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FRON THE PRESIDENT

Although we will still be known as °NFS", we hope you like our new
nase. “he National Finch and Softbill Society. We feel it more
truly reoresents what our organization is all about. Please note
new affiliation options that are offered for Softbill enthusiast.

FLEASE NOTE NEW HOME OFFICE ADDRESS:
NFS. P.0O. BOX 1B&07, EAST HARTFIRD, C7 0bllé.

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES: C/D RUSS ARMITAGE JR. 345 BOSTON RUAD,
MIDDLETOWN, CT 06437,

BAND ORDERS: DBAND SECRETARY. ROBER 0'COMNELL, 45! MOODY ST.,
Box 114, Waltham, MA. 02158.
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NOTICE TO ALL CLLB DELEGATES

The next Bulletin of the National Finch and Softbill Soriety will be the
first listing of 1987 Affiliated Shows. Please contact the editor
immediately with your show date and location, as well as the Fanel Judge
vou have selected to judge your show.

Kemember, many exhibitors make planms as to which shows they will be
attending very early in the year. The early listing of vour show will
enable them to select your show because the information was available to
thes.

ANY DELEGATES THAT HAVE MIT FORWARDED THEIR TELEPHONE NUWBERS TO THE
EDITOR, PLEASE DD SD. MEMBERS WISHING INFDRMATION ON YOUR CLUB DR SHDW
NEED THIS NUMBER SO THAT THEY MAY CONTACT YOLR CLUE.



* Snpplles essential nntrient fortification
lacking In all seed dlets.

* For nse dnring breeding, growth, molting,
‘transport, and other times of stress.

* Repiaces the need for molting, nestling,
conditioning, and color foods.

* Recommended for all types of hirds.

By teday’s nutritional standards, previously
accepted dietary supplements just don't float.
Kayiee's Nutra-Care™ is the perfect supple-
ment to a basic seed diet insuring your
bird from “going under” nutritionally.
During critical periods, give your bird
Kaytee’s Lifeline to good health by
offering Nuira-Care, the Total
Nutrient Food. Available in

three convenient sizes.




‘The National Finch Society

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME OFFICE USE ONLY
ADDRESS selectord ___memberf ___
amy adm

STATE ZIP dues paid_____ann.___ .

Check type of membership desired:

Single [115.00, Duat [] 20.00, Junior L1 $7.50, Juniors age please__
Junior memberships are for juniors under the age of 16.

Please list other name to be included on dual membership:

Please answer a few questions for us:

How long have you been involved in finches and softbills?

How many species
How many species

How many shows have you exhubited in?
Do you keep softhills?

have you kept?

have you bred?

Do you wish to become an active member?

fWork on committees. etc ]

Please list an occupation or special talent that may be helpful to the

National Finch Society. {Printer, artist, lawyer etc.} _

Would you be interested in apprenticing for the NFS Judges’ Panel__

Club affiliation

Briefly describe your interest in joining the National Finch Society and

what you hope 1o get out of your membership. {This will help us plan
our educational programs .|

Please mail your application and dues to the address shown below.
Your membership card will be sent to YOU as s00N as your applica-

tion is processed.
Heabership

345 Boston

Services c/o Russ Araitage
Road, Hiddietosn, CT 06457




THE STANDARD NFS LEG BANDS FOR MENBERS ONLY

Bande are available in standard NF5 color of the year only

RQuail, Doves, % Other Soéthills

H 1 . }
! Size i For ! Cost }
o o e |
| A | Sealler Waxbills % Owl Finches i '
E Es E Cordon Bleu, Firetinch, k Lavender Finch ; i
T et : {
' H lebra Finch Gouldians, Stars, Heck'‘s Grass } i
: C i Finch, Cutthrpats, Parrot Finches, etc, ! WAY BE 5
jmmmmmmmmmmos el TTTTmmmemmmmnoees ! ORDERED !
H D] | Chesnut Breastes, Yellow Rumped, % Pectoralis ! 1
V. D e o o e o o o o e e o e v IN LOTS OF !
| E | Society Finches, Nuns, Firetails, & Diamonds i 10 BANDS '
prmmmmmmmmmoo e R PAT $1,23
: G ! Larger Waxbills & Canaries ! :
N e e e e e e e e e e i PER LOT H
f J ; ¥orkshires, Harwich, Pek:n Rabins, etc, E H
i K Java Rice Birds, Indian Shama, etc, : E

NFE bands may be ordered 1n lots of 10 bands, consecutively numbered at $1,25
per each Jot. ¥1.00 snipping and haneiing should be i1ncluded with each order,
whether 10 or 100 bands are being ardered, Bands will be shipped within 30
days of receipt of ¥uur order, although most argers will be sﬁ1pped the same
week as recelved. here 1s no calor choice, The standard NFS color of the
year will be used, Each band will have staeped; "NFS*, the band size code,
year and nunber, All numbers will be recorded by the NFS band secretary for
permanent record.

Flease make your check aor money order payable to NFS and send your order to:
KFS5 BAND SECRETARY
Roger Q'Connell
451 Noody Street, Box 114
Walthae, Nass, 02154
Flease send me the following bands. (Nultiples of 10 only.)
AL B { ) [ ot E ¢ B { J i K { Lot
Total nueber of L0 units | I % $1.23 per unit + ${,00 shipping # (% ¥

ORDER_YOUR 1987 NATIONAL _FINCH _SOCLIETY BANDS TODAY ' '



Leg banding Procedure
| courtesy of the '
NATIONAL FINCH S0C1IETY

The most impartant thing to resesber when you
begin to band a finch iz to do it over a counter
ar table in case the chick sakes a sudden move,
it will not fall to the floor.

The age of the bird to be banded varies with the
species. Denerally it will be between five and

six days old. You can tell by looking at the
ankle joint (the joint where the toes come to-
gether) and the size of the band.

The band is generally placed on the right leg

of the bird. Banding just before the nightly
roost will help prevent picking of the band by

the parents. By the next morning the birds will
have foarqotten about the band.

A Have the band ready with a toothpick (or other
blunt instrument and a lubricant. Hold the chick

firmly but in a way not to cut off the air supply
ar to hurt the bird.

Put a little bit of lubricant on the bird’s foot
angd slide the band cver the front three toes and
finally over the ankle joint. The back toe will
probably have to be pried out from under the

band with a toothpick. The band is now in the
proper location between the ankie and elbow
joints,

1t is best to check on the chick after a few
days to make sure the band has not slipped off.
Before banding, make sure the band is right

side up so that it can be easily read.




NATILONAL FINCH S30C1IETY

NEW MEMBERS — Welcome | |

———— i
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BREEDING THE BLUE- BLACK
GRASSQUIT by Dr. Yal Clear

The Blue-black Brassquit, also called the Jacarini, from 1ts Latin nase,
Volatina jacarini, is 3 small South American bird that has been bred on
various orcasions in aviaries, but [ am not aware of anyone who has
successfully bred it indoors. This article is intended to report the way
in which I surceeded with this venture,

The Jacarini male in color resembles the Combassou superficially, He is
shining black all over his body except for white spots on the butt of the
wing. In sy experience, most males never gquite complete the aglt, and
continue to have a few brown feathers here and there on the bresst. His
besk is black and considerably more pointed than the Combassou besk. The
female is an assortment of brown shades, with striped breast.

] have in ay home a tropical garden about [Z feet by 15 feet which is
heavily planted mostly in pots, but with a few areas of large planters
built into the floor and wall. 1n the room at the time of the successful
breeding were 3 nunber of other speries, as follows: A trio of
Parrot-billed Seedeaters (Meogrynchus peruviensis), a pair of Collared
warbling Finches (Poospiza hispaniolensis!, single Black-headed and Mhite-
headed Nuns, and unidentified species of the Sierra Finch genus, breeding
pairs of Diamond Doves and White Doves, and a pair of Button Quail. This
collection appeared to be gquite peaceful and I pretty much left them on
their own, going in only once a week to water the plants and merely
stepping inside daily tu leave fresh food. The southern wall consists of
tive 3’ by B” glass panels, which raises the temperature too high when the
strong winter sun hit it, and drops too much at night when the coldness
tros the outside 15 conducted through the single-panel glass. (This was
originally double thickness thermopane, but because of fungus between the
oanels, ! reduced them to single thickness glass.)

The Jacarini is one of the most interesting birds [ have known, When 1
lived in Pery, on numercus occasions [ watched the male dao his nuptial
dance for over half an hour at a time, non-stop. He finds a bush about &0
inches high, selects a perch on top of it, flies straight into the air 79



or 40 inches, does a somersault and returns to his perch, singing all the
time. He does not sit on the perch eore than a few seconds hefore he
repeats the performance. It qoes on and on like a yo-yo contest. The
female is usually not in evidence, although [ assume that he knows that
she 15 close enough to benefit from his amorous display.

