL RECEIVE DURIME THE AUGUST OF YOUR AFFILIATION YEAR A BEAITIFL PLAGLE
FOR YOUR CLUB, THIS PLAQUE CAN BE A SERVICE OR BREEDER AWARD FOR OME OF
THE MEMBERS OF YOUR CLUD (THIS PERSON NEED NOT BE A NFS MEBER), THE
PLAGUE ALOME IS WORTH THE AFFILIATION FEE. REQUESTS FOR THE TYPE PLAULE
AND WORDINE MUST BE FORWARDED TO NFS NO LATER THAN JUNE | OF THE YEAR,

LEVEL T™NO AFFILIATION

LEVEL TNO AFFILIATION IS FOR CLUBS WITH EXHIBITIONS.  YOUR BENEF]TS WILL
INCLUDE BEAUTIFUL PLAGLES FOR FIRST AND SECOMD BEST IN DIVISION AT YOUR
SHOW. THE FEE FOR THIS LEVEL IS #40, AND [S SIMILAR TD LAST YEAR'S
AFFILIATIONS. .

LEVEL T™0 ~WITH ROSETTE PACKAEE

SAME AS LEVEL TWO BUT MITH 10 ADDED LONG STREAMER ROSETTES FOR THE BEST
TEN FINCHES AND SOFTBILLS IN DIVISION. THIS OPTION NITH LEVEL TwO
AFFILIATION COSTS %45,

LEVEL TNO - WITH SOFTBILL PACKAGE

ADDS BEST SOFTBILL PLAGUE TO LEVEL TNO AFFILIATION, TOTAL CDST %45,

LEVEL THREE AFFILIATION

THIS LEVEL INCLUDES PLARES FOR FIRST AND SECOND PLACE IN THE DIVISION AS
WELL AS A BEST SOFTBILL PLAQUE AND 10 LONG STREAMER ROSETTES. TOTAL COST
FOR LEVEL THREE 15 $%0.

SEND YOUR APP AND REMITTANCE TD: THE NATIDNAL FINCH SOCIETY, AFFILIATION
DIRECTOR, C/0 PAM LIDDY, 245 DRAPER ST, SPRINGFIELD, mMa 01104,

CLUB NAME DELEGATE

LEVEL | $25__ LEVEL 2 #40__ 2 N/ROSETTES $65__ 2 W/SOFTBILL $65___
LEVEL 3 N/ROSETTES & SOFTBILL $90_ . NOTIFY NFS OF SHOW DATE AND JUDGE NO
LATER THAN MARCH 31, 198 TO ASSLRE PUBLICATION DF YOUR SHOW DATE.




NFS AFFILIATED CLUBS 1987

CALIFORKIA
The Fresno Canary and Finch
Society.
Delegate: Graham Southerland
Call:
Show:
Panel Judge:
Place:

Capitol City Bird Society
Delegate: Helen Caudle
Call: (914 933-1419

Shows Oct. 1&4-17-1B, 1987
Panel Judge: Comard Meinert
Place:

Golden Gate Avian Society
Delegate: Mary Payne

Calls

Show: Nov. 14-13, 1987
Panel Judge: William Parlee
Place:

Req. & Regional Meeting

The Aviary Assoc. of Kern Cty.
Delegate: Hal M. Koontz

Call: (B0S} B72-1063

Shows Dec. 5, 1987

Panel Judge: Joe Krader
Place: Kern Cty. Fairgrounds

North Cty. Aviculturalists
Delegate: Victor Swatsek
Call:

No show this year.

Santa Clara Valley Canary
and Exotic Bird Club
Delegate: Marty Von Raesfeld
Call:

Show: Novesber 27, 1987
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

San Diego Bird Show Club
Delegate: Wayne Schulenberg
Catl:

Show: Nov. 14-15-1&, 1987
Panel Judge: Ray Johnson
Place: Del Mar Fairgrounds

COLORADD

Colorade Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Martha Wigmore
Call: {303) 574-1594

Show: {(cteoher 10, 1987

Panel Judge: Hal Keontz
Placer Colo Spgs. Auditorium,
Reg. 5 Regional Meeting

Rocky Mt. Society for Aviculture
Delegate: Mary Kay Buchtel
Call: (303) 422-6529

Show: October 31, 1987

Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert
Place: Esbassy Suites, Denver,

CONNECTICUT
The Conn. Assoc. for Aviculture
Delegate: Chris Voronavitch
Call: (203} &49-8220
Show: October 28, 1987
Panel Judge: Jerry D’Agata
Place:

New England Finch Fanciers
Delegate: Russell Armitage
Call: (203) J84-5875

Show: Septesher 24, 1987
Panel Judget TBA

Place: THA

FLORIDA

Gtr. Miami Avicultural Society
Delegater Hector ligalde
Call:

Vet.Mea.Bldg. E.Hartford.

\o



Gald Caast Exotic Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Karl Klire

Call: (309} 276-B711

Show: October 31, 1987

Panel Judge: Juanita MclLain
Places

Suncoast Avian Society
Delegate: Juanita McLain
Call: (Bt3) 7268326

Show: Oct. 17-1B, 1987

Panel Judge: Juanita MclLain
Place: 5t. Pete Hilton Towers

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Jean Fisher

Call:

Show: October 10, 1967

Panel Judge: A.E. Decoteau
Flace:

The Parhandle Avicultural Society
Delegate: Charles Richardson
Call: :

Show:

Panel Judge:

Place:

Miasi Parrot Club, Inc.
Delegate: Marco Arida

Calt: (305) 251-3895

Show: Novesber 13, 1987
Pane] Judge: Marco Arida
Place: Biltmore, Coral Cables

GEDRBLA
The Beorgia Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Cecil Bunby
Call: (404) 251-2677
Show: Octoher 2-4, 1987
Panel Judge: William Parlee
Place; Holiday Inn Crown Plaza.
Reg. 2 Regional Meeting

THE GREAT AMERICAN BIRD SHOw
Delegate: Ray Johnson

Call: {404) 441-B475

Dates October 2-4, 1987
Panel Judge: William Parlee
Place: Atlanta Int. Airport
Holiday Crown Plaza Hotel,
Atlanta, Georgia

ILLINOLS
Btr. Chicagn Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Charles Anchor
Call: (312} 543-3757
Ghow: Nov, &-B, 1787
Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert
Place: Holiday lnn, ltasca

IND1ANA

Indiana Bird Fanciers
Delegate: Val Clear

Call: (317) 642-0795

Show: Octoher 10, 1987
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor
Place: Ft. Wayne, IN.

(1]

Mid-America Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Flo Horre]]

Call:

Shom:

Panel Judge:

Place:

LOUES]ANA

Gulf South Bird Club Inc,
Delegate: Evon Kruse
Call: (504) 249-2435

Shom: October 17, 1987
Panel Judge: Daren Decoteau
Place: Clarion Hotel, N.Orl,

11



MARYLAND

The Baltimore Bird Fanciers
Delegate: Brenda Geesey
Call: (717) BS4-2604

Show: October 17, 1987
Panel Judge: William Parlee
Places

The Maryland Cage Bird Assoc.
Delegate: Dallas Johnson
Call: (301} 340-6198

Show: Septesber 26, 1987
Panel Judge: A.E.Decoteau
Place:

MASSACHUSETTS

The Boston Cockatiel Society

Delegate: Helen Jabre

Cails (617) 541-3430

Show: Decesber 5, 1987

Panel Judqe: William Parlee

Flace; Cedars Lebanon Church
Jamica Plain, MA.

