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We hope to see this page grow so that we may give credit
to the many forn all the jobs that need doing fon a thuly
successqul society.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

For years 1 have listened to people say "Why not", well
now there 1s a National Finch Society. What it will be
1s what you will make it. 1f you have always wanted one
now 1s your chance to jump on the bandwagon and make your
Society a giant success.

I would personally like to thank all those who have given
of their time and energies to complete the work that has
been done so far. We have so far to go, we have recieved
much encouragement from around the country. We need your
support. If you can help, let us know.



EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING, April 15, 1984

The second quarterly Executive Board meeting of the
Northeast Finch Society was held Sunday, April 15, 1984

at the home of Nancy Reed in Windsor, Ct. Present for

the meeting was President Bill Parlee, Kelly Dahill,

Nancy Reed, Jerry D'Agata, Russ Armitage and Tony Patterson.
Dr. Decoteau was on a speaking engagement out of state.

The Secretary's report and Treasurer's reports from the
previous quarterly meeting were read and accepted.

Russ then gave the Treasurer's report for April 15, 1984
showing a balance in our checking account of $37D.06.
Expenses for the past three months were for AFA affiliation,
postage and printing and totaled $122.D7.

Bill briefly discussed the memberships and affiliations
that had come in, and expressed his appreciation for the
amount of support that has been shown to date by all of
those contacted. Presently the Connecticut Assoc. for
Aviculture, the New Hampshire Cage Bird Assoc., the
Boston Society for Aviculture, the Long Island Cage Bird
Assoc. and the Maryland Cage Bird Assoc. have affiliated.
Western New England, Mass. Cage Bird and The Harrisburg
club are considering afiliation. Individual memberships
now span the eastern seaboard from New Hampshire to fla.,
and westward to Indiana with the membership of Dr. Val
Clear. The NFS is proud to welcome Dr. Clear as a member
and is grateful to him for his offer to help us in any
way he can.

The first item to come up for discussion and vote was
the possibility of becoming a National organization now
rather than waiting until after our first show. A great
deal of discussion went on with all the pros and cons
brought out. Many of our new members expressed the need
for a truly national organization and by placing the
present barricades at state lines was actually hindering
that eventuality. Dr. Clear stated that the Northeast
label might create future problems with re-tooling and

a basic misconception of our goals.



Nancy expressed concern regarding the speed at which we
are growing, stating that trying to control a national
organization from a small area of the country will be
difficult. She also pointed out the problems other organ-
izations have had regarding recognition as national when
all officers were in one locale. Bill stated he thought
that would take care of itself after the next general
elections, if the membership felt they would like the
officerships spread more evenly around the country. At
the present those promoting the cTub happen to be located
in the northeast, so for the time being that's where the
officers are. He also suggested that as the organization
truly becomes national the decentralization of officers
would take place naturally.

It was further stated that officerships were for a two

year period, and that in that period of time the club

should be well on its way to running efficently and with

key people around the country able to continue that process.

Russ and Kelly stated that we seem to be becoming national
in scope without even trying and should probably capital-
ize on that momentum and change our name now to the
National Finch Society, and grow as we can.

Tony said that increased mailing around the country was
not all that much additional work. He said in regard to
the bulletin, putting it together is the work, not how
many people it gets mailed to.

We discussed the cost to re-tool, new cards and station-
ery, etc. It was decided that it was negligible as more
stationery would have to be printed soon anyway and that
there was little else that would be a cost factor in the
conversion.

Kelly mentioned that we could improve our resourses from
both a financial aspect as well as expanding our base of
knowledge by taking advantage of the support that is being
offered from other parts of the country.

At that point Tony Patterson made a motion that we go
“national" and change our name to the National Finch Society.
Russ seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the matter
passed with one descenting vote.

WE ARE NOW THE NATIONAL FINCH SOCIETY!



The matter of our AFA affilitation was taken up and Jerry
stated he was preparing the forms for our affiliation.

He asked that we consider a delegate to AFA. Nancy was
asked if she would be willing to represent us as she
would be the one most likely to attend AFA meetings.

She agreed to take on the job temporarily.

Bi11 reviewed the benefits of our affiliation with
the American Federation of Aviculture.

Tony was then asked for a progress report on our first
national show. He stated that arrangements had been
made with the Park Plaza Hotel in New Haven, Conn. for
our show on November 10, 1984. Both he and Kelly Dahill
visited the Park Plaza to go over the terms and arrange-
ments with the hotel management and to view the show
room.

