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FROM THE PRESIDENT

First an explafnation, due to production problems, the
color cover for this issue had to be dropped. We are
planning to use it for the March/April issue,

The State of the Society: A1l is well, having just
completed one year of existance, we can all be proud of
our accomplishments. We are 176 strong, with a dozen
affiliates and soaring interest being demonstrated in the
field of finches and softbills. We have created standards
for birds, banding proceedures, showing standards, and

are compiling educational programs for our affiliates.

We are well on our way., Thank you alll



THE NATIONAL CAGE BIRD SHOW
NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY MEETING

NFS Board members Bill Parlee, Al Decoteau, and Nancy Reed
attended the National Cage Bird Show in Chicago, ITlinois,
November 15 - 17 where Bill manned an NFS booth. Seo much
interest was generated that an impromptu meeting was sugee
ested, arranged, and resulted with 33 people attending.

0f additional note was the outstanding entry of iB2 finches
and softbills in the Foreign Bird Division at the National
Cage Bird Show. This was the largest entry in recollection
of NCBS. It also serves as a vote of contvidence to NFS,.
indicating that interest in finches and softbills is def-
initely on the increasel

The Division was judged by Dick Clarkson ¢f Florida. Cecil
Gunby of Georgia won lst and the Kellogy trophy for his
outstanding Shaftail Finch. John Bennett from Toronto,
Canada won second place with a magnificent English normal
Zebra cock. NFS is proud to have Dick, Cecil and John as
members of our fast growing organization.

The enthusiasm shown for NFS was spectacular! Over and
over we heard how the idea of forming suci a specialty
group had been thought of by many individuals, but inten-
tions never became actions. Now NFS was finally a realitv'
We gained many new members and club affiliations at the
show with the expectancy of further applications to be
recieved by mail.

NFS thanks all of you who attended the WCBS Chicago show
for your appreciation. Your added surge of interest and
support has resulted in the snow ball rolling faster than

ever now!
* Kk k k * * kx *

The National Finch Society Meeting was called to order
by President Bill Parlee at 12:50pm, Noveimber 17, in
Chicago I11. at the site of the 36th National Cage Bird
Show.

Bill introduced the presiding NFS officers: Ur. A. E.
Decoteau, 1st Vice President;and Nancy keed, Liason officer
and acting secretary for this meeting.



CHICAGO MEETING CONT'. . .

a great deal of work into our Ist National Finch Society
Show catalog. Granted, this may be too extensive for some
Tocal shows where it would be out of proportion to the
expected entry. C(lassifications are available for local
clubs to use that are fashioned after the NFS National show
but in an abbreviated form.

Paul Williams, of Nebraska, a National Cage Bird Show Board
member, suggested we send in our classifications outline to )
NCBS Board approval before the March?85 meeting in San Antonio
to hopefully modernize the NCBS present classifications for
their?85 national show.

The meeting was %journed at 2pm. It was a good productive
meeting. Thank You! ' _
Respectfully submitted _
Nancy A. Reed Secretaﬁ§ Pro-tem
for NFS Secretary Jerry D'Agata

1984 NFS EXHIBITOR POINTS

UNFORTUNATELY THERE ARE NO CHAMPION EXHIBITORS FOR LAST
YEAR. THREE NFS MEMBERS CAME VERY CLOSE AND TIED FOR
HIGHEST ACCUMULATED POINTS.

D AND D AVIARIES, KELLY DAHILL AND JERRY D'AGATA.
CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION FOR AVICULTURE.

KENNETH AKEY JR. OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE AVICULTURAL SOC.

STEVE HOPPIN OF FLORIDA’S GOLD COAST BIRD CLUB.

.ncww “heir e
THESE MEMBERS ARE TO BE COMENED FOR THERE ACHIEVMENTS ON
THE SHOW BENCH FOR LAST YEAR. A

MANY OTHER MEMBERS ACCUMULATED POINTS LAST YEAR AND THEY
CAN BE FOUND IN THE SHOW REPORTS FOUND ELSEWHERE IN THIS
BULLETIN., CONGRAJULATIONS TO ALL SHOW WINNERS.




CHICAGY) MEETING CONT'. . .

A11 menmbers and guests were asked to stand and introduce
themselves, their resident state,and club affilation (s}.

There was no Secretary's report, as NFS to date had only
held Board meetings. Bill gave a brief trdsurer's report
stating a balance of $1,607.71. This did not include new
mentberships and affiliations brought in at the National.

The President gave a brief rundown of the National Finch
Society history and goals.

Bill announced that NFS bulietins would start being pub-
ished bi-monthy with the Jan/Feb 1985 issue. But obviously
to cantinue this aim, we need material from the membership
to print on all those blank pages between the covers.

With increased membership we expect increased input/output
from fellow fanciers.-PLEASE!

It was also noted that memberships are pro-rated. That is,
we dofnot run by Jan.-Dec. schedule. When you join is
when your "year" begins. This proceedure is made possible
by all NFS membership, financial, etc. data being computer-
ized. This we feel is an advantage so that someone does
not put offjoining until Jan. of each year.

Next Bill explained the advantages of Club Affilations.
Each affiliate club will recieve 1st, 2nd, and 3rd NFS
award placques engraved with your club's name, show date,
and placement. (These actually cost NFS more than your
affilation dues!} Your club is saved its expense for
awards in the Finch/Softbill division. Club applications
can be requested from: NFS 529 Burnside Ave., E. Hartford,
CT 06108. Affilation dues are $40 per year. We also plan
to soon produce audio/visual programs to be educationally
useful for your local club meetings.

Judges Panel: Bill read a list of present official NFS
Panel judges, those that are apprenticing,and those nom-
inated for future judgeship.

Al Decoteau, lst Vice President and Chairman of the Judges
Panel, explained apprenticing proceedures. A prospective
must apprentice under two NFS Panel Judges at least one
show per judge. He/She is also required to take a written
examination. 1t does not matter the order in which these
steps are made.



CHICAGO MEETING CONT'. . .

Al stated that the next written tests would be given at the
AFA convention in San Francisco, CA., in fugust 1985, and
at the 2nd National Finch Show in Harristurg, PA., in Oct.
of 1985. There may be additional testing sites at future

- notice,

SHOW CAGES: B8i11 suggested three different sized show boxes
small, medium,and large. Discussion followed with aggreement
for 8111's general suggestion. However "official” caging
for showing birds will not be a mandatory ruling at this
time, rather that we think towards the future; towards
eventual standardization; and if someone is going to be
chasing show cages, that it would be preferrable to follow
e club®s suggestions and direction. Specifics will be
written in a future issue.
BANDING;, The problem here is that we are talking "limes and
grapefrijts" - species in many different sizes. On smaller
finch b¥hds it may be impossible to print "NFS", the code
of the breeder, year’and the individual band number.
John Bennett had a good suggestion of numbered bands (color
coded for each year) that are recorded by angd NFS Band
Secretary. Example: Parson Finchly buys #21-30. The bands
are bought through NFS (whatever quantity), the color denotes
the year the breeder is registered according to the band
numbers of bands ordefd, and the bird is identified by the
number imprinted on the band.

