THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY
529 Burnside Avenue
E. Hartford, CT 06108
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Voluse 3 Wusber 3
Officers

President s oo n oo (2030 528-1458 . . . Williaa 5. Parlee
Ist Vice President . , . ., . , (4170 &49-8103. . . . Br. &, E. Decoteau
2nd Vice President . , . . ., (203) 480-404% . . . Wancy A. Reed
Treasurer s+ o v e oo 1203) JA4-5875, . . . Russell Arsitage Ur.
Corres. Secretary . .. ... (8. ..., ,... Roger 0’Connell
Record. Secretary . . . ... (203} ... .. ... Chris Yoronovitch

Appointed Officers

Liaison Officer . ., . .. (4I3) 734-7053 ., . Pasela E. 5, Liddy
€ditor e+ 0 e .. (203) 520-1450 , , ., Williaa 6. Parlee
Education Dfficer . . . ... (203) 488-9403 . . . Jerry V’Agata

Band Secretary v ovoeowowo 12030 346-5875 . . . Russell Armitage Jr,
Prosotion Dfficer . . . ., ., (203) 400-}403 . . . Kelly 5. Dahill
Points Chairman ., . . .. . (203) 520-1458 . . . Tony M. Patterson

REGLOMAL VICE PRESIDENTS

Region One (Northeast) « o LT18) 230-3406 . . . Willias Hodges
Region Two (Southeast!) Ve e e e e e s Karl Kline
Region Three (Nid-Centrsl) . . . . .., . ... ... Jon Hoffman
Region Four (Mid-West) .o (402) 339-0772 . . . Paul Nilliass
Region Five i{Mountain) « « (3030 574-15%4 . . . Martha Nigaore
Region Six {Pacific Coast) . . (B05) 872-1041 , . . Hal M. Koontz

FROM THE PRESIDENT

It is our wish to make ourselves sore accessable to our meabers,
therefare,in this issue for the #irst tise, telephone nuabers are listed
for all officers and Panel Judges,

We ask thet you write in sost cases. However if you have an eagrgency
situation when contacting one of the Judges or Board seabers will help,
please feel free to use the telephone nushers that have been provided,
Please keep in aind that early evening is usually the best tise to reach
people at hose. MNe ask that calls be sade before ¥ p.s. in the tise 2one
of the person you are calling.

The Hose office nusber (203) 520-1458 will be answered hetween 9 a.s. and
? p.o, on Monday, Wenesday, and Friday. Weekends will be hit or miss, so
try to call during the weekday hours,



NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY
AFFILIATION AGREEMENT 1984

THANK YOU FDA SHONING AN INTEREST IN AFFILIATING NITH THE NATIDNAL FINCH
SOCIETY. NE ARE SUAE THAT THE ARRANGEMENTS WE NAKE NILL BE OF NUTUAL
BEMEF[T TD BOTH DF GuUA ORGANIIATIDNS.

THE ONLY REQUIREMENTS THAT YOUR CLUB NILL HAVE TD NEET, ARE TD PAY THE
APPROPAIATE AFFILIATION FEE AND SELECT A DELEGATE TD AEPAESENT YOUA CLUB
IN DEALINGS NITH NFS. SUCH DELEGATE NUST BE A MEMBER DF NFS,

LEVEL ONE AFFILIATION

LEVEL ONE AFFILIATION IS DESIGNED FDA CLUBS THAT ARE MOT EXHIBITION
OATENTED, THE FEE FOR THIS AFFILIATION IS 23, YOUA BENEFITS INCLUDE ALL
THE NDANAL EDUCATIDHAL AHD PUBLICATIDON MATERIALS OF THE SOCIETY, ALSD YOU
NILL RECEIVE DUAING THE AUGUST DF YDUA AFFILIATION YEAR A BEAUTIFUL PLABUE
FOA YOUR CLUB. THIS PLAGUE CAN BE A SEAVICE DA BAEEDEA ANAAD FOA DNE OF
THE MENBEAS DF YDUR CLUB (THIS PERSON NEED NDT BE & HFS NEMBEB). THE
PLAQUE ALDNE IS NDRTH THE AFFILIATION FEE. REQUESTS FDA THE TYPE PLARUE
AND NOADING NUST BE FDANAADED 3D NFS KD LATER THAN JUNE [ OF THE YEAA,

LEVEL TWOD AFFILIATION

LEVEL TND AFFILIATION IS FOA CLUBS NITH EXHIBITIONS.  YOUA BENEFITS NILL
INCLUDE BEAUTIFUL PLAQUES FOR FIAST, SECOND, AND THIAD PLACE IN YDUR
SKOM. THE FEE FDA THIS LEVEL IS $4D, AND [S SINILAR TD LAST YEAA'S
AFFILIATIONS., '

NEW FOR 19845 — OPTIONAL RDSETTE PACKABGE

CLUBS NISHING TD ENHANCE THEIA FINCH AND SOFTBILL DIVISIONS NAY SELECT TD
PUACHASE GUR NEN DPTIONAL PACKABE NHIEH INCLUDES ID LONG STAEANER ADSETTES
FOR THE TEN BEST NINNEAS IN YOUA SHON. THESE ADSETVES AAE ATTAACTIVE
COLDAFUL ADSETTES THAT NDULD COST YDUR CLUD MDAE THAN THE COST OF THIS
PACKAGE IF THE CLUB NAS TO PURCHASE THEN FDA THENSELVES., EACH RDSETTE
NILL GIVE THE SKDW NANE, NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY ENBLEN AND PLACE, COST
FOA TNIS OPTIONAL PACKAGE 1S JUST $25.

[F YOU HAVE ANY FUATHER QUESTIONS AEGAADING AFFILIATION NITH THE NATIDNAL
FINCH SOCIETY, YOU MAY NRITE THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY AT 529 BURNSIDE
AVE,, E. HAATFOAD, CT D&10B, YDU NAY USE THIS FORM TD AFFILIATE,

CLUB NANE CIACLE OME: LEVEL § 2 2 NITH OPT,

DELEGATE —— WS NEN, B
ADBRESS Y _STATETIP

MAIL TNIS FORM AND YOUR FEE OF $25 - $4D - 565 TD THE ADDAESS ABDVE .
DEADLINE FOR AFFILIATIONS - JULY 1, 1984.



The National Finch Society

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

Address

City _State 2ip

Individual $15 / / Dual $20 / / Junior 7.50 / /

Dual Membership is two individuals residing at the
same address (one bulletin). Juniors are under 16.

Club affiliations

How long have you been involved in finches

How many species have you bred?

Briefly describe your interest in joining the
National Finch Society and what you hope to get
out of your membership.

Send yourapp and fee to Russell Armitage Jr. Treas.
345 Boston Road
Middletown, CT 06457

529 Burnside Avenue, East Hartford, Ct 06108




THE NATIONAL FINCH SHOW 1986

The National Finch Society, National Show for 1984 will be heid in
conjunction with the National [age Bird Show. This years’' show will be
held at the Adaas Mark Hotel in St. Louis, Nissouri on Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday, Moveaber 13-17, 19Bé.

Finch reqistration will be Thursday evening and friday merning before the
start of judqging. The exact cut-off tiae will be announced at a later
date.

Ihis years’ National Finch Show promises to be the largest and best yet.
lhe new NF5 classification systea wil! be in effect for this show. NF§ 15
looking for a participation that will exceed the largest entry of finches
for the Mational Cage Bird Show. The ilargest entry to date 15 1B2 in
1985. It would seea that with aeabership support the XFS can expect at
least 300 finches for this years' show.

There will be many incentives for those seabers entering their birds this
year. The Kellogq award of course, will be awarded to the Best Finch in
Show, The NFS Kaytee Award will be awarded the Best Breed and Banded by
the exhibitor entry. These awards are in addition to all the noraal
Divisional, Sectional and Class trophies and rosettes normaliy awarded by
the Mationa! Cage Bird Show.

The National Finch Society will be Awarding a plaque for the Best in each
Section. The WFS Diviona! awards will include a plague for Ist, 2ad, and
3rd Best in Division along with the ten best Rosettes.

This year as a special treat to Society fanciers, the National Finch
Society will be awarding 3 first and second Best Society meda). These two
sedals were obtained though Dr. Val Clear, and are donations to our
national show by the National Bangalese Society of Great Britain. Ne of
the Mational Finch Society consider it a great honor to recieve these
nedals. They are sure to be a treasured holding of the wianers,

This year's judge for the Finch Division is NFS President and Panel Judge
William Parlee, Bill brings with hia his years of experience in judging
finches and softhills. His style of judging is sure to be educational to
all those viewing the judging.

Ne encourage all NFS seabers to attend the "Mational®, as it is sare than
4 show it is an education. You wiil meet with other serious finch
breeders and echibitors and will be able to share your knowledge. Of
course you will be able to see old friends and new ones. There will te a
National Finch Saciety booth set up during the entire show. The NFS§
National Annual meeting will be held Friday evening at the hotel. We hope
to meet and greet all our NFS member at "your show of shows®, the National
Cage bird Shox, St. Lows, 1988,



LAST MINUTE NEWS FROM NFS,

The quarterly Board meeting of the National Finch Society
was held on June 8, 1986. Minutes of the meeting will
not appear until the July/Aug. issue of the Bulletin as
this Bulletin was already in the process of printing.