Tony also stated that requests for ads for our catalog
have already been sent out to prospective advertisers.
Tony pointed out that we were lucky to have a computer
at our disposal to process show catalog information.
He also stated that he was sure the computer is a big
help for the membership records as well. Continuing
with the show, Kelly mentioned that he and Tony were
presently working on the plaques and trophies.

Jerry pointed out that he has attended several events
at the Park Plaza and was always happy with the way
the management cooperated with the organizations in-
volved to make each event seccessful.

Bill and Nancy thought we should make it very clear in
our notes on the show that the Park Plaza is an inner
city hotel but is very easy to get to, right off the
highway exit and with a parking garage attached to and
under the hotel. Exhibitors attending the show could
even go underground and bring their birds into the show
through the elevators located under the hotel thus
alleviating security and weather problems.

The hotel 1is part of Chapel Square Mall and in close
proximity to Macy's, Yale and the Peabody Museum. Bill
felt this would be an attraction to those traveling with
exhibitors who did not wish to spend the whole day at
the show.



Bill asked that all necessary arrangements be made for
promoting the show through ads in ACBM and other
publications, as well as letters to all affilitated
clubs.

Finalization of the discussion on the show took place
with the matters of the banquet, room rates, hospitality
room, back bench stewarding, show security and sponsor-
ships of awards being covered.

A very brief discussion was held on trading show ads
with affilitated shows. This matter was approved.

The board reviewed the correspondence that had come in
and generally agreed that it was a positive indication
of the interest that there is today in finches and
softbilled birds. Alice Grove of Boston has offered

to make posters and to write articles for the bulletin.
We thank Alice for this type of support.

A detailed discussion was held on the newsletter's
progress and the need for informative articles. The
meeting was ajourned at &:30 pm.

Minutes transcribed from tape.

The National Finch
Society

Coming in the July issue these

important articles

Standards for Zebra and Society Finches
NFS Judging Technics

The balance of Species Classifications

Nutrition and Breeding Articles



WELCOME TO THE NATIONAL FINCH SOEMETY
Nancy A, Reed

For anyone out there who knows me, you're saying-—"What’s a nice Eockatiel girl
like you doing in 2 Finch/Softbill club tike this?* Well then. you don’t know
me' | first caught the bird disease froa Finches and Softbills back in 1948,
Actually 1 was deep into orchids, crysanthesuas, and tomatees in owr 9°f ¥
lean-to greenhouse, Such a lush, tropical setting it was...way back then. How
nice it would be to have a bird singing in such an environaent!

To make 2 long story short, birds started outnuabering plants, plant benches
were replaced by {lights, greenhouse was expanded for further flights, and now
one stubborn asparagus fern somehow survives.

Realize that back in the late sixties. the only "aviculturist® publication 1
Was aware of was the "American Cage Bird Magazine®. Interest has come a long way
baby since then! Bird reiated items such as styles of cages; variety and quality
of seed and feed; specificly oriented bird vitamins (we used dog and human baby
vitaming then); and breeding. nutritiocn., personal and professional inforaation
are now made avatlable to old and new aviculturists in five publications
reaching nattonal attention, plus many local and "specialty" clubs’ newstetters
and bulletims, The aviculture experience has mushroomed a thousand fold since 1
started fifteen years ago’

While educational information has increased, so have prices, Fart of this is
due to overall inflation over the years, part to importation and aguarantine
requlations and resulting expenses, and part to the law of supply and demand due
to the increased interest in birds.

Finches and Softbills unfortunately have heen on the tail end of the
avicultural upswing. Years ago they were easier and less expensive to import,
and therefore little knowledge was accumulated absut breeding requiresents. Even
today, Softbill breeding is in its inrfancy due to the necessity for a mare
cosplicated diet and facilities which may be beyond the average bird fancier to
supply.

laports of Finches and Softbills have decreased because they are less hardy
and thus survival rates lower due to stress in shipping and guarantine, and
teeding requireaents are more critical and complex. lmporters would rather risk
their bucks on a safer investment. One can hardly dispute such logic.

Therefore, Finches and Scftbills offer the greatest challenge today in
aviculture aside from various i.5. zoplogical facilities breeding Penguins and
Rhooping Cranes, etc, Breeding of the rarer Finches and hopefuliy Softbills
could be within the ability and range of the average hobbyest, but knowledge
in foraing the National Finch Society, This group was formed because the
interest exists, but existing experience and knowledge has had no orpanized

center, Let’s start?