Both John Bennett and Val Clear are familiar with A.C. Hughes
of England that offer many sizes of bands suitable for our
use. Service is apparently excellent. This suggestion
seemed to be most popular. It will mean a volunteer for

Band Secretary. Not a complicated job, but an accurate job
of record keeping.

While it was not mentioned at the meeting, banding birds is 4&%?
meant to be an NFS necessity, but rather a nicety. Fine

for breeders to identify Zebras, Bengalese, and other more
domesticated species. For more difficult and/or rarer

species, banding of young could be detrimental to the success

of raising young.

CLASSIFICATIONS: Any avid finch/softbill fancier knows that
shows presently lack the degree of breakdown in classes and
sections that NFS would 1ike to see. Bi11 and Al have put
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KNOW. YOUR SOFTBILLS PHIL SHAW

KNOW YOUR SOFTBILLS is a new column that will be featured
in each issue of the National Finch Society Bulletin.

The subject matter will cover many aspects of the keeping
and rearing of Softbills. This interesting format will
be edited by Phil Shaw of Missouri, an avid breeder of
Sofbills and member of the NFS Judges Panel.

Phil's notes: The keeping and breeding of softbilled
birds has increased dramatically over the past few years.
The number of softbills at bird shows is also increasing,
however sofbills remain one of the smallest of the caged
bird fancies. If importation-of fgtetgn bfrds ehdew this
year, many if not most of the softbills in private avi- -
culture would eventually die out due the limited size of
the current genetic pool. If we are to insure the devel-
opment of domestic strains of softbills we must begin to
share information, breeding stock, and encouragement. I
hope everyone involved will take the time to share not
only their successes but also their failures, in feeding
breeding, keeping and exhibition of sofbills.

Qur first article on softbills is provided be the Kansas
City Zoo on the beautiful Bali Mynah. The Kansas City
700 has experienced a number of successes with softbills
and with the Bali Mynah in particular.

o
BAL1 MYNA BREEDING. . + « « « + . « . DAVE WETZEL
_ KANSAS CITY Z0O

The Bali Mynah, Leucopsar rothschildi, is an endangered
species that occurs in the wild only in a small section
of the Island of Bali. This member of the Starling
Family was one of the first birds that the AAZPA ident-
ified to be part of their species survival program.

In the past five years (see table 1}, the Kansas City

200 has hatched 29 Bali Mynahs in t®r Tropical Habitat
building. Most of these birds have since been placed

with other institutions.

Our Bali Mynahs have had clutches of one to three eggs.
The eggs are sky blue in color and take 13-14 days to
hatch. Both the male and female Bali's incubate the eggs.
The eqgs are laid in cavities with our most recent



DAVE WETZEL CONT'

clutches having been laid in artificial wooden boxes.

After hatching, the adult birds are kept busy feeding their
altricial young. B8oth sexes can be observed carrying insects
and out insectivore diet to the nest site throughout the day
and early evening. The chicks are quite boisterous and their
Toud chirps can be heard some distance from the nest.

Fledging occurs 14-16 days after hatching. The chicks often
spend one or two days looking out the entrance of the nest
before venturing out into the Habitat. The adults continue
to feed the chicks for 5-7 days after fledging. During this
time, the chicks develop their wing muscles and are soon
flying around the Habitat with the other birds.

As Bali Mynahs can be aggressive towards each other and to
other birds, we keep a single pair on display with a second
pair in an off-exhibit breeding area.

In 1982, we sold off all but four of our Bali Mynahs. Up-

fortunately, no breeding was attempted and in 1983 we surg-
ically sexed the remaining birds and discovered we had al]

males.

In late 1983 and early 1984, two unrelated females were
obtained form separate institutions. Both of these bird's
lineage can be traced back to unrelated wild-caught birds.
Each paired off with our males and in early 1984 the Habitat
pair began nesting. Since then, nine young have been pro-
duced from the two pairs (see table 2).

Unfortunately, the ancestry of our males is not well known.
In order that the genetic purity of the surviving birds be
‘kept as complete as possible, we will no longer breed our
males. Instead, males whose genetic background is docu-
mented will be obtained.

This will allow us to continue breeding these endangered
birds. This will give us and other zoos participating in
the 8ali Mynah SSP program the detailed genetic information
necessary to preserve these birds in captivity.



BALT MYNA BREEOING

Table 1: Year # hatched
1979 4
1980 7
1981 9
1982 0
1983 0
1984 9
Table 2:
1984 8reeding
B733 x 201229 B456 x 201391
1.0 0.1 1.0 j 0.1
2 2
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DECOTEAU’S

Oak Leaf Aviaries
. Grotan Street

Dunstable, Mase DIB27
{617) 649-6113

COCKATOOS - AMAZONS - MACAWS
COCKATIELS - LOVEBIRDS

Members
AFA - ASA -~ ACS -~ ALS - NHAS - BSA

Author Of
Handbook of Amazons
Handbook of Cockatoos
Handbook of Macaws
Exhibltion of Hirds

AL DECOTEAU

FINCHES - SEEDEATERS - SOFBILLS

MEMBER AND PANEL JUDGE OF

The National Finch Society
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NFS BOARD MINUTES ___ Dec,2,1984

The NFS quarterfy board of dinectons meeting was callfed to
onden at d4pm, December 2, 1984 at the home of Nancy Reed.
Present wene: BiLE Parlee, AL Decoteau, Kelly Dahiff, Jenry
D'Agata, Russ Armitage, Nancy Reed, Tony Patterson, Fd and
Tina Raymond and a few guests. )

The finst onden of business was the neading of previous
minutes and a treasuren's nepont. They were accepted as
presented, The NFS treasuren's nepont shows our balfance at
$1,261.97 as o November 30, 1964,

The next busdness was negarding the Club Bubfetin. 1t was
announced that the bulletin will be going bimonthly with
the Jan./Feu. issue. A disfeussion was hefd r2ganding
accepiing advertizing fon the bulletin. BLLL pointed out
that grom the Leiter that was sent out, we had necieved

ads from national adventizensy Necton . Products, Nutritional
Reseanch, K-T Seed, Kellogg Seed, ads from members inciudeqj
ongs from Nancy Reed, Al Decoteau, BLLL Parlec, Russ Aumitage
with one fime ads gon this bulletin only necieved from

Ed and Tina Raymond, Kelly Dahilf and Jerny D'Agata, Ben
Giondano and Red Bind Products.