The Boston Society for Aviculture
Delegate: Helen Holmes

Call: (617} 322-1562

No show this year.

The Massachusetts Cage Bird Assoc.

Delegate: Shirley Eaton

Call: (401) 333-5594

Show: October 17, 1987

Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

Place: Assabet Vly.Req.High School
Marlboro, WA,

The Nestern New England
Caqe Bird Society
Delegate: Bob Clark
Calls

Show: Naovesber 28, 1987
Panel Judge: A.E,Decoteau
Place: Ludlow Elks Club

MICHIGAN

The Mid-Michigan Bird Club
Delegater Mary Rue

Call: (517} 394-1047
Shaow: Noveaber 7, 1987
Judge: Jon Hoffman

Place: McGerdy Pk. Carona

The Mid-West Canary and
Cage Bird Society

Delegate: Mary Kaszyca
Call: (313} 285-516B

Show: Novesber 14, 1987
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

MINNESOTA

The Minnesota Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Micheal Bronson
Call:

Show: October 10, 1987

Panel Judge: Dr. Val Clear
Place:

M1SS0UR1

The Kansas City Avicultural Society
Delegate: Earl Courts

Call:

Show:

Panel Judge:

Place:

The Missouri Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Tom Rood

Call: (217) 774-5245

Show: Nov. 6-8, 1987
Judge: Ed Hohndid

Place: Day’s Inn, Eureka

NEBRASKA

The Btr. Osaha Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Wayne Eichelberqer
Call:

Show!

Panel Judge:

Place:

\a



NEW HAMPSHIRE
The Birds of a Feather
Delegate: Larry Brandt
Call:
Show: Septesber 19, 1787
Panel Judge: A.E.Decoteau
Placet

The New Hampshire Avicultural Society

Delegate: Michael T. Putnaa
Call: (403) 352-2846

Show: October 10, 1987
Panel Judge: Ray Johnson

Place: Hudson Mes. School, Hudson,

Reg. | Regional Meeting

NEW YORK
The Astoria Bird Club
Delegate: Alex Brivas
Call:
Show:
Panel Judge:
Place:

The Rochester Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Jeanne Murphy
Call:

No show this year.

NORTH CARDLINA
The Charlotte Metrolina Cage
dird Society
Delegate: Patricia Gibson
Call: (704} 5688-1414
Show: Septesber 12, |87
Panel Jutdge: Charles Anchor
Place:

fHID
Central Ohio Bird Fanciers
Delegate;
Call:
Show: Novesber 20-22, 1987
Panel Judge: Beorge Warren
Place: Fair Grounds Colusbus

The National Finch and Softbill

National Show held with the NCES,

Shows November 20-22, 1987
Panel Judge: George Warren
Place: Fair Grounds Columhus
NFS Annual Meeting.

OKLAHIMA

The Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma
Delegate: Gene Killer

Call: (403} JB2-704b

Ghow: October 24, 2987

Panel Judge: Earl Courts
Place: Cent.Plz.Hotel, OKC,

The Oklahoma Cage Bird Society
belegate: taura Bewley

Caliy (918} J49-2717

Show: October 25, 1984

Panel Judge: William Parlee
Place: Cent.Plz,Hotel, OKC,
Region 4 Regional Meeting

PENNSYLYANLA

The Central Pennsylvania
Cage Bird Society

Delegate: Brenda Geesey
Call: (717} 854-2604

Show: November 14, 1987
Panel Judge: George Warren
Places

TENNESSEE

The Middle Tennessee Cage
gird Club

Delegates Eva Duffy
Call:

Show:

Panel Judge: Ray Johnson
Places

iT



INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATES

VIRGINIA
The Penninsula Cage Bird Society ENGLAND
Delegate: The Australian Finch Society
Call: Delegate: Martin Mogg
Shom: U.5.4.
Panel Judge: Tha International Dove Society
Place: Dalegate: John Pire
NEW ZEALAND
WISCONSIN The New Zealand Finch Breeders

Delegate: Valerie Hughes
ENGLAND

The Iebra Finch Society
Delegate: J.A.M. Prior

The MWisconsin Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Kathryn Konkol

Call:

Shows October 31, 19687
Judge: Ron Philip$tt
Place:

Yes, count me as a member ot the

American Federation of Aviculture
P.O. Box 1568, Redondo Beach, California 90278

THE WA (IR S THE OFF a0 Br MONTHLY PO ATIDIN G THE &FA ANOMPHOBITORGANIZATION

Ptease accept my applicalion for membersiup in 1he American Federalion of Aviculture
Send me 6 issues {3 year) ol the a fa WATCHBIRD magazine, and a membership catg
which entiltes me to all the nghis and privileges ol AFA membership

Check membership calegory desired NEW [ RENEWAL [

Individual $20/year Supporting $35/year - Suataining $50/year .
Commarcial $100/vear. incluges hsting in WATCHBIRD |

FOREIGN MEMBERS: Add $Biyear in U § Funds First class rates avanable on reques!

My checkis enclosedfor \heamoud of $ . _

Name . _ e . e ..
Address _ ——— L . _
Coy__.. . . __ __Sae_ _____ _ ___2p__.____
Ptease ahow 60-90 days jor

delvery of your lisl 5sue Telec‘none ( e ) — ..

LTV



The Fish Gallery...

Finohss

Softbille

Paittacines

Hand-fsd Baby Love
Birds & Cookstiels
Usually Avallable

Topper Ranch Diets

Freshwatar & Marine
Aquarium Fishes

Full Line of Supplies

e .thro Gl!‘inl
Makee the Difference.

Ownars Kerry Conway
mamber, NF3 & NC3

4,26 South Washington
Bloomington, Indiana 471,01
812-336-0505



Chestnut—breasted Mannikins
by Hal Xoontz

The Chestnut-breasted Mannikin, Lonchura cagtaneothorax, is one of the
three Australian mannikin species. It is also called the Chestnut finch
and the Barley bird (because of its fondness for half-ripe barley seed
heads in the wild), It coees from tropical northern Australia,
northeastern Australia and from New Buinea. 1t is somewhat established in
the United States, but could use more breeders working with it to get it
better established. 1 know of severa] breeders who reqularly breed a few
chicks each year, but ey opinion is that most of the Chestnut-breasteds we
see are imported from Europe,

Chestnut-breasteds are very attractive when viewed closely. The crown,
back of the head and nape are medium brown with gray streaks in it, The
pattern is reqular and diffused and cannot be seen well unless the bird is
close. The face is a darker brown with thin qold lines in it. You need
to be close to see the gold lines. The back and wings are a dark brown
while the tail and rump are straw yellow. the chest is the color of a
chestnut (from which it qets its nape} and is bordered by a black throat
and a black band across the lower chest, The abdomen is a light
brownish-white. This bill is bluish—gray. The legs are gray to pink
{(mostly qray! The eyes are brown. to describe the bird, 1 would have to
say it is basically a brown bird, But it is attractive because of the
different shades of brown and the patterns on the head which fit together
in a very interesting way.