Realize that wuntit 197D ali Mookbills, and Finches and Softbills at the
National Cage Bird Shaws were grouped into ten Divisions under one judge.
Canaries continwe to amake up eight Divisions, and Budgies ane. We are called
*Foreign and Hookbills®. Apples and  oranges lusped togetirer, DBasically
considered a token mod te "odd hall® species: The National Side Shox!

But nationally organized sacieties for both Cockatiels (American
Cockatiel Seciety} and Lovebirds (African Love Bird Saciety) were recognized
nd given separate Bivision status in- 1970 and 1979 respectively. Entries
increased fros thirty or sa per species to t00 or better!

Finches and Softbills had 113 entries in the Foreign Division of the 1983
National Cage Bird Show in Denver. They are still judged with the resaining
Hookbill Divisian by ane person.

1 think the National Cage Bird Shaw arganization should progress to ane
Hookbill judge and a separate Foreign judge. Nast shows that | have attended in
the last few years an the past coast and in the mid-west, have had separate j
dges for each. Occasionally a Cockatiel judge will work both the Hookbills and
Corkies, which i5 within resson for someone experienced im 21l Parrot-type birds.
4t least the entries are all apples, just different varieties. But it astounds me
how anyone can be knawledgeable in the hundreds of different species involved ta
judge apples {(Psittacinesl, oranges {(Softbiilsl, and grapes {Finches)! | can
think personally of only about five people in the i.5. capable of such a feat,
Just imagine anyone kmowing all the species’ identification, personal and
hehavioral traits, proper coloration, rarity, degree of difficulty in making a2
coapetitive show bird, etc.!

1 have undieing respect for Hookbill and Foreign bird judges. And a feather in
your ¢ap for anyone placing under a knoxledgeable judge in these classifications!
Ne *specialty’ judges that work with only a certain type Canary, or Budpies, or
Lockatiels, etc. need only to look at ONE species of bird' laagine marrawing down
a Finch/Softbill entry to an imaaculate Pagoda Nynah, a superd lebra Finch
(extensive breeding of this bird has increased its perfectian}, and & Parrot
Finch sho’s feathers are characteristicly rough, but othersise faultless. How
would you place thea?

ERERERER

Sa¢ here we are, a small nucleus of workere with a cavse and a dreas. We've
taken the first step, and response #rom club aftitiations plus individuals has
encouraged us. The interest and support is real!

This is our charter bulletin--odvivosly not cramaed futl of everything vou
ainays wanted to know. Ne need HELP! Ne need artictes. Ne need seabers sho will
contribute--give, not just sit back and take. Ne, and Uncle Saa, need YOU!

Qur pulletin will decide our success as an organization, Meabership will
dwindle quickly if it sust repetitively read all the above. 1 haven’t saved a
single bird by offering inforaation on diet, breeding technigues--anything basic
to survival, :

Hey, you don't even have to write an article. Nany people panic when faced with
a blank sheet of paper. MNaybe a weaber doesn’t feel he/she has enough material



for a full fledged article (pun intended). Maybe you just have a small morsel to
share: a style nest that has proven successfu! for a3 species, a recipe for
nestling food, a cost or time saving idea, how vou qot into this madness,
handfeeding advice, or a probles that sose sesher could answer, etc. 1 wjll
combine ail these tidbits under the appropriate title: "Broppings®. Send your
two sentences, or paragraph to: Nancy A. Reed, 35 Sunnyfield Dr., MWindsor, CT.
04095,

flease help N.F.5. to become what you want and need. 1t is most necessary now
to give credibility and foundation to our growth. And a BIG THAMKS to all clubs
and individuals who have already shown their interest apd support!

WISHE S

Nancy ¢ A. Roeed

55 Sunnyfield Dr.
Windsor, Ct. 06095

203-688-4069



BREEDING GOULDIANS /éé by Bill Parlee

A
Almost everyone who acquires a pair of these lovely birds
would be most pleased if they would breed for them, not
only for the joy of it, but to recoup some of the cost of
the original pair.

[ thought in this charter issue of the National Finch
Society newsletter, I would write an article chronicling
my original experiences with Lady Gouldians. I do not
claim to be an expert at breeding the Goulds, but this
information may prove to be of benefit to some in the
hobby. Possibily someone out there can write more on
this subject in a future issue and be more informative.

Let's get into it. It is of course necessary for you to
have a pair of Goulds, not too hard to check as there are
obvious dimorphic differences. If you have several pairs
you may notice one pair that has paired off, has been
copulating, or is chasing other birds away. This is a
good sign that these birds may be ready to breed. Time
should not be wasted, get right to setting the cage or
flight up for them to start their honeymoon.