The Peru@ian nape for the bird is “Saltapalito,” which would be translated
literally, "little-stick jump,” but which probably would translate better
as "pole vaulter."

I had just added the two pairs of doves to the collection, wanting to have
my morning punctuated with the peaceful coo of these hirds, so I
constructed a dove nest tray about 0" by &" and with a lin of one and one

half inch furring strips, so that it was rather like a sguare bowi. |
reasoned that when the doves saw this they would inmediateiy prefer it to
any other location (but [ was wrong).

I placed the dove nest tray on the bottom hoops of a tomato rack, which
held it up of f the ground ahout 8", but left it ouite in the open. I
think the reason the daoves never used it was the difficulty of landing
with the wires from the tomato rack surrounding it. Twa weeks later the
doves had seemed to pay no attention to it but 1 noticed that the Jacarini
nale was coming into breeding color and that he was doing a1 occasional
dance, so I taok a large handful of grass shavings which [ had saved from
the sumser, and in ay haste, tossed thea on the doves’ nesting platfore to
keeo the grass from the moist earth, thing that the Jacarinis would help
theaselves to the grass in order to build their nest. The amount [ put on
the doves' nest was generous, heaping and overfiosing,

uch to ay amazement, when I went in to feed a couple of days iater, there
#as a beautiful, neat cavity indented into the mass oé grass. [t had
obviously heen tailored with meticulous care and was very delicately laid
out in perfectly smooth symmetry, 1 could not be sure what bird had done
it and bad to wait for a counle of days until ! caught the hen on the
nest, which proved to be the Jacarini.

She laid two eggs that were a grayish green, with aarked reddish spots
scattered indiscriminately all over the egq. 1 discovered to my chagrin

that the eggs are very brittle, when [ broke two of them many acnths later
in a subsequent nest.

11



Because the bird had built so close to the glass wall which stands between
the family room and the atrium, I taped some poster board to the glass to

reduce the interruptions that would pccur whenever anyone came into the
tasily rooa,

The hen did all of the setting. I never have seen the male anywhere near
the nest. She apparently does all of the feeding, as well. Althaugh I
never saw her taking any live food at other times, while she was feeding
the young she consumed a Iot of meal wores. [ also provide for those
birds a sisple egg food mixture which I have used for years, consisting of
hardhoiled egg and corn flake crusbs, the latter purchased in the
supersarket already in crueb form. These two ingredients are aixed with
about 20% crumbs to the mizture, The Jacarini consumed some of the egq
mixture, but not a great deal.

She always laid only two eggs. [ think by now I have probably had seven
or eight sets of eggs, always two at a time. Dr. Lindsay Clack, who
raised Jacarinis in Australia, tells me that this is the normal clutch
with the birds that he has raided. Perhaps this is the reason why the
male does not feed, or the result, because if oaly the mother is feeding,
two gaping mouths are probably enough to keep filled.

The babies are tiny, fuzzy, iight colored creatures when they hatch. When
they were about a week old, they disappeared. Within a week there was a
new clutch of eggs, and the process went on again. The second time, the
babies disappeared at about the same age. [ decided that it must be the
Rufous—collared Sparroms that were the culorits, so I put in a trap that I
had bought in Cuba many years ago, and caught theas.

With the third nest everything went smoothly, the babies were handed at
about ten days of age, and shortly after that they left the nest. The
fourth nest woried equally well, almost like clock work. The fifth nest,
which followed very quickly after the fourth, found me out of town on a
trip and when ] came hack [ banded the birds later than I had the others
and this was mistake. { tried to put them back in the nest but they
panicked and flew in two different directions, and [ believe were
abandoned by the hen.



As with the Parrot-billed Seedeaters, which [ believe was a world }-
first-breeding, concurrant to the Jacarinis, the Jacarinis went to nest on
the Peruvian calendar. In Peru, the height of sumser is January, and
these birds nested in Deceaber, 1985, This article is being written in
Noveaber, of 1984, and they have again constructed a nest in the same
batch of grass. The reason for retaining the cycle aay be due ta the
lighting.

They are exoosed to four forty-watt Power Twist Vitalite tubes. These are
on a tiger which comes on at 4:00 a.n. and goes off at 5:00 p.m. I did it
this way in order to get the birds onto a North American season, settling
down for the night on a Hoosier sundown, which comes as late as 6:00 p.a.

in July. That apparently hag not happened, because the birds continued to
breed on the Peruvian calendar, settling down to roost when the lights ga
out about 3200 in the afternoon, I have chosen not to tamper with that
lighting system. If it works, don’t fix it, and since [‘ve got these
Peruvian birds breeding in November and December, why tamper?

It has been interesting to watch the Jacarinis come into breeding
condition and follow through. This was done in an indoor garden. [ hope
soseone 1s able to develop the skills to get thea to nest in sore confined
quarters than that. [t would be nice to have a strain of cage-bred
Jacarinis,

Editors Noter ODr. Val Clear 1s a NF5 meaber and and a member of the
Standards coamittee. He has recently joined the formation committee for
the NFS “FINCHSAVE" breeding specialist program.
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L2FS 1987 AFFILIATIONR AGREEINDENRT

THE DMLY REQUIREMENTS THAT YOUR CLUB WILL HAVE TO MEET, ARE TO PAY THE
APPROPRIATE AFFILIATION FEE AND SELECT A DELEGATE TO REPRESENT YOUR CLUB
Iw DEALINGS WITH NFS. SUCH DELEGATE MUST BE A MEMBER OF NFS.

LEVEL ONE AFFILIATION

LEVEL ONE AFFILIATION IS DESIGNED FOR CLUBS THAT ARE NOT EXHIBITION
ORIENTED. THE FEE FOR THIS AFFILIATION IS $25. YOUR BENEFITS INCLUDE Al
THE NORMAL EDUCATIONAL AND PUBLICATION MATERIALS OF THE SOCIETY. ALSD YOU
WILL RECEIVE DURING THE AUBUST OF YOUR AFFILIATION YEAR A BEAUTIFUL PLADUE
FOR YOUR CLUB. THIS PLAQUE CAN BE A SERVICE (R BREEDER ANARD FOR ONE OF
THE WEMBERS OF YOUR CLUB (THIS PERSON NEED NOT BE A NFS MEMBER). THE
PLADUE ALONE IS WORTH THE AFFILIATION FEE. REQUESTS FOR THE TYPE PLADLE
AND WORDING MUST BE FORWARDED TO NFS WO LATER THAN JUNE 1 OF THE YEAR.

LEVEL TWO AFFILIATION

LEVEL TWO AFFILIATION IS FOR CLUBS WITH EXHIBITIONS.  YOUR BENEFITS WILL
INCLUDE BEAUTIFUL PLAQUES FOR FIRST AND SECOND BEST IN DIVISION AT YOUR
SHOM. THE FEE FOR THIS LEVEL IS $40, AND 1S SIMILAR TO LAST YEAR'S
AFFILIATIONS. .

LEVEL TWD -WITH ROSETTE PACKAGE

SAME AS LEVEL TWO BUT WITH 10 ADDED LONS STREAMER ROSETTES FOR THE BEST
TEN FINCHES AND SOFTBILLS IN DIVISION. THIS OPTION WITH LEVEL TWO
AFFILIATION COSTS $45.

LEVEL TWO - WITH SOFTBILL PACKABE

ADDS BEST SOFTEILL PLAQUE TO LEVEL TWD AFFILIATION, TOTAL COST $45.

LEVEL THREE AFFILIATION

THIS LEVEL INCLUDES PLAQUES FOR FIRST AMD SECOND PLACE IN THE DIVISION AS
WELL AS A BEST SOFTBILL FLAGUE AND 10 LONG STREAMER ROSETTES. TOTAL COST
FOR LEVEL THREE IS $%0.

SEND YOUR APP AND REMITTANCE TO: THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY, AFFILIATION
DIRECTOR, C/0 PAM LIDDY, 245 DRAPER ST. SPRINGFIELD, MA CII108.

CLLB NAME DE} EGATE

LEVEL | $25__ LEVEL 2 $40__ 2 W/ROSETTES $465__ 2 W/SOFTBILL $65__
LEVEL 3 W/RDSETTES & SOFTBILL $9G___. MOTIFY NFS OF SHOW DATE AND JUDSE WO
LATER THAN MARCH 31, 1984 TO ASSURE PUBLICATION OF YOUR SHON DATE.