The boarnd felt that the discount fon §ull year advertizens
would encourage greater advertizing participation giom
national bind product adventizers.

The once a yean cofon cover forn the bulletin was discussed
and Ed Raymond suggested we print 100 extra issues cf each
Aissue forn promotional purposes as weld as to satisfy the
needs of the back {ssue department. We all agrced.

1L was also decided that the §inst issue 0f each yean should
Ancfude a full membership Roster and the past yearns' show
nesulfts.

The meeting then went on to cover Club Affiliations. A
Lettern to Jenny Jennings in California was discussed, and
his swift neply to our cornespond@ace was appreciated.

1t was pointed out by Nancy Reed that our club affiliations
were ghowdng and oun tup Chicago was well wonth the
eggont in Laying the goundwonk fon future afjilations.

AL and BLLL pointed out that work was unden way fon the
completion of slide-tape prognams fon distribution upon
nequest to all affiliated clubs. Tanget date for avail-
ability was eanky Aprnil.



A Long discussion followed on the National Cage Bind Show
in Chicago. 1t was announced that two NFS membens won 14t
and second in the finch division, being Cecil Gunby and
John Bennett respectively.

AL Decoteau brought up the matter ¢f NFS affiliating with
the NCBS. This matter had been discussed before. After
bouncing the pros and cons back and fornth, it was decided

© that no action should be taken on the matter. BilE pointed
to the possible Loss of necognition affiliation with the
National Cage Bind Show might inccun and the possible comp-

< nomise in the standands that we have wonked s0 hard to

devefop, that might have to be made, both of these points
feading to the no action vote.

BLL and Nancy neported to the board of the sucesses we
achieved by having a booth at the combined AFA mini-con-
vention and National Cage Bind Show. There was se much
Anterest that we Acheduled a "national meeting” at the
convention. Nancy stated that oun meeting was betten
attended than the othen specialty cfubs' meetings. Much
was accomplished at the meeting. BilL asked Nancy if she
could make a complete repont on the meeting for publication
in the next bulletin. Nancy agreed.

The meeting was well attended and many questions wenre
brought up by memberns as well as othen interested parties.
Some of the items discussed wenre; show boxes, the popular
suggestion was fon thene to be three standard types of show
cages, one with smalf wire for waxbills, a Zebra type cage
and a Langen cage for softhills and whydahs. AL Decoteau
was to handle procunement of the cages §or fuwither discus-
sdon. On a difficult subject-Banding, much discussion
Ansued, Led by Dn. Val Clean and others. The end mesult
was a decision to have several sized bands with a yeartly
"cotor" and a tracability factor. The particulans of how
*as a club to handle the administration of band issuance
was £eft to the boand to decide.

" On a side note Russ Awmitage ententained the idea that

the president of NFS should be nemunenated in some way

fon expenses incurred when wonking sofely on behal§ of

the society. He further clearnified his thoughts that

this consideration probably only be given when traved ing

on behalf of the society. A discussion folfowed, resuliting
in a decision to, with prion board approval on a case by
case basis to nemunenate the president for ain fane onby
when on society business.



BOARD MEETING MINUTES CONT', . ,

The San Francisco AFA convention (n California next August
was the next matten to be considened. AP stated that he
thought NFS should have a booth at the cowvention., We atd
agheed, AL stated that he would write and make the axrange-
ments foa sudltable apace.

The next onder of business was to vote on suggested judging
positions on the judges panef. The nominees fon the panet
wene; Charnles Anchor, Connad Meinant, Clarence Cullwell and
Paut Wiflcams. A vole was taken accepting alf to the paned
with the exception o4 Clanence Cullwell. Dn. Decoteau was
to recieve funthern (nfoamation from Mr. Cullwellf which had
net be nrecieved by the meeting time. We decided to defay
the vote on Mr. Cullwell untif the March meeting.

ALE passed out an earty dnaft of the Judges Handbook for
our comsideration. Some changes and suggestions wene made,
AL was expecting to have the second draft neady fon the
March meeting. BL(LL thanked AL fon his hard wonk.

A discussion was hield on oun specie classifications and some
nevisdons. 1t was also decided to make a condensed form of
oun suggested classification for mailing to aggiliated clubs
for use 4in thein catalogs. 1t was pointed out that many
clubs had asked fon dinection in this matten ancluding the
National Cage Bind Show,

The final matter of discussion at this meeting was the
nevamping of the points system fon ixhibitors. The talk

on this matter Lasted almost one howr, with this result.
The present syatem of championship exhibiton forn each yean
with an accumlated total of 25 points would be continued,
howevern an additional prognam would be offened. Concieved
by Nancy Reed this program would alfow aff exhibtors to
caany points from yearn to yean and accumulate 100 points
forn an "EXHIBITORS EXCELLENCE AWARD" which would be given
any member who attained the nequined 100 exhibition points.
A NFS plague would be awarded to such an attainee. 11 was
felt that this would encounage exhibitons in areas whenre
attaining 25 points in a given yean would be impossible due
to the proximity of shows in that anea.

The next meeting of the board wilf be on Manch 10, 1985,
The meeting was then ajourned, after which a fine dinnen
was enjoyed by all.



BREEDER OF AUSTRALJAN FINCHES

FINCH AND SOFTBILL JUDGE
COCKATIEL JUDGE

BILL PARLEE

529 BURNSIDE AVEMUE
EAST HARTFORD, CT. 06108
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BEST OF LUCK TO THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY

ED & TINA RAYMOND

Newtown, CT 06470 ‘h

Collectors of

African - Australian - South American Finches
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The National Finch Society

NFS AFFILTATED CLUBS

The ASTORIA BIRD CLUB
defegatfe: Alex Grivas

The BOSTON SOCIETY FOR AVICULTURE, 1INC.
defegate: Rogern 0'Connell

The CENTRAL PENNA CAGE BIRD SOCIETY
defegate: William T. Lumley

The CHICAGY CAGE BIRD ASSOCIATION, INC.
defegate: Chanles Anchox

The CLEVELAND CANARY AND CAGE BIRD SOCIETY
defegate: Lowis DL Santo

The CONNECTICUT ASSOCTATION FOR AVICULTURE, INC.
defegate: Genald D'Agata

The LONG ISLAND CAGE BIRD ASSOCIATION
defegate: Thomas Caurro

The MARYLAND CAGE BIRD ASSOCIATION
defegate: UDalfas Johnson

The MASSACHUSETTS CAGE BIRD ASSOCTIATION
defegate: Shinfey Eaton

The GREATER MIAMI AVICULTURAL SOCIETY, INC.
defegate: Kank Kbine

The MID-WEST CANARY CLUB
defegate: Mary Kaszyea

The NEW HAMPSHIRE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY
defegate: Lawrence Brandt

THE WESTERN NEW ENGLAND CAGE BIRD SOQIETY

_ defegate: BLLL Patison

The WISCONSIN CAGE BIRD CLUB

defegate: Mary Zuidema

There are s4ix othen clubs presently being processed
gon affiliation and will be Listed with othen new
agfiliates {n oun March/Apuil issue.