The sexes appear the same to me in plumage. I was taught that the brown
chest in the females is sare pale than in the male, that the bar in the
lower chest area is thinner in the females than in the male and that the
feaale tends to have a sealler beak than the male. I have not found these
characteristics to be particularly helpful or accurate. As in Society
finches, 1 sex my Chestnut-breasted by behavior, the males eagerly sing
and the fesales do not. When 1 have to select by plumage, 1 rely on the
chest color as my quide. 1 have had mixed results doing this,

Chestnut-breasted are fairly quiet birds. They do not have a loud
identity call nor do they use it often. The males do like to sing often.
The song begins with the sale bending his beak down toward his chest and
the feathers of his head, chest, belly and rusp fully fluffed out. the
song starts out inaudible but gradually gets louder and louder. the song
lasts quite a long tise, up to ten to twelve seconds, Because the song is
so long, it is falrly easy to spot males by this method.
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1 have never tried to breed Chestnut-breasted in a cage. 1 have read that
they tend to get fat without a lot of exercise, 1 breed ay
Chesnut-breasteds in aviaries and 9 foot flight cages and have never know:
any to be fat. 1 mix my Chestnut-breasteds with the other Australian
finch species and have had no problea, 1 cannot recall ever seeing a
Chesnut-breasted be aggressive to another species even though it is a
fairly qood sized finch,

¥y Chestnut-breasteds have used both boxes and natural nesting sites with
a sajority of my birds using boxes. The ones that built nest ip
tumbleweeds built rater simple nests without the entrance tunnel found in
some species’ nests. 1 typically found that 5 eqgs were laid although I
have had a few pairs lay only 3 eqqs in a clutch. Fertility has been very
qood.

I usually raise 15 to 25 chicks per year, but 1 stil] see some attributes
of sy birds (and perhaps the species, 1 do not really know without
comparing notes with other breeders) that I do not like. For one thing,
slightly less than half of the Chestnut-breasted pairs I set up for
breeding actually breed. In order for us to firmly establish this
species, we need consistency. I would like to see the breeding success
rate around 80X to know that we have a quod domestic strain of
Chestnut-breasteds in the United States. lnaccuracy in sexing my birds
a3y account for part of this problea.




Angther factor that frustrates me in my own birds is the parent’s
inability to raise their own babies, I generally end up with 1 or 2 chicks
instead of 4 or 5 as 1 would hope. 1 do not know whether it is
characteristic of the species or just a trait of my birds. Society
finches, however, do a wonderful job of raising Chestnut-breasteds. Both
species are sannikins and similar in several respects. W¥ith a couple of
pairs of Chestnut -breasteds laying fertile eggs, it is not ditficult to
raise 20 babies in a year. I will continue to try parent raising
Chestnut-breasted in the hope of developing a good parenting strain.

Chestnut-breasteds are quite hardy and do not appear to suffer from our
temperature extremss (25 to 110 degrees). As has been reported about the
species, 1 have noticed Chestout breasteds to be very fond of half ripe
seed heads {the seed heads on Johnson grass) and greens (swise chard),

Chestnut breasted are not real comson in the United States, but can be
found with little effort. They are less expensive than Gouldians and
deserve more attention than they get. 1 hope that some of the readers
will look at this bird and select it to breed in the "FINCHSAVE" program.
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NFE MEMBERSHYP SERVILES

Any of these itees say be purchased by sending a check in the mxact
amount to Mesbarship Services, c/o Russ Armitage Jr., 345 Boston Rd.
Middletown, CT. 06457. Check the itess you wish and total the asount.

NFS BACK ISSLES 1986 Collectors NFS Tee
$1.50 each 1986 Seot/0ct Shirts - Iebra design
1984 April 1986 Nov/Dec sa__med_ only $10.00
1984 July 1987 Jan/Feb

1984 October Show Box Blue Prints
1985 Jan/Fub Maxbill ___ $3.,00

1985 Mar/hpr Spec.Publications Iebra __ $3.00

1985 May/June 1984 NFS show Softbill ___ 43,00

1985 July/fug  Catalog Collectors ill three for $7.00
1985 Sept/Oct  item $3.00

1985 Nav/Dec 1985 NFS show Name

1984 Jan/Feb Catalog Collectors street

1986 Mar/Apr itea $3.00 city

19856 May/June state 2ip

1986 July/Aug
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Avian Publications

1505 HOWARD AVENUE
EAU ELAIRE, WI 354703

gty | item description _ each | total

114 Aviculturist Hanbook, Goodman 13.50

118 Aviary Design and Contruction, Pearce |i12.93

602 Estrildid Finches of World, Goodwin  [40.95

404 Gouldian Finch, Mobbs 15.00

408 Encylopedia Softbilled Birds, Vriends |19,95

1

410 Australian Finches, [meelman 24,95

614 Finches and Softbilled, Bates/Busenbk |19.95

bl4 Mutrition finches and others, Black 17.99

498 Care of Seed-Eating birds, Trillope 15.95
ke accept Master Charge and Visa Total
type Acct.Na. 9% sales tax
Exo.date signed Nisc, only
ship ta:

Pastage 2,99

address
city state_ zip Grand Total

Always mention the National Finch Society when making purchases.
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Yellow —-beaked Zebras

and other new varieties — Cyril Rogers

Editor's note:r This article on new varieties of Zebra Finches is printed
with the kind persission of the author and the Zebra Finch Society of
England. The article was originally witten for their 25th year Jubilee
Handbook The article will start with a color Standard for the Yellow-beak
lgbra as adopted by the Zebra Finch Society.

Color Standard: - Yellowbeak Varieties. General coloring as Norsal Grey
and all other mutatiocns except the beak which should be shades of yellow
with the cock birds showing the richest color. there can be a
Yallow-beaked fora of all existing mutations and their cosposite foras,
Yellow beaks aust be exhibited in true pairs of the same autation.

Show Faults: As with noraal red-beaked kinds.

Yellow-beaks are the most recent variety of Iebra finch to be recognized,
tor exhibition purposes, by the Zebra Finch Society. Initially they were
to be shown in the Penquin and A.0.C. class but this rule has now been
altered and they should be shown in the same class as they would have been
it they were norsal red-beaked varieties. Yellow-beaks are not
particularly popular at this tise and there are very few fanciers
specializing in this color.

Any new colors or new varieties of Zebra Finches that are bred, cannat be
shown under I.F.5. rules until they have been fully recognized by the
Committee of the 1.F.5. This is to protect the interest of all exhibitors
of recognized colors as it is obviously very difficult to compete against
birds for which there is no precise standard. This rule also removes any
chance of ’sanufactured’ or ‘faked® varieties being exhibited.

Cyril Rogers kindly agreed to supply us with an article on Yellow-beaks
and some of the new varieties which are now appearing. Cyril is well
known for his work with new varieties of cage birds and no doubt in years
to cose these varieties will be gracing our show benches,

During the past few years several new Zsbra Finch sutations have occurred

in Eurape which have not yet appearSed on the show benches in Great

Britain, they are the Crested, Light-backed, the Black-breasted, and a new
Recessive Creas. 1 am fortunate enpugh to have exasples of there four naw
kinds and hope to establish thea in this country having already bred the

first two. In the following paragraphs 1 will give as many breeding 2
detaila as are known on these new foras.