My Goulds have bred and raised young in two types of nests,
the large hooded wicker nests and the typical wooden nest
box. Goulds I have found are not really sure what they
want to breed in, so provide them with different types of
nests so they may choose what suits each pair best. Many
breeders have told me that their Goulds only breed in
boxes. Mine have nearly always chosen the large wicker
hooded nest. Give them some type of nesting materials:
threads or millet spray shafts are great. They will pick
and choose probably some of both,

Nutrition is an important part of the success of your
breeding atempts. 1 feed my finches a standard fresh seed
mix consisting of white and yellow millet, flax, canary
seeds and thistle. From time to time I supplement this

mix with hemp, shelled sunflower (hearts) and hulled oats.
Lady Gouldians require a little more protein in their diets
so the hemp, thistle and canary seed is important.

Other foods are fed regularly, such as Petamine condition-
ing food, halved hard boiled eggs, millet sprays and of
course sprouted seeds. 1 have found that the Gould basic-
ally won't go after greens placed in the cage, but will
regularly accept freshly spouted seeds. It is most



important to see to it that the freshly sprouted seeds
do not spoil or turn mouldy. Spoiled seed can cause
systemic bacterial problems that are difficult to cure.

0f the food items mentioned you will need a large supply
of millet sprays as the Goulds will devour them almost
immediately upon placement in the flight. This is good
as the spray millet is highee in profein than the normal
white or yellow millets.

Assuming you have provided for the nests and the proper
diet, your finches should get together and start a family.
Gouldians lay eggs every day or within 30 hour intervals.
They normally lay three or four eggs, however 1 have had
as many as six. The hen will start serious incubation
only after she has laid all of the eggs. She will do
most of the sitting with the cock sharing some of the
sitting duties but only during the daylight hours.

This is probably a good time to bring up the story of
Lady Gouldians always deserting their nests toc go and
breed again elsewhere. Many people have experienced

this problem so its a good idea to have a good pair of
Society finches to foster for them. I personally have
had this happen only once. The one time, the Societies
did an excellent job of rearing the young. This brings
about another story of deficient parenting of the Goulds,
which I have found true. It has been normal for my pairs
to raise only some of the babies, Teaving others to die.

I cannot give a reason for this practice, but it seems
that if 1 have three eggs they'll raise two babies, and
if its six eggs they'll raise only three or four. Four
babies is the maximum I have ever gotten from one nest.

Once the eqgs start to hatch {about 14 days) the male
will become more active in the care of the young, doing
most of the feeding. This is where yoursupplementation
of vitamins and other foodstuffs becomes even more
important. Mineral supplements and cuttlebone should
be done on a continuing basis long before breeding is
initiated, to get your birds into top shape for the
adduoys task of raising young. Oncg the babies fledge
(five to six weeks) it will be impossible to sex them
as they are just drab brown 1ittle birds until they
start their moult, after which time you will have no
difficulty in sexing them. Good Tuck.



I

4\’ o
BEST WISHES f Ar/’f\‘7\ ‘

\/
_—— TR /‘,\\//
'FM“"“ IFal? /( R \

The Hatwnal Finch Socuety

DeD PBrdRanch i

109 Jeymowr H.
Mendsor CL. 688 9403

"-ZI e/@ .-9.9 waé !.// gﬂ a M @fi@ah _

sAMaustralians ... .-ﬂ/h'can.‘ ..
éau-m/wan cee f/éa/ﬁ Sfmerccan




3INY0IQ ING IO} SJUM IO [[BD

. ] . - . ‘.‘v‘pppnptppppppnpnﬁppﬂ
- % 0085 18€ (€18) .

»

m OlLZEE 14 ©dNESY3LAd 1S
SLwATTINOG INOBAL L16L

ey R RERBRLESN

Ly A 2 SRR AR RNERRS

PO D T YSH
Bucdw; 8i0s

HLMOYD d3HLV3d ANV
HLTv3IH GO0D HOA
SNIWVLIA TVILINISS3 IHL SYH

«O18"NOLMAN
£019-619-L19 95 1-925-£07
"SSYW ‘NOLOYO "NNOD ‘QA0413vH 3

SILAVIAY 43T Av0 ¥3IHLVI4 ONY NI4 O1L0X3

ONYI9NI M3N NI 378vTIVAY
JONIHIIXT 40 IavD3A ¥V HIAO HLIM ANVAWOD NINVLIA ANYINHID 1SIM IHL

oNOLMAN NOHH S1ONAOHd AN ANVYIN FHL 4O INO 15N



THE CUBAN MELODIOUS FINCH (Tiaris Canora)
anonymous

Most aviculturist are familiar with the description of
the Cuban Melodious Finch. The male and female have
olive green backs. The masle has an intense black face
with a bright broad yellow bib, almost collar. The fe-
male's face is the same as that of the youngsters, what
would be called pumpkin. I believe that the time in
juvinile plumage probably differs between the seasons in
which youngsters are produced. The chest is a less in-
tense shade of black on the male and grayish olive on
the female.