The following is a brief summary of the meeting.
Board approves a transition to type-set Bulletin.

Board elects to create sixth region. New Region 6 is
to include California, Oregon, Washington, Alaska, and
Hawaii. The Board appointed Hal Koontz to serve as
Regional Vice President until the next election.

Board enpanels three new judges for 1986. Joseph Krader,
Hal Koontz, and Brian Manderich all of Calfronia have
sucessfully completed the requirments of the Panel and
have been apprived as NFS Panel Judges.

Board approves Green Singer Standard. Agrees to set
forth a general standard for the judging of finches
not covered by formal standards.

tducation committee announces two new slide programs
to be avialable to affiliated clubs this September.

Research and Standards Committee will study, at the
suggestion of President Parlee, the feasibility of

of creating a program of encouragement in the breeding
finches that are not well established in this country.
The comnittee will study what part and the extent:that
the NFS should be involved.

The Board announced an administrative change that will
put all membership services in one office, thus short-
ening the waiting time for responses to members.

President Parlee explains Regional Vice-President
program,

CompTete minutes will appear in the next issue of the
NFS Bulletin.



There’s More
Than A Grain Of
Truth In
Kavytee
Forti-Diet®

A lot's being said about caged
bird nutrition. The truth is that
there are many opinions as to
what's really needed,

Kaytee nutritional specialists
spent nearly five years searching
for the ideal premium formula.
We found that more nutrition was
needed in a top quallty mix than
ordinarily available in seeds and
grains.

Added Nutritional Benefit

We developed a palatable, for-
tified Golden Granule concen-
trate packed full of extra
vitamlns, minerals and amino
acids and added it to our special
blend of fresh grains, seeds and
other natural ingredients.

A Better Appraach

Most manufacturers agree that
additional fortification is needed
in a premium mix. The truth is
that they can’t agree as to how it
should be added.

Some pene-
trate mature’s
protective seed
hull barrier witlhy a
fortified additive
“which may reduce the
shelf-life and seed qual-
ity. Others merely coat the hulls
with fortification.. .which winds
up at the bottom of the cage.

Fortilcation Prneirem

Protecive Send Hull
Bauthy — Moy Reduce
ShaWLile arad Cuaabty

Sevd Hull Comnd Wik
Fornbention - Winds
Up At Bostwn OF Cage

Kaytee's palatable Golden
Granule concentrate |s totally
consumable and doesn’t reduce
the shell-life and seed quallty.
This means your birds are getting
the balanced dlet and nutrition
they need, while you're getting all
the value you want.

Aitend the
Kaytee Greet
American Bird
Show in Chicago
Octinber 2-4,
1986!

HAVYTEE PRODUCTS
INCORPORATED
Chilon, Wi 53014
414-849-2321

<




THE QFFIGCIAL. _CORDON BLEY STANDARD _

is adopted by the Natiomal Finch Saciety

March 19B%

CONDITION: 20 POINTS
The condition of the Cordon Bleu is of paraswunt importance, as this bird
noreally holds a good appearance, and the degree of ditficulty is sot
great in keeping the bird in top condition, The Cordon aust be lsmaculate
vith no soiled or frayed feathers. There asust be ng pin feathers.
Rissing toes, nails, or damaged or missing feathers are show faults and

will count heavily in the point count,

CONFORMATION: 50 POINTS

(Broken down as {ollows)
HEAD_AND_BODY: _20_POINTS. The head should be relatively #lat above the
eyes, but not 50 flat as to appeared chiseled. The beak should be
elongated rather than cospact and should be sharp at the tip, clean and
free from old beak layerings., The Cordon should appear sleek and not
rabust, however it should not be 50 sleek as to appear cnakey,
W:NGS: 15 FOINTS. The wings should be carried evenly and should ot droop

They should blend into the back and meet just beyond the root of the

tail,



IAIL:__15 POINTS. The tail 1s iaportant on the Cordon as 1t sheuld equal
alapst the length of the body in the aale. Males should exhibit a tail of
nearly two 1nches, and females slightly less.

The tail sust be coapact from the root and fan ever so slightly to the
tip. The tail feathers say fan soaewhat as 1t 15 flicked from side to
side.

STANCE: 10 POINTS. The Cordon should be fairly cale on the perch and
should act appear overly nervous. He should not Julp_tu the side bars of
of the cage, but should demonstrate Waxbill beheavor by caialy junping
from one perch to the cther and haﬁk again. Upon each jump the Cerden
turns back toward the perch that he has juaped fros and *flicks® his tail,
and then jumps back. This 15 the ideal Waxbill demeanor. A judges probe
should not rause the bird to lose his cosposure.

COCKS: The beak should be of 4 fairly strong rose coloration where 1t
aeets the skull, and will becoae more pale to the center where 1t will
blend into a silverly lustrous rose-gray to the tip,

The face, cheeks and euch of the underparts should be a shins shy dblue.
The undercoverts of the tail, vent, lower chest, and abdomen shoull be a

relatively dark tan coloration; whereas the top of the head and neck area

are a darker shade or sousey Brown. The uppersides of the tail and



coverts are blue of less intensity than the sky blue of the face. The
male will exmibtit a tright, eltiptically shaped vivid maroon patch which
should be diagonally placec across the cheeb. There must be no stray
saroon feathers,

HENS:  The “en bird will not ezhibit a cheek patch and will have less

ertensive, less 1ntense blue aﬁout the head and body.

SPECTAL NOTES:

The blue, particularly on the underparts, wil! appeir more extensive, but
tess 1ntense, The Angolan overall will &e a more lustrous bird. The body
will be more rompact, giving an appearance of a somewhat aore robust
bird,

Corden, as the entire head and neck areas are blue with no shades of tan
or brown. The blue is somewhat more powdery tham the Angolan+but more
intense than the Cordon. The Blue Capped will appear much more robust,
as the body s nearly 172" longer than the Cordon, marking the total hird
nearly 4 314" in length. Tre asle Blue Capped, as the Angolan, does

sot sport a cheek patch,

females of both the Angolan and Blue Capped will be slightly duiler uo

coloration,



NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY
EXHIBITION POINTS SCHEDULE

THE FOLLONING 1S AN EXPLANATIDN OF THE NATIONAL FINCH SDCIETY POINTS
SYSTEN, AS YOU CAN SEE, THE SYSTEN HAS BEEX CHANGED FRON IHAT DE PREVIOUS
YEARS. THIS SYSTENM HAS ALEVIATED THE PITFALLS OF THE OLD SYSTEN, AND NORE
EVENLY QLSTRIBUTES POINTS BASED ON THE SIZE OF ENTRIES, OUE TO THIS
CHANGE IN POINIAGE, THE TOTALS NEEGED FOR CHANPIONSHIP EXHBLTOR AND
EXHIBITOR EXCELLEMCE ANARGS HAVE ALSO CHANBED.

CHAMPIONSHIF EXHIBITOR EXHIBITOR EXCELLENCE
40 POINTS IN ONE YEAR 200 ACCUMULATED FTS.

POINTS SCHEDULE
Nuaber of finches '
in a show Best Znd 3rd 4th Sth ath 7th Bth 9th 10th
29 32 1 x ox x x x x 4
0-39 4 5 2 1 oy x ox x x x
0-49 5 4 3 2 1 x x x x
59 & 3 4 3 2 1 x x x x
bo-49 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 X X ¥
0-719 @ 7 6 5§ & 3 2 1 x
B89 9 8 7 & 5 4 3 2 1
90-99 10 9 @8 7 & 5 4 3} 2 |
00-119 11 10 % 8 7 & 5 4 3 2
120139 12 11 10 ¢ 8 7 & S5 4 3

H0-139 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 & 5 &

Over 160 M4 I3 12 11 10 9 B 7 & 5

The nuaber of points to be awarded for a win, Ist through 10th are listed
under the place. Follow the entry size line for the nuaber of finches
showm at the particular show over to the place which you have won. The
points shown under that place are the points you have recieved for that
win., Remember, regardless of the size of the entry, if the show is npt
being judged by a NFS Panel Judge, there will be no points awarded, The
tlub involved does not necessarily have to be an affiliate of NF5, but the
judge aust be a panel judge for points to count. Plaques and Rosettes
troa the National Finch Society are only awarded at NFS affiliated shows.
11



NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY AFFILIATED CLUBS

CAL1FDRN1A
The Fresnn Canary and Finch
Society, _
Delegate: Grahaa Southerland

The Aviary Assoc. of Kern Cty.
Delegate: Hal Koontz

Show: Noveaber 15, 19Bb

Panel Judge: Hal Koontz

Place: Kern Cty. Fairgrounds
Hall of Flowers,

COLORADD
Rocky Mt. Society of Aviculture
Delegate: Martha Nigmore
Shows October 25, 1986
Panel Judge: Paul Nilliaas
Place: Continental lnn, Denver

CONNECTICUT

The Conn. Assoc, for Aviculture
Delegate: Jerry D'Agata

Shoe: Dctober 24, 1984

Panel Judge: Conrad Neinert
Place: Vet. Neaorial Bldg,

E. Martiord, CT.

FLORIDA
Gold Coast Exotic Cage Bird Club
Oelegate: Karl Kline
Show: Dctober 25, 19Bb
Panel Judge:; MWilliaa Parlee
Place:
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Gtr. Wiami Avicultural Society
Oelegate: Hector Ugalde

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Ann Hurst

BEOREIA
The Georgia Cage Bird Society
Oelzgate: Cecil Bunby
Show: Noveaber |, 1986
Panel Judge: A.E.Decoteau

ILLINGTS
BIr. Ehlcago Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Charles dnchor
Shoe: October 2-4, 1986
Panel Judge: A.E.Decoteau
Place: Ramada D'Hare
Roseaont, 111, (GABS)

Kaytee Great Aaerican Cage
Bird Shoe. Delegates Harvey
Geith, Date: Dct, 2-4, 1985
Conjunction eith Chicago Shoe.