The Crested

This character is a fominant one and can be had in all the different color
sutations although at the present tise Normal Srey Crested are mostly
seen. [Ideally the crest is a saall neat full circular one similar in
shape to that carried by Gloster Fancy Canaries. All crests are not
perfect and some hirds have tufts of feathers on the crown, a frontal
crest {half-circular) or tufts of feathers at one side of the head. Even
if birds do not theeselves have the desired full round crests they can
produce them asong their young. A crested bird paired to a pure Norsal
will produce a high proportion of circular crested young. This is the
same pattern as with the breeding of the Crested Canary varieties. When
two Crested Canaries both having a single character for Crests are paired
together the resulting theoretical expectation is 25X Crest-bred, 50X
Crested single character and 25X Crested double character. The snag with
such satings is that the 25% double character birds do not live as the
presence of two Crested characters in a bird’s genstic make-up produces a
lethal effect, For this reason Crested Canaries are always paired to
Crest-bred sates with the expectation of 50X Crests and 30X Crest-breds.

lebra Finch breeders in Europe where the Crested sutation originated
generally follow the Crested Canary procedure of sating and sost
successfully. the information on Crest to Crest matings of Zebra Finches
is very scant so the possibility of lethal characters being evolved has
not yet been revealed. However, Continental reports show that these
-matings do give soee birds with extra crest-like feathers on the back of
head or neck. 1t is possible that such dirds say have two characters for
Crest and that no lethal element is involved. On the other hand, there
say be, and the extra crest feathers are openly a different expression of
the crest due to extra modifiers being inherited froa both parants. 1
would suggest that until sufficient good Crested birds are available the
Crest to Crest-bred matings should be adhered to and the experimental
Crest to Crest pairings are left in abeyance for a time.

My matings last season of Crested to non—Crested gave an average of S0X of
gach kind and sex with most of the Crests being of the neat full circular
kind. They were all normal Greys sxcept one, a Chestnut-flanked White
hen, which had the best crest of the batch. She unfortunately was
accidentally killed whilst still in her nest feather so 1 do not know if
her crest would have been grizzled or white in color. Her parents were a
‘Chestnut-flanked White cock and a Tufted Crested Grey hen which proves
that full Circular Crest can be bred froe a Tufted Crested bird. It is to
be hoped that before very long Crests in various colors will be appearing
on our show benches. 1 am firmly of the opinion that for show purposes a
Crested Zebra Finch cock or hen should be matched with a non-Crest of the
same color as is the procedure with showing Crested Bangalese. Although
Crests are not a color change they are a different non-standard variety
and as such should be exhibited in the Any Other Color classes until such
tises as other classes are scheduled.



The Light-backed Jebra

It is some years since the mutation called the Light-backed was reported
as breeding on the Continent. The Light-backed is, 1 feel sure, going to
be a most useful addition to our growing list of color varieties. The
cock birds have a most pleasing color arrangement with head, neck, back
and vings, a clear light silvery grey and the characteristic chest and
tail markings are as with the Normal Grey. Flank markings are about two
thirds the depth of the Normal. Mens are light silvery grey again with
black tail markings.

Until 1 have had breeding results from my birds I am not sure how this
sutatlon fits into the genetical pattern along with the other varieties.
My information from Continental breeders tells se that Light-backed cocks
paired to Chestnut—flanked White hens will produce hoth Light-backs and
Chestnut-flanded Whites. 1 tried this pairing last season and found it to
be quite correct. This means that the Light-backed cocks 1 used must have
been bred that way and are therefore "split” for Chestnut-flanked White.

1 did not breed any Light-backed hens which as such could not carry a
sex-linked character. In addition to their attractive appearance the
Light-backed are qoing to be sost interesting to breed and unravel their
genetical position. BPeing a non-standardized variety they will
automatically be eligible for entering in the Any Other Color classes.

The Black-hreasted

This rather unusual mutation seems to have appeared in two widely '
separated areas - Europe and Australia. Without actually seeing the
Australlan birds (which are called Black-faced or Plack-fronted) it is
somewhat difficult to say for certain that they are exactly alike although
from deacriptions they appear to have very such in comeon. the
Continental type have a pleasing color pattern quite distinct from all
other mutations. The cheek lobes of the cocks are more extensive, the
black breast markings are joined solid with the black breast bar and
sthere is a white bib under the lower part of the beak. Instead of the
usual round white spots on the flanking they have rectanqular white
markings, the rump area is a beige color and the tail barrings are
replaced by a few dark ticklngs and the overall shade of grey is a little
darker throughout. The hens are of a similar shade of grey with the rump
and tail as In the cocks.

Az with the Light-backed the genetical position of the Black-breasted is
not quite clear. It would sees that when a Black-breasted is paired to a
Norsal the young produced are intermediate in color between the two
kinds. The cocks have blotchy markings, on the flankings and the tail
barrlngs are alst indlstinct, When one of these hirds is paired to a
Black-breasted well marked Black-breasted and the intersediate birds are
produced. 1 am hoping that later in the season my birds will reveal the
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position of the Black-breasted in the genetical tahls. There can be a
Black-breasted kind of the other mutations but of course the color pattern
is shown to the best advantage on the Grey fora, Liks the Light-backed
these birds are exhibited in the Any other Color classes.

The New Dilute Fora

1 have only seen and examined one example of this new continental mutation
thare fore can say little about its color or breeding potentials. The
cock bird I have seems to be sosewhat liks a Recessive Cream dilute but
its’ secondary flight feathers are thinly edged with reddish brown. As
far as 1 have been able to gather its creams coloring is not due to the
presence of the Fawn character in its aake-up, If this proves to be ths
case then it is a similar mutation to cne I bred and subsequently last
some twenty years ago. It will be at least some few seasons before
sufficient birds are available to reveal its true identity.

The Yellow-beaked

This fora has been known to both European and British breeders for some
considerable tise but it is only in recent years they have been recognized
as a separate sutation, The character for Yellow-beaked is a Recessive
one and it is possible to have a Yellow-beaked foraa of all other
sutations. Their overall color is just a little duller than their

norsa] “beaked counterparts with the beak being a distinct yellow to orange
yellow shade, A Yellow-beaked Grey paired to a Norwal Brey will give all
Normal Grey young that a "split” for Yellow-beaks. Twa "splits" paired
together gives the theoretical expectation of 25% pure Normals, 509%
Norzal /Yellow-beaks and 25% Yellow-beaked. The Yellow-beaked character
works as a siaple Recessive quite independent of any other color
characters that may be carried by a breeding pair. When breeding
Yellow-beaks special attention should be paid to obtaining good clearly
defined beak color in addition to all other desirable attributes. Up to
1974 yellow-beaks were shown in the Any other Color classes but from 1977
they are to be shown in the sase classes as their Normal-beaked
counterparts,

Editor’s Note:

The Crested varieties of Zebra Finches in the U.5. are in accordance with
NFS rules shown in the separate *Crested” class in our Mational shows, as
in the Banaglese Cresteds. The Black-breasted also has its’ own class.
The ather varieties sentioned in this article are shown under the Any
other Variety class of the other Variety grouping.

1f any seaber has additional updates on the Yellow-beaks or other.
varieties of Iebras, the editor strongly suggests they write a follow up
to this article. Again thanks to Ths Zebra Finch Society for this
articls, .
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1987 Second Annual

CREAIAMERICAN

OROYER

ATLANTA, GEORGIA
OCTOBER 2-4

Crowne Ploza Hotel, /¢
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OVER ! -.
$10,000.00/ s ik

IN CASH AWARDS //
AND PRIZESIII
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REGISTRATION CONTACT:

Nancy Wilton

200 Guallerla Parkway Suite 1720
Atlanta, Ga 30339
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... NFS PANEL OF JUDGES 1987. _.