ATTENTION ALL DELEGATES: Please send Ain your 1985
show dates to the NFS office as soon as possible!

We will publish youn ahow and onden youn placques as
soon as we necdeve this {ngounation.
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dward ®iil be offered only to WFS aeabers.
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VOLUNTARY BIRO CENSUS. . . . Finches & Softbills only

Common Name # in flock Breeding Babies sometimes
Success available

If common name is not available use scientific name,

This is in answer to many members request for census

or breeders listing information. This is entirely
voluntary, this info will not be published in regard

to breeders’' names or addresses and will be computer-
ized at the NFS. If you are willing to trade information
with other breeders please check here

If you wish this info for statistical info only, check
here [77. Send this census to NFS c/o Jerry 0'Agata

109 Seymour St. Windsor, CT 06108.

Breeder Name
Address

Phone No. { ) -

The phone number is the only way a breeder will be able
to contact another breeder. If the breeder involved
wishes to give address etc., he may do so at his option.



CAGE VS AVIARY BREETDING
TERRY DUNHAM - FOR THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY

"Betty" lTives in teh Upper Midwest and has only an 8-by-10
foot bird room in a corner of her basement.

“Bob," her brother, Tives on two acres in Southern California
and has more than a dozen planted aviaries each the size of
Betty's entire bird room.

It's easy to assume that Bob's finch-breeding efforts will
be more successful than his sister's, but that's not neces-
sarily the case. Their success depends upon a number of
factors--several of which may be much more important than
whether they're breeding in cages or aviaries.

Although your Bulletin editor, Bill Parlee, asked me to
write about cage versus aviary breeding, the two are not
mutually exclusive: Many breeders have both, and there are
good reasons for both; even apart from their unique ad-
vantages for breeding.

Only when their birds are in aviaries can aviculturists
fully enjoy the beauty and activity of their birds in a
natural environment-- if their birds are not one of those
secretive species that remain constantly hidden. Another
advantage of aviaries is that, with large feed and water
containers, daily maintenance may not be necessary as it

is with most cage setups. That's an important consideration
for those of us who must travel frequently. (age hreeding,
on the other hand, offers increased control, maximum util-
ization of space, and greater safety for one's prized birds.

With those considerations in mind, let's look at the num-
arous variables that will determine whether Betty and her
cages or Bob and his aviaries will result in the more
successful breeding season,

NATURE OF BREEDING STOCK

The most important variable is the background of the finches
you're trying to breed. Finches today come from two basic
"types" of backgrounds, and they couldn't be more different.

dany African and Indian finches are imported after being
-aught in the wilds months earlier. They're accustomed to
snrestrained flight; that's why they hide or move away



from you in an aviary, or fly frantically when you approach
them in a small cage. They're used to finding dozens of
kinds of insects and a variable seed diet: thats why in
captivity, where food choices are limited, they sometimes
eject nestlings rather than raise them. And although a

few species breed in close proximity to man, the majority
react to human presence as a threat; that's why they build
their nests in the most densely planted corners of your
aviaries and sometimes abandon a nest after you've inspected
it. These kinds of birds will do best in Bob's aviaries.

Australian finches, on the other hand, are captive bred,
nearly domesticated species: The continent's borders have
been closed to exports for several decades, and smuggling
activity is nearly insignificant, so the Australian finches
you get must have been reared in captivity for 20 generat-
ions or more.

That's why they no longer require live food to raise their
young; that's why they breed happily and at virtually any
time of the year in relatively small cages; and it's why
they'11 ignore being pried off their clutches of eggs so
you can check for fertility. They'll do guite well in
Betty's cages--perhaps even better than in Bob's aviaries,
because they'll be free of some of the perils we'll consid-
er later.

These are fundamentally important differences. Rather than
trying to force birds into your system or environment,
you'd be smart to consider the breeding conditions you're
able to provide, and then select birds most likely to
thrive in those conditions. But remember: pairs of
captive-raised African waxbills may exhibit behavior more
like the Australian finches just described; and Australian
finches raised in large aviaries where live food was avail-
able may behave more 1ike "wild" African finches and may

be just as difficult to get to breed in cages.

DIET

Once you've ascertained the conditions your birds were
raised in, you can better emulate them. If the birds got
live food, give them the same kind they were used to, if
passible. Several companies now market numerous kinds of
live foods. Try, too, to match the seed diet the birds

are accustomed to. With wild-caught birds, the greater the
variety you can provide, the better. Read all you can
about the birds' diets in the wild: I've had pairs of



TERRY DUNHAM CONT'.

Violet-eared Waxbills that would not breed for months at a
time. Yet on three different occasions they began laying
within days after being fed live termite larvae. Coinci-
dence? 1 think not.

One important advantage of aviary breeding is that insects
will naturally be available to your birds, providing var-
iety and protein they might not get in a cage-breeding
setup. if you can induce your birds to eat an egg food

mix {a simple version: mash hard boiled eggs, yolk and
whites, then stir in nestling food until reasonably dry;
prepare daily) you'll be providing them with protein that's
much needed for reproduction whether they're kept in cages
or aviaries.

SECURTTY

Security is a double-edged sword. In a planted aviary,
birds are more 1ikely to find hiding places that will give
them the sense of security necessary for them to begin
breeding.

But are your birds secure in other ways? In our aviaries
we found mice on several occasions, snakes {twice}, and
fought a constant battle with cats. In other areas avi-
culturists must cope with opossums and raccoons, hawks and
owls, human thieves and vandals and other threatening wild-
Tife. At the least, they can keep birds so frightened
they're unlikely to breed; at the worst, they can kill your
rarest specimens.

Even if you think your aviary setup is free of these sorts
of hazards, it probably can't be wholly free of the threat
of parisites. Almost anyone who's kept Gouldian Finches
outside, for example, has seen the effects of air sac mites.
Worming becomes--or should become--a routine part of your
birdkeeping.

WEATHER

It should be obvious that in almost any part of the country
your birds' environment is going to be less controlled out-
doors, in an aviary, than it would be indoors. That's not
to say that I admire the "I keep my birds at 80 degrees and
it never varies" philosophy. Far from it: That creates
"hothouse" birds that can't adapt to new conditions when



you sell or trade them.