Breeding season can be any time, so perhaps best is summer
when the weather is stable, but before it becomes outright
hot. Winter breeding is for gamblers, so I have never
attempted it. Egg binding could probably be a common
probiem for winter breeders. Of course, they don't have
frost in Cuba, so these birds are not used to semi-cold
climates.

Aviary size is not
really important.
When Melodious
want to breed

they seem to
accomplish the

task quite suc-
cessfully. Mat-
erials used will

be grass for the
frame and feathers
for the insulation.
My most productive
pair at this time
are using the site
of a tumble weed,
so nest inspection is impossible. Others use wood boxes,

or the famous °Brooks" wire nest. Melodious eat the ;
standard Finch mixtures and spend a great deal of time

on the bottom seeking out seeds and small insects.

Watch out for Temperament, the Melodious will kill any
other male bird at any time in their life. It may be the
black they get excited about or is 1t yellow, I don't
remember at this time. This means no Black cheeks,other



species of Tiaris, etc. in the avairy. I would not try
to put in any type of black or blackish bird. There is
probably a territorial factor involved, but I have never
crowded them so I don't know of this personally. There
is no point in crowding your birds. Keep the ones you
1ike and be happy. Crowded flights become headaches
instead of a pleasure.

There is a whole family of finches that include more than
Just the popular Melodious that are virtually unknown to
aviculture here in the states. Closely related you have
the Black Faced Grassquit and Olive which can be found in
this country. The Black Faced looks like a Melodious
without the yellow bib. The 0live could almost be
described as a clash between the two having a yellow

and black bib. Closely related to these are the Jacarinas.
The male Jacarina has such a deep deep blue that in the
dark of outside Tight it appears black - - simply gorgeous.
There is one successfly breeder of these right now in the
north of California.

One thing that connot be overstressed is that birds are
individuals. To describe one person is obviously not a
description of the whole human race and the same can be
said for finches. You can have any of the Tiaris finches
breeding happily in a small confined environment and other
pairs not happy at all. The same can be said for tempera-
ment. Some are more tolerant than others. You may come
across one or two Melodious that will beat the tar out of
any bird, the possibilities are enless.

Of all the Tiaris, the Olive has the most unique and
friendly personality, harming no one, but yet one after-
noon a male courting around the avairy looking for a

wife hopped right up to an innocent by-stander that
happened to be a Bourke Parakeet and quickly pulled out

a chest feather for display purposes. If that innocent
by-stander had been a Toucan the scene would not have been
innocent.

The above article reprinted from the San Diego Finch Socicty
newsletter.



and accompanying

These are the actual species classifications for the

National Finch Society National Show,

award schedules.
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The remainder
» will be printed

These are the actual species classifications for the
in the July issue of the NFS newsletter.

National Finch Society National Show.
of the divisions through Division 10
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/T b SEEDS: WAGNER, HINTON, KELLOGG 3

1A ° KAY-TEE, VITACRAFT. 2
N, 7 B CAGES: PREVUE, BIRD DEPOT, G-BUG, X
(;k SN FER PLAST, CROWN, HERBST,
gy ="—=—= HOEI, REPPCO AND QUALITY, o
M =g "= SUPPLIES: LAMBERT KAY, LUSTAR, AVIA, &
"4/, SMITH, BOBS, 8 in 1, BLUE X
K'Y/ TONY PATTERSON RIBBON, FLEXI, HAGEN, RICH, ¥
My 8ILL PARLEE SPQT, MARDEL, TFH, BLANDFORD
203-528-1458 VOTOY, ETHICAL AND MORE. B

8ULK SUPPLIER OF SEEDS AND MILLET SPRAYS.
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BREEDER OF AUSTRALIAN FINCHES

FINCH ANO SOFTBILL JUDGE
COCKATIEL JUDGE

BILL PARLEE

529 BURNSIDE AVENUE
EAST HARTFORO, CT. 06108
203-528-1458




ARMY 'S AVIARY

BREEDER DF
BUDGIES. FINCHES,
AND REDRUMP PARAKEETS

RUSS A. ARMITAGE, JR.
345 BDSTDN ROAD
MIDDLETDWN, CT
(2D3) 34B-5875