CHARLES ANCHOR $
630 Lake Park DOrive
Addison, IL 40101
(312) S43-3757

CLARENCE CLLWELL

Rt. J Box &6I-7
Soringtomn, TX 74082
(BI7) 523-5548

OR. A. €. DECOTEAU &
broton 5t.
Dunstable, MA CGI827
(6I7) 649-6103

JOSEPH KRADER

17347 Aspenaolow Dr.
Yorba [inda, CA 92485
(714} 996-3534

CONRAD MEINERT %
AR 3, Box 392
Warsaw. IN 45380
(219) 269-2873

EARL COLRTS ¢

1807 N.E.COLBURN

LEE'S SUMMIT, MD 44043
(BI&) 524-092i

FOR INFORMATION DN THE NFS JUDGES PANEL:

MARCO ARIDA

10480 5.W. &2nd
Miami, FL 33173
{303) 271-1238

GERALD D’AGATA
1005 Pine Isle Ln.
Naples, FL 33942
(B13) 774-2062

DAREN DECOTEAL #
284 Williams
Nashua, NH 03062
t )

BRIAN MANDARICH
4743 E.Hedges fve.
Fresno, CA 93703
(2091 255-6308

WILLIAM G. PARLEE
P.0. BOX 18407

E. Hartfard, CT 06118
(203) 528-1458

RAY JOHNSON ¢
I75 STOMERIDGE WAY

FAYETTEVILLE, GA 30214

(404) 461-B473

Decoteau, Groton 5t. Dunstable, MA 0]B27.

NOTE:

Of. VAL CLEAR ¢
1001 Martin Drive
Anderson, [N 46012
(317} &42-0795

KELLY S. DAHILL
[005 Pine Isle Ln.
Naples, FL 33942
{8I3) 774-2042

HAL M. KOONTZ

2604 Auburn Court
Bakersfield, CA 93304
{805) 872-1043

JUANITA MCLAIN

2410 Madrid Ave.

Safety Harbor, F1 33572
(813) 726-B326

GECRBE WARREN

28 Chedworth Crescent
Paulsgrove. Fortsaouth
Enaland PO& 4ET

Write Panel Director A.E.

THE USE OF A NFS PANEL JUDGE WILL ALLOK NFS MEMBERS SHOWING AT YOUR
SHOW TD GAIN NFS POINTS.

AL AFFILIATED SHOWS RECEIVE PATRONAGE AWARDS TO
THE LEVEL OF THEIR AFFILIATION AGREEMENT,

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE THE ASTERISK AFTER A JUDGE’S NAME INDICATES THAT HE
DR SHE IS5 A PANEL JUDGE FOR OVHER SOCIETIES AS WELL.
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NF8 NEWS AND NOTES. . .

The N5 July/fug issue will include these among other itess of interest.
Parrat Finches by Rose Bianferrara

Hal Koontz’s columsn,

Scarlet-rusped and Crimson-collared Tanagers, Diane Weyer.

Violet Eared Waxbills, Brenda Geesey.

“FINCHSAVE™ Breeding program udate.

A Field Study of the Beautiful Firetail Finch, Brian 0’Gorsan.

News uodates on the “MATIONAL" and The Great Aserican.

Finally, the 8ird Census.

The NFS 1987 Handbook and Gouldian T-Shirt will make debut at the
AFA Sumser Convention in Seattle this August.

BOARD MEETING - The next Board meeting of the Society will be August 13,
1787 at the Mestin International Hotel in Seattle, Washington.

CLASSIF1EDS, . , .

LADY GOULDIANS - Noreals, White-breasted, split/white. Red, Black,
yellow-headed. Connie Doyle, Hayward, CA (415) 58]1-9484.

SOFTBILL ENTHUASIASTS - NS needs you. Please write on the care and/er
breeding of Softbilled birds. Send to Editor, PO Box 18607, E. Hartford,
CT 06118-0407.

A-1 AVIARY - ALl kinds of finches at reasonable price, Call (305)
352-1993. (12/87)

FINCH - experiences may be related to others by writino an article for the
NFS Bulletin, Send to Editor, PO Box 18407, E. Hartford, CT 04118-0407.

OMMISSION - The editor neglected to give credit to the New Zealand Finch
Breeders for The Rufus-backed Mannikin by Stuart Borlase which appeared in
the last NFS Bulletin, Credit is hereby given, Thanks, Valerie.



OTHER NEWS OF INTEREST. . .

CONNECTICUT - House Bill 7389 which would ban the sale of wild caught
birds in Connecticut and reguire the registration and inspection of all
aviaries was killed in comsittee, This hill has been tried before and
failed. The Pet Juint Advisory Council (PIJAC), The Natignal Finch and
Boftbill Society, A.F.A., and the local Connecticut Association for
Aviculture collectively worked to rewrite and restrict the Bill.

MARYLAND - The U.5.D.A. has announced that the WND ocutbreak in now under
control, The outbreak soread from two separate shipsents, One from Pet
Ranch of Jamul, CA which shipped to 13 states, and one single shipment
from Pet West of Valley Center, CA was delivered to Deep South Aviaries in
Lacombe, LA which then sent the birds to 22 states, Alabama, California,
Florida, [llinois, Maryland, Massachussetts, New Jersey, New York, Ohio,
and Tennessee a]l had cases testing positively for the virus. Before the
outbreak was controlled 1,750 birds were depopulated as a result of the
disease,

CALIFDRN]A - U.S. Attorneys offices announce the arrest of five people
involved in the the smuggiing of hirds., Three were from California with
one from Louisiana and the other from South Carolina. They face maxisua
penaities of five years in jail and/or 230,000 dollar fines.

NEW YDRK - Attespt to overrule NY Bird Ban fails. Sevaral NY bird
importors swed the state in an attempt to overule the present bird ban on
the sale of wild caught birds in New York, After they lost the case they
said they would consider further action.

OH10 - Colusbus bird fanciers and the National Cage Bird Show are getting
ready to roll out the carpet for the 39th staging the the National Cage
Bird Show. The Natiocnal Finch and Softhill Society has announced that
sany international awards will be presented at the NFS National Show held
in conjunction with the NCBS. Some of the awards donated cose from the
East Anglican Zebra Finch Saciety, The Scottish Iebra Finch Society, The
National Bangalese Fanciers Assn., The Hastings Valley Bird Club of
Australia, The Foreign Bird Society of England, The Australian Finch
Society, and others. George Warren, NS Panel Judge of England will be
judging the Finch and Softbill Division.

INDIANA - Dr. Val Clear has challenged AFA and NFS to work together on the
“Yenezuela Project™, the breeding of Black-capped Red Siskins., Dr Clear
tas contacted both organizations and urged that push together in a joint
project to save the Venezuelan Siskin from extinction.