Qur own birds are kept in an unheated and un-air conditioned
20 by 24 foot building. We're in a warm clime, so normal
temperatures range from 50 to 98 degrees in the building.
But the birds are accustomed to changing temperatures, so
when a massive cold front hit us last winter, dragging
temperatures in the bird building into the thirties ( and

19 outside!) our birds were unfazed. Those laying or on
eggs continued laying or setting; babies in nests continued
to grow; of more than 200 birds in our building at that time
none died. Aviary birds develop that kind of hardiness - -
if conditions aren't so extreme the birds aren't able to -
survive them long enough to become conditioned to them!

StUMMARY

Yes, there are exceptions to the ideas just outlined. You
can get a wild-caught pair of Condon Bleu finches to breed
in a 15" diameter cage con the kitchen table, using no live
food. But the odds are against you.

Twenty years ago, Australian finches posed the same problems
now posed by African and other wild-caught species. Breeders
persistence paid off, however--perhaps first in aviaries and
with live-food diets-- and bit by bit the birds became accus-
tomed to captive breeding in a variety of conditions. Our
goal should be to accomplish as much with the African finches
as we have with the Australians. We can, but only if we
recognize and deal with their special needs.

all rights reserved, Terry Dunham.

EDITOR'S NOTE: The National Finelt Sccdety and {ta' edi ton

wowld €ike Lo thank memben Ternag Dunlam for his coutinued

suppord fo oun sociely (n the fusm of :uéuhmattvu antieles
as the vre you have just read.

Many of youw may hauc expendences wed wornth while sharing
with cur membeaship. The anticle can be on any subject
nelating to finches and softbills and may be of any Lengtl,
send yourn antice to: NFS, 529 Buwnside Ave. E.Hantfond,
Ct 06108,



FOR ALL
DIFFERENT
BREEDS.
FOR BETTER
HEALTH.
NATURALLY.

PETAMINE . _ the profes-
sional mixture of natural bird
seed plus all essential _
vitamins and minerals for healthier cage birds including
canaries, parakeets. finches, parrots, cockatiels. and love
birds

PETAMINE is a complete food and daily feedings will
mean strong. vigorous birds and healthier fledglings.
PETAMINE promotes brilliant, colorful plummage in
cage birds and stimulates melodious song. And, you can
depend on PETAMINE for more fertile, hatchable eggs
plus easier, faster moulting.

Feed your birds scientifically formulated., nutritionally
balanced and universily tested PETAMINE. Why settle
for less”!
PETAMINLEL is avaiable in 5 oz., 2, 5, 10 and 25 Ib.
pkgs. Write or call for the Kellogg dealer neares| you.
BUDGIE OWNERS get BUDGIMINE in the same size
packages! _
== Kellogginc.

3 )

M WA Seeds and Suppties _
322E. Florida 51. * Milwaukee, WE53201 o (414)276-0373

Parakeet Seed @ Canary Seed @ Finch Seed * Kellogg's Seedies
Parrot boab ¢ Kellogy's Treat ¢ Song Food- Ctxka!iel?t_:od.




THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY
1984 NATIONAL SHOW

REPORT BY TONY M. PATTERSON, SHOW CHAIRMAN

The National Finch Society lst National Finch Show was
held at the Veterans Memorial Building in East Hartford,
Connecticut on October 27, 1984, hosted by the Connecticut
Association for Aviculture.

The NFS had a large room in this stately old mansion. The
day was a beautiful one, sunny with a crisp chill to the
air. Exhibitors started to arrive the evening before the
show dropping their entries off at the show site.

The morning of the show all the show officials were anxious
with anticipation, this first National Finch Society show,
would it be a fiasco or an event to remember. We did not
have much time to think on that however, as exhibitors
started to arrive with their entries. By the time the
show was to start being judged there was still a backlog
at the registration desk. In all 156 entries were checked
in at the desk. This was great and 56 more than our hope
for 100, For those of you in the Mid West or Florida, to
get more than 50 entries of finches in the Northeast is
truly an accomplishment,

Bill Parlee, who was to judge the Australians, Europeans,
South Americans and Asian birds got started as soon as all
the birds were benched. There was & braak for lunch and
Bill finished judging his portion of the show.

After a short break Dr. Decoteau started judging the
Africans, Societies, Pairs and displays. Both judges
were not as talkative as usual due to the large showing
to be judged.

At about Spm the Best in Show judging with Bill and Al
making a close check of all the winners and second place
birds in each Division. The final outcome was a win for
Natalie Molaver with an outstanding Mynah Bird.

A1l this was followed by a faffle, and a sumpuous banquet
with awards and great fellowship. A truly successful
first National Show for all of us. Thank You all!



Ben Giordano. Jr.
BREEDER Of EUROPEAN FINCHES

DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED CANARIES
Hybridizing & Muling

57 Oak St. Methuen, MAsS. 01844
Bus (617) 6866230 8Bam-4 pm

Home (617) 6862688 4 pm 10 pm

EUROPEAN FINCHES

GOLDFINCH, LINNET, CHAFFINCH, BULLFINCH
REDPOLL, GREENFINCH, SERINS, EUROPEAN
SISKINS (TWO SPECIES) -Most Aviary bred
and banded. _

OTHER FINCHES

JAVE RICE, GREEN AND GRAY SINGERS, LADY ,\

GOULDIAN, CUBAN MELODIOUS, YELLOW RUMP
SERIN, RED BLACK HOODED SISKIN, GREEN
BLACK HOODED SISKIN GRAY HEADED SIERRA,
FIRST AND SECOND CROSS, MANY OTHERS.

MULES-HYBRIDMULES

INTERESTED IN FINE SONG, BEAUTY AND LONG
LIFE? TRY A HYBRID OR MULE, T BREED ALL

TYPES.
STRAIGHT

CLEAR RED FACTORS, BRONZE, ETC. BORDERS,
ROLLERS, NORWICH, YORKSHIRES, STANDARD
AND DILUTE LIZARDS.

CANARIES SOLD - FINCHES SOLD OR TRADED.
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EDITOR'S NOTE: The following article printed with the
peamission of Dn. Val Clean finst appeared in Cage Bird
Magazine edght yeans ago {Sept.77}, bkt {s fmelLess in
it's avicultural vafue. The article < avprinted exactly
as it appeared, keep this in mind when reading about
govennment requlations and the Like.

STRAWBERRY FINCHES DR, VAL CLEAR

I was pleased a few months ago to see Strawbervy Finches
(Amandava amandava) again available. They are beautiful
birds with wistful song, and deserve a place in our col-
lection of exotics in this country.

The British call them Red Avadavat. [ have no idea where
the name came from. They are also called Tiger Finch. But
I think the term we usually hear in this country is more
descriptive, because they are speckled red and anyone with

a little imagination can see how they remind one of a straw-
berry.