INDIANA
Indiana Bird Fanciers

belegater Val Llear

LOUSTANA
Bulf South Cage Bird Cich
Delegate: Evon Kruse
Shoe: October .9, 1984
Panel Juoy>* Daren Decoteau
Place; Clarion Hotel, W.0., La.

“ARYLAND
The Naryland Cage Bird Assoc.
Delegate: Dallas Joheson
Shoer  Noveaber B, 1986
Panel Judge: Daren Decotean
Eonjunction eith Cent.Pa.Show
Plate: Qualily Inn, York, Pa.

NASSACHUSETTS
The Boston Cockatiel Society
Delegate: Roger 0°Connell
Show: Septeaber 27, 1985
Panel Judge: Jerry D*Agata
Place; Neston Town Hall,

The Boston Society for
Aviculture Inc.

Oelegate: Roger D'Connell
No Show this year.



The Mass. Cage Bird Assoc.
Delegate: Shirley Eaton
Show: October 18, 1984

Panel Judge: WMillias Parlee

Place: Reed Hall, Kingston, Ma.

Nestern Mew England Cage Bird
Society.

Delegate: Charles Biagquinta
Show: Movember B, 1966

Panel Judge: Milliam Pariee

NICHIGAN
Mid-Mest Canary and Cage Bird
Society.
Delegate: Mary Kaszyca
Show: Dctober 3-4, 1984
Judget Charles Kruger #&¢
Place: Holiday lnn, Southiield

MLNNESOTA
Minnesota Cage Bird Society
Delegate: Micheal Eronson
Show: October 11, 1985
Panel Judge: WMilliam Parles
Place: Knollwood, Minneapolis

N1550URT
The Kansas City Avicultural
Society.
Delegate: Ear] Courts
Show: (October 18, 986
dudge: Or.Roger Marlan eee
Place: Ho Jo’s, Independence

Missouri Cage 8ird Club
Delegate: Tom Rood

Show: Navesber 13-14, 1984
Panel Judge: Milliam Parlee
Conjunction with Mational
Cage 8ird Show,

The Mational Cage Bird Show
Show: Noveaber 13-l4, 1984
Finch Division

Panel Judge: HMilliam Parlee
Place: Adaws Mark Notel

St. Louis, Mo.

The National Finch Society
National Show

NEBRASKA
The Gtr. Daaha Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Mayne Eichelberger
Show: Noveaber &, 1984
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor

NEN HAMPSHIRE
Birds of a Feather
Avicultural Society
Delegate: Larry Brandt

The Mew Hawpshire Avicultural
Soctety

Delegate: Ken Akey

Show: Dctober 11, 1984
Panel Judge: Al Deroteau

MEN YORK
The Astoria &ird Club
Delegate: Alex Brivas
Show: Novesher 1, 1986

. Panel Judge: Kelly Dahill
Place: Aa.Legion, Wespstead

NORTA CARDLINA
The Charlotte Netraliner Cage
Bird Seciety.
Delegate: Patricia Gibson

DLKANDNA
dird Fanciers of Dklahpsa
Delegate; Gene Willer
Show: Qctober 25, 198
Panel Judge: Charles Anchor
Place: Camelot Motel, Tulsa.

PENNSYLVANLA
The Central Pennsylvania
Cage Bird Society,
Delegate: Milliam Lualey
Show: Movesber 8, 1984
Conjunction with Maryland
Cage &ird Assoc.

MISCONSIN
The Misconsin Cage Bird Club
Delegate: Mary luidewa

t4¢ Non-accredited judge (np points)

13



1986 NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY CLASSIFICATIONS

MIVISIIN S - TEDRS FINDMES

YOUNG CLASS OLD CLASS YOUNE CLASS LD CLASS
SECTION 1 - NDAMAL IEBAAS SECTION 3 - OTHER VARIETIES
{00 bBray norsal male 101 300 Fawn n
102 Gray noreal hen 103 302 Penquins 303
104 Pied . 105
SECTION 2 - NHITE ZEBAAS 306 Florida Fancy o7
200 All Mhite 201 308 Black Breasted 309
202 Chestnut Flanked 203 310 Orange Breasted 311
208 Silvers Fiik] 312 Crested 33
205 Creass 207 34 Any other Variety 313

Suggested awards: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best lebra in Division plague.
1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Section rosettes
fst, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Class ribbons

DIVISION TWO - NISTRALIAW FIADMES

YOUNB CLASS GLD CLASS YOUNB CLASS OLY CLASS
SECTION § - LADY GOULDIANS SECTION 3 - PLAINS FINCHES
(00 Red Headed 101 300 Diawond Sparraws 301
102 PBlack Headed 103 302 Cherry Finch 303
{04 MNhite Breasted 105 304 Dichenp {Owl) 305
106 Orange Headed H7 Job  Star Finch 307,
108 Any other Variety 10% JOB Painted 309
J10 Fire Tailed 40|
SECTION 2 - BAASSF INCHES 312 #ny other Variety 313
200 Shatttail 201
202 Masked 203 SECTION & - NAXBILL/NANNIKIN
I Farson 205 400 Sydney Maxbill 0l
706 Any other Variety 207 402 Chestnut Flanked 403
404 Tricolor Mannikin 405
406 Pectoralis 07

$0B Any other Variety #0%

Suggested awards: 1st, nd, 3rd, Best in Division plaques
1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Section rosettes
1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Clags ribbons



OIVISION TMREE - INRE-PACIFIC FINDES

YOUNG CLASS
CLASS

SECTION 1 - PARROT FINCHES
100 Tricolor (Blue Face)
102 Red Headed

104 Nonpareil

106 Any other Variety

SECTION 2 - JAVA RICE BIRDS
200 Noreal Bray

202 White

200 Pied (Calico)

206 Cinnason

200 Any other Variety

OLE CLASS

101
103
105
107

201
203
205
207
208

YOUNB CLASS oLp

SECTION 3 - FINCHES OF IND1A
300 Indian Silverhill Jol

302 Spice Bird Jo3
304 Strawberry 305
306 Breen Avadavat 307

30D Mhite Hooded Muns 309
310 Black Hooded Muns 311
312 Tricolor Muns 113
J14 Any other Variety 315

Suggested awards: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Division plaques,
Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Section rosettes,
lst, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Class ribhons.

OINISION FOUR - SBCIETY FINCHES

SECTIPN ! - CHOCOLATE SOCIETY
100 Self Chocolate |

ol

182 Chocolate and Nhite 13

SECTION 2 - FAUN (CINNANON)

200 Fawn 201
202 Fawn and Nhite 03

SECTION 3 - NHLTE SOCIETY
300 Sclid Mhite 3ot
302 Mastly White 303

SECTION & - CRESTED SOCIETY
300 Chocalate Crested 301
302 Fawn Crested 303
304 White Crested Jos

Suggested awards: Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best Society in Bivision plague.
Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Section rosettes,
Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Class ribbans,

OIVISION FIVE - ELRMOPEAN, MRES § HYBRIDS

SECTION | - EUROPEAN BOLDFINCKES

100 European Boldfinches 101
SECTION 2 - OTHER EUROPEANS

200 Chatdinch 201
202 Bullfinch 203
204 Redpall 205
204 Limnet 207
208 Eremafinch 209

210 Ay other Variety 211

SECTION 3 - MLES & RYBRIDS

300 Goldfinch Crosses 3OL
302 Greenfinch Crosses 303
304 Chatfinch Crosses 305
304 Linnet Crosses . 307

Note: All crosses eust be
listed an the show tag.
Exasple: Chafd/House,



BIVISION SII - FINDHES OF AFRICA

YOUNE CLASS 0L CLASS YDUNG CLASS OLD CLASS
SECTION | - SMALL MAIBILLS SECTION 4 - NANNIKINS
100 Dufresne’s 101 400 Bronze Ninged 401
102 Cordon Bley 103 407 Magpie 403
104 Bold Breasted 105 404 Silverbill 405
106 Orange Cheeked 107 404 Cutthroat 407
100 Red Eared 109 400 Blye Billed (BEN) 409
(10 St, Helena 111 410 Any other Variety 41
112 Firefinch 13
!4 Any other Variety 115 SECTION 5 - NEAVERS & WHYDANS
300 Napoleon 504
SECTION 2 - LARGER NAXBILLS 502 Orange Dishop 503
200 Blye Capped 20t 504 Red Billed 505
202 Lavender 203 504 Scaly Neaded 307
204 Aprora {Crimson) 200 508 Any other Neaver 509
206 Melba 07 510 Pintailed WNhydah 511
208 Violet Eared 209 512 Paradise Whydah 313
210 Purpie Grepadier 211 514 fosbassou 515
212 Yellew Ning Pytilia 213 54 Queen Nhydah 517
214 Any other Variety 215 518 Red Throated 51
520 Fisher’s Whydah hTy|
SECTION 3 - TNINSPOTS 522 Any cther Whydah 523
300  Ousky 3ol
302 Dybouski’s 303 SECTION & - SERINS
304 Green Backed 305 400 Green Singing 401
Jos Peter’s o7 602 Gray Singing 403
308 Any other Variety 309 604 Yellou Rumped 405