BUILDER OF WOODEN & METAL NESTBOXES
FROM FINCH TO MACAW

THE BIRD RBEM

Route 1, Box 399
Delmar, Delaware 19940

ROBERT AND TERESA WILLIAMS

- SHOWCAGES BUILT TO SOCIETY STANDARDS

NFS Showcage Kits
No. 1 No. 2 No. 3
Kit No. 1 unassembled 12.50 13.75 25.00

No. 2 partially assembled 15.00 16.25 2700
No. 3 assembled (wnpamjeay  21.00 22.00 32.00
No. 4 assembled (painled 36.00 37.00 47.00

OTHER SOCIETY SHOWCAGES AVAILABLE

We can only painl Showcages when our backlog of work allows us to,
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COMPUTERIZATION OF JUDGING RESULTS
Y hat does it show us? by Bil] Pariee

{ne day during the judging season I was having a conversation with the NFS
ooints chairman, Tony Pattersan, #e talked about the possibility of
entering all the results of the shows into the computer by placesent and
the judge involved. MWe wondered what could be learned if anything. Tony
offered to do the programeing, I sointed out that one key element of the
squation would be sissing: how aany of each bird had been entered in all
the shows, whether they placed or not. We decided to proceed anyway,

After Tun} finished the program I set out to enter the results of each
show, After the show season had ended I ran the reports. [t took several
days to analyze the reports. :

Here is how many timses each bird appeared on the top bench (10 places),
Asadine 3, Aurora 1, Bamboo 3, Black and White Mannikin 3, Black-crested
4, Blue -capped 1, China Spotted Dove |, Collared Warbler 1, Chioromsis 2,
Cosbassou 1, Crimson Pileated S, Cordon Bleu 1, Cutthroat 2, Diamond Dove
4, Diamond Sparrow 1, Firefinch 1, Gold-breasted 2, Boldfinch 3, Gouldian
Red 9, Black 4, Orange 3, Green Singer 4, Hybrid bird 1, Java 3, Magpie
Mannikin 1, Melba 1, Indian Hill Mynah 2, Nonpariel 3, Mun, White Hooded
1, Owl 5, Parrot- Red headed 3.

Parson 2, Pekin Robin &, Yellow-wing Pytilia 2, Red Ear 2, Red Headed
(Rose} 2, Shafttail 10, Silverbill 3, Siskin 5, Society 18, St. Helena 4,
Saffron 1, Spice 1, Starfinch 1, Yellow Star 1, Superb Starling 3,
Strawberry 2, Toco 1, Violet Ear 3, Masked Weaver 2, Fisher. Wydah 2,
Paradise Wydah 2, Zebras 30, and Zosterops 2,

We are not going to give the results of which judges did what, These
results are being sent to the Panel seshers for their information and
discussion at judging clinics. However there are some items of interest
we will discuss, For instance, Parlee and D*Agata were the only judges to
olace a Weaver on the top bench (the Weaver involved was owned by the same
exhibitor}. MWas there not a single other Weaver in the country worth a
olace on the top bench? Probably not, Weavers are pot in color during the
show season and are seldom magnificent.

Clear, Meinert, and Parlee were the only judges to pick a feeale of a
species for a place in the ton ten. They were a female Strawberry, a
Chestnut-flanked Iebra hen, and a hen Star. There may have been others,
however we must qo by the reports. Soeaking of Starfinches, does it seem
strange that a Star reached the top bench only twice in the country? It
seess strange to me, Further, [ am the judge involved in both of thase
placements. 1 don’t think ! have a particular fondness for Gtars. We

therefore sust assume that all the other Stars were not up to gar or [ do -



Lets for a moment talk about Shafttails. This is one area that our
comiterization seess to point cut a flaw in our judging. For the nusber
of Shafttails presumsably shown, they reached award status far too often.
It seeas clear that we as a Panel of judges are not judging Shafttails as
critically as we ghould. Shafttails are a bird that naturally keeps
itsel in good condition and has a fine feather texture. The Shafttail
reached the top 10, ten times, by seven different judges. Five of those
ten placesents were either first or second.

Pairs is another interesting subject. A pair of birds placed in the top
ten in only two shows. (ne was at the National a pair of lebras owned by
Toa Rood that went on to win the Kellogg and the Kaytee Awards; and the
other was a pair of Red-eared Waxbills owned by Letty Schilling at the
Gold Coast show in Florida. Both pairs were gorgecus. 1 know, as 1 was
the judge involved. Not another pair in the country placed, This is
probably because few are shown and some that are do each other in
(condition wise! before the judging of their section, 1 encourage the
showing of pairs, At the National we had the largest showing of pairs
}'ve seen, sany of which could have won their local shows had they been
shown their. Since the show season 1 have talked with several judges, who
have told se that they did not have sany pairs to judge,

Gauldians although they placed in the top 10 at 16 shows, placed first
only twice. 1t is sy opinion that for the nusber of Boulds shown these
figures should both be higher. Hawever in my judging at various shows
last year, 1 felt the Boulds were not in the best of condition compared to
previous years. Bene Miller of Oklahosa made it to the top bench 3 times
with the same Red Headed Bouldian judged by three different judges. That
was cbviously a good bird.

Softhills in general did not fare very well in the standings. Softbills
took first honors at three shows, A Chloropsis won at Qaaha and Bird
Fanciers of Oklahoma, both owned by Bob Trawnicek, A Cosson Mynah took
Best at Panhandle in Florida, Other Softbills to reach the top were a
Purple Jay, a Plush-capped Jay, a Toco Toucan, three Superb Starlings, a
Yuihlha, two Zosterops, two Indian Hill Mynahs, and the seven placesents
for Pekin Robins, Pekins are probably the most cosmonly shown Softbill
arqund the country. As sore Softbills are being shown, local show
officials should take note that a Toco Toucan will not #it on Finch
~ staging, A suitable table should be available for Softbill judging,

Chestnut —flanked lebras shared the top honors at shows aore than other
sutations or their normal counterparts. Chestnut-flanks tock first at
three shows, A Norsal Zebra took first at Toledo, and a Pied at Fresno.
A Fawn pair achieved too awards at the National, Zebras appeared in the
top ten, two dozen times dwing the show season. :

Our little computer project has created more questions than answers,



e Cockatiels
¢ Finches
e Diamond Doves e Ringnecks
e Grass Parakeets e Lovebirds
¢ Rosellas
e Australian Parakects
e Australian Finches
e Crimson Winged Parrot
e English Budgies
e Budgies

4271 Aspenglow Circle, Yorba Linda, CA 92686
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BIRD CENSUS - FINCHES AND SOFTBILLS

Mail comoleted fora to NFS PO Box 184G7, East Hartford. CT 04118-0407.

Name

Street

City State Iip

Teleghone ( - Exchange information - Yes MO

Name af Species | mutatipn Nusber in flock Breeding {Babies
Coamon or type | male | female| Unkn. [Success? [Available

letra fawn 9 7 & yes yes

If you are willing to trade inforsation with other breeders, please check
yes above. You must give your phone number as it will be the only may
another breeder will be able to reach you. NFS does not publish or give
out sesbers addresses. 1f you wish this inforsation to be for statistical
purgoses only, check off no.

ST F 'Y
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* Snpplles essential nntrient fortification
lacking In all seed dlets.

* For nse dnring breeding, growth, molting,
‘transport, and other times of stress.

* Repiaces the need for molting, nestling,
conditioning, and color foods.

* Recommended for all types of hirds.

By teday’s nutritional standards, previously
accepted dietary supplements just don't float.
Kayiee's Nutra-Care™ is the perfect supple-
ment to a basic seed diet insuring your
bird from “going under” nutritionally.
During critical periods, give your bird
Kaytee’s Lifeline to good health by
offering Nuira-Care, the Total
Nutrient Food. Available in

three convenient sizes.