One additional attraction (and aggravation} is the fact
that the male goes into eclipse plumage when out of breed-
ing condition and he looks much like the female. This can
be an exasperation to the person who is shopping for a
breeding pair. In the days when they sold in daime stores
for 2.99 per pair it was simple to guard against this
problem merely by purchasing a half dozen of the birds

to be sure there was a male in the Tot. Now they sell
from between $%0 and $75 per pair, and that limits the
number one can buy. Nevertheless, it is fascinating to
watch the annual miracle of nature as a plain Tittle grey
bird changes feather-by-feather into a striking red creature.

The song is different from the song of any cther specles
I know. It is delicate, thin, wavering, uncertain, and
musical, all at the same time. I never hear it that I am
not reminded of a falling leaf.

One of the costs of a trip I took to Venezuela in January
was the loss of birds in the planted aviary in our home.
With the most regorous winter in Indiana this century, and
with me not there to take precautionary measures, [ lost
several rare birds, including two pair that were the only
ones [ know of in captivity. 1 lost a number of tropical
plants, also, and since disturbing a collection cf this
kind is a serious operation, 1t seemed to be the time to
clean house - something which I have not done to that
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aviary for several years, I caught up the few remaining
birds, removed damaged plants, and started all over again.

.What should 1 put into this garden that forms a part of our
family home? Certainly it ought to contain music as well as
color. So I started with two pairs of Strawberry finches and
a pair of Green Singing Finches, among others. Now we have
music all day. The two Strawberry males provide a descant
somewhere in the backgound while the Green Singing Finch
chatters out his busy song. They all get along well together.
After a few days I had to get a pair of binnoculars to id-
entify the one sitting in a nest built deep in the giant
philodendron. It was one of the Strawberry Finches. They
did not lose much time in going into housekeeping, despite
continued cold weather.

I had had the Strawberry Finches in cages for about a year
and they had done nothing to perpetuate the species. Fach
pair was housed alone in a cage about 10" wide x 12" high

x 36" long, which ought to be plenty big enough for them.
They had been imported, so ther was no way of telling how
old they were. 1 was disappointed that they made no move to
nest, but was not surprised. They do breed in cages, but
are not as ready to do so as the more common species.

[ have not seen any sign of life inside the nest in the
planted aviary but I have not probed into it because it is

so inaccessible. I would ordinarily try to band the babies
in the nest, but cannot get to this without courting disaster.

The full-grown Strawberry finch is about three and a half
inches long, a pretty diminutive creature. [ recall how
helpless 1 felt, the first pair I got when I discovered

that none of my cages, most of which were for budgies, would
hold them. Even canary cages in those days were too widely
spaced for tinier finches.

In color the male is a mahogany red above, with bright red
elsewhere. The tail is black. Throughout the body are flecks
of white, like polka-dots. The female is a reddish-gray

with a hint of green, and occasional spots. A male in color
and a female are readily distinguished, but as mentioned
above, the male out of color is difficult to tell from the
female. During the time that the male is changing color he
looks like a patch-quilt of unpremeditated coincidences.
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Strawberries are quite easy to maintain. [ have no problem
treating them to the same care as the Zebra Finches, which
means a good finch mixture, grit, water and greens occasion-
ally. Strawberries sometimes will take mealworms, but the
two pairs 1 have had this year would not even touch small
ones hand picked for their palate.

I note that both Rosemary Low and E. J. Boosey, among
England’'s most knowledgeable aviculturists, report that
Strawberries are long-lived. Boosey kept his outdoors in
the winter. Low reports knowing several twelve-year old
birds, and one fancier who had bred them to the twelfth
generation. 1 know people who have had several generations
in this country, but none to the twelfth yet.

As males get older 1n captivity they tend to get darker and
darker, probably because of the absence of something in their
natural diet. Nevertheless, they seem to remain healthy

with captivity and the fact that they reproduce so readily
supports the idea.

There are several races of the sppcies. The Amandava Amand-
ava ranges throughout south-eastern Asia, including India,
Vietnam, Burma, Siam, Java and Assam. Other species known
are: Red Munia, and Red Waxbill, Bambay Avadavat, and Cochin
Avadavat. By any name, however, it is a beautify] bird to
have in the collection.

One of the minor blessings of the ban on bird imports has
been the disappearance of the "Painted Finch" version of the
southeastern finches. To stimulate the market through the
cheapie stores of the world, dealers in Calcuta and Bombay
would dye the Strawberries, Spricebirds, and Nuns with bright
yellow, red and green vegetable dyes. They would catch the
eye of the innocent novice, who would buy a gorgeous bird,
take it home, and two months later have a comparatively
colorless bird. 1 have not seen any of this form of des-
ecration since the ban went on. some dark cloulds do have
silver Tinings.




Nancy cA. Roeed

109 STAGECOACH ROAD

WINDSOR CONN. 06095



NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY
PANEL OF JUDGES

1985

CHARLES ANCHOR, 630 Lake Park Drive, Addison, IL 60101
MARCO ARIDA, 10480 SW 67nd., Miami, FL 33173

DR. VAL CLEAR, 1001 Mantin, Andenson, IN 46012

CLARENCE CULWELL, 913 Lydick Lane, Fi. Wonth, TX 67114
KELLY S. DANTLL, 109 Seymour St., Windsor, CT 06095

DR. A. E. DECOTEAU, Groton Road, Dunstable, MA 01827
DAREN DECOTEAU, Groten Road, Dunstable, MA 01877

JUANTTA MclAIN, 2410 Madnid Ave., Safety Hanbon, FL 33572
CONRAD METNART, RR 3, Box 397, liasaw, IN 46580

WILLTAM G. PARLEE, 579 Bwmnside Ave., E.Hartford CT 06108

GEORGE WARREN, 28 Chedwonth Crescent, Paulsghove,
Pontsmouth, England FOL4E

PAUL WTLLTAMS, 703 Donegal Dnive, Papillion, NE 65046
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National Finch Society Panel Judges subscribe to a format
of standardized judging procedures;,. species standards,
and conduct themselves in a professional manner at all
times.

A1l Panel Judges charge reasconable frave1ing expenses and
for lodging. Fees may vary from judge to judge.