405 Any other Variety 408
PIVISION SEVEN - FINCHES IF TIE MMERICAS

SECTION 1 - BUNTINGS SECTION 3 - OTHER 5.A. FINCNES
100 ALl Buntings 101 J00 Black b Mhite Singer 301
302 Rufous Cellared 303
SECTION 2 - S1SKINS 304 Peru Yellou Singer 305
200 Biack Headed Red 201 304 Saffron 107
202 Black Headed Sreen 203 308 Criasson Pileated 3oy
204 Red Meaded Siskin 205 310 Any other Variety 3
204 Siskin Crosses 207
Note: Crosses aust be listed SECTION 4 - CARDINALS
on the show tag. 400 Virginia 101
Exaaple; Chatf/Siskin 402 Brazilian 103

404 Black Throated (Grnl 405
404 Black Crested (Pigay} 407
408 Pope Cardinal 409
410 Any other Variety L



Suggested awards: Ist, 2ad, 3rd, Best in Division plagues.
Ist, 2nd, Jrd, Best in Section rosettes.
Ist, 2nd, Ird, Best in Class ribbons.

SIVISION EIGHT - FINCH PAIRS

YOUNG CLASS OLD CLASS YOUNS CLASS OLD CLASS
SECTION | - ALL FINCH PAIRS

100 lebra Pairs 101 110 Parrot Finch Prs, 111
102 Bouldian Pairs 103 112 Other Indo-Pac.Prs.113
104 Other Aust.Pairs 105 114 S.Aaerican Pairs 115
106 European Pairs 107 115 Cordon Bleu Pairs 117
10B Society Pairs 109 116 Other African Prs, 118

Suggested awards: Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best Pair plague.
Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Class ritbons.

SIVISIEN SINE - ML SEFTDILLED BIRES

SECTION | - NYMAH BIRDS SECTION 3 - LARGE SOFTRILLS

100 Indian Hill 1 300 Toucans 301
102 Rothschild’s 103 302 Toucanettes 303
104 Java Hill 105 304 Touracos 105
106 Ay other Variety 107 306 Barbets 307
' 0B Jays Joe
SECTION 2 - SMALL SOFTDILLS 310 Any other Variety 31(
200 Starlings 201
202 Bulduls 203 SEC. 4 - OOVES, QUAIL & RAILS
204 Orioles 203 400 Diamond Doves 401
206 Tanagers 207 402 Green Wing Doves 403
208 Troupial 209 404 hust.Crested Ooves 405

20 Any other Variety  2(1 406 lebra Doves 407
. 406 Lacenecked Doves 409
10 Ringnecked Doves 41

412 Mhite Doves 13
414 Button Guail 415
416 Rails 417

4B Any other Variety 418

Suggested awards: Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Oivision plagues,
Ist, 2nd, 3rd, Best in Section rosettes.
ist, 2nd, Jrd, Dest in Class ribbons.



Z1:BRA FINCIIES: PART ONE
By Bill Parlee

There 1s peobably more written about Zebra Finches in the field of
avicullure thanany other finch. The primary reason for this is that Zebras
are the most popular and readily available finch in the fancy. This has ils
pluses as well as its minuses. For the new Zebra enthusiast, this
ppopularity provides a ready source ot slnock, avaifability at the local pet
shop.and prohably someone who can at least give you the basics oncare
and diet. One ot the biggesl problems Ihat can arise lrom this ready
availability is the exacl knowledge of lhe genetics of the bird you have
purchased. This may nol originally be of concern 1o you, bul as you
hecome moreinlerested in breeding, this knowledge wifl beinvaluable to
you in achieving an expected resulf Irom your efforts.

This brings us to our lirst subject: selecting your Zebra Finches.
Obviously it is a simple malter to go to the local pet shop and purchase
birds of uncertain genetics and origin. Thisis okay as long as you are not
concerned with heritage. You will be able to raise birds from these pairs
by using suggestions given within this article. It would be wise to pick
pairs that seemlo conformlo a given slandard for a Normal Gray or other
mutalion. For inslance, when picking a Normal Gray pair, you shouid
look lor a male and female 1hat have entirely red beaks. This will ensure
you thal you do indeed have an adull pair. The male sports the rust
orange cheek patch, and the hen will be clear in this area. Try to select
birds lhat are relatively dark gray and free from tick markings. (Tick
markings aie lealhers or groups of fealhers that are ol a ditferent color,
generally white ) These markings indicale that the bird may be splitfo a
mutation, and lherelore indicating with surely that your breeding efforls
will be rewairded with a "mixed bag” ol babies genetically that wilf be even
maore ditlicult to selectively hreed out.

1 you wish to breed the Normal Gray (wild) Zebra, it would be besl to
pirrchase tiie pairs fromarespected breeder. The breeder cangiveyou a
history or ancestry of your birds. This will allow you Ihe advanfage of
knowing what you will get from your pairings.

Your nexl consideration should be Ihe lype of Zebira you wish to breed.
Along wilh the Norimal Gray, Ilhere are many mulations. The While Zebra
1s prohably the mosl popular. The White is an atiractive bird which lacks
the cheek palch on the male. When sexing Ihe Whites, again make sure
the heaks are entirely red. This will indicate thal the birds are indeed old
enaugh to sex. The deeper red beak is the male, whereas Ilhe more
orange beak is the hen. The White birds shonld be enlirely white wilh no
dark spangling on the manlle (head). Birds that exhihit spangting should
be sold as pels, and not used {or serious Olher than Normals and Whites,
you may choose. Fawns, Chestnul Flanked, Pieds, Silvers, Creams,
Penguins, Black Breasied, or the new orange mutalions just now
hecoming available.

When trying to lind a good bieeder, you may follow these avenues: al
your locat bird club, ingnire as to the linch breeders in lhe rooster; or
contacl the local Vice-President of the National Finch Sociely in your
region. l all else lails, you may wish to write 1o NFS {or direction. One of
the best ways to decide the type of Zebra you wish to work with is 1o visit

an affiliated bird show. At the show you are sure to see many of the
mutalions of the Zebra,



Once you have selecled your birds, it is necessary to know how to
manage your birds. You may think this is a strange word "manage“.. but
this is in fact what you do in raising birds. When we try to accomplish a
goal, it takes management.

Qur lirst consideration in breeding 2ebras is housing. | have found that
the more domeslicated species ol Australian Finches seentodo betlerin
cages rather than in flights. The Zebra definitely falls into this category.
For my birds | now use FerPlast double breeders Irom ltaly. They are
ideal cages that are split down the middle by a removable bar grid. This
allows plenty of room for each pair on either side, and still allows you the
flexibility of removing the separator 10 house a clutch ol young. In the
past | have used Herbst and Crown double breeder as well. in fact, aboul
twelve yearsago | purchased 24 shelt cagesfromaW. 7. Grant store that
was going oul of business. They worked outjustas well as anything else |
have used since. If anything, they may have been a little to square and
possibly a little large as well.

As long as you select cages that are large enough, the most important
other tactor is the ease it will afford you in the cleaning department. You
may think | am taking uptoo much space talking about cages, but itreally
IS animportant consideration. As you become more interested in Zebras
or other finches, you will want to expand your aviary. By pulling the
thoughtinto your initial cages you will be able to add more ol the same
type of cage and still maintain some organization. When you have several
types of cages in your bird room or aviary, your cleaning tasks have a way
of getting out of hand.

If you can get PerPtast cages you will find them easy to maintain. The
trays individually slide out, and feed and water cups can be cleaned or
changed trom the outside of the cage without danger ol the birds
escaping. The bases are made from strong tinted plastic which are
replaceabfe if broken. | have washed these bases in a dishwasher, set on
low heat with success. It you can't tell already, | don't like the
maintenance part of bird care. This makes my try for the ultimate in
efficiency. Remember it is not the time you spend that counts. lts the end
result. Through proper aviary management you can cut your cleaning
time in half and have an aviary that is cleaner and more conducive to
breeding than most of your friends that may not be as organized asyou.

Now that we have our cage, let us look at the Zebra as an aviary subject.
Zebras in the wild are a very social bird inhabiting many areas of
Australia within the reach of man; in back yards, parks, and animal
watering areas. This same type of social behavior can cause problemsin
the open aviary, where the Zebra will visit and possibly disrupt other
birds' nests. The Zebra in a captive situation is a gregarious subject that

is generafly active and alert, taking time out for an occasionaf napin the
afternoon.