NFS AFFILIATED CLUBS 1987

CALIFORNIA
The Fresno Canary and Finch Society - Grahaa Southerland
The Capitol City Bird Society - Helen Caudle - 916-933-1619
The Bolden Bate Avian Society - Mary Payne
The Aviary fssoc. of Kern Cty. - Hal Koontz - BOS-872-1043
COLORADO
The Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture - M, Wigaore - JOI-574-1594
CONNECTICUT -
The Conn. Assoc. for Aviculture - Jerry D’Agata - 203-488-9443
FLOR1DA
The Bold Coast Exotic Cage Bird Club - Karl Kline - 305-487-7927
The Sunshine State Cage Bird Society - Ann Hurst - J05-843-9450
The Greater Miami Avicultura] Society - Hector Ugalde
The Panhandle Avicultural Society - Chas, Richardson
SEOREIA
The Beorgia Cage Bird Society - Cecil Bunby -
ILLINOIS
The Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club - Charles Anchor - 312-543-3757
INOIANA
The ladiana Bird Fanciers - Val Clear - 317-642-0795
LOUISTANA
The bulf South Bird Club Inc, - Evon Kruse
MARYLAND
The Baltimore Bird Fanciers Inc, - Brenda Geesey - 717-854-2604
The Maryland Cage Bird Assoc. - Dallas Johnson
MASSACHUSETTS
The Boston Cockatiel Society - foger 0'Connelf - 617- 899-8523
The Boston Society for Aviculture Inc, Roger 0'Connell # as above
The Massachusetts Cage Bird Assoc, - Shirley Eaton - 401-333-55%4
The Western New England Cage Bird Society - Bob Clark
MICHIGAN
The Mid-Michigan Bird Club - Mary Rue
The Mid-West Canary and Cage Bird Soc, - Mary Kaszyca - 313-285-5148
MINNESOTA
The Minnesota Cage Bird Society - Micheal Bronson
MISSOUR]
The Kansas City Avicultural Society - Earl Courts - B14-524-0921
The Missouri Cage Bird Club - Tom Rood - 217-774-5245
NEBRASKA
The &tr. Omaha Cage Bird Llub - Wayne Eichelberger
NEW HAMPSHIRE
The Birds of a Feather - Larry Brandt
The New Haspshire Avicultural Saciety - Ken Akey "



NEW YORK
The Astoria Bird Club - Alex Grivas
NORTH CARDLINA
The Charlotte Metralina Cage Bird Society - Pat Gibsan - 704-38B-1616
HIG
The Central Chia Bird Fanciers - kevin Resch
OKLAHOMA
The Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma - Gene Miller - 405-J82-7066
The £klahoaa Cage Bird Saciety - Laura Bewley

PENNSYLVANIA'
The Central Penna [age Bird Society - Brenda Geesey - 717-854-2604
VIRBINIA
The Pennisula Cage Bird Society - Linda Osa
WISCONSIN

The Milwaukee Bird Society— Bernard Knuth

The Wisconsin Cage Bird Club - Mary Iuidesa - 715-339-4655
INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATES

The Bustraliian Finch Society - England - Martin Mogg

The International Dove Society - U.S.A. - John Pire

The New Zealand Finch Breeders - New Iealand - Valerie Hughes

The lebra Finch Society - England - J.A.W. Prior

Yes, count me as a member of the

American Federation of Avicutture
P.0. Box 1568, Redondo Beach, California 90278

THE WATCHBIRDIS THE OFFICIAL BIMONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE AFA ANON PROFIT ORGANIZATION

Please accepl my apphcalion for membership in the American Federation of Avicutture
Send me 6 155ues {1 year) of the a fa WATCHBIRD magazine. and a membership cara
which entilies me to all Ihe nghts and privileges of AFA membership.

Check membership calegory desired NEW [C RENEWAL L©
Individual $20/year Supporting $35/year Susiaining $50/vear |
Commaercial $100/year. inciudes isting in WATCHBIRD
FOREIGN MEMBERS: Add $8/year in U.S. Funds Fust class rates availabie on request

My check s enclosed for the amouniof §_ _

Name _

Address __ .

Cily ___. .—_ Slate _

Please aliow BO-O0 days ko

aehvery ol your litsl ssue Telephone { !
AREA

. dp_



The Fieh Gallery...

« s Where Caring
Makes the Difference.

Finches

Softbille

Palttacines

Hand=fed Baby Love
Birds & Cockatiels
Usually Available

Topper Ranch Diets

Freshwater & Marine
Aquarium Fishes

Full Line of Supplies

Owmer: Kerry Oonway
member, Hl"s & NC3

h28 South wnhington .
Bloomington, Indiana L7401
812-336-0505

17




Avian Publications

1505 HOWARD AVENUE
EAU CLAIRE, WI 54703

qty | itea description each | total
114 Aviculturist Hanbook, Goodman 13.90
118 Aviary Design and Contruction, Pearce [12.95
402 Estrildid Finches of World, Goodwin (40,95
&04 Bouldian Finch, Mobbs 15.00
608 Encylopedia Softbilled Birds, Vriends 19,95
610 Australian Finches, lsselman 24,95
b14 Finches and Softbilled, Bates/Busenbk |19.95
blb Nutrition finches and others, Black |17.95
458 Lare of Seed-Eating birds, Trillope [15.95
We acceot Master Charge and Visa Tatal
type fcct . No. 54 sales tax
Exp.date signed Wisc. only
ship tao:
Postage 2,55
address
city state_ zip Grand Total

Always sention the National Finch Society when making purchases,



BOARD MINUTES, DECEMBER 7, 1985

The Deceaber 7th Board of Directors meeting was held at the home of
President Bill Parlee in East Hartford, Connecticut. The meeting came %o
order shortly after 2 p.s. In attendance were Nancy reed, Tony Patterson,
Brenda Geesey, Al Decoteau, Russ Armitage, Kelly Dahill, Jerry D’Agata,
Roger ©'Connell, Bill Parlee, and guests.

The Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports were accepted as read.

COMRITTEE REPORTS

Membership Report - Russ Armitage stated that the Society was just short
of the 560 membershio mark and should top that figure by the end of
December He further stated that we have 34 affiliated clubs. #s
previously voted all membership services are now handled by Russ from his
affice at 345 Boston Road, Middletpwn, CT 04457,

Band Report - Roger 0’Connell our new Band Secretary regerted that there
were very few 1984 bands left over and that the Society had made a small
profit during 1986 on the band program. He further stated that
tansidering the greatly increased demand for NFS bands that we are more
than doubling our order for 1987 bands. Roger said that dozens of orders
for {987 bands had already been received and that all early orders would
be pailed on December 24, 1987 which is the norsal policy of NFS. Roger |
pointed out that members should anticipate their needs so that they don"t
run out of bands. Get your arders in early and allow 30 days for
processing. The noreal turn-around is less than 10 days.

The Fublishing, Election, and By-Law committees had no reoorts.

Research and Standards - The different names for the NFS Breeding Frogram
were discussed at length. Finchsave and Breeder Specialist were the two
most interesting names discussed by the Board. The Committee discussed
separating the Breeding program from Research and Standards and creating a
separate comeittes to handle the propram. Bill Farlee felt that the
program would entail to great a work load on the oresent committee.

Al Deccteau annocunced. that three subcommittees had been formed for our
next three standards. Committees and Chairman are the Shafttail

Commi ttee, Brenda Geesey Chairman, the Java Rice Bird Committee, Dan Qut:
and Jon Hoffman, Chairaen, and the Diamond Sparrow Committes, Jerry
D'Agata and Kelly Bahill Chairmen.



Proaotion and Products - Kelly Dahill and Russ Armitage stated that the
1986 T-shirt program was a great success. They stated that there were
only a few small and medium sized shirts left for sale. The module Zebra

- design was very popular and the coamittee felt that to continue with that
sase modern design would be advantageous. The Board discussed the species
to be considered for the 1987 shirt. The Lady Bouldian was chosen,

Judges FPane! Report - A! Decoteau stated that the Panel report would be a
lengthy one and it was. He stated that at year end he gives his prooress
report of all the apprentices. Al did that, pivino the nase of each and
every aporentice, what reouirements had been comleted and his siggestions
on each one. The Board also was asked to vote on deleting certain
aporentices and putting others on the inactive list. Some apprentices ask
for a year off from the program which is accestable.

Al stated that he felt two ar three of the apprentices could comalete the
program in {987 and could be brought uo for the vate of the Board after
the 1987 show season.

The Board gave its final amproval on the appointment of Earl Courts to *he
Panel. Earl has completed all reguiresent of the program. The vote was
unanimous.

The Board brought up the question of a judge that does not complete his
paperwork and fulfill the reouirements of the Panel Director. The Judge
involved had been contacted both by phone and letter regarding the
complaints against him. Al stated that at the time of this neeting thase
requiresents had still not been met, and that this matter had occupied the
time of the Board over the last four seetings (one year). The Board voted
to remove this judge from the 1987 Panel of Judges. The vote on this
matter was umanimous.