The National Finch Society asks that all of its affiliated
clubs use Panel Judges for their 1985 shows. We do have
apprentice judges available in some areas. For further
information or special consideration on the above rules
write to:

Director, NFS Panel Judges
Dr. A. E. Decoteau

Groton Read

Dunstable, MA 01827



1985
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FOR INFORMATION:

KELLY DAHILL, 109 Seymour St., Windsor Ct.
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NFS 1984 AFFILIATED CLUBS
SHOW REPORTS

BOSTON SOCTETY FOR AVICULTURE SHOW, Auburn, MA - entries 41
Jctoben 5, 1984, Judge: WilLiam G. Parfee

BEST IN SHOW . . . . . . . . . .. Riesseld Awmitage I,
IND IN SHOW . . . . . . ... ., Cark Nummi
3RDOINSHOW . .. . L ... L, Natnlie Molaven

Beat Aust., Canl Nuwmd - Best Afnican, Russell Anmitage
Best Mew Workd, Hanry Amonal - Best Asian, Cand Nuami
Beat Svftb<l{f, Natalie Mofaven

THE NEW HAMPSHIRE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY, Nashuc, NH - (59)
Cctober 12, 1984, Judge: William G, Parfee

BEST IN SHOW . . . . . . . . ... Kennath Akey
IND IN SHOW . . . . . . . -+« . Russell Anmitage In,
3RD IN SHOW . . . .. L ... L. Jeniny ['Agata

Best Aust., Jernny D'Agata - Best Asian, Kenneth Akey

Best Zebra, Jenny D'Agata - Best Afnican, Russ Armitage
Best So.Amen,, Camwmen Macchia - Best Eunope, Manuef Goutro
Best Sogtbiff, Natal.ie Melaven

THE MASSACHUSETTS CAGE BIRD ASSOCTATION, Kingston, MA - (49)
Octoben 19, 1984, Judge: (Wi€liam G. Panfec

BEST IN SHOW . . . . . . . . . . . Kenweth Akey
IND CINSHOW . . . . ... . ... Esthen Vernissimo
30 IN SHOW . . . . . . .. -« . John Boyle

Best Zebra, Kay Thomas - Best Austnalian, Paubine Mumi
Best So.Amen., Juseph Senditi - Best Asian, Kenneth Akey
Besl Bengalese, Paufine Nuami - Beat Agnican, John Boyle
Best Ewropean, Jeany Diiscoll - Best Sufthilf, Esthen
Verisaimo - Best Dasplay, Cynthia Fapdinofa




SHOW RESULTS

NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY  NATIONAL SHOW 1984

Octoben 26, 1984, Judges: Da. A, E. Decoteau
E.Hantgond, CT WLliam G. Parkee
entnees 156

BEST INSHW . . . . . . . . . . . . Nafalie MoZaven
ZND OIN SHOW . . . . . e v e« « . . Kelly S. Dahill
3RO OINSHOW . . . . . . v v v v o . Kenneth Akey
4TH IN SHOW , . . . . . . « « + . . Kelly S. Dahiff
S5TH INSHOW . . . . . . . . .. .. Ben Giondano
6TH IN SHOW . . . . . . . .« . . . . Bonmnde Li€Lis
7TH IN SHOW . . . . . . C e e Kenneth Akey
ETH INSHOW . . . . . . . . . « . . Aan Tuanen

9TH INSHW . . . . . . . . . . . . John Boyle

T1OTH IN SHOW . . . . . . . . . . . . Ann Turnea

Best lebnra, Bonndie Lif€i{s - Best Aust., Kelly Dahift
Best Indo-Pacific, Kenneth Akey - Best Sceiety, Ann
Turnen - Best Mufe or Hybrid, Ben Giondanoe - Best
Afndcan, Kenneth Akey - Best Amendcas, Kedly Dahill

Best Pain, Kenneth Akey - Best Softbiff, Natalic Mofaven

THE ASTORTA BIRD CLUB SHOW, Mespath, New York - 47 centndes
Nevember, 2, 1984, Judge: Manuel Popa

BEST IN SHOW . . . . . e v v v o o« R, Deditone
IND IN SHOW . . . . . . . ... . . Jenny D'Agata
R0 INSHOW . . . . . . . ... . . R. Deitons

Best Austnatian, Jenry D'Agata - Best Ewnropean, -

F. Nernetich - Besat Agnican, R, Dedtone - Best So.Amen.,
R. Dedtone - Beat Asdan, Russeff Anmitage - Besit Mule
on Hybrdd, T. Caruana

NOTE: The Central Penna Cage Bind Show and The Batt-
imone Cage Bind shaws wene Cancelted due to state bans
on bind shows (n thedn nespective states. (Aviau Flal



SHOW RESULTS CONTINUED. . . .

THE MIAMI AVICULTURAL SOCIETY SHOW, Miami, FL - &0 entaiea
Novemben 24, 1984, Judge: Matce Avdda

BEST IN SHOW . . . . . . . . . ... Steve Heppdin
IND IN SHOW . . . . . . .. .« « . Steve Hoppin
3RD OIN SHOW . . . . . . . . .. . . Dick Muench

Best lebra, Kanf & Peggy Kline - Beat Sovedety, Steve
Hoppin - Best Agrnican, Steve Hoppin - Best Asfan &
Paci§ic, Hecton Ugalde - Beast Austnalian, Steve Hoppin
Best European, John Dapas - Besit Amendican, Dick Muench

THE LONG TSLAND CAGE BIRD SHOW, Hempatead, NY - 53 entries
Novemben 24, 1984, Judge: Canmen Julianc

BEST INSHOW . . . . . . . . . . .. Afex Gnivas
IND INSHOW . . . . . . . . . .. . Thomas Caruana
JRUY INSHOW . . . . . . . . . . . . Afex Grivas

Best Zebra, Joe Crauc - Best Australian, Amones EL{z-
abeth - Best Scciety, Alex Gmivas - Best Waxbiff, R.
Deltono - Best Singding Finch, Rauf Thomas - Best Eunrope
Alex Gnivas - Best Mule on Hybnid, Alex Grivas

THE WESTERN NEW ENGLAND CAGE BIRD SHOW, Feeding Hiffs, MA
Decemben 2, 1984, Judge: Wil&iam G, Parlee

39 entnics Kelfy S. Dahitl

BEST INSHOW . . . . . . . .. ... Bob § Tina
Hemenway

IND IN SHOW . . . . . e e e . Dn. ALE. Decoteau

3RD INSHOW . . . . . . . . . . . . Russeld Armitage

Best Zebra, AL Decoteau - Beat Afnican, Bob and Tina
Hemenway - Besd [ge.Ajnican, Rusself Aimitage - Best
Asdan, AL Decoteau - Best Scecety, Russell Anmitage




STAR FINCHES PILL PARLEE

The Star finch is a lovely finch and is native to Aust-
ralia. The Star is one of the first firches that were
added to my original collection of finches. After breed-
ing Zebra Finches for one year, I naturally expected that
all finches would breed with ease and consistantly. It
did not take long to remove that thought from my head.

I immediately found that my new Stars were rot overly
interested in the wicker nest I had placed in the cage
for them.