Zebras like relatively dry environs and ol course draft free. Temperature
is generally not a problem as they will accept wilh ease temperatures
between 45 and 90 degrees. Temperatures below or above those
parameters may take some special preparation. A few years ago when |
was building my new aviary, | sent a lew pairs of Zebras to my Iriend
Nancy Reed. 10 house while | was making my allerations and building
cages. This transfer also allowed me to testa situation | had been wanling
lotry for many years. The Zebras were to be housed 1n a cold gregnhouse
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(unheated Connecticut} 1 brought them to herin the earty fall when days
were shill hot. 1 thought this woutd altow them to make the acclimation to
these changing temperatures with the teast stress, The project was
successtul and t tound that Zebras could be housed in much cotder
conditions here in the Northeast in the winter. Nancy Reed has written an
articte chronicling this project, which may be tound etsewhere in this
Issue.

Getting back to our aviary, | would suggest a bright and retatively dust
tree area for the housing ot your finches. Vermin {(mice, etc.) can cause
problemsinthe aviary. so il they can be avoided, atlto the better. Zebras
love to bath regularly, another good reason for plastic bottom cages. In
my flights where | rest my birds | use a low 9" aluminum cake (round)
pan. The waterisjust aninch deep and of alarge enough area that several
canbath at once. During the summer when the temperaturein aviary can
reach the mid to upper 90's, | generally change the bath water {(usually
empty) in the late afternoon. In the individual cages | will put a bath in
before | start my feeding and remove them as | finish, This keep the
captive birds from drinking trom the bath water. I'm not ail that
concerned about the drinking of the fresh bath water, but that they will
not drink from their bottles and thus not get any nutrients that may be
administered through the water.

In part two ot this article we will discuss setting up the aviary, Zebra diets
and generally cage and preparation for breeding.

Yes, count me as a member of the

American Federation of Aviculture
PO. Box 1568, Redondo Beach, California 90278

THE WATCHBIADIS THE OF FICIAL B MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE AFA A MON PROFT CHGANIZATION

Please accepl my apphcanion for membetship in the Amencan Federation ot Avicuttuie
Send me 6 ssues (1 year} ot the a 1 a3 WATCHBIAD magazine. and a membershyp card
which entitles me to all the nights and prnivileges ol AFA membership

Check membersiup calegory desired NEW ! RENEWAL o
individusl $201year Supporting $35/year . Sustaining $50/year |__
Commuercial $100fyvear. includes isting in WATCHBIRD |
FOREIGN MEMBERS: Add $8fyeat n U S Funds First class rates avaitapte on request

My chechus enctosed for the amount of §, — .

Name —
Address

Cry _ Siate ' . 2ip

Piease alow 6090 days lot

detvely of your lnsl issue Telephone ( )

ARE A

in



OPERATION ICE CUBE
by Nancy A. Reed

In our previous home here in Connecticut, | had a 36" lean-lo greenhouse
attached to the south side ot the house. This facility was divided into two
sections. The 24’ and 12' segments were separaled by a glass partition
and door. Originally Ihe smaller 12° by 9" room was used as a "cool’
greenhouse (45 degrees minimum} to grow plan|s preferring colder
night temperatures, but by the early 1970's. the eleciricily to heat 1t
became too expensive 10 justify its use, and it became basically a store
room.

The larger section ot the greenhouse was healed by hot water otl our ol
turnace {55 degrees minimum). Eventually the original plant areas gol
1otally usurped by bird aviaries as the bird mania progressed. {"Avian
flu”, I call it}

While my besic “"thing” has been Cockatiels. this still left the open aisle
arees. 5ol 1hrewinsome Zebre Finches. a pair of Ceneries. Bulton Quail,
etc. | lel them tly loose and fend tor themselves, building nests in the
many nooks and crannies. (| couldn’t use my gerden trowel one spring
because the Cenaries had used it as a support for their nest. | lost an
Asperegus Fern because Zebres had mede e nest inits base, and | didn't
dere water it for fear of flooding them oul,} | reelly didn’l care whelher
these extrengous birds bred or not. Itwas avien flu” in advenced stage! If
there wes a spece to fly, 111 i}

in the summer, | would open the partition door into the smaller
greenhousé, and lhe loose birds could expand lheir horizons and
breeding, But come winter, | would have to drestically cut down on the
now expended free bird populalion to fit back into the winter quariers,
and shut the door 10 the unheeted section. '

Bill Parlee and | decided one fall 1o experiment. We kept 5 peirs of Zebras
in lhe isolaled greenhouse. Plenty of food. greens, nesting materiel. and
boxes were provided, Weter wes changed once e dey. or more often if it
froze. (I think this only happened maybe tour times over the whole winler
when oulside temperetures reeched 0 degrees or below.} While the area
wes unhealed, it wes tolally sheltered. With a southern exposure. on a
cold sunny dey the lempereture could still reech 50-60 degrees in
Jen./Feb. through the gless. But of course the nights veried from irigid to
freezing.

| recall e Jenuery thaw where temperatures increased and some eggs
were leid, followed by perfecttiming whenin Feb. the babies fledged and
survived. This was striclly a stroke ot luck ot good weather at vital times.

But come March and a warming environment. the birds wen| injo MASS
PRODUCTIQON! I'm sorry | didn't keep records on this whole experimen|
al the time, but | donl think it an exaggeralion to say that eech parr
probably tledged in that first March nesling an average ot six ol {he
healthiesl and robusl babies possiblel Like |he winler hardships had
actually improved their breeding polential. Walking into 1hat cool
greenhouse section n lale April/early May was like walking to a bee
hive — the tledghngs were alinosi compaiable (o a swarmi
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My personal feeling is that we northern avicullurists "pamper” our birds.
Especially regarding temperatures! | keep my birds at 55 degrees
minimum temperature, but basically because 'm not comfortable work-

ing out there daily at anything lower.

Case in point is that these Zebras actually all survived, and thrived in
what we would normally have thought “adverse conditions".
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BREEDING THE BLUE FACED
PARROT FINCH

by Hal M. Kooniz

have been asked lo wrile a series ol articles on Australiantinches and to
answer questions that imnembers ask relaling to Australian finches. This
column can be an open lorum where we can share ideas, troubling
problems and questions relating to Australian finches. | encourage you
to wiile to me with your queslions at 2604 Auburn Court, Bakersfield, CA
93306. Your questions will help guide me into areas the readers find most
interesling as well as be a service lo those members whose questions are
answered. '

For this article, | have chosen lo discuss the Blue Faced ParrotFinch. (tis
a bird whose body fealhers are grass green (resembling the green
leathers of an Amazon parrot lrom which it gets part of its name), face is
blue and tail is dark red. When seen in the sunlight, the colors appear to
shine brighlly and the bird is very impressive. When seen in the shade,
Ihe colors are dark, much less impressive than in the sunfight and not as
attractive as lhe Red Headed Parrot Finch since blue is a more subdued
color than red. :

Because of Ihe lhree colors on the bird, Blue Faced Parrot Finches are
often called "Tiicolored Parrot Finches”. This is an incorrect name l(or
Ihe bird since lhere 1s a completely dillerent species of finch called the
“Tricolored Parrot Finch” which does not resembfe the Blue Faced

closely al all. The Tncolored Parrot has much more extensive blue,
extending down onlo the lower chest area. Since the rest ol the world
calls Ihe bird Blue Faced Parrot Finch, | feel we in the United States
should as well.

The Blue Faced Parrot Finch has several similarities to Gouldian
Frinches. Forexample, their babies have theindescent beads onthe sides
ol therr momhs, they both like to nest in boxes, they both have
approximately the same body shape and size and lhey bolh have a
tendency 1o get tal unless given room to tly. There are a number ol
dillerences tiom Gouldrans also. For example, Blue Faced nests’ are
complelely lined with nesimg material so [hat you cannol see into the
box thiough the top Il opened The enlrance hole1s the only opemng lo
ihe chamber Most ot my Gouldians build rather simple nests and a few
build a dome over il nside [he nest box. The mating manner ot the Biue
Faced 1s quile dillerent trom thal ot the other Austratian finches. The
male chases the lemale about the aviary and when he finally catches her,
he chings wilh his beak to the back of her head dunng mating. This
explains why many lemale Blue Faced are bald on the back of their
heads. Do notletllus baldness make you think Ihere is something wrong
wrth the bird since- lhe teathers will grow back out. Another unusuai
characterislic ot the bird 1s that it is the only Auslralian finch that bites
hard. It will give you a prelty hard pinch which can startle you if you are
not expecting it

Iy
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Another characteristic ol Blue Faced Parrol Finches is thal they cannot
take very hot temperatures and thirst very well_ | say this because ot an
incideni thal happened a couple of years ago. | wentaway trorn home for
the weekend during Ihe hot summer. t have automatic waterers in my
aviaries so all the birds had plenly ot water. The temperature was
approximately 105 degrees as the high during the weekend. When I came
home, | found my waterer in one of my holding pens had tallen olf so no
new water was avaitable. The birds were probably without waler for 24 1o
48 hours. | had 8 Blue Faced Parrots die buf np other speciesotbird died
even though there were around 50 other birds in the holding pen.