Show regort - The show report was given by Tony Patterson who stated that
the show reports were coming in well this year. He stated that the only
remorts not received for show already held were the remort of the Central
Dhio club and the Fresno report. He stated that there were still shows
left on the schedule but that all reports should be in, in time to pudbiish
the ooints resuits for 1986 in the Jan/Feb issue of the Bulletin,

OLD BUSINESS

The Board voted unanimously to remove a judge from the panel.



The Board voted "FINCHSAVE" as the name to be used for NFS' finch and
softhill breeding program

The Board.voted to renase the Society the National Finch and Softbill
Society.

The Board voted to accept the resignation of Nancy Reed as 2nd Vice

President and accepted her affer to remain in the post until a replacesent
could be elacted,

The Board voted to leave the geogranhic classitication svstem intact,
NEW BUSINESS

The Board voted to nominate Brenda Geesey to fill the vacated unexpired
term of 2Znd Vice-President.

The Boarg voted to reorganize the upper sanagement of the saciety so as to
better administer the organization., This would create the cositions of
Ird and 4th Vice-President and would realign job responsibilities.

The Board voted to activate the By~law cosmittee to effect the needed
amendments to change the societies name and to create new officerships.

The Board vuted_fu drop the Jrd place plaoue for all affiliated clubs to
bring costs in line with affiliation fees,

The Board voted to offer a Softbill award package to interested clubs at
additional cost.

The Board voted to droo the affiliated club name from the Rosettes in
favor of the 1morint:  Awarded by "The Mational Finch and Boftbill
Society”, '

The Board voted to have two away Board Meetings aer vear. One to be held .

at the AFA Susmer Convention and the other at the National Finch Society
National Show iNCBS), This would olace the winter and soring meetings in
New England and the summer meeting in Seattle. with the fail meeting in
Columbus, Ohio.

The meeting was adjourned after five and one-half hours at 7:30 0.
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THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY

ORGANIZATIONAL PLAN

g
§§§§§§§$§§§§§E§§

iST.VICE PRES,

BECRETARY TREASURER |

! BAND SECRETARY
{

2ND V. PRES, 3RD ¥ PRES 4TH V. PRES.
1 "FINCHSAVE"
DIRECTOR l

: RESEARCH &
EDLEATION STANDARDS

| !
PROGRAMS LWPUBLISHINE CLASSIFICATION

1 1

{ BULLETIN | |CATAING JUDGES PANEL
PUBLIC | | ! DIRECTOR
RELATIONG -

YEARBOOK | |BREEDERS (_____l__h....
_L_' ‘SHOHS/POINTS

PROMOTION

The st Vice President position admimistrative and is
meant to be a grooming position for the Presidency,




T0 ALl NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY MEMBERS! ! ¢ !

The Research and Standards Comwittee wishes to announce three new
sub—Comai ttees:

The Ghafttail Standards Commitiee, Brenda Geesey, Chairman. Cecil Gunby,
neaber,

The Java Rice Bird Standards Committee, Cecil Gunby, Chairman. Dr. Dan
Qutz and Jon Hoffman, members,

The Diamond Sparrow Standards Committee, Brenda Geesey, Chairman. Berald
D’Agata and Kelly Dahill, mesbers,

We need more volunteers to serve on these comsittees. It is your
respansibility to aet invoived, particularly if you breed or eshibit any
of the above species. Write me or the Sub-Committee Chairman. We need
your help. Submitted by A.E.Deccteau, Chairman - Research and Standards.

NFS MEMBERSHLIP SERVICER

Any of these itess say be purchased by sending a check in the exact
amount to Meabership Services, c/o Russ Armitage Jr., 345 Boston Rd.
Middletown, CT. 04457, Check the iteas you wish and total the asount.

NFS BACK 1SSUES . 1985 Collectors NFS Tee
$1.50 each 1984 Sept/Dct Shirts - lebra design
1964 foril 1985 Nov/Dec su__sed_ only $10.00
1984 July 1987 Jan/Feb

1984 October Shos Box Blue Prints
1985 Jan/Feb Waxbill __ $3.00

1985 Mar /Aor Spec.Publications Iebra __ $3.00

1985 Nay/June 1984 NFS show Softbill __ $3.00

1985 July/dug  Latalog Collectors all three for $7.00
1985 Sept/Oct  ites $3.00

1985 Nov/Dec 1985 NFS show Name

1984 Jan/Feb Latalog Collectors street

1984 Mar /Apr item $3.00 city

1984 May/June state zip
1984 July/fug
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Since 1948
Petaminehas
been the bird food

of champions.
Scientifically formulated,
nutritionally balanced and
university tested, Peta-
mine is a mixture of natu-
ral seeds and includes all
the essential vitamins and
minerais to help you breed
better birds.

Canaries, parakeets, birds produce more
finches, parrots, cockatiels fertale hatchable eggas.

and love birds will be health- Petamine by
ier, stronger and more vig- Kellogg is
Qrous with a daily diet of available in
Petamine. 50z, 2Ib,
Petamine promotes bril- S5ib., 101b.
liant, colorful plummage, — and 25 Ib.
stimulates song and makes packages.
moulting faster andeasier.  Call or write for the dealer
It will even heip nearest you.
your adult ==

— 4

I

Kellogg|
Seeds & Suppiies

322 East Aorica Street @ Mitwaukee, Wisconsn 53201 @ 14141 276-0373



SINGING SWEETIES by Wanda Deacan

#hat’s a birthday without a cake®™ That’s what ay thoughts used to be
before [ became a diabetic, My diet is strict and one is restricted to
natural types of suger, which are found in forms of fruitj berries,

oranges, acples and the such. Bosh those strawberries sure are addicting.

One must also maintain an exercise progras. (Once you get into a routine
it will all come automatically. 1f you take a day off vou feel as if you
have sinned. There are too many things in life that can go wrong if your
not in control. Like is short engugh as it is.

You may ask what all this has to do with "singing sweeties"?” Well,
instead of the cake, ! got a wonderful gift of a couple of Green Singing
finches. Actually [ got them a few weeks before my birthday. How 1 enjoy
their sweet Goldfinch type song.

They are both males, I call them "Ranger and Tonto". [ have always had a
secret admiration for these oretty little singers. They do have the

reputation for being guite aggressive in the aviary, even to the point of
bossing birds twice their size. Mine, being both males do quarrel at
times but it is nothing more than a buzzy a little chase around the rage
and it is pver as fast as it started, seldom a feather out of place. The
green Singers are Iong lived birds and have a sweet song that is sung
quite loudly for their size. They da well in a Camary type cage.

! feed my Singers the same way I feed my canaries: half finch mix, half
canary alx, a few drops of cinatone, and a bit pf ground Hi-Pro Dog food.
Fpr a iarge variety [ also offer one of these each day: canary song food,
stee. cut cats, Petamine, fruit, dark greens, eggfoad, a bean, rice, corn
and dogfood supplement. Soaetimes a few mealworms are added to the giet.
They are super eaters ano wiil try almost anvthing I place in the rage.
it's cute to see them hang on the side of the cage to see what special
qoocie "Moa" has for thea today.

So if you like finches; and the sang of a canary, but felt a carary was
just too large: then go the next best route. Green Sinmgers are friendly,
perky songsters whom ['m sure will delight even a canary fancier.
Editor’s Note: wanda, get two fenmales and start arcpagating. Help fill
the avicuitural world with song. Wanda Deacon contributes much tp NFS
thrgugh her articies anc beautiful artwori, as featureg in this and other
issues of the NFS Bulletin.
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JrFICTAL BALLOT

THE NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY
PC BOX 1B&07
EAST HARTFORD, CT 04llB-0607

To all members:

Please chec! off your vote and return this ballot oy return mail to the
address given above, no later than April 15, I987.

ITEM ONE:

Acceptance of bylaw amendments as published in the Jan/Feb issue of the

NFS Bulletin. P —
| YES NO

ITEM TWD:

Flect Brenda Geesev to fill the unexpired term of Znd Vice-Fresident.

oE—
YES ND

I

Signed mem #

PULL
THIS
BALLOT
OUT!

MAIL
TO
NFS.
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- - NFS 1986 SHOW REIULTS . .
RAP-UP

NOTE: NFS prints results of affiliated and non-atfiliated shom with NFS
Panel Judges where points are awarded.