Bluebirds are Coming Back
By Jjohn Doria

Larry Zeleny unscrewed the top of the hosesade wooden box and looked
inside. Mithin was nest of coiled grass and four 10 day old blusbird
chicks, their souths open wide. He lifted one out. 1t was grayish with a
speckled breast, and on its wings were the first ¢irst signs of the
brilliant, electric blue that would soon be its most striking feature.
Zeleny wrapped a saall, aluminus band loosely around the bird’s leq for
identification purposes, and gently lowered it back into the nest. then
he banded the other three chicks, replaced the lid and moved on to his
next stop.

This nesting box is one of &0 that Zeleny has installed along a road
within the Beltsville Agricultural Research Station in Beltsville,
Haryland, a few siles north of Washington, D.C. Thousands of such boxes
across the country are responsible for the return of ane of Aserica’s ,
favorite birds, once alsast extinct, but now saking & comeback through the
efforts of organizations like the Morth Aserican Bluebird Society that
Teleny founded in 1978. '

"The bluebird has been one of the
best loved of all American birds
since early colonial times," says
Ieleny. As much a national bird
as the eagle, it has been celebrated b
as a systol of springtime and happ-
iness in American poetry and the
lyrics of popular songs.

Bluebirds were once as comeon as
robing are today, but they have
since become so scarce that,
according to Zeleny, most people
under the age of 40 have never
seen one, In fact, the eastern
bluebird, ane of the three U.S.
and the only east of the Rocky
Mountains, has decreased in pop-
ulation by about 30 percent over
the last 50 years or so.

Where have they all gone? The answer lies in their nesting behavior.
Bluebirds begin housekeegping in early March in open, rural areas such as
large lawns, pastures, country ceeeteries, and orchards. The male selects
the site, which is always in a preexisting cavity such as an old

woodpecker hole or a hollow trunk  He then woos the female, leads her to =2



their new hose, and helps her build a nest of dried grass. The fesale
usually lays flve or eix clear-blue eggs per clutch, and has two or three
broods per year.

Blughird habitat has been disappearing steadily as more and more
countryside succushs to suburben sprawl. Even where acceptable habitat
still exists, nesting hollows are harder then ever to find. Decaying
orchard trees are cut down or proned before they develop holes. Old
wooden fence posts that sight rot to fore cozy cavities have been replaced
by metal poles. Starlings and house sparrows - highly aggressive,
cavity-nesting birds that were introduced from Europe in the 1800s - drive
bluebirds away from the few resaining sites. And bluebird populations
continue to be threatened by such routine suburban dangers as cats and
pesticides.

Fortonately, bluebirds will accept man-sade birdhouses in suitable
locations. This simple and effective solutions to their plight makes
bluebirds one of the most easily resuscitated of endangered creatures.

Starting in 1967, Ieleny with the help of the Naturalist Society of
Central Atlantic States, started setting out boxes at the Beltsville
lpcation. The boxes were placed in rows about 100 yards apart, in what
would later be called a bluebird trail.

During the first year, the boxes yielded only about a dozen young
bluebirds. Between 100 and 200 chicks have $ledged annually since 1949.
A record was set last year when 233 young birds left the nests safely.

Teleny founded the North Aserican Bluebird Society in 1978. Since then
many bluebird trails have been started around the country. 4-H groups,
youth organizations, power cospenies, and state wildlife management
agencies are but a few of the public and private organizations that have
set up blushird trails.

Although most efforts center on the eastern bluebird, the other two U.5.
species - the sountain and western bluebirds - have not been neglected.
In fact, the worlds largest bluebird trail runs 2,000 siles through
Nanitcba and Saskatchewan, with 7,00 boxes producing about 8,000 mountain
bluebirds each year.

But despite isolated regions of abundance, most of the country is still
barren of bluehirds. "The bluebird is still very much in danger of
disappearing with the nest 30 to 100 years,” leleny says. "“If we get
enough people to help - and we do need more help - then 1 think that the
gpecies can be saved." For more inforsation on bluebirds and how to set up
2 trail in your area, or contributions say be made by writing the North
American Bluebird Society, Box £295 Silver Spring, Maryland 20904-02%5.
This article condensed froa original, U.5. Air, April 1984.

-
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THE 1987 NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL CLASSIFICATIONS

Reported by Bill Parlee

The Board of Directors of the Society have set forth their 1987 species
classifications for use at National shows. In the next several pages
this classification system is spelled out in nine divisions.

There are few changes from 1986, howsver some are significant. 1 will
outline the changes as follows:

The division for Zebras remains the same, as does the one for
Australian Finches. 1n Section 4 of the Australian division class
402-403 has been corrected to Chestnut Breasted.

There have been no changes in the Bangalese or Indo-Pacific divisions.
Also no changes in the European, Mule, and Hybrids. This was a
controversial area as the NFS discourages the showing of Hybrids, For
sany years it has been traditional to show Canary/Finch crosses. It
would seem however only a matter of time before the NFS drops the Mule
and Hybrid section all together, even though it is still in place this
year,

There are no changes in the Africans. There is one change in the
Finches of the Americas as a result of much membershig input, The
Virginia Cardinal has been resoved $rom the classes,

Finch Pairs remains the same.

Most of this years changes have occurred in the Softbill area. The new
namse of the division is "Softbills, Mectarines, and Daves". The new
first section is Nectarines, which includes Husmingbirds, Flowerpeckers
and peircers, Honeyeaters, Honeyguides, and Dacnis, Sunbirds,
Honeycreepers, Sugarbirds, White Eyes, and Banaquits rounds out the
section with a class for all other varieties.

The following have been dropped from last years classes. Javas will
now be shown with other mynahs, Tanagers and Troupials will be shown in
the A.0.V. class for small Softbills. The Board felt that the changes
sade this year in the Softbill area wore accurately depict what is
being shown around the country.

These classifications are published for your use in local club show
catalogs. Your club may not wish to use all the class or make all the
awards that are suggested. This is fine. However the NFS requests
that you maintain the integrity of the Sections in your catalog
layout. If your club need help or suggestions in doing this contact
the Hose office imsediately. MWe have sugaested abbreviations on the
cosputer and can forward thea to you ismediately.

a1



1987 NATIONAL FIMCH SUCIETY CLASSIFICATIONS

DIVISION ONE - ZEBRA FINCHES

YOUNG CLASS OLD CLASS YOUMNG CLASS LD CLASS
SECTION 1 - NORMAL ZEBRAS SECTION 3 - OTHER VARIETIES
100 Gray normal sale 101 300 Fawn 301
102 Gray norsal hen 103 302 Penouins 303
304 Pied 305
SECTION 2 - WHITE IEBRAS 306 Florida Fancy 307
200 All shite 201 308 Black Breasted 309
202 Chestnut Flanked 203 310 Orange Breasted 311
204 Silvers 203 312 Crested 33
204 Creass - 207 314 Aoy other Variety 313

Suggested awards: Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best Zebra in Division plague.
1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Section rosettes
Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Class ribbons

DIVISION TWG - AUSTRALIAN FINCHES

YOUNE CLASS OLD CLASS YOUNG CLASS - LD CLASS
SECTION 1 - LADY GOULDIANS SECTION 3 - PLAINS FINCHES
100 Red Headed 1 - - - 300 Diamond Sparrows- 301
102 Black Headed 103 302 Cherry Finch 303
104 White Breasted - 105 304 Bicheno (Owl) - 303
104 Orange Headed 107 306 Star Finch 307,
108 Any other Variety 109 308 Painted 309
310 Fire Tailed 31
SECTION 2 - BRASSFINCHES 312 Any other Variety 3i3
200 Shatttail 201 .
202 Masked 203 SECTION 4 - WAXBILL/MANNIKIN
204 Parson 205 400 Sydney Waxbill Ll |
206 Any other Variety 207 402 Chestnut Breasted 403
404 Tricolor Mannikin 403
406 Pectoralis 407