The Blue Faced Parrol Finch is a shy bird which prefers to be out ot my
sightif it can manage it. t have a shelter area, the inside ol which cannoi
be seen from the tront door ol each aviary. My Blue Faced are nearly
always in the sheller area oul of sight. They have a song whichresembles
the roll or tritl of a canary. It is not as pretty as a canary song. but that is
Ihe best way 1o describe it.

Despite the violent mating behavior. Blue Faced Parrot Finches are quite
peaceful in a mixed collection or in a colony. | do not believe they are
suitable for a small cage. They need a large cage or aviary {0 avoid
becoming lal. If they are on eggs, they usually will not come ofl ot the
eggs when | enter the aviary. They leave the nest only when | look them in
the eye or force them olf the nest.

Small cluiches are a negative attribute ot ihe species. A normal cluichis 3
eggs. | have a few pairs which lay 4 eggs and | have had 5eggs inaclutch
only alew times. Ferlility has also been a probtem tor me. { tirsf got Blue
Faced Parrot Finches in 1980. | got 6 pair and raised 15 babies in a 6
monih period from a couple of the pairs. | thought the bird was easy |0
raise. In 1981, t raised only 3 babies. The birds | had purchased were
plagued by inlerfile eggs. 1t was not until fhe babies that | had raised
myself reached malurity that breeding success realty began. In 1982, |
raised 21. and in 1983 | raised 46. Recenlly. | have again had a problem
wilh birds with inferfile eggs which has caused lessened breeding
SUCCeSS,

I have lound that Society Finches do not toster raise Blue Faced Parrol
Finches as well as they raise 1he other Australian Finches. The Blue
Faced baby 1s large and appears fo be more demanding Ihai |he other
Ausiralian tinches. | have noticed a tendency in Society Finches who
have fostered Blue Faced to appear worn oul after raising a clutch. | have
also seen many inslances ot Socielies refusing lo care lor Blue Faced
babies even though they had previousty been good parents. From ftus |
draw the conclusion that the babies must be especially demanding.
Perhaps 1hat is the reason Mother Nalure has caused the parenito lay a
smaller clutch than other Auslralian tinches. About halt of my Blue Faced
do atine jobraising their own babies but fhe other half will retuse to teed
Ihe babies or will end up raising onty t or 2 ot the babies in the clutch.

The biggest problem | have had with Blue Faced Parrot Finches islack ot
tertittiy. To solve this problem. | put 12 birds 1ogether ina colony so they
coutd choose their males | suspected that |he birds did nol ike the mate |
put with them Four ot six possible pairs taid eggs. Iwo ot which produced
tertite eggs. | consider the identiticalion of 2 ferlile pairs a success and |
am removing them to separale aviaiies. | will break up the colony tor a
tew months and may try it again lajer to see it t can rdentity additional
tertile pairs.



| would classily the Blue Faced Parrol Finch as a chaltenging bird. The
smaltcluiches, low fertility and relusal by some parents Lo raise their own
babies is lrustrating and severely culs down on the number of babies you
might expecl 10 raise. We need lo establish a domestic stratn of the bird
which will make il a more reliable breeder.

| believe Ihal more Blue Faced Parrol finches die in the United Slales
each year Lhan are raised in the United Slates. The only reason lor the
bird's availabilily is the lact thal it is imporled regularty inlo the Upited
Stales. We need lo have a self-suslaining populalion of the bitd in the
Urited Stales in case importation of birds 15 cut olt.

i encourage some ol Ihe members ol the Nalionat Finch Society to work
with the Blue Faced Parrol Finch to help accomplish this goal.

EDITOR'S NOTE:

The Blue Faced Parrol Finchis an Indo-Pacific variety, bul because ol jts
similarilies to Auslralian species, it is covered in this column. We
encourage you to wnte to Hal at the address at the heginning ol the
article so Lhat he may address the question of our members and can
present answars that will be of interest to all.

WE NEEO INPUT:

Question: Have you noltced dilfieulty in terlility, clulch size, hatchabulily
etc., regarding breedmg al high allitudes?

We inquire particularly regarding the Lady Gouldian, bul requesl thal
you send all inpul on Itus subject to Hal by July 1st, so thal we may lurther
discuss this maller.
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The National Finch Society
SHOM CAGE BLUEPRINT REQUEST FORM

The Mational Finch Soclety is in the process of standardizin,
Finch and Softbll]l Show Cages. Blueprints for these cages
will be available after January 1st and the cage fronts will
be available through NPS. We have three (1) different sizes
available.

i “The Waxbili~ - approximately 5 x 9 x 9
#L “The Zebra- - approximately 5 x 9 x 114
4k 3 "The Softbill" - approximately 10 x 17 x 16

The coft of each aet of plans is.

$1.00 for one set of plans.

$5.00 for two aets of plans.

$7.00 for mll three sets of plens.
Name
Address
City
State Zip Code

Site and quantity wanted:

[/ “The Waxbili~ 7 "The Zebra® L7 "The Seftbine
-l ot om o 3
Send you: (rde: to:

Nancy feed, 109 Ctagecoach hoad, Winusor, CT «t.



THE_OFFICIAL GREEN SINGING FINCH STANDARD

as adopted by the National Finch Society

June 1984

CONDITION: 20 POINTS
Naintaining perfect condition in the Green Singing Finch can be
accoaplished with 2 eoderate degree in difficulty. Those shoming less
than perfect feather wilt score accordingly. There eust be no pin

feathers. Missing, soiled, or frayed feathers, eissing toes or miils,

are condition faults and will count heavily in the point count.

----------------------

HEAD_AND BODY: 20 POINTS. The head is round and relatively seall. It
should nat appear gverly #lat. It should blend evenly into the back
line. Froe the head to the tip of the tail the Green Singing Finch
should equal four inches. The tail shamld be one and one half inches.
The hird should not appear robust, but should appear healthy and
 bright.

WiNG5: 15 POINTS, The wings should he held clesely to the body and
should not droop. LCrossed wings at the roat of the tail is considered
 show fault.

TAlL: 15 POINTS. The tail should not fan nor be overly cospact. It

will be sisilar in width at the root and tip. One and one balé inches

is the size of the tail,



The stance or cage cospasure of the Green Singing Finch is more highly

counted than other African finches. The Green Singer is easily cage

trained and should resain on the perch quite fearlessly, Wild behavior

in the show box will count heavily against this bird.

COCKS: The beak will be qray/horn in coloration. The underparts will
be brilliant yellou and will extend from the bright yellow rusp to and
hourglass chest area and into the facial area. There will be 2 bright
yellow eyebrow baud which connects across the forehead. The top of the
head and extending onto the back and tail is a diffused pattern of
greenish/gray, Each feather is darker in the center and more gray to
the edyes. The hourqlass chest pattern is caused by a sandarin style
sustache uhich out and down from the lower mandible. The lore ares is
ditfused gray/green,

HENS: The hen wil} appear as in the male except that all colors and
patterns will appear more dull and diffused, The bright yellow will

be far less noticeable. The hem will sport & ill-defined necklace of
darker spots that cross the throat area. The sore defined and coaplete
this necklace is the higher rated this hen will be in the Harkings and
Coloration portion of the judging.

SPECIAL NDTE: # close relative of the Green Singing Finch is the

Yellow Eyed Finch or Yellow Crowued Canary as it is sosetlues called.
These birds zlthough very similar should uot be showu in this class.



THE COMMUNITY AVIARY
by Norm Kopecky

Isn't it so sad when we grow older and move to a retirement or nursing
home we must give up the sweet sounds of our birds? But then think of ali
the people who never had the chance to enjoy them in the first place.

Herein Sioux Falis, 3.D. we've started a pilot program of working with the
elderly, the handicapped, and children, using indoor aviaries. We put in
our tirst aviary atthe Senior Citizen Center about a year ago. Since then,
we have added ten more: § at retirement/nursing homes, 3 at state
institutions (the Penitentiary, Schoot for the Deaf, and the institution for
the mentally retarded adults), the public library, and the biology
department ot Augustana College.

This project is conducted under the regulatory control of the South
Dakota Department of Health. We assume this type of permission would
always be required from the state agencies involved.

We have enough aviaries out and have had them outlong enough to start
drawing some conclusions. Let me start with the big one — the idea
works! People love the birds! We were afraid that after the novelty wore
oft people would ignore the aviaries. In fact, just the opposite occurred.
Interest in them has steadily increased to the point that many people go
out of their way just 1o check out the birds and see how they are doing.

Perhaps this shouldn't be so surprising. Aimost everyone agrees that it's
' good to have animals in our lives. Pet Therapy has become an accepted
part of the Mental Heafth field. The probltem for public institutions has
always been the cost and maintenance involved. But with small finchesin
indoor aviaries, we seem to have found a way around these problems.

Here's how our program works. We build the aviaries and the institutions
buy them from us. We then furnish all the birds, feed, materials and
maintenance for $25 a month, Our costs involve the birds themselves; the
food, nesting materials, waterers, feeders, efc. needed to maintain the
birds; liability insurance; the support aviary in our basement; autopsies
of any birds that die of unknown causes; avicultural memberships and
subscriptions; gas and general office supplies. It works out Ihat the
organizations pay the cost of this project and we donate our time as a
public service.