OCTOBER 18, 1986
CENTRAL OHID BIRD FANCIERS

Panel Judge: Val Clear - 13 Exhibitors ~ 30 Entries

Awarg Exhibitar NFS#  Points Species

fest Chen Young 122 3 Strawberry Finch
2nd Chester Marlatt Red Siskin mule
Ird Chen Young 122 1 Dianond Sparrow

NQVEMBER 15, 1984
AVIARY ASSOCIATION OF KERN COUNTY

Panel Judge: Hal M. Koontz - Exhibitors 9 - Entries 114

fest Rose Mey 0wl Finch

and Brian Mandarich 335 1 Crimson Pileated
3rd Kelen Caudle 241 9 Red Eared Waxhil}
4th Brian Mandarich KuT.S B8 letra Finch

Sth Sandy Sutherland 359 7 China Spotted Dove
ath Sandy Sutherlangd 359 ) Khite Hooded Nun
7th Brian Mandarich 396 5 Furple Grenadier
Bth Brian Mandarich 356 4 Parrotfinch

gth Jennifer Bagosian Soriety Fineh

10th Sandy Sutherlang 359

[

Rufous Weaver



NOVEMBER 22, 1984
MILMAUKEE BIRD SOCIETY

Panel Judge: A.E.Decoteau ~ 8 Exhibitors - 38 Entries

Award Exhibitor NS4 Points ecies

Best Frank Ornelas Siiverbill

2nd Frank Ornelas fwl Finch

Ird Dusty Griffiths Silverbill
NOVEMBER 29, 1986

KUCOLOR-CALIFORNIA

Panel Judge: Joe Krader - 3 Exhibitors - 21 Entries

Best Brian Mandarich 356 3 Bouldian
2nd Brian Mandarich 356 2 Iebra
3rd Rose Wey Strawberry

NOGVEMBER 29, 1986
PANHANDLE AVICULTURE SOCIETY

Panel Judge: Juanita Mclain - 10 Exhibitors - 38 Entries

Best Jack Voelkel Coamon Mynah
Znd Narris Voudreau Hybrid

3rd E.J. Nagel 179 2 White Society
4th E.J. Nagel 179 H Owl Finch

JANUARY 10. 1987 - DOES NCT COLNT IN 1984 STANDINGS
INTERNATIONAL DOVE SOCIETY, HOUSTON TX.

Panel Judge: A.E.Decoteau - 17 Exhbitars - 145 Entries

Best John Croce 554 14 Ciamond 5.W. Rump
2nd John Croce 336 13 Diamond S.W. Rump
Jed John Croce 564 12 Ringneck Pied

4th John Croce 35 11 Ringneck Fawn

Sth Gregary Cole Ringneck W.Type

bth Howard Bass 539 9 Senegal Dove

7th John Croce 338 8 Key West Guail Dove
Bth John Croce 236 7 Ringneck Rosy

9th Ray Sullentrop Ringneck Ivory

10th John Croce 556 3 Diamond Yellow Wing
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1986 CHAMPIONS

E NAYE POINTS

b Cecil Gunby 74

b Brian Mandarich 47 !

f Brenda Geesey &
Steve Hoppin 40
Hal Koantz 38

| Ann Hurst 48

| Gene Miller 3
Robert Hemenway 41
Tom Rood 4q I

l
E EXCELLENCE LEADERS

i i Steve Hoppin 100 ;
i Cecil Gunby . i l
; Rober! Hemenway FAS i
l Brian Mandarich 7 Y
i Brenda Geesey &
E " Hal roontz % ;
| Auss Armitage 55 |
; . Henneth Akey 51 {
. Jene Milier i

The ¥FS polnts progras has two ievels of achievement., The firsh is the
chamgionsnip Zxhibitor Award.  THis award fc awargec to oe<hiditors #ho
attain 40 points in ore vear {30 during 1987). The ather awarc is for
Exhibitor’s Ezceilence. This awarg is cesigned to measure 3 more
susiained achievement record and is accumuiative fros year o year. <o
achieve this award an ezhibitor must attain 200 seiats. 7o date no N°5
member has achieved this level of performance.



... NFS PANEL OF JUDGES 1987. ..

CHARLES ANCHOR
630 Lake Park Drive
Addison, IL 48101
(312) S43-3757

CLARENCE CLRWELL

" Rt. 3 Box 41-7
Springtown, TX 74082
{817 523-5548

OR. A. E. DECOTEAU
Groton 5t.
Dunstable, MA 01827
(617) 449-5103

JOSEPH KRADER

17347 Aspenglow Dr.
Yorba Linda, CA 92485
(714} 994-5538

CONRAD MEINERT ¥
RR 3, Box 392
Warsaw, IN 45580
{219) 269-2873

EARL COURTS &

1807 N.E.COLBURN

LEE’S SUMMIT, MO 44043
{816} 9Z4-0921

FOR INFORMATION ON THE NFS JUDBES PANEL:

MARCD ARIDA

10480 5.W. &2nd
Miaai, FL 33173
(305) 271-1236

GERALD DABATA
109 Seymour St.
Windsor, CT 06095
(203} 6889403

DAREN DECOTERU
6roton St.
Dunstable, MA 01827
{417) hA9-H103

BRIAN MANDERICH
4743 E.Hedges Ave.
Fresna, CA 93703
(209) 2556508

WILL1AM G. PARLEE f
P.0. BOX 18407

€. Hartford, CT 04118
(203) 528-1458

RAYMOND JOHNSON £
175 STONERIDBE WARY

FAYETTEVILLE, GA 30214

(408) £51-8675

Gecoteau, Groton St. Dunstable, MR 01827.

OR. VAL CLEAR
1001 Martin Drive
Anderson, IN 44012
(317 642-0795

KELLY S. DAHILL
109 Seymour §t.
Windsor, CT 08095
(203) 488-9403

HAL M. KOONTZ

2604 fuburn Court

Bakerstield, CA xxxxx
(B03) 872-1043

JUANITA MCLAIN
2410 Madrid Ave.
Safety Harbor, F1 313572

1813} 726-8324

BEDRGE WARREN

78 CHEDWORTH CRESCENT
PAULSEROVE, PORTSMOUTH
ENGLAND PO 4ET

Write Panel Director A.E.

NOTE: THE USE OF A NFS PANEL JUDBE WILL ALLON NFS MEMBERS SHOWING AT YOUR
SHOM TO GRIK NFS POINTS. ALL AFFILIATED SHOWS RECEIVE PATRONAGE ARARDS T0
THE LEVEL OF THEIR AFFILIATION AGREEMENT.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE THE ASTERISK AFTER A JUDBE’S NAME INDICATES THAT HE
OR SHE IS A PANEL JUDGE FOR OTHER SOCIETIES AS WELL.
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A Bréath
of Fresh Air
For Your Birds

MOUNTAIN BREEZE ION PROBE
OVER 5000 SOLD IN ENGLAND

LT TS

» CLEANS AND PURIFIES * REDUCES ODXORS BIRD KEEPERS IN
AIROFPOLLUTANTS AS  » REDUCES NEED FOR ENGLANO RAVE
SMALL AS Vi MICRON. VENTILATHON X
— Removes bacteria. virus. @ INSTALLS LASILY IN LIGHT ABOUT ION PROBE“

dust. pollen. smoke - SOCKET “... Very satisfied. Very
E{:’n;ci)b\ifzs h}l;%:stm . E‘I%Sﬁ l?ﬁOET{E‘I‘:A pleased with the way it's

. 5 HE ; N

— Increases resistance o COVERS 20 x 20" ARLEA f:e:;zdf:::hi:,’:»nw aviary
to disease loptimally 13" x 13°) C

— Reduces risk of cross A & E Day, Budgie
infectian Breeders since 1951.

ORDER ONE TODAY AT NO RISK

lon Probe comes with e

a 2-year warranty and [ Jtion probeforsasss

a 30-day money back [ ]23 ion probes for 48.95 each
guarantee. DG'S ton prabes for 47.95 each
TWENTECH INC. '

D ept. EI 6-9 ton probes for 46.95 each
PO. Box 1331 !:' 10 or more ion probes for 44.95 each

F airfield, Towa 52556 all prices include postage and handling.




HIGHEST QUALITY-MAXIMUM  NUTRITION

FEEDER INSECTS

FOR ZOOS, AQUARIUMS AND AVIARIES
CONTACT US NOW FOR OQUR BEST PRICE!

Many maior 2008 Ihiooaghont B Copnlng pse pa Jibs
W 1E NHOwW [0 O 3uality Qg Dionmipl $ervece

MEALWORMS FLY LARVAE WAXWORMS

Tha livelinsl and hardiest A it bodieg] white grpph 1 b leesd M Mo | s vare
on the marksy avdilabih: ayywhere

e . . %150 (L1 1| B ' 7IM) Rl o 1 eab
e . ... . . 12se UMM .. HI W) oo . [PALII
, R R e s

T Iy o e m s o e g et et s

AR (T | M e

My A (0] el et e |
xR e M e

Aot §1 00 Handing to ety Ondee Py ic o inciuke Shppeng Charges
FOME BAOIRE INEOHAAATE N it ] - AL
‘ ORDEAS ONLY

ViSA & | 1-800-222-3562
MASTERCARD {Ohio}

ACCEPTED ML 5 M Wi t-A00-222-356)
PO B IRN TN TR TR RFT3 R [outside Dhio)
111 BB av s

BEST
WISHES

Nancy cA. Roeed

109 STAGECOACH ROAD

WINDSOR CONN., 06095

=
e



NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY
EXHIBITION POINTS SCHEDULE

This points schedule will be used for shows Jjudged by NFS Fanel judges,
NFS plafues are awarded only at affiliated shows. Points are awarded by
by the NFS Foints Director. Appeals or guestions are to be directed to NFS
Points Chairaan, Tony M. Patterson, PO Sox 18407, East Hartford, C¥
06118-0607. Flease note the Total points needed for Championship and
Excellence awards, Excellence awards are accunulative.