408 Any other Variety 40%

suggested amards: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Division plagues
Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Section rosettes
1st, Znd, 3rd, Best in Class ribbons



DIVISION THREE - INDO-PACIFIC FINCHES

YOUNE CLASS
CLASS

SECTION 1 ~ PARROT FINCHES
100 Tricolor (Blue Facel
102 Red Headed

104 Nonpareil

104 Any other Variety

SECTION 2 - JAVA RICE BIRDS
200 Norsal Gray

202 White

204 Pied (Calicol

2046 Cinnamon

208 Any other Variety

Suquested awards:

OLD CLASS

101
103
105
107

201
203
205
207
208

YOUNG CLASS OLp

SECTION 3 - FINCHES OF INDIA
300 Indian Silverbiil 301

302 Seice Bird 303
304 Strawberry 303
306 Green Avadavat 307

308 white Hooded Nuns 309
310 Black Hooded Muns 311
312 Tricolor Muns 33
314 Any other Variety 313

ist, Znd, 3rd, Best in Division plagues.

ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Section rosettes.
Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Class ribbons.

DIVISION FOUR - SOCIETY FINCHES

SECTION | - CHOCOLATE SOCIETY

100 Self Chocolate 101
102 Chocolate and #hite 103

SECTION 2 - FAWN (CINNAMON)

200 Fawn 201
202 Fawn and White 203

Sugqested awards:

SECTION 3 - WHITE SOCIETY
300 Solid Mhite 301
302 Hostly White 303

GECTION 4 - CRESTED SOCIETY
300 Chocolate Crested 301
302 Fawn Crested 303
304 wWhite Crested 304

Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best Society in Division plague.

Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Section rosettes.
ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Class ribbons.

DIVISION FIVE - EUROPEAN, MULES & HYBRIDS

SECTION 1 - EURDPEAN BOLDFINCHES
100 European Goldfinches 10}

SECTIGN 2 - OTHER EURDPEANS

200 Chatfinch 201
202 Bullfinch 203
204 Lienet 209
206 Greenfinch 207

208 Any other Variety 209

SECTION 3 - MALES & HYBRLDS

J00 Goldfinch Crosses J0i
302 Greenfinch Crosses 303
304 Chaffinch Crosses 305
304 Linnet Crosses 307

Note: All crosses sust be
listed on the show tag.
Example: Chatf/House.

43



DIVISION SIX - FINCHES OF AFRICA

YOUNG CLASS OLD CLASS
SECTION 1 - SMALL WAXBILLS

100 Dufresne’s 101
102 Cordon Bleu 103
104 Gold Breasted 103
104 Orange Cheeked 107
108 Red Eared 109
110 St. Helena 111
112 Firefinch 113

114 Any other Variety 115

BECTION 2 - LARGER WAXBILLS

200 Blue Capped 201
202 Lavender 203
204 Aurora (Crimson) 203
206 Melba 207
20B Vialet Eared 209

210 Purple Brenadier 211
212 Yellow Wing Pytilia 213
214 Any other Variety 2135

BECTION 3 - TWINSPOTS

300 Dusky 301
302 Dybowski’s 303
304 Green Backed 305
J06 Peter’s 307

30B Any other Variety 309

YOING CLASS (LD CLASS
SECTION 4 - MANNIKINS

400 Bronze Winged 401
402 Magpie 403
404 Silverbill 4035
406 Cutthroat 407

408 Blue Billed (BM) 409
410 Any other Varisty 411

SECTION 5 - WEAVERS & WHYDAHS

300 Hapoleon 301
502 {range Bishap 503
504 Red Billed 503
306 Gcaly Headed 507

0B Any other Weaver 509
510 Pintailed Whydah a1l

512 Paradise Whydah 513
514 Combassou 515
916 BGueen Whydah a17
3B Red Throated a1
52 Fisher’s Whydah 521

522 Any ather Whydah 523

BECTION & - BERING

400 Green Singing 401
602 bBray Singing 603
604 Yellow Rusped 405

606 Any ather Variety 408

DIVISION SEVEN - FINCHES OF THE AMERICAS

GECTION | - BUNTINGS
100 All Buntings 101

SECTION 2 - SISKINS

200 Black Headed Red 20t
202 Black Headed Green 203
204 Red Headed Siskin 205
206 Siskin Crosses 207
Note: Crosses must be listed
on the show tag.

Example: Chaff/Siskin

SECTION 3 - OTHER S.A. FINCHES
300 Black & white Singer 301

302 Rufous Collared 303
304 Peru Yellow Singer 305
306 Saffron 307

308 Crimson Pileated 3039
310 Any other Variety 3

SECTION 4 - CARDINALS

400 Brazilian 401
402 Black Throated (Grn) 403
304 Black Crested (Pigmy) 405
406 Pope Cardinal 407
408 Any other Variety 40%



Suggested awards: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Division plaoues,

1st, 2nd, Jrd, Best in Section rosettes.
ist, Z2nd, 3rd, Best in Class ribbons.

DIVISION EIGHT - FINCH PAIRS

YOUNG CLASS 0D CLASS YOUNG CLASS OLD CLABS
GECTION 1 - ALL FINCH PAIRS

100 Zebra Pairs 101 110 Parrot Finch Prs. 1i1
102 Gouldian Pairs 103 112 Other Indo—Pac.frs.113
104 Other Aust.Pairs 105 114 S.Aserican Pairs 115
106 European Pairs 167 115 Cordon Bleu Pairs 117
108 Society Pairs 109 116 Other African Prs. 118

Suggested awards: 1st, 2nd, Jrd, Best Pair plaque.
Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Class ribbans.

DIVISION NINE - SOFTBILLS, NECTARINES, AND DOVES

SECTION 1 - NECTARINES BECTION 4 - LARGE SOFTRILLS
160 Humaingbirds 101 400 Toucans 401
102 Flowerpeckers/peirce 103 402 Toucanettes 403
Honeyeaters/quides/Dacnis 404 Touracos 405
104 Sunbirds 105 404 Barbets 407
106 Honeycreepers 408 Jays 409
Sugarbirds 107 410 Any other Variety 411
108 White Eves 109
110 Bananuits 1 SEC. 5 - DOVES, QUAIL & RAILS
112 Any other Variety 113 500 Diamond Doves 501
SECTION 2 - MYNAH BIRDS 502 Green Wing Daves 3503
200 Indian Hill 201 304 fust.Crested Doves 303
202 Rothchild’s 203 504 Iebra Doves 507
204 Any other Variety 205 508 Lacenecked Doves 509
SECTION 3 - SMALL SOFTBILLS 510 Ringnecked Doves  5il
300 Starlings 301 512 white Doves 513
302 Bulbuls 303 514 Button Quail 519
304 ODrioles 305 316 Rails St7
305 Any other Variety 307 518 Any other Variety S1B

Suggested awards: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best Softbill plaoue.
ist, Znd, 3rd, Best in Section rosettes.
let. 2nd. 3rd. Best in Class ribbaons,
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of Fresh Air
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MOUNTAIN BREEZE ION PROBE
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