The key to this project is our attempt to develop a low maintenance
aviary. | work at the Post Office and have Mondays and Tuesdays off. On
Mondays, | go around and clean the aviaries, feed the birds, change the
water, and move birds as needed. The institutions change the water on
Wednesdays and Fridays. Then | usualty spend a couple of hours a week
responding to problems like babies falling out of the nest or somebody
picking on someone else. And that's all the maintenance there is to the
project. Of course, our basement aviary Is run like any other aviary with
daily care.



Convalescent home aviary

Our basic avlary is 6 1/2' high by 4" in length, and 2’ deep. Some aviaries
are 8’ wide and others made to tit in corners with 4’ on a side. They're
mada of red cedar frama with window screen on the insida. The backisa
sheet ot wood panaling and the bottom is made ot plywood. The top usas
asheet of light paneling held in place by awooden hood. Inside the hoad
is a shop Jight with a Vita-light and a ragular bulb.

Entrance is gained using a door on tha side. The nesting areas are made
by using a 1'x4" trama covered by 2" chicken wira and filled with native
grass hay. We've triad wicker nest baskets a number of times and they
just don't work well at afl.

Inside the aviary, we use Kaytee Kay-Kob on the floor. Qur diet is Kaytae
Forti-Diet and Kaytee Grit, The waterer is just a 2 quart jar on a baby
chick waterar.

Wa normally have 8 birds to an aviary. We start with a pairof Pied Zebras
to gat a quick success in raising babies. To this we may add a male
Ganary a pair of Ginnamon Societies and a pair of small Waxbills. On the
floor is usually a pair of Button Quail. The Zebras are usually vety
aggressive, so we let them have a couple of clutches and then remove
them. With the Zebras gone, the Societies will normally nest and
sometimes makae their pretty domed nests using a canary nest as a base.
We've also raised quite a faw canaries in the aviaries. Sometimes we'll lat
a pair ot canaries raise their own babies, but usually we just tet a hen sit
and fostar a coupla of eggs to her. If an institution wants to see baby
canarlas, they have to agree to teed egq food every day tor the babies.
Usually. there's plenty of people more than willing to do that.



Aviary al the public library

The key 10 raising babies in these aviaries is the support aviery in our
basement. We'll leta pair raise two clutches and then rest them and putin
a tresh pair. Ot course the babies have to be removed as quickly es
possible so thet we don't overcrowd these relatively smell aviaries.,

While a person would expect to raise domesticeted species like Zebres,
Societies, cenaries and Button Queil, we've elso hed some Surprises.
We've raised Gold Breasted Wexbills, Strawberrigs, Bronzewings end
Silverbills on nothing else but Kaytee Forti-Diet. We've also had Gray
Singing Finches, Orenge Cheeked Wexbills and Red Eered Wexbills nest
but not fledge their young.

One of the pleesant surprises of this project is to see how well the birds
adapt to their envircnment. Some of these avieries are exposedtoalotof
ectivity eround them and yet the birds adjust very well.

We've tried many different species in these aviaries. In general, the genus
Lonchura tears the grass nesting eree up too much end are just too big
tor these smell eviaries. Bronzewings are en exception of course, and the
willingness of Societies to nest end their usefulness as toster parents
meke them another exception. Wexbills ere the pertect size tor these
aviarigs and we're using Wexbills more and more. As we get 2nd
generation domesticated Wexbills, | think we'll get reesonably good
nesting success. Our Green end Grey Singing Finches tend to stey wild,
although they do sing well. | really wish that we could get American
Singers the size ot Green Singing Finches. Regular Ceneries ere just too
big for these Waxbills. I'm just getting starfed with the Australien Finches
Courtesy of NFS member Wayne Eichelburger, end ) think they will really
work out well. '



What needs to be done now? The concept of the minimum maintenance
{once a week) aviary musl be developed fully. This is the key tothe whole
project. Then a working group needs lo be formed to work wilh the idea
of placing these aviaries in instilutions.

Lat me start with the minimum maintenance aviary.

S0 many ol you have a lot of experience with indoor aviaries and we'd
love to hear any ideas about how you make them work. We think that the
sizes we're using are about right. Certainly there isn’t space for anything
much bigger so we think we're committed 1o this size of aviary.

The biggest problems we're having is with food and water. I appears thal
our birds are not eating a balanced diet. They seem to be picking out one
or two seeds they like and live on them_Asa conseguence. it appears that
the Waxbills in particular are malnourished. The only solulion we can
Ihink of is the use of pelletized food. Dr. Thornberry’s article "Bird
Nutrition Can Be Improved” in the Feb/March issue of AFA’s Watchbird
supports the use of pelletized food. S0 do Ewing and Clause in the May
issue of Bird Worid. Concentraling on Waxbilis for now. and ignoring the
behavioral problem, does anyone have any ideas about how to make
these pelletized teeds work? Could a separate diet be made tor
Australian Finches? : '

We also need a waterer that would last a week. One time the person
changing the water went on vacation and her replacement forgol to
change the water. The birds ran out of water and we had an aviary tnll ot
dead birds Monday morning. We were all sick at the sight. The birds
bathe in the water and splash it onto the bedding which then molds and
smells in Ihe summer What kind of waterer can we use that would take
care of 8-10 hirds 1or a week withoul these problemsg?

There are certain strains ot birds we wish could be developed for these
aviaries. The top of the list worild be a nonagressive strain of Button Quail
where the male would help raise the young. My strain is very aggressive
and the males pick the hens and kill the young. We have lo remove the
male righl away when the hen starts to sit. We've already meniioned small
Canaries. Regular Canaries are just 100 big lor small Waxbitls. Bates and
Brnsenbark mentioned the Chinese Strawberry (Amandava amandava
puniceal as being smalter and prettier than the normat Strawberry Does
anyone know anything about them? And of course we certainly need
breeding strains ol all the Waxbills.

Above all. we need to communicate with people who either are inlerested
n this projecl or have experience with similar situations. If's tair to say
that this project grew in relative isolation from Ihe rest of the avicuitural
world. Not many people keep finches oul here. We'd love to have a
number of you serve as advisors lor this project.

White we hesitate to get people too excited about his project until the
problems are worked outl. we also hope that the potential is nol tost,
tmagine the interest in finches that amaviary placed in your public library
would stimulate. Likewise. many people view us as destroying millions ot
wild birds for our own selfish pleasures. With this project. we obviously
provide a very greal public service and help protecl wild birds from their
greatest enemy — our ignorance.



But more than all ot this, when we share our joy in birds with others, that
joy comes back to usa hundred told. The essence of this project is to see
an elderly lady in her wheelchair at a nursing home almost jump with the
excitement ot watching the birds. The grandchildren always want to visit
80 they can see the birds. Imprisonment places a tremendous strass on a
family, and yet thatfamily contactis so critical to staying out of prison the
next time. Instead of being overwhelmed by problems, the family can
tocus on the birds. And believe it or not, our birds really control the
hallway behavior at the School for the Deaf. Real payment for this project
comes when someone comes up and tells you that you can't believe how
happy you've made so many people. That's our project.

EDITOR'S NOTE: _
Norm and Rheta Kopecky may be written to at:
1917 South Spring, Sioux Falls, 5.0. 57105.

The National Finch Society wishes to command both of the Kopeckys for
this innovative project which is sure 10 bring praises for both them and
the avicultural world.

CLASSIFIED, . . . .

WANTED: Mates for South American Seedeaters and
information exchange with persons keeping
genus Sporophila. Gary Wallen, 1540 North
Sierra Bonita, Los Angeles, CA 90046.

NEW NFS COVER ART

This issue of the NFS Bulletin sports a new cover
design depicting a pair of Java Rice Birds. The
cover was designed by NFS member and Avian Artist
George Noreen of Portland, Oregon. We at the National
Finch Society thank George for his efforts and hope
that he will continue this fine work.



NATIONAL COCKATIEL SOCIETY...

your best choice for up-to-date information on your
cockatiels. Our bi-monthly magazine features beautiful
color pholograph covers, question and answer columns
from our consultants covering all aspects of pet care.
Lireeding. exhibiting. veterinary advice and much more.
We also oller closed. traceabl: bands 1o our members,
ALMBERSHIP OPEN! Our annual show is held in
conjunction with the National Cage Bird Show:in 1984,
we had a record bieaking number of cockatiel entries.

Membership Application

NATIONAL COCKATIEL SOCIETY
January through December
Single {1 member) Dual {two members. same address)

$15.00 $17.50
Canada § Mexico. add $4.00: Oherseas. add $8.00 ({1.5. Funds only)
ame

Address .

Cily. S1ate. /yp Code

" {MUST have 2ip codel

Telephone .. . .
Mail to:
National Cockatiel Society, Membership Secrelary
3554 Trltt Springs Coust
Maretta, GA 30062




Yo

Since 1948
Petamine has
been the bird food

of champions.
Scientifically formulated,
nutritionally balanced and
university tested, Peta-
mine is @ mixture of natu-
ral seeds and includes att
the essential vitamins and
minerals to help you breed
better bircks.