CHAMF1ONSHIP EXHISITOR EXHIBITOR EXCELLENCE
S0 POINTS IN ONE YEAR 200 ACCUMILATIVE POINTS

POINTS SCHEDULLE
Birds in
Division Best 2nd 3Jrd Sth Sth  Ath TR Bth  9th  (th

! 20-29 3 Z % 1 ¥ H i X % % % E b4
30-39 { AT I

| boslogl 2 T N A N R

! 50-59 4 g 4 | 3 Z { X X X X
40-79 7osl s sl st o2] ot} x| ox! s
B0-99 gl 71 ol s} 4l 3| 20 1] «| «

100-119 ? 8, 7 b 3 4 3 2 1 X

120-139 10 ? 8 7 & 3 4 3 2 i

140-159

i
=
~0
o
L~
o
wn
.-
1=
r3

160-189 12: 113 o 9 8 7 & 3 4 3

190-219 . 124 121 11 10 ? g 7 b 3 4

220-259 40 127 12¢ L] 9 8 7 & ]

260-299 15 141 131 12 1! 10 ? 8 7 b

300 + 161 15| 44 13} 127 11} 10 g 8 7




ARMY 'S AVIARY

AUSS A, ARMITAGE, uJA.
345 BOSTON ROAD
MIODDLETOWN, CT
{203) 248-5875

BREEDER OF FINCHES
AND REDAUMP PARAKEETS

MEMBER OF A.F.A.., B.S,.
C.AF. A, NF. 5., W.NE



e Cockatiels
¢ Finches
e Diamond Doves e Ringnecks
e Grass Parakeets e Lovebirds
¢ Rosellas
e Australian Parakects
e Australian Finches
e Crimson Winged Parrot
e English Budgies
e Budgies

4271 Aspenglow Circle, Yorba Linda, CA 92686

Will Ship

[hiest Bird Farm is a Private Breeding Farm




NFS Notes. . . .

The NFS March/dpril issue will include these among other items of
interast.

Hal Koontz on Foster Parents.
Helen Hoimes on Cats, Birds and Love,

“FINCHSAVE" breeding program update.
A Breath of Fresh Air in the Birdroom, Mike Harding.

1987 NFS Finch and Softbill Classifications.
News updates on the Great American and National Cage Bird Shows.

Getting Birds Ready for Show, Charlie Anchor.
What is a Dove Club, John Pire.

lushirds are Coming Back, John J. Doria.
Bird Legislation and You, Bill Pariee,

The Rufus-backed Mannikin, Stuart Boriase.
Yelliow-heaks and other Unusual Zebras, C. K. Rogers.,

. . - NFS CLAZSILIFLIEDS. . .

LADY GBULDIANG - Normals, white-breasted, split/white. Red, Blach,
Yellow-headed. Connie Doyle, Hayward, CA (415 S5B1-9486.

INTERESTED in Duying a fesale Melba Finch for breeding. Joseph Moreng, 40
North kings Highway, Apt Il E, 5t. Louis, MO 43108

WANTED, good top guality Society Finches without crestecd dackground. Zall
Lall or write: heien Hoimes, PO Box B35, Melrpse, MA 02176-0005. Phane

{617} J22~136Z.

A-L AVIARY - All kinds of finches at reasonable prices. Zail {305:
T _AEQT (3
GdimiaYi. (L2/BT)

FINCH OR SOFTBILL experiences may be related ta others by writing an
articie for the NFS Bulletin. Send to editor 5 Bos (B&07, Cast
Hartford, CT 0&118-0607



BREEDING THE BLACK-CRESTED FINCH
{lophespinqus pusillus) by Maxilla Evans

In 1984, my beautiful pair of Black-crested finches (alsa called Pyamy
Cardinals) lived peacefully in a 3' « §' x 7' walk-in aviary. Their cage
sates included Lady Gouldians, Cordon Bleus, Gold-breasteds, Red-eareds,
and Orange-cheeked Finches. whenever nesting would start I would finc a
broken egq on the floor. [ thought this was an accident.

The Black-crested hen had constructed her nest in a canary nest pan placed
high in the cage and concealed with artificial boxwood branches. She

lined the nest neatly with the soft inner coat hair brushed from our
Norweglan Elkhound. 5She sat closely - - 1 never saw her feed or drink - -
for about two weeks and then began ta carry egg fqod ta the nest. The
male showed much interest in the nesting, but did not participate, ihat ]
Bver saWw. in two weeks or less, I found a very ismature baby on the flcor
and put it back in the nest, which contained no other eges or babies.

The baby continued to show up on the floor, and even spent Ywo nights
cuddled under the Button Cuaii. Then [ began to put it on the 2 high
seed table in the cage center. ALl this was a classic evample of being
too heloful: on the table [ saw the male abuse and pluck the baby even as
he fed it. On the floor, the haby’s mother fed it, the ouail warmed if,
and the father had ignoreq it. The baby died, and the hen’s further
nesting efforts produced nothing, I iater concluded that on of two
Gold-breasteq also died of abuse, although I did not see it. Gtill I did
not realize why those accasional eags xept appearing on the figor.

In 1985, the Biack-crested finches were turned loose downstairs in the
Aserican Singer canary sreeding room which was 7'x 157 in hopes that more
space and absence of other free-flying birds would calm the maie’s
aggression, Nesting sites are arranged ug high. In the Fail, courtship
behavior was ohserved, hut no nest was built. FPerhaps the short davs of
Fall, and artificially iengthened days beginning in December, suitahle for
Paerican Binger breeding, disturbed the finches’ natural breeding cycle.
They are native to the Southern Hemisohere where seasons are the reverse
of ours. Or perhaps, 1 failed to supply encugh protein in their diet.



In August of 19Ba, the Black-cresteds were back upstairs and installed in
a triple canary breeding cage 30" {ong. The hen at once built her nest
and soon there was an eqq - - on the floor. The males was banished. In
the next two days, the hen laid tws sore fertile eggs, and hatched two
young from them. By this time, she was permitting me to raise her gently
with a wooden spoon to inspect the eqgs and bahies, which were hatched
with startlingly black skin.

The day they left the nest, they were pamic-struck and pushed through the

canary cage bars, hiding around the room in cracks I never knew existed.
So the cage had to be covered with jnylon net. Then they scrambled to
hide beneath the wire floor. I thought ay ingenuity had been taxed to the
limit, but there was more to come. In less than two weeks, the hen was
hack working at the nest and neglecting the young. 1 read in an
out-of-print English bird book that in the wild the male feeds the young
for up to a month after the hen returns to her nest for the next clutch.
So I cautiously put the father back inte the cage, where he iamsediately
mated with the hen, devoured meal worms, and fed them to the young., No
plucking!

In a few days, 1 saw the first egg - - on the floor with a hole pecked in
it. For three days [ closed off the male and young each night form the
nest site with a wire divider until the next two eqgs were laid and
resoved each sorning. After the third morning, when it was apparent there
would be no more eqgs, the hen and nest were closed off permanently with
the solid partition in the right end of the cage.

The male fed the young well for three day: but on the morning of the
fourth day, there were the tell-tale little gray feathers on the floor
beneath the cage. As I watched, it became apparent that stuffing in meaj
worms and pulling out feather was his program.

The final solution was to have the male shut off in the lett end of the
tree-sectioned cage, the young in the center section with food, and me
pulling the wire partition many times each day, peraitting the male to
teed the young and then hustling him back behind bars. After how long I
don’t know - - but it was long - - one morning the young hopped down to
investigate the food dish, whereupon the male was permanently banished,
and the babies were weaned.

The hen raided and fledged the two youno in her second clutch, alone. and
laid a third clutch of eggs which were removed, nest ang all. £ggs and
nest are preserved on the shelf, and, having proved that I can raise
Black-crested finches, ! expect never to do it again.



1 gave the male to Ray Johnson (NFS panel judge, Georgia) and dreamed the
gther night that Ray oiled its feet, performed other conditioning and
grooming techniques known only to show winners, and in 1987, the
Black-crested and Ray won "Best Finch" in the Big Show. Next morning,
recalling the dream, I thought, "l can dream a better fantasy than that.

1 will take one of the babies, by ten grown into a neat and stylish adult
with imposing crest, to the show, and the baby and I together will win the

blue ribbon, Ray Johnson and the baby’s father will have to settle for
second place.”