I gquess I'm getting ahead of myself here. The Star Finch
is a showy finch due to its' color and pattern. Stars
seem to vary considerably from bird to birc in their def-
inition as well as coloration, which makes sexing diffi-
cult. The birds are basically olive-gray overall with
varying degrees of lime green coloration of the chest.
Starting from the beak and radiating ovtward through the
cheek is bright red coloration. The cheeks and upper
tail area are generally spotted with white stars, hence
its' name.

The Male of the species is denoted be his more extensive
and intense coloration. Again the probler of sexing.
All Star Finches for the most part are coresticated for
at least many generations,{Australian ben on exports 1937)
the domestic babies when developing full color. at about
one year of age vary dramatically. Many chesls are more
yellow than green. Many tails are more brown than red.
Many facial areas little or no red present. It would
seem that the diets we offer may lack a vital nutrient
that the birds would normally get in the wild, causing
this color variation. Many years ago in England it was
reported that wild caught parents would very often rear
tess colorfui chicks and they in turn would produce even
less colorful young. Again we see the fifortance of a
good diet for our birds.

The Star Finch is very pleasant to have in your aviary.

They have a cheerful song that resembles a warble. The
song is varied in nature and not as frequert as for ins-
tance the Green Singer. The song is pleasant and is some-
times difficult to recognize when housed with other finches.



[ have found over the years, both in raising and selling,
that the pretty lTitter Star is a very hardy bird once
acclimated to its' aviary. I have found that the Star is
a very social bird and generally will seem fearless. It
has also been noted that they are prone to being startled,
but recover quickly. In my aviaries stars have been kept
at temperatures between 50 - 90 degrees with neither ext-
reme seeming to faze the birds.

In breeding the Stars, I have found over the years and
with many different setups {aviary-cage-colony} that small
herbst type cages offer the best size cage for breeding.
My only successes with Stars have been in small cages. 1
tried both aviary (single) and colony breeding, both of
which were disasters. I did have one pair that would lay
eggs in the flight, but they were always soft.

It would seem from this information that small cages would
be best for your first atempt at breeding Stars. Now that
we have that settled, let's get on to the diet. A standard
mix of millets and canary seed are quite acceptable. 1
always feed a conditioning egg food, such as Petamine.

It's a good idea to provide a fine grade of gravel either
on the bottom or in a separate cup, [ like the cup. A
small amount of green should always be offered. 1 prefer
spinach or collard greens. 1 generally offer as with all
my birds, something of a treat each day, hard boiled, halved
egg, carrot, nuts, fresh corn or just about anything else

I have around the house that they will accept. I am a
great believer in variety.

Vitamins are a must, there are many on the market, I use
Necton products in the water. Sometimes vitamins are
sprinkled on damp greens or corn. Three or four days of
added vitamins is probably enough. Cuttlebone should be
offered and mineral supplement may be advisable. Millet
Sprays are a mainstay of my nutritional program. The
Sprays are muti-useful, nutrition as well as nest material,

Now we have the cage and a proper diet. The nest may
present the greatest frustration in your breeding atempts.
I've tried several different types of nests as well as
nesting materials. First I tried a typical wicker hooded
nest which was rejected. In fact ignored. 1 tried a box
which also proved unsuccessful. The only nest they would
accept was one they would not breed in, the canary type
of wicker nest. Finally I hit upon the secret, a broken
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fronted nest box. | needed another bnx for my /Zebras,
and going with the odds I took the Star's gond hox and
gave 1t to the /ebras, putting the halt fronted box in
with the Stars. Surprise, Suprise, the Stars started

to carry hroken millet spray stalks into the nest. |
guess | should point out the it was the cock who bnilt
the nest as the hen sat idly by ignoring all the activity
in the cage, but once the nest was huilt {five days) she
finally investigated. After that original investigation
she went back to the perch for about 10 minutes and then
retreated to the nest where she stayed for about 7 weeks.

I tried not to disturb the pair, but after about two
weeks | noticed an egg in the nest (the hroken front
made observation an ease). Three nore eggs were laid
during the next 5 days. Oh! one thing | forgot to tell
you. [During the nest building the male Star would ocas-
sionally take a miTlet statk a hit the hen with it, as
if to say "Hey babe, see what I'm doing, get with it".
Back to the eggs. After about two weeks the first egg
hatched with the second following the next day. The
other two eggs did not hatch {1 have never gotten four
cggs to hatch with any Star pairs). The hen did almost
all the sitting although the cock was quite attentive.

Ouring the period of egg hatching it was noticed that
food consumption for the pair increased dramatically.
barge amounts of petamine and millet sprays were devoured.
I atso offer small baby mealworms which the cock would
carry to the nest. The hen would never go after the
Mealworms at her own inclination. The two habies were
relatively coloriess when they fledged at about five
weeks. | kept these two birds, both of which appeared
to be hens, heing quite drah. About a year later |
obtained a definite male and put one of the hens with
it and gave them to my father. Dad got them to hreed
successfully in a hooded nest. This again points out
that what works for one breeder may not necessarily
work for the next. '

Possibly you have had experiences that differ from the
ones | have written on. If so, why not write an article
one your experience with Star Finches or for that matter,
other finches and send them along to the editor, National
Finch Society, 529 Burnside Ave., E. Hartford, CT 06108.
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The National Finch Society

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

Address

City State ip

Individua) $15 / / Dual $20 / / Junior 7.50 / /

Ouat Membership is two individuals residing at the
same address {one bulletin). Juniors are under 16.

Club affiliations

How long have you been involved in finches

How many species have you bred?

Briefly describe your interest in joining the
Nationat Finch Society and what you hope to get
out of your membership,

Send you app and fee to Russell Armitage Jr. Treas.
345 Boston Road
Middletown, CT 06457

529 Burnside Avenue, Fast Hartford, Ct 06108




NATIONAL COCKATIEL SOCIETY

We are a nalional specialty club, devoled to the
education, improvement and enjoyment ot the
cockaliet. :
| Our bi-monthiy bulletins teature high quality arti- |
clas and columns on such topics as breeding, ]

nutrition, veterinary care, showing, taming and
traintng, cage and aviary construction, color photo-
graphs and morei

Mesmbership Appliceiion

NATIONAL COCKATIEL SOCIETY
Jenusry through Oscember

®ingie | 1 membaer) Ouaet 12 bera. seme eddy ]
£12.80 $15.00

Canada & Masico add $4 DD, Ovarsaas add $8.00

— Addrass

Statla _ . . Ilp __
L ]

Mall 1o
NATIOMNAL COCKATIEL SOCIETY
Membarship Sectetary » 31554 Tt Springs Ci.
Merietie, GA 0062

Cloasd, ireceable leg bends ara elso avallable Fot order torma wille 1o

Angel Lauderdele * NCS Band Secrelaty
1554 Treht Springs C1. « Maertelle GA, 10062