CHAMPIONS

Canaries, parakeets, birdsproduce more
finches, parrots, cockatiels  fertile hatchable eggs.

and love birds will be health- Petamine by
ier, stronger and more vig- Kellogg is
orous with a daily diet of available in
Petamine. 502, 21b,

Petaming promotes brit- 51b.,101b.
iant, cotorful plummage, and 25 Ib.
stimulates song and makes _ packages.
mouilting faster andeasier.  Call or write for the cealer
It will even help _ nearest you.

your adult

LN
Kellogginc.

Seeds & Supplies
322 £ast Rondla Street @ Miwaikee, Wisconsn 53201 @ 1414 276-0373
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NES REGIONAL SHOWS

REGION 1 - Greater New England Cage Bird Show, Oct. 25,
1986. A11 bird show. NFS Panel Judge: Conrad Meinert.
The show will be held at the Veteran's Memorial Bldg.,
E. Hartford, CT. For information write: Russ Armi-
tage Jr., 345 Boston Road, Middletown, CT 06457.

REGION 2 - Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club, October 25, 1986.
A1l bird show. NFS Panel Judge: Wiiliam G. Pariee.
The show will be held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

For information write Karl Kline, 9574 Saddlebrook Or.,
Boca Raton, FL 33434.

REGION 3 - The Great American Cage Bird Show. Oct 2-4,
1986. This show is jointly sponsored by the Greater
Chicago Bird Club and Kaytee Products of Chilton, WI.
The show will offer NFS awards as well as cash prizes.
NFS Panel Judge will be Dr. A. E. Decoteau. This is
an all bird show. Best in show will be judged by NFS
Panel Judge William G. Parlee. The show will be held
at the Ramada Inn O'Hare at Chicago's 0'Hare Airport.
For further information contact Harvey Smith of Kaytee
Products, P.0. Box 230, Chilton, WI 53014.

REGION 4 - There has been no request for a regional show
in this region.

REGION 5 - The Rocky Mountain Society for Aviculture Show.
October 25, 1986. NFS Panel Judge: Paul Williams.
The show will be held at the Continental Inn in Denver,
Colorado. For more information contact Martha Wigmore,
5010 Wezel Circle, Colorado Springs, CO 80916.

REGION 6 - The Fresno Canary and Finch Club Show. The
~ show will be held in Fresno, California. The NFS
Panel Judge will be Joseph Krader. For more info on
this show, write to Graham Southerland, 2029 No. Katy
Lane, Fresno, CA 93711. '

A1l of this information will be updated in the July/Aug.
issue of the Bulletin. Regional Show always have a top
bench which includes the top ten birds in the Finch Div.
NFS Regional Rosettes are awarded these birds. Points
rules appiy as to the size of the entry and the points
awarded for each place.
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DECOTEAU'S "y
ﬁ Oak Leafl Aviaries \'.a
Groten Strer]
Dunsiable, Mass. 01§27 E .
(6)7) 649.6)0) '

COCKATOOS -~ AMAZONS ~ MACAWS
COCKATIELS ~ LOVEBIRDS

Members _
AFA - ASA - ACS - ALS - NHAS - BSA

Author Of

Handbook of Amazons
Handbook of Cockatoos
Handbook ol Macaws
Exhibitlon of Birds

AL DECOTEAU

FINCHES - SEEDEATERS - SOFBILLS

MEMBER AND PANEL JUDGE OF

N\

. i| (\I e. i

The National Finch Sociely
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NEWS rom PIJAC

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Jay H. Smuth
(202) 452-1525

PIJAC ACTIVATES 800 TELEPHONE KUMBER
FOR LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY UPDATE INFORMATION

Responding Vo the incressed amount of legisiative aclivily wilhin the pe:
industry in recenl months, the Pet Indusiry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) hss
sclivated an inbound WATS telephone line., The new 800 number will enable
PIIAC members, members of stale and locsl pet organizelions and hobby clubs,
and lhe media to receive inslanl updsies on the siatus of legislation or rule-
making proceedings in various jurisdiclions, sceording Lo Richard Peterson,
PIJAC President,

Legislators, regulatlors, the media snd others are encouraged lo use PLJAC
through this number as & central clearinghouse on the stalus of legislalive an<
regulatory procedures snd Lo oblsin irformalion on model laws for various
aspects of the pel indusiry,

The number, 800 553-PETS, is a direet lie 1o PLJAC headquariers in
Wash:agton, 0.C. PLAC stafl will respond to caller requests for informs‘uor.
during normal working hours {9 Lo $:30 Easlern).

Peterson emphssized that information available through the new B0O line
encompasses legislative and regulatory sctivilies only. The new communicaltions
#id is nol meant 10 supplant the use of regular telephone lines for routine

business calls Lo Lhe orgsnization,

February 25 1986 NH1-86
Pet Incluslry Joint Advtsory Councul — PUAC

1T HRace noat &ye N g B g -
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1985 BANDS
FOR SHIFMENT ON
0EC. 25, 1983

THE STANDARD NFS LES BAWDS FOR MEMDERS DALY
Bands are avarlable 1n standard NFS color of the year only

Size for Cost
A sedlier Maxhills, and O] Finches .
E Cordon Bleu, Firefinch, and Lavender Fynch
L ._:!_bhr-;—.r”l}lc_f;. Souldians, Stars, Heck's Brass
finch, Cutthroats. Parrot Finches, etc. KAY BE
P Chestnut Breasted, Yellow Ruwped, Pectoralis | OROFREQ
£ f Socrety Finches, Nuns, Firetails, Diasonds 1M LO1S OF
& I Larger Nasbills and Canaries 10 SANDS AT
J i Yorkshires, Norwich, Fekin Robine, stc, 51,25
X i Java Rice Dirds, Indian Shaea, etc, PER LOT

Lo fuinl, Boves, and other softhills

NFS bands oa; be ordered 1n lots of 10 bands, consecutively nushered at
1.5 per each lot, $1.00 shtgpiga and handling should be included with
eath order, whether [0 or 100 bands are being ordered. Bands eill be
shnp:eﬂ githln 30 days of receigt of your order, although eost orders eill
be shipped the same week as recerved, There 1s no color choite. The
standard NFS color of the year 111 be used, Each band will have stawped:
*NFS*, the band size code, year and ausher. ALl nusbers will ke recorded
by the NFS band secretary for persanent record.

T0: NFS BAMD SECRETRRY, [/ Russ Araitwge, 345 Postan Road, Widdletown,

Cl. 0b437. Paysble to WFS. Flease send e the folloming bands. lUse
wiltiples of 10 only,]

Vo X Vo (w3 ¥ o T 3 Yy O sy Y X sy
Total nuaber of 10 units t ) x 1,25 per unit + 1,00 shipping =1 }



VOLUNTARY BIRD CENSUS. . . . Finches & Softbills only

Common Name # in flock Breeding  Babies sometimes
Success available

If common name is not available use scientific name.
This is in answer to many members request for census
or breeders listing information. This is entirely

voluntary, this info will not be published in regard

" to breeders' names or addresses and will be computer-

4é

ized at the NFS. If you are willing to trade information
with other breeders please check here

[f you wish this info for statistical info only, check
here /7. Send this census to NFS c/o Jerry D'Agata
109 Seymour St. Windsor, CT 06108.

Breeder Name
Address

Phone No. { ) -

The phone number is the only way a breeder will be able
to contact another breeder. If the breeder involved
wishes to give address etc., he may do so at his option.



American Federation of Aviculture

SO

August 6-10, 1986

Tuesday Augusl s
Wednesday. Angusl 6

Thursdey . Augusl 7

Fiday, Augusl B

Hospitalily

Ragistrabon Boad ol
Dwectors Maehng Luncheon

Inslallahon gl Extubuls
Extutuls Opan

Exhibils Sermnats.
Regustrahon, Hospilahly

Eehipins, Seminars

Help Yourselt...

Come and visit one of
America’s maost lascinating
cities. The unique atmo-
sphere of New Crigans s
derived from many culfures
Itis a magical blending of
tradition. language. music.

cinsine and architecture
New Orleans offers fun,
music. excitement. beauty.
history and some of the
finest food in the world.
Come on down and help
yourselt to a taste of
New Origans.

Farmonl Holat
Umiversily Plage

Mew rlaans LA 70140
15041 5297111

Funcheon Hosptalily
Salurday. Augusl 9 Exturns. Sgmunars
Cocklails, Banguet and
Entanainmant
Sunday Augusl 10 Aegisirabon. Vel Seminars
funchaon
Eabubats umin 3 00 pm

MFS BOOTH AL FOibk Zovh. wislT oa! P!

Registration Fes: 355 00

Chechks should be made payable 1o

Amarican Federstion of Avlcullure and mailsd to
5615 Corporale Bivd., Suliv 400

Bulon Rouge, LA 70808

OFFICIAL REGISTRATION FORM

Name
Address
City ! Stare f Lup

Phupe Mimmber | 1

for Informalicn contact: PLEASE MAIL WITH YOUR CHETK 10
Trish Smult or Palsy | yon AMAE:."C:¥ FFEEERAT“]N OF
504/828-9328 vicuLTu

5615 Corporate Blvd.. Suile 400

Registration Fes: $95.00  Baton Rouge. LA 70808