This last scenario is my fantasy revenge for the time that Ray was judging
a finch division, and turned to the audience and said the Violet-eared was

probably best, but because of dirty feet would place second. My
Violet-eared waxbill.
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OCTOBER 2-4, 1987. ATLANTA, BEORGIA - THE GREAT AMERICAN BIRD SHOW.

The GREAT AMERICAN BIRD SHOW will continue the tradition of it’s
wonderfully surcessful show held last year in Chicago. Last year Kaytee
Products served the avicultural cossunity well by acting as the catalyst
and sponsoe for this gublic orientated show. This year the Show
sanagement has been taken over by a Board of Directors, and is sponsored
by Nature's Window. The show will be held at the Holiday Inn Crown Plaza,
conveniently located at the Atlanta International Airport. The show will
continue as a public event, and wil] feature of course, the cash award
exhibition as well as public seainars and demonstrations. There will e 3
large and active commercial area and space alloted for Specialty club
meetings and tables.

National Specialy clubs participating, include the African Lovebird
Society, the American Budgerigar Society, the Aeeriran Cockatiel Society,
the National Cockatiel Society. the National Finch and Softbill Society,
and the Society of Parrot Breeders and Exhibitors. Canary Organizations
will be announced shortly.

A large and exciting raffle has been planned by the GABS host club, the
Georgia Cage Bird Society. The Show Managers are Harold Bowles and
Raymond Johnson. Show Co-ordinator and Catalog editor is Bill Parlee.
For info on commercial space contact Ray Johnson, (75 Stoneridoe Way,
Favetteville, BA 30214, Site infor: Harold Bowles, 3402 Williams St.,
Marietta, 8A 30062, for Specialty Club or Catalog Ads contact: William
Pariee, PD Box 1B&07, E. Hartford. T 0&11B-0407.

NOVEMBER 20-22, 1987. COLUMBUS, 010 - THE NATIONAL CAGE BIRD SHOM.

This year the NATIONAL CAGE BIRD SHDW travels to Colusbus. Ohio and is
hosted by the Central Dhic Bird Fanciers. The NCBS is the host to the
National Finch and Softbill Society Annual Meeting and Exhibition.

This years judge for the Annual show is George Warren of Fortsmouth,
England. George is a well respected NFS Panel judge in this country as
weli as abroad. His sense of humor and judging critics are sure to make
his judging informative as well as enjoyable.

As you know last year in St. Louis, Tom Rood of Shelbyville, iL took home

the honors with a pair of Fawn Zebra Finches. This years National Show is
expected to be even larger. We are looking for 300 finches and Softhiiis

for the countries keenest competition. Plan on shawing and joining in on

the fun. Don’t forget to attend the NFS National Meeting.

For Ghow membership (to win a Kellogg award you must be a member) contact
Margie Magee, 23 West Janss Road, Thousand Qaks, [A 91B&d. For show
information contact: David S. Buinn, AR #1 Box 238A, Yorktown. IN 47396, 4



HAL KOONTZ on Milk Feeding

HAL KOONT? ON MILK FEEDING

A5 you xnow | write this Australian finch colusn for NFS and ask on a
regular basis that questions be sent me regarding Australian Finches,
This month’s column features one of these guestions and my answers, [f
you have questions, write me a 2604 Auburn Court, Bakersfield, CA 93204,

Our milk feeding guestion comes from Tim Morris an NFS member from
Rockford, Illinois.

MORRIS: 1In the March 1985 issue of the National Cockatiel Society
Bulletin, Mr. Michael Underwood states in a letter to the editor; that
milk is bad news for cockatiels. Ex: Milk passes undigested froa the
large to small intestine where bacteria try to digest it causing gas and
diarrhea. He further states that {t its not digested by the large
intestine because there is no lactose enzyme.

The droppings from my Gouldians have aiways seemed loser than my other
birds, but they have never really seemed to be in poor health. Last
spring 1 had 20 infertile eggs though, with no hatchings,

KOONTZ: When 1 first began in birds [ followed a canary breeder's
approach to nutrition which included milk on wheat bread or ¥ocha mix on
wheat bread. 1 fed this form appro:imately one year no adverse
conseguences observed. I do not feed miik to my birds now. 1
discontinued feeding it primarily because I was afraid of the ailx souring
and because it was too much work for me.

Powdered milk will not face the spoilage praoblea and I do not believe
there shouid be a groblem in feeding it. I know that experienced canary
breeders in this country and finch breeders in England do feed milk on
wheat bread to their birds. 1 have na knowiedge about the digestion of
milk in birds. All I can tell you is that euperienced breeders have fed
milk without visible adverse effects. It is also possible that ailk has
no positive effect on hirds. 1 noticed no decline in ay birds when &
discontinued feeding milk and have successfully raised birds for years
without feeding it. ! am sorry ! do not have sore scientific knowledge so
I could better answer your question,



MORRIS: 1 am very concerned with the problem of infertility, 1 really
want to raise Bouldians. 1 have recently tried Orlux "Universal Softbill®
diet, and my birds did not seem interested, so 1 discontinued using it
after three weeks. Orlux was also very expensive for such results. |
have offered mealworss, but nobody wants any since they have not had them
in the past. ! am not keeping Society finches right now, partly because l
would like to let my birds raise their own young. Below is a drawing of
the cages | am using. The one on the left houses Z pairs of Gouldians and
the cage to the right one with three canaries.
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RITTER: I have recently stopped using the powdered ailk portion of the
diet and continued to offer fresh aillet spray continually. Can you offer
any advise?

KOONTZ: Regarding the egg fertility problem, I think the double breeder
cage that you are using as two cages is too small for Gouldians. They
need more than fifteen inches of length to stay in breeding condition.

The cage used a one cage {30 inches in length! should be all right.
Bouldians have a tendency to get fat when not made to exercise which can
lead to sterility in the males, 1f they are not in good condition, I
would put them 1n flights {say 8" long) until they got back in good
condition, When 1 get infertile eqgs, | generally blame the male.
Determine whether he is getting too oid to breed (3 years or older) or
whether he is fat fyellowish instead of reddish abdomen under the
feathers],

tM



Incompatibility could also be a problem, especiallv if these birds bred .
with other mates befoe you baught them. 1 would try switching pairs
around until I found a compatible pair. [ would give each pair two or
three months each time before switching mates again.

1 hope this letter {5 of some assistance to you and that you are able to
raise Bouldians in the future. They are truly one of the most beautiful
finches on earth.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Veterinarian sources [ have checked with see no probiem in
feeding milk to seftbilled birds. as long as it, Iike fruit and greens, is
in spall amounts, as it can cause diarrbea. It is also an excellent
source of calicun for eqq oroduction. [ like Hal, however do not use it
because of the bother and the spoilage problem. ! increased my cage size
by just &* about 5 years ago and had better hatches with my Goulds.
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NATIONAL FINCH AND SOFTBILL SOCIETY BYLAWS

Adocted by the Board of Directors on Sunday, March 13, 1987 and replaces
those adopted on Movember 10, 1983 and September 8, {983. These bylaws
have been adopted subject to membership approvai which is to be placed in
the minutes of the next reqular Board Meeting and subject to correction of
spelling and typographical errors, These bylaws are on file with the
Secretary of States office in Hartford, Comnecticut.

ARTICLE 1 - NAME DF THE ORGANIZATION

This organization shall be known as the National Finch and Softbill
Society, Inc. It shall also be known in a more casual manner as "NFS",

ARTICLE J - HOME DFFICE

The principle office of the society shall be 8i0 Silver Lane, East
Hartford, CT 06118, or other address as the EBoard of Directors may fram
time to tice select.

PARAGRAFH TWO,

First Vice-President: Shall fill the position of the President in
absentia. Ghall bte first in succession to fil! the position of the
President should the President be unable to fill his term. The First
Vice-President shall coordinate the activities of, and be ressonsidie for,
all Regional Vice-Presidents,

PARAGRAPH THREE,

Second Vice-President: Shall be second in line to the Presidency anc
first in line to succeed the First VYice-President,

The Second Vice President shall chair the Fducation Committee and
coordinate the educational programs of the society. The Second Vice
President shall also chair the Fubiishing Committee as weil as sit on all
Cosaittees of the Society.

PARAGRAPH FOUR

The Third Vice President shall be in charge of "FINCHSAVE" the caotive
breeding program of the Sociefy. He shall parficipate in the committee
and gquide the captains and breeders invoived ir the program,

PRRABRAPH FIVE

The Fourth Vice President must be a NFS Panel Judge as he/she shall serve

as the Panel Director. The Fourth Vice President shall also chair the

Research and Standards Comeittee and be in charge of Specie
lassifications. He/she shall also be responsible for shows or

exhibitions of the Society and member points arising therefrom,




PARAGRAPH TWo

Mesbership Cosmittee: The Meabership Committee shall conduct the
membership affairs of the society, and shall from time to time canduct
drives to increase the mesbership of the society. It shall proacte the
society at any event held nationally or locally in the Avicultural field
unless such promotion should be contrary to the sponsering organization’s
policy. The Meshership Cosaittee shall be chaired by the the Treasurer of
the Society.

PARRGRAPH THREE

Show Committee: The Show Coseittee, chaired by the Fourth Vice-President
shall be resaonsible for the annual show of the society. It shali he
responsible for the day-to-day activities required to achieve said
exhibition, and shall be iasediately responsible to the Board of
Directors.

PARAGRAPH FOUR

Publishing Consittee: The Publishing Cosmittee shall be responsible for
all publications of this society. It shall produce and edit a bi-monthly
bulletin for the membership of the society. [t shall produce a Handbook
or yearbook ¢or the Society, and any other publications as directed by the
Board of Directors.

PARAGRAPH 51X

Education Committee: This committee will assist its chairman, the Second

Vice-President, in developing educationa] prograss for the aembers of this
society,

PARAGRAPH TEN

Finchsave Cosmittee: The Finchsave Cosmittee shail assist the Mrector of
the program. It shali consist of members designated by the Director ang
the Board of Directors. This Coamittee shall kelp develop and preserve
policy in regard to this captive breeding program. Only the Committes ady
request funds for the administration of the program. ALl funds used for
the orogram aust be authorized by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE {4 - ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

The Bylaws hereby set forth in Articles | through 14 shall be considered
the articles of incorporation of the National Finch and Softhill Society,
Inc., and may not be changed in any way, subject to the terms of Article
13 paragraphs ! through 4, as included herein.

Approval of Article ONE will aean your approval of the name change as is
required in any other sentence of these bylaws, For the purposes of space
any such other nase change is not printed here in these proposed
amendments,
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NFS INDEX OF ARTICLES

The toliowing is an index of all NFS articles, inciuding important NFG .
business reports, Standards, and other reports of interest. This index

cavers ali NFS issues inclusive of this issue,

SPECIES ARTICLE
Baii Mynah Breeding, ¥now Your Softbills- 7. Shaw, by D- Wetze!
Jan/Feb 85.
Black-crested ~inch, Breeding the- Maxilia Evans Jan/Feb B7.
Biue-black Grassguit, Breeding the- Vai Ciear Jan/Feb 87,
Biue Faced Parrot Finch, Breeding the- Hal ¥oontz Mavidune 3.
Cordon Bleu. NFS Gfficial Show Standard- May/dune 5.
Jiasond Soarrow, Breedino the- Hal Koontz BectsOct Ba.
Cusan Meiodious Finches- courtesy of San Siezo Finch Soriety,
Aor 84,
Boldfinches, Breeding- Joe Corras Jan/Fab 35,
Goidfinches, Lurooean- Nancy Hicks Sent/Tot 35,
Suuldians, Preeding- Wiliiar Parlee Asr 54,
oouldians. Breeding the Yellow- Terry Durtan Culy/fug BIL
Souldian, Mutations- Terry Dunbas  July 94
bouldian, Lady. Mutation pdate- Terr. Junham- Seot.0ct BA-
Souldian, iady, NFS Official Show Standard- Mar/dor 84,
Green Singing Finch, NFS Official Show Btandard- Mav/June Bb.
Hawtinch, White Tailed- wiil:am Pariee Jan/Feb 8é.
Indian Seice Bird, The- Vai Clear Gent/Uct BEI.
Java Rice Birgs- Dan 7. Outz Jan/Feb B6.
dasked Grassfinch, Breeding the- Hal Koardz Mar/dor 84,
Wi Finches, Breeding the- Wiiliam Fariee Jot 34.
Plush Capoed Jays, know Your Softbilis- P, Shaw, oy 7. Miller
Mar/fpr 8%,
Shafttail, Breeding the- Hal ¥oonmiz ouiv/fug 3a.
Saciety- Nat. Bengalese Fanciers fissoc. Guestion & Answers Mar/hor 55,
Society, N°5 Dffirial Show standard- Oct Be.
Society, Gur Little Cactain Yarvel- hkarda Deacon “ardfor 85,
Star Finches- ®ifliam Faryee gan.7Ed 83-
Starg, My- £ Timaonz  Yav/dunz 35,
Strawgerry Finches- Val IZlgar Ca
weaver “incpes, African- Monica Russo Mayrlune 30,
Wydans, Those interesting- R- £- Decoteau (an.Tes do.
Zebra, NFS Dfficial Show 3tandarc- Jet 94-
iebra Finch, The- vai Clear ov/Dec &5,
Zebra Finches: Part - Willian Parlee May/lune D4.
Iehra Finchess; Part [I- Wil:iaz Parise- Julvifug Eb.
Ighra Tinches: Part IIi- William Parlee- Mov/Dec Bf.
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CARE AND MANAGEMENT ARTILLES

Cage Vs. Aviary Preeding- Jerry Dunham Jan/Feb £,

Dietary Comments, Seneral Nutrition- William Pariee Sept/Jct 89

wd

Dietary Comments, Millet Sprays— diliiam Parlee Nov/Dec 32,

Dietary Comments, Vitamins % OJther Sugplementation- w. Farlee
Jan/Feb Ba.

Egg-Binding Symptoms % Treatment- Earl Grossman Mar/Apr Bé.

Handy Hints- (New Zealand Finch Societyi- Sept/Gct Ba.

»e] Banding Froceedure- Sept/dct Bs,

Live Foogs: To Feed or Not to Feed- “erry Junham Sept/dct B3,

Milk: 7o Feed or Not to Feed- Hal Kontz Jan/Fsh 7.

Ooeraticn Ice Cube- Nancy Reed May./June 34,

Foisonous Plants- Buy Hodges Nov/dec 85.

MISCELLANEDUS ARTICLES

AFA Fact Sheet, Possible laws to orohibit sale of wiid birds-
Nov/Dec 85,

Best in Show Judgings: The Possibilities— k. Parlee Seot/Oct B4,

Lats, kids, and Birds- Wanda Deacon vov/dec 85,

comsunity Aviary, The- Nors Kopec:y May/Jure 3a.

Filling Qut a Show Tag- Sept/Oct BS.

Finch Tales- Tom Rood Mar/for B9,

oreat National Finch Pwrsuit [ontest- Julv/fug-Seot/Oct B5.

GNFF Contest Sesuits- Mar/for 8é.

Legisiative News of Interest, Alerts- Xar for-May/lune 85.

NFS Member Viewgoint- Norm kgopechy BSept:Gct Ga.

Naticnal Finch Show 1984- Wally Lanoitan Nov/Dec 8.

Guestionaire to NFS Judges- Nancy Reed July/Aug 3o.

Soecia.ization- Hal ¥oont: Jan/Feh 3a.

Sugnort Your ocal Club- B. David Dewald Ma«/June 8%.

To Prompte Fincnesz- vom Rood  Sept/0ct &F.

Weitome to the National Finch Socieiy- Nancy Reed Anr 54,

Whv o Your Finches Do the Things They Jo™- kanza Jeacan Jut.

ul I,
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NFS NEWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE ARTICLES

NFS Affiliation Agreement- Nov/Dec 83, Mar/dor B&, Jan/Feb 87.

NFS Annual Minutes- Chicago, {984, Jan/Feb 85; San Antonio, {985,
Nov/Dec 837 St. louwis, 1985, Nov/Dec Bé.

NFS Attained Exhibitor Points- Jan/Feb BS; Jan/Feb B4y Jan/Feb 97.

NFS By-Laws, as ammenged- Sept/(ct 85, Jan/Feb 87.

NFS Captive Breeding Program- Parlee, Koontz, Kooecky Nav/Dec 8b.

NFE Dducational Panslie- Maridor .

NFS Election Ballot- Seot/Oct g5.

NFS Exhibitor Points Scheduie for 1986- Nov/Dec BS;
Jan/Feb 87,

NFE Index of Articles- Nancy Reed- Jan/Feb B7.

NFS Judges Panei Handbook Sucpiement- dan/Fed Bb.

NFS Membershin Roster— Oct 84, Jan/Teb 83, Jan/reb 84, Nov/Dec Ba.
NFS Natignal Show {984- T. Patterson Jan/Feb B3; 1984-Mar/for 36.
NFS Regional Map- Nov/Dec 83, Mar/Apr 84, Jan/Feb 87,

NFS Show Classifications for 1983- May/June 83, for 1985- May/June B84.
NFE Show Results, 1984- Jan/Feb 83,

NFS Show Resuits, 1985- Nov/Dec 85, Jan/Feb 86, Mar/Apr Ba.

NFS Show Resuits, 1984- Nov/Dec B6, Jan/Fed 37,

tor 1987-
